
Tending to the tunnels 
Maintenance workers reveal hidden 

world under students'feet. 
S e e S t o r y , P a g e 8. 

Kidding around 
Junior competition kicks off 

Ski to Sea 
S e e S t o r y , P a g e 10. 
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Gov. Locke 
approves 
gas tax hike 

By Porfirio Pena 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Starting July 1, Whatcom County resi
dents will pay a nickel more per gallon at 
the pump to fund future road repairs. 

The transportat ion budget package 
signed Monday by Gov. Gary Locke 
includes a 5 cent gas-tax increase, 0.3 per
cent automotive sales-tax increase and 15 
percent truck-weight fee increase, said 
Rep. Doug Ericksen, R-Ferndale. The gas 

- tax will increase 23 to 28 cents per gallon. 
"The welcome benefit will be the tax dol

lars that will come back for transportation 
issues in Whatcom County," he said. 

The transportation package will gener
ate approximately $4 billion for an esti
mated 165 statewide projects, Ericksen 
said. Whatcom County currently plans to 
spend $133 million on six new road con
struction projects.' 

The Washington state Department of 
Transportation will widen the Guide 
Meridian to five lanes north of Bellingham 
by 2013, said Gordon Rogers, planning 
director for the Whatcom County Council 
of Governments. The Guide Meridian is 
listed as the one of the roads with the high
est volume of traffic in the county, he said. 

According to the Washington" state 2003 
transportation project list, $89,050 will be 
used in the Guide Meridian construction. 

Road construction helps businesses by 
providing easier road access as well as pro
viding new construction jobs in the area, 
said Pat Rowe, development director, 
Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

Opinions are split within Whatcom 
County business and government agencies 
about the new transportation tax increase. 

Some Whatcom County businesses will 
welcome the money generated from the 
new Washington state transportation bud
get package, Rowe said. But not everyone 

See TAX, Page 3 

Sudden Valley residents seek city-hood 
Community could raise sales tax revenue 

ByCailinLong 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Bellingham, City 
Council is a t t empt ing to 
prevent the Sudden Valley 
community from becoming a 
city because of the effect 
further development will 
have on the cleanliness of 
the Lake Whatcom watershed. 

In a 5-2 vote during the May 
12 meeting, the council 
decided to file a legal brief 
detailing its concerns about 
creating a city within the 
watershed. 

Bellingham City 
Councilwoman Barbara Ryan 
said she thinks Sudden Valley 
as a city would increase com
mercial development to raise 

sales tax revenue needed to 
support services for the valley 
such as roads, police protec
tion and the sewer system. 

Residential, commercial or 
industrial development in the 
watershed would cause waste 
run-off into Lake Whatcom, 
Ryan said. 

"Since we are a private 
community, we pay yearly 
community fees for upkeep of 
roads and other general 

needs," Sudden Valley resi
dent J.B. Lacki said. "Paying 
taxes would be the same as 
paying fees, so being a city 
wouldn't be much different." 

Lacki said he does not think 
becoming a city would affect 
the Lake Whatcom watershed 
negatively because Sudden 
Valley residents already use 
the watershed. 

"I'm an advocate of drinking 
See CITY-HOOD, Page 4 

Lowriders bounce in Red Square 
By Rachel Thomas 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Sunny weather and 
souped-up cars brought peo
ple from across Western 
Washington to Red Square 
to look at more t h a n 50 
lowrider cars in the third 
annua l lowrider show, 
"Ridin' Low in the 3-6-0," 
sponsored by MEChA. 

The outlook for the show 
was questionable due to the 
bleak weather report, said 
Western senior Javier Ojeda, 
Movimiento . Estudiantil 
Chicano de Aztlan lowrider 
committee member. 

The lowrider show began 
at noon Sunday, and by 1 ' 
p.m. the sun was shining and 
people swarmed into Red 
Square and High Street look
ing at cars and talking with 
the owners. . . 

Ferndale resident; Andy 
Ochoa showed; his 1955 
Chevy Bel Air. v 

Ochoa said it took him 
approximately two years to 
restore the Bel Air, which is 
average restoration time for 
him. 

Ochoa said he has entered 
approximately 30 car shows 
from Canada to Reno, but he 
said Sunday was his first 
appearance at Western's 
lowrider show. 

"(I enter) partly for the nice 
weather, the top down, the 
atmosphere and the location," 

Kei th Boi l ing/The Western Front 
Adam Carlson of Custom Auto Specialties in Everett jumps his '87 Monte Carlo 
48 inches to win a hop contest at the "Ridin' Low in the 3-6-0" lowrider show. 

Ochoa said. "I like to partici
pate in stuff like this." 

Auburn resident Charles 
Torres, whose car Mo' Money 
won the Best in Show award,, 
said he started restoring and 
working on cars and lowrider 

bikes with his three sons to 
keep them out of trouble. 

"I let them show and 
express themselves through 
their bikes, and then I got the 
itch," Torres said. "My wife 
said it's time for us to get 

involved now." 
Torres said his car club 

"Royal Image" chooses to 
express itself through its 
members' cars and takes 
much pride in the outcome. 

See LOWRIDER, Page 3 

Council approves funding for homeless treatment 
Carry Wyatt /The 

Western Front 
The Rainbow 
Center mem

bers, Jack 
Elliott, Marcia 
Benoit, John 

Depoppe, 
Reynaldo Sierra 

and Jackie 
Elliott volunteer 

at the front desk 
of the center. 

B y C a r l y W y a t t 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Local homeless woman 
Christine Hart has been a regu
lar member of the Rainbow 
Center, a facility for those suf
fering from mental illness and 
substance abuse problems, for 
the past year. She said she 
relies on" peer support programs 
and friends at the center to help 
her find stability in her life. 

After a unanimous decision 

May. 6, the Whatcom County 
Council decided to assist the 
Whatcom Counseling and 
Psychiatric Clinic in treating 
homeless people in Whatcom 
County, so others like Hart will 
benefit from mental health and 
substance abuse prevention 
services. 

:"The purpose of .this project 
is .to engage homeless people 
with co-occurring disorders in 
mental health and substance 
abuse treatment and to assist 

them in overcoming barriers 
for housing," said Andy Byrne, 
Whatcom County Health 
Department service manager. 

The proposal entails allotting 
$42,122 from the Whatcom 
County Health Department bud
get to the Whatcom Counseling 
and Psychiatric Clinic to offer 
assistance and resources to the 
homeless with a duel diagnosis 
of a mental illness and substance 
abuse problems. -. 

See HOMELESS, Page 3 
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Do you trust the accuracy of 
the news media after learn
ing about the actions of N e w 
York Times reporter Jayson 
Blair? 

Compiled by Matt McDonald. 

Allison Pirret 
Undeclared, sophomore 

For the most part, I ^9 ^ 

do trust the media. 

But there are a lot of biases 

that you can't always believe 

and this adds to the lack of 

trust. 

Lisa Elliot 
English, senior 

Josh Sidell 
Business, junior 

Leslie Granger 
Sociology, junior 

» / am disappointed 

with the New York 

Times because they are sup

posed to have the best reporters 

and demonstrate the truth. 

99 This is an example 
of what newspapers 
are already doing, and that is 
embellishing information and 
slanting articles, and this is 
where they got caught. 

99 I think they can 
trust it more 
because people will pay more 
attention to where (reporters) 
get their resources from. 

Online Poll Results: 65 percent of voters said yes. 5 percent said no. 30 percent said they never trusted in the first place. 
www.westernfrontonline.com 

Mar ines ki l led in 
I r a q he l i cop te r c r a s h 

Four Marines were killed 
Monday when their CH-46 "Sea 
Knight" helicopter crashed into 
a waterway. 

Pentagon officials would not 
give further details about the 
crash, saying only that the troop 
transporter was missing and 
was presumed to have plum
meted near the' city of Kerbala, 
approximately 68 miles south
west of Baghdad. 

I r aq i s p ro te s t Uni ted S ta tes ' 
p r e sence in I r a q 

Thousands of-Smite Muslims 
protested the United States' pres
ence in Iraq, demanding that the 
U.S.-led coalition turn over con
trol of the country to Iraq. 

Oil workers also protested 
the decision to allow members 
of Saddam Hussein's Baath 
Par ty to remain in office. 
Employees of the Oil Ministry 
demanded the removal of the 
officials during protests 
Monday in Baghdad. 

AP WIRE NEWS BRIEFS 
STATE NEWS 

Fiance goes a i r b o r n 
over p roposa l 

A Davenport farmer found a 
novel way to propose to another 
farmer's daughter. Kyle Zellmer 
took his girlfriend on an aerial 
tour of the Columbia River basin. 

The pilot then flew the couple 
over a wheat field where 
Zellmer had spelled out "Will 
you marry me Kristin?" in 100-
foot-tall letters. 

His girlfriend, Kristin Alme, 
replied a surprised, yes. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Pe te r son ' s ex-girlfriend says 
she 's r e a d y to testify 

The massage therapist who 
revealed that she had a relation
ship with Scott Peterson said 
Monday that she is prepared to 
testify at his trial on charges of 
killing his pregnant wife and 
their unborn child. 

Pohce arrested Peterson last 
month after the bodies of his wife 

COPS BOX 

University Police -7M-4$^0l^^MSX$> 

May 18/9:35 p^m.: UP responded to a^fe^ 
female dislocated her k n e e i n the Fairhaveh Residence Hall. 
Emergency assistance was on the way, but t h e ^ r n a n ^ f r i e n d s 

. transported her to-the hospital. •;•;/.r- :^;::
!;\0^ 

May 18,1:43 ̂ p.m.: ^UP cited and r e l e a s ^ a n ^ ^ ^ o l d ^ fernade; 
on south campus for avowing a lh r a 
her car. v v t- "V̂ . '-^•: -̂  >:;. A %; •'.'• - :l :^^^^i'^:i^-^W^^&^ 

May 18, 2:20 a.rn.: UP responded to^ a malicious misicliief rejport 
of a rock thrown through an appartmerit room window at Birham 
Wood Apartments. . 

•Bellingham Police/'v\>^ 
May 19, 3:07 p.m.: Officers responded toi a report of a vehicle 
prowl in• the 1400 block of G Street.;:::r-'•>•/;• '•'•^•^•H'i^^M 

May 19, 2:38 p.m.: ̂ Officers responded; ; to \ ^SJce§0yl^^^^0B: . 
theft in the 2500 block of E h z a b e # ^ 
suspect m^he^cai^. : ;^ 

M a y 19^ 10:59 a;m.: Officers r e ^ 
young woman stating that^thelq 
t rack tbirew. w a t e r ^ 

May 18, 3:24 p.m.: Officers , :r^ 
,3100:;hlock of ; F e r ^ 
: as : a/dispiite/betw^en; the' t 

and baby washed ashore on the 
Richmond shoreline of San 
Francisco Bay, a few miles from 
where he said he was fishing 
when his wife disappeared from 
their Modesto home in December. 
He pleaded innocent and is being 
held without bail. 

During a news conference 
Monday, Amber Frey, 28, 
declined to answer questions 
and said she would refer all 
inquiries to her lawyer. She said 
she would not discuss her testi
mony before being called to the 
witness stand. 

"Until that time, I just want to 
lead a normal life and regain my 
privacy," she said. 

H u m a n s no longer 
m o n k e y i n g a r o u n d 

Morris Goodman, a researcher 
from Wayne State University 
School of Medicine, said Monday 
that humans are more closely 
related to chimps than previously 
thought. 

Morris ' study showed tha t 
humans and chimps share 
more than 99 percent of their 

DNA. If the study is true, it 
would then determine tha t 
human DNA has a greater sim
ilarity to chimp DNA than with 
other human DNA. 

Goodman concluded tha t 
chimps should be included in 
the same genus as humans. 

Wor ldCom agrees to 
cou r t s e t t l emen t 

New York attorneys and federal 
officials announced Monday the 
terms of a settlement to deter
mine civil fraud charges with 
WorldCom, a bankrupt telecom
munications agency. 

Under the terms of the settle
ment, WorldCom agreed to pay 
$500 million to settle charges 
stemming from a multi-billion-
dollar accounting scandal 
involving the falsifying of bal
ance sheets to hide expenses and 
inflate earnings. 

The fine would be the largest 
ever imposed by the Securities . 
and Exchange Commision on a 
company outside of the broker
age industry. 

A judge is not expected to 

officially rule on the settlement 
until after June 11. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Pope J o h n P a u l II 
cons iders h is mor ta l i ty 

Pope John Paul II, fresh off 
celebrating his 83rd birthday, 
said Monday tha t the end of 
his life is "drawing near." 

The pontiff, who doctors 
recently diagnosed with 
Parkinson's disease, discussed 
his fate with thousands of Polish 
countrymen in St. Peter 's 
Square in Vatican City. 

"I am increasingly aware 
that the day is drawing near 
when I will have to present 
myself to God and make an 
accounting of my whole life," 
the Pope said. 

The Vatican said the ailing 
pope has spoken often recently 
about his mortality, but he fails 
to acknowledge any suggestion 
of stepping down. 

Compiled by Eric Berto. 
AP Wire courtesy KUGS 89.3-FM 

W W U Official Announcements 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday for the Tuesday edition and noon Wednesday 

for the Friday edition. Announcements should be limited to 50 words, typewritten or legibly printed, and 
sent through campus mail to "Official Announcements/' MS -9117, via fax to X/4343, or brought in 

person to Commissary 111. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT 
Phoned announcements will not be accepted. All announcements should be signed by originator. 

PLEASE POST 

ART CONTEST. Western's Writing Center seeks two-dimensional art submissions in paint, photog
raphy, drawing and mixed media. Grand prize is $100, first prize is $50. Winning entries will be 
displayed in Wilson Library. For entry forms, call X/3219, stop by WL 389, or see www.wwu.edu/ 
-writepro. 
THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST is offered in OM 120 at 3 p.m. May June 2 and 9, and at 9 a.m. on 
May 22, 29, June 5 and 12.. Registration Is not required. Students must bring photo identification, 
student number, Social Security number, and a No. 2 pencil. A $15 is payable in exact amount at 
test time. Allow 90 minutes. 
THE S&A FEE COMMITTEE WILL HOLD AN OPEN HEARING at 5 p.m. today, May 20, in VU 462. 
The committee will present information on initial 2003-04 budget requests submitted by the Asso
ciated Students' housing and dining, athletic, campus recreation, and department-related activi
ties committees. 
THE SCHEDULE AND SAMPLE PROBLEMS FOR THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST may be found at 
www.ac.wwu.edu/~assess/tc.htm. 
SUMMER QUARTER DEGREE APPLICANTS: Students who plan to graduate fall quarter must have 
an application on file by June 6. Applications and instructions are available in OM 230. 
THE MATH PLACEMENT (MAT) schedule and sample problems may be found at www.ac.wwu.edu/ 
-assess/tc.htm. 
THE MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT) is offered in OM 120 at 2 p.m. June 3. Registration is 
required in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. The MAT is not administered individually. A $42 fee is 
payable at test time. Registration is limited to 16. The test takes about 1 Vi hours. 
WEST-B TEST. Applicants to state-approved educator preparation programs and those from other 
states applying for a Washington residency teaching certificate must have a minimum passing 
score on basic skills assessment. Residency teaching certificate applicants who completed an edu
cator preparation program outside Washington and have not passed WEST-B may be granted 
additional time. Test date is July 19. Western is a test site, however, registration is required through 
www.west.nesinc.com. 
INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONAL TESTING is available at the Testing Center, OM 120. 
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Lowrider: MEChA event draws 
vehicles from throughout Northwest 
Continued from Page 1 

Western senior Aaron Leavitt 
said he comes to the lowrider 
show each year because the cars 
are better and to support 
MEChA and his friends, who 
organize the show. • 

Five cars entered the crowd-
pleasing "hop" contest which 
gave owners a chance to show 
off their expensive hydraulics. 

Hop contest winner and 
Everett resident Adam Carlson 
works for Custom Auto 
Specialties and said he has 

spent approximately $10,000 
on his car to give it the ability 
to jump 48 inches off the 
ground. 

MEChA sponsors and orga
nizes the lowrider show to get 
more of the Latino community 
on campus and to show them 
tha t college is possible, 
MEChA member Cris Sanchez 
said. 

"As a Chicano student move
ment, our goal is to get people on 
campus that don't think they 
belong here," he said. 

Tax: Budget to generate $4 billion for road projects 
Continued from Page 1 

Homeless: Council's proposal will 
fund mental illness, abuse treatment 
Continued from Page 1 

Byrne said nearly 2,000 
homeless people live in 
Whatcom County, depending on 
the season, with 220 people suf
fering from chronic homeless-
ness. The chronically homeless, 
or street people, remain on the 
streets without a source of sta
bility, and more than 80 percent 
have a mental illness or sub
stance abuse problem that crip
ples their ability to get help. 

After nearly a year of plan
ning, the council vote will be 
the final step toward enacting 
the Outreach Services 
Coordination, a program 
designed to help the homeless , 
with mental illnesses and sub
stance abuse problems, Byrne 
said. 

Jane Relin, executive director 
of the Whatcom Counseling and 
Psychiatric Clinic, said as many 
as 50 percent of the homeless 
have problems with mental 
health, from schizophrenia to 
manic depression and post-trau
matic stress disorder. Homeless 
people may have problems regu
lating emotions, drugs and alco
hol, which makes their mental 
state worse, she said. 

"Most people who are willing 
to get help will stop being 

homeless because we can help 
them find housing," Relin said. 
"But some are paranoid and 
anxious to come and get help 
because they think we're going 
to make them stop drinking or 
put them in jail." 

Lyle Stork, director of the 
Rainbow Center, said that 
because many homeless people 
are wary of clinical settings, his 
facility offers access to mental 
health and substance abuse treat
ment without the clinical setting. 

"We are here as a drop-in center 
for people who are recovering from 
a mental illness," said Sharon 
Matthews, a psychiatric nurse at 
the Rainbow Center. "The only 
requirement is the person is 
accepting of their mental illness." 

The Rainbow Center advocates 
social and vocational skills, 
enabling the members to social
ize with people they can relate to 
and learn responsibility to find 
work, Stork said. 

The Rainbow Center has an 
average of 85 people coming in 
and out daily to eat lunch, use 
the laundry facilities, talk to a 
peer counselor or simply play 
pool and listen to music. 

"Although we don't do clinical 
therapy, we do very important 
therapy," Stork said. 

is optimistic about the plan. 
Ericksen said he was disap

pointed tha t the legislature 
opted to raise taxes instead of 
reforming the existing trans
portation plan. 

Many business leaders 
involved directly with the auto
mobile industry or gas sales said 
they do not see or expect to see 
much change in business. 

"Customers are asking more 
about gas mileage," said Mike 
Zatine, sales manager at 
Chambers Chevrolet. "But so far 
there has not been a whole lot of 

differences in sales." 
Customers have not reacted to 

the change in the gas tax yet, 
said Wayne Howard, owner of 
Lakeway Chevron. 

"Once the price starts going 
up it will have an impact," he 
said. "Most people aren't happy 
when they see the taxes go up." 

Western sophomore Bryan 
Roberts said the gas tax is bet
ter than other forms of taxa
tion because only drivers pay 
the tax. 

"I don't like the taxes," Roberts 
said. "But if you're going to drive 
you should pay for the roads." 

Customers will adjust to pay
ing the taxes and continue with 
their normal driving habits, 
Rowe said. 

Washington state does not 
allow money from the trans
portation budget to be used for 
other purposes. Therefore, all the 
money the state earns from the 
tax increases will be used strictly 
for transportation, he said. 

If necessary, the state could 
reduce costs by limiting the 
amount of time the projects take 
to complete and evaluating 
whether to contract projects to 
private companies, Rowe said. 

AS organizations struggle 
to receive adequate funding 

By Sarah A. Freeman 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Associated Students clubs, 
organizations and programs are 
requesting budget increases 
totaling $130,000 for 2003 and 
2004, but with the expanding 
growth of programs and lack of 
funds, many will have to make 
due with what they have. 

"I feel bad for the people in the 
future who hold this position," 
said Brian Howells Jr., Veteran 
Outreach Center coordinator. '1 
want to plan some events for the 
veterans, but I can't because we 
don't have the resources." 

The VOC exhausted its entire 
budget of $1,900 at the annual 
Veterans Day event. Howells 
said he must now request more 
money from the AS Activities 
Council to plan future events, 
such as Memorial Day. 

Ben Carroll, AS Activities 
Council director, said more than 
160 different AS clubs and orga
nizations exist on campus. Each 
club and organization is allotted a 
sum of $50. Seventeen programs 
on campus encompass large 
groups of people, drawing more 
money from the budget. 

The program budget is deter
mined by the AS budget commit
tee every spring. Carroll said in 
comparison to clubs and organi
zations, programs receive a 
larger budget because they are 
more established and reach 
more people. The 2002-2003 AS 
activities budget is $1.7 million. 

Laramie Smith, AS Resource 
and Outreach program director, 
said programs are allotted funds 
based on the scope of their tar
get audience, past yearly bud
gets and how many events they 
planned in the past year. 

"For example, the Women's 
Center gets more money because 
they reach 60 percent of Western's 
population," Smith said. 

Tony Russo, AS vice president 
for business and operations, said 
if all the organizations received 
their budget requests for next 
year, the student activities fee per 
student would increase from $381 
to $457 per year. 

Michael Vendiola, Ethnic 
Student Center coordinator and 
activities adviser, said the ESC is 
requesting a $2,000 budget 
increase for programming. 
Vendiola said he understands 
that many other programs are 

seeking a larger budget and not 
all will receive their requests. 

"Programs are growing so fast," 
Vendiola said. "But we need to 
deal with an (AS) budget that 
may not even increase." 

Carroll said a campus radio sta
tion, KVTK, was a club this year, 
but it is requesting to be consid
ered as an organization next year, 
which requires more funding. 

"They have used their own 
equipment and time," Carroll said. 
"Should that not be looked at seri
ously, too? It is a really hard deci
sion trying to divide the funds to 
each program that is so deserving." 

After the total AS budget is 
determined for 2003 and 2004, 
the committee then awards the 
exact budget to each program. 

This year, approximately 
$40,000 was at the discretion of 
the AS Activity Council for 
clubs and organizations or pro
grams tha t request more funds. 
Carroll said the activity council 
budget is typically reserved for 
first-time or non-established 
campus events. Dawe said tra
ditional change in each pro
gram from year-to-year is why 
the activity council committee 
is given flexibility. 
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City-hood: Bellingham community bids for city 
Continued from Page I 
water — that's my real con
cern," Ryan said. "I'm always 
concerned when I see threats 
down the road." 

So far, Ryan said Sudden 
Valley residents are conscious 
and aware of protecting the 
watershed, which is a source of 
drinking water for more than 
85,700 people in and around 
Bellingham. 

"My concern is that down 
the road, different Sudden 
Valley leaders will have the 
power to undo tha t good 
work," Ryan said. 

Councilmen Grant Deger 
and Bob Ryan said they 
opposed filing the legal brief. 

"I take water safety as an 
important issue, but the par
ticular event of entering into a 
lawsuit over something we 
have not participated in until 
now is frivolous," Deger said. 

Precautions such as the 
Transfer of Development 
Rights, which pays contractors 
to build higher density buildings 

north of Bellingham as 
opposed to on the watershed, 
will keep the watershed pro
tected, Deger said. 

The Whatcom County 
Council designated Sudden 
Valley as an urban growth 
area in 2001, giving the lake
side community five years to 
become a city. Under the 
State Growth Management 
Act, an urban growth area 
has high densities of resi
dents which enables it to 
become a city. As of right now, 
Sudden Valley has urban 
level densities, three or more 
houses per acre, to become a 
city, said Whatcom County 
Council Chairman Dan 
McShane. 

The Sudden Valley 
Association is not interested 
in-developing the 3,000 exist
ing lots available to them, 
McShane said. The associa
tion agreed to reduce the 
number of homes built by 
1,800 after down-zoning in 
order to become a city, 

McShane said. 
"It's a. situation where 

Sudden Valley wants tax 
money to repair its roads, 
which are privately owned," 
McShane said. 

The residents of Sudden 
Valley contribute to the coun
ty's general and road funds, 
but feel they are not getting 
their money's worth because 
their private roads do not 
receive any of that funding, 
McShane said. 

"I don't th ink Sudden 
Valley will ever become a 
city," McShane said. "They 
don't have the tax base. They 
have to create a police force. 
They have to fix their private 
roads and tha t is a great 
amount of work." 

If Sudden Valley still 
wants to become a city in 
2006, McShane said 
Bell ingham would have a 
large say in whether or not 
tha t happens. 

"It could be flat out 
opposed," McShane said. 

County health officials 
report new SARS case 

By Cailin Long 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

. The Whatcom County Health 
Department identified a second 
case of severe acute respiratory 
syndrome in an unidentified child 
in Whatcom County May 15. The 
child was exposed during travel to 
an affected area in Asia but is not 
seriously ill. The child will remain 
isolated at home until May 25, 
Whatcom County Health Official 
Greg Stern said. 

The WCHD identified the first 
case of suspected SARS more than 
10 days ago. The first patient is out 
of isolation and feeling better, 
Stern said. 

"It's being contained in that we 
haven't seen secondary spread," 
Stern said. "If we found community 
spread, the Center for Disease 
Control may change its recommen
dations on quarantine." 

The quarantine would involve 

the isolation of travelers returning 
from affected areas who do not 
have symptoms. 

The CDC is hot recommending 
quarantine for travelers return
ing from affected areas in Asia 
due to the negative impact that 
missing work or school could have 
on travelers' jobs and education, 
Stern said. 

'You really need to weigh the 
cost to the patient with the benefit 
to society," Stern said. 

According to the Washington 
state Department of Health, med
ical officials have identified 29 
cases of SARS in Washington 
state as of May 16. Two of the 
cases are considered probable, 
meaning evidence of pneumonia 
or acute respiratory distress syn
drome is present. None of the 
cases are confirmed. 

.According to the CDC, the num
ber of SARS cases reported world
wide totals 7,864, with 643 deaths. 

Lawmakers end dispute over $2.6 billion shortfall 
By Abiah Weaver 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Washington lawmakers set 
aside their differences Thursday 
afternoon and decided to share 
the burden of solving the state's 
revenue crisis. 

Budget negotiators ended the 
dispute between the Democrat-

controlled House and the 
Republican-controlled Senate in a 
special session when talks failed 
during the official legislative ses
sion that ended last month. 

Both chambers backed down 
from their original proposals and 
agreed to a $23 billion spending 
cap for the next two years, 
increasing state spending by 

approximately 2 percent. 
The House abandoned i ts 

original request for cost-of-liv
ing raises for teachers and 
state employees to free $325 
million for other projects. The 
Senate withdrew its request for 
more business tax exemptions 
and agreed to increase spend
ing by $250 million for health 

care programs. 
Despite their original request 

for a variety of small tax 
increases, House Democrats 
conceded to reduce the $2.6 bil
lion shortfall created after Sept. 
11. The "sin tax" on alcohol, 
tobacco and candy did not sur
vive negotiations, but 
Democrats still hope to raise $14 

million by increasing the state's 
liquor-store markups. 

With the most difficult deci
sion behind them, negotiators 
will re-evaluate their proposals 
and reconvene later this month 
to determine exactly what pro
grams and projects will receive 
money for the budget term 
beginning July 1. 
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Technology fee could finance tutorials in computer labs 
By Jennifer Segadelli 

THE WESTERN FRONT . 

While applying for jobs after graduation, Associated 
Students President Allison Smith said she discovered 
that she lacks knowledge about several computer pro
grams required in the business world. 

"I am a graduating business major, and my applica
tions for jobs are expecting me to know programs like-
Microsoft Project and Microsoft Visio,. but I have no 
experience with them," Smith said. 

A proposed Student Technology Center would pro
vide services to train students through workshops and 
peer training and give students access to advanced 
equipment and software, said Larry Gilbert, director 
of academic technology and user services. 

Several students are entering school and work unpre
pared because of their lack of technical knowledge, said 
Julie Krom, AS vice president for academic affairs. 

"With the increasing dependence on technology and a lot 
of students coming out of high school or on the job force, 

some new students don't have the knowledge that a lot of 
current students do," Krom said. "The center would serve 
as an equalizer for fitting technology needs of people at 
Western." 

The AS estimated that the project will cost $75,000 per 
year for the next two years, with no additional cost to 
students. Money collected through the Student 
Technology Fee is approximately $740,000 per year. 
Funding for the technology center would only be a small 
amount of the total budget received each year, Krom 
said. 
: At the request of the STF Committee, a Web-based 

survey of 256 random students was conducted April 23 
to April 29 to gather opinions about the proposed 
Student Technology Center. 

The survey asked students about the importance of 
support services to help students use technology for 
learning. More than 145 students rated support as being 
'extremely' or 'very' important Gilbert said. 

"It would be helpful if there was somebody knowl
edgeable about computer programs to help us if we 

don't know how to," Western freshman Courtney 
Carpenter said. 

Western's computer labs do not currently include staff 
tutorials in program operation. Academic technology and 
user services provides support primarily for faculty and 
staff, but not for students, Gilbert said. 

"ATUS and other campus technology services are mostly 
targeted at faculty and staff, but the only services on cam
pus targeted at students are limited help desk services," 
Gilbert said. "Computer labs are just facilities where stu
dents can use computers, but they have little dedicated 
support for students. The Student Technology Center 
would concentrate on concerted training and ongoing sup
port of students;" 

The Student Technology Center would offer services 
that students cannot receive in classes, Gilbert said. 

The proposed location for the Student Technology Center 
is Haggard Hall. It would fill a vacant room after the exist
ing computer science laboratory moves to the 
Communications Facility, under construction, located 
south of the Environmental Studies building, Krom said. 

Plan commences to construct Haggard Hall covered bus shelter 
By Leslie Sugiura 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

After two years of attempting to obtain 
funding, construction on the northbound 
bus shelter west of Haggard Hall will 
begin on June 10, said Barbara Alten, 
architect and project manager for the bus 
shelter. 

The first plan was too expensive, Alten 
said. The second time, the bus shelter 
plan was tied into another project, the 
construction of a bike trail, which fell 
through, she said. 

Since it is a heavily used bus stop on 
campus, the Whatcom Transit Authority 
and Western, are splitting the cost of the 
project which is undetermined at this 
time, said Rick Nicholson, the trans
portation service specialist for WTA. 
The WTA board of directors has already 
contributed $40,000 toward building the 
new shelter. 

"We have felt for a very long time that 
it was a safety issue with people, bicycles, 
buses and service vehicles using the 
street," Nicholson said. "The main prob
lem with the Viking Union stop going 
north is that the street narrows. We want 
to make Haggard Hall the main stop for 
northbound buses in hopes of relieving 
congestion on High Street." 

Western junior Carissa Mosiman said 
she sees High Street as a current problem 
for bus routes. 

"I can/see the problem bus drivers have 
because people are crossing the street 
near the VU and the drivers always have 

to stop for them," Mosiman said. 
"Anything to get rid of the problem is OK 
with me." • . ' 

The main stop for southbound buses will 
remain at the Viking Union, Nicholson 
said. The possibility of eliminating the 
northbound Viking Union stop altogether 
is also being considered, he said. 

Western junior Chad Walker, who said 
he often uses the Viking Union northbound 
shelter, said he thinks Haggard Hall will 
be a good location for the new shelter. 

"It makes sense to build it there," 
Walker said. "It will probably be faster." 

The design for the shelter is the same 
as the northbound shelter across from the 
Viking Union, Alten said. The main struc
tural difference is that the shelter is not 
going to be as confined as the existing 
shelter in front of the Viking Union. 
During the design phase; space and light 
were considered, she said. 

"I've noticed that people tend to sit on 
the outside of the shelter across from the 
VU," Alten said. "The new shelter will be 
safe at night because the sides are made 
of glass. The inside of the shelter will be 
visible, to the bus driver and the people 
outside of it." 

Three walkways will divide the -struc
ture in order to alleviate congestion from 
people exiting the buses, Alten said. Each 
area between the walkways will have a 
bench, made out of recycled plastic, and 
areas for wheelchairs and standing room, 
she said. 

"We tried to get as much coverage as 
we could, which ended up being 500 

Justin McCaughan/The Western Front 
Western seniors Henry Valz and Cindy Vrieling sit on the ground west of 
Haggard Hall while they wait to catch their bus. Whatcom Transit Authority 
and Western will build a bus shelter near this site. 

square feet of coverage for the shelter," 
Alten said. "The patrons will be covered 
and won't have to stand out in the rain." 

The roof will be constructed out of cop
per similar to some of the roofs in Red 

Square, such as Miller Hall's, Alten said. 
Since the roof will be exposed to evapo
rated saltwater, the process the copper 
goes through will create patina, a 
turquoise green color, she said. 
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^I^^Kiil^i^^i!flMiiMld: w o r l d 
Plan to start m ^ 
arrest of eighth-graide stiidents 

Two eighth-grade:U^s|ttdentsS^|rpm; 
Nordonia Middle School,Vite&ij^a^:. 
Ohio, were aMe^ed?;^^t •:a!; no^ii^^S; 
found detailing <>ne studeiit?s plan to 
start a mafia. After reSe^rcHihi ihpia 
crime families on the Inii^rhet; he 
charged $ 100 entrance feeŝ  to 12 other 
students in order tor joih hisgang. 

Authorities said the note butlihed a 
plan to make money thrpu 
hacking,; rpbbe 
/and prostitution./--i-'^ 

The^ilote also.discussed the ;'bpss' 
desire to takeover the school by assign-::;. 

member pf the 
then r^ 

::/in^ney;:;gener^ 

High schdpl ŝ  
;;have-;;--r esoiyed;;

:;;:% 
?Humphre^::v 
Humphrey^ is the ihaspp^o^ 

"pamp"usV|pfe^aih-pb^ 
'.Scftoql;^^ 
• Police ;said s tudeh^ 
thesis ;: to : the sculptureiS^tpj^'O^ke^i 

IHuj^hrey! 

|sfeaLfa q^ 
schppl's souths 

;;;weld;the;: twaeamels '^ge^^ij^^l-^x 
; A^ 

j^a!;e^den;ce:':t<?;;^ 

Officials par t ia l^ 
Taryer from 
Goufthbuse in Georgia, where her son 
is being tried for murder, after someone 
accusedher of performing voodoo in the 

cpiirthbuse bathroom. She is only 
allowed to enter the building when her 
spn is in court. i;:>^ 
•; A cpurthbusb employee saw Tarver in 
ithb bathrobm the day her son appeared 
:for pre-trial hearings. The employee 
allegedthat Tarver was breaking eggs 
and Spreading "voodoo powder" and 
chicken feathers on the floor in order to 
hinder the prosecution's case. 

^The Washington County sheriff's 
office said broken eggs were found on 
four previous occasions along with 
chicken wings and bloody all on days 
when Taryer's son was in court. 

r Compiled by Ian Alexander. 

PRE-LEASE ONE OF OUR PROPERTIES 
FOR FALL QUARTER TODAY! 

DON'T GET LEFT OUT! 

BRAND NEW LUXURY LIVING AT THE ISABELLA APARTMENTS! 4380 Tull Road. Now leasing 1, 2, & 3 
Bed Luxury Suites located up Guide Mer id ian on the corner of Stuart and Tull Roads. Inc luded in all units = 
Fireplaces, Dishwasher, Disposal & Microwave, full size washers & dryers, high speed Internet access, 
expanded basic cable. W S G paid. 

SOUTHGATE APtS-620 LINCOLN ST. (NEAR DRIVE-IN) New 1 Bed, 2 Bed/1.5 Ba & 3 Bed/1.5 Ba Suites near WWU 
& Haggen. Washer & dryer, dishwasher, microwave, disposal, deck, fitness center, intercom system & high-speed internet 
access. WSG pd. 1 Beds starting at $575, 2Bed/1.5 Ba starting at $675 3 Bed/1.5 Ba start ingat $1000. Avail. Now!! 

VIKING GARDENS 2300 BILL MC DONALD PKWY Studios to 4 Bed suites common area kitchen $50 utility fee covers 
WSG, Cable, Electricity fees. Bedrooms aprox . 10' x 1 0 ' . Starting @ $250 

NEW YORK NEW YORK APTS-920 & 930 22nd Newer suites blocks to WWU! 1 Beds starting at $595 3 Bed/1.5 Ba 
starting at $995. All units include washer & dryer, dishwasher, disposal and deck. WSG paid. 

BOARDWALK APTS-1002 21st ST. Newer 1 Bed/1 Ba suites blocks to WWU! 
Dishwasher, disposal, on-site laundry, washer & dryer hook-ups, & decks w/ views. Starting at $595 WSG & storage 
included. - ~ 

SAMISH HEIGHTS APTS-1009 LENORA CT. Large studios & 2 Bed suites blocks to WWU! Dishwasher, disposal, deck 
& on-site laundry. WSG pd. Studios starting at $485 2 Beds starting at $625. 

MILL & HARRIS APTS-2000 MILL AVE. & 2001 HARRIS AVE. 1 & 2 Bed suites just blocks to WWU! Decks, on-site 
laundry, & radiant heat. Some units remodeled. 1 Beds starting at $525, 2 Beds starting at $625. 

VIKING VILLAGE APARTMENTS-1015 OTIS ST. 1 Bed units on bus line, near W W U & shopping. Decks & on-site laun
dry. Most units remodeled. $490 per month WSG & basic cable included. 

ARBOR VILLA APTS-27Q0 W. MAPLEWOOD Newer studio, 1,2 Bed/1.5Ba & 3 Bed/1.5 Ba units near shopping & on 
bus line. Dishwasher, disposal, deck & washer dryer hook-ups. Washer & dryer in 3 Bed. Studios & 1 Beds starting at 
$495, 2 Beds starting at $595, 3 Beds starting at $ 795. WSG paid. 

KULSHAN APTS-1011 HIGH ST. incredibly large 1+ & 2 Bed bay view apts. w/ hardwood floors 1 block to WWU! On-site 
laundry, starting at $625. WSG & gas included. 

THE DIPLOMAT-2001 KNOX Large 2 Bed & 4 bed Townhouses blocks to WWU! Washer & dryer and dishwasher & dis
posal. 2 Beds starting at $625 4 + ( o r 5) Beds starting at $1,350. 

TOWNHOUSE STYLE DUPLEXES Newer 3 Bed, 3 Bed w/ Den & 4 Bed/2Ba townhouse duplexes near WWU! Washer 
& dryer, dishwasher, garage & yard. $895-$1,450 Per month. Landscape included. 1123/25 Humbolt / 1304-26 22nd St. 
/ 1625/27 Harris Ave. / 2302-04 Happy Ct. / 2330-32 Happy Ct. / 1112-1114 21st St. / 2110-32 Harris Ave. / 1106-1108 
Michigan St. / 2423-2429 Michigan St. 

EXECUTIVE HOMES Tired of looking at run down houses? Executive 3, 4 & 5 Beds. Washer & Dryer, dishwasher, dis
posal, decks, garages, and gas in most in homes! Contact a leasing agent for a list of our available homes. 

STERNER 
REAL ESTATE, INC 

1307 Cornwall Ave. Suite 2 0 0 Bell ingham, Wa 98225 
676-9033 Ask for Teresa 

Visit us on- l ine at www.stebner.com 
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, Mike Alton/The Western Front 
Fluorescent lights illuminate one of the tunnels under Western's campus. The 16,080-foot-tunnel system contains power 
cables, steam pipes and Internet cables. Engineers constructed most of the tunnel system in the '40s in response to the 
growing demand for maintaining and replacing aging utilities. 

By Mike Alton 

'If s just not safe being down 
there alone! 

Tim Wynn 
Director of Facilities Management 

The Western Front 

Just under Western's campus lies a world of extreme temperatures, 
abrupt metal clangings and claustrophobia-inducing corridors. 

Opening the door to this subterranean complex releases a blast of 90-
degree air, and droning machinery whirs from all directions. The for
bidding darkness hides hazards such as electrical boxes, sloping ceilings 
and pipes crossing at knee-high level. 
^Despite"the dangers of the tunnels, the atmosphere mm;;mmmm:mmmims 

is relatively unalsturBed except for the occasional rat ^•^K*fe-!i^w*te*5SSw^ 
or maintenance worker. 

"It's usually pretty quiet down here — most of the 
time," plumbing supervisor Guy Watson said. 

At the.flick of a switch, lights flash one at a time, 
down hundreds of feet of tunnel, similar to those on an 
airport runway. 

This is Western's tunnel system. 
The 16,080 feet of cement tunnels contain power cables, steam pipes 

and Internet cables. Approximately 27,230 feet of steam pipes snake 
through three miles of tunnel, bringing heat from the Steam Plant to 
facihties, classrooms and residence halls. 

Civil engineers created most of the tunnel system in the '40s in 
response>to<the growing heed for maintenance of the steam pipes, 

,Watson':|^id^ •* "?^&-". ?&'&-
The'original tunnels were approximately the width of a garbage can, 

with 10-inch steam pipes in the middle, making them inaccessible. To 
fix the pipes, workers had to break the cement or whatever lay above 
ground to reach the defective pipe, Watson said. Today, maintenance 
workers can walk in the tunnel and remove the damaged pieces of the 
pipe. A golf cart could comfortably drive through most of the tunnels, if 
it were not for the occasional pipes that cross the path. 

The tunnels extend as far south as Fairhaven College, north past Old 
Main and Edens Hall and west to the Western Associated Students 

Bookstore. Fifteen hundred feet of new tunnel link the future Campus 
Recreation Center with Western's main campus and an entrance off East 
College Road by the Manus sculpture near the Fairhaven Complex. One 
of the deepest points is under the Environmental Studies building, 
where the tunnel runs approximately 25 feet underground, Watson said. 

During the Cold War, the tunnels had a second use. 
"In the '60s when Kennedy was president, (facility operators) stored 

barrels of water down here, medical supplies and such," Watson said. 
Although facility operators believed that the tunnels could withstand 

the fallout if a nuclear bomb destroyed Seattle, today 
the tunnels would not withstand a direct hit from a 
bunker-busting bomb, he said. 

Since the '60s, tunnels on campus have been built effi
ciently and structurally stronger, Watson said. The new 
tunnels are pre-cast cylindrical sections of cement 
approximately 7 feet in diameter, with steel bands trav
eling the circumference for welding and proper fitting. 

Civil engineers recently placed 1,500 feet of tunnel, 
connecting Tunnel 4, near the Manus sculpture, to the 

future Campus Recreation Center and then to a narrow tunnel just 
inside the fence at the construction area along South College Drive. This 
tunnel links the future Campus Recreation Center with the future 
Communications Building. 

Below the west corner of Bond Hall lie three tunnel entrances. A per
son can see hundreds of feet down each section before darkness and dis
tance swallow sight. 

In the early 1900s, narrow utility tunnels extended from building to 
building, and they contained steam pipes from the original steam plant 
behind Old Main, where a parking lot now exists, Watson said. An orig
inal boiler is still in use at the current steam plant. 

Along the wall in little nooks lay possum-sized mousetraps baited with 
peanut butter to exterminate invading rats. The rats enter the tunnels 
from holes in the walls, or they chew through obstacles blocking entrances. 

An ascending staircase and elevated walkway cover approximately 
200 feet of partially submerged tunnel next to the bike station between 

By Justin McCaughan 

Photo courtesy of John McLaughlin. 
Carnivore researchers photographed this marten in 
the North Cascades National Park. Huxley profes
sor John McLaughlin is involved with the group. 

The Western Front 

Many people would cringe at the thought of hiking in the 
piercing cold of the North Cascades during winter. For 
Huxley College associate professor John McLaughlin, win
ter is not a time to worry about the cold. It is a time to 
study carnivores. 

McLaughlin is involved in a two-year North Cascades 
National Park survey of the abundance of large carnivores 
within the park. Studied species include wolverines, lynx, 
cougars, martens, fishers and many others. 

'These species are really hard to find," McLaughlin said. 
'They aren't very abundant even at their greatest abun
dance. It's like looking for a needle in a haystack where the 
needle is trying-to avoid you." 

Roger Christophersen, principle investigator for the study 
and wildlife biologist for North Cascades National Park, said 
advances in technology have increased the amount of data 
that can be gathered. 

"Technology has developed a system with remotely 
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triggered cameras that allows us to document these 
species," Christophersen said. "This technology has OKI| 
been available since the 1990s." 

Starting in the beginning of February and lasting 
into early May, McLaughlin, Christophersen and others 
routinely hike miles into the often snow-blanketed 
woods of the North Cascades with cameras and bait in 
their backpacks. 

They do this type of study in the winter because that/ 
when bears hibernate. Bears often cause trouble during 
other seasons by eating bait and destroying camera equip
ment, McLaughlin said. Also, it is likely that the carnivores 
being studied will be hungrier and more attracted to bait in 
the winter, he said. 

In the study, they attach bait to a tree, and a motion-sen
sitive camera mounted to an opposite tree takes a pictu| 
and documents the animal when it climbs the tree, 
McLaughlin said. 

Christophersen said he hopes this study will benefit the 
large-carnivore populations in the park. 

"We're trying to develop some long-term strategies for sus-
tainability," Christophersen said. "We need more information 
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agger than a garbage truck, burn 
s of steam per day, which heats 
ycled and chemically treated to 
Engineer .Gary Smith said. Heat 
condensation to drain from the 

ant. 
Inhere, you get a pound of water 

of pressure forces steam to exit 
pound bowling ball at nearly the 
n, if a boiler's pressure dropped 
above 212 degrees would flash to 
icher said. 
mp., it would blow out the side of 

have damaged the tunnels. The 
uring 6.8 on the Richter Scale, 
from the ceiling to the floor in a 
ter now pours through the crack 
ensation leaks from steam pipes, 

A water hammer occurs when 
arriing water and results in an 
ms against the walls of the pipe, 
pipe with a mallet, Lacher said. 

Vatson and fellow engineers, who 
e campus' utilities run smoothly 
a comfortable atmosphere. 
rm and happy," Smith said. 
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Mike Alton/The Western Front 
Clockwise from bottom left: 
Looking out an entrance near the Science, Mathematics and Technology Building, one 
can see a bike station and Carver Gym. This section of tunnel is one of few located 
above ground. 

Next to the same bike station, the darkness of the tunnel entrance gapes in contrast 
with the lightness of its cement wall. This tunnel entrance has a steel door and is 
protected with an electronic alarm. 

In this photo illustration, Western sophomore Sean Baird walks above a tunnel 
stemming from Bond Hall on his way to the Viking Commons. Baird said he was 
surprised to learn about the existence of the tunnels. 

Plumbing supervisor Guy Watson walks down the tunnel under High Street in the 
direction of the Western Associated Students Bookstore. Watson has worked in these 
tunnels for 27 years. 

Two red fiber-optic cables travel over a steam pipe to North Campus. The cable tray 
above them holds power lines, each containing 12,470 volts. Depending on amper
age, electrocution for a human takes 2,300 volts. 

The vertical silver pipes of the Steam Plant are one tunnel's destination. The pipes 
connect to five boilers, each larger than a garbage truck, which burn natural gas and 
produce 400,000 pounds of steam per day. 
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Kreserve and protect the habitats of large carnivores." 
_ Jmay be too late to preserve some species, he said.. 
Many of the species have not been identified for 40 years, 
d we fear that they may be gone," Christophersen said. 
McLaughlin said he is involved in the study because he 
nts to determine ecologically where these species are and 
at they need. 
'Some of these species are declining because of what we've 

to them or their habitats," McLaughlin said. "If we 
nt to have a world that we can share with these species, 
need to figure out what they need. That will tell us how 
need to limit our activities." 
luxley senior Kris Hartin, a volunteer for the study, 
ird about McLaughlin's involvement and wanted to help 

with the research. Hartin said he believes the study is 
|)rtant from a management standpoint to determine the 

esence of these species. 
'The park needs to be managed in a way that supports 
ese habitats," Hartin said. "The human interaction in the 
rk is going to make a huge difference in whether these 
imals are there or not." 
Christophersen said the studied species face threats such 

as habitat loss, isolation of remnant populations and long
standing effects of the historical fur trade harvests. 

He said McLaughlin brings significant expertise and 
assistance to the study. 

"He's had a vested interest in carnivores in the past," 
Christophersen said. "He knows what questions to ask 
(about these species) and how to best answer them. He also 
has a pool of readily available, volunteers." 

McLaughlin said he is surprised with how much data they 
gathered in the first year of the study. 

"Usually when you do this type of thing, your photos are 
unrecognizable," McLaughlin said. "Here we've had over
whelmingly high quality photos of carnivores. We've had a 
phenomenal crew that works really hard." 

Christophersen said although they did not document 
all of the species they were looking for, they found a lot 
more Pine Martens and other carnivores than they 
thought they would. 

"(Carnivores are) a fascinating part of our world, and I 
encourage people to look out for them," McLaughlin said. 
'The next time someone sees a big hollow log, don't see it as 
old rotten wood; it might be a home for a carnivore." 

Photo courtesy of John McLaughlin. 
North Cascades National Park biologist Roger 
Christophersen and volunteers place cameras to 
document carnivore activity in the park. 
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Little athletes race in Junior Ski to Sea 
By Leslie White 

T H E WESTERN FRONT 

A downpour of spring rain at the 
Junior Ski to Sea Race did not stop hun
dreds of racers from competing in the 
mud-covered five-course relay Saturday 
at Lake Padden. 

The race was divided into three parts: 
elementary third- to fifth-grade, middle 
school sixth- to eighth-grade and commu
nity for all ages. Athletes from six-person 
teams competed in one leg of the race, 
which includes a 1.5-mile run, three-
legged race, 2.7-mile bike, 0.5-mile soccer 
dribble and an obstacle course. 

In the elementary division, the Silver 
Pineapple Kings from Silver Beach 
Elementary captured the first-place title. 
They have competed for three years, plac
ing 9th in 2001 and second in 2002. 

Keith Stackhouse, 11, started the race 
with the 1.5-mile run, giving the team a 
commanding lead. In every event, the 
Silver Pineapple Kings remained in the 
lead and finished the race with a record-
breaking elementary division time of 28 
minutes, 37 seconds. 

"We've got pure talent, I tell ya," 
Stackhouse said. 

All junior participants received a T-
shirt, and the winners in each division 
received a medal. Some of the racers 
received added bonuses. 

"We are going to get milkshakes from 
our parents," Stackhouse said. 

In the middle school division, Arsenal, a 
first-time team, took home first-place 
honors. Another first-time team, the 
Couch Potatoes, took first in the commu
nity division. 

Tyler Fiksovsky, 10, of the Couch 
Potatoes, who competed in the three-
legged race, said he studied the course 
before it began. 

"We went around the field because we 
didn't know what the course was," 
Fiksovsky said. 

Dick Henrie, recreation manager for 
the City of Bellingham, said despite the 
rain, the children enjoyed the race. 

"That (elementary division) was a fun 
race this morning," Henrie said. "Pouring 
down rain, but all kinds of enthusiasm." 

The Junior Ski to Sea race began 16 
years ago because several community 
members suggested that children should 
be involved with the adult event, said Pat 
Rowe, Bellingham Chamber of Commerce 
development director. 

"We started the big race (adult Ski to 
Sea), and like anything, people said 'Why 
don't we have a kids race? Why don't we 
have a kids race?' So we had a kids race," 
Rowe said. 

Every year the elementary division fills 
to its maximum capacity of 60 teams, 
Rowe said. 

Bellingham Parks and Recreation and 
the Bellingham Chamber of Commerce 
co-sponsor the junior Ski to Sea event, 
and 60 people volunteer, Henrie said. 

Ben Arno ld /The Western Front 

Two members of the Blue Monkeys team run the three-legged section of the 
Ski to Sea Junior Race at Lake Padden Saturday. The Blue Monkeys com
peted in the elementary race which began at 8 a.m., followed by the middle 
school race at noon and then the community race later in the day. 

Sorenstam qualified to compete with men on PGA tour 
Bryan 

Sharick 

COMMENTARY 

Annika Sorenstam deserves a 
chance to play on the Professional 
Golfers Association tour and at 
the Colonial Country Club in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Sorenstam, who is the Tiger 
Woods of the Ladies Professional 
Golfers Association tour, is qual
ified to play with the men. She 
won 13 times in 25 starts last 
season, the best season in 
women's golf in nearly 40 years. 

Not even Woods has done this in 
the men's category. Two years 
ago she also became the first 
woman to shoot 59. 

Sorenstam can compete with 
the men in two key categories: 
scoring and hitting greens. In 
these categories, if Sorenstam 
was playing with the men, she 
would be ranked No. 3 and No. 1 
respectively. In scoring, she 
averages 69.22 per round, which 
puts her among the elite of the 
men's players. The only men who 
have better scoring averages are 
Woods at 67.91 and Mike Weir at 
68.56. She deserves a shot based 
on these credentials alone. 

The fact that Sorenstam will 
play from a tee farther from the 

green than she is used to will 
have some effect on her play. 

; She averages 275.4 yards per 
drive and this would put her at 
No. 159 among the men. Hank 
Kuehne, the No. 1 men's driving 
leader, averages 312.6 yards per 
drive. She will make up her 
inability to drive, however, with 
her ability to hit the greens. 
Sorenstam hits greens in regula
tion 73.3 percent of the time. 
This percentage is No. 1 among 
both men and women. 

Some people, however, think 
Sorenstam has no place in the 
PGA tour. Vijay Singh, two-time 
major champion and the No. 7 
player in the world, said in. an 
Associated Press article, "What is 

she going to prove by playing? It's 
ridiculous ... We have our tour for 
men and they have their tour." 

What Singh and others have 
to remember is that back in 
1947 Jackie Robinson, a black 
man, took the field for the first 
time and broke the color barri
ers in baseball. People back then 
also said Robinson should stay 
in the Negro Leagues. Singh 
should know better because he 
is black. If it was not for people 
like Robinson and Sorenstam 
breaking barriers then people 
like Singh would not have a 
chance to play. 

Singh has argued t ha t 
Sorenstam is stealing a spot 
from the men because she is 

not normally on the PGA tour, 
and she is instead getting a 
sponsor's exemption. This hap
pens every week when a spon
sor's exemption is given to 
someone who does not have a 
spot in the field. 

Sorenstam, in her own way, is 
doing the same thing Robinson 
did. She is trying to break into a 
sport that is widely dominated 
by men because she wants the 
challenge and a piece of the 
prize money. 

Whether Sorenstam wins or 
not does not matter. The fact 
that she gets the chance to com
pete on an equal level with the 
best players in the world is what 
is important. 

r. 

Come Join Us For Fun At 

SW-To-Sea! 
Sunday May 25 

*8eads & Supplies 
Ĵ  'Knowledgeable Staff 

The Creat ive B e a d Store 

In Historic Fairhaven, Belttngham 
(360)S71-S655 

Phones got you 
hung up? 

Free Consumer 
Protection Information 

1-888-437-0565 
www.wutc.wa.gov 

. Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission 

E X T E N D E D E D U C A T I O N A N D S U M M E R P R O G R A M S 

WWU GUR's 
Delivered to your doorstep! 

Opening doors for you.. 

Communications Block B 
English 203 (5) 
French 103 (5) 

Comparative, Gender and 
Multicultural Studies 
Anthropology 353 (4) 
East Asian 201, 202 (5 each), 210 (4) 
English 227, 335 and 338 (5 each) 
History 280 (5) 
Women Studies 211 (4) 

WESTERN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

Humanities 
Classical Studies 260 (4) 
English 216, 281, 282 and 283 (5 each) 
History 103, 104 and 112 (4 each) 
Liberal Studies 123 (5) and 232 (4) 
Music 104 (3) 

Mathematics 
Math 102 (5), 107 (3), 124 (5), 156 (4), 

157 (4) and 240 (3) 

Natural Sciences B 
Environmental Studies 101 (3) 

Social Sciences 
Anthropology 201 (5) 
Canadian-American Studies 200 (5) 
Economics 206 and 207 (4 each) 
Psychology 101 (5) 
Sociology 260 and 302 (5 each) 

Continuing & Independent Learning 

650-3650 ilearn@wwu.edu 

405 32nd Street, Suite 209 

ExtendedEd.wwu.edu/ilearn 
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Women's crew optimistic about bid to nationals 
By Cailin Long 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Western women's varsity 
crew team placed second in the 
NCAA Division II West Region 
finals Saturday at the Pacific 
Coast Rowing Championships 
on Lake Natoma in Rancho 
Cordova, Calif. 

Western's varsity eight and four 
shells placed second behind the 
University of California, Davis. 

"We don't feel that we did our 
best this weekend, but we are 
not dwelling on that," Western 
sophomore and rower Gail 
Lumsden said. "We just know we 
have to step it up for nationals." 

Western will find out today if it 
will get the at-large berth to the 
NCAA Division II National 
Championships. The at-large 
berth is determined, by a NCAA 
selection committee that chooses 
a team based on its season 
results, finishing times and 
results against other teams. The 
NCAA National Championships 
will take place May 29 to May 31 

at Eagle Creek Reservoir in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Since Western beat UC Davis' 
team May 4 at the Western 
Intercollegiate Rowing Association 
Championships, the team is 
likely to receive the one at-large 
berth, Western senior rower 
Katie Miller said. 

"I really think that last week
end's performance stepped us up 
for a good chance to go to nation
als," Miller said. "If that does 
happen, it's going to be the race 
of the season — the finish we've 
always been hoping for." 

Western's varsity eight com
pleted the 2,000-meter course in 
6 minutes 59.1 seconds, nearly 5 
seconds behind UC Davis. 

"We need to pick up some 
speed," Western coach John Fuchs. 
said. 'You can always go faster, so 
the object of the game is to get 
faster as the season goes on." 

Seated in the Vikings' eight-shell 
were coxswain Emily Davis, Julia 
Gamache, Katie Miller, Kailyru 
McGrath, Katrina Anderson, Laura 
Hancock, Gail Lumsden, Krystol 

Western women's eight shell 
varsity eight and four shells 
West Region finals Saturday 
Daugherty and Laurel Kaminski. 

The varsity four, who also placed 
second with a time of 7:58.8, did 
well, Fuchs said. Manning the 
Vikings' four-shell were coxswain 
Krissy Whaley, Alison Upsahl, 
Alicia Marrs, Brittany Kruger 
and Katrina Van Winkle. 

Ben Arnold/The Western Front 
practices in Lake Whatcom early in the season. The women's 
and the novice four boat competed in the NCAA Division II 
on Lake Natoma in Rancho Cordova, Calif. 

Western's novice four placed 
fifth of six boats in its PCRC final 
with a time of 8:22. Rowing the 
novice four boat were coxswain 
Coree Naslund, Maria Herrera-
Demarrais, Breanna Forni, Jenn 
McGrath and Stefanie Boyer. 

"We got one more competition 

and that's nationals," Fuchs said. 
"We've got one week to prepare, 
and then we're off." 

Lumsden said she is opti
mistic about nationals. 

"We know we're a good crew in 
that our best can beat Davis," 
she said. 

Make a l iving, or 
m a k e a difference. 
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Secrets revealed in book will 
not hamper Beane's success 

Mugs 
Scherer 

COMMENTARY 

Napoleon Bonaparte never 
allowed an author to write a book 
exposing his methods for winning 
battles when he was in the mid
dle of his career and still fighting. 

Yet that is exactly what Billy 
Beane, the general manager of 
the Oakland Athletics, has done. 
He not only allowed Michael 
Lewis to write the book, 
"Moneyball: The Art of Winning 
an Unfair Game," but he appar
ently gave Lewis unlimited 
access to his entire operation. 

Lewis describes Beane's strat
egy for the amateur draft, 
Beane's trading-deadline strate
gy and Beane's overall philoso
phy in building a baseball team. 
The insider information contained 
in "Moneyball," however, will not 
make it any more difficult for 
Beane's success to continue. 

Beane has been as successful 
in overseeing a baseball team as 
Napoleon was at fighting wars. 
In the past three years, Oakland 
has won 296 games, all with a 
budget that compares to the New 
York Yankees' the same way a 
person selling muffins on ven
dor's row compares to Sodexho. 

Ray Ratto of the San Francisco 
Chronicle echoed many fans' sen
timent that Beane's desire for 
publicity gave away too many 
secrets. "It is always best to be 
modest early, and save the 

preening for later," he wrote. 
In the book, Lewis details 

Beane's reliance on "sabermet-
rics," a system of using numbers 
and statistics to objectively ana
lyze baseball. It tells Beane, for 
example, that hitters who work 
deep into the count and draw 
walks are more valuable than 
other general managers believe. 
Beane also avoids drafting high-
school pitchers and trusts a play
er's statistical record over more 
traditional views, such as how 
the player looks while playing. 

Although Lewis outlines all of 
these theories in the book, it is 
unlikely that other established 
general managers will copy 
them. General managers are 
slow to copy new ideas — in fact, 
they make the Flat Earth Society 
look positively progressive. 

Jackie Robinson broke the 
invisible line barring black play
ers from baseball in 1947. By 
1954, the Yankees and the Red Sox 
still had no black players, and other 
teams merely had a token player. 

Even if a team wanted to mimic 
the Athletics' success, reading a 
book would not be the best way. 
All a team would have to do is hire 
someone who understands saber-
metrics. The Toronto Blue Jays 
did that when they hired Beane's 
former assistant, J.R Ricciardi. 
Another team wishing to mimic 
Beane's success could hire his 
other assistant, Paul DePodesta. 
Such people exist, and they would 
bring more knowledge to the 
dugout than what is contained in 
a 288-page book. 

Reading a book would not 
turn a poor general manager 

into a Billy Beane anyway. 
Lewis' book portrays Beane as 
someone with a natural talent 
for being a general manager — 
reading a book could not recre
ate that. To put it another way, 
what Beane has done from the 
general manager's office is com
parable to what. Pedro Martinez 
has done on the mound. 
Martinez himself has demon
strated how he holds his pitches 
for an ESPN camera several 
times. This does not mean 
everyone with a television can 
pitch like Martinez. 

Another criticism of Beane 
and "Moneyball" is that Beane 
allows Lewis-to show how little 
he respects some general man
agers. Athletics fans fear that 
some general managers will be 
reluctant to make trades with 
Beane now. While it is true that 
Beane appears arrogant and 
condescending at times in the 
book, it is also true that general 
managers make trades for one 

,reason: They think the trade 
will improve their team. Not 
many general managers would 
pass on an offer if it was attrac
tive to them, whether they liked 
the other general manager or 
not. Maybe one or two general 
managers will hold a grudge. 
That still leaves 27 or 28 other 
options for Beane. 

Athletics fans and Beane fans 
need to realize that "Moneyball" 
is in no way some sort of catalyst 
for disaster. Instead, they need 
to enjoy the book for what it is — 
a comprehensive, inside look at 
a success story written by a tal
ented writer. 

White finishes 10th at championships, 
earns second-team All-American honors 

By Jenny Maag 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western junior golfer Kelly White climbed from 
22nd place after Wednesday's first round of the 
NCAA Division II National Championships to finish 
10th overall Saturday in Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla. 
. After a first round, of 83, White improved her 

score each day, shooting 80, 78 and 77 on the fol
lowing days. White also earned second-team Ail-
American honors. 

She finished with a 72-hole total of 318, 19 
strokes behind first place Charlotte Cambell from 

Rollins College and 15 strokes behind second place 
Pamela Feggans from Florida Southern College. 

"The third and fourth day I got rid of those big 
holes and made a couple of birdies to even out," 
White said. "What really helped me the most was 
my putting and second shots." 

Rollins College golfers shot 1,237 in the four-day, 
four-round tournament, and finished with a 39-
stroke lead over second place Florida Southern 
College. 

West Region champion Northeastern State 
University finished eighth, and runner-up Saint 
Mary's University finished sixth. 

Ski to Sea 
Weekend! 

Four Nights of Music! 
May 22 , 23 , 24 & 25 

EVENT INFO ONLINE AT: 

www.bbciybrewery.com 
1107 Railroad ph# 647-5593 

Western women's basketball head coaeh Carmen 
Dolfo announced Friday that starting forward Susan 
Rodgers is transferring to Central Washington 
XJniversjty for academic reasons. 

Rodgers^ at 6 feet 6 inches, the tallest player ever 
to competefor Western. She averaged 14.2 points and 
6.3 reboundsf per game and helped the Vikings to a 
2£-6 record. 

Forward KrysM Robinson and point guard Devin 
Dykstra have both signed national letters of intent to 
play women's basketball at Western in the 2004 season. 

The 6-foot-1-inch Robinson averaged 17 points and 
9 rebounds per game at Kentridge High School. She 
set school records for rebounds (225) and blocked 
shots (111) during her time at Kentridge. 

Dykstra, the cousin of Western men's basketball 
freshman guard Grant Dykstra and Vikings' football 
senior wide receiver Greg Dykstra, averaged 15.1 
points and 8:2 rebounds per game for Nooksack 
Valley High School. 

Information courtesy of the athletic 
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E X T E N D E D E D U C A T I O N A N D S U M M E R PR O G R A M S 

ADVENTURE 
into Summer at Western! 

Complete needed credits, renew your job 
skills, or explore new career paths. 

• Summer Session 2003 offers a variety 
of educational opportunities. 

• Formal admission is not required. 

ff\"V- • ;|liifc, • Pacific Northwest focused courses. 

Six-week Session 
June 24-August 1 

Nine-week Session 
June 24-August 22 

Short courses also available. 

(360)650-2841 
ExtendedEd.wwu.edu/summer 

i W F S T F R T V Open'mg doors for you. 
ON UNIVERSi 
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China's S A R S pol icy is too harsh 
Porfirio 

Pena 

COMMENTARY 

The Chinese government's policy of 
executing people who knowingly spread 
severe acute respiratory syndrome is 
completely inhumane. 

Chinese law requires immediate public 
disclosure of any health risk, and the 
penalty for knowingly spreading SARS 
ranges from 10 years in prison to execu
tion, according' to a May 16 New York 
Times article. 

The burden of proof for the SARS patient 
is difficult. Because of China's authoritari
an control over its accused people, they 
would not be able to defend themselves 
against the government's charges. 

Since the symptoms of SARS resemble 
the common cold, it would be virtually 
impossible to determine whether a per
son is aware that they are carrying the 

disease. In some SARS cases, people do 
not show symptoms early on. The gov
ernment would only need to prove that 
the person in question has SARS, regard
less of whether the person is aware of it. 
To execute a person for.spreading a dis
ease is completely unreasonable because 
the circumstances would be out of the 
person's control. 

Eventually, the Chinese government 
could abuse the policy and use the execu
tion of SARS patients as a means to con
trol the disease. The Chinese govern
ment says the policy ensures SARS 
patients are isolated, but killing more 
people would not be the best solution. 
China could then use the same interpre
tation of the law for any other disease 
that might arise and execute people in 
the same manner. 

China should have taken action when 
the outbreak first occurred. Instead of 
reporting the crisis accurately when it first 
happened, Chinese officials instituted a 
news blackout. Now, facing a greater cri
sis, the leadership has resorted to 
unwarranted threats. According to CNN, 

the current situation is due to China's 
means of "damage control." China has 
now taken steps to contain and maintain 
the disease. 

The Chinese government said it insti
tuted the plan to punish SARS carriers 
to ensure tha t the disease does not 
spread to rural areas, where medical 
facilities are not equipped to deal with 
the disease, according to the Times arti
cle. By punishing those who avoid dis
closing their condition, Chinese officials 
believe tha t they will help curb the 
spread of SARS. . 

Regardless of the penalties China 
imposes on carriers, the likelihood of 
the disease spreading to rural areas is 
still high. Since the disease's symptoms 
are not always evident, a carrier with
out symptoms could easily infect a rural 
village. 

Instead of threatening to execute victims 
of SARS, the Chinese officials should focus 
on preparing medical facilities in rural 
areas to treat patients. It would be a trav
esty if China's new policies go beyond 
threats and execute people. 
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Wrongfully arrested by Party Patrol? 
We can help. 

MIPT DUI, Furnishing, Loud Party, Drug Offenses 

CHILDRESS LAW FIRM 
S t e v e n H. C h i l d r e s s • J e f f r e y A. L u s t i c k 

Call 676-8000 for a free office consultation. 

TMAhg stout a «ssr h Hesih' Gam? 
O Check out the following programs at C) 
^ Whatcom Community College: p j 

•Medical Assisting (1 or 2 year programs) 
•Physical Therapist Assistant (1 year after general 
education and science prerequisites) 

Contact: Meg Delzell in advising for more information 
or to attend an information session. 

360-676-2170 x3320 mdelzell@whatcom.ctc.edu 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
PROFESSIONALS, INC 

*818 ALABAMA STREET, Bellingham, WA 98225* 

676-1880 
Visit our web-site at www.pmprentals.com 

ORCHARD MEADOWS 2502-06 Douglas Ave- Large 2 BD starting 
at $675 with F/R W/D, near WWU. 

EDGEMONT APARTMENTS 3420 W McLeod Rd- Newer complex. 
1 BD starting at $540, 2 BD starting at $600. m/m leases 

NEVADA SQUARE 1251 Nevada SKSecured building w/D/W, W/D 
hu, close to busline and shopping, 1 BD starting at $495. 2 BD 
starting at $550 

906 N Garden- Large Victorian home close to WWU with a view 1 
BD starting at $400, 2 BD starting at $560 

717 N Forest- Triplex with a view, close to WWU, W/D, D/W. 3 BD 
starting at $775, 4 BD starting at $1100. 

509 N Forest- 2 BD Duplex starting at $690, close to WWU, large 
yard, Water,Sewer and Electric paid. 

2007 Wilson Ave- 3 BD 1.5 Ba. Duplex starting at $795, close to 
WWU, W/D, close to busline 

817 25th Street- Shared common living and kitchen studios, private 
bathroom and refrigerator. Onsite.laundry. Near WWU. $285 

2300 Douglas Ave- Quiet 6-plex w/onsite laundry. 1 BD starting at 
$465, 2 BD starting at $610, and 3 BD starting at $695. 

900 Liberty- 2 BD in quiet 4-plex starting at $695. Large yard, onsite 
laundry. Near WWU and busline. Nice city and bay view. 

2111 Knox Ave- Very spacious townhouse style 2 BD starting at 
$610 and 3 BD starting at $710, w/ garage, near WWU 

918/926 20th Street- 2 BD units in quiet 4-plex starting at $695, 
close to WWU, sunny exposure, W/D, private decks 

1120-1130 24th Street-1 BD starting at $500. 2 BD starting at $575. 
New carpet and paint, W/D, near WWU, ample parking. 

2208-2218 Happy Court- 2 BD 1.5 Ba duplexes starting at $600. 
F/P, W/D hu, near WWU. 

LARGE 3 BEDROOM DUPLEXES- 3 BD, 2.5 Ba, single and double 
car garages, D/W, W/D 2202-2204 Michigan St starting at 
$950.2209-11/2215-17 Xenia Ln, starting at $960 includes 
gas fireplace. 

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT RENTAL! 

THE FAIRHAVEN 
Pub & Martini Bar 

Live Music 6V Spirits in Old Fairhaven 

1114 Harris Avenue - 671-6745 Wonei-
D | ngee 

Moncfoy o « ^ «. 

Live Music Schedule 
Thursday, May 22 Jammin' Rock 'n' Roll 

Alpha Root Mnsistors \ 
Friday, May 23 ' Classic Rock Favorites ^ B \ 

The walrus . 
Saturday, May 24 Reggae & Caribbean Sounds • 

Alex Duncan Band 
Ski-to-Sea Sunday Classic Rock 'n' Roll 

Groove Merchants 
Thursday, May 29 Celtic and ethnic music from San Francisco 

Four Shillings Short ^ H 
Friday. Ivlay 30 Rockin' Rhythm & Blues - ^ ^ W r 

Rrom The Hip 
Saturday, Mav 31 Classic Rock / 

The Fugitives 
Wednesday Nights S u n d a y Night 

Karaoke Comedy 
Pre-Func at the Fairhaven and pay no cover at The Royal 
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Morning-after pill must not be 
'over the counter' 

Women seeking oral contraceptives as a form of birth control usu
ally have to visit a doctor in order to receive a prescription. The 
Women's Capital Corporation, the makers of the morning-after pill, 
however, applied for government permission May 19 to make the pill 
available over the counter. 

The morning-after pill, also referred to as Plan B or Emergency 
Contraceptive Pill, which is already available over the counter in 
Washington, should not become another over-the-counter drug. 

If taken within 72 hours of unprotected sex, the pill prevents ovu
lation and fertilization. Although the pill may help prevent preg
nancy, according to CNN, the pill has severe health side effects, 
including possible breast cancer, blood clots in the lungs, stroke and 
heart attacks. According to the American Medical Association, it 
may also cause unexpected mensturation if combined with certain 
antibiotics. Not only can the morning-after pill affect the woman, but 
if she waits too long after unprotected sex to take the pill, it can 
cause birth defects to the fetus, said Dr. Stephen Waszak of the 
Women's Clinic of Seattle. 

If emergency contraception is available over the counter, it 
could eliminate doctors from the process of prescribing that type 
of birth control. When women visit doctors to obtain the morning-
after pill, the doctors can also prescribe regular birth control, 
Waszak said. By taking doctors out of the equation, doctors will be 
unable to use proactive methods to prevent the need for the morn
ing-after pill. It should not be used as the only method of birth 
control. Also, the counseling women receive on the drug from the 
doctors is imperative because of the potential risks; eliminating 
doctors may force women to seek medical guidance on the Internet 
or from another, unreliable source, Waszak said. 

Several medical and women's groups have petitioned the Food and 
Drug Administration to allow the pills to be sold over the counter to 
prevent pregnancy following rape, contraceptive failure or just sim
ply forgetting to take birth control. 

By allowing morning-after pills to be available over the counter, 
women will not receive the proper medical attention and will just go 
to a local store for the drug. Rape victims are an exception to the rule 
because they cannot prevent the sexual act. If a women's birth con
trol does not work, however, due to a medical issue, taking morning-
after pills may not work either. Finally, morning-after pills will not 
remind women to take their birth control. It will become a quick fix 
for one irresponsible night of fun, promoting reliance on the pill in 
the future. 

Women should talk to their doctors before using any type of birth 
control, so the doctor can examine and determine whether the pill or 
the morning-after pill is the right form of birth control for them. 

Relying on a tiny pill to help prevent pregnancy without first 
consulting a doctor will only create problems and could possibly 
complicate pregnancy in the future. This pill is not going to help 
prevent unwanted pregnancy, but promote unprotected sex and 
frivolous use. 
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FCC should not deregulate media 
Jennifer 
Segadelli 

COMMENTARY 

The media conglomerates that 
keep Americans fully entertained 
and permanently half-informed 
are always growing here and 
shrinking there, but the 'Big 10' 
media companies, including AOL 
Time Warner, Disney, Viacom 
and General Electric remain. 
Loosening controls on media 
ownership will only lead to a 
feeding frenzy for monopolization 
and should not be approved. 

Media executives proposed 
Tuesday May 13 the most signifi
cant change of media monopoly 
controls in more than 25 years. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission will vote June 2 on a 

resolution that would allow 
media companies to own more 
outlets in one broadcast region 
than the law currently allows. 
The FCC is considering allowing 
a single company to own televi
sion stations that reach 45 per
cent of the viewing audience 
instead of the current 35 percent. 

The FCC created media owner
ship rules to foster diversity of 
voices and competition among 
journalists. It is difficult to see 
how a change promoting consoli
dation of media companies main
tains and enhances these original 
rules. Changing the regulations 
will prompt mergers and will con
solidate the number of companies 
that control what people see, 
hear and read. If Disney 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer Michael Eisner was 
caught snorting cocaine, ABC 
would not be able to report the 
story because Disney owns ABC. 

The limited amount of informa
tion that consumers receive will 
lead to a brainwashing of the 
American public. 

The proposal would also elimi
nate restrictions that prohibit 
companies from owning newspa
pers, television and radio stations 
in the same city. 

This would permit the largest 
media conglomerates to expand 
their markets and own even more 
information outlets. Small .broad
casting stations will eventually 
have to face the facts and sell out 
to larger companies in order to 
keep their stations on the air. 
Small, independent stations have 
just cause to fear a massive over
haul by companies such as 
Viacom, which is already seeking 
to expand its monopoly. 

By homogenizing the news cul
ture, local broadcast stations will 
be unable to deliver independent 

See MEDIA, Page 15 

Pool ads will benefit facilities, companies 
Leslie 

Suguira 

COMMENTARY 

Because of recent budget cuts, 
King County Parks and 
Recreation had to shut down two 
of its eight public pools, includ
ing Auburn pool and Si View pool 
in North Bend. With no further 
funding in sight and only six 
King County pools still open, 
Weyerhaeuser King County 
Aquatic Center officials in 
Federal Way are considering 
allowing advertisements on the 
bottom of the pool. 

The aquatic center should 
allow advertisements because it 
would create needed income for 
King, County Parks, help local 
businesses and increase recogni
tion of swimming as a sport. 

The aquatic center is home to 

national and international swim
ming and diving events. It was 
the site of the 1990 Goodwill 
Games, two Olympic trials and 
plays host to more than 60 
events each year. 

With the economy in a slump, 
many programs have received 
less funding than usual. Creative 
ideas are needed to retain fund
ing if a facility wants to remain 
open to the public. Selling ad 
space on the bottom of a swim
ming pool is a creative way to 
gain income. 

According to the aquatic cen
ter Web site, businesses could 
place a maximum of four logos 
along the bottom of its pool, cost
ing $125,000 per year for a pair 
or $200,000 per year for all four. 
The income could be put directly 
back into the King County Parks 
to help re-open other facilities or 
provide funding to maintain the 
pools. 

Allowing ads on the bottom of 
a pool would not only benefit the 

facility by. bringing in funding, 
it would also benefit the compa
nies that purchase the adver
tisements. The advertisements 
could be offered to local busi
nesses, giving the companies a 
chance to be some of the first 
companies advertised on the bot
tom of a pool. 

With more than 60 events per 
year and seating for 2,500, more 
than 150,000 people could see 
the ads. The number could be 
even higher because it does not 
include the athletes who practice 
at the facility or the people that 
use the pool for other purposes, 
such as swimming lessons and 
water aerobics. 

Not only would the ads benefit 
the companies, but they would 
increase recognition of swim
ming as a competitive sport. 
Companies that want to place 
ads on the bottom of a pool would 
make sure that their company's 
product or service is reaching 

See POOL, Page 15 
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Media: The public's interest stands no chance 
Continued from Page 14 

programming. 
Arguably the most dangerous conse

quence is the erosion of journalism. AOL 
Time Warner, General Electric, Viacom 
and other media companies will simply 
turn hard news into another form of enter
tainment they can vend non-stop. Disney 
will be able to market a movie on ABC 
while posting biased — 
reviews in a newspaper ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ > 
and magazine, all within i* l i f i* l i^ i» i iS 
one city's limits. The 
truth will become buried 
beneath a hoopla of 
cheap entertainment 
and soft news. 

Loosening controls will 
also end a 28-year ban on 
media cross-ownership. 
Ownership of newspapers and television 
stations decreased from approximately 
1,500 to 600 owners since 1970, according 
to a recent article in the Seattle Times. If 
FCC Chairman Michael Powell pushes the 
overhaul of conventional rules, that num
ber could fall to a mere 300 owners. Every 
major paper in every major city will try to 
buy or be bought out by a television station. 

Powell and other media executives claim 
that changes in technology and viewing 
habits, along with a changing market-

'The press should inform 
the nation, not act as a 

vehicle for stale informa
tion from a limited num

ber of sources! 

place, prompts the necessity for change. 
They say it makes no sense to preserve the 
rules of an era that no longer exists. 
Powell claims that new procedures would 
eliminate rules in the marketplace that 
prevent expanding ownership and benefit 
the public. 

Despite an alleged necessity to change, 
the public interest does not stand a 

chance when bombarded 
by all the king's horses 
and all the king's men. In 
short, the media will 
work against the public 
interest and for their par
ent companies and adver
tisers. The press should 
inform the nation, not act 
as a vehicle for stale 
information from a limit

ed number of sources. 

The public will not realize the value of 
independent news unti l it is gone. 
Passing a new rule that would allow 
even more mass media monopolization 
would consolidate America's news 
sources even more. As citizens of a demo
cratic nation, Americans have not only 
the right, but also the obligation to know 
about the nation and the world. One can 
only hope Disney is not the only one 
telling the story. 

Pool: Ads will help keep facilities open 
Continued from Page 14 
the right target market, which includes 
people associated with swimming. 
Companies would also begin to recognize 
the athletic abilities of swimmers and 
may begin to sponsor them more often. 
Sponsorship is also good for talented 
new swimmers because it gives them 
more motivation to be the best swimmer 
they can be. Sponsors will also provide 
them the funding they need to continue 
their swimming career. 

Some argue that allowing advertising 
on the bottom of a pool would distract 
athletes who use the facility. Swimmers 
use lane lines for guidance, and interfer
ence with those lines could distract swim
mers and possibly hurt swimming times. 
Logos on the bottom of the pool could also 
unfairly help some athletes determine 
their position during a race. 

Other sports facilities, such as pro
fessional baseball fields, allow adver
tising. Ads are found in the outfield 

and on any other free spaces inside 
baseball fields. Some advertisements 
even flash. Flashing signs seem like 
more of a distraction for athletes than 
ads placed on the bottom of a pool. 
Competitive swimmers should be able 
to focus enough not to let ads get in the 
way of the race. Athletes compete in 
different types of facilities all of the 
time. Since no two pools are the same, 
a different pool bottom should not 
bother swimmers. 

If swimmers want to continue to swim 
in nice facilities, they need to realize 
that advertising will be the main con
tributor to keeping a pool open, espe
cially when funding is low. Both the pool 
and the companies advertising will see 
many benefits from allowing ads along 
the bottom of the pool, such as increased 
funding and more awareness of a prod
uct or service offered. Having a pool 
with ads on the bottom is better than 
having no pool at all. 
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Join us for lunch 
or dessert! 

Sunset Square 
Exit 255 

650-9298 

\ 
6 am-6pm Monday-Friday 

Made fresh daily: 

Bagels 

Sandwiches 

Soups & Salads 

Cookies 

Muffins 

Scones 

Pies 

Cinnamon Rolls 

... and much more! 

» 7pm-5pm Saturday 

\ Are Your BRAKES making noise? 
We have a FREE brake inspection that you 

should get every 30,000 miles. 
1 0 % discount with Student ID 

Prime Tune & Brakes 
in Sunset Square 

671-2277 

: :u \ -$i n-•%; ^Deadlines,' y::M4;\ -Q\ :\f-'i' 
Tuesday paper =;p^ 
Frio^y P a ^ 

/Summer^^ 
|uesday Edition = previous^ 

ADVERTISINCJ PAYS IN THE 
U/ESIIRN mimr cLAssiFiibs 

^^^^^^^^^^B 
RED EARRED Slider Turtle w/ 
10 gallon tank and all accessories. 
$20 OBO Call 392-3748 

FOR RENT 

RENT TRAILER - WWU 
employee needs trailer for NW 
WA Fair Aug 10 -16 Call Kim 
647-6980 

Newer 2, 3,4 & 5 Bdrm houses. 
Close to WWU. Inquires call (360) 
738-1940 or (360) 319-1375. 

3 BR 1.5 Ba. Duplex w/carport & 
lg yrd. Near WWU, bus, stores & 
trails. W/D, DW. Lawn 
maintenance & W/S/G pd. N/P, N/ 
S. 2302 Wilson Avail. 6/1. $900/ 
mo. 671-7186,920-3527 

AVAILABLE JULY 1st Walk to 
WWU 4Bdrm 1BA 111 Grant St. 
$1240 Call 360-392-0061 

2BDRM VICTORIAN duplex, 
walk WWU,W\D, disposal, gas, 
quiet, $735 mo. $675 dep. 
STUDIO APT garden, jet tub. 
$395 mo. $375 dep. 671-7329 Jim 

4&5 BDRM houses, gas heat, W/ 
D, $1375.00 for 6/1 & 9/1 leases 
360-733-4602 

SUMMER SPECIAL 4 Bd 2 Bth 
apts across from WWU 2mo. 

Lease at $550/mo Hi Spd Internet 
connection in each room. Free 
HBO/Cable. For details see 
www.uhwwu.com or all 319-3510 

GREAT NEWER 4 BD twnhse 2 
BA W/D, DW, Garage, NP/NS 
$1300/mo. 319-4965 

NEW SPACIOUS Studio. W/D, 
DW, NP/NS, Parking in secure 
building. $525/mo. 319-4965 

FOR RENT 2BD/1BA available 
in June! $600/m located less than 1 
mile from WWU. Hi Spd Internet 
connection. W/S/G & Parking Call 
(360) 656-5690 for more info. 

3BDR, WALKOUT basement 
Great location near downtown 
Fairhaven. $795 + utilities, 360-
299-0764 

FOR LEASE 733-6046 3 
Bedroom 1 1/2 Bath home, washer 
dryer gas heat great yard and 
house Happy Valley $1150/mo 
Avail 7/1 

STUDIO, 2,3+4 Bed Suites. 2 
Steps away from WWU! $250-
$1295. Call 676-0194 

1-5 BDRM houses $475-1400/ 
month leases begin 7-1 & 9-1 
viewgreenproperties.com 

RESERVE NOW at Rowan Grove 
Condos for Sept. Townhomes w/ 
fireplaces, gas HW, Mt. Baker 
views, DBL Garages, walk WWU 
For info call 671-2899 

3 & 4 Bd 2 Bth apts across from 
WWU. Now taking summer/fall 
applications. See our website for 
summer rates. Hi Spd Internet 
connection in each room. Free 
HBO/Cable. Showing model unit 
on Tue/Sat. For details see 
www.uhwwu.com or call 319-3510 

NEED APARTMENT for 
summer? Looking for someone to 
sublet from June to Aug. Dates 
negotiable. 1 rm in 2 bdrm apt w/ 
one male roommate. ,w/d,: dw, 
wsg, balconey off street parking, 
close to campus, off Bill 
MacDonald Parkway, nr. bus lines 
andHaggens. $317/mo. Call 
Aaron at 510-2290. 

N4MMHMHMH 
FOOD CRITIC! No experience 
needed. Up to $50/assignment. 
Open schedule through summer. 
Call 1-866-800-5604 

fill 

BARTENDER TRAINEES 
Needed. $250/day potential. 
Local positions. 1-800-293-3985 
x227 

NEED A Great Job? We are 
College Pro Painters. We are 
currently hiring Job Site Managers 
and Painters for the summer. $8-
10 per hour,.plus an awesome 
bonus structure! NO 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. 
Work outside and learn useful 
skills such asJmanagement, 
organization, and customer 
relations. Positions available 
throughout Seattle area. Apply at 
1-888-277-9787 or 
www.collegepro.com 

IT'S COMPETITIVE out there! 
You need the BEST RESUME to 
open the door to your future! 
Janice M. Shepherd, Certified 
Professional Resume Writer, dba 
Write On Career Keys, published 
in many Expert Resume books 
including "Best Resumes for 
College Students and New Grads" 
by JIST Works. Call now for an 
appointment — (360) 738-7958 

ROOMMATE WANTED 

ROOMMATE NEEDED To share 
4bd 2bth apt across from WWU. 
No Pets $260/mo 319-3510 

FEMALE ROOMMATE wanted. 
Study-orientated and substance 
free. All utilities paid. Phone paid. 
Cable TV w/showtime. Cable 
Internet paid. Fully furnished 
common area. Housekeeper comes 
in to clean. Off street parking. Near 
WWU $475 360-738-3038 Open 
house Sunday l-3pm 

FURNISHED ROOM in 3Bdrm 
lBth apt available June 13 to 
September 20. $345/month. 656-
5473 or www.bluemoonshark.net/ 
apartment 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
Now on Campus! Join us 
Wednesdays 12:30-1:3QVU462A. 

EXPERIENCE LIFE Abroad. 
Study in Costa Rica, Australia, 
Mexico, Europe. Visit 
www.GoWithCEA.com 

SUMMER JOBS at Camp 
Killoqua! Seeking counselors for 
boys, waterfront director and 
lifeguards. Start 6/12 through 8/16. 
Room, board and salary. Spend 
your summer working with kids at 
our beautiful 185 acre camp near 
Everett, WA. Call 425-258-5437 or 
visit 
www.campfireusasnohomish.org/ . 
campjobs. 

ADOPTION HAPPINESS is 4 am 
feedings, diaper changes, and a 
lifetime of love and laughter for 
your precious newborn. Caring 
married couple excited to become 
adoptive parents eagerly wait for 
your call. Please contact our 
adoption attorney collect at (206) 
728-5858. Ask for Joan. File 
#5260. 

HOUSESITTER 

A RETIRED executive and wife 
w/well trained dog will care for 
your home as you would for any of 
July and/or August. Many 
references Call 592-2107 
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