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November 19, 1947

Mrs. Elizabeth Rider Montgomery
3209 Alki Avenue
Seattle 6, Washington

Dear Mrs. Montgomery:

I thought it advisable, after looking over the questionmnaire,
to send it directly to Mrs. Ruth Ferguson at 400 East 49th Street, New
York, New York, and I have asked her to forward the materiel to you
when she has filled in the informstion.

Where I was able to supply the informetion, I did so, but
anything comnected personally with Mr. 0'Brien I felt she would be
much more competent to handle.

It was my privilege to have met both Mr. and Mrs. Knight
& number of times, and in fact while we were working on LASSIE COME-
HOME, Eric Enight came into the office to discuss matters with us.
He was a very colorful person with bleck hair &nd s sort of reddish
moustache and a very ruddy complexion. He had rether much of an
English accent, although not an unpleasant one, and was addicted to
wearing coats and vests that did not match!

He was & very jolly man and had only one real hatred that
I knew of and that was the way they did business in Hollywood. Of
course you may not want to use this, because it might not be advan-
tageous, but it took him a long time to decide whether he wanted LASSIE
filmed by M-G-M. Then after everything was settled, he was very co-
operative, but I believe was killed before the picture had its premiere.
In fact I am quite sure of that, since Mrs. Knight had already gone into
the WACS and we were uneble to contact her for the preview in Philadelphia.

I am quite sure that Mrs. Enight, who is now Mrs. Frederick
Lindtner, will be very helpful. She is a perfectly charming women, and
was before her marriage fencing champion in her class at the University
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of Pennsylvenis. She hes been in here to see me since her remsrriage,
and I understand she is still trying to straighten out the late Major
Enight's notes on prospective books.

Sincerely yours,
o

h Morton, Editor
Trade Depertment
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3209 Alkl Avenue
Seattle 6, Washington
February 26, 1948

“ps. Yere Knight

Springhouse Farm

Pleagant Valley

Bucks Co., Fa.

Dear Mrs. Knight:

Thanks so much for filling out my questlon-

nalre about the writing of L.ssie Come-Home. kﬂjﬁiﬁu
I thought you gave me all the information 1L ot ﬁnﬂ 4
needed, but when I began towrlte the chapter yijhe 5a°‘¢
I find I have a couple more questlcna. ;D VY Zirrﬁhﬁwj
‘L": ;.-'. :
Lbout your collie Lassie--known as Toots: *GLQE
How did you find out she was a2 come-home dng? @ :

-
Had you seld her, given her away, or left her “i. 4

somewhere at some time? If there was some

incident which revezled her as a come-home dog,

and which later served as the inspnjation for

~gggie , that is the incident 1 will highllght. f:3
Toother thing, how old was Betty at that time?=-(lnk (T~
And did Eriec Enight send the story cold to

fﬂij‘ruFL ULo _—the Pgat, or was 1t after his Flying Yorkshireman
Gfenk, ‘uﬂha (iA0n™ stopy? That ran in the Fost, didn’t 1t? —No
ra .« *
W \ Sorry to bother you agaln, but I do want to
do the besat 1 can with thls chapter.
Sincerely,
oot O'E_\.,‘__L,.[h‘xx:___\ir\}.-g_\,ku 0 Lo B, W L N
Elizabeth fider Mpntgom&ry
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Published by_John C., Winston Co.

Yearl1940

Author's real name Eric Knight Pen name Cie kij\:i}hi

A. AUTHOR'S BAGCKGROUND

Date of birth ppril 10, 1897 Place of blrth_ lMNenston, Yorkshire, Enrland

Father's occupation Jeweler Number of brothers 5 and gsisters

Father's nationality_B5ritish Mother's nationallty_  Bri tish

Kind of home during childhood (farm, small town, city apt., etc. ind@strial
area of Yorkshire, Leeds, Halifax, and suproundinq ccuntryaide, Imew hard-
ships yourg in l1lifTe, and begangiasg to work during school days

Amount of schooling (high school, college, etc,) High School

Wealthy atbirth
Economic status during childhood (poor, middle class, wealthy)poor thaeafter

Special interests as a child (sports, books, games, etc.) readinz, drawip
birdg and flowers, dogs and horses, (came to U,S. when 15, at hieh school
here interested in ice-skating, football, ics-hoclkev, ste.)

Childhood ambitions To paint or write

When did he begin to write? At 15, was copy boy on old Philad Press, as
a precocious lad was encouraged by editarizsl writers of that paper, ard
Why? had published a series of great romances of history whnich were syn-
dicated---Those were the days of Christopher ot ley on Phila, arnd

Who encouraged him? others of note, C., H. Dickerman encoursged him most.

What and when was his first recognition of success?lirst published short
story was a short-short in Liberty in 1930, then first novel "Invitation
to Life" appeared 1934, "Song on Your Burles" recommended by Rook Society
In England 1946; "Plying Yor ks hireman” Book of Month, U.5. 1958

How did he happen .to write for children? LASSIE COME HOME was first pub-
lished as a short story (long) in the Saturday Evening Post, and sditor
friend suesested it would make o wonderful book for children, EK added all
the passages he had cut to mgke it a short story and lo, it was a book!
Anything else about his background which has a bearing on his writing.

E.K. read everything and anything he ecould lay his hands on when young.

He chanced into newspaper work, when 15 and continued in 1t thereafter,
when after World War I he found that hiés eyes had been gassed and he was
color-blind so _could not be an artist (he had won medals for drawinein
Boston and N.¥.), ret urne-fl to ns wspaper work, adited jar'i-sﬁ ard Worwalk,

8o pansa ] £ [ I - nriticiam
for widich he got natlﬂn-wiﬂe &CulﬂLT. After first novel annearad was

of fered job in Hollywecod, but did not like it there, and started writing

as full time career in 1934. Before that he had only worked at his

stories and novels at nights and odd moments. His writinc all s temed
from his childhood years in Vorkshire,..
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B, THE WRITING OF THIS BOOK

Where did he get the idea for the book? From ouw own collies, we had

a come-home collle, originally named Lassie but better lmowm to us as Toots,

m—

When? (Season as well as year) 1930s...

Were the characters real people, or based on real people? Yes and no

Where was he living at the time? Springhouse Farm, Plemsmt Valley, Pa.

What was his major occupation? 'riting

Vames (also nicknames) and identitles of members of his household at

the time. (If children, give ages, ) Vife: Jere; Daughter: Betty; Dogs:

Toots; Herrile; etc.==-all collies...

Head over each night what he
Did he %talk the book idea over with eany of them?has written each day
| f

D%ﬁ i:discuss it with an editor?(Fraser of J.C.Winston (nov desd) had_idea
making LE.EF, story into a Eook.

Where and how did he get the material? (1library research, travel, person-

al experience, efc.) personal experience and ersstive genius,

When did he begin to write the book? About 1958,., rublished Dec.17,1938 in
the bat.uve..OSt

Whe pe ? In the ecountry, U.3.A.

How much had he had published when he began it? (Give names of books,)

3 novels (adult) miacellaneous short stories, includine THE ELYING YORK#

SHIREMAN, a novella, widich with ers was title storvy T f

] g title story for BOM wvol

What was his purpose in writing this EG b
Making LASSIE into a bool ircm the short story was no E“Guble at s811
83 he had cyut it opre: r e e

begred by his Iarr‘ 1v to rﬂ
How did hg write? typewri er, Eo%%nﬁaﬁd dictata} tyvewriter

__u.., 58

Where? (study, office, etc,) anywhere ;... ... . ...

4 3
1.11‘1]_1{9‘ T DLo oS o -a.l-\.r.lGu...:uj o LItT At U,:,l:,.

L]

Did he keep regular office hours, If so, what were theymorpe or less
mostly he wrote Mull mornincs

Did he revise much?  Yes Wr ite easily or laboriously? gngily and then
adited laborilously
Did he let his family or friends read his work, or try 1t out on

children? ves, both




Who made his final copies?(himself, private seeretary, public typlst,

etc. } Wife

Did bhe make an outline before writing the book? seldom, not for Lia35IE

B

Did he decide on the title first or last? 1t decided itsell
Between Ehe orlclinal story,
How lonz did it take him to write the book?revisions, the book version
gnd [urther revisionas aboutl vear

Did he work on it steadily? no

i,

Did it go fairly smoothly or did he hit rough spots? (Details of any

particular difficulty and its solutlon would be appreclated.

smoothly

Was the book accepted immediately by a publisher? sce sDOvVe

Was 1t immedistely popular on publication? ¥yes

Anything else about his writing that might be of interesi, especially any-

thing that coneerns this book Uedicated to br, Herry Jarrett, an EBnglish-

man who was a great dog expert in this country, and a sort of fostsrdfather
~to L.h., Dr, Jdarrett imported some of the I'inest collles ever seen in this
country---the Wellesbourne strain, he was a verterinary doctor, and a
TEreat dog lancler---judred many of the oubsbtanding shows iIn this country
and Genada, including the Madison Soupre Garden lztional show several
times. B.K. was very fond of IlIr. J. who, at 80,1is still alive.
C. ILLUSTRATIONS

How muach did he have fto do with the 1llustrstions of his hook?¥

He originslly did a set of illustrations of his own in black and ".'hii:E,fT
as well as & color jackelt for boolk, but Wiraston aecldad on nirmse.
If he did them himself, which came first, the plctures or the text?

He was in touch with Kirmse when she was doinz the illustrations, and
ariawered all questlons she had to put to him on type of domr, etc.

i

What medium did he work in? B lipel Jded

How much experience had he had in illustrating?




D. WHAT SORT OF FERSON EE WAS

What did he look like when he wrote this book? (Dark or fair?)VeryDritish

Tall or short? Tall Thing or plump? Thin
Color of eyes? lazel Wore glassesj 1o, exceptionally =ood sight

longish_ and
not affectedly so
Curly or straight?Slight wave How did he wear 1t? parted on ripght

Any special features of his afpearance (sguare jaw, dimples, stoop, etc.)
Fifis shaped head, mood hair line with shock of hailr undisciplined, clean nape;

prominent cheek bones, moustache, typlical ¥orkshire aquiline nose,
eye s and forenead all Iined with smile lines,
Was he quiet or talkative} latter Friendly or reserved?__both

Did he laugh a great deal or was he usually grave? Contacious lauchter, hearty
could also be deadly sericus and eloquently so,

Was he quick-tempered or calm and placid? red-head temperament

What sort of clothes did he wear most when writing?(sports, sults, slacks,
sports clothes, mostly farming clothes-- blue jeans and wool shirtd
elc.

R S i

Favorite occupatlons and hobbles? Farming, wood-carving, does, horses, ice-
skating, making furniture, playing piano or pianoc accordion, singing, etec...
What was his normal speech like? (lieticulously correct, colloguial,

To Americsasns he sounded Brdi tish, with the
alangy, abrupt, ramgling, etc.) soft Yorkshire burr, to British he scemed

Americanized; voice deep and resonmnt

What were some of his pet expressions and exclamations? Toe varied to note,
dependsd on mood, sometimes Yorkshire dialect, sometimes Americen slang

If strongly religious, give denomination

Any other deteils about him, no matter how trivial, which might help
Healthy, ruddy complexion, not large In

me to picture him in my own mind frame, a mixture of robustness and senst-
tivity, he was perfectly framed in the outdoors, but equally at home 1n a
drawing room; incredibly versatile, outemoing yet deeply humble, his physiecal
presence would dominate a room and he loved to entertein with story or music
or showing off his animals; mostly he loved his fellow men and wanted to ask
the aguestions which would bring remedies for the world's worst ills,..
Can you direct me to any articles or books which have been written aboutb

Wnit Burnett in varlous end papers of STORY magazine... Bilographical
him? notes in various magazines which published his stories (Fsaguire, Sd.

Eve,Post, BtC.) H.C.#ilson Directory of Authors & Library Reference

Biographies, Who's Who, etc,..

If you have a photograph or snapshot of him of about the vintage of this

book, I would appreciate i1t. Of course I would return it promptly.




