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LOIS LENSKI GREENACRES, R. F. D. No. 1 TORRINGTON, CONN.

Now. 12. 1947

Elizabeth Rider Montgomery
3209 Alki Ave.
Seattle 6, Washington

Dear Miss Montgomery:

Your letter and questionnalire came the other day,
and I am much interested in your proposed book., It should be a
labor of love to compile it - I must say I really envy you:
Children seem to be so interested in the autitors behind their
books, and so many schools do "author projects.” For these
reasons, 1 feel sure that such a book will fill a real need
and become very popular.

I have filled out your guestionnaire as well as I
could in the limited space at my disposal., Of course, the methods
used in my picture books are different from my older books where
there is more of a atory; and a good many of your gquestions
apply to the latter type of book rather than to a pieture book.
However, I have done the best I can.

The articles which were published about me and my work
last year in connection with the Newbery medal for STRAWBERRY GIRL
(and which I have listed for you) will give you a pretty good
idea of the personal side. In addition, I am sending you a clip=-
ping from a Hartford paper, which gives some idea of the way I
combine professional work and domestie. I am also enclosing an
outline which I made out for the use of Mrs. Lovelace for the
background of her HORN BOOK article. This has an elaboration of
the facts behind the evolution of the "Mr. Small" books, which
will interest you; the rest about my historical and reglonal books
for older children you may disregard, but I would like to keep 1t
all together., These two items I must ask you to return as soon
as you have finished with them. The folders you may keep. I am sure
you could get the use of some of the Mr. Small "cuts" from Oxford,
if your article is to be illustrated.

I have, for a long time, wished to do a complete story
about "Mr. Small" whom Frederick Melcher has nicknamed "That Famous
American,” or have wished that Funice Blake of the Oxford Fress
would do it. There is a whole anthology of stories about Mr, Small
and his devoted fane that needs to be written. Since the war, the
books are going into foreign countries, too - The Scandinavian,
Spanish, and other languages. Before the war, they were in English,
South African and Arabic editions. So little Mr. Small is riding
all over the world.

With beet wishes for the success of your book, and do let
me know if I can help further in any way. Sincerely,







Lois Lenski
R. E. D. No. 2, Torrington, Conn.
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Real name Mwvs. Arthuy cguf_qrr Pan name L—ﬂls qusk; (’h“laldﬂhhﬂhg‘)

What do your family and friends call you? Lois

A, TOUR BACEGROUND

Date of birth Ock. M 1893 Place of birth Springfield, Ohio
Father's occupation Clﬂr‘i!qmin Humber of Brothérs & and sidters ZL
Father's nationality Arerican Mother's nationality AME.?IC.EH

Kind of homs during childhood (farm, amall town, city apt. etc.) Small town
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Hconomic gtatus during childhood (poor, middle cla.ﬂss wed EE}; 16 ,,;c_;-"
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Specilal interests as a child (aports, books, games, etc,) Wsall five lucntleicf

ual smakl- mes ¥ Spoyts Wc_g_lngﬁ M Boolts ECHN‘;ME;
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Childhood ambitiona 4o Sew ;, 48 dvaw 1 Ju‘fea:.k e wirite .

When did you begin to write? |n 1926 MheHI w-y-rﬂ_ W{IM'I' broofle ; Sk'lPFn‘NG-;::M"
pod e 1T
Why ? TﬂWthfMﬁquﬁmWﬁwMﬂd

Who encouraged you? Hale.n Ueah Fisle M.lu.a..q ted oy I]T'Mﬁ Shkeo Co. 12
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What and when was your firat auccesa or I’CGGL_,DJ."C:LDH‘? Frove 1922 -1927 3 had
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WataTed o Muber ) botis {vrﬂ'un.l_) pehtclarve,
How did you happen to write for children? &l ‘HM{ VA E-MM decan

--n}rthln,g else about your background ‘.l'.blﬂ"]. has a bearing on your writing.
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B. IHE WRITING OF THIS BOOK (am pebibeig 194 %-
Where did you get the idea for the book? Frivm Py Son g*f"'c"""‘-_, ﬂfn-'l‘, Aad

.-{1,{_'/0 4 Whecn . ' .

Al 3 47 -_.:.._ " e ATLAEET Wi Wd,ﬂ-‘ﬁ:.
e | PP Y AAeenad do ~ P - vl e Ao MM [+
iPen? (Season as well ag ear]%%wh -1433 - < 1 tan & Lo,
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Where were you living at the time? Q4 wy 1
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Names (also nicknames) and identities of members of your househbld at +

the time, (If children, give ages.) M WWM,WM
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Do you let your family or friends read your work, or try it out on
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Who makes your final copiea? (yourself, private secretary, public
typiat, etc.) ) owalre all copues - :
Did you make an outline before writing the book? Fwwy slder b it

Did you decide on the title first or last?_Whesswed ot l-wﬁ Sgqert JZ'-‘{;
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How long did it take you to write the book?

Did you work on it steadily?

Did it go fairly smoothly or did you hit rough aspots? (Details of any

particular difficulty and its solution would be appraeciated.)
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Was your book accepted immediately by a publisher?

W T
Was it immediataly popular on publiscation? W hed a seasnalily qood safe IRL fes
; Year; e Levranad L™ X 14.,.._..,
Anything else about your writing that mizht ’be of intereat, especia
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C. ILLUSTRATIONS

How much did you have to do with the illuastrations of Fyour book?

Y Aade Ui all L%adf Tha Vvt wao wulli B ﬂﬂﬁfﬂﬁm@wvflhﬁ+tL£iuﬂn,

If you did them vourself, which came first, the pictures or the text?
ﬂlg.{-wu«v{ﬂm+wqmn_ﬂ-q M&Mf’i’v Quuﬁmﬂ
What medium did you work in? _ Wmah M-’b‘lﬁ?ﬂ I.-‘h.. +hu-—= 1 v '["'"a*-
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How much experience had you had in illustrating? ay uuu*pbq4#y¢ aa.




D. WHAT SORT OF PERSON YOU ARE
R e~ Yo

What did you lock like when you wrote this book? Dark or fair?

Tall or short? -—Fa Q. Thin or plump? “Inediuwsn~ :
Color of eyea? -iﬂbax. Wore glagses? Theme v [934. q*ﬂwfgj
zxnnJaﬁz ¥ cling. Wevla
Color of hair? Adind - wmﬁnd of hair--long or short? ﬁmmmh_ o -
d : oo a St Colee
Curly or straight? cuw~ly How did you wear it?’ g
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Any special features of your appearance (square jaw, dimplss, atoop,

atc.)
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Are you quiet or talkative? : Friendly or reserved?
=" """

Do you laugh a great deal or are you ug_uil_lg___g_x_-glg_?'

Are you quick-tempered or calm and Dlaciﬁ?
What sort of clothes do you wear most when writing? (sporta, suits,
alacks, etc.)

Favorite occupations and hobbies? Fe | 3 ],ﬂ¢411L§ HP

What is your normal speech like? (Meticulously corract, collogquial,

alangy, abrupt, rambling, etcs) Rlas '~ A Mmfx' S AGE R

What are some of your pet expressions and exclamations?

If strongly religious, give denomination.

Any other detalls about yourself, no matter how trivial, which might

help me to picture you in my own mind.

Can you dirsct m ggkﬂﬁigc gg, or books which-have been written
about you? Hsan b E}u.&; 1946 OaLiee, l11 MWMavd Hond M

p%%w}millﬁ%b . CRW. G- Val
WMM:&% i Heleww Dawe Feal

Ca -E- M -y - Pw KT
If yolh have a phogmgraﬂé g;vgggpiﬁht cf youraae of about the wintage

of your book, I would appreciate it, Of course I would return it

promptly.




