Fromssees Clasyenn MiAxA
Vi : 7
95 Hasakllne Road
Boulder, Golorado
Noresmbhar 14, 1947

Elizabeth HRider kontzomery
Sa08 Alki Avenus= "
Seattle 6, Washingtom

Dear Miss MHontgomery,

How interssting your books do soundl] Some of the titlss are very fam-
iliar, but I have rsead none of them. LikKe many Lietloneers, I teks
ot a good deal of oy reading on my own. That 1g not so staif—-:'.nnwrad
a5 it sounds; for some btime +the actual hours L been lacking, with
a fdear bedfaat mother in our home: and for stil)] longer the ability
to read much, becauge of slowly increasing cataracts and other eye
difficultles, together with this appareantly everlasting migreins, Thet
iz off the record, though,

I'm delighted that you wish to inolude SHUTTERED WINDOWS in this new
book. It means much to ma, And, by the way, I am sanding ohe preasent-
day snapshot, for I hardly recognize mysall in these ten-year-past
mletures.




This blt really belonzs to two of your questlons, the one as fo
spaclal diffioculties and the later ons -"anything =lse about your
8 ey it iI‘lE =

werea my goel, and I c¢hose Mather pr 1ly becauss it hed s practise
teaching school on its campus, with pelnty of (lovable!l) little children,
many of “them from the most utterly primitive homes,

Vihen T went down to the sea islantlaI the gtorles sbout little children

Before this I had spent some time getting acquainted with other minority
groups in their own environment, and had found them pretty easy to

make Trlends with. Hera, I was warned, the problem would be different:
I must not expect to £ind the teen-aga girls friendly, nor at aell op

to friendly advances from the resented white, &,..M-n wﬂfﬂp aj-!'-ﬂ-ﬁff

S50 I was careful to meke 1t ¢lear that I Had no intentions of using them
in my writing, A% first I tried my beat not to act like a writer at
all, but that didn't werk, for I kept being asked to spesk in classes
and chapel and so on. Soon I gave up concealing my guilt, but mmmexx
mede it known thet I was writing ebout small childrsn - my only inftent.
The girls warmed up steadily; hurry as much as I could, I'd find my room
done, when I came up from breakfast, and a neatly lettered and decorated
card cn the plllows, saying, "Good ¥orning, Mrs. Means!! end berhaps

a vase of flowers or & boubonnlere of opoponax on the dresser; and at
night the bad would be turned down, with the card turned about and saying ,
"Good night, Mrs, Meansl™



They tock me on hiked through the wonderful dusky woods: they had a
party for me. And when the last day of my visit cams, there wers
three or four wheo tried all day to get a visit with me. Always
thers gsemed to be a teacher thers shead of them, and I'd loock up
only to see 8 disappointed face bob back out of sight, Time for the
evening bell ceame, end still they hed failed, so I asked the
préneipal if they might come anyway, She consented, and they poursd
in,with as meny more as the room would hold, in nigﬁt-iaa, robes,
slippara — and usually with firmly tied heads, so that the damp
bresezes should not "teke out the straight.”

Till near midnight they talked, They told about their hopes and
fears and lmmediate plans. And at last there was a flash of eyes
betwaen two of the leadersg, Susan and Jessle Ree; snd as if by pre-
arrangement , Jessie Ree (volatile, brilliant, poetis), burst out,
"Mist Means, we wish you'd write a book mbout us! Just ms if wa were
white girlaf =~--And leave the nroblem out,"

There was googellesh all over me and dew in my eyes.
Then Susan, a leader, tall and stralght and independent, who became the

beginning of my Harrdet sald something that made the dew thicken: "0h,
Jessie Resl Nobody sould write about uz and leave the problan oub,”

Well, you see? I hed to write that book, though I hed not mesnt to af all.




a3

The then edlitor in the Children's Department of Houghton wag
distressed but prefty determined. &Such a book, with neither the
comie nod the tragic stressed, would have a painfully limited sals,
At the tlme I was corresponding with Wilme MoFarlandi, the wividly
interasting editor (then) of Portal, Methodist publicetion for
girla, I think I had just ocut Thngiad Waters for a serisl for her,
I added a postdgcript to a letbter, telling her of my publishers!
unwlllingneas o have me do this book and asking her whether sha would
liks & serlel of that sort. & Joyful assent came back by alr, with
the assurance that it would have book publication even if Houghton
didn't want 1t,

Houghton scon 4id, I'm glad %o say, They have always been remarkably
liberal in their attitudes. Ira Rich Kent, who long had charge of
my ovwn work, hed been editor of Youfh's Companien, to whioh I had
sold some of my first stories and poems, That wes the reason I sent
him my firgt boolk, Candle In the Mist, and I always thanked my lucky
stars, for he was the kind of publisher thet embodled all the baest,
kindeat, most delightful, It was a desp personal blow to receive word
of his death Just two ¥ears ago. My wholse Temily felt 1t.

As to Shuttersd Windows, there was an initisl difficulty which I ne-
glected to mentlon: my own superficlal perscnal acguaintence with the
glanorously beautiful region, Freviously I had tried alwars to use
the thoroughly familiar ground....Then 1t ococurred to me thet the
difficulty could be obviated by having my viewpoint character (Herriet)




an ouhlander herself, seeing as unfemiliar a scene as I did, and
with as limited & knowledge of it, I really did think that wes
a little bit smart of me,

Miss Walters, then the prineipal of Mather, was interested in the
evolving book, and through her I instituted a prize contest Tor
letters which should tell of customs, sayings, superstitions,

and elements whioh the girls would like to see embodied in "their
book," That brought me & great deal of matsrial., And when the
book had had its second writing, I sent it to liiss Walters, and she
read it aloud to her senior English class, for careful scrubtiny.
The teachers also scanned it with care for inaccuracies.

Yes, the glrls seemed to like it, when it wes done....L have kept in
touch with a number of them, through the years.

Another thing I forgot, in the questiomnaire, was & particularly
silly set of nicknames which we used: my husband was Pebblers, I
was Spugg , Bleanor was Larky, and Pixy, her little terrier, was
Gann, Don"™ ask me why, Other home nicknames for me - well, one
hes always been Gypsy; and another, my late beloved father's,

My Son Tommy. I'm mostly Mom to my deughter; and the four

adorable grandchildren (from three to nine) named me Nenny when I
called myself Granny to them. My husband is Boppa.,----That Gypsy
really is confidential, since it i1s my husband®'s own name for me,
and I give it onli to addf a .touch to the pioture....All my newer

it st ot




friends, when they begin to use my first name, first disdain the
Flossy they hear older friends use - "How absurd, for youl" - but
almost everyone comes to it. -

Life has been so intereating - so exciting in a quiet way - thatg

I could go on indefinitely when sorieone really asks for it! Work
with the Indians has been a delight, and has led to many adventures
and to a Hopl Sun-Clan name and a Hopi namesake, now beginning

her nurse's training at Ganado, Arizona, As I suggested in the
dedication of Assorted Sisters, the latest, I have an Assorted
Family, Have just been dressing a doll for Christmas, for Flossy
Lee, my Chinese granddeughter in Shenghai; have three mope "erand
children” there, and a daughter; and A Spanish-American femily to whom
I am always Nanny (Jody doesn't think our blood-kin grandchildren
really belong to me as he does); two Japanese who call me Aunt Flo,
two Burmese girls who call me Aunt Flossy; and so on, I like it,




And my best wishes to you in this fascinating project,

Slncerely yours,




FLoRENCE CRANNELL MEAN®

Tl ARl T

595 Baseline Road
Boulder, Colorado
January l2. l94c

1Tss Elizapeth Rider llontgomery
3209 Alki Avenue
Seattle 6, Washington

: P
Dear Miss (or is it Iirs.?) Montgousry, (of,&fcectld— M“TM s
Wi, , S p00)
It has been a pleasure to read the chapter you have written about
Shuttered Windows., I like it, and am grateful to have so fine a
piece of publicity for the book, There was practically nothing
that seemed to need change. One 1little point, which I have noted
on the seript, 1s that it was a particular group of Negroes
that I was warned about: these Gullahs on the islunds off the
coast and in the Carolina Lowlands., The other, even more triviel,
paint, is that I don't recognize myself when I wear an "ie," for
it has always been "Flossy" in our family. DBefore I send it back
to you I'1ll ask my husband to read 1t over, too, and note anything
that he may not like; but I don't see how there cen be anythingl

I am delighted with the list of other books you have chosen, also,
end proud to be included in that goodly company. We shall be
watching for your book.

Don't you think there are a terrific number of Us VWriters that

are bedeviled with migraine? I was much interested iIn your exper-
ience with it, for it is the second time these eye exercises have
been commended Ho me on that score., I know a little about them,
and we have one book on the subject, but I have been deterred by
the urgeney of my particular physicians and eye specialists. How-
ever, deep though my debt to physicians and high though my regard
for them, I think they are remarkably slow in letting down their

barriers against the new, Don't you?

About six years ago I had my eyes examined for "aniseikonia", rather
newly discovered eye defect, and was found to have a marked degree
of the defect, and given glasses which for & long time cut my
migraine attacks to four or five a year (of the prostrating ones,
that is) from the two a week which I had been having, - meaning
mhityxx intervals only when bought by shots of gynergen. But a
year of caring for my dear bedridden mother, after several years
When she was pertially bedridden, and months when she was my
beloved helpless baby, and then her death last Mareh, - these have
brought the migraine back, and more nearly incessant than ever.
The dector thinks it is the prolonged overdraft of energy and enmo-
tion, together with slowly increasing cataracts,

Aind have you noticed the opinions of medical men recently, after



much study? That all these other things - allergies, eyes,
overwork - may be the trigger to set off the attack; but that
the cause is an inherited over-cansitivity of the brain? I
suppose we are almost all too high-keyed. But if I had to
give up this prismatic world of mine, in exchange for entirs
freedom from the unutterable distress of migraine - well, would

I?

But I shall get the Aldous Huxley (one of my friends had it

laid out for me not long ago, I recall) and read it thoughtfully,
in the light of your experience, If you have time, do tell me
whether -~ Ne, you needn't, for I am pretty sure you must have
taken the treatment under a specialist,

It has been fun to meet you, and I shall hepe to hear from you
again some day, And come and see us when you are in Colorado

Cordially yours,

Tlrence Mears

P.8. My husband read the chapter and came in with the
peculiarly blank look of & man who has had & thing ex-
plained twice while he was away exploring the possibili-
ties of the income tam, "What is this, dear?" Both
giggling and scolding, I explain., "Well, it's finel"™ he
gays heartily, "It's really finel"

And if you knew how discriminating he is, you'd really
like that.
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Palmer Lake, Colorado

July 20, 1948
Thenk you so much for the carbon of your definitive
chapter on S.W., - I like it very much indeed. You
mey be interested to know that S.W. has just outrun
all my other fourteen Houghton books on sales - and
isn't that gratifying for its theme? o ccaeeee--
Thank you too for the information about the eyes...
We are here at our beloved mountain shack, but
only briefly: all gey paint, bright ecalico, log
fires, spruce trees, Come see us.----And please
give my regards to your Janet and tell her how
glad I am that she likes my bocks.=~---Would not
let a post card do if deadlines were not just now

pressing, You know! Juwusaly,
Wossnee Cannill Nlane
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A, WOUR BACKGROUND
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BE. THE WRITING OF THIS BOCK

Where did you get the idea for the book?_ On the spot. Visiting the sea
iglands off the coast of South Carolina, to write two little paper-covered
books of stories about little children in the Deep South,

When? (Season ag well as year) Autumn, Ioakx 1936, (good thing I keep a diary)

Were the characters real people, or based on real people? Based on peal
people, Great-Grandmother's originsl was a majestic old women vwheom I met
on the amazine little island Hilton's Head, when one of the teachers from

LieTher Schooly we ggentertainsd at her "grand!'s™ home, Others were pupi
Where were yot*Mving at the time?_Denver in winter, Palmer lake guiather,

; in gummers
What was your major occupation? Homemaking and writing.

_

Names (also nicknames) and identities of members of your household at

the time, (If children, give ages.) liy father and mother, who had retired
and built on an epartment so that we were under one roof bubt had separate
homss; my husband, Carl (too meny nicknames for him), and our dauzghber, Hleanor,
thTough college 8nd @ graduate course in fine arts, writing a 1little herself
(much more since), and serving ag Counselor for & Ceamp Fire gopup in one of
ouT Schools in the underprivileged districo, so that our house was a happy —
Did you talk the book idea over with any of them? Plemty, elwaysi this time
my husband & bit discouraging, only because fearing repercussions for me,
Did you discusas it with an editor?Yes; Houghton thought it e very bsd beb
from & monetary standpoint., Wilma licFarland, editor of PORTAL, was enthusilasti
Where and how did you get the material? {iibrary rasearch, %ravel,

pergonal experience, etc,) All three ways - four, counting the stestsra. Got
everything I could find at the library. Had Tirst been impelled to write .
something when we mede our first motor trip to the Dsep South, sbout xg2s-/93Y
meds enobher Lrip ond setbled down on the campus at Mather, boarding school fo

When did you begin to write the book?_ July 5, 1937 girl

angtly,

Where? FPalmer Lake, at our mountain cabin: in my spruce tree stﬁﬁy,'afﬁfi?l £

circle of spruces on the hillside behind the cabin. : 1]
How much had you had publighed when you began it? (Give names of books

Refael and Consuelo (junlior sze Friendship E
Great opirit,aitto, candle in the liigt, Ranch and Ring, Bowlful of Stars,

vhat was your purpose in writing this Dook? Duskg Day, E%qug% Wood, Tangled y
Purpose: L0 give happinesas ©O the girls at'@ , who had asked me O S

Do you keep regular office hours?yelf a0, what are they?9 to 18 than;hq
9:30 To Le ILOW.
Do you revise much? < g Write easily or laboriously? Basilys first

: white girls to Negro girls. o
o
How do you write? (typewriter, long-hand, dictate) Typewriter - hunt end @
DECK, a3
Where? (study, office, etc.) g 'in winter home, spruce tree study im - ¥
SUIILEL E
e
=t

o

v ul rapid.
Dq@%ﬁ%nfétju}}:;fur jllaramiai‘;,r or friends read your work, or try tfi:t out on. . .

Iy fami 1wavs read or hear my books firgt; then my writ -
children? ¥y & 1? 5 5 of them in Denver); and when the setting
18 at all strenge to me, I have the script care ¥ read Dy one or more

people who are on the ground. :

]

E




l?g Anything else about your ﬂritin" that might be of 1nuarest, aaﬁablalI 

& caq 60 aech , bt i Cillze cold ard Aeisy
‘l«nﬂ:lﬂu’"‘w, oot We éﬂ-@f.- 5

Who makes your final copies? (ycurself, private sacratary‘, p.au::lic:

typist, etc.) With few exceptions, I myself. Love %o uD itae

Did you make an outline before writing the book? Yes.

Did you decide on the title first or last? First if possible, last 1f

n 8 Fyou i xirg’gg the book? t wri first revislon
2ol Erded hnERE2 Final revision anotlter EI;JT}.F:‘:-'S._.. Sl 2

Dfﬁ you worl on 1E—§EEEHTIEVIF%ueen second and Tinsl revislon, & long .
interval, for reading in E-TEﬁﬁﬁEF1ﬁE;ffET7EE5EE'EHﬁ_EF_fEmIiF"EEﬁ*fIIanﬁ3n
Did it go fairly smoothly or did you hit rough spots? - (Details of any

harticular difficulty and its solution would be appreciated.) o TS
dlfficulty. Lt flrst I had a "my5uary“ Qfle h331das tha mfatery of

- - - —- - alal=ha [ 1 &= alz ‘Eh

c1d tﬂmbs whlch i saw in the wmods ﬂurinp uaL—Batwaaﬁ—btates. As I went
DI, : : : R gut itG.

i} our book sccepis
aﬁr¥ad to Glsauagg ?Eﬁqji?i%al# f% £ pali}huléiﬁithggimreﬂwrg_ws in spite of he;‘mlp - te3

oo

-

Was it immediataly pﬂpular en publication? I think it was,

anything that concerns this book., Swle.. M W

C. ILLUSTRATIONS

How much did you have to do with the illustrations of your book? Not a

great deal. If it were Tanhleﬁ.laters or Great Day, I'd have good stories
sit painter - Reinold, I belleve - WhO did

megnificent glcturas of the Island Negroes, could be secured. However,
L i g, and they have seemed generally, tnnugh

ariably, acc ta‘u e to the Negro reader.
=7 ‘}8113 &E{ E% ;‘rrdur:lsi, u;imﬂ came f]I‘Et the pictures or the text?’

What medium did you work in?

How much expsrience had you had in illustrating? You probably dontt care ebo

'%nsWar to this; but I had ¢reat ﬂraams of 111ustrat1ng my own, Did illustra
e found SN 9-t voelf as uossibla]

not at all aqual to the ﬁemanﬂ:s of '}rasent-—{iay pub1 :.sners. However, 1 find

ﬂy‘ i BLUGAL L L] TE Y e TS i 211 B & &d‘?&ﬂtﬁl I!lﬁ]iiﬂ

me hard to satisfy; aomathing lil{a an automobila nassangar who is able to
drive and so is watchful and eritical of the driver.




D, WHAT SORT OF PERSOW YOU AHE
" Very "dark gittin' light"}!
Wihat did you look like when you wrote this boolk? Dark or fair? Brunet;_grarim

Tall or short? o411 Thin or plump? Medium

Color of eyes? Derk brown Viore glasses? yes, since seven years old

(then)
Color of hair? plsgk. praving, Kind of hair--long or short? Short then, no,

half and ha if
Curly or straight? guprly How did you wear 1t? One side long, in braid

across head, >
iny specilal features of your appearance (square. jaw, dimples, stoop,

etc.) Dear, dear: a nose that caused me as much suffering as Amy Lgrehts,

Are you quiet or talkative? Talketive,  Friendly or reserved? Friendly/
Iy seven-year-old grandson sat on the edge of my bed last
Do you laugh a great deal or are you usually grave? summer (migraine

puttinz me down & graat deal) and crooned fondly, "Hanny is aIways 1augﬁiﬁg.
:ﬁ-e vou guicle -tewr‘}i or calm and plac.:u:l"
M yuowb. Gz-lgﬂ — g P
hat Bo¥t of clothes do wear most when wrlging?

alacks, ete,) m

WRITING' painting; motoring; getting
Favorite occupations and hobbisg? aesualntag with a1l kinds of ﬁeople, Fﬂjjh‘
¥ ¥
What is your normal speech like? (Meticulously torrect, colloquial,
Pretty correct, but with plenty of "contrac-

glangy, abrupt, rambling, etc.) tions ., My daughter discourdages my sl&ng,

Which iPa says I use with enthusiasm but alsc With 1inaccuracy.
What are some of your pet expreasions and exclamationsa?

If atrongly religious, give denomination.Baptist, Also 2 member of the

Wider Quaker Fellowship, and head of the fellowship of the little Iriends'
ﬁy other details about yourself, no matter how trivial, which nght

C omu 1E Church at Palmer Lakef /
me to Picture you in my own mln&.mmi
fﬁﬂbhﬂﬂ*ﬁrh 2 e E*t Gelt  Age sty s IIF
e " P B Y T H—we - = e gy A I ;,

g - 1 . ;o > SES A r i
G "". o o L ! i T _& Mﬁ-u g 4 f-,.._;,..p.m g 'f ﬁ

i
Can you direct me bo any articles or books which have besn written

about you? siri Andrews wrote an article which weés published by HORN BOOK

early in 1945 and ranrinted by Houghton for ﬂlsfrlﬁufiﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁhfﬁ_ﬁﬁstn
(Mol 44 . : L s 2ty oo

If you have a photograph or snapshot of yourself of about the vintage

of your book, I would appreciate it. Of courss I would return it

prompbly .



