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New trends in Western enrollment 
Record number of new 
minority students enroll 

BY MARY ANDOM 

The Western Front 

This year's freshman class boasts a record-high 
number of minority students. Out of 2,375 students, 
460, or approximately 19 percent, are students of 
color, which was a 3 percent jump from 2004. 

Although Western cannot use race as a basis 
for admission because the state of Washington out
lawed affirmative action in 1998, the university has 

Western now most exclusive 
public university in Washington 

see MINORITY, page 6 

County holds 
first vote-by-
mail primary 

BY JACOB BUCKENMEYER 

The Western Front 

Voting day for Whatcom County's first 
vote-by-mail primary took place Sept. 20. 
No voters went to the polls. Instead vot
ers had to mail their ballots by Tuesday to 
count in the election. 

Approximately 24,500 voters mailed 
in their ballots for the primary election, 
which included races for membership on 
the Whatcom County Council, the Bell-
ingham City Council and the Bellingham 
Port Commission, election supervisor 
Pete Griffin said. 

In an unofficial tally, incumbent 
County Councilwoman Laurie Caskey-
Schreiber will face newcomer Craig 
Mayberry in the general election for the 
County Council District 2 seat. 

In the race for a seat on the Belling
ham port commission, incumbent Scott 
Walker will face challenger Tip Johnson. 

The Whatcom County Auditor's Of
fice will finalize the results of the primary 
Sept. 30. The general election will take 
place Nov. 8. 

The new process of voting is less 
complicated and less costly than poll 
voting, Griffin said. 

County councilwoman Barbara 
Brenner, the Democratic representative 
at the election, said she is cautious about 
embracing the new method. 

"I'm not too thrilled about the deci
sion," she said. "We did it because of the 
cost. That was the main reason - really 
the only reason." 

The vote-by-mail method seems too 
impersonal, and Brenner said that in the 
past she looked forward to making the 
trip to the polls and seeing people she 
knew. 

INFOGRAPHIC BY PETER JENSEN 
Record number of minority students enrolled fall 2005. 

BY DAN GROHL 

The Western Front 

For the first time in Western's 
history, the university is the most-
selective state school in Washing
ton. 

Western received the most ap
plications for admission for fall 
quarter this year in its history. As a 
result, Western's Office of Admis
sions was more selective when it 

picked this year's freshman class. 
Western accepted 66.8 percent 

of the 8,644 applicants. 
The University of Washing

ton is the second-most-exclusive 
school in the state this year. It ac
cepted 67 percent of its applicants 
for fall 2005, University of Wash
ington admissions counselor Matt 
Bishop said. 

see FRESHMEN, page 6 

ARNTZEN ATRIUM EXPANDS 

LAUREN ALLAIN / THE WESTERN FRONT 
With the addition of a smoothie bar and other health-food vendors, the remodeled Atrium encourages students to eat healthy. 

Atrium reopens next week, 
adjusts for campus growth 

see PRIMARY, page 6 
TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Atrium includes more than 100 seats. 

BY SHANNON DEVENY 

The Western Front 

Pasta, pizza, frozen yogurt and coffee 
are just a few of the food items that will be 
available to Western students when the re
designed eatery, The Atrium, opens in Arn-
tzen Hall tentatively on Oct. 10. 

Formerly known as the Arntzen Atrium, 
The Atrium has doubled in size to approxi
mately to 4,000 square feet, construction 
administration manager Robert Schmidt 
said. 

The extra space allows for a large seat

ing area, something the original Arntzen 
Atrium lacked. An addition of 100 seats 
will be in the new Atrium, resident district 
manager Susan Vogelson said. 

"It doesn't feel like a cafeteria," direc
tor of business development Lisa North 
said. "We put in features and chose colors 
to make it somewhere students enjoy com
ing." 

The university chose Arntzen for reno
vation for several reasons. First, it was an 
already-existing food location and food 

see ATRIUM, page 4 

MIXED EMOTIONS 
Students deal with the stress of 
moving away from home and 

living at college 

FEATURES, PAGE 8 

SOCCER STUMBLES 
Western loses to Seattle Uni
versity at home for its third 

loss in a row 

SPORTS, PAGE 10 

STUNTED SYSTEM 
GURs at Western are several 

things, including expensive and 
dull — but practical they are not. 

OPINIONS, PAGE 13 

WEATHER 
Wednesday: Cloudy 

Hi: 66 Low: 50 

Thursday: Cloudy 
Hi: 62 Low: 53 

www.westernfrontonline.com 
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Sept. 24,11:34 p.m.: UP responded 
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Sept. 24,2:30 a.m.: Officers arrested 
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What is your favorite thing about 
the fall season? 

Compiled by Kristen DuBois 

Mandy Kraft 
Junior, creative writing 

Tony Smith 
Sophomore, business 

management 

> v?Karen Deaton 
Senior, English literature 

Drinking something 
warm and wearing 
sweaters while walk
ing around in the 
cool air. 

9.9 
It's such a mixture 
of winter weather 
and spring for me. 
You can be outside, 
but as it gets colder 
there's more to do 
inside as well. 

yy My favorite thing 
is the foliage dnd 
leaves changing 
color. v 

55 
W 

APWire news briefs 
STATE NEWS 

Man charged beating his 
daughter to death 

A 31-year-old Pierce County 
man was sentenced to 50 years in 
prison for beating his 2-year-old 
daughter to death. 

Tyran Smith's girlfriend, 
Christina Ann Tierce, was 
sentenced to 18 years. Each blamed 
the other for the death of the girl, 
Tyshell Smith. 

Tierce pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder and testified against 
Smith, who was convicted of 
homicide by abuse. 

The girl died in July 2004. She 
suffered a blow to the head after 
visiting her father at his home 
south of Spanaway. 

At one point, a videotape 
showed the girl was so dehydrated 
she could barely hold her head up 
and begged for water. Tierce then 
told her that her father would beat 
her with a belt when he got home. 
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^^^^^^^H^^^^^^^^S: 
The Western Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; 

once a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Wash
ington University, CF 251, Bellingham, WA 98225. The Western Front is 
the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 
Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertis
ing. News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are en
rolled in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled 
at Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in CF 230, 
or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entitled to a single free copy of 
each issue of The Western Front. 

Tacoma ferry drill 
stages disaster 

A staged explosion aboard 
a ferry in Elliott Bay, a mock 
dirty bomb in Tacoma and other 
scenarios tested emergency 
personnel this past weekend. 

The exercises were part of 
the state's $2 million Marine 
Terrorism Response plan. 

Emergency personnel 
developed the plan during the 
past two years to help emergency 
agencies better work together in a 
multi-attack terrorist disaster. 

Democratic Sen. Maria 
Cantwell attended Sunday's ferry 
drill to promote a bill she co-
sponsored that seeks $1 billion to 
improve communication between 
state and local agencies and 
improve Homeland Security. 

In May 2003, the Department 
of Homeland Security oversaw a 
bioterrorism drill in Seattle that 
revealed communication problems 
and confusion among emergency 

personnel. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Another abortion battle brews 
in Supreme Court 

The Bush administration is 
asking the court to reinstate a ban 
on partial-birth abortions. 

The appeal is the latest effort in a 
two-year legal fight about the law. 

This summer an appeals court 
in St. Louis ruled that the law is 
unconstitutional because it makes 
no exception for a woman's health. 

The government's top Supreme 
Court lawyer John Clement wrote 
in the Sept. 23 appeal that the 
case involves a "significant act of 
Congress that has been invalidated 
and permanently enjoined by the 
lower courts." 

An argument about the 
procedure may set up a showdown 
the president's new nominee for 
the chief justice of the court, John 
Roberts, could decide. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Hundreds more detainees set 
free from Iraqi prison 

The U.S. government is 
releasing 1,000 prisoners from 
Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison. 

The Iraqi government asked 
the U.S. military to let detainees 
go in honor of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Arab governments frequently 
pardons nonviolent offenders 
during Ramadan, which begins 
next week. But this action also 
seems to be part of an Iraqi 
government effort to persuade 
Iraqis to vote in the Oct. _ 15 
referendum on a draft constitution, 
especially the Sunni minority, 
which demands the release of 
thousands of prisoners who have 
languished in jail for the months 
without being charged. 

Compiled by Kristina Weis 
AP Wire courtesy KUGS 89.3-FM 

WWU Official Announcements - PLEASE POST 

when otherwise noted. Annouiu ement^ • 
sent to FAST<S>wi,vu.edu in the \ub|er 
Hems also may be sent to "Offici.il Ann 

ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRf.t 

urn foday for the !uesda\ edition and noon Wednesday for the Friday edition, exce; 
be limited to SO words and be typewritten or legibly printed. Announcements may 
idude a one-word topic and clearly note that the item is for Oihcial Announcement' 
nents," MS-91 1 7, faxed to X/4343, or brought to Commissary 1 11. DO NOT SEND 
3 THE WESTERN FRONT. Phoned announcements will not be accepted. 

A RETIREMENT RECEPTION IS PLANNED FOR DENNIS BOHRER from 2 to 4 p.m. Oct. 7 in Biology 415. Bohrer, biology depart
ment scientific instructional technician supervisor, is retiring from the University on Aug. 31. Contributions toward a gift may be 
sent to Barbara Broughton at MS-9160 or dropped by the biology department office, Bl 315. 
A RETIREMENT RECEPTION FOR CONNIE COPELAND will be held from 3 to 5:30 p.m. Sept. 29 in the VU Multipurpose Room, 
with a program to begin at 3:15 p.m. Contributions to a gift may be sent to Sharon Brumley at MS-9001, or brought to OM 445. 
Online memories may be posted in advance at http://depts.restek.wwu.edu/memorybook. 
THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST (MPT) will be held in OM 120 at 3 p.m. Mondays on Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, Nov. 7, 14, 21 
and 28; and at 9 a.m. Thursdays on Sept. 29, Oct. 6,13, 20, 27, Nov. 3,10,17, Dec. 1 and 8. Registration is not required. Students 
mustering photo identification, their student number, Social Security number, and a No. 2 pencil. A fee of $15 is payable in the 
exact amount at test time. Allow 90 minutes. 
THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST SCHEDULE AND SAMPLE TOPICS may be found at www.ac.wwu.edu/~assess/tc.htm. 
THE MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT) IS ADMINISTERED BY APPOINTMENT ONLY as a computer-based test. Make an appoint
ment in person in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $60 fee is payable at test time. The test takes about 1 v2 hours. Preliminary scores 
are available immediately. Official results will be mailed within 15 days. 
WEST-B TEST. Anyone applying for admission to state-approved teacher education programs must meet the minimum passing 
score on the basic skills assessment by the application deadline. Visit www.west.nesinc.com for registration information and a study 
guide with sample test questions. Registration deadlines are several weeks in advance. WEST-B test dates for 2005-06 are Nov. 19, 
Jan. 21, March 11, May 13, and July 15. 
WEST-E PRAXIS. Washington state requires anyone seeking teacher certification and teachers seeking additional endorsements 
to pass a subject knowledge assessment in the chosen endorsement area (the Washington Educator Skills Test - Endorsement, or 
WEST-E). The state has chosen specific Praxis II series tests to meet this requirement. Visit www.ets.org/praxis/prxwa.html for online 
registration information. Registration bulletins are also available in MH 216. 
INFORMATION ABOUT NATIONAL TESTING is available at the Testing Center, Old Main 120. 
WANT TO STUDY ABROAD in France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Poland, Spain or the United Kingdom? Come by an informa
tion table for the study abroad program, Academic Programs International on Sept. 27 from 10 a.m. to 1pm to hear more. Contact 
International Programs and Exchanges for more information at X/3298, ipe@wwu.edu, www.ac.wwu.edu/-ipewwu. 
INTERESTED IN STUDYING ABROAD? The International Programs and Exchanges office will have an information session on Wednes
day, Sept. 28, from 4 to 5 p.m. in SL 130. Come hear about the world of opportunities available. Contact International Programs 
and Exchanges for more information at x/3298, ipe@wwu.edu, yvww.ac.wwu.edu/-ipewwu. 
ESCAPE THE COLD AND DARK OF WINTER QUARTER by going on the Travel Literature and Writing in Australia Program. Meet at 
5 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 28, in CF 224. Participants will arrive in Sydney Jan. 2, explore Western Australia, and return March 25. 
Sixteen credits. For more information, contact Lyle E. Harris at Leh98284@Yahoo.com. 

Employers On-Campus 
For updated information including locations see www.career.wwu.edu or stop by OM 280. 

Oct. 6: •-Larson Gross; Oct. 10: • KPMG, LLP; Oct. 12: • Moss-Adams LLP; Oct. 13: • Clothier & Head; Oct. 14: • Target 
Stores; Oct. 17: "Accredited Home Lenders • Federated Insurance • PriceWaterhouseCoopers; Oct. 18: • Benchmark Docu
ment Solutions; 'Clark Number, PS • Oct. 19: • Allegis Group/Aerotek, Inc. • RSM McGladrey; Oct. 20: • Labinal, Inc. • Grant 
Thornton; Oct. 21: • Deloitte & Touche, LLP; Oct. 25: • Ernst Young; Oct. 27: • Abercrombie Fitch • Progressive Insurance; • Oct. 
31: • SafeCo; Nov. 10: • Holland America; Nov. 14: • Apex Systems, Inc. • Federated Insurance. 
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Featur ing a sc rumpt ious 
selection of entrees, salad 
bar, bakery i tems and 
beverages. 

Continental Breakfast (Mon-Fri) 
Breakfast (Mon-Fri) 
Brunch (Sat-Sun) 
Lunch (Mon-Fri) 
Light Lunch (Mon-Thur) 
Light Lunch (Fri) 
Dinner (Mon-Thur) 
Dinner (Fri-Sun) 
Late Night Meal (Mon-Thur) 

i&y Jpairlxw 
m$ \(omnwr 

7:15-8:30 
8:30-10:30 
10:30-1:00 
11:00-1:30 
1:30-4:45 
1:30-2:30 
5:15-6:45 
5:15-6:30 
9:00-10:30 

7:00-8:30 
8:30-10:30 
10:30-1:00 
11:00-1:15 
Closed 
Closed 
5:00-6:30 
5:00-6:15 
Closed 

7:30-8:30 
8:30-10:15 
10:30-1:00 
11:30-1:15 
Closed 
Closed 
5:30-6:45 
5:30-6:30 
NEW for 2005: 
10:30-Midnight 

C A F ^ 

Viking Union Cafe 

We have your 
Starbucks® coffee and 
fresh bakery items when 
you want them. 
Refreshing fruit 
smoothies are here, too. 

Mon-Thur 7:30a-10p 
Fri 7:30a-6p 
Sat 9a-6p 
Sun lOa-lOp 

Markets 

tkt atruutrx M I L L E R 
- M A R K E T -

Viking Union Market 

Located on the main level 
of the Viking Union, this 
is a great spot for 
breakfast, lunch or a 
snack anytime. You will 
f ind Cyberwraps, Grill 
favorites, Pizza, rice 
bowls, soup, fresh salads, 
sandwiches, baked 
goods, and lots of 
beverages. 

Mon-Fri 7:30a-6p 
Sat-Sun 12-5p 

MEETIN5 • SAT!N8 • SEATISO 

The Atrium 
Amtzen Hall 

A place for meeting, 
eating and seating. The 
choices abound including 
Freshens nonfat frozen 
yogurt and smoothies, 
Earth Grown vegetarian, 
Pizza Hut Express, Sub 
Connection and a 
Starbucks espresso bar. 
The new seeting area 
provides a comfortable 
place for over 100. 
Wireless network also 
available. 

Mon-Thur 7:30a-7:30p 
Fri 7:30a-5p 

Miller Market 
Miller Hall 

Ever been in a situation 
where your wants finally 
match your needs, but 
you have nowhere to fulfill 
them? Lucky for you 
there is Miller Market in 
Red Square. Just bring 
your Flex Points, Munch 
Money or cash and get 
whatever your heart 
desires. Don't forget, we 
have Starbucks®! 

Mon-Thur 7:30a-8p 
Fri 7:30a-5p 
Sat-Sun lla-5p 

\tk&\ 
Ridgeway Market 
Ridgeway Commons 

This market offers a 
variety of drinks, snacks 
and ice cream. For late 
night snacks and 
munchies, the Ridgeway 
Grille and San Juan Subs 
are available too. 

Sun-Thur 7-llp 

BT Market 
Buchanan Towers 

How long does it take to 
walk f rom Buchanan 
Towers to the Viking 
Union? A lot longer than it 
takes to get to get to the 
center of a Tootsie Pop. 
So the Towers have their 
very own market. 
What a deal! 

Sun-Thur 5-lip 

The Haven Market 
Fairhaven Commons 

Sit back and take 
advantage of the 
spacious and comfy 
seating. The Haven has 
Starbucks™ coffee, fresh 
baked goods, soup, rice, 
frozen foods, groceries 
and a wide array of 
beverages, candy and 
snacks. 

Mon-Thur 8:30a-llp 
Fri 8:30a-3:30p 
Sat 2:00p-4:00p 
Sun 6:00p-llp 

Rock's Edge Cafe 
Student Rec Center 

Located in the Wade King 
Student Recreation 
Center. We offer an array 
of healthy choices like 
fresh squeezed juices and 
smoothies, grilled panini 
sandwiches and Tony's 
Fair Trade coffee. In 
addition, our seating area 
features a flat screen TV 
and a view of the athletic 
training field. 

Mon-Thur 7:30a-8p 
Fri 7:30a-7p 
Satl-7p 
Sun l-8p 

www.dininq.wwu.edu 
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The Underground 
Coffeehouse 
Viking Union 3rd Floor 

An environment not 
found anywhere else on 
campus. The comfortable 
furniture, subtle lighting, 
and pool table make for 
an eclectic ambiance. The 
stage features live 
entertainment three 
nights a week. 

Menu includes Tony's™ 
Fair Trade coffee and 
espresso, delicious soups, 
specialty sandwiches, 
scrumptious bakery items 
and ice cream. 

Mon-Fri 9a-10p 
Sat-Sun lp-lOp 
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Oyster Run means biker fun 
SEPTEMBER 27,2005 

ZACH KYLE / THE WESTERN FRONT 
Motorcycle clubs at the Oyster Run display their colors 
proudly. Clubs from around the state came for the rally. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DON HILL 
Motorcycles line Commercial Street in downtown Anacortes, Wash, during the Oyster Run Saturday. Anacortes 
police estimated that 9,000 to 18,000 motorcycles made it to the annual event, which is in its 24th year. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DON HILL 
Owners exhibit their fastidious caretaking of their bikes 
through their elaborate paint jobs and custom designs. 

Atr ium: Opening delayed until Whatcom County Board of Health approves new equipment 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

service was needed in this area of campus, 
North said. 

"We had a study done in 1993 that indi
cated we were lacking enough seats for a 
campus of our size," director of University 
Residences Willy Hart said. 

The original Arntzen Atrium only had 
44 seats and will now have more than 100, 
which it needs, considering the growth of 
south campus, Hart said. 

The Atrium is still waiting on approval 
from the Whatcom County Board of Health 
on some of its new equipment as well as a 
certificate of occupancy from the contrac
tor. Once these are obtained it will take ap
proximately two weeks to train all the new 
employees, Vogelson said. 

There will be, however, openings while 
the employees are training. In these open
ings one section of The Atrium, such as 

Pizza Hut, will open and students will be 
able to come in, said Fran Laws, The Atri
um on-site manager. 

The estimated date to complete these 
tasks and activities is Oct. 10, after which 
the Atrium can open, Vogelson said. 

The funds for this project did not come 
from students or state capital funds, but from 
University Dining Services, Schmidt said. 

The creation of The Atrium will help 
fund business growth on campus and is part 
of a capital contribution that came as part of 
a 10-year contract with University Dining 
Services, Vogelson said. 

The estimated cost to complete the proj
ect is approximately $2.3 million, Hart said. 

"The Atrium gives students an alternative 
to the library and the Viking Union to study 
or relax," said Mary Artz, Atrium student 
manager and Western junior. 

The larger Atrium will be home to new 

foods as well as old favorites. Pizza Hut and 
Fast Takes, a vendor selling smaller on-the-
go food items, will continue to serve stu
dents. 

The Sub Connection, formerly located in 
Carver Gym, has moved to The Atrium and 
will eventually add breakfast sandwiches 
to its menu. Hot Pots will continue to serve 
soup and rice, but hot cereals will be avail
able in the morning as well. 

The espresso bar has two new espresso 
machines and a walk-up window outside. 

Some new food items include Pasta Plus, 
which gives students an option of pasta and 
various sauces. A vegetarian and vegan 
vendor will join in mid-October, and a fro
zen yogurt and fresh fruit smoothie station 
named Freshens will provide frozen treats 
for students. All these stations are in place to 
offer fresh, hot and affordable food for stu
dents, North said. 

Meeting, eating and seating is The Atri
um's slogan, and the conversion of two 
classrooms and a hallway into a lounge is 
the final factor that will make the slogan a 
reality, North said. 

The whole seating area is carpeted, the 
curved walls are painted maroon and golden 
yellow, and three levels of seating are avail
able for students to choose from. 

The first level of seating includes tall, 
circular cafe tables, the second level offers 
square study or eating tables, and in late Oc
tober, the third level of lounge furniture will 
complete the choice of the mix. 

Other perks include a wireless-access 
hub in the seating area, an additional exit 
door, a new glass storefront, new lighting, 
a local artist's mural and a handicap-ac
cessible double-door main entrance with a 
curved canopy to shelter students from bad 
weather, North said. 

E x t e n d e d E d u c a t i o n a n d S u m m e r P r o g r a m s 

New Self-Guided Courses/ 

Available now: 

Very Modern Irish Fiction 
English 311(5) 

Studies in Historically 
Marginalized Literatures 
English 327 (5) 

Introduction to Creative 
Nonfiction Writing 
English 354 (5) 

Advanced Fiction Writing 
English 451 (5) 

Coming soon: 

American Woman Studies: 
1850-Present 
Women Studies 313 (5) 

The Mongols 
East Asian 314 (4) 

• Print-based, distance learning 
» Register anytime 

Call or visit online for more information! 

§-i!ea)rnpvw 
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City receives grant to improve response to domestic violence 
Grant focuses on two-year improvement for enhanced police training 

BY MARI KARIYA 

The Western Front 

The U.S. Department of Justice's Office 
on Violence Against Women awarded the 
city of Bellingham a grant for more than 
$300,000 on July 1 for its work against do
mestic violence and sexual assault. 

Commission director Sue Parrot present
ed information about the grant and its use 
Sept. 19 during a city council meeting. 

The grant, which totals nearly $305,000, 
will help Bellingham and Whatcom County 
— partnered with the Commission Against 
Domestic-Violence — expand their resources 
and enhance training of Bellingham police 
officers who respond to incidents of domestic 
violence and sexual assault during the next 
two years. 

The grant will train Bellingham police 
officers to better and more fully respond 
to domestic violence cases in its first year 
and expand to other Whatcom County cities 
during the grant's second year, commission 
chair Kathy Washatka said. 

Officers will gain a better understanding of 
cases and how to be more sensitive to make 
the process as easy as possible for victims. 

The grant will also fund Domestic Vio
lence Safety and Accountability audits of 
many parts of Whatcom County's criminal 
justice systems. These audits work to improve 
standards for the prosecution of batterers and 

to ensure the safety of domestic violence vic
tims during and after incident responses. 

"We're lucky in our county that there is 
awareness and such cooperation to work 
together to create systems that support vic
tims and children," Washatka said. 

The grant stemmed from the commis
sion's work during the past few years to 
make the local judicial process safer for vic
tims of domestic violence. 

Two years ago, the commission audited 
the Bellingham Police Department, the 
Whatcom County Sheriff's Office and the 
911 emergency dispatch. 

Through this audit, the commission gave 
66 recommendations for ways these organi
zations could better serve victims of domes
tic violence and prosecute perpetrators. 

The police department and the sheriff's 
office were implemented almost all of the 
advice, Washatka said. One of the audit 
recommendations was a focus group of do
mestic-violence survivors, who suggested a 
new system for the police's domestic vio
lence response, Washatka said. Previously 
victims had the option of calling a victim 
advocate themselves. 

The police now call a service provider, 
in this case, Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault Services of Whatcom County, and 
an advocate is automatically sent to the 
scene with police officers, Washatka said. 

Domestic violence victim advocates are 

volunteers who have trained to provide vic
tims with resources to contact, such as housing 
or shelter options and support groups. These 
advocates are often survivors of domestic 
abuse situations themselves, and help victims 
with the process of healing from abuse. 

During a frightening time such as a do
mestic violence incident, the focus group 
survivors said they did not want to have to 
make a decision about whether to call an ad
vocate themselves. 

Washatka said the focus groups provid
ed information on what to improve on, and 
the second audit and grant will be funding 
more focus groups, making advocate re
sponse even more comprehensive. 

Washatka said she hopes the grant will 
provide funding to eventually have advo
cates available at all hours, not just during 
busy times. Currently advocates are only 
available during business hours. 

All of the organizations supported the 
first safety audit and are eager to implement 
the recommendations. 

Some recommendations, such as reorga
nizing files, were not put in place because 
they lacked financial support. 

The grant will fund those last few rec
ommendations, which will also expand the 
audit process to cover more institutions 
with which victims of domestic violence 
have to deal. 

City councilwoman Barbara Ryan said 

Statistics 
• 20 percent of all Whatcom County Jail 
bookings were for domestic violence 
cases in 2003. 
• Domestic violence felonies in What
com County have steadily increased 
since 2000. 
• Probation referrals for domestic vio
lence have also consistently increased 
since 2000. 
• One in every three women throughout 
the world has been beaten, coerced into 
sex or otherwise abused during her life
time, according to a 2000 John Hopkins 
School of Public Health survey. 

Statistics from March 2005 Commission Against 
Domestic Violence reports, CASAS Web site 

the police domestic violence response train
ing that the grant has already implemented 
in Bellingham has shown an increase in the 
rate of prosecution as better trained police 
officers respond. 

"Hopefully we will get a handle on this 
countywide," she said. 

City councilman Gene Knutson said he is 
well-acquainted with the Bellingham police 
and their inner workings. 

"I'm confident that the money will go 
where it needs to go, which is to domestic 
violence victims," Knutson said. 

Plastic spinners m 

Basic Cable TV offer ends 12/3G/05. Afts 
serviceable areas. Certain services are availaole s 
interns! offer expires 9/30/05. Qlfer availabls 
qualify far muiii-produci discount. Customers quaiify f 
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MARY ANDOM / THE WESTERN FRONT 
Western sophomore Anthony Thach takes part in the Ethnic 
Student Center kick-off barbecue, which was Saturday at the 
Pine and Cedar Park and helped freshmen adjust to Western. 

Freshmen: Fall 2005 class one 
of largest in Western's history 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Of the applicants Western 
accepted, 41.2 percent en
rolled, assistant director of 
admissions Michael Barr said. 
Fall quarter 2005 
has 13,000 students — — = 
enrolled, the largest 
number Western 
has ever had. Last 
year, approximate
ly 12,700 students 
enrolled fall quar
ter, he said. 

'We 're seeing the 
baby-boom echo 
right now. The 

children of the baby 
boomers are at the 
age when they are 

We're seeing applying t0 colleges.' Ba^[ saif-

the office expected, he said. 
"All we can do is. speculate; 

we really don't know why more 
high school seniors are apply
ing for college," Barr said. 

For fall quarter 2004 the 
University of 

= = = = = Washington ac
cepted 67.8 percent 

of its applicants, 
Bishop said. 

Western does 
not want an image 
of being too dif
ficult to get into, 

the baby-boom 
echo right now," 
Barr said. "The 
children of the 
baby boomers are 
at the age when 
they are applying 
to colleges." 

For fall quarter 2004, West
ern's Office of Admissions re
ceived 7,922 applications and 
accepted 75.1 percent of them, 
Barr said. Approximately 41 
percent of the accepted appli
cants enrolled. 

For 2005, the admissions of
fice received 700 more applica
tions than last year, Barr said. 
This was more applications than 

MICHAEL BARR 
assistant director of 

admissions 

We're in the 
business of edu
cating people; we 
don't want to limit 
students' access to 
higher education," 
he said. 

Western and the University 
of Washington admit similar-
caliber students. 

Western generally admits 
high school seniors with a 
grade-point average ranging 
from 3.42 to 3.83 on a four-
point scale, Barr said. Incom
ing freshmen at the University 
of Washington had an average 
high school grade point aver
age range of 3.58 to 3.89. 

Minority: Ethnic 
Student Center 
helps students of 
color transition 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

continued to increase the percentage of 
enrolled freshmen students of color, as
sistant director of admissions Michael 
Barr said. 

Sixteen percent ,of the freshman 
class of 2004 was minority students. 

Although the number of minority 
students is on the rise, some students 
feel Western is not diverse enough. 

Western junior Dennis Williams, 
a transfer student from Seattle, said 
when he walks around campus the lack 
of diversity is visible. As one of the 
only minorities in hi;S classes, Williams 
said he feels marginalized. 

"I feel like I am the only one," Wil
liams said. i 

So far, he is easing his transition to 
Western by joining the Ethnic Student 
Center. 

"I don't think it is a matter of skin 
color but where you grew up," Wil
liams said. "There are minorities who 
have grown up with white people all 
their lives. For others, coming to West
ern is a culture shock." 

Minority students should not have 
to carry this burden on their own, 
Ethnic Student Center coordinator 
Michael Vendiola said. He said he en
courages students to visit the center if 
they feel out of place and need help 
transitioning. 

"Invisibility continues to be a strug
gle for students of color in a predomi
nantly white university and, a burden 
for them to defend their cultures," Ven
diola said. 

Western senior Stephanie Matthews 
said that when she came to Western she 
felt estranged from the black commu
nity in Seattle. 

She joined the Black Student Union 
and Sisterhood Alliance, clubs in the 
Ethnic Student Center, which helped 
her foster a better sense of belonging 
and cultural identity. 

"It makes me feel like I belong," 
Matthews said. "I can share my experi
ence with other students, and they can 
respect it." 

She said sometimes students on 
campus are intimidated to approach 
her and other minorities because they 
tend to stick together. 

"We have to step out of our com
fort zones," Matthews said. "If other 
(white) students do the same, then we 
would have unity." 

BREWERY & BISTRO 

Spoonshine 

me Acorn Project Redefine your world 

mm 
Visil the website for an event schedule 

wutfw.peacecorps.gov 

JACOB BUCKENMEYER / THE WESTERN FRONT 

The new vote-by-mail primary system, which 30 counties in Wash
ington use, will save Whatcom County nearly $1.5 million. 

Primary: New system has paper 
trail of votes to discourage fraud 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Marian Beddill, a representa
tive for Whatcom Democrats, said 
she was cautious about seeing the 
social aspect of voting disappear 
along with the poll booth. 

Upgrading Whatcom County's 
polls to meet standards of the fed
eral Help America Vote Act of 2002 
would have cost Whatcom County 
$1.6 million, Griffin said. 

The switch to voting by mail 
cost only $500,000, most of which 
federal grant money allotted 
through the 2002 act paid for, he 
said. 

Voters received ballots 20 days 
before voting day, Griffin said. The 
change in method was also due to 
a lack of turnout at the polls, The 
extra cost of providing both poll 
voting and absentee-ballot voting 
was not worth it, Griffin said. 

"Seventy-five percent of our 
voters already vote by absentee," 
he said. "We were basically run
ning two elections." 

Beddill was satisfied with the 
primary's technology but said she 

would have liked to see more of 
the votes double-checked by hand. 

Computers now tally the votes 
and a hand audit of votes will 
make it more difficult to manipu
late the counting of the ballots, 
Beddill said. 

"This election had a hand count, 
but not as extensive of one as I 
would have liked," she said. "A 
hand count of all votes, or at least 
a substantial sample, must go on 
forever." 

Parties involved in the election 
can request a hand-counted audit 
of three precincts. The Auditor's 
Office conducted the audits for 
this election Thursday evening, 
Whatcom County Auditor Shirley 
Forslof said. 

The hand audits matched the 
machine count, which gave her 
even more confidence in the meth
od, Forslof said. 

Thirty out of 39 counties in 
Washington now use the vote-by-
mail method, Forslof said. She 
expects more counties to adopt the 
method by the end of this year. 
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Rubbers named for former president 
and aide 

A condom company in China is market
ing prophylactics with the brand names 
Clinton and Lewinsky to leverage the fa
mous incident that caused the impeachment 
of America's 42nd president. 

The Guangzhou Rubber Group is dis
tributing 100,000 free Clinton and Lewin
sky condoms as part of a promotion to in
crease awareness of the product, as well as 
AIDS awareness, according to spokesman 
LiuWenhua. 

"The Clinton condom will be the top of 
our line," he said. "The Lewinsky condom 
is not quite as good." 

The company decided to use the Clin
ton name because Chinese view the for
mer president as a responsible person who 
would want to stress safe sex and prevent 
the spread of the AIDS virus, Liu said. 

Clinton has campaigned vigorously in 
China to heighten AIDS awareness where 
the disease is spreading rapidly. 

"The names we chose are symbols of 
people who are responsible and dedicated 
to their jobs," Liu said. 

Dutch reporter to use pot, heroin 
on live TV 

v A (field reporter- for a new Dutch televi
sion show intends to use heroin, marijuana 
and alcohol on the air during a weekly pro
gram targeting youth, producers said. 

"Shoot Up and Swallow," the late-night 
show, premieres Oct. 10 and will show re
porter Filemon Wesselink, 26, using the 
drugs. 

Sophie Hilbrand, the show's host, will 
interview guests about drug use while Wes
selink appears in segments taped in the field 
as he experiments with drugs and liquor. 

The Dutch television network BNN, 
which produces the show, also plans to 
show Wesselink under the influence of LSD 
in a future episode. 

"It's not our intention to create an out
cry," BNN spokeswoman Ingrid Timmer 
said. "We just want to talk about subjects 
that are part of young people's lives." 

The governing Christian Democrat Par
ty spokesman Pieter Heerma is not sure the 
show is legal. 

"We're going to ask the justice minis
ter for his view on what the law says about 
this, and his view on the dangers and risks 
involved," he said. 

The Netherlands is known for its le
nient marijuana policies, but other drugs, 
including cocaine, heroin and LSD, are 
outlawed. 

Hungary drivers will get 
lemons or apples 

Drivers pulled over for breaking vehicle 
codes in an agricultural area of Hungary will 
be given more than a ticket; students riding 
with police will also hand out lemons. 

"A penalty coming from a kid for break

ing rules generates a stronger feeling of guilt 
among adults than a simple fine," county po
lice spokesman Gergely Fulop said. 

Drivers showing good road habits will be 
rewarded with apples during a month-long 
campaign in Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg coun
ty, according to state news agency MTI. 

Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg is approxi
mately 125 miles from Budapest and is the 
center of Hungary's fruit industry. 

Teacher faces unemployment over 
feces cleanup 

After telling recalcitrant students to 
clean up a pile of human dung in the back 
of her fourth-grade classroom, a substitute 
teacher has been told not to return to work. 

The teacher, whose name has not been 
released, filled in for a teacher who was on 
maternity leave at Gammon Elementary 
School in Wichita, Kan. 

After discovering the feces, three stu
dents began laughing and were then as
signed clean-up punishment. 

It was unclear who had defecated or 
whether it was done purposefully, school dis
trict spokeswoman Susan Arensman said. 

An investigation was ongoing, and no 
decision had been made about the substitute 
teacher's status that might allow her to teach 
at other Wichita schools, Arensman said. 

Cheryl Ward, an emergency medical 
technician and mother of two children at 
the school, said the teacher could have put 
the students' health at risk. 

"There can be hepatitis and all sorts of 
things spread through human feces," Ward 
said. "It just doesn't make sense to have 
children cleaning that up." 

Despite the uproar, the unnamed teacher 
was not too upset about administering the 
punishment. 

"She was more upset that news stories 
about this are making the school and her 
kiddos look bad," Arensman said. "It's re
ally unfortunate." 

Pilots fake emergency for soccer fans 
in Gambia 

Emergency crews stood by last Tuesday 
to receive a chartered flight claiming to be 
running dangerously low on fuel. It was 
carrying 289 Gambian football fans who 
were late for an important match. 

The flight, scheduled to land in Lima, 
Peru landed in Piura where the Gambian 
national team played Qatar in the Under-17 
World Championship later in the day. 

The fans would have been late to the 
game if the plane had landed in Lima. 

"It was a sham," said Betty Maldonado, 
a spokeswoman for Peru's aviation author
ity, CORPAC. "They tricked the control 
tower, saying they were low on fuel." 

The plane, along with its passengers and 
crew, remained in Piura the day after the 
match while authorities decided what pen
alty, if any, to impose on the airline. 

Compiled by Dave Wilhite 

Western Front Classifieds work! 
Call 650-3161 

SURWU. TIP 

THE BENEFITS OF 
USED TEXTBOOKS 

THE WISD0IV1 OF RIDING THE COATTAILS 
OF THOSE WHO'VE COME BEFORE. 

Allow us to make a case for used textbooks. They offer you the highlighted and 
underlined wisdom (assuming they actually passed the class) of those who've come before. 

From pithy insights to racy doodles, it's a little added value for your education dollar. 

Here's another useful tip to help you save a little in school: Free Checking from 
Washington Mutual. There's no minimum balance required to avoid a monthly service 
charge and it's free to sign up for a Visa* Check Card. Plus there's free online bill pay 

available at wamu.com. 

Along with the books of a Deans-Lister, Free Checking from Washington Mutual 
is all vou really need to skim through school in style. For more information, visit your 

local Washington Mutual Financial Center or call 1-800-788-7000. 

Deposits arc FDIC Insured wamu.com 

FREE CHECKING WITH NO MONTHLY FEE 
NO MATTER WHAT YOUR BALANCE Q Washington Mutual 
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Helping students adjust 
Campus centers offer homesickness remedies 

BY MEGAN MULDARY 

The Western Front 

Moving to college away from friends and family can be a 
drastic change for students. The move can cause feelings of 
anxiety, excitement and stress. With these feelings, a student 
can become homesick. 

Students should realize feeling homesick is completely 
normal, said Dr. Nancy Corbin, director of Western's Coun
seling Center. Students often feel homesick and happy to be 
at school at the same time. 

Many times, students have known friends from home 
since kindergarten, and now, by moving to college, they 
have to become familiar with something new entirely on 
their own, Corbin said. Some students also come to college 
with a significant other back at home, which forces them to 
develop a new type of relationship and trust. Students have 
to make all of their own decisions, which is exhilarating and 
complicated at the same time, she said. 

"I remember when I was in college and everyone took 
really long showers at first because they were looking for 
a private place to cry," Corbin said. "No one wanted to talk 
about missing home." 

Being homesick can seem minor, but with the added 
stress and lack of sleep associated with college, the problem 
can grow, said Anne Hammond-Meyer, a pre-doctoral intern 
at the Counseling Center. When being sick gets to the point 
of needing to see a doctor, many students are confused about 
what to do. They wonder if they are sick enough to go to 
the doctor. Sometimes students want to be sick because that 
means being taken care of, which reminds them of when 
they lived at home. 

"When at home, students used to rely on their parents 
when they were sick," Corbin said. "Now they have to de
termine if they are sick enough to go to the doctor and how 
to react to health concerns in general." 

If the feeling of being away from the familiar becomes a 
problem or even a nuisance, many places on campus offer 
assistance. 

The first option for students wanting to talk about miss
ing home is always a new roommate or friend down the 
hall, Corbin said. Engaging in conversation helps because 
students can speak with each other about what is missing 
in their lives without feeling like they have a problem. The 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Wellness Outreach Center offers books and brochures to help students cope with homesickness. 

Wellness Outreach Center, in Viking Union 432, is a place 
for students to speak with someone about missing home. 
Wellness Outreach Center coordinator Amy Riedel said it 
is a place to gather resources that help students determine 
where they should go with questions on mental and physi
cal health issues. 

The center offers free hot water to make tea or chicken 
broth for those who come in, Riedel said. The center also 
provides brochures about homesickness and stress-related 
issues. The center gives out cold packs to students who 
feel they have a minor cold and offer condom 
packs as well. 

Seasonal Affective Disorder lamps are 
available for anyone's use. Designed to im

prove depression caused 
by bad weather, students 
can sit in front of these 
lamps on gloomy-weather 
days to absorb 

7 remember when I 

was in college and 

everyone took really 

long showers at first 

said speaking with their resident advisors and resident direc
tors would be beneficial too. Resident advisors and directors 
are trained and often deal with the issue of being homesick. 
Resident advisors can come to the Wellness Outreach Cen
ter to receive help creating homesickness bulletin boards, 
which are located in their buildings. RAs can also become 
the wiser adult, similar to a parent that a student can go to 
for advice on topics such as classes, colds and homework 
problems. 

Being homesick does not mean a student is broken. The 
feelings of being homesick get better and go 
away, Hammond-Meyer said. 

"It is a quarter of change," she said. "It cre
ates a time when students will get sicker due to 
stress and sleep deprivation. It makes the mag
nitude of being homesick seem bigger than it 
really is." 

Another problem that can be associated with because they were 

natural looking for a private homesickness is being shy, Corbin said. Col 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western junior Jenn Johansen works at the Wellness Outreach Cen
ter with the Lifestyle Advisor Program. 

sunlight rays. 
If students have ques

tions a brochure cannot 
answer, they can look at 
health-related books in 
the library at the center. 

The Student Health Center has a 
self-care center available for those who 
want to know more about taking care 
of themselves while in college, Riedel 
said. In addition to cold and condom 
packs, students can get questions an
swered about birth control and sexually 
transmitted diseases. The center offers 
HIV testing and a quitting program for 
students who want to stop smoking. 

At this point, if a student is still feel
ing homesick, he or she can turn to the 
Counseling Center. Corbin said the cen
ter is a place where students can speak 
to someone who is not a roommate they 
just met and may not trust. 

In order to cure homesickness, the 
best thing for students to do is get in
volved in school, Corbin said. 

The Counseling Center first figures 
out what kind of homesickness a stu
dent has. Differences between missing 
a dog sleeping on the end of the bed and 
a grandparent being sick are important 
to look at, Corbin said. These have dif
ferent complicated factors to them. 

Corbin encourages students to 
come to the Counseling Center but 

place to cry.' 

DR. NANCY CORBIN 
Counseling Center 

director 

lege students who are shy often avoid social 
situations because they do not know how to 
engage in small talk or how to introduce them
selves to other students. The Counseling Center 
will help develop these skills with the student 
so they can be confident when in a situation 

where they have to be outgoing. 
"Going home on the weekends may not help, especially if 

it keeps you from getting to know people here," Corbin said. 
"Take that time on the weekends to know Bellingham. Go to 
the movies, the parks or explore downtown." 

Going back to the familiar is easy when a student is 
homesick, Corbin said. She suggests not going back home 
for jobs, family and a significant other. Missing a significant 
other and learning how to trust one who is back home or at 
a different college can make the transition to college even 
more difficult. Deciding if the relationship is worth staying 
in can create even more stress. 

"It is not because you are young that you are homesick," 
Hammond-Meyer said. "It is a process that happens at any 
age. It's humanity." 

Free workshops 
The Counseling Center offers workshops for stu 
dents in Old Main 540. 
Relaxation: 4 to 5 p.m. Thursdays 
Making peace with food: 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
Riding the emotional wave: 3 to 4:20 p.m. Wednesdays 
Art as self-expression: 4 to 5 p.m. Mondays 
Women and self-esteem: 5:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
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Sketching areatfotfy 
Student constructs gag 
comic strips, cartoons 

B Y SAMANTHA EVERTS 

The Western Front 

Cartooning has always come naturally to 
Western senior Terrence Nowicki Jr. 

In June, the Association of American 
Editorial Cartoonists honored him with 
the John Locher Memorial Award for his 
outstanding talent in cartooning. Through 
the national organization, he received the 
award for his editorial cartoons drawn for 
The Western Front. 

According to the association's Web site, 
it created the award in 1986. The award 
was named in honor of the _ ^ ^ _ _ _ 
late son of Dick Locher, a Pu
litzer Prize-winning editorial 
cartoonist and artist for "Dick 
Tracy," Nowicki said. 

"I applied for the John Lo
cher Memorial Award because comes on gradually.' 
I thought it could be a good 
opportunity for exposure," he 
said. 

Kim Ossi, an editor for 
KRT Campus, a wire service 
for college newspapers, has a working re
lationship with the family who runs the 
annual., John ,. Lpqher, editorial , cartooning 
contest, which is how she found out about 
Nowicki. 

"Upon seeing his work, we decided to 
see whether he would like to or be able to 
contribute to our wire service," Ossi said. 
"His editorial cartoons are outstanding and 
similar in style to most professional edito
rial cartoonists." 

Nowicki, 23, said he has been drawing 
for as long as he can remember. He has tak
en numerous drawing classes throughout his 
life, but as with any skill, he said he always 
has room for improvement. 

"I would like to be much better at imag
ery," he said. 

projects, such as creating his own comic 
book. He does not believe in, as he said, 
"cartoons by committee," in which someone 
in charge breaks the cartoon into parts and 
assigns it to different people. Nowicki said 
his dream job would be creator of a comic 
book that he would write and draw. 

Nowicki said his hope for the future is 
to graduate from Western in June 2006 with 
a bachelor's degree in new media and find 
work as a cartoonist. 

"I want to work anywhere where I can 
be doing something creative, ideally as a 
cartoonist," Nowicki said. 

Aside from winning the 
' , . , John Locher Memorial Award, 

You don tjust wake N o w i d d a l s o w o n t h e S o c i e t y 

up one morning and 0f Professional Journalism 

TERRENCE NOWICKI 
JR. 

Western senior 

realize you have this Mark of Excellence Award for 
amazing talent; it editorial cartooning in 2004. 

While his awards are for edito
rial cartoons, Nowicki creates 
gag comic strips and political 
cartoons as well. 

"All political cartoons are 
editorial, but not all editorial 

cartoons are political," Nowicki said. 
Editorial cartoons are topical and can be 

about various subjects. Nowicki said a politi
cal cartoon either comments on or makes fun 
of politics. Gag comic strips are simply joke 
cartoons. 

At the moment, Nowicki is drawing edi
torial cartoons for The Western Front and 
gag comic strips for the AS Review. He cre
ates his comics for work, to relieve stress, 
when he is bored, to practice and just for 
fun, he said. 

"You don't just wake up one morning 
and realize you have this amazing talent; 
it comes on gradually," Nowicki said. "My 
family and friends have always been encour
aging, and in the past five years or so I've 
recognized I have the talent to be a profes-

Nowicki said he would like to do bigger sional cartoonist.' 

AUC£ DIP MOT LIKE SHAWNS HANPS WITH EITHER OF THEM. 

"Tweedle dumb and tweedle dumber," (above) and "The new and improved 
food pyramid" (right) are two of the four cartoons that helped Terrence Nowicki 
Jr. to win the John Locher Memorial Award. 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western senior Terrence Nowicki Jr. received the John Locher Memorial 
Award for his editorial cartoons. 

"Guitarded" drawn by Western senior Terrence Nowicki Jr. 
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Men's soccer falls to Seattle University 
Western's struggles continue as its record drops 
to 1-9-1 after losing game to Seattle University 

BY DAVID WILHITE 

The Western Front 

With Seattle University Redhawks, the current Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference champion, in town Saturday 
to take on Western's men's soccer team, the Vikings had 
their work cut out for them. 

Down 2-0 late in the first half, Western freshman reserve 
midfielder Chris Jepson summed up the difficulties the 
squad experienced. 

"It's going about how I expected," he said. "Every one 
of them is an all-star." 

He paused for a moment as he watched the Vikings push 
the ball into Redhawks territory. "We'll see," he said. 

Seattle University did not let up, however, and with 
better team speed and ball handling, the team shut out the 
Vikings 3-0. 

"We made some mistakes in the game, and they made us 
pay for it," Western head coach Travis Connell said after 
the game. "They are a good team, but we played with better 
consistency in this game and made some improvements 
tonight." 

At halftime, the Redhawks had out-shot the Vikings 

12-4, with six shots on goal, two of 
which slipped past the goalie, Western 
senior Ben Dragavon. 

Dragavon is the league leader in 
saves this season with 66. 

Although Connell said he felt the 
Vikings came out with renewed energy 
in the second half, out-shooting Seattle 
7-4, Seattle sophomore defender Jason 
Cascio put the game out of range by 
scoring a goal in the 67th minute. The 
goal was the Seattle sophomore's 
first in college soccer. 

"I came close to scoring a couple 
of times last year, but it feels good to 
make my first college goal," Cascio said. 

Within minutes, the substitutes began rolling in for 
Seattle. 

The Vikings missed a shot in the 69th minute when 
Western junior forward Jacob Haddock headed wide after 
a cross from vVestern senior midfielder Kris Pope. 

The shot was the only real scoring opportunity the 
Vikings had all night. 
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Western junior defender Blake Brown feels the pressure of Seattle 
University's offense early in the first half of Saturday's game. 

"We were out-played tonight," Western freshman forward 
Mirza Memic said. "They had a good strategy and were 
always one step ahead." 

After Saturday's game, the Vikings are 1-9-1, 0-2-0 in 
GNAC. The team will take on Seattle Pacific University at 
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday at Interbay Stadium in Seattle. 

The next home game is at 7 p.m. on Oct. 5 against Pacific 
Lutheran University at Civic Field and after the team plays 
Seattle Pacific University Sept. 28 in Seattle. 

Senior goalie finds success through work ethic, determination 
B Y JULIE WAGGONER 

The Western Front 

The chubby kid from middle school just 
might turn out to be Western's top soccer 
player. This happened to Western senior Ben 
Dragavon, who has been Western's starting 
goalie for the past four years. 

"He's the best player on our team right 
now," said Dragavon's teammate and 
roommate, Western senior Gus Zadra. "The 
only reason we're in half the games we're in 
this year is because of him." 

While playing at Monroe High School, 
Dragavon also played for the Cascade 
Avalanche club team. Zadra and current 
Western soccer players Kenny Mueller, Kris 
Pope, Kory Pope and Robbie Curry were 
on the club team at the same time. In 2001, 
the Cascade Avalanche and Dragavon's 
high school team both won the state 
championship. 

Dragavon was overweight and not 
especially athletic when he tried out for the 
club team. The first two years he tried out, 
he did not make it. By working out with a 
trainer, Dragavon with intense commitment 
eventually became the team's starting 
goalkeeper, Zadra said. 

"Whatever Ben does, he does it with 
complete intensity," Zadra said. "Everyone 

Western senior goalie Ben Dragavon 
game against Seattle University. 

wants to play with Ben because he wins. He 
refuses to lose. He's so focused, he keeps 
you focused." 

In college, the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference named Dragavon Freshman 
of the Year, first-team all-conference as a 
freshman and sophomore and second-team 
all-conference as a junior. 

"I'm always confident with him in the 
goal," said Greg Brisbon, Western associate 
head coach for men's and women's soccer, 
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anticipates the action late in the first half of Saturday's 

who has been Dragavon's coach throughout 
his career at Western. "You can rely on him. 
Every year he's played, he's gotten better." 

Dragavon has improved tremendously 
while playing for Western. He has only 
missed half of 
one game during 
his four years on 
the team, Zadra 
said. 

Last spring, 

he 
'Ben 
does 

however, Dragavon 
injured his knee by tearing 
his quad muscle off his 
patella. He took time off 
from soccer instead of 
having surgery to fix the 
problem and had to go 
through rehabilitation and 
strengthening. Although 
his knee has healed, he 
said it still aches and 
occasionally feels weak. 

Dragavon said injuries 
are among the greatest 
challenges he has had 
to overcome. He has 
repeatedly burst the sacks 
of fluid that cushion his 
hip joints, which causes 
swelling the size of a 
softball. 

never gets injured, and 
he keeps going," Zadra 

when 
said. 

see GOALIE, page 12 
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Western's sailing team calls Lake Whatcom home 
BYJACKIE LECUYER 
The Western Front 

The wind blows in from the northwest, sounding the 
wind chimes hanging over the abandoned front desk of the 
Lakewood boathouse. Sailboats bob up and down on the 
choppy water of Lake Whatcom, and white sails glow a warm 
yellow from the sunlight. The time is 3 p.m., and Western 
students fill the boathouse, nervously awaiting instructions. 
For some beginning sailors it will be their first time on a 
sailboat during the Western sailing team's first practice. 

Western freshman Christen Irby leans against the 
boathouse wall, watching the commotion that surrounds 
her. Instructors and students race around looking for life 
jackets, water moccasins and missing pieces of sailboat 
equipment. Irby, originally from Durango, Colo., learned 
about the sailing club from the Sept. 20 Information Fair 
in Red Square. 

"I have never been on a sailboat in my entire life," Irby said, 
moving out of the way of three students carrying windsurfing 
boards. "I'm going to try out, learn and hopefully compete." 

The sailing club meets at 4:30 p.m. every Monday and 
Wednesday and at 2:30 p.m. every Friday. Students are not 
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The Lakewood Boathouse welcomes many students including 
Western's sailing team. 

required to try out for the team unless they wish to compete, 
and all Western students can join. 

Western senior Anna Klastorin said she joined Western's 
sailing team her sophomore year. 

"I had never raced (sailboats) — I just showed up on the 
first day of practice and they taught me how to sail," Klastorin 

said, pausing for a second to help a beginning sailor take a 
sailboat mast apart. "I love it. It gets you out on the water 
three times a week and it has a really nice team atmosphere." 

Western's sailing team has traveled throughout the Pacific 
Northwest, California, Hawaii and Louisiana to compete. 

The Lakewood boathouse has services for students other 
than those on Western's sailing team. Students from Western, 
Whatcom Community College and Northwest Indian 
College can rent kayaks, canoes, rowboats, paddleboats 
and windsurfing boards for $3 per day, and sailboats and 
catamarans for $5 per day. Western faculty and alumni can 
also use the boathouse's services. Students need to bring 
their college's identification cards so the attendant at the 
boathouse will know they belong to one of the schools. 

The boathouse is open for students' recreational use fall 
and spring quarters but closes for instructor-training courses 
during winter quarter. 

Equipment for all ability levels clutters the boathouse. 
Paddles, upturned boats, wetsuits and windsurfing boards 
are strewn on the floor. Western senior Stefan Schmidt, front 
desk attendant and sailing instructor, steps expertly around the 
mess as he gathers equipment for students. 

see SAILING, page 12 

Gold aloves will decide baseball's MVP races 

BY ANDREW IRVINE 
The Western Front 

The end of baseball season has already arrived, but the 
race for the two most valuable player awards in Major 
League Baseball remains debatable in both leagues. 

In the National League, Albert Pujols has done as much, if 
not more, than anyone expected he could do for the St. Louis 

Cardinals, the team with the best overall record in baseball. 
His opponent, Andruw Jones of the Atlanta Braves, has 
catapulted his team toward its 15th straight NL East title. 

In the American League, David Ortiz has swung a 
clutch bat all season, anchoring the top offensive team in 
baseball, the Boston Red Sox, as it looks to repeat as the 
World Series champions. 

Trying to beat Ortiz and the Red Sox is Alex Rodriguez 
of the New York Yankees. A-Rod has arguably had his best 
season as a pro and would take home his second MVP award 
in the last three years. 

The two races involve four players, who all deserve to 
win the prestigious award but in the end, the two players who 
play gold-glove defense, Jones in centerfield and Rodriguez 

at third base, will win the MVP trophies. 
Pujols has done enough season to become the first 

National League player outside of San Francisco to win the 
MVP award since 1999. He would also be the first Cardinal 
to win the award in 20 years. 

St. Louis has done its part as well, tearing through the 
schedule this season. As of Sunday, Pujols has batted .335 
and is in the top five in most offensive categories, including 
batting average and home runs. 

Pujols provides an intimidating bat in a lineup that 
already is stacked with established all-star-caliber players 
such as Jim Edmonds and Larry Walker. 

see MVP, page 12 
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Goalie: Senior goalie highlights wins over top-ranked opponents in 2003 as career highlight 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 

"He's so intense it's hard for others to keep 
up. He demands the best of everyone at all 
times, no matter what circumstances." 

Dragavon said he has also had to deal 
with the extra pressure of playing goalie. 
As a freshman, he got worked up and jittery 
before every game, but now he handles the 

stress in a much calmer manner, he said. 
"Before games I get so nervous I almost 

don't want to do it, but after games I love 
it," Dragavon said. "Pressure motivates me 
to play better. If there's no pressure, there's 
no fun." 

Playing for himself and his teammates and 
working not to let anyone down is another 

driving force that keeps him motivated, 
Dragavon said. 

"Ben's probably the hardest-working guy 
on the team now," Zadra said. "He was the 
hardest working at [the] club [team]. That's 
the only reason he's so good." 

Dragavon arrives at every game and every 
practice before anyone else and is always the 

last to leave, Zadra said. 
Dragavon said his greatest moments on the 

field involved beating rivals Seattle University 
and Seattle Pacific University in 2002, as well 
as beating 2002 national champion Sonoma 
State University in 2003. 

"Those are the games you remember, 
where it's like a battle," Dragavon said. 

Sailing: Lakewood boathouse opens doors to Western's sailing team, local college students 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 

"I am here to help, but I am not a rescue 
operation," Schmidt said to three students 
checking out windsurfing equipment. 

The boathouse requires all students who 
rent equipment to wear a life jacket the entire 
time they are in the water. 

"I'm always keeping my eye out for 
students who have tipped over or are 
struggling," he said, watching the commotion 
on the docks while talking. "If people are 
wise, don't go in over their skill level and 
wear a life jacket, the thing most likely to 
happen is they'll get cold." 

Near the end of the sailing team practice, 
boat after boat files in to shore, and students 
wait to step off their sailboats and onto the 
wooden dock. 

Western junior Marian Black sits on the 
paved floor of the boathouse, tying her tennis 
shoes as she prepares to leave. 

"It was awesome," she said, clasping her 
hands in her lap. "I had only ever been on 

a big boat before. My favorite part was 
flying along the water." 

The sailing team will always take new 
members who are looking to sail, said 
Klastorin, but they will have to wait longer 
to compete if they do not sign up soon. Jeff 
Davis, manager of the boathouse, said the 
fees students pay every quarter support 
the boathouse, so they may as well take 
advantage of it. 

"This is the most amazing service for 
Western students," Schmidt said. "It's 
actually ridiculous how cheap it is to come 
here and rent a boat. The biggest problem 
in getting students here is them not knowing 
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Western sailors of all abilities return 
from practice out on Lake Whatcom. 

how great it is. You don't always have the 
opportunity to do this sort of thing." 

MVP: Jones and Rodriguez contribute defensive prowess their counterparts cannot deliver 
sitting on the padded dugout bench. 

Rodriguez has made a successful 
conversion from shortstop, where he played 
the first 10 years of his career, and is now a 
gold-glove candidate after making the move 
just last year. 

Rodriguez is also persevering through 
expectations of being the highest-paid sports 
player and a New York Yankee. This season 
he is producing the way the Yankees pay 
him to. Rodriguez is having a better year 
than his 2003 MVP season, with the Texas 
Rangers and is playing for a team in playoff 
contention this time. 

The Yankees will win the AL East title and 
A-Rod will win his second MVP award. The 
old cliche is that defense wins championships, 
but this baseball season, for Alex Rodriguez 
and Andruw Jones, it also wins MVPs. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 

The problem is, aside from Ichiro in 
2001, the best player on the team with 
the best record rarely wins the award. 
No Yankee star took home 
the award during the team's 
domination of the late '90s. 
MLB writers do not usually 
vote for players who do not 
play on pennant contenders 

'The factor that will 
never show up in a 

box score is the daz-
VlIdimVGuerrem stole"the ^Ung defensive plays 

AL MVP last year by carrying 
the Anaheim Angels into the 
playoffs. In 2003 Miguel 
Tejada laced game-winning hits 
throughout the final stretch of 
the season to win. The problem 
for Pujols is the Cardinals have been a lock 
for the playoffs since the All-Star break in 
the middle of the season. 

During most other seasons, Pujols would 
walk away with the award, but in the first 
non-steroid season since the power surge of 
the '90s, Jones has belted 51 home runs and 
driven in 127 runs. He is leading a young 

Jones makes that 
can alter a baseball 

game.' 

Atlanta Braves team and has put them in a 
position to win yet another NL East division 
title. Jones has grown as a player and a 
teammate since he entered the league nearly 
10 years ago as a teenager, and now stands 

as an elite player in his prime. 
The factor that will never 

show up in a box score is the 
dazzling defensive plays Jones 
makes that can alter a baseball 
game. 

Sure, he is batting only .267, 
as of Sunday, but that does not 
reflect all of the extra base hits 
he has taken away, sprawling 

_ _ _ _ _ across the outfield grass and 
ending potential rallies or 

saving game-winning runs. 
Numbers and wins alone do not win the 

MVP award. If it were, Pujols would win 
The player who does the most to help his 

team win baseball games should receive the 
award. Without Pujols, the Cardinals would 
most likely make the playoffs. Without 
Jones, the Braves would be going home 
early for the first time since 19.90. 

In the American League, the race may be 
even closer. The only guarantee is that for 
the first time in 10 years, a player outside 
the AL West will win the award. David Ortiz 
and Alex Rodriguez have both had MVP-
type seasons. 

The stats are nearly identical. The teams 
are nearly deadlocked in first place in the 
East. Only two things will separate the race 
between Ortiz and Rodriguez in the end. 
Either the Red Sox or the Yankees will likely 
miss the postseason. Baseball writers would 
be hard pressed to give the MVP to the guy 
on the team that choked in the end. Both are 
performing in September and, unfortunately 
for them, it may depend solely on whose team 
steps up in the last week. 

The deciding factor is that Ortiz is 
a designated hitter. While Rodriguez is 
snaring hard 
liners down the 
third-baseline and 
saving doubles, 
Ortiz is resting 
and pondering his 
next at bat while 
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Western not molding cultured students by requiring GURs 

BY ZACH KYLE 
The Western Front 

The theory is Western's General Ui. -er-
sity Requirement system makes for well-
rounded students who are better prepared to 
choose which professional field to pursue. 
The theory fails. 

A transcript sporting the prescribed number 
of credits from the GUR sections — math
ematics, social sciences, natural sciences, 
communications and comparative multicul
tural/gender studies — suggests a dynamic 
educational experience, but a paper list belies 
the uniformity of GUR classes. 

These classes typically are taught in lec
ture halls cavernous enough to seat 100 to 
350 students. A doe-eyed freshman looking 
over the heads of hundreds of students in 
stadium-style seats might remember the 
21-1 student-to-faculty ratio Western has 
posted on its Web site and get confused. A 
professor looking upward into the expanse 
of bodies might give up any notion of cre
ative presentation to the class. 

"Yup," thinks the human at the podium, 
"looks like another quarter of PowerPoint 
lectures, online tutorials and videos." 

And Scantron tests — the only practical 
way to test a big class — produce test scores 
that are weirdly disproportionate to the effort 
students devoted to preparation. A lazy stu
dent can pull Cs and Bs easily. Even filling in 
a skull pattern with the little circles a la Bea-
vis and Butthead will earn a 25 percent grade. 
Yet the law of bubble tests stipulates that even 

the most anal students rarely earn an A. 
A row of A- scores gets frustrating, espe

cially when the next kid looked hungover, 
rarely went to class and ended up with Bs on 
the same tests. When going through the mo
tions is more rewarding than religious devo
tion to a class, the system is not working. 

Students are adaptive creatures, and most 
readily accept their existence as a W number 
on a class roster. In one or two short quarters, 
freshmen discover the grade-earning process 
in large GUR classes is formulaic: they can 
rectify a half-quarter of apathy by cramming 
the night before a test. 

Become familiarized with the jargon of 
the subject. If a student attended class, he or 
she can read their notes. Otherwise, reading 
anything in the textbook in proximity to bold 
print will suffice. 

The rare paper a professor assigns in a GUR 
class is a joke. After reading 50 papers about 

Pavlov and his dog, professors can muster lit
tle critique other than, "Nice job. Could have 
offered more of your own thoughts. A-." 

Speaking of Pavlov, the predictable and 
conditioned nature of the coursework kills 
the spice of the GUR system's breadth of 
subjects. The unique and interesting aspects 
of each class congeal into the same bland 
routine, class after class, quarter after quarter. 
Because of this, the diversity of subjects in 
undergraduate classes relegates to knee-jerk 
academia, a reflexive exercise in giving the 
token effort the classes demand. 

No freshman should rest easier knowing 
Math 112 (formerly Math 102) and English 
101 are exceptions to the huge-GUR-class 
rule. Though the classes are small enough 
to be interactive and the TAs are no worse 
than professors, Math 112 and English 101 

see GUR, page 16 

Opening liquor store doors Sundays will benefit state monetarily 

BY TYLER HUEY 

The Western Front 

Slowly but surely, numerous states are beginning to sell 
hard alcohol on Sunday, signaling the end of the Prohibi
tion-era liquor ban. 

Even though prohibition ended in 1933, the ban on Sun
day sales still remains in 17 states. Washington, for exam
ple, began to allow stores to sell alcohol seven days a week 
Sept. 4, after the state legislature was successful in its third 
attempt to pass a bill. This includes two liquor stores in 
Bellingham. One off Lakeway, and the other in Fairhaven. 

Are Your BRAKES making noise? 
We have a FREE brake inspection that you 

should get every 30,000 miles. 

1 0 % discount with Student ID 

Prime Tune & Brakes 
in Sunset Square 

671 •2277 

Lifting the ban makes Washington the 33rd state to al
low the sale of liquor on Sundays, according to a July 23 
Seattle Times article. 

Allowing the sale of hard alcohol on Sundays has many 
benefits. With stores selling alcohol one extra day per 
week, profits will increase. Washington has initiated a two-
year pilot project that allows 20 state stores to sell liquor 
on Sundays. The state chose the stores based on various 
criteria, such as retail-sales level and population density. 
According to the Washington State Liquor Control Board's 
Web site, Sunday sales will increase its annual gross sales 
by $9.55 million during the two years. 

Money issues aside, needlessly denying liquor stores 
business is unfair. Puritan beliefs are a reason the ban of 
selling alcohol on Sunday has continued in many states. 
For many people, Sunday is a religious day. In Jefferson-
town, Ky., for example, the city prohibits the sale of liquor 
on Sunday. 

"Sunday should be set aside as a family day 
when liquor isn't sold and people can become 
sober," a Jefferson town minister said, accord
ing to an Aug. 18 Courier-Journal article. But, 
thank God for separation of church and state. 

The Courier-Journal, located in Louisville, 
Ky., contacted Kay Ackerson, a Jeffersontown 
County councilmember. Ackerson said the ban 
hurts the small, mom-and-pop businesses that 
sell liquor. 

"I understand religious and personal convic

tions," she said. "But I don't feel that religious and per
sonal convictions should play a role in politics." 

Aside from religious beliefs, another argument has aris
en from grocery stores. Grocery stores complain that liquor 
stores damage their wine sales because they offer the same 
wine at lower prices. According to a July 23 Seattle Times 
article, liquor stores sell wine for nearly 10 percent less 
than supermarkets. 

"The key issue we continue to have is they're allowed to 
sell wine at a price below what the supermarkets can sell 
it," he said. "Sunday sales by state liquor stores mean one 
more day supermarkets must compete with the state." 

Sympathizing with supermarkets is difficult. Aside from 
wine, supermarkets sell countless other products. Liquor 
stores, on the other hand, primarily sell alcohol. If liquor 
stores can generate a profit by selling wine for less, then 
that is simply an example of capitalism at its finest. 

Washington raised the price of wine earlier this year to 
appease supermarkets. Furthermore, the state does not re
quire liquor stores to be open on Sundays. If opening on 
Sundays is not profitable, they certainly have the option 
to close. 

Demanding liquor stores to stay closed on Sundays is ab
surd. Enforcing such a law would be just as ridiculous as not 
allowing people to drive on Sunday for religious reasons — 
claiming it should be observed strictly as a day of rest. 

That does not make sense, and neither does this age-old 
liquor ban. Thankfully, the no-alcohol-sales-on-Sunday 
law continues to fade while the 21st century progresses. 
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'Kidsbeer' newest corporate attempt at corrupting children 

A Japanese soft drink named "Kidsbeer" has become increasingly 
popular in Japan since its creation in 2003 and may soon be available 
throughout Europe, according to a Sept. 19 United Press International 
article. The nonalcoholic beverage comes in brown bottles and foams 
like beer, but tastes like cola. The product unnecessarily introduces 
children to beer and will ultimately benefit the alcohol industry. 

According to an Aug. 5 UPI article, a restaurant in Fukuoka, Japan 
first sold the carbonated beverage, and after restaurateur Yuichi 
Asaba renamed the drink Kidsbeer, its popularity grew. 

Japanese beverage manufacturer Tomomasu lessened the 
beverage's sweetness and gave the drink a beer-like head, and in 
2003, the company was shipping 200 bottles a month. This number 
has grown to 75,000 bottles a month, as more restaurants and stores 
have begun selling the product, according to the UPI article. 

The product's popularity is not the result of children's affinity for 
beverages that imitate beer — parents make the choice to purchase 
Kidsbeer for their children. In Japan, the legal drinking age is 20, but 
parents who buy their 5-year-olds beer-esque soda give children the 
impression that underage drinking is not only acceptable, but also 
encouraged. 

Critics of bubblegum cigars and candy cigarettes argue the products 
are harmful because they introduce tobacco products to children who 
will grow up and be more likely to consume actual tobacco products. 

According to a Sept. 19 New York Times article, sixth-grade 
students who used candy cigarettes were twice as likely to have 
smoked tobacco cigarettes, regardless of their parents' smoking 
habits. Kidsbeer is no different. According to the article, Kidsbeer's 
advertising slogan is "even kids cannot stand life unless they have 
a drink." The slogan creates the idea that alcohol is necessary to 
deal with the stresses of everyday life, and the product is simply a 
replacement drink until children can consume alcoholic beer. 

Anheuser-Busch was right to withdraw a similar beverage from 
its line of products in 1978 after critics of its not-so-soft drink said 
it would encourage underage drinking. In 1995, critics of Royal 
Crown Draft Premium Cola forced the company to change the soda's 
label, on which draft was the largest word. The manufacturers of 
Kidsbeer should also change the product to make it appear less like 
an alcoholic product. 

The creators of the product did not intend consumers to take Kidsbeer 
seriously, and the product is as harmful to children's health as soda. 

Companies do not attempt to sell nonalcoholic beer to children, 
and its packaging and slogan set Kidsbeer apart from an average can 
of soda. Parents should take responsibility for the beverages they 
purchase for their children and leave beer drinking to adults. 
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And we quote: 
"I have as much authority as the pope. I just 

don't have as many people who believe it. " 

— George Cariin, comedian 

Justice Department wrong about pope 

BY SAM ROBERTS 

The Western Front 

Should a man who covered up 
the molestation of young boys be 
allowed immunity? The majority 
of people would say no. 

But what if that man is the lead
er of the Roman Catholic Church? 
Still, the answer should be no. 

According to a Sept. 20 Yahoo! 
News article, the U.S. Justice 
Department told a Texas court 
it should dismiss a civil lawsuit 
against Pope Benedict XVI, for
merly known as Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, due to Benedict's sta
tus as the head of state of the Holy 

See. Naming Benedict as a defen
dant, three plaintiffs brought a 
lawsuit against the pope. 

The lawsuit alleged that Juan 
Carlos Patino-Arango, a seminary 
student at St. Francis de Sales 
church in Houston, molested the 
three boys. In the lawsuit, the plain
tiff accuses Ratzinger of conspiring 
to cover up this occurrence. 

A few things, however, do not 
add up when it comes to Bene
dict's immunity. 

First of all, Benedict was not 
head of state at the time the plain
tiffs brought charges against him. 
According to an Aug. 17 MSNBC, 
com article, the case went to court 
four months before the College 
of Cardinals named Ratzinger 
pope. It seems unreasonable to 
allow immunity in a case brought 
to court before the defendant was 
holding any position where im

munity might be an issue. At the 
time, Ratzinger was head of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith — not pope. 

Even if Benedict was head of 
state when charged, precedent ex
ists for suspending his immunity. 
The United States has brought heads 
of state such as Hermann Goering 
and Manuel Noriega to court while 
technically they should have still 
had immunity, since any wrongs 
they committed were outside the 
U.S., according to infoplease.com, 
an online encyclopedia. These are 
examples of leaders who had their 
immunity waived over issues the 
U.S. deemed important. 

For those wrongs, the United 
States created the Foreign Sover
eign Immunities Act in 1976. The 
act suspends or waives diplomatic 

see POPE, page 15 

Oil addiction will cripple America 

BY MATT GAGNE 

The Western Front 

Two hurricanes prematurely un
covered a new crisis looming for 
mankind. 

Lines of automobiles sat strand
ed and out of gas as people tried 
to escape Houston. The crisis is a 
product of the oily fabric of West
ern civilization — nearly every 
aspect of U.S. society is depen
dent on oil, and even a little hic
cup in the supply of the crude cre
ates chaos. 

Even before Hurricane Katrina 
pushed gas over the unprecedent
ed threshold of $3 per gallon, cries 
of outrage about rising prices at 
the pump echoed throughout the 
United States. In the aftermath of 
the tragedy that displaced thou
sands of people, oil production in 
the Gulf of Mexico reeled from 
damaged platforms and inopera
tive refineries. As the country re
coiled in horror while the scene 

unfolded, the U.S. economy felt 
the tremors of an energy crisis. 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
were eye-openers, not only expos
ing shortcomings, but also dem
onstrating how dependent this 
country is on one energy source. 

Americans most often correlate 
the price of oil with the price per 
gallon of gasoline. Yet, gasoline is 
only one aspect of the oil industry. 
Oil fueled the industrial revolution, 
giving rise to the automobile and 
mass production, and became the 
foundation for the U.S. economy. 

The properties of crude oil 
— through refining, creating a 
diverse spread of fuels and lubri
cants — allowed for the propaga
tion of mechanical human aids 
to an extent the world had never 
seen before. Now Western society 
is dependent on these inventions 
for transportation and basic needs 
such as heating and food. 

This dependency would not be 
a problem if the oil supply were 
limitless. Yet, a growing number 
of scientists say the world is on 
the verge of an oil shortage, as 
detailed in the book "Hubbard's 
Peak" by Kenneth S. Deffeyes. 
According to Deffeyes, in 1956 

the respected geologist M. King 
Hubbard predicted U.S. oil pro
duction would peak in the 1970s. 

Hubbard's peers considered 
the theory ludicrous at the time 
— the liquid gold was plentiful, 
and businesses and consumers 
could not conceive of conserva
tion. Scientists and world leaders 
ignored Hubbard's warnings, de
spite his reputation — that is, un
til the 1970s, when U.S. produc
tion did indeed peak, according to 
Deffeyes. Since that decade, the 
United States has been dependent 
on foreign oil to meet its domestic 
needs. 

Using methods similar to what 
Hubbard employed, Deffeyes said 
modern scientists have been track
ing and predicting the world oil-
production peak, which most say 
will happen within the next five 
to seven years. At the same time, 
oil consumption is increasing. As 
any economist can confirm, rising 
demand coupled with lessening 
supply will result in increasing 
prices. 

Similar to Hubbard's peers, who 
discounted his peak-oil predic-

see ADDICTION, page 15 
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Pope: Benedict called upon First Amendment earlier in lawsuit, thus sacrificing immunity 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 

immunity for heads of state under certain 
circumstances. 

One of those circumstances is "in which 
money damages are sought... for personal 
injury or death," according to a copy of the 
document on Findlaw.com, a Web site with 
caselaw for legal professionals. It seems 
the Texas case is doing just that — seek
ing payment for the injuries done to three 
young men. According to the Foreign Sov

ereign Immunities Act, the U.S. could deny 
Benedict immunity in this case. 

Though the courts usually take the Justice 
Department's recommendation on cases in
volving diplomatic immunity, the decision 
is ultimately up to the judge of each case. 
Daniel Shea, one of the plaintiff's lawyers, 
said he does not expect the government 
to intervene in this case, and it will come 
down to the judge's decision, according to 
an Aug. 17 MSNBC.com article. 

The Justice Department argues Benedict 

is automatically granted diplomatic immu
nity as head of state of the Holy See and 
should not even have to ask for it, accord
ing to the MSNBC article. 

According to the same MSNBC article, 
however, Shea said he plans to argue the con
stitutionality of the United States' recognition 
of the Holy See as a sovereign nation. The 
diplomatic recognition of the Vatican goes 
against the First Amendment's establishment 
clause, which bars the creation of any laws 
that deal with the establishment of religion. 

In this case, Benedict dug his own grave. 
In a motion to dismiss the case on May 26, 
Benedict's lawyers cited the First Amend
ment then also, claiming the case would in
vite court intrusion into the internal affairs of 
the Roman Catholic Church — thereby set
ting himself up as head of a church, not head 
of a state and, in effect, sacrificing any pos
sible immunity. 

The government has no right to give 
Benedict diplomatic immunity, and frankly, 
the pope has no right to ask for it. 

Addiction: Only sensible way to avoid total chaos after oil peak is diversifying energy sources 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 

tions, some scientists and economists discount the forecast 
of a world peak production in the near future. They argue 
oil is still plentiful; just waiting to be found. 

Even some of the top officials of the oil industry, how
ever, admit the world oil supply will peak and decline. 
Among those is Vice President Dick Cheney, who, before 
becoming President George W. Bush's running mate, was 
the CEO of Halliburton, a major player in the oil industry. 

Some estimates show an average of 2 percent annual 
growth in global oil demand over the years ahead as well 
as a 3 percent natural decline in production from existing 
reserves, Cheney said in 1999, according to an article on 
lifeaftertheoilcrash.net, a Web site dedicated to scientific 
analysis of world oil usage. 

Katrina's devastation created an artificial crisis, crip
pling the oil industry and prematurely raising gas prices as 
production fell. Despite Cheney's admission, much of the 

Amanda Gelqer never saw the drunk driver. 

Friends Don't let Friends Drive Drunk. 

federal government is in denial about the impending cri
sis, instead accusing oil companies of artificially increas
ing prices, according to a Sept. 26 Associated Press article. 
Investigations into the rising prices are in progress, and 
Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., has called for Bush to have 
the power to cap gas prices, according to the 
senator's Web site. , = = = = = 

In reality, gas prices in the United States 
are low compared to the rest of the Western 
world. According to an Aug. 26 Christian 
Science Monitor article, gasoline prices in 
Europe have been more than double U.S. 
prices for years. 

Prices in Amsterdam, according to the ar
ticle, are more than $7 per gallon. Faced with 
high gas prices, Europeans have adapted, in
tegrating mass transit and alternative energies 
to alleviate oil dependency. 

The crisis, therefore, is not high gasoline prices, as poli
ticians seem to think. In fact, the only real con
sequence of higher prices would be to stimu
late innovation to create alternative methods 
for manufacturing similar products. Instead 
the crisis is how dependent the United States 
is on oil, and how even a small disruption cre
ates chaos. 

The chaos not only results in production plants 
not running* or cars dead on highways. Houston, 
according to a Sept. 24 report on National Pub
lic Radio, has a low supply of gasoline after the 
evacuation due to Hurricane Rita. 

'The solution lies in 
diversifying energy 

sources. Alternative, 
renewable energy 
sources are avail

able. ' 

US. 08oe?t-««m B'T>3!t*ss?fe: 

Because of congested highways going into the city, the 
prospect of more gas arriving soon is not likely. NPR re
ported citizens following a gasoline delivery truck, pro
voking the driver to ask for a police escort to ensure his 
safety. When gasoline supplies run short permanently or 

prices rise too high, stealing, fighting and 
============== hoarding may occur. 

Oil companies are reaping record profits, 
and therefore, accusations of price gouging 
may be accurate. The president of the Orga
nization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
in a speech posted on the organization's Web 
site in early September, claimed Saudi Ara
bia had plenty of oil, despite rumors of wells 
running dry. 

But set aside both arguments and a di
lemma still exists — the U.S. society and 

economy are shockingly dependent on oil. Whether it be 
a hurricane, artificial price inflation or empty oil wells, the 
United States will face a crisis if anything interrupts the oil 
supply in any way. 

The solution lies in diversifying energy sources. Alterna
tive, renewable energy sources are available. With supply 
and demand driving the economy, however, the demand for 
those alternative energies may not come until an oil short
age wreaks chaos on U.S. society. 

Some progressive organizations and individuals pre
scribe to the renewable platform, but no mainstream imple
mentation is in progress. Unfortunately, waiting until the 
true crisis hits will create a catastrophe that will make Hur
ricane Katrina's devastation pale in comparison. 
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• Outdoor 
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Quality Household Furnishings 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday - Saturday 

3096 Northwest Avenue 
"Across from Yeagers" 

Do you 
have stuff? 

want to sell it? 

Ads-enise in the Western Front 650-3161 

Classifieds 
FOR RENT 

JUST MOVE right in. Beautifully 
furnished 3bd/2.5 bath home for rent. 
FP/WD/DW/2Car Garage. W/S/G paid. 
Very private but centrally located. Close 
to WWU & Shopping. Short-Term lease 
possible. Mature professionals preferred. 
$1750 plus security. 820-4989. 

3 BDRM, 2 BA, gas heat, W/D, 4 blocks 
from campus, $1050. 360-714-6136 

IDOWNTOWN APTS! Historic char
acter. Clean, bright, views. $425/$695. 
734-6600 

REDUCED RENT specials! Pre-leasing 
for January '06. Broadway Apts. Brand 

new! 3Bed $900; 4Bed $1000. Landmark 
RE. 738-1022 

HELP WANTED 

STOP! MAKING min. wage. Start your 
own cleaning service. You could make 
$10-$30+ hr. Work around your schedule. 
My manual teaches all from pricing 
to cleaning to keep the client. $20+ $4 
S/H CK, MO to J. Walsh. P.O. Box 566 
Phoenix, OR 97535. 

WE HIRE nice people. Caregivers 
needed to provide in home one on one 
care to the elderly. Flexible hours and 
very little experience needed. All shifts 
available, 24hr, 12hr, and hourly shifts. 
Home Attendant Care, Inc. 1316 King St 
#1 Bellingham. 

LOOKING FOR experience in the legal 
field? Domestic Violence & Sexual As
sault Services has great volunteer oppor
tunities in law enforcement and the court 
system. Training begins October 6th. Call 
671-5714 to schedule and interview. 

IBARTENDERS WANTED! $300/day 
potential. No exp. needed. Training pro
vided. 1-800-965-6520 ext. 237. 

SERVICES 

COMPUTER HELP! Low cost diag
nostic, repairs, networking, tutoring, & 
more! Plus, 10% off for students with val
id student ID. Call John (360) 752-3121 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

$600 GROUP Fundraiser Bonus. 4 
hours of your group's time PLUS our 
free (yes, free) fundraising programs 
EQUALS $1000-$3000 in earnings for 
your group. Call TODAY for up to $600 
in bonuses when you schedule your fund
raiser with CampusFundraiser. Contact 
CampusFundraiser. (888) 923-3238 or 
visit www.campusfundraiser.com. 

Spring/Summer Internship! - Seattle, 
BellinghamJNorthside, or Eastside! NO 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. College 
Pro Painters is looking for students 
take on the challenge of our internship 
program! Gain experience in leadership, 
marketing, financial management, sales, 
and customer service. This is a huge 

resume builder with Awesome Earnings 
Potential. Email jerwin@collegepro.com 
or call (206-365-2905) to inquire, www. 
collegepro.com 
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GUR: Required classes in tuition collectors' best interest, make four-year graduation unlikely 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 

are popular student choices for "my biggest 
headache at Western ever." 

The English department's Web site states 
English 101 's first objective is "to create a 
learning environment where it is hard for stu
dents and teachers to remain unthoughtful." 

Many students, however, may feel that the 
process of writing a paper, rewriting that pa
per, then writing a paper about writing the 
paper kills whatever chunk of brain sponsors 
thoughtfulness. Assuming freshmen learned 
paper-writing basics in high school would go 
a long way to making the class more interest
ing and less of a waste of time. 

Math 112 is not a waste of time, but forcing 
students with no interest in math to take it is. 
Sharon Schmidtz, assistant director of insti-

or psychoanalyzing a patient as a practicing 
psychiatrist. They can search for their calling 
while whittling down the GUR requirements. 

Sounds perfect. 
= = = = = Well, an arrangement that 

tutional research at Western, said Math 102 
has earned the dubious distinction of being 
the most-failed class at Western. Math 112 
should be review. Math people 
skip 112 or breeze through it. = = = = = 
Nonmath people struggle and 'If students coming to helped students graduate would 
fail. Most of these people take yfestern nave no p\an

 b e be t t e r- Freshmen coming to 
the shortest route through the f . n„Hif„t.. Western who have already de-
math GUR. Making them suffer J°r a maJur> anu lJ *lu~ cided their major may graduate 
is pointless. dents who have a plan ^ong t h e app roximately 28 

The battle cry for the GUR struggle to get the percent of Western students who 
system is that underclassmen classes they need, the earn degrees in four years, ac-
do not always know what they GUR system serves cording to a Sept. 15 Bellingham 

only the university's 
tuition coffers.' 

want to be when they grow up, 
and taking a variety of classes 
helps them find the subject they 
most enjoy. 

Freshmen can juggle fantasies of one day 
working in the Amazon as an anthropologist 

Weekly article. That is if they 
can get into the early classes for 
the major that are prerequisites 
for the sequence. 

Because the registration schedule is based 
on credit seniority, underclassmen often lose 

class spots to upperclassmen who are also try
ing to complete that major. Sorry, freshmen. 
Perhaps fate will smile on you next quarter. 

If underclassmen with plans can run into 
roadblocks, then many of those undecided, 
figure-it-out-as-they-go students are doomed 
to join the approximately 62 percent of stu
dents who graduate in five to six years, ac
cording to the Bellingham Weekly article. 
That means a lot of extra quarters costing be
tween $1,600 and $1,700 each quarter. 

If students coming to Western have no plan 
for a major, and if students who have a plan 
struggle to get the classes they need, the GUR 
system serves only the university's tuition 
coffers. The system drains the pocketbooks of 
students and parents, but the greatest tragedy 
of the GUR's is the surrender of scholastic 
zeal to a wholesale education. 

The following information applies to trie Key Student Checking account: Minimum opening deposit of S50.00. Client must be at least 16 years of age and either a high school junior or senior 
or enrolled in post high school education (college or trade) to open account. Clients under the age of 18 are required to have a parent/guardian as joint owner on the account and both 
account owners must sign an additional Student Supplemental Agreement. Clients under the age of 18 can be issued a full-functioning ATM card; however a debit card cannot be issued 
to anyone under the age of 18. This account will become Key's basic banking account (currently Key Express Free Checking) one statement cycle following the student's 24th birthday or a 
maximum of four years from account opening date, whichever comes later. If you close your account within 180 days of account opening, you will be charged a $25.00 account early 
closure fee. Other miscellaneous charges may apply. KeySaver account maintenance fee is waived for 4 years for holders of a Key Student Checking account. *Refund.of the first 2 ATM 
surcharges, up to $6.00 per month when withdrawals are made with a KeyBank Debit Card. **AII credit products are subject to credit approval. Credit cards are issued by Citibank (South 
Dakota) N.A. Rates may vary. Member FDIC 

THi FOUNDATION LL« ft BHTER LIFE 

www.forbefterlife.orc -


