
The Western Front 
Western Washington University Volume 120 Issue 17 Bellingham, Washington 

County voters 
approve WTA 
sales tax hike 
to preserve 
bus service 

By Tyler Hendrick 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Whatcom County residents 
narrowly approved a 0.3 percent 
increase in the local sales tax 
Tuesday for Whatcom 
Transportation Authority to 
maintain its current bus service. 

Proposition 1 won by an 8 per
cent margin with the approval 
vote receiving 54 percent. 

The tax increase will make up 
for the $6 million the WTA lost 
after Initiative 695, which 
decreased car tabs, passed in 
1999, according to the WTA web 
site. Since 1-695 passed, WTA 
has been using a reserve fund 
created in the 1980s to maintain 
its current number of bus routes. 

Rick Gordon, WTA director of 
service development, said he is 
very pleased the tax passed. 

"It is clear the public likes 
public transportation and that 
they appreciate the services we 
provide them," Gordon said. 

Gordon said the WTA still has 
issues facing it that need to be 
addressed. 

"Right now the ridership in 
rural communities such as 
Lynden, Ferndale, Blaine and 
the eastern parts of the county 
are very low," Gordon said. "We 
need to work with these smaller 
communities to develop cost 
effective services for them to 
increase the ridership." 

Gordon said the money 
received from the sales tax will 
be used to maintain current lev
els of bus service. He also said 
money may be left to increase 
bus services in some areas. 

See BUSES, Page 16 

Nader warns of everyday corporate control 
By Josh Haupt 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Consumer rights advocate and 
2000 presidential candidate 
Ralph Nader cautioned a packed 
audience Tuesday night about 
corporations' control over people's 
everyday expectations. 

Before he spoke at the 
Performing Arts Center, Nader 
said at a press conference earlier 
in the day, he had not decided 
whether to run for president 
again in 2004. He touched briefly 
on the recent election campaign. 

"Al Gore talked to the 
American people as if they did
n't understand English," Nader 
said. "George Bush talked to the 
American people as if he didn't 
understand English." 

Nader discussed what he 
described as the unbelievable 
power that corporations wield 
affecting the smallest parts of 
our lives. 

"How many of you have grown 
up corporate?" Nader said to a 
sea of blank faces. "All of you. 
We all grow up corporate. You 
grow up looking at the world the 
way the dominant institutions 
want you to look at the world." 

See NADER, Page 4 

| -vjbsh Haupt/ Thje Western Front 
Consumer rights advocate Ralph Nader speaks to Western students, faculty and Bellingham 
community members on the importance of being wary of manipulation of patriotism. 

Fair trade panel encourages campus coffee switch 
By Laura Thoren 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Students for Fair Trade orga
nized a panel March 4 of speak
ers to educate the Western com
munity on the importance of fair 
trade coffee. 

"Making change is possible," 
Food Services Director Nori 
Yamashita said. "But do cus
tomers really want to switch? We 
want to make sure that customers 
are making an educated decision." 

The three member panel con
sisted of Yamashita, volunteer 
Jeremy Simen and Alethea 
Kelly, a local roaster and owner 
of the Conway Coffee Shack. 

"Western could be the first 
school in the region to sell only 
fair trade coffee," Simen said. 

Fair trade coffee benefits the 
small scale coffee growers in 
many ways, Simen said. It guar
antees its growers a living wage 
of $1.26 per pound of coffee sold, 
which helps them meet basic 
needs such as food, clothing and 
education, he said. 

It also allows them to invest in 
their communities, such as 
building factories that are locally 
owned and operated, Simen said. 

Currently at Western, all drip 
coffee purchased from 
University Dining Services is 
fair trade certified, Yamashita 

said. University Dining Services 
is working with Starbucks to 
provide fair trade espresso and 
decaffeinated coffee. 

If Western decided to switch 
to another coffee company, 
Yamashita said the change 
would be difficult because it 
would require removal of all of 
Starbucks' equipment. 

Also, Western requires cam
pus food services to carry a min
imum amount of liability insur
ance. Sodexho requires its ven
dors to have at least $5 million 
in liability insurance. 

"A small company might have 
difficulty covering that," 
Yamashita said. 

Olympic Pipeline Co. to spend $500,000 on park restoration 

Annie Johnson/ The Western Front 

The Olympic Pipeline Company is planning to restore the 
area around Whatcom Creek. Destroyed plant life can be still 
seen along the creek and throughout Whatcom Falls Park. 

By Derek Sheppard 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Standing beneath the charred 
remains of trees scorched in the 
June 10, 1999 Olympic Pipe Line 
Co. explosion, Bellingham resi
dent Roland Vandenbos, 48, said 
he will never see Whatcom Falls 
Park the way it was before the 
disaster. 

"I don't think they could put 
enough money in the park to get 
it the way it was," he said. 

While the park will not return 
to its pre-explosion state any time 
soon, Olympic has taken action 
since the accident to help restore 
the park and its wildlife. 

A group of trustees, consisting 
of members from Olympic, 
national, state, city and tribal 
agencies released a plan March 7, 
stating that Olympic will provide 
$500,000 to help restore 
Whatcom Falls Park. 

In addition, the plan outlines 
steps the trustees and agencies 
will take to rejuvenate the park's 
natural resources, including 
trees, vegetation and fish popula
tions. 

"(The trustees) evaluate differ
ent options for compensation and 
implementation," said Jim Clark, 
health, safety and environment 
manager for British Petroleum. 
"(The plan) is a result of a lot of 
work, a lot of science by the 
trustees and experts," he said. 

He said British Petroleum has 
run the Olympic pipeline since 
July of 2000. 

The restoration efforts are not 
punitive actions against Olympic, 
rather, they are designed to com
pensate for the environmental 
damage to the park, Clark said. 

Clark said he thinks Olympic 
has been socially responsible in 
dealing with the environmental 

See PARK, Page 4 

Although no formal agree
ment exists between Western 
and Starbucks, Sodexho would 
like to continue to work with 
Starbucks, Yamashita said. 

"If they can show that they 
are paying farmers $1.20, is 
there an issue?" Yamashita said. 

Viking Union Director Jack 
Smith said Western is a leader in 
the fair trade movement, offer
ing exclusively only fair trade 
drip coffee. 

Unlike Western, other schools 
such as San Francisco State and 
University of California at Davis, 
offer both fair trade and non-fair 
trade drip coffee, Smith said. 

See COFFEE, Page 4 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Western's lack of 

varsity baseball 

Find out why Western 
hasn' t resumed 

men 's varsity baseball. 

See story, Page 11. 

J-Tyme spins for 

Western 

J-Tyme" Guerrero's 
KUGS radio 
show, "Mass 
Appeal" was 
nominated for 
Best College 
Hip-Hop 
Radio Show 
of 2001 by 

Urban Network Magazine. 
See story, Page 8. 

For news tips, call (360) 650-3162 or e-mail the Western Front at wfront@cc.wwu.edu www.westernfrontonline.com Please recycle 
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AP WIRE NEWS BRIEFS 
STATE NEWS 

Coast Guard seizes drugs, 
stop illegal immigrants 

A Coast Guard helicopter crew 
returned to Port Angeles after 
45 days patrolling off the coast 
of Central America. 

The Coast Guard said the 
helicopter and its five-man crew 
helped seize more than 1,800 
pounds of cocaine and intercept 
170 illegal immigrants tha t 
were headed to the United 
States. 

Plans for Paine Field 
center delayed 

Plans for an aircraft museum 
and conference center a t 
Everett's Paine Field have been 
postponed. 

In a 3-2 vote, the Snohomish 
County Council blocked promot
ers from seeking $2.6 million in 
state sales tax money by strip
ping language from an ordi
nance that would have allowed a 
county department to apply for 
funding from the Snohomish 
County Public Facilities 
District. 

Without the tax money, back
ers said it will be difficult to 

finance the $16 million project. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Pearl suspect may 
receive death penalty 

The Muslim extremist cur
rently in custody in connection 
with the kidnapping and slaying 
of Journal reporter Daniel Pearl 
could now face the death penal
ty in the United States. 

Omar Saeed was indicted by a 
federal grand jury in New 
Jersey on charges including 
hostage-taking. 

Man will serve time 
for lying 

A Saudi man will spend six 
months in prison for lying to the 
FBI about his links to one of the 
Sept. 11 hijackers. 

The sentence was handed 
down to Faisal Al Salmi today in 
Phoenix. 

He told agents after the 
attacks he didn't know hijacker 
Hani Hanjour. 

Military needs more troops 

Active U.S. troops, reserves 
and National Guard are ex

hausted from the pace of fight
ing in Afghanistan and protect
ing the homeland, a top general 
told Congress, endorsing propos
als to increase the forces. 

"They're tired, sir," Army Gen. 
William F. Kernan, commander 
in chief of the U.S. Joint Forces 
Command, told the House 
Armed Services Committee 
Thursday. 

"We are busy," he said. "We 
are busier than we have ever 
been." 

Rep. Ike Skelton, D-Mo., said 
leaders of the four military ser
vices indicated they need a total 
of 51,400 more people. 

The Pentagon announced this 
week that the number of Army, 
Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps reservists on active duty 
for the war against terrorism 
broke the 80,000 mark for the 
first time since Sept. 11. It is the 
largest mobilization of the 
National Guard and Reserve 
since the 1991 Gulf War. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Navy calls off 
helicopter search 

The Navy is calling off the 
search for three crew members 

on a Navy helicopter tha t 
crashed into the Mediterranean 
Tuesday morning. 

The crash occured off the coa
st of Greece during a routine 
training flight. 

The Navy said the three crew 
members are presumed dead. 

Man claims he 
killed reporter 

Pakistani police are trying to 
verify the claims of a man who 
said he killed Journal reporter 
Daniel Pearl. 

Officials identify the man only 
as Adnan. 

Apparently, he turned himself 
in to a Pakistani newspaper, 
which handed him over to police. 

The newspaper's chief editor 
said the man claimed he killed 
Pearl with an axe on a boat off 
the southern port city of Kar
achi, where the correspondent 
was kidnapped in January. A 
videotape later confirmed Pearl 
was dead. 

A police official said the man 
is being questioned, but "noth
ing is certain so far." 

Compiled by Kirsten Carlson 
AP Wire courtesy ofKUGS 89.3 FM 
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The Western Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; once 

a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Washington 

University, CH 110, Bellingham, WA 98225-9100. The Western Front is 

the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 

Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertising. 

News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are enrolled 

in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled at 

Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in 

College Hall 07, or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are enrided to a single free 

copy of each issue of The Western Front. 

W W U Official Announcements 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday for the Tuesday edition and noon Wednesday 

for the Friday edition. Announcements should be limited to 50 words, typewritten or legibly printed, and 
sent through campus mail to "Official Announcements," MS -9117, via fax to X/7287, or brought in 

person to Commissary 113A. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT. 
Phoned announcements will not be accepted. All announcements should be signed by originator. 

PLEASE POST 

SUMMER QUARTER DEGREE APPLICANTS must have their applications on file in the registrar's office by 
today, March 15. Students who plan to graduate fall quarter must have applications on file by June 7. 

STUDENTS WHO INTERRUPT THEIR STUDIES AT WESTERN, other than for a summer quarter, must com
plete an application for readmission by the appropriate priority deadline. For summer quarter continuing to 
fall and for fall quarter, the priority deadline is April 1. Applications are available from admissions in OM 200, 
X/3440. 
THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST is offered in OM 120 at 3 p.m. March 18 and at 9 a.m. March 21 . Registration 
is not required. Students must bring photo identification, student number, Social Security number and a No. 
2 pencil. A $15 fee is payable in the exact amount at time of testing. Allow 90 minutes. The schedule and 
sample problems may be found at www.ac.wwu.edu/~assess/tc.htm. 

CAN'T FIT THOSE LAST COUPLE OF CREDITS in your schedule this summer? Try taking an online course 
through Woodring Extension Services. There is no specific class time to meet — fit your education around 
your schedule. For detailed information, call X/3308 or X/3717. 
AN OUTDOOR CENTER SNOWSHOEING TRIP TO MT. BAKER will take place March 16. Cost is $40 for 
students/staff/alumni and $40 for others. For more information, call X/3112. 
THE OUTDOOR CENTER WILL HOST a Mt. Baker Bicycle Club slide show by Kirsten Carpenter of her journeys 
through Australia, Europe, Israel, India, Nepal, Southeast Asia and the United States. The event is scheduled for 
7 pm. March 18 in VU 552. 
APPLICATION PACKETS FOR THE STUDENT TRUSTEE position are available in the Associated Students 
board office, VU 504. Application deadline is 5 p.m. April 2. For more information, call X/3460. 
TWO SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE TO PREMED STUDENTS: the Whatcom County Medical Society 
Scholarship and the Dr. Ralph and Mrs. Eleanor Rinne Scholarship. Deadline for both is April 15. Applications 
and full descriptions are available from the Academic Advising Center in OM 380. 

THE ARK AND WINIFRED CHIN EARLY LITERACY SCHOLARSHIP is open to juniors, seniors or graduate 
students majoring in education or related fields. Recipients earn $500 to $1,000 implementing a preliteracy 
project at Lummi Head Start during the 2002-03 academic year. Priority deadline: April 16. Applications: WL 
481 orX/7542. 

A COURSE IN CROSS-CULTURAL COMPETENCE, Edu 427k, begins May 6. Tuition for the 2-credit course 
taught via the Internet is $278. The course requires access to a computer and printer, and Netscape or Internet 
Explorer 4.0 or greater. To register or for more information, call X/3308. Grading is S/U only. 
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Registration difficulties postpone graduation date 
By Romeelah Payof elin 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

While Western junior Abby 
Parent was on the phone 
attempting to register for her 
spring quarter classes, the sys
tem announced "closed section." 

"It's frustrating," Parent said. 
"This happens every quarter, 
and I'm behind in credits." 

In January, Carl Simpson, 
Office of Institutional Assess
ment and Testing director, and 
assistant director Sharon 
Schmidtz presented a report to 
departments to inform them of 
courses that need to be enlarged 
to better meet student demands. 

Follow-up studies are under
way based on winter and spring 
quarter registrations. 

"We wanted to do studies for 
the entire year, since not all 
classes are offered in the fall," 
Schmidtz said. 

According to the report, stu
dents attempting to register for 
General University Require
ment courses have more trouble 
registering for classes. Students 
attempting to register for upper 
division classes do not find the 

same problems. 
'There are some departments 

that have higher demands than 
seats available," Schmidtz said. 
"In general, there are enough 
seats to meet the demand in 
upper division courses." 

Simpson and Schmidtz pre
sented the report to help depart
ments prepare their schedules 
for next year. 

Simpson said he hopes depart
ments will consider creating a 
better system of waiting lists as 
a result of the report. 

A better system of waiting 
lists may not help much, said 
Patricia Roberts, secondary edu
cation program manager. 

Roberts said the department 
has deadlines students must 
meet if they wish to student 
teach. Students enrolled in sec
ondary education are encour
aged to meet with their advisor 
to plan their schedules ahead of 
time, as classes are sequential, 
she said. 

Students who miss a class in 
the sequence fall behind and 
waiting lists are not used in the 
secondary education depart
ment, Roberts said. 

<cYou can only student teach 
twice a year since secondary 
schools run on a semester sys
tem," she said. "We don't believe 
in asking students to wait six 
more months to student teach 
because the classes are full." 

Michelanne Calhoun, English 
department program assistant, 
said using waiting lists and 
placing enrollment caps may 
guarantee students a spot in a 
class they want to take. 

"It rewards the first person 
who's on the list," Calhoun said. 
"It assures students will be 
motivated to get on the list when 
they want to get a spot in the 
class. It'll soften the reality of 
having too many students but 
not enough space." 

According to the report, which 
used registration data from fall 
quarter 2001, 43 percent of stu
dents are able to eventually 
enroll successfully in all courses 
they first attempted to enter. 

Another 21 percent were able 
to enroll in all but one of the 
courses they attempted to enter, 
according to the report. 

Enrollment is considered suc
cessful if the student does not 

enroll in their desired section, 
but enrolls in the same course, 
Fabiano said. 

"With these rates, I think stu
dents are successful," Schmidtz 
said. "We're trying to match stu
dents wants and needs. Still, 
students don't always get what 
they want, but they get what 
they need." 

The report said one-in-six stu
dents are unable to register for 
four or more courses when they 
go through the process of select
ing classes. 

According to the report, near
ly all students registered for 
their full load of credits, but took 
unnecessary courses. 

Students may not graduate as 
quickly as they would like, said 
Pamela Jull , director of the 
Office of Survey Research. 

"So far, I've gotten into two 
classes," Parent said. "I'm in life-
guarding and history 432, 
because the class (history 432) 
was open. I've registered for only 
seven credits, and I need more 
because I'm trying to graduate 
next spring." 

Demand for courses was 
underreported, because some 
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students who use Western's 
ClassFinder learn the course 
they wanted is already full. 
When this occurs, they do not 
even attempt to register for the 
course, Schmidtz said. 

'This kind of hidden demand 
can't be eliminated, but students 
shouldn't assume a course they 
really want to attend is impossi
ble to get into," Schmidtz said. 
"You don't know until you try." 

Student Health Center offers new birth control, shot lasts one month 
By Kirsten Carlson 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western junior Alison, who 
asked that her name be with
held, started taking Lunelle, a 
new birth control shot, last 
September. The student health 
center began offering Lunelle 
fall quarter as an alternative to 
birth control pills. Lunelle is an 
injection women receive once a 
month to prevent pregnancy. 

Kristin Elliot, media contact 

at the Pharmacia Corporation, 
which manufactures Lunelle, 
said different bir th control 
methods provide different levels 
of effectiveness. 

"I think a lot of people think 
all the options are equally effec
tive," she said. "That's not true." 

Elliot said Lunelle, like birth 
control pills, is more than 99 
percent effective. 

However, birth control pills 
must be taken at the same time 
each day or their effectiveness 

decreases, Elliot said. She said 
with just one shot of Lunelle, a 
woman is protected for a month. 

One shot of Lunelle works for 
a month because the hormones 
are in microcrystals that slowly 
dissolve and are absorbed by the 
body, according to the Lunelle 
Web site. 

Western senior and Peer 
Sexual Health educator Megan 
Ritzert said Lunelle is great for 
women who forget to take the 
pill. 

"I think it has a higher degree 
of spontaneity than birth control 
pills," Ritzert said. "You don't 
have to remember a daily pill, 
which can be a positive thing for 
some people." 

Alison said she switched to 
Lunelle because she feels it is 
more convenient than pills. 

"It's better for me because I 
don't have to stress about taking 
the pill," she said. "They set up 
an appointment for your next 
shot when you're there, so I don't 

really have to worry about it." 
Ritzert said it costs $30 for 

one shot of Lunelle at the stu
dent health center, compared to 
$15 for a one month supply of 
birth control pills. 

Elliot said Lunelle's side 
effects are similar to those of 
birth control pills, including 
bloating, breast tenderness and 
irregular periods. 

Alison said the only side effect 
she has noticed is the mood 
swings she has experienced. 

Home for Spring Break 
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Former presidential candidate criticizes Bush's 'West Texas sheriff attitude on terrorism 
From NADER, Page 1 

Paul O lund/ The Western Front 
Three-year-old Adrienne Leroy holds up a sign 
used during Nader's 2000 election campaign. 

"We are now in an era when corpo
rate power is as entrenched as it 
ever has been," Nader said, "com
mercializing almost every nook and 
cranny of our society." 

Nader also urged people to be 
wary of where the manipulation of 
patriotism by people like Attorney 
General John Ashcroft can lead. 

"We cannot allow the flag to be 
used as a gag in the mouth of mil
lions of Americans," he said. 

He said the USA Patriot Act sets a 
shocking precedent towards further 
corruption of civil liberties. 

Mirroring Nader's message for 
people to organize and work togeth
er, Tuesday's audience looked like a 
town hall community meeting. 
People of all age groups sat intently 
listening awaiting Nader's speech. 

"I voted for him, and he's been a bit 
of a hero of mine for awhile," Western 
junior Marian Peterson said. 

Western senior Megan Gill said 
she came to hear Nader's views on 
environmental issues. 

"He's really influential in the envi
ronmental rights world, which does
n't seem to be an important topic to 
the current administration," Gill said. 

Nader touched on the environment 
as an example of corporate domina
tion of people's everyday lives. 

Nader said one reason solar power 
has not been developed further is 
probably because "Exxon doesn't 
own the sun." 

Throughout his speech, Nader 
prompted citizens to take the initia
tive to educate themselves and take 
an active role in their country by 
realizing the importance of being 
civic-minded. 

"A civic-minded person will say 
'Show me an injustice and I'll strive 
for justice more than ever before,'" 
Nader said. 

Evenings, weekends and spare time 
are where change is made, Nader said. 
He said if the 500 million hours the 
American public spent watching the 
Superbowl were properly re-directed, 
they could provide universal health 
care. Nader neglected to mention how 
this could be achieved, however. 

He also urged young people to take 
up the struggle against corporate 
rule. 

"Students in the '60s were just like 
you," Nader said. "It's your turn now to 
put your arm to the wheel of justice." 

Referring to the World Trade 

Whatcom Creek restoration project includes plan for fish protection 
From PARK, Page 1 
impacts of the disaster. 

A civil trial against Olympic 
regarding the deaths of two 10-
year-old boys, Stephen Tsiorvas 
and Wade King, is set to start 
April 22. The trial may be moved 
to Spokane in order to have an 
unbiased jury. 

Liam Wood, 18, was also killed 
in the accident as he was fishing 
in the creek. His family has not 
filed a lawsuit. 

Vandenbos said he does not 
want to condemn Olympic for the 
incident until it is determined 
exactly who was at fault. 

"If it's not their fault, they've 
done quite a bit," he said. "I would 
like to see more put into it." 

Vandenbos said he was pleased 
to see that Olympic purchased 
land, once slated for a condomini
um development, to enlarge the 

park. 
"That property would go over to 

the city or parks," Clark said. "We 
basically just hand the deed over." 

Olympic will fund development 
of lands acquired adjacent to the 
park, according to the restoration 
plan. This land will enlarge the 
park with an access road, bath
rooms and a parking lot. 

"The biggest problem we have 
with the creek is the canopy or 
shade," Whatcom Creek Hatchery 
Manager Earl Steele said. 

He said because the charred 
trees next to the creek are sparse, 
they do not provide enough shade 
for the creek, resulting in rising 
water temperatures during the 
summer. 

In addition, Steele said the lack 
of dense tree cover and foliage can 
cause silt to build up in the creek. 

As rain water drains into the 

creek, the runoff carries silt with 
it and may cause problems for 
spawning fish, he said. 

"Any natural spawning in the 
creek is going to be hampered," 
Steele said. 

Despite the possible problems, 
Steele said the salmon popula
tions in the creek is recovering 
and doing extremely well. 

Last fall, a record 27,500 chum 
salmon and 4,000 king salmon 
were recorded in the creek. 

He said the number of salmon 
spawning cycles through years of 
high and low runs. 

"The fall before, I had 511 
chum, which was the worst sea
son I've ever had," Steele said. 

He said since the pipeline 
explosion, his hatchery runs 
appear to have remained on their 
usual cycles of spawning. 

The restoration plan states 

100,000 fish were killed after the 
explosion, including 8,842 
salmon. 

The plan also states native fish 
populations are in danger 
because of rising water tempera
tures, lack of trees and vegetation 
and the lack of food in the river 
for the fish. 

The restoration plan is in 
agreement with the Oil Pollution 
Act, which permits a committee 
to determine actions and mone
tary appropriations to restore the 
environment in the area affected 
by the accident, according to the 
restoration plan. 

Vandenbos said Olympic, along 
with volunteers, has done exten
sive work on restoring many 
areas of the park. 

"Maybe my grandchildren will 
see it the way it was," Vandenbos 
said. 

Organization protests, Nader said cor
porations' status and control 
remained unchallenged until 40,000 
to 50,000 people sent a message to 
them in Seattle. 

Nader finished by stressing the 
importance of citizens working 
together and motivating themselves. 

"How can we rationalize our futility 
when we see what our forefathers did," 
Nader said. "Organized time will beat 
organized money any day of the week." 

Nader's speech touched briefly on 
foreign policy issues during a ques
tion and answer period with audi
ence members. 

They asked questions on topics 
from children's daycare to President 
Bush's recent declaration that cer
tain nations represent an "axis of 
evil." 

Nader also said the Sept. 11 
attacks comprised the single worst 
intelligence failure in U.S. history. 

Nader compared George Bush's 
attitude towards the war on terrorism 
as that of a "West Texas sheriff," say
ing all moves made by any adminis
tration need to be rooted in interna
tional law. 

Nader concluded by stressing, "We 
have to learn how to wage peace." 

Yamashita: 
switch to fair 
trade coffee 
could be hard 
From COFFEE, Page 1 

As the university is in the 
midst of determining contracts 
for campus dinning services, 
Davis said the fair trade coffee 
issue cannot be decided until a 
contract is finalized. 

He said he expects dining ser
vices contracts to be finalized at 
the next meeting of the Board of 
Trustees on April 12. 

Along with Yamashita, 
Western's Facilities and Services 
Council, as well as the AS Board 
of Directors has input on the 
final decision to make Western 
an entirely fair trade campus. 

STUDENT THEATRE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

cap vC° 
In an improvised deep-sea adventure 

Matt Hopkins' Senior Project 
March 17th 
7:3(1 p.m. 

Old Main Thf.ttrc 

For t ickets and disabi l i ty info, 

c o n t a c t the P.AC Box Off ice a t 

360.650.6146 Tickets free bu t required 
TTY: 800.833.6388 

cKINLEY 

NAM 
Summer Jobs! 

Live & Work at 
Denali National Park in Alaska! 

More informationavailable at 

www.AlaskaSummerJobs.com 

Services; 
Mktodermabrasiois 

| Facials (Including Massage) 
Acne Treatments 
Face / Body Waxing -

Licensed Skin Core Professional 
B00 N\ Slate Si. No. 101A Ph. <3 GO) 756-06X4 
Bdiinghaitit WA 9K226 C«H, (360) 44 i -SKIN 

WWU GURs Available from 
independent Learning 

Communications Block B; French 103 (5) 
Humanities: Classical Studies 260 (4); English 203 and 216 (5), 
281 (5), 282 (5) and 283 (5); History 103 (4), 104 (4) and 112 (4); 
Liberal Studies 232 (4), Music 104 (3) 

Social Sciences: Anthropology 201 (5); Canadian-American 
Studies 200 (5); Economics 208 (4), 207 (4); Psychology 101 (5); 
Sociology 280 (5), 302 (5) 
Comparative, G&nder and Multicultural Studies: Anthropology 
353 (4); East Asian 201 (5), 202 (5) and 210 (4); English 335 and 
338 (5); History 280 (5); Women Studies 211 (4) 
Mathematics: Math 102 (5), 107 (3), 124{5),156 (4), 157 (4), 
and 240 (3) 

Natural Sciences B: Environmental Studies 101 (3) 

S&e WWU Bulletin for explanation of GURs. 

To preview a course outline, call or stop by 
Independent Learning 

ilearn@wwu.ediu 4 650-3650 • 405 32nd St, Suite 209 

WiS51 &KIM Extended Education & Summer Programs 
wA%HmGTOH UNIVERSITY » - A W * * * « « * * * ^ W V M M W . - ~» w « . . « « ~ . 9 
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Improvisation performance relieves dead weak tension 
By Suzanne Almoslino 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

With more than 500 people 
watching, Western sophomore 
Mike Murphy admitted he was a 
little nervous before he began 
the improvisation performance. 

"People go into improv think
ing they're going to do some
thing stupid," he said. "But after 
enough performances, you kind 
of silence that inner critic." 

Murphy said Wednesday's 
crowd was the biggest he'd ever 
performed for. 

"You either go in to it 100 per
cent or just crumble," he said. 
"And I was like, 'Dude, you're 
not crumbling.'" 

Murphy is one of six members 

of the Dead Parrot's Society that 
performed improvisational com
edy Wednesday in Arntzen Hall 
100. 

The Student Alumni 
Association hosted the comedy 
night to give students a break 
during dead week. Unexpected 
Productions, commonly called 
Theater Sports, from Seattle, 
performed improvisation as 
well. 

"It's always fun to be able to 
participate in a show, and just 
be silly, especially around finals 
week," said Western junior 
Jeanne Allen, who was picked to 
be in a skit with the actors from 
Unexpected Productions. 

Western senior F. Tyler 
Burnet said he started Dead 

Parrots Society, an Associated 
Students club tha t promotes 
fringe theater. He said it is the
atre that is usually considered 
to be outside the mainstream. 

Though Dead Parrot's Society 
focuses on comedy, improvisa
tion can include other genres as 
well, Burnet said. 

"Every once in a while we do 
good theater that just doesn't 
have a script," Burnet said. 

Even improvisation has a few 
rules, Burnet said. One of them 
is always accepting offers. This 
includes audience suggestions 
and the suggestions of actors. 

"If one person walks onstage 
and says 'Hi Grandma' you are 
now tha t person's grandma," 
Burnet said. 

Suzanne Almosl ino/ The Western Front 
F. Tyler Burnet leads the Dead's Parrot's Society and 
beginning actors in becoming ballerinas at Thursday's 
rehearsal. 

Western administers only Washington peer-based HIV testing program 
By Kirsten Carlson 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western junior Nick, who 
asked that his real name be 
withheld to protect privacy, said 
he had unprotected sex with a 
girl he did not know during 
spring break last year. 

Nick went to the Student 
Health Assessment and Inform
ation Center to get a free human 
immunodeficiency test. 

Western's HIV testing pro
gram is unique because it is the 
only peer-based program in 
Washington and one of only a 
few in the country, said Pat 
Fabiano, Prevention and 
Wellness Services director. 

Nick said he liked that stu

dents give the tests because he 
found it easy to relate to them. 
He also said he liked the meth
ods the students took to ensure 
confidentiality. 

"I thought it was really well 
done and really confidential, 
and it was free too," Nick said. 

"I don't think there was any
thing they could have done to 
make it better," he said. 

Confidentiality is a key part of 
the HIV testing program. Last 
names are not used for any part 
of the test. Each student is rep
resented by a number, which 
appears on all the paperwork. 

Sometimes the HIV tester 
does not know the first name of 
the student they are testing. 

Fabiano said she feels the HIV 

testing program is very effective 
because the testers are students. 

All of the testers are Lifestyle 
Advisors that have undergone 
training taught by county health 
officials to get their HIV tester 
certification. 

Fabiano said they also go 
through additional training 
about sexually transmitted dis
eases by the Prevention and 
Wellness Services staff. 

Western senior Brian Dore is 
an HTV tester. He said the HIV 
testing program consists of two 
phases, the pre-test and the 
post-test. 

Before the test, the testers 
discuss the student's behavior 
that put them at risk to contract 
sexually transmitted diseases 

and discuss ways to reduce those 
risks. 

Following the pre-test, a 
nurse at the SHAIC draws 
blood. The results are available 
in approximately two weeks. 

The second part of the test is 
the post-test. Dore said during 
the post-test the student learns 
if he or she is HIV positive. 

If the results of the test are 
negative, then the tester and the 
student discuss ways to prevent 
contracting HIV, Dore said. If 
the results are positive, the 
tester discusses a plan of action 
of how to deal with HTV and also 
get the student in touch with 
resources, such as the Whatcom 
County Health Department and 
a physician. 

Nick said the student testers 
eased the tension of finding out 
the results. 

"They know what you're there 
for and it's an unspoken kind of 
weirdness," he said. "They do 
everything they can to make you 
feel comfortable, and not just 
(treat you) like you're some dis
eased boy or something." 

Nick said his results were 
negative. 

Dr. Emily Gibson, Student 
Health Center medical director, 
said she feels the program is 
effective because hundreds of 
students concerned about HIV 
exposure are reached every year. 

Fabiano said Western admin
istered 206 HTV tests during fall 
quarter. 

When going out or at a party, 
Most Western Students. . . 

Choose not to drink 

Keep track of their drinks 

Set a drink limit for themselves 

Pace drinks to one or fewer an hour 

Protect Yourself and 
Your Friends. 

Our Mission: "To reduce the risk of injury and 

illness, to contribute to academic achievement 

and personal well-being, and to work for dignity 

and justice for all, which supports the genuine 

health of the campus community." 

Was Your Car Injured? Maybe You Were As Well! 
"If You Have Been Involved In An Auto Accident, You 
Need A "Crash Course" On Soft Tissue Injuries." 

Even "fender benders" can cause hidden injuries 
that can develope into pain, headaches, even Arthritis. 
Even worse, most people who have been involved in an 
auto accident may not even know that they've been hurt. 
Most doctors give pain killers to hide these hidden 
injuries. If you have been involved in an auto accident, 
don't settle until you receive a copy of our Free Report. 
Just call toll free 1-888-661-5753 antime, 24 hours for a 
free recorded message. The call is free, so is the report. 

190$ N. STATE SIREO « BtLUNGHftM, WA, 88225 * TEt: <36fi) 734-868? 

Mon-Sat 6am to 2pm Sun 8am to 2pm 734-8687 

^ B s r i | E ^ | | P H p R I D A L COUT|| | | l 
I B l l l l l govirns" veils •; tiaras 'jeWelry • shoes • bridesmai^^^K|^?;is 

HI (360)714-0992 

H I 1200 Harris Avenue 3rd floor 
fflext to Le Chat Noir Restaurant) 

Historic Fatrhaven 
•̂ ;::.BJ3l(inghkrn,VVA 98225 

H I wwwjenniferfeighbridai.com 
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YOU WANT IT; W E GOT IT! 

.More Money!!!!! 

.Parking!!!!! 

. Karaoke Buyback??? 

320 36'"Street 
Sehome Village 

Bellingham, WA, 98225 
(360) 647-1000 
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QET YOUR SPRING TEXTBOOKS 
FOR A SONG!!! 

mmmmmmm wmmmm wmmmmmmmmmmm 

March 18-23,2002 

• 5 Students Will Win Free Books 
• All they have to do is sing a song 
• It could be the easiest 300 bucks 

you will ever make. 

328 36TI1 Street 
Sehome Village 

MingMm, WA, 982! 
(360) 647-1600 

Drawing will be held Saturday March 23? 2002 
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Unearthing the 
#*o# 

Helen Holl ister/ The Western Front 

J-Tyme scratches vinyl during "Mass Appeal," his 
specialty radio show on KUGS 89.3 FM. J-Tyme is 
responsible for bringing underground hip-hop to 
Bellingham. 

By Amber Hurley 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Most Bellingham residents don't know-
Jason Guerrero's real name. To them, he is 
the one and only KUGS disc jockey of late 
Friday night hip-hop who goes by the name J-
Tyme. 

Nominated for Best College Hip-Hop Radio 
Show of 2001 by Urban Network Magazine, 
Guerrero has made a name for himself not 
only in Bellingham, but around the United 
States. 

Guerrero, 28, was picked as a finalist for his 
work on his hip-hop show called "Mass 
Appeal," which airs from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Fridays on KUGS. Guerrero said he has host
ed shows on KUGS since January 1998. 

Five DJ's in the nation are nominated for 
the award and besides Guerrero all of the 
2001 nominees are from large east coast 
cities. 

"It's kind of weird knowing me, being from 
this small college town, that they thought of 
me as fully representing college hip-hop to 
their standards or expectations," Guerrero 
said. "I was really surprised and honored." 

Urban Network is an industry trade maga
zine in which more than 100 DJs from across 
the United States report play lists and send in 
tapes of their shows. 

The finalists for the contest were chosen in 
November 2001 based on three criteria. 

One of the criteria is the quality of relation

ship the DJ has with Urban Network, which 
includes reporting play lists on time and send
ing in tapes of shows. 

Another was the DJs relationship with var
ious record labels. Lastly, DJs were judged 
from a critique of mixed compact discs that 
DJs send in to the magazine of music they mix 
into compilation albums. 

"It's really exciting, one, that it's someone 
from our station, and two, that it's him 
because he works so hard at what he does," 
KUGS music director Bret Tiderman said. 

Guerrero said he became interested in mix
ing soon after high school and decided to ask 
a friend in the DJ business how to get started. 

The friend lent him his turntables and some 
records for a few days to see if he really had 
an interest, he said. 

"For that whole week that's all I did," 
Guerrero said. "I locked myself in my room 
and I would mix everything I could get my 
hands on. I was up all night and all day and 
from then on I was hooked." 

Western senior Kevin King said he has seen 
J-Tyme at The Factory, where he mixes on 
Thursday nights. He said he has also seen 
him at Christo's Restaurant and Casino Bar. 

"He knows what's up," King said. "He's one 
of the better DJs in town." 

Guerrero plays more variety than other 
DJs; not only in different songs, but in differ
ent types of hip-hop music as well, King said. 

Guerrero said the hip-hop world is divided 
into two main genres: underground and main

stream or commerci 
Mainstream hip-
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film moker Renee Tojimo-Peno take/ rood tripping to o whole new level 
By A i l e y Kato 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Renee Tajima-Pena, an independent 
filmmaker from Los Angeles, first 
experienced the United States in the 
same way as most people do. When she 
was young, she piled in the family car 
for the all-American road trip. 

When she was older, she decided to 
embark on her own road trip in search 

Ai ley Kato/ The Western Front 

Renee Tajima-Pena answered questions 
about being Asian, filmmaking and road-trip
ping during her presentation March 7 in the 
Viking Union multipurpose room. 

of Asian-Americans. A documentary 
film emerged. 

Tajima-Pena visited Western last 
week to present and discuss her film, 
"My America (...or honk if you love 
Buddha)." She is an Academy Award-
nominated director and Sundance Film 
Festival award winner. 

"Growing up in the '60s and '70s, if 
you were an Asian on the road, you 
were part of the attraction," Tajima-

Pena said. 
In many parts of the 

United States during the 
1960s and 1970s, people 
were not used to seeing 
Asian-Americans. 

She said during her 
family road trips she 
would drive across five 
states with her family and 
never see another Asian 
face. In the 1990s, a surge 
of new Asian immigrants 
came to the United States. 

"I really wanted to find 
out the meaning of these 
changes and the road is 
the way to do it," Tajima-
Peiia said. 

She said she modeled 
her film on Jack Kerouac's 
book, "On the Road." She 
began filming the docu
mentary in her early 30s 
with a film crew and was 
finished in 1997. 

Renee Tajima-Pena said 
she traveled throughout 
the United States to find 
funny, engaging people 
that break stereotypes. 

She visited a Chinatown fortune 
cookie entrepreneur in New York City, 
eighth generation Filipinos in New 
Orleans and World War II internment 
camp sites in Mississippi and 
Arkansas. 

She talked with Hmong refugees in 
Minnesota, Korean-American rappers 
in Seattle, South-Asian gay and les
bian activists and Chinese-American 
debutantes in California. 

'People ask me why I make 
movies and it's usually because 
something pisses me off.' 

Renee Tajima-Peiia 
Independent filmmaker 

Western senior Derrick Escorpizo, 
programmer for the Associated 
Students Production Social Issues, said 
the Filipinos from New Orleans pro
voked the most conversation. 

In the film, Tajima-Peiia interviewed 
eighth generation Filipino sisters who 
said they considered themselves white. 

Escorpizo said this comment struck 
him as odd, but their perspective 
must be taken into consideration by 
realizing tha t people and situations 
are different. 

Tajima-Peiia said the film was "a 
planned chaos." Sometimes she went to 
interesting people she had heard about 
and other times she met people to talk 
with along her road trip. 

After graduating from Harvard 
University, Tajima-Peiia said she tried 
to get a non-paying internship working 

in television, but never got any offers. 
"It was a racist, sexist industry and 

that 's why more independent films 
were being made," Tajima-Peiia said. 

She said the independent film move
ment boomed in the early 1980s. She 
said it was a political movement as 
well as an artistic movement. 

"There were people like me who had 
passion and anger, who wanted to 
make films about our culture and our 
heritage," Tajima-Peiia said. 

Western senior Andrew Rogge said 
the purpose of the event was not about 
the movie or Tajima-Pena. 

"It's about the formation of identity," 
Rogge said. 

When she was growing up the focus 
was on assimilation, not on being dif
ferent, she said. She said she was 
taught to blend in and not talk about 
her culture. 

Tajima-Peiia said these kind of activ
ities are important to bring to campus 
because they plant seeds for social 
change on a wider spectrum. 

"People ask me why I make movies 
and it's usually because something 
pisses me off," Tajima-Peiia said. 

She said she wanted to make "My 
America (...or honk if you love 
Buddha)" because Asian-Americans 
were not on the map and their contri
butions to society were not recognized. 

"The reason I called this film 'My 
America' is because I realized how 
much (Asian-Americans) own the 
place," Tajima-Peiia said. "We have 
been here for a long time." 

This year marks the 100th anniver
sary of her family immigrating to the 
United States. 
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• Western senior Jason "1-Tyme" Guerrero 
delivers underground music 

to the masses 
is what you would 

io or MTV, while with 
tists don't strive to be 
on mainstream radio 
# 

tow is mainly under-
said if he finds a good 
rs people will like, he 

?t because his show is 
music. 

J-Tyme is he 
o he gets all the 
loor. If he comes 
T^ floor is full 
's done.' 

Reece DeGoIier 
Owner of The Factory 
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le for his show "Mass 
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id to him because he 

plays a lot of different kinds of hip-hop and 
tries to appeal to a wide audience of hip-hop 
fans. 

Guerrero said his definition of hip-hop is 
best summed up in a line from a rap song by 
KRS-1, which says "rap is something you do 
and hip-hop is something you live." 

He said hip-hop is made of four elements 
which he calls "the cornerstones of hip-hop." 
Those cornerstones are break dancing, MCing 
(rapping), DJing, and creating graffiti. 

In addition to mixing music on his show, 
Guerrero does many promotions and inter
views to enhance listenership, he said. 

Through his relationship with Urban 
Network, Guerrero said he maintains contact 
with record labels which connect him with 
interviews and promotions from hip hop 
artists such as Snoop Doggy Dogg, The Roots, 
Kurupt, the X-ecutioners and Wyclef. 

"J-Tyme has an amazing amount of con
tacts," Tiderman said. "He sets up interviews, 
shows and phone calls. He records station 
(identifications) for us from so many huge hip-
hop artists. He really keeps KUGS connected 
to the hip-hop scene." 

Guerrero said he has released three mixed 
CDs, which he sells at his professional gigs. 
His latest CD is a double CD that is a mix of 
44 songs, which he sells for $15. 

One of Guerrero's favorite things about mix
ing at clubs is seeing the people rush out onto 
the dance floor when he plays a good song, he 
said. 

"I'm totally into it," Guerrero said. 
"I'm dancing you know, and rapping 
with the music and I think that if peo
ple see me getting into it that (they) 
might feed some of the energy onto the 
dance floor, or they could just think I'm 
crazy." 

Guerrero's best advice for people who 
want to DJ is not to expect to be a success 
overnight. 

He said he has been a DJ for 10 years 
and just in the last four years he has really 
been able to start doing what he wants and 
make a name for himself. 

"The good part about J-Tyme is he knows 
what to play so he gets all the people out on 
the dance floor," said Reece DeGoIier, owner of 
The Factory. "If he comes on at 12 a.m., the 
dance floor is full from 12 a.m. until he's 
done." 

Along with his DJ work, Guerrero is a full-
time student at Western. He intends to grad
uate this spring with a general studies major. 

In the future he said he would like to be 
working in Los Angeles at a record label with 
promotions or as a mix show DJ. 

Urban Network will announce the contest 
winner this May at a conference in Las Vegas 
honoring the nominees. 

Guerrero said he will spin at Christo's 
Restaurant and Casino for its St. Patrick's 
Day celebration on Saturday night. 

Photos by Tyler Hendrick/ 
The Western Front 

Jason "J-Tyme" Guerrero 
spins and mixes for the 
crowd at The Factory, 
where he performs every 
Thursday night. 
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loopin w it up 
Loc3l residents twist ifte n/gW am Mondays 3t theft mm 

Robin Duranleau 
'HE WESTERN FRONT 

ned on smiling faces as bodies 
m and dipped. Reggae music 
background as joyous bar-goers 
bodies in ways they may have 
possible. 

e neck, the arms, the stomach 
un. Anywhere from one to seven 

rings at a time, the movement brought out 
everyone's ability to shake their hips. 

Every Monday night, Bellingham resi
dents gather at the 3B Tavern to drink beer, 
shoot some pool and spin homemade rings 
resembling Hula-Hoops. 

Disc Jockey Jordan Rain, 27, said he has 
been spinning records at the 3B for nearly 
two years. For nearly a year, he has been 
bringing his homemade Hula-Hoops to the 

tavern for people to twirl. 
"I had the idea just to bring 

(the Hula Hoops) in here as 
sort of a way for people to 
break the ice, to get up and 
move a little bit and to break 
up the energy," Rain said. 

Rain said he believes the 
hoops, made of PVC piping, 
help people to move their 
hips and feel more comfort
able on the dance floor. 

"They don't hold anything 
back," Rain said. 

Whatcom Community 
College student Jessie 
Cassidy has been Hula-
Hooping for nearly four years. 
She said that she usually 
brings a Hula-Hoop wherever 
she goes. 

"I just have a really good 
time doing this," Cassidy 
said. 

Cassidy said she was excit
ed when she learned about 
the Hula-Hoop night. 

"I went to Alaska for four 
months," Cassidy said. "And 

I came home and my brother was like 
Tou want to go Hula-Hooping?' And I 
was like 'There's actually a place to go 
Hula-Hooping in town?'" 

Cassidy said she has spun up to seven 
Hula-Hoops at the same time at the 3B. 

"Jessie has got to be the best Hula-
Hooper I've ever seen in my life," Rain 
said. 

Cassidy still has a way to go before 
beating any world records. 

In June 2001, Lori Lynn Lomeli, 44, 
set the U.S. record for spinning 83 
hoops simultaneously. 

In 1986 Tonya Lynn Mistal hooped for 
88 hours straight. These accomplish
ments landed both women spots in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. 

The Hula-Hoop phenomenon has been 
around for more than 40 years. 

The toy company WHAM-0 invented the 
Hula-Hoop in 1958. In the first four 
months of production, WHAM-0 sold 25 
million Hula-Hoops. 

The company claimed the Hula-Hoop was 
the "greatest fad the United States has ever 
seen." 

Cassidy was later joined on the dance floor 
by Jeffrey Myers, 28. Myers said he has been 
frequenting the 3B for nine years. 

He said he enjoys the music and the Hula-
Hooping on Mondays. 

Myers said twirling hoops creates a good 
vibe. 

"I enjoy the motion and movement of the 
body," Myers said. "Musical and physical 
expression is almost like bliss in the body." 

Rain said he feels the music has a lot of 
energy. 

Photos by Ailey Kato/ The Western Front 

(Above) Caroline Buchalter, Western 
alumna, said she is a Monday night 
regular Hula-Hooper. 
(Left) Jessie Cassidy gyrates to reggae 
rhythms at the 3B Tavern on a recent 
Monday night. 

"The vibe of the music is pretty positive," 
Rain said. 

He said he believes that the gloomy weath
er of the northwest makes people more self-
conscious and reserved, and the hoops help 
to loosen that up. 

Bartender Siren Cox said she is usually 
too busy to spin a Hula-Hoop around, but she 
said that people seem to enjoy it. 

Cassidy, who has been coming to the 3B 
since October, said Mondays are always fun. 

"Once every other Monday I'm out here 
probably shaking a hoop or something," 
Myers said. "I can't ever leave without shak
ing it a little bit. It feels good." 
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Rebuild or reload? Vikings lose seven seniors 
By Ivy Plewman 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Some would say Western 
men's basketball has reached 
the end of a dynasty. Vikings 
fans will see plenty of changes in 
the team next year, most notice
ably the absence of seven strong 
seniors. 

Being pushed out of a playoff 
spot created a disappointing 
finale to the seniors' season. 

"The season came to a very, 
very disappointing end," senior 
center Brian "Yogi" Dennis said. 
"We were screwed out of the 
playoff spot." 

Viking forward Andy Wheat 
said he thought the season 
shouldn't have ended when it 
did. 

"We finished strong," Wheat 
said. "I thought it was an injus
tice that we didn't make the 
playoffs." 

Darnell Taylor said. "I realized 
it was coming to an end so I 
enjoyed every moment." 

Seniors A.J. Giesa, Robert 
Harvie, Jacob Stevenson, 
Shelton Diggs and Dennis have 
played together at Western for 
four years. Wheat and Taylor 
both joined the team later. 

'Watching them go from 
being freshmen, figuring it 
all out, to having confi
dence and determination. 
It's gratifying.' 

Brad Jackson 
Western head coach 

Despite the foul end of the sea
son, the senior players look posi
tively on their experience at 
Western and on their last season. 

"Being our senior season, we 
had to step up," senior guard 

7 realized it was coming to 
an end so I enjoyed every 
moment.' 

Darnell Taylor 
Western guard 

Having spent four years 
together helped the team to cre
ate very strong bonds both on 
and off the court. 

"It was easy for them to be all 
business on the court, but off the 
court we were all friends," 
Taylor said. "They're my boys. 
I've never been on a team who 
could do that without holding 
grudges, without being mad 
after practice." 

Wheat said he noticed the 
strong bond between the team
mates and the senior class when 
he transferred from Edmonds 
Community College. 

"The team has great chem
istry," Wheat said. "All the team
mates are close friends. We had 
a really good time together. It's 
the camaraderie." 

Diggs said he will miss that 
off-court closeness. 

"I'll miss hangin' out in the 
locker room," Diggs said. "We're 
still gonna hang out, but I'll 

Heather Tr imm/ The Western Front 

With seven seniors graduating from the Western men's basketball team, head coach 
Brad Jackson will see a lot of new faces in his huddles next season. 
miss that next year." 

Head coach Brad Jackson said 
watching the players progress 
as players as well as people 
while at Western has been 
rewarding. 

"That is one of the things you 
enjoy the most," Jackson said. 
"Watching them go from being 
freshmen, figuring it all out, to 
having confidence and determi
nation. It's gratifying." 

Western has been a memorable 
experience for every one of the 

seniors. As they finish their 
degrees or student teach or possi
bly play overseas, the men all 
have memories from Western bas
ketball that will last a lifetime. 

"I always wanted to play col
lege basketball," Harvie said. 
"The team was like a family. I 
made good friends." 

Wheat referred to the crowd 
as the most memorable part or 
playing at Western. 

"The crowd support from 
everybody was great," Wheat 

said. "They stood behind the 
team even when we weren't 
doing so well. There were no 
bandwagon fans." 

As for next year, Jackson is 
optimistic. 

"We'll be coming in with a new 
look," Jackson said. "We have 
strong numbers coming back to 
build on in Nehemiah Campbell, 
Mike Palm, and Jason Burrell. 
We also have a very fine fresh
man class. We hope we can be 
very competitive." 

Sellyo 
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Madness only 
beginning 

Josh 
Dumond 

SPORTS 

COMMENTARY 

After one day of surprises, 
bracket busters and raucous 
fans all over the nation support
ing their team, the excitement of 
March Madness has begun with
out an end in sight. 

March Madness is a time for 
buzzer beaters, David vs. 
Goliath matchups, drinking 
beer, hanging out with friends, 
and some good, old-fashioned 
basketball. 

Is there anything better than 
waking up sprawled out on the 
couch, nursing a hangover, skip
ping class while watching the 
"tourney" all day long? 

Sports just does not get much 
better than March Madness and 
it is too bad it only happens once 
a year. When else can basket
ball-craving fans join their 
friend's bracket pool and root for 
teams they have never heard of 
and know nothing about? 

Fans find themselves with 
four brackets on their coffee 
table with endless scenarios 
possible. It is hard to root for 
the underdog after picking the 
higher seed, but fans find them
selves rooting for them anyway 
only because they want to see 
the big dogs go down. 

For once it is normal for fans 
to be jumping around the room 
with goose bumps after a huge 
upset by a school they have no 

See UNDERDOG, Page 12 

Varsity baseball not feasible 
By Matthew Hietala 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western's mens varsity base
ball program was dropped after 
the 1981 season during a tough 
era in Viking athletics. 
Something had to be done. The 
basketball team was coming off 
a 4-21 season and the football 
team was 2-8. 

A committee was formed to 
evaluate Western athletics. The 
committee figured baseball, cou
pled with its costs, could be 
eliminated easily, said Western 
Sports Information Director 
Paul Madison. 

More than 20 years later, 
Western still doesn't have a var
sity baseball team. 

The main reason there is no 
baseball program now has to do 
with NCAA regulations on gen
der equality. Currently Western 
has 15 varsity sports, seven 
men's and eight women's. In 
order to receive tuition waivers 
from the state, the male to 
female ratio in these varsity 
sports must closely resemble the 
student population. 

Women make up 54 percent of 
the total student body and 
approximately 51 percent of ath
letes competing at Western. If a 
men's varsity baseball team 
were to be added, men would 
likely make up a greater per
centage of athletes than women. 
No tuition waivers would be 
granted, thus Western would 
lose a lot of money. 

For baseball to become a 
school-funded varsity sport, 
another women's sport would 
have to be added or one of the 
current men's sports would need 

to be dropped. Administration 
does not see this happening any
time soon. 

"We're not interested in drop
ping a sport to add another," 
said Western Director of 
Athletics Lynda Goodrich. 

Funding and facilities would 
need to improve in order to bring 
baseball back to Western. 

Western doesn't currently have 
a baseball field and each Joe 
Martin Stadium use requires a fee. 
With daily practices, this would 
become costly. Western would have 
to construct a new baseball field to 
add a varsity team. 

Western began a club baseball 
team shortly after the varsity 
one was eliminated. Current 
club coach and player Adam 
McNeley said not having a home 
field is difficult on their practice 
schedule. 

He said the club team tries to 
practice wherever they can find 
an open field, but often they 
can't. 

"Sometimes we have to go use 
softball fields," he said. 

McNeley said the batting cage 
facilities at the Sportsplex are 
far from desirable. 

Western would have to build 
new ones if they had a varsity 
team, Goodrich said. 

She said they would also need 
to hire a coaching staff, and good 
coaches tend to be costly. 

The baseball club has many 
financial obstacles to hurdle 
because they are not funded 
through the school. The team 
does get a small allocation from 
the state and Western has a 
founder account from last year's 
team that helps cover a minimal 
amount of the general cost, but 

there still are plenty more out-of-
pocket expenses, McNeley said. 

McNeley said the team has to 
pay for rental vans for road 
trips, gas, hotels and game balls. 
Each player also has to buy his 
own uniforms, often costing 
close to $200, he said. But teams 
usually have to pay a fee to 
enter a tournament. Even if 
they play a "home" game at Joe 
Martin Stadium, they have to 
pay for the umpires along with 
the field fee, he said. 

'This area's really bad for 
baseball and softball.' 

Lynda Goodrich 
Western Athletic Director 

Goodrich said she is concerned 
about bringing back the baseball 
program because it would con
flict with scheduling. College 
baseball teams usually play 
more than 40 games in a regular 
season. Central Washington 
University's team is scheduled 
for nearly 50 games. This would 
cut into much of the athletes' 
class time, especially if the team 
were to make the playoffs, 
where even more games would 
be played. 

With few colleges and univer
sities in the area with varsity 
baseball teams, the travel dis
tance to games would be longer, 
Madison said. 

Baseball in Bellingham also 
means rainouts. 

"This area's really bad for base
ball and softball," Goodrich said. 

When the baseball program 

was dropped, women's crew and 
both men's and women's soccer 
were added. Cancelations in 
those sports are rare, making 
them economically attractive. 

"Soccer can be played rain or 
shine," Madison said. 

This ties in with the financial 
aspect, she said. Varsity base
ball is expensive and financially 
unattractive because games are 
often canceled due to weather. 

"That happens to us in soft-
ball," Goodrich said. 

The women's softball team 
had three double headers can
celed this year. Goodrich said 
they have been lucky so far 
because they haven't had to pay 
for road trips. Two of the double 
headers have been at home and 
the other was canceled early 
enough to save a trip. 

McNeley said the club team 
tries to be positive tha t its 
games will be played before they 
make long trips. Sometimes the 
games are canceled after all the 
money is paid, he said. It's not 
possible to get a refund on $100 
worth of gasoline. 

"If we actually go, we have to 
eat it (the money)," he said. 

Goodrich said she figured the 
cost of adding a baseball pro
gram would be roughly 
$150,000, and that's the low end 
estimate. She said adding any 
other women's sport would prob
ably be the same cost. 

"Where do you come up with 
the money?" Madison said. 

Goodrich said the only way 
she sees a baseball team being 
added anytime soon is if some
one donated $3 million and said 
they wanted Western to have a 
baseball team. 
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Western baseball finds talent off-campus Believe in 
By Niki Smith 

T H E WESTERN FRONT 

The Western men's baseball 
club found a new pitcher in the 
most unlikely of places. Taking 
advantage of rules that let non-
students participate in club 
sports, the Vikings found talent 
outside of the student body. 

Vikings pitcher Barry Scapini, 
22, moved to Bellingham three 
years ago with the idea that he 
would continue his baseball 
career at Western, yet three 
years later he is just starting 
that mission. 

After graduating in 1998 from 
Hazen High School in Renton, 
Scapini played one year at 
Green River Community 
College. 

Following that year, he moved 
to Bellingham and enrolled at 
Whatcom Community College. 

Scapini was at a local bar 
when he first heard about the 
baseball club at Western. 
Looking into it, he decided to 
tryout for the 2000 season, bu t . 
instead chose to take a coaching 
job at Sehome High School. 

"I think it is fun to coach kids 
and point them in the right 
direction," Scapini said. "I 
remember my dad was always 
my coach and he made time to 
play with me, but I also remem
ber the kids who didn't have 
anyone to play catch with." 

The following year Scapini 
took the year off from baseball 
and realized how much playing 
meant to him. This year, Scapini 

Candace Nelson/ The Western Front 
Viking pitcher Barry "Chip" Scapini has resurrected his 
baseball career at Western after a three-year layoff. 
decided to tryout again for the 
team. 

Scapini offers the team a dif
ferent look than the rest of the 
pitchers because he is left-
handed. 

"It makes me different, 
because the majority of the pitch
ers are right-handed, so it gives 
me a different look," Scapini said. 
"Most lefties have extra move
ment on the ball as well, so that 
gives me an advantage." 

Scapini throws a variety of 
different pitches, but said his 
fastball is his best pitch. 

"If I need to get somebody out 
or throw a strike I would pitch 
the fastball," Scapini said, 
whose fastball has been clocked 
as high as 84 miles per hour. 
"The other pitches I show so the 
hitters are so they will have 
them in the back of their mind 
and not just wait for the fast
ball." 

At age 5, Scapini started play
ing baseball along side his 
brother Nick. However, at that 
age, he didn't stand out as any
thing special and spent most of 
his younger years in his broth
er's shadow. 

"One year I quit because I got 
so sick and tired of people 
always asking if I was Nick's 
brother," Scapini said. "I remem
ber he sat me down and told me 
'Who cares what others say.' He 
would tell me just to play my 
own game." 

When asked who inspired 
him to continue playing base
ball, Scapini said his brother 
Nick, who not only helped him 
out as a kid, but in college as 
well. 

When Scapini played at Green 
River Community College, he 
said he missed out on fun activi
ties due to baseball practices 
and games. He vividly remem
bers one particular time when 
he was unable to go to the Apple 
Cup because of baseball. When 
Scapini complained to his broth
er, he put his baseball career in 
perspective for him. 

"He got mad at me about com
plaining how I couldn't hang out 
on the Apple Cup weekend," 
Scapini said . "He wrote me this 
letter that said he would trade 
places with me any day." 

Scapini kept the letter from 
his brother in his hat that year 
while he pitched to remind him 
how lucky he was, and said he 
would never forget what his 
brother has done for him. 

underdogs 
From UNDERDOG, Page 11 

affiliation with. 
That's not normal behavior for 

the average fan. March Madness 
brings out the best fan in all of us. 

March Madness is also a time 
for those non-basketball fans to 
shine. These are the fans who 
never pay attention to basket
ball, but want to get in on the 
craziness of March Madness. 
They put their five bucks in, fill 
out a bracket without any 
knowledge of the teams, and 
don't pay any attention to the 
tournament. 

Two weeks later they are sur
prised to find out they won the 
pot of $200 while their friends 
are wondering what the hell 
happened. 

Here are some words of wis
dom for bracket pools. If fans 
are in a pool for the money, they 
shouldn't pay attention to the 
regular season, records, or tour
nament seedings. If they are in 
it for fun they should pay atten
tion to those things. 

Yesterday, everyone learned 
some of the twists and turns of 
March Madness. Gonzaga wor
ried too much about their seed
ing instead of Wyoming and lost. 
Kent State is for real. Marquette 
is not. Ohio State and Kansas 
are both lucky to still be alive. 

Who knows what the rest of 
the tourney will bring? Be ready 
for anything and everything 
and enjoy it because this frenzy 
only happens once a year. 
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Women deserve equal chance in sports 
Heidi 

Mulhern 

COMMENTARY 

The NCAA standards for gen
der equality in collegiate athlet
ics is an exceptional concept to 
provide at this level. 

This standard provides equal 
participation among athletes 
and shows how a college endors
es and supports equality among 
men and women. 

This gives women athletes a 
chance to prove themselves and 
try to gain more recognition 
from outsiders. 

In the past, men have enjoyed 
the freedom of sports at the col
legiate level, while females have 
constantly been put on the back 
burner and continue to receive 
half-assed coverage. 

A great example of gender dif
ferences in sports is in the 
media coverage. 

Much more coverage and priv
ileges are awarded to men's 
sports and they receive much 
more television coverage. 

'Not having another men's 
collegiate team is a good 
idea an even though there 
is only an eight percent 

difference in genders exists 
on campus.' 

Currently March Madness is 
showing on television and men's 
games are dominating the 
screen, while women's scores 
scroll along the bottom of the 
screen, as if this is enough of a 

highlight for a women's game. 
If schools have to follow this 

NCAA policy in gender equality, 
then it would be nice to see this 
reflected in television coverage 
to show this policy is present at 
the collegiate level. 

This policy is obviously not 
present at the professional level, 
because extended cable is need
ed to catch a WNBA game, while 
NBC regularly televises NBA 
games. 

Since 54 percent of students 
enrolled at Western are female, 
this policy abides by the per
centage, which results in more 
female athletics. 

This is why Western does not 
have a baseball team, as many 
have wondered. 

Not having another men's col
legiate team is a good idea even 
though there is only an eight 
percent difference in genders on 
campus exists. 

The percentage is large 

enough that women have a right 
to one more sport than men. If 
Western were to go against the 
NCAA gender equality policy, 
tuition waivers would be pulled. 

'Much more coverage and 
privileges are awarded to 

men's sports and they 
receive much more television 

coverage! 

The waiver is like a scholar
ship, but just waives the tuition 
of outstanding athletes. If 
Western were to go against this 
policy, this perk would be lost. 

Western's actions in following 
the NCAA standards for gender 
equality are well supported and 
the baseball team will just have 
to wait. 
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Professors grade students, evaluations 
necessary for students to have input 

Western currently has no policy requiring faculty to issue 
teaching evaluations at the end of each quarter. 

By neglecting to institute such policy, the administration is 
ignoring the students it is supposed to represent. Evaluating 
teacher performance is necessary to maintain a high level of qual
ity faculty. It remains the only viable platform to voice criticisms 
students might have regarding faculty instruction. 

According to Western's faculty handbook guidelines, tenured 
and non-tenured faculty are not required to provide teacher eval
uations. 

Students help fund faculty salaries, and should therefore have 
an opportunity to decide who is not providing exceptional educa
tional instruction. 

Teachers reflect student's performance through grades. 
Similarly, students should have the right to indicate perfor

mance levels through class evaluations. 
Theatre department chair Mark Kuntz said he gives class eval

uations because they help him become a better teacher. 
The evaluations include questions about timeliness, course con

tent, teacher accessibility and course difficulty. 
Kuntz said he uses the information from the evaluations to 

improve class curriculum and teaching style. 
Assistant biology professor Craig Moyer said the school does 

not emphasize student feedback enough, so he creates his own 
questionnaire with 25-50 questions to better understand what his 
students are thinking. 

Moyer said it is important to improve classes so students feel 
as though they are getting their money's worth. 

Still many faculty members cite tenure and excessive teaching 
experience as reasons to refuse evaluation. Tenure is not an 
excuse for invincibility from student evaluation. In order to 
retain the most capable teachers in employment, faculty should 
not be free from the criticisms of the students they instruct. 

All faculty, tenured or not, stand to improve from student 
response. It is the responsibility of the administration to ensure 
that all students are allowed this medium to voice such concerns. 
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And we quote: 
"The numbers proposed by Mr. Bush — a huge 
tax cut, increased spending for defense, educa
tion and health and money set aside for Social 

Security — did not add up when he was running 
for President. They did not add up when he pro
posed his own budget last month. They certainly 
did not add up when the economy was jolted by 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, sending revenues 
plummetting. And they do not add up today as 
Congress begins wrestling with the budget." 

The New York Times editorial board, 
March 14, commenting on President Bush's 

proposed budget 

Voters should approve gas tax 
Marissa 
Bisnar 

COMMENTARY 

tern, which is in dire need of 
improvement. 

If taxpayers do not pay now, 
they will have to pay even more 
in the future. 

Putting off tasks until they 
become too big to handle is a 
problem that challenges many 
people. 

Whether it's writing a big 
term paper, or getting a sore 
tooth fixed, the situation will 
just get worse if it's not dealt 
with early. 

Washington state is currently 
facing this same situation con
cerning its transportation sys-

'The gas tax would be 
phased in over a few 
years and would only 
affect those who drive 

frequently.' 

The Legislature's $8.7 billion 
compromise to relieve traffic 
congestion Tuesday night is 

based upon a voter approved 
nine cents-per-gallon tax 
increase, which would make it 
the second highest gas tax in the 
United States, according to the 
Associated Press. 

Washington's gas tax is a flat 
tax that has increased seven 
times over the last 25 years, 
according to the Washington 
State Department of 
Transportation. 

Safety must be a priority for 
people who are not willing to 
give up the extra money. 

Washington's roads are 
extremely hazardous, roads 
flood and crumble yearly, and 

See GAS, Page 15 

Students should consider AS Board 
Brian 

Martin 

AS 
VOICE 

March 7 was an important 
date for Western's campus. 

The tone for next year's 
Associated Students began to 
take shape as the representa
tion of 11,000 students is soon to 
be decided. 

This was when the filing peri
od for candidates running for a 
position on the AS Board of 
Directors was opened. 

Students from every part of 
campus started down the road to 
try for one of the seven spots in 
Western's student government. 

Each year a handful of brave 
Western students are faced with 
many sleepless nights as they lie 
awake thinking of their next 
campaign strategy. 

They will not only increase 
their stress levels, but will also 
have their courage tested and 
their imagination exercised over 
the next two months. 

This is a time of heightened 
anxiety, but it is also a time for 
new opportunities. 

It is a time to meet new peo
ple, to make new friends, and to 
have the chance to make a dif
ference on Western's campus. 

Some say that most students 
are not cut out to run for office 
and to become the student voice 
for an entire campus, but they 
are wrong. 

If a student has had an opin
ion on something that affects 
them on campus, they should 
think about running for office. 

If they ever felt like they could 
represent students, or had ideas 
that would benefit the entire 
campus, they should run for 
office. 

If a student has ever looked 
for a way to get involved, to 
become part of campus life, or 
feel like they should give back to 
the place that has given them so 
much, they should run for office. 

No matter what reason a stu
dent comes up with, if they can 
represent the students on 
Western's campus they need to 
run for a spot on next year's AS 
Board. 

Prospective candidates should 
not let a perceived lack of expe
rience with the Associated 
Students deter them. 

Nor should students let the 
idea of too much responsibility 

stop them from becoming an 
important part of their campus 
community. 

In fact, more responsibility, 
oddly enough, actually makes a 
student more productive and 
looks really good on a resume. 

With seven positions open, 
and each handling a different 
aspect of campus life, there is 
sure to be an opening that inter
ests everyone. 

After having two positions run 
unopposed last year, the current 
board of directors hopes it won't 
happen again. 

These positions are too valu
able for students not to have a 
choice. 

Yes, the candidate-filing peri
od opened March 7, but it is not 
too late if someone feels like 
they want to run for a position. 

Prospective candidates have 
until April 5 to fill out their can
didate packet. 

If this sounds intriguing, they 
should talk to the current AS 
Board and stop by VU 504 and 
grab a packet and start down 
the path that could change their 
life. 

They could make a difference 
in themselves and make a differ
ence on Western's campus. 

They should sign up today. 
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Washington roads among worst, 
* lack of adequate funds problem 

From GAS, Page 14 

some even take lives. 
The Blue Ribbon Commission 

on Transportation, a board cre-
ated by the Legislature and gov-

^ ernor in 1998 to give an analysis 
of statewide transportat ion 
needs, claimed in its report that 
Highway 2 from Everett to 
Cashmere and Highway 270 
from Pullman to Idaho were 
among some of the roads that 

9 need repair. 
The commission identified 

almost 1,000 bridges that are 
not earthquake-safe. 

Other proposals included con
gestion relief at the Blaine- bor
der crossing and 520 bridge over 

W Lake Washington. 
These hazards affect every

one's safety. 

The gas tax would be phased 
in over a few years, and would 
only affect those who drive fre
quently. 

The tax would help fund vari
ous alternative transportation 
options such as buses, vanpools 
and carpools, ultimately easing 
congestion. 

If legislator's .decide to con
duct a private vote, people could 
vote.as early as this summer. ; 

Paying or putting the tax off 
means paying more in the long 
run. 

People have to accept the gas 
tax now before Washington's 
roads become even worse. 

Letters to the Editor 
Articles lacked accurate 
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Springtime is for Lovers 

mlormafion oo oil summer cows** offered fey 
»rn Washington University, call (509) S2S4355 
for a fr«« Summer S«ision 2002 catalog. 

Camden Chameleon is Moving! G 
1146 N. STATE ST. 
( A C R O S S F R O M T H E H E R S L D ) 

OPENING I N EARLY MARCH. KNOWLEDGEABLE • ASEPTIC • COURTEOUS • HYGENIC • ARTISTIC d 7 * - 7 3 3 © 

WESTERN FRONT CLASSIFIEDS 

1993 BUICK Regal, 
Leather, C D . Good 
Maintenance, $2,200 OBO 
714-8794 

POOL TABLE w/ 
accessories, very good 
condition, $500 OBO 
715-8080 

HP 

NEWER SOUTHSIDE 1 
Bed blocks to WWU. W/D, 
DW, disposal & deck w/ 
view. WSG incl. $575/mo 
676-0194 

1 BED near WWU and 
shopping. Deck, on-site 
laundry, 600+/- sq ft. WSG 
and basic cable incl. $485/ 
mo 676-0194 

BRAND NEW 1Bd&2Bd/ 
1.5 ba Suites near WWU 
&Haggen. W/D, DW, micro, 
disposal, deck, security 

system, & high-speed 
internet access. WSG incl. 
$595-700/mo 676-0194 

NEWER SOUTHSIDE 4Bd/ 
2Ba & 3+Bd/2Ba 
townhouse style duplexes 
blocks to WWU! W/D, DW, 
garage & yard 1,250-1,450 
+/- sq ft. $1,150-$1,250/mo. 
Landscape incl. 676-0194 

NEWER1,2,&3Bd/1.5ba. 
Deck, DW, disposal, W/D 
hook-ups in 2Bd, W/D in 3 
Bd. WSG incl. $495-795/mo 
676-0194 

LARGE SOUTHSIDE 2Bd, 
blocks to WWU! Deck, 
disposal, and on-site 
laundry, WSG incl. $625/mo 
676-0194 

3 RMS for rent in 4BR Apt. 
Available Now! Walking 
Distance to WWU. Rooms 
range from $240-$275/ 
month. 2115 Taylor Ave. Call 
Jamie @ 961-7548 

GREAT NEW 3BR/2BA. W/ 
D, DW. No pets, N/S. $850/ 
mo - avail April 1st. 
734-2514. 

NEW 3BR/2BA townhouse 
with view. W/D, DW. Secure 
Building. No pets, N/S. 
$1200/mo - April 1st. 
734-2514. 

SPACIOUS 1BDRM apt. 
Avail. Now w/s/g & cable 
incl. DW, disposal & Ig ba. 
2 blocks from WWU $550/ 
mo call Lindsay at 961 -6806 

Players & Games now 
available. Phone 676-9120 
for details. 

HELP WANTED 

GRADUATION TICKETS 
needed! Will pay $. Call 
650-9714. 

ELITE DVD-GAMES, 505 
32nd St. Close to WWU in 
Viking Plaza. Extensive 
collection of DVD movies, 
games & players to rent. 
PS2, X-Box & Gamecube 

AMERICORPS-VISTA-
Position Volunteer 
Coordinator, FT-40 HRS / 
WK$718/MO,STIPINDor 
EDU Award, Health Ins Incl 
- Term Life Optional, Call 
Irene 733-9357 ASAP 

WANTED HOUSE
KEEPER, Motel, Alger WA 
360 724 3477 

WANTED FREE room; 
night person motel Alger WA 
360 724 3477 

I NEED a Dog/House sitter 
from 4/6 - 4/14. 2 
Rambunctious, Sweet dogs. 
References required . 
676-7845. 

$250 A Day Potential/ 
Bartending. Training 
Provided. 1-800-293-3985 
x227. 

ALASKA SUMMER JOBS 
- Live and work at 
Denali National Park. 
www \̂laskaSummerJobs.com. 

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 
at the Lake Hills Resort, 
Priest Lake. Tours Idaho 
is hiring - looking for 
reliable, honest, hard 
working individuals 
in all departments. Call 
208-443-2551 for an app. 
www.HillsResort.com. 

.mnnii.... 

BURGER FRIES & soda 
$2.95 Open until 10p.m. 
daily. The malt shop 1135 
Railroad Ave. 

| | |j||j^|i|||^Hi| 
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County sales tax increase prevents bus route cuts 
From BUSES, Page 1 

Western senior Chad Herman 
said he is glad the tax increase 
passed because he rides the bus 
to school every day. 

"The bus is an important ser
vice for everyone, especially for 
the students," Herman said. "I 
know they were looking at cutting 
some routes from Ferndale and I 
know some students that take the 
bus from out there, so it wouldn't 
have been good for them." 

United for Bellingham, a polit
ical action committee, gave other 
options on its Web site, including 

reducing or privatizing the spe
cialized transportation services. 

Lynn Carpenter, United for 
Bellingham representative, said 
she is concerned about how the 
WTA spent its reserve money 
after 1-695 passed. 

"If they (the WTA) had shown 
some reaction when their spend
ing was cut a couple of years ago, 
I wouldn't have a problem with 
the tax increase," Carpenter said. 
'They continued to spend like 
they had all the money in the 
world. Then when their reserve 
fund was low they went to the vot

ers and asked for more money." 
Chris Robertson had good 

things to say about the tax hike. 
"It is a good thing for the stu

dents," Robertson said. "It is a 
really good bus system. People 
can live in Bellingham without a 
car because the bus system is so 
good." 

E the voters had turned down 
Proposition 1, WTA would have cut 
fixed bus route service by nearly 
half, and made additional cuts to 
specialized, weekend and evening 
services, including the elimination 
of 12 routes serving Western. 

Locke to sign tuition hike 
By Laura Thoren 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Gov. Locke approved a 14 per
cent tuition cap today, for all 
state regional universities, 
including Western, as part of the 
state's $22.5 billion budget plan. 

The state 's Higher 
Education Council approved 
changes tha t would cut univer
sity funding and increase 
tuition for students. 

Other changes included a 16 
percent tuition cap increase for 
the state's research institutions 
and a 5 percent cut in funding 
for regional schools rather than 

the originally proposed seven 
percent cut. 

It is unclear at this time 
where budget cuts will be made 
at Western, Associated Students 
President Corey Eichner said. 
Those questions will not be 
answered until Western's Board 
of Trustees meets April 12. 

Eichner also said he hopes 
that when raising tuition, the 
Board of Trustees will consider 
the state Senate's intention that 
students not bear all the burden 
of the cuts. 

"There will also be no restric
tions on tuition wavers," 
Eichner said. 

Your good time guide 
to the latest movies, music, 

club scene, books and eateries 
in Whatcom, Seattle, and B.C. 

Thursdays 

THE BEfflSSlM HERALD 
www.bellinghamherald.com 

Who's Who in Bellingham Business 
A 

We look forward to seeing you! 
1001 Harris Ave. In 
Historic Fairhaven 
(360)671-5655 

For 13 years Bead Bazaar has 
been helping Bellingham resi
dents discover the fun and ease 
of making their own personal
ized jewelry. Their selection of 
beads is large and ranges from 
elegant stone & crystal to the 
more ethnic bone & wood, with 
lots of glass, clay and metal in 
between. Bead Bazaar carries 
the supplies to create earrings, 
chokers, bracelets and other 
items as well. 

They also help with the 'how-to' 
of making jewelry. There's a 
large selection of books for 
ideas, knowledgeable staff 
ready to answer questions, tools 
and counter space to work, free 
demonstrations and hand-outs. 

Bead Bazaar is conveniently 
located close to Western in the 
Historic Fairhaven District. So 
come in ready for fun and a 
desire to make jewelry suited to 
just your taste and style. 

^^^^mmf^^Wmf^mmmSm^m^KSmm^^^^^m 

Brent, DeeAnn, 

Wmm 

dedication a ^ 

Personal attention is our focus when you walk through 
Ebright Wight s doors. As specialists in student 

housing, we will help you find that perfect 
home away from home. 

"The staff always makes 
me feel welcome. They 
are fun and never too busy 
to give me their attention." 

-tenant Rich Wheeler 

"The front office gals 
are great... supportive 
and very helpful." 

-tenant Jenny 

"From the moment we 
walked into Ebright's office 
we were impressed with their 
friendly professionalism..." 

-tenants Meg and Jeannine 

EBBIGBTT 
WIGHT 

www.ebrightwight.coni 

(360) 733 - 7944 
I400 Broadway, Bellingham 

tii 
m 



Western Washington University 

Faith 
A look at Western students' spiritual beliefs and concerns Bellingham, Washington 

Sikhing one god 
By Dian McClurg 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Sikhism may not be represented at 
Western as a religious club or in a formal 
organization, but several Western students 
do practice the Indian religion. 

"Sikhism is the fifth largest religion in the 
world," senior Minto Singh said. "I know at 
least 15 people at Western who practice the 
religion." 

Sikhism is distinct from other Indian reli
gions. People of all faith are welcomed into 
the Sikh temple. Sikhs believe in one god and 
the equality of all human beings. The Sikh 
faith rejects the Hindu caste system, idolatry 
and ritualism. Sikhism preaches universal 
equality and scorns those who consider 
women to be evil and inferior to men. 

Singh was born into the Sikh faith 24 
years ago in Punjab, India. His family moved 
to New York City when he was 3-years-old 
and then to Bellingham seven or eight years 
ago, but they have kept their faith. 

Senior Harmit Gill. 23, was born in India 
and his family moved to California when he 
was a child. Gill grew up in Washington, 
attending Sikh temples in Surrey, British 
Columbia and in Lynden. 

Gill and Singh began an Associated 
Students club called Zamana to organize the 
exchange of social, cultural and intellectual 
issues for people with a special interest in 
India, Pakistan, Nepal and other South 
Asian countries. Currently members are 
planning an event for April to celebrate 
Vaisaki, the Sikh new year. 

Junior Suki Sangha has lived in Lynden 
with her family for nearly 18 years. Her 
father, Mohinder Sangha, is the president of 
the Sikh temple in Lynden. Guru Nanak 
Gursikh Temple was named after Guru 

Nanak, the 15th century founder of the Sikh 
religion. 

For an average Sunday service, nearly 50 
people attend the Sikh temple in Lynden, 
Sangha said. On days when the temple offers 
a free lunch, called a Langar, after service, 
the temple is packed with nearly 150 people, 
she said. 

The largest concentrations of Sikhs live in 
Punjab, where the religion originates. The 
country with the second largest population is 
England, followed by Canada and then the 
United States. 

"I'm not sure why Sikhs have been drawn 
to those particular countries," Singh said. 
"Probably because they offer good economic 
opportunities for the people compared to 
other places." 

Khalsa: Sikh Saint-soldiers 
Emblems of the Faith 

Kesh: Uncut hair. A sign of resignation to the 
Will of God. 
Karigha: A small wooden comb used to keep 
hair tidy at all times. 
Kach: Long undershorts typically worn by 
soldiers for freedom of movement. 
Kara: A steel bracelet worn around the wrist 
as a reminder of one's faith. 
Kirpan: A saber to be used as a last measure 
of protection in case the need to defend one
self or another arises. 

Jennifer Collins/ The Western Front 

Local Sikh Kiran Gill ponders a service Sunday at the Nanak 
Gursikh Gurudwara Sikh Temple in Lynden. She is one of about 
150 people who attended the service. Sikhs welcome people of any 
religion to visit their services and share Indian meals afterwards. 

Building bridges, Restoring Eden 
Club works to unite Western Christians and environmentalists 

IN THIS ISSUE 

By Dian McClurg 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western senior Katie Frankhauser has 
been a Christian her whole life and an envi
ronmentalist since she enrolled at Huxley 
College of Environmental Studies in fall 
2000. 

The same year she became a Huxley stu
dent, Frankhauser learned of a national 
group called Restoring Eden, whose purpose 
was to bring together Christians and envi
ronmentalists in a mutually beneficial rela
tionship formerly thought impossible. 

Frankhauser said she suddenly realized 
she could do the unthinkable. 
She could combine her faith 
with her convictions and estab
lish a Western chapter of 
Restoring Eden. 

In spring 2000, Frankhauser 
joined with Huxley senior 
Candice Youngren to form the 
Associated Students club 
Restoring Eden. The club works to overcome 
stereotypes and misconceptions that keep 
Christians from understanding their call to 
environmentalism, and environmentalists 

from understanding 
how to work with 
Christians. 

"There are huge 
barriers of stereo
types there in both 
g r o u p s , " 
Frankhauser said. 
"Many Christians 
believe they can't be 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s 
without becoming 
pagan worshippers of 
the earth. Many envi
ronmentalists believe 

EXTINCTION 

STEWARDSHIP 

Christians will never be interested in envi
ronmentalism because 
Christianity is solely con
cerned with humans and sav
ing human souls." 

The club's founding 
premise is based on scriptures 
from the Bible telling 
Christians of their call to stew
ardship of the earth, said Ryne 

Huxley senior and member of Leckie, 
Restoring Eden. 

"The call to stewardship has been over
looked and is not a major issue in the church 
today," Leckie said. "I'd like to try to help it 
become more so, and show environmental
ists that Christians do have this call and can 
be a part of the work they do." 

One of the biggest challenges for 
Restoring Eden has been to attract mem
bers, Leckie said. Currently there are about 
seven members. 

Restoring Eden has worked with Western 
Environmental Watch and Greenways. On 
Ear th Day, the club partnered with 
Bellingham First Baptist Church 

"Just by our being involved in other 
groups on campus, people are finding out 
about Restoring Eden," Frankhauser said. 

The 'Inn' thing 

Western stu
dents wor
ship, seek 

the meaning 
of life and 

build friend
ships at The 
Inn services. 

See Story, Page 6. 

Faith and terror 

Local Musl ims and Sikhs 
remember 
the first har
rowing days 
after Sept. 11 
and still 
cope with 
discrimina
tion at the 

Canadian border, at school 
and work. 

See story, Page 4. 

For news tips, call (360) 650-3162 or e-mail the Western Front at wfront@cc.wwu.edu www.westernfrontonline.com Please recycle 
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For members of the Christian group Athletes in Action, 
the greatest victory attainable is accepting Jesus Christ into their lives. 

By Rick Segreda 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus Christ bestowed blessings 
on the gentle, the sorrowful, the 
merciful and the peacemakers — 
hardly qualities that are imme
diately associated with competi
tive sports. 

Would Jesus don boxing gloves 
or a football helmet? Indeed, the 
very essence of competition, the 
desire to prove one's supremacy 
over others in a skill, seems an 
affront to humility. 

Not for Scott Staley, a fresh
man who runs cross-country. 

"It's not wrong to be competi
tive, to be the best you can be," 
Staley said. "It can be bad when 
you wish bad on your opponent." 

Staley belongs to Athletes in 
Action (AIA), a ministry of 
Campus Crusade for Christ that 
brings together students who 
share both a love for sports and a 
love for the man they recognize 
as the Son of God. 

"Our ultimate goal is to love 

our neighbor," he said. "But if I 
run, I want my fellow runner to 
run his best." 

7 don't think God is a 
Western fan; I think he is 
more concerned with how 
we get along.' 

Kirby Myers 
Immanuel Baptist Church pastor 

That way, Staley said, his vic
tory will be an honest one. 

His fellow Christian athletes 
shared Staley's view. At a weekly 
gathering on Indian Street, the 
Western chapter of AIA talked 
about winning competitions not 
in terms of glorifying themselves 
or belittling an opponent, but in 
terms of glorifying God by mak
ing the most of a passion and 
skill they attribute to him alone. 

Humility comes by way of 
gratitude. 

"God gave you an opportunity 
to compete," Western golfer 

Shannon Fitzpatrick said. "A lot 
of people don't even have the 
chance." 

Kirby Myers, who will attend 
spring training in Florida, is a 
pastor at Immanuel Baptist 
Church and the spiritual men
tor for AIA. He drew a distinc
tion between what AIA does and 
religion. 

'This is not about religion," 
Myers said, "but a relationship 
with Jesus Christ." 

Indeed, "religion," Myers said, 
"is what got Jesus killed." 

For AIA, their faith also pro
vides balance and adds perspec
tive to the aggressive demands of 
competitive athletics. 

Myers quoted Blaise Pascal, a 
17th-century scientist and math
ematician who believed deeply in 
Jesus Christ: "We are each born 
with a Christ-shaped vacuum in 
our heart that only Christ can 
fill." 

"Until you come to know 
Christ, anything else is just icing 
on the cake," Myers said. 

"The competitive spirit is still 
there, but you still have some
thing else," Fitzpatrick said. 

Andy Wheat, a forward for the 
Viking men's basketball team, 
said the disappointment of not 
having his team get into the 
national playoffs, especially after 
a nine-game winning streak and 
for reasons that are still being 
disputed, has been tough. 

"That's the last time I'll ever 
play competitive," Wheat said. 

"But that's not everything," he 
said. "For some people it is 

Candace Nelson/ The Western Front 
Nicola Parker, Western volleyball player and member of Athletes in Action, smiles during 
practice. Parker is a sophomore and a defensive specialist for the Vikings. AIA brings 
together students sharing an involvement in sports and a love for Jesus Christ. 
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Rick Segreda/ The Western Front 
Athletes in Action member and Western junior Steve 
DeKoker (left), practices cross-country running with 
Martin Ranney, his running partner. 
everything." 

"Back in 1992 Magic Johnson 
said if he could win a gold medal 
in Barcelona, that would be 
enough for him, but it wasn't," 
Myers said. "When the Bulls won 
their fifth championship, 
Michael Jordan was already 
thinking about their sixth." 

The challenge to reconcile a 
violent, injurious sport, such as 
boxing, with Christianity is a 
tough one, Myers said. 

"That's why we have a lot of 
golfers and runners," Myers said 
jokingly. 

Josh Wright, an offensive tack
le for the Western football team, 
said that football is almost like a 
sinful sport. 

"You do things there that you 
are not allowed to do in public," 
Wright said. 

"Sure you care about your 
opponent off the field," he said. 
"But still you play your best." 

Myers did not argue for any 
winning team being a chosen 
people. 

"I don't think God is a Western 
fan; I think he is more concerned 
with how we get along," he said. 

The AIA meeting featured 
prayers, songs and inspiration. 
They listened to an audio tape of 
the late "Pistol" Peter Maravich, 

who described a career that was 
one of the most spectacular in 
NBA history in contrast with a 
hellish personal life. 

"In 1970, I signed the largest 
contract in sports history," 
Maravich said on the audio 
tape. "I sat at a press conference 
with Howard Cosell and 42 
microphones and said, 'I've 
arrived! Now all I need is that 
ring! Then I will be happy for 
the rest of my days on earth.' 
That was me on the outside. But 
at the height of my popularity, I 
was miserable." 

Twelve years later, in 1982, 
Maravich found his peace with 
God. 

Staley closed the AIA meeting 
with a quote from I Corinthians 
9:24-27. 

"Do you not know that in a 
race all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in such a 
way. as to get the prize. Everyone 
who competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it to 
get a crown that will not last for
ever. Therefore I do not run like 
a man running aimlessly; I do 
not fight like a man beating the 
air. No, I beat my body and make 
it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will 
not be disqualified for the prize." 

UMHE at WWU 
United Ministries in Higher Education 

at Western Washington University 

A goal of UMHE/WWU is to stimulate awareness and 
discussion of the relation of faith, society, and 
science and to witness to non-churched and 
non-Christian students about Christian concern for 
society and the world, as well as for the individual. 

Upcoming events: 
Abla Nasir, General Secretary of 

the YWCA of Palestine. 

Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer, Assistant Prof. 
of Justice and Peace Studies at the 

Univ. of St. Thomas and author of several books. 

Panel discussion on "Global Warming". 

Matthew Fox, founder and president of the 
University of Creation Spirituality. 

And more!! look for UMHE at WWU. 

Information contact: Vicki @ 676-9531 
or vldaybaz@qwest.net 
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A second look at religion 
Students re-examine their beliefs and go against the mold 

By Ailey Kato 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Western senior Jamie Sullivan was raised as a Roman 
Catholic until she was 15. She then converted to 
Protestantism. 

At age 19 she had questions about religion she could 
not answer, so she took a step back from religion, and 
she no longer considers herself a Christian. 

"I felt really hypocritical," Sullivan said. "I didn't real
ly fit any particular mold." 

Sullivan said she does not want to take a system of 
beliefs and fit herself into those expectations. 

"I feel I have to create my own way of living," Sullivan 
said. 

She said her personal beliefs involving God are uncon
ventional. 

Western sophomore Liz Racely grew up in a Christian 
home and said she considers herself a Christian. 

She said when she came to college she began to real
ize what it means to live a Christian life. 

"Being Christian is not just a Sunday notion," Racely 
said. "It's seven days a week. It's recognized every time 
you go to sleep, every time you wake up and should 
never be forgotten during the day." 

Racely said Christianity is probably the worst thing 
for her because she is a "control freak," but she has to 
rely on the gifts God has given her to live up to her 
potential. 

Although Racely said Christianity is difficult to prac
tice, she finds it rewarding. 

"Christianity doesn't work for me; it's a pain," Racely 
said. "But just knowing that, I take (being a Christian) 
as a challenge." 

Racely said she likes to test her Christian friends 
because they can become too comfortable in their beliefs. 
She said she admires Christians with strong convictions 
in their beliefs, and she wants to know how they got to 

that point. 
"I believe I am a representation of the struggle to do 

the best with what I've been given and to be a well-
rounded person," Racely said. 

She said some Christians might judge her, point their 
fingers at her and tell her she is not deep in her faith. 

"I'm glad I don't see things the way everyone else 
does," Racely said. 

She said she believes God is the underlying theme in 
everything. The question is whether this is apparent. 

'You are supposed to believe in God and only 
God, but I believe there could be something 

more. 
Alicia Bergschneider 

Western freshman 

"I don't fit the mold, and the day I fit the mold is the 
day I will really question," Racely said. 

Western junior Chris Fryer began to question practic
ing Mormonism during high school. He said when he 
began taking science, philosophy and other classes in 
college he started to seriously question religion. 

"I have a hard time believing in anything spiritual," 
Fryer said. 

Fryer said he has been interested in reincarnation 
and would like to read more on the subject. He said he 
would have to scientifically rationalize reincarnation for 
himself and does not believe reincarnation is the work of 
a supreme being. 

He said the more he talks about religion, the more he 
discovers about his beliefs. 

"(The topic of religion) comes up a lot because of my 

parents," Fryer said. "They are so devout (in the 
Mormon religion), and I'm not. According to them I'm 
living in sin." 

Fryer said his parents understand that he has to 
determine his beliefs on his own. and they pray for him. 

Western freshman Alicia Bergschneider was raised 
Episcopalian. She said she has not attended church 
since coming to study at Western. She said when she has 
the choice, she does not think it is necessary. 

"(My family) are not every-Sunday-type of people," 
Bergschneider said. 

She said when she goes to church with her family, 
they go to the service, go home and never talk about reli
gion. 

"You are supposed to believe in God and only God, but 
I believe there could be something more," Bergschneider 
said. 

Sullivan said she has never been exposed to anything 
except Christianity her entire life, but she is interested 
in exploring other religions. 

"I am definitely willing to try things again, but I don't 
think I will ever commit myself to anything specific," 
Sullivan said. 

She said she considers herself to be spiritual. 
"(Spirituality) is the pursuit of feeling passionately 

about things," Sullivan said. 
Sullivan and Racely are roommates and met when 

Sullivan still considered herself a Christian. 
"I never want her to feel uncomfortable or feel forced 

to mold in a certain way," Racely said. 
"Although it looks like (Sullivan) took a step back 

from Christianity, it's actually a step forward for her," 
Racely said. "It's her own personal discovery." 

Racely said she is rediscovering her own beliefs every
day. 

"(Religion) is something that is beyond surviving," 
Sullivan said. "I think it's important for everyone to give 
some serious thought to it." 

The Destiny of America 
and 

The Promise of World Peace 
At this time of world turmoil, the United States Baha'i community 

offers a perspective on the destiny of America as the promoter of world peace 
around her is to become entangled in that very a wider loyalty, to the love of humanity as a 
web of international association which the Hand whole. 
of an inscrutable Providence is weaving. Religious strife, the cause of innumerable wars 

More than a hundred years ago, BahaVllah, the 
founder of the Baha'i Faith, addressing heads of 
state, proclaimed that the age of maturity for the 
entire human race had come. The unity of 
humankind was now to be established as the 
foundation of the great peace that would mark 
the highest stage in humanity's spiritual and 
social evolution. Revolutionary and world-shak
ing changes were therefore inevitable. 
The Baha'i teachings state: 
The world is moving on. Its events are unfolding 
ominously and with bewildering vapidity. The 
whirlwind of its passions is swift and alarming
ly violent. The New World is insensibly drawn 
into its vortex...Dangers, undreamnt of and 
unpredictable, threaten it both from within and 
from without. Its governments and peoples are 
being gradually enmeshed in the coils of the 
world's recurrent crises and fierce controver
sies—The world is contracting into a neighbor
hood. America, willingly or unwillingly, must 
face and grapple with this new situation. For 
purposes of national security, let alone any 
humanitarian motive, she must assume the obli
gations imposed by this newly created neighbor
hood. Paradoxical as it may seem, her only hope 
of extricating herself from the perils gathering 

The American nation, Bahai's believe, will 
evolve, through tests and trials, to become a land 
of spiritual distinction and leadership, a champi
on of justice and unity among all peoples and 
nations, and a powerful servant of the cause of 
everlasting peace. This is the peace promised by 
God in the sacred texts of world's religions. 
Establishing peace is not simply a matter of 
signing treaties and protocols; it is a complex 
task requiring a new level of commitment to 
resolving issues not customarily associated with 
the pursuit of peace. 
Universal acceptance of the spiritual principle of 
the oneness of humankind is essential to any 
successful attempt to establish world peace. 
The emancipation of women, the achievement of 
full equality of the sexes, is one of the most 
important, though less acknowledged, prerequi
sites of peace. 
The inordinate disparity between rich and poor 
keeps the world in state of instability, preventing 
the achievement of peace. 
Unbridled nationalism, as distinguished from a 
sane and legitimate patriotism, must give way to 

and conflicts throughout history, is a major 
obstacle to progress. The challenge facing the 
world's religious leaders is to contemplate, with 
hearts filled with compassion and the desire for 
truth, the plight of humanity and to ask them
selves whether they cannot, in humility before 
their God, submerge their theological differ
ences in a great spirit of mutual forbearance that 
will enable them to work together for the 
advancement of human understanding and 
peace. 
Baha'is pray, "May this American Democracy 
be the first nation to establish the foundation of 
international agreement. May it be the first 
nation to proclaim the unity of mankind. May it 
be the first to unfurl the standard of the Most 
Great Peace." 
During this hour of crisis, we affirm our abiding 
faith in the destiny of America. We know that the 
road to its destiny is long, thorny and tortuous, 
but we are confident that America will emerge 
from her trials undivided and undefeatable. 

—National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States 

For more information and a free copy of the booklet The Promise of World Peace 
Please visit our Web site at www.usbahai.org or call us toll free at 1-800-22-UNITE 
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Pilgrims and patriots 
Local minorities ride Sept, 11 aftershocks 

By Jennifer Collins 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

At first you see Uncle Sam: The familiar expression; 
the white hair; the top hat; the stars and the red and 
white stripes. 

Then you see his finger - his middle finger. It is raised 
and it is directed at you. 

Then you see the words: "To those responsible: We are 
coming for you." 

And you catch a reflection of yourself in a parked car 
window near your apartment. You notice your black hair 
and pronounced nose. You look at yourself as the world 
sees you — an Arab and a Muslim. And you sink into your 

1 house. 
In the days after Sept. 11, many people with Arab 

appearances throughout the United States found mes
sages like these in their mail or tacked to their doors. 

Bellingham was no different. Soon after the buildings 
fell, Hussam Abdo, 26, came home to find Uncle Sam flip
ping him off. 

News reports of hate crimes flashed through his head, 
and at first he was nervous that "they" would come after 
him. 

But Abdo didn't sink back into his house. He wasn't 
paralyzed by his fear. He called the Bellingham police, 
who called the FBI. He told his friends at Whatcom 
Community College where he studies business. He spoke 
on KUGS, and at a Kappa Hall forum. 

"At first, I was very angry at that person," Abdo said. 
"Then I thought, I would rather that person come and ask 
me 'why' and I can invite him for coffee. And we can talk." 

Abdo's desire to share his perspective with non-
Muslims gave him the courage to tell his story to friends 
and college media. Abdo immigrated to America eight 
years ago as a Palestinian refugee when he was 18, and 
last year he took his oath of citizenship. 

He is part of a small group of Muslims in Bellingham 
who found themselves spokespeople for the seven million 
Muslims in this country after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Initially, people like Abdo and Nadeem Israr, president 
of the Islamic Society of Bellingham, were invited to 
speak about their religion and experiences in hopes of 
alleviating community tensions. 

Bellingham Police Lt. Dae Jamison said, while the note 
on Abdo's door was probably disconcerting, it was not 
serious enough to be considered a hate crime. 

"We didn't find any prints on the thing," Jamison said. 
Jamison said Bellingham residents didn't report "any 

valid" hate crimes. 

A family flees 

But instead of relief, many Muslims still face continued 
discrimination at work places, in school and at interna
tional borders, Israr said. 

"When you live in a small society like Bellingham, peo
ple see what you do," Israr said. "Now people scrutinize 
more." 

People scrutinize the business trips he takes to British 
Columbia, the organizations in which he's involved, and 
the size of the American flags outside his Bellingham 
business, Copy Source. Israr said he feels as if people are 
always suspicious of him. 

And for one Muslim family, the scrutiny became too 
intense, Israr said. The father, who wished to remain 
anonymous, couldn't bear sending his children to a school 
where they faced discrimination. 

When he also had trouble finding a job, he told Israr he 
would be moving back to Saudi Arabia. 

Israr said he spoke with the father often, but failed to 
persuade him to stay. 

"He had little kids and he did not want to take 
chances," he said. 

So the family members departed the United States, 
leaving Abdo, another friend, something to remember 
them by. 

"That furniture in my house, it's his," Abdo said, speak
ing of the father in the family. 

Because they couldn't transport it to Saudi Arabia, the 
family gave Abdo his living room furniture — a symbol of 
the costs of prejudice. 

A bewildering border 

Israr said the discrimination is worst when he crosses 
the Canadian-American border on business. 

When he approaches the border, typically the cars 
ahead of him get through border check stations in 30 sec
onds. 

But when he approaches, border guards ask him sever
al questions including, "When was the last time you went 
to Pakistan?" 

Israr is an American citizen who left Pakistan in 1982. 
He's lived in Bellingham for 12 years and has owned his 
business for 12 years as well, but border guards still treat 
him as a foreigner, he said. 

"Now if your name is Muslim..." he said. "Racial profil
ing — it's not a joke." 

Before Sept. 11, Abdo visited his brother in Canada four 
or five times per week. He even had an express pass that 
allowed commuters to cross the border without inspection. 

Photos by Jennifer Collins/The Western Front 
U.S. flag flaps in the wind outside Lynden's Nanak Gursikh Gurudwara Sikh temple. 
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"Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of 
those on whom you have bestowed Your 
Grace, not (the way) of those who earned 
your Anger, nor of those who went away." 

- A reading from the Quran 

Satpaf Sidhu 

Baba Nahar Singh reads from scripture at the Sikh temple meeting 
Sunday. Singh is helping to organize the construction of a Blaine 
park dedicated to Sikh culture. 

After the terrorist attacks, the border guards took 
away everyone's express pass. Now he only visits a few 
times a month because it's just too difficult to get across 
because of his Arab features, he said. 

Abdo said he feels frustrated defending himself 
against people who see him as a terrorist. 

"We're all being banished," he pleaded. "When 
Timothy McVeigh (committed) terrorism on Oklahoma 
City, no one was afraid of Christian terrorists. It's not 
fair at all." 

In response to the speculation, Israr chose to fly flags 
outside and inside his business, but he said he resents 
feeling as though he must do so. 

"I shouldn't have to prove to my fellow Americans how 
good an American I am," he said. "My actions should 
prove that." 

Speaking out 

But Abdo and Israr are in the minority. Bellingham 
activist and folksinger Erin Corday said most Muslims 
don't speak out about discrimination. 

"Most of the people I spoke to totally downplayed it," 
Corday said. 

Soon after Sept. 11, Corday and fellow activists 
formed a group called Side by Side to facilitate links 
between Muslim families, other minorities and what she 
calls "mainstream white groups." 

"I believe in helping minorities advocate for them
selves rather than advocate for them," she said. 

At first, nationally reported hate crimes caused many 
Muslims to stay home from school or work, she said. 
Later, some local Muslims received threatening notes 
and some were physically harassed. 

"There was one Muslim woman who was poked by a 

Itkers 

M e e t i n g for 'Worship 
Sundays 10:00 a m 

Second Hour Program 11:30 a m 
Children's Program both times 

Bellingham Senior Acivity Center 
315Halleck 

752-9223 for more information 

male coworker," Corday said. 
"In some Muslim countries, that 
is akin to sexual assault." 

But most harassment was not 
reported because Muslims and 
other targeted groups did not 
want to be perceived as "winn
ers," Corday said. 

When young people threw 
stones at a sign outside the 
Guru Nanak Gursikh 
Gurudwara Sikh Temple in 
Lynden, temple spokesman 
Satpal Sidhu said they decided 
to take action. 

Sidhu and the temple execu
tive committee president, Moe 
Sangha, told their story to the 
Bellingham Herald the follow
ing day. 

"We wanted people to know 
that it was misfounded that 
Sikhs look like Osama bin 
Laden," he said. "We wanted 
people to know we are American 
like everyone else. So we put an 
American flag on top of our 
sign." 

Sangha and Sidhu explained the Sikh religion isn't 
Islam; the only commonality is a turban, he said. They 
also invited community members to a candlelight gath
ering at the temple on Sept. 16, and many people attend

ed, he said. 
But not everyone heard the 

message. The weekend after Sept. 
11, a Sikh woman was cooking din
ner at home with her daughter, 
While her husband was away. Four 
young white males crept into her 
backyard, and one rushed toward 
her open back door, Sidhu said. 

Quickly, the woman latched her backdoor and called 
9-1-1, but the intruders escaped, Sidhu said. 

After the incident, he said many people were worried 
about being harassed. At the weekly gathering, Sidhu 
said the granthi ji, the Sikh spiritual leader, advised 
fearful people not to go out unless they had to. And he 
advised people to tell their supervisors immediately if 
they were harassed. 

Sidhu, 52, has lived in the United States for 14 years 
and in Canada for 10 years after he emigrated from 
India. He doesn't wear a turban. He also said he, per
sonally, has never been harassed. 

In the months since Sept. 11, Sidhu said much of the 
harassment has subsided. When it occurs, he attributes 
it to a lack of communication on both sides. 

"People from India can't speak English very well," he 
said. "Some of the people that are (harassing them) just 
don't care. You can't reform everyone." 

Reform: one by one 

Israr said he hopes the media will begin advocating 
"common sense," which to him means rec
ognizing that very few of the 1.2 billion 
Muslims worldwide are terrorists. 

"But sometimes the common sense is 
the sense that is least common," he said. 

Bilal Hashmi, a sociology professor at 
Western, echoed this frustration. 

"One of the first misconceptions is that 
Muslims are terrorists," he said. "What's 
going on over there in Northern Ireland? 
What's going on with Timothy McVeigh? 
Nobody called him a Christian terrorist." 

Hashmi will try to dispel some of the 
myths in the media about Muslims when 
he teaches classes in the spring about 
Islam. The meaning of the Arabic word 
"jihad" is one of those myths. The media, he 
said, has defined jihad as a war against the 
West. But jihad actually means "a struggle 
to make one's self be more altruistic," he 
said. 

itage and Muslim religion. 
He doesn't consider himself fanatical, but when people 

ask him about Islam he points them to a bright yellow 
Islam fact sheet tacked to a bulletin board in his apart
ment. 

He welcomes his friends to his home to study and eat 
Arab meals, which he follows with Arab tea, a rich blend 
of herbs that he mixes with spoonfuls of sugar. 

Although he has been persecuted, Abdo said he would 
never give up his U.S. citizenship. Living in Palestine 
outside Jerusalem, he said he wouldn't have the chance 
to go to college and make a decent living. He considers 
his family "middle class," but his father only makes $300 
per month. 

When Abdo was able to come to America as a 
Palestinian refugee, he said he rejoiced at the opportu
nity to live in a country where he could get an education. 

"This is the only country where you can learn how to 
be independent — learn how to be a man," he said. 

His Iraeli travel document reads "XXX" in the space 
next to his nationality. 

"I call myself Mr. X," he said. 
Abdo lives in America because he finally has a coun

try. And as an American he defends his right to freedom 
of religion and freedom of speech. Despite a threatening 
note with an antagonistic Uncle Sam, he has not been 
silenced. 

He continues to speak out about Islam and, to this 
day, no one has come for him. 

(Above) Muslim Hussam Abdo, 26, brews 
Arabic tea in his Bellingham apartment. 
Shortly after Sept. 11, he found a note on his 
door threatening, "To those responsible, we 
are coming for you." 
(Below) Abdo displays his American passport 
and Israeli travel document, which he now 
keeps only as a souvenir. When he was 18, 
Abdo immigrated to America from Palestine. 
Last year, he earned his U.S. citizenship. 

Sharing tea 

On a micro level, Abdo has tried to 
teach his friends about his Palestinian her-
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The Inn attracts students to worship at lively services 
Amber M. Bomar 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

In a Presbyterian church off North 
Garden Street, an average of 600 stu
dents gathered to worship God and min
gle with each other. A light-hearted spirit 
entered the room as students began to 
sing, dance and clap. Some raised hands 
and others gently bowed in quiet, humble 
adoration. 

The Inn, a college church service affili
ated with the Associated Students, has 
been around for 28 years and is still going 
strong. Tt began when a group of college 
students decided they wanted to start a 
bible study. 

"It started with a group of students, 
and the leader's name was Tom Cooper," 
said Jim Schmbtzer, executive director of 
The Inn. "It was a loose bible study gath
ering, and then it started becoming more 
than just a bible study, with worship 
involved and more people coming, and 
they connected with the Presbyterian 
church and asked them to oversee it." 

Schmotzer said The Inn is not neces
sarily a church, but more of a place for 
students to come and just enjoy having 
fun in a good setting. 

"It's great if they want to come to 
church, but that's not our goal specifical
ly," he said. 

This is what makes the Inn different 
from other religious groups at Western. 

"Our uniqueness is probably most visi
ble as far as culture goes," he said. "We 
use contemporary culture as a tool and 
we try to break down religious stereo
types. We don't do 'church', and we try to 
be as non-religious as possible." 

Schmotzer said The Inn tries to encour
age students to establish relationships 
with other students they meet there. He 
said one way they do this is by having 
care groups, small groups of nearly 10 
people who get together to mingle and 
read the bible outside of The Inn. 

"We want to establish relationships, 
and use the bible to build those relation
ships, and care groups are one way we do 
that," he said. 

Schmotzer said one way The Inn has 
tried to do this is by establishing 'casa 
groups,' which are co-ed bible study 
groups, which study the bible and train 
for leadership, and 'senior bible studies,' 
groups, which study the bible more 
intensely than the others. 

Other Inn activities include mission 
trips during spring break, outdoor recre
ational activities such as snowshoeing, 

Students worship with music at The Inn. The service begins and ends with music and hand clapping. 

backpacking and rockclimbing, retreats, 
various social gatherings and a program 
for student leaders called "The Shop" on 
Monday nights. 

Schmotzer said The Inn was estab
lished for college students to build rela
tionships doing these activities, and it is 
not directed toward high school students. 

"Most churches do high school ministry, 
and The Inn was started by college stu
dents for college students," he said. "We 
don't check I.D., but we function mainly 
for college students." 

Many college students said they enjoy 
The Inn and they go because they love 
the atmosphere. 

Holly Hallet, a sophomore who has 
been going to The Inn for three years, 
said she loves it because it's a place 
where she can forget about what's on her 
mind and de-stress. 

"It's good to come and forget about tests 
and stuff and all the worries of life and 
enjoy fellowship with other people," she 
said. "The experiences I have every week 
encourage me to come back." 

Hallet said she will not forget at 
Thanksgiving when students were asked 
to go up to the front of the church and say 
what they were thankful for. 

"We got up and said what we were 
thankful for, and six of my friends got up, 
including me, and we all said we were 
thankful for our friendships," she said. 

"My (favorite) thing about The Inn 
would be my friendships I have made, 
Hallet said. I have an amazing group of 

friends. I've 
never felt so 
loved in my 
entire life." 

Willow 
Weston, The 
Inn ministry 

coordinator, said her first time to The Inn 
made her question faith. 

"My junior year at Western, I was seek
ing out the meaning of life, like who am I, 
why am I here, who's God? she said. And 
I came to a concert at The Inn," she said. 
"I was pretty freaked out, actually. I don't 
remember anything anyone said stand
ing out to me, but when I saw all the peo
ple worshipping God, I started asking 
myself if there was a God to be wor
shipped." 

Weston said the experiences she has at 
The Inn continue to amaze her. 

"People off the streets walk in here on 
Friday nights during (Jesus at Midnight), 
drawn to the music and just break down 
and give their lives to God," she said. 

Weston said these experiences are the 
reason she loves being a ministry coordi
nator at The Inn. She said she kept going 
because the Inn became a community to 
her. Going to the Inn allowed her to be a 
part of a community that supports and 
cares for one another. The people that she 
has met through the Inn have provided 
her with fellowship and encouraged her 
to grow in faith in Jesus Christ. 

Western sophomore Aaron Connelly, 
who started going to The Inn last spring, 
said he likes the feeling he gets from 
going to The Inn each week. 

"You feel so good when you walk out of 
here because of the worship and the 
music," he said. "I think everyone should 
come to The Inn. It's a good way to get to 
know people and it's good, innocent fun." 

Connelly said he enjoys the activities 
The Inn sponsors. 

Sophomore Amanda Meerdink, who is 
on the worship team, said she enjoys the 
activities the most. 

"I've been on both spring and fall 
retreats, worship team, a mission trip 

and a service project with Target-Earth," 
she said. "The mission trip was a blast. It 
was great to get to know people and a 
really good use of my spring break, too." 

Schmotzer said out of all the things he 
does, the mission trips stick out the most 
in his mind. 

"I like the mission trips," he said. "It's 
the one time I'm with a group of students 
for a week." "I've never been on a bad 
mission trip. The highlight for me is I 
walk away knowing 25 to 30 students I 
wouldn't have known." 

"This church has a long history of car
ing for students," Schmotzer said. 

The tradition lives on 9 p.m. Tuesdays. 

Photos by Candace M. Nelson/ The Western Front 
(Right) Jake Loya welcomes a fellow Inn-goer 
with a hug outside First Presbyterian Church, 
home of The Inn. 

(Left) Allison Shadle, 
Natalie Dennis, Abby 
Ratley and Holly Hallet 
greet students at The Inn 
on a cold Tuesday 
evening. The Inn attracts 
600 students to Tuesday 
night services. 

Deepak Chopra Louise Hay 
Eckhart Tolle Gary Zukav 
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2224 Yew Street Road, Bellingham . WA 98226. (360) 734-4160 
Bellirigham Church of Religious Science 

With open minds, warm hearts, and open doors 
We invite you to test our approach to the mastery of life. 
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1 
gain community through AS club 

Suzanne Almoslino 
THE WESTERN MONT 

• \ 

Western freshman Rachel Zommlfek said one of the 
reasons she chose to attend Western Instead of another 
school is because of Western's Hillel. %. 

"I always knew there were Jewish organizations for 
college students," Zommick said. "It's one 6%the things I 
looked for when I was picking out colleges." ̂  ^ 

Hillel is a Jewish club on campus, which r euses bnf 
the social aspect of being Jewish. Other campks mi|f-
istries share the Shalom Center, but Hillel is t r ^ g i l y 
one that does not hold services. J l 

Compared to other Associated Students rej%ri|us 
clubs, Hillel is quieter about its activities. j ^ %, 

Zommick said when Hillel hosts a non-religjfus evenf%. 
such as an arts and crafts fair, it will invijpf other AS 1<? 

clubs, but it would never advertise anythinjfthat is reli
giously oriented. jf 

"We would never go out and ask peopjl to join Hillel," 
Zommick said. "You don't recruit. It's j | a i n s t the faith." 

Hillel co-coordinator Jason Kaltenjplcher said the club 
accepts all students from Jewish bickgrounds, no mat
ter how knowledgeable they are afc*!^te»tti]Witej^^^i^ 

"We're not out there to make people more Jewishly 
observant," Kaltenbacher said. "We are there to help 
students feel they are a par t of a group or a small 
community." 

Hillel meetings are varied, Kaltenbacher said. Once 
per month, a local rabbi from Congregation Beth Israel 
comes to the Hillel meetings to lead a discussion about 
Judaism. 

Kaltenbaeher said the rabbi often picksitopics that 
will appr| | to everyone, no matter now religiou&tney are, 
so no om feels left out. % 

"Hejiught talk about the Jewish afterlife, Jewish spir
ituality or mysticism," Kaltenbacher said. "The p<%tt is 
to $lake sure ho one feels left out," he said. % 

It can be hard to be Jewish at a university 
like Western because there isn't a large 
Jewish presence on campus.' 

Jason Kaltenbacher 

Hillel co-coordinator 

!*|)ther weeks, members might watch a Mel BrqgiEs 
movie, organize a kosher cooking class, make CJfalla 
(Jewllh bread) or go to Stuart's Coffee House {0Jazz 
night. %^ * 0 

"We w!|nt to help Jews find each other," Kalpnbacher 

Western belkuse there isn't a large Jewishff)resence on 
campus." %^ j f 

Kaltenbache1| |;said one way the HillejFcan accommo
date students fri|n an Orthodox background is by serv
ing only vegetaria1j|. dishes. That wajfthe students who 
choose to eat kosh% will be ablgrto eat whatever is 
served because they%m't have J 6 worry about eating 
unclean foods or mixin| |meat ajra. milk. 

Andrea Coh^n^^^coprdinator of the Hillel, said Jews 

are a nice, relaxingjfime when members don't have to 
worry about defending their beliefs. 

"We've had a l|£t more Jewish-oriented programming 
this year," Cobjfh said. "Previously it was more of a 
social club." JF 

Kaltenbagjter said the Tuesday night meetings still 
| t e n d to bjf social activities with a Jewish theme. 
^el ig iou^act iv i t ies often take place on Shabbat, which 

i i | the Sjfbbath that begins Friday nights at sunset. 
"^0 might have a Hafdala on Saturday night," 

Ka^|nbacher said. A Hafdala is a short service, which 
m#k%the end of Shabbat. 
J?For file more important services, Hillel members often 

l#arrange% attend services together. 
r Cohen %^id the High Holy Days tha t come in 

September % e the most significant of the Jewish holi
days. The H%h Holy Days consist of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippl|r, which are the Jewish New Year and 
Day of Atonement, respectively. 

During the HigllHoly Days, nearly 22 people from the 
Hillel went to serviges at Congregation Beth Israel in 

iiiiyyfegha^^eM^astiblagh school had not yet started. 
"Even if you don't go to services at all, you go to that 

one," Cohen said. 
Cohen said she is looking into starting Shabbat ser

vices at the Hillel in the future. 
"We want to have services here so people wouldn't 

have to commit to an hour and a half service," Cohen 
said. "They could come (to services) and then have din
ner and hang out with their friends." 

^naiom teenier 
102 Highland Drive 
(across from Highland Hall) 
733-3400 

Catholic Campus 
Ministry 

Catholic Mass 
Sunday Eva at 6:30 p.m. 

Daily Mass 
4:30 pm Mon & Thur 

Lutheran Campus 
Ministry 

Worship On Wednesday 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Bible Study & God Talk 
7:0G pm Monday 

$ Hillel of wwu 

Tuesday Coffee House 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

• Bible Studies 
• Service Projects 

* Retreats 
• Peer Counseling 

• Spirituality Groups 
• Community Building 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF ACTIVITIES! 

www.wwii.edii/~shalom 
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Buybacks 

fulfil: 

Jit 
j i i i i 

i i i l i l 

PI 
iss&sm 

££ 

Store Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 7:20-5:00 
Saturday 11:00-9:00 

P 260.650.2655 
F 260 .650 .2^^ 

math book, 
need extra 
cash*? 
The A.S. Bookstore will 

pay cash for your 

textbooks. Mo receipts are 

necessary and books 

purchased from other 

stores are accepted. All 

procedes go to Associated 

Students. 

A.S. Bookstore 

When? 

March 14 - 15 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

March 1 8 - 2 2 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

WESTERN 
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

BOOKStore 


