- VWigshington, Connl,
e Jan, 12, 1948,

Near Mias lontzomery:

I think this is & very good little =keteh. I have made two or
three very minoy corrections, "Biwablk, Mion." rather then Iowe. I must have
slippad on the debata thing - I coached debate for four years in high school
and adllege but not in this school,

Thenks very much for thinking of me end the best of luck for vour book.
1t sounds like 81 execellent idea, especially for schools end libreries,

Sincerely,

Tl

There might be 8n emising line in the fact that I started this story about

a place where it often gets to be 40 below zitting ifMfrontof two open poot-
holes with the eleotric fan poing. Yhen we resched New York there wesz & foot
or 2o of snow on the ground. il
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ublighod by /_TDodd, Mead & Co, ... ¥6am1935
Real name Thilip Duffield Stons Pen name_ Fhil Stong
iihat do your family and friends call you? Phdl, to mny fece.

A, ¥OUR BACKEGROUND

Data of birth gan on 1800 Ploce of birth Eepsauous, Iowe
Fathar's cecupation yerohent Humber of Brothars £ and sigtera’

11‘”%@%&* s yitsy Amerisen Mother's nationality Seme - both Pamilies
o this untry before
rfir% lmne -:furuu" %hlﬁﬂﬁﬂm%, sma}_l towr, clty apt, eto. }Fs.rm and

_small town here_Keogeyqua, Tows,
smount of schooling (hizh achool, college, ate.) A, B, (Litt. Doy IL.D.)

Eoconomic atatus during childhood (poor, middls clzas, wealthy) M.C.

Spacial intereata ss a cohild (sports, books, games, ato.) Beading, musie,

veried athletics = fanthell, wrestling, boxine, srdmming.
Childhood anzbit:unna_mmmin, medieine, law, stec.)
ffhen did you bogin to write? fizg_zoon pe I hed enough renmenship.
WhY? Borm 1481 = wpiting wes the only wey to get awsy with it.

Who ancouraged you? YVarious pecple - prineipelly my English Professor in
I,Qﬂ]&la%q, ewis Worthington Smith of Dreke versity.
BaAt ana wnen was your 1irast auccess or recoznition? Stete Falr - 193E.

How did you happen ta write for children? The editors at Doubleday & Co.,

icated by Stete Fair. "Ferm Boy" waz

AE _\%B;mf n]fﬂ-E ahout your %ﬁkg

round whith has ODdaring on your vriting,

= ehildhood. Garlend and Hough snd
—wzhes hed hed slmost onr first natlopal recognition, My uncle, E.H.Herlan,

Enew all

—bhrag,—h-di-stant reletive, VMr=, Tulis Beldwin, of Eeosaugus had hed &

begt=seller. My mother, also, thought that an smthor was s shads highsr then
g President. No way out of the trap even if I had wented out.
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B, [HE WRITING OF THIS BOOK

Where did you get the idea for the book? In 1920 in & Hotel ip Flv, Minn,,
where I had gone to pley footbell with the Biweblk town tesm. Eefore lunch some

chep t0ld me B fescinating story about a town mooge, which lingered with me
for fifteen yeara.

When? (Season as well az year) About Novemb ow, Lo
run even a moose into a stable, (BlyY won, 25-13, or something like that),

Ware the oharactsrs real people, or based on real peepla? gharegteristics
darived from varlous people, of coursze. I was tesching In Biwebik end it was
egsy to make Blloys.

Where were you living st bhe time? Tyop Renge of Winpesote when I heard the
story = boat in the Caribbesn and apertment in NYC when I wrote it.
What was your major occupation? Weiting, Prewlously I haed been on the old

New York World end meny other publicetions a= writer and editor.
Nomes (also niclnemea) and identities of members of your household at

the time, (If children, givas ages.)_ HNo children - wifé frecuently referred
to a8 V=A, Nare i Virginis.

Did you talk the book ldea over with any of thﬁm?mmm.wife
end editor at Dodd and hed some helpful suggestlons. -
Did you discuss it with an editor?_ covered shove,

fihers and how did you got the material? (library research, Gravel,

parsonal axperience, etc.) Covered above,

When did you begin Lo write Ghe book? op s 1ittle holidey in the Oaribbesn

that yeer,
Whara? Covered above, The thing took sboub three weeks and I did a mejor part

during & ro winter tr.i.Ip. on the way haq&bk to NY. when oufr friends were ill.
How much had you had published when you began it% (Glve namea ol boolks

MState Feirp", "Fapm Bojy "Strenge ] :

Career™, Worked on the movies of the novels. :
What was your purposo in writing this book? fAmuse ascme of the younger
pitizens and keep myeelf in business.

How do you write? [(iypewrlter, long~hand, dictate]_ Typae,

Where? (study, office, stc.) Stoudy, =¥

Do you keep reguler office hourat If so, what are t'hﬂ‘:r? No. YWork mpst days,
at least & little. Bacause of A.M. nwWep. 'nack?' und work most lete at night.
Do you revise much? Vepy J44tFgite easily or laboriously? yhiech day? Sometimes

* tim AL da 500 in & week.
iI:-tD I:.;u-giua fa%‘rﬁi‘;,ga{?:r‘ E|E;I‘nhEuIl[*ﬁlE.;L 1y ?:E' %;P:-iend:?ar'ﬁﬂé?&i %‘Gﬁugraq.mr -':,E or E&rﬂﬂglrl ﬂit ﬂu‘g' an

children? ¥v wife : s pATE lous bu - 51 is
Gold-Fiege®, "The Hollow Skin", ete.] &2nd else a firat-rate Englisch end Latin
scholar, (Taught Latin in a West Point cosching achool). In generel I wouhd
consider it & poor ides, but wlith her special trainings she iz very helpful.



Who makes your final copiea? (Fourgelf, private zecreatary, publie

typiat, ato.) FF agent's tyning hureen

Did you make an outline before writing the boolk? No. Why would one on &
simple tale?On some novels I sochedule general movemeBntE on 4 1edl Of TOL& pAEDET

Did you decide on ths title first or lestf After the story wes plinned but
bafores wri ; Sl
ﬁnw fnng &%&E{t teka you to write tha Dook? 3=4 weeks,

Did you work on it stezdily? Interrupted between the tour end resettlement in
Amerdca, Ordinarily I would have wurEEﬂ steadlly. OLOTIEs NEg a8t ON&s
Did it go fairly smoofhly or did you hit rough apots? (Details of any

particular difficulty and itz solution would be appreciated.) In &s short a
story ez this one is not likely to hit difficulties. In the adull novels I

heve often hed trouble beceuse the cheracters would not act for the best in-
terestz of the plot. Once they establish themselves they mey or mey not try to
it in to the narrative struecture. This eslls for arbitration, of coursa.

Wes your book accepbed immedistely by a publisher? "State Falr" accepted third
time out,. Sinee then, all books eontracted in amdveance. ==
Waa it immediatsly popular on publication? Very good advance.

Anybhing else about your writing that might be of interest, esapecially

anything that concerns this boolt. As you gan see, though thls wes only my
second juvenile, I had a fairly gdEEfEE%fE?EﬁEH‘ET‘EEEEFEI‘WTTEIE§"=“E“raw
novels, & good deal of periodicel material, long experience with newspapers,
magezines, symdicates — even advertisingi =nd movies, This predicates a certaln
flueney — given & rood story, suck es the one I heard up on the Iron Range,

one is feirly certEin to get & mildly successrul DOOK. ;

. ILLUSTRATIONS

How much did you have to do with the illuastrationa of your hboolk? Hurt Wiese,
the illustrator, end I are collsborators, rather thsn suthor and ETTISE. I
wrted" passages in this thet seemed good piecture stuff. I've never done S0
2ince — Kurt and I understend each other completely. FUurt needs no i-ing . Hurt
ident that he will get gituations for his styles end T am

blissfully ceartaln that he will find them without any bBother Irom m&.
If you Gid them wouraelf, which cams firat, the pictures or the tesxt?

What medium 2id you work infT

How muich experiance had you had in illustrating?




D. WHAT SORT OF PERSON ¥OU ARE
Vihat did you look like whan you wrote this boolk? Dark or fairf? Toward fair,

Tall or short? gri™ That waa tall Thin or plump? 188=5 = medium,

Color of eyea? Hazel to gra Wore glasses? Mot thepn, by ten vemrs,
Golor of hair?_ lMouse brown Find of halr--long or ashorli?  Opdinery
gurly or straight? Two waveg How did you wear it? TLeft side part.

Loy speclal features of your appesrance (sguare jaw, dimplsa, stoop,

etc.)_ Nose not guite pug; brosd, not oulte roundish face, full et chin,

Are wou quiet or talkaetive? Yes and no Friendly or reservad? F. when possalbl

o you laugh a great deal or ars you uaually grave? Amused, ordinarily,

Are you qulck-tempersd or calm and placid? Medium,

What sort of c¢lothes do you wear moat when writing? (sports, suits,

glacka, etc.) Pejamas, slecks. Writing iz herd work.

Favorite ococupations and hobldes? Writing, reeding, musie, =mall dogs = not

too smell = phonograph (about ES00 records] = microscope, almost anythirg.
What is your normal spaech like? {Matlculously correct, colloguial,

alangy, abrupt, raubling, aetc.) Midwest = correctly colloguisrl, if po==ible,

What ara asome of your pst expregsions and exclagmations? S0 7ou Weli ve

rostal Tepariment to Aintercept thisYy 4 had 8 rugged vouth, But T dentt go in
mich for exclamations except in great stre=ss,
If atrongly religious, give denomination, Aphostie.

Any other defails about yourself, no matter how trivial, which might

help ms To pieture you in my own mind. Disorderly gent = unutterably lazy
end impolite about everything that doesn nterest me - not directly impolite
but engaged elseyhere = so sorry. Fathologically curious sbout things in
BEbstract DUL ONLY OCCBElONBLLY in person; 1.e2.; L know 8 pit ebout hieroglyph=
ios but today, after three days, I learned thet a nelghbor hed gone erezy.

Selfish, per =&, but not ebout people &nd Lhings LHet engége me.
Can you direct me to any srticles or Dooks which have baesn written

gbout you? Ghlﬂf1Y small peviu&inal bits, or brisef references. Homer Croy
mentions mé in "Corn Country",. There NAve Laen & LBW things but they're of
no particular importence,

IT you have a phobtograph or anapshot of yourself of aboub the vintage
of your book, I would appreciate 1%, OF course T would return it
promptly .

I don't have &8 thing. Georges Schreiber dld a earicature of me about then
but T don't have & copy of 1t. Perhaps one of the local newspaper mnﬁﬁggs =



