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BBC films VRI cars on 
By Melissa Miller 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

An electric car, a solar car 
and a British film crew caused 
quite a traffic jam as they 
blocked South College Drive at 
5 p.m. on Wednesday in front of 
the Visitors Information Booth. 

Western's Vehicle Research 
Institute was setting up the 
cars to be filmed for a science 
program that will air on the 
British Broadcasting Company. 

"Tomorrow's World," a weekly 
half-hour science program, 

reports it is covering in 
Western Washington and 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

The report will air on the pro
gram in two weeks to two 
months from now for about 6 
million viewers, said Tanya 
Kerstiens Rowe, media coordi
nator for the Public 
Information Office. 

Eileen Seal, grant develop
ment specialist for the VRI, 
said they received a call at 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesday to set up for 
filming at 8 a.m. the next day. 

"This whole thing was put 
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Above: Bronwen Ley, producer, and her cameraman Mike 
Garner set up a shot. Right: Peter Snow, "Tomorrows 
World" host, is filmed crawling out of VRI's Viking 29. 

A.S. Board votes to 
increase scholarships 
in Red Square meeting 

By Millissa Macomber 
THE WESTERN FRONT / ; . 

The Associated Students 
Board, which met for the first 
time in Red Square, voted unani
mously to increase student schol
arships from $500 to $750 per 
year at the Sept. 29 meeting. 

The new amount will be effec
tive for fall quarter of 2000. The 
A.S. awards scholarships related 
to academic achievement, cam
pus activity, diversity, A.S. 
employment, leadership, political 
and community involvement, and 
student life. 

This was the first increase 
since the creation of the scholar
ships four years ago, A.S. advisor 
Jack Smith said. 

Money for the scholarships 
comes from ad sales in the "Big 
Blue Bonus Book" distributed by 
the Student Co-op Bookstore, 
Smith said. 

The creation of the 
Transportation Advisory Task 

Force was also approved. This 
task force works on the develop
ment, revision of ideas and pro
motion of an all-cartipus trans-r 
portatioh pass program^ accord
ing to the task force charter. The 
pass development process began 
last year and Vice President of 
Legislative and Community 
Affairs Dave Tbyer, said he hopes 
to get the ball rolling again this 
year. 

"I hope to have something rela
tively concrete by June," Tbyer 
said. 

The task force will be chaired 
by Tbyer and include five stu
dents and the legislative liaison. 
The task force is set to disband in 
the spring of 2000.The hiring of 
an election coordinator will be 
considered at the next meeting. 
The coordinator will help with 
the planning of a special winter 
election concerning a new recre
ation facility. The coordinator will 
also assist in the usual spring 
elections. 

Matt Jaffe/ The Western Front 
A.S. Officers meet in Red Square for their first meeting. 

Photos by GhrisTGoodenoW TherWestern Front 

Western centennial celebrated on Web 
By April Busch 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

"When the meals became 
gruesome to some of us, we 
would invite the president of the 
college to lunch — unan
nounced. It was amazing how 
the lunches subsequently 
improved," said Rose L. Van Ess 
in the Edens Hall Memory Book 
where she lived in 1928. 

The food may not have 

changed since Rose L. Van Ess 
lived at Edens Hall, but commu
nication definitely has. 

She could never have foreseen 
being quoted on the World Wide 
Web, but her words and those of 
people throughout Western's 
100 year history can be found at 
www.wwu.edu/centennial. 

Western's centennial history 
page, designed by award win
ning Web designer Chuck 
Dingee, along his company, 

Psychology professors 
receive $250,000 in grants 

By Kim Lincoln 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Sixty new top-of-the-line PCs 
will replace the Psychology 
Department's existing seven as 
a result of more than $250,000 
in grants received by two of the 
department's professors. 

Scott Ottaway, assistant pro
fessor of psychology, and Dale 
Dinnel, associate professor of 
psychology received nearly 
$84,000 in funds from Student 
Technology Fees and from the 
College of Arts and Sciences and 
a $86,276 course, curriculum 
and laboratory improvement 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation, Ottaway said. 

Western will match the NSF's 
funding as part of the grant 
requirement, he said. 

The money will be used to 
purchase new computers, soft
ware and more advanced learn

ing equipment. 
"This will benefit students 

quite directly by allowing them 
to learn about psychology using 
state-of-the-art technology," said 
Ron Kleinknecht, psychology 
department head. 

In addition to purchasing new 
computers, one of the goals of 
the three-year project will be to 
develop a hew psychology cur
riculum to bring technology into 
the classroom, Kleinknecht said. 

This will include adding three 
new research courses, assigning 
computer-aided homework and 
using new software to help 
demonstrate psychological prin
ciples. 

After the new curriculum is 
developed, it will be distributed 
to Universities nation-wide by 
2001, Ottaway said. 

"The department is quite 
pleased about the new possibili-

See GRANT, page 4 

Media Synergy, has quotes and 
photographs ~ important in 
Western's history. The site also 
has an order form for the cen
tennial celebration photo album 
and a calendar; of centennial cel
ebration events and dates. 

"I liked the anecdotes. They^ 
really brought the school to 
life," said student Adam 
Goldstein. 

It took Dingee approximately 

See HISTORY, page 5 

N THIS ISSUE 

Star receiver 

Western's Ben Clamp-
itt, football's wide receiv
er, is tied for the national 
lead in receiving yards 
per game. 

See story, page 10. 

Fall concert gets funky 

Bands at 
Westival 
please the 
crowd, 
despite a 
chilly 
evening in 

Red Square. 

See story, page 9. 
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STATE NEWS 

Numerous bombs found in 
Moses Lake garage 

Authorities say they found 22 
homemade bombs in the garage 
of a Moses Lake man after he was 
seriously injured when one deto
nated in his hands. 

The bombs were detonated at a 
Moses Lake firing range by a U.S. 
Army ordinance team Wednesday 
night. Thirty-one-year old Don 
McLane was in stable condition 
at Seattle's Harborview Medical 
Center after surgeons reattached 
three fingers on his right hand. 

Sheriffs deputies say the blast 
destroyed McLane's left hand. 
Police today were still trying to 
determine why the heavy equip
ment operator was making the 
bombs. 

Grant County Sheriff Bill 
Wiester says McLane could face 
charges of illegal possession of 
explosives. 

Judge upholds Boeing 
discrimination settlement 

A federal judge in Seattle has 
upheld the $15-million settle
ment in a discrimination lawsuit 
against Boeing. It had been chal
lenged by some African 
Americans who said it was inad
equate. 

Attorney Oscar Desper said the 
settlement will compensate some 
individuals and make changes in 
the way Boeing handles promo
tions. 

The settlement was announced 
in January by Boeing Chairman 
Phil Condit and civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson. The challenge was 
heard last week in Seattle's fed
eral court. The settlement cov
ered lawsuits filed last year on 
behalf of African American 
employees in Seattle and 

Corrections 

Clarifications 
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The Western Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; once 

a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Washington 

University, CH 110, Bellingham, WA 98225-9100. The Western Front is 

the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 

Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertising. 

News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are enrolled in 

a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled at Western 

may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in 

College Hall 07, or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entitled to a single free 

copy of each issue of The Western Front. 

Philadelphia. They said they 
were harassed and faced retalia
tion if they complained to any 
wrongdoing. 

Boeing does not admit doing 
anything wrong. The settlement 
will pay nearly $4- million to 268 
named individuals, nearly $4-
million to others who file claims, 
nearly $4 million to the lawyers 
and nearly $4 million for diversi
ty programs. 

Prosecutors recommend 
one-year sentence 

Prosecutors are recommending 
a one-year sentence for the moth
er of a baby she helped cremate in 
a park. 

Laura Mjelde will be sentenced 
tomorrow in King County 
Superior Court in Kent. She 
pleaded guilty to rendering crimi
nal assistance in the death of her 
son. Her former boyfriend, 
Stanley Red, was sentenced 
Friday to 16 years in prison for 
manslaughter. He says the baby 
died in a bathtub while he was 
out buying beer. 

The couple did not want to noti
fy authorities last October, so 
they burned the body in a park 
trash can and also in an apart
ment fireplace. The death was 
discovered after authorities start
ed investigating the baby's disap
pearance. 

Sea-Tac restroom renovation 

You won't have to touch a toilet 
handle or sink faucet at Sea-Tac 
Airport after it's restroom renova
tion. 

Sixty restrooms will be 
equipped with fixtures that have 
electronic sensors that flush and 
turn on water automatically. 
Entrances will be designed with

out doors so people carrying their 
luggage can get in and out more 

easily. 
The work will take five years 

and cost $26 million. It's part of a 
$500-million upgrade at Sea-Tac. 
About 26 million people pass 
through the airport each year. 

a uranium processing plant near 
Tokyo. The accident has sent 
three workers to the hospital and 
may have contaminated dozens of 
others. 

Buying Bellingham plant Eight dead in Mexico quake 

Puget Sound Energy is buying 
the Encogen Northwest natural-
gas power plant in Bellingham 
for $164 million. Puget Sound 
says the acquisition will reduce 
its power costs. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Officials promise probe of 
Korea charges 

At the White House and at the 
Pentagon, the people in charge 
are promising to get to the bottom 
of it. They're responding to an 
Associated Press report of mass 
killings of civilians at the start of 
the Korean War, carried out by 
U.S. soldiers. Army Secretary 
Louis Caldera says the reports 
are "very disturbing." 

Bradley gains money edge 

Bill Bradley is making gains in 
the polls and now the Democratic 
presidential .hopeful is outdoing 
rival Al Gore when it comes to 
bringing in the campaign cash. 
Bradley raised about $6.7 million 
during the past three months. 
Gore raised about $6.5 million. 

iNIEKNAnONAL NEWS 

Radiation leaking in Japan 

Crews are struggling to stop a 
nuclear reaction that's spewing 
radiation into Japan's air. I t 
started by accident Thursday at 

At least eight people are dead 
after a strong earthquake in 
Mexico. The 7,5 quake set build
ings swaying in Mexico City and 
toppled old homes and church 
towers in Oaxaca. 

Kenyan president joins 
Ugandan counterpart in 

bashing homosexuals 

First, Uganda's president 
attacked homosexuals, and now, 
Kenya's president is joining in. 

A Kenyan newspaper (the 
East African Standard) says 
President Daniel Arap Moi lashed 
out Wednesday against gays and 
lesbians. He said their behavior is 
abnormal and contradicts biblical 
teachings and African traditions. 

The report also says Moi 
mocked homosexuals, saying they 
have "a funny way of dressing 
which included wearing ear
rings." 

Earlier this week, Uganda's 
president warned he's going to 
crack down on homosexuals. 

Same-sex relations are illegal 
in both countries. In Uganda, a 
homosexual act is punishable by 
life in prison. 

Compiled by Devin Finco 

W W U Off ic ia l Announcemen ts 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday for the Tuesday edition and noon Wednesday 

for the Friday edition. Announcements should be limited to 50 words, typewritten or legibly printed, and 
sent through campus mail to "Official Announcements," MS -9117, via fax to X/7287, or brought in 

person to Commissary 113A. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT. 
Phoned announcements will, not be accepted. All announcements should be signed by originator. 

PLEASE POST 

THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST is offered at 9 a.m. Mondays on Oct. 4,11,18,25, Nov. 1,8,15,22,29 and 
Dec. 6 and at 3 p.m. Thursdays on Oct. 7,14,21,28, Nov. 4,11,18 and Dec. 2 and 9. Sample problems may 
be found at http://www.washington.edu/oea/aptp.htm. Test registration is not required but students must 
bring photo ID and a No. 2 pencil. A $10 fee is payable in exact amount at time of testing. Allow 90 minutes. 

THE TEST FOR ENTRANCE INTO TEACHER PREPARATION (TETEP) may be taken at 2 p.m. Oct. 13 in OM 
587, Nov. 16 in FR 4 or Dec. 1 in OM 587. Registration is required in OM 120. A $25 fee is payable in exact 
amount at time of registration. TETEP is not administered on an individual basis; testing takes about 2Vz 
hours. Admission deadline is Oct. 31 for winter quarter and Jan. 31 for spring quarter. 

MILLER ANALOGIES TEST: Registration is required in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $35 fee is payable at 
time of testing. Testing takes approximately 1 % hours. Testing will be at 2 p.m. on Oct. 19, FR 4; Nov. 19, OM 
482; Dec. 13, OM 482. 

ATUS FACULTY/STAFF AND COMPUTER HELP DESKS have moved to HH 145. This move includes Teri 
Blow and Laurie Yeager. Telephone numbers remain the same for all. Other ATUS services continue in their 
usual locations. If unsure where to go for assistance, call X/3333. 

THE ASIA UNIVERSITY AMERICA PROGRAM SEEKS students to be "campus friends" to Japanese stu
dents. Campus friends volunteer one hour a week during fall quarter to share conversation. To sign up, call 
ShaunStone,X/3297,orstopbyOM530byOct. 6. . 

THE VETERANS EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAMS office has moved to 3800 Byron St., Suite 124, in 
the Lincoln Business Center, next to the Samish Drive-In. Resources are available to help veterans with all of 
their special needs. Interested in a work-study job? Call Jeff Kissick, 676-4856. 

On-campus recruiting 
Knight, Vale & Gregory. No campus interviews. Accepting resumes for preselect interviews for accountant positions 
in Tacoma. Submit resume to Career Services, OM 280, by Oct. 7. 
Larson Gross. Preselect interviews Oct. 12. Requires bachelors degree in accounting by August 2000. See company 
information in employer library, OM 280. Submit to Career Services, OM 280, by Oct. 4 a cover letter, resume and 
an unofficial transcript. 
Microsoft Corp. Presentation, 6 to 8 p.m. Oct. 13, Library Presentation Room. Submit resume for preselect 
interviews on Oct. 25-26 to Career Services, OM 280, by Oct. 13. 
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Center first of its kind: Internet help, services 

Chris Fuller/The Western Front 

George Mobus assists computer science graduate student 
Dennis Johnson with a program. 

f 
SLEEP 'TILL NOON! 

BREAKFAST SERVED 
UNTIL 2 O'CLOCK 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 

***HOMEMADE AMERICAN FRIED RED POTATOES 
***3 JUMBO EGG OMELETTES 
***FETA, MUSHROOM, FRESH TOMATO, 

3 JUMBO EGG SCRAMBLES 
...AMD MUCH MORE/ 

GET 20% OFF ANY 
REGULAR PRICED MENU ITEM 

WITH VALID WWU ID CARD 
•BETWEEN NOON AND 2 PM-

EVERYDAY UNTIL NOV. 30, 1999 

MON.-SAT. 6 AM-2 PM / SUN. 8 AM-2PM 
1906 N. STATE (CORNER OF STATE & OHIO ST.) J 

TEACH ENGLISH IN 

JAPAN! 
AEON, One of the largest English conversation schools in Japan, 

is recruiting enthusiastic individuals for our 260 branch schools located 
throughout Japan. Recruitment will be conducted in Seattle in late 

October. BA/BS degree required, Japanese language ability not required. 
Send or fax resume and essay stating why you want to live and work 

in Japan by 10/14/99 to: 

s a l 

AEON 
1960 East Grand Ave. #550 
El Segundo, CA 90245 

www.aeonet.com 
aeonla@aeonet.com 
Fax:310-414-1616 

Want A 
Challenge? 

T R A I N I N G S C H O O L 

Start your career off on the right foot by enrolling in the Air Force 
OfficerTraining School. There you will become a commissioned 
officer in just 12 weeks. From the start you'll enjoy great pay, 
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vacation each year, 

plus the opportunity to travel and 
AIM HIGH s ee the world. To discover how high 

a career in the Air Force can take 
you, call 1-800-423-USAF, or visit 
our website at www.airforce.com www.airforce.com 

By Laura Mecca 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Coming soon to Western is a 
new Internet Studies Center 
geared to prepare students from 
all majors for a technologically 
developing work force. 

Assistant professor of comput
er science George Mobus is opti
mistic for the new project, which 
is expected to be complete within 
the next two years. 

The center will help prepare 
students for the growing job 
market of Internet operation and 
programming. 

"Students who have Web 
development skills are in high 
demand," Mobus said. 

Associate professor of the com
puter science department, 
James Hearne worked with 
Mobus and said he believes the 
center will be a good service for 
students. 

The program is designed to 
accommodate students from all 
majors who seek to develop skills 
for an Internet-based economy. 

Dean of the Arts and Sciences 
College Peter Elich is very sup
portive of the new center. 

"I applaud the initiative taken 
by the faculty — in particular 
George Mobus," Elich said. 

He said he believes the pro
gram is consistent with a mis
sion to provide trained students 
to supplement the work force in 
Washington. 

The Internet Studies Center 
will allow students to focus on a 
non-computer, science-based 
major and still attain the skills 
necessary for an Internet-orient
ed career. 

"As the Internet evolves, these 
people will be better prepared to 
evolve with it," Mobus said. "We 
will give them the capacity to 
learn as they go." 

The center will have three con
centrations. The first, content 
development, is geared toward 
students interested in the cre
ative aspects of a Web page, such 
as writing and drawing. 

Students from journalism, 
English, graphic design, commu
nications, marketing and com
puter science can use these skills 
in this concentration. 

Content deliverers are respon
sible for the technical knowledge 
of the Web site. They are the pro
grammers who will incorporate 
the developers work into the 
Web page. 

These courses teach program
ming languages, as well as how 
to work with servers. 

Lastly, a concentration for 
Web site managers will give 
instruction on how to maintain 
and manage a Web site. 

"All of these different talents 
will be coming together, and they 
all have to speak the same lan
guage." Mobus said, "This new 
center will provide this for 
them." 

He said this program will help 
students from all different 
departments work together on a 
project as a team. 

The new center will be funded 
by three main contributors. US 
West, Microsoft and Wall Data 
all showed interest in donating 
to the new center. The donations 
are expected to total $274,000. 

The Higher Education Council 
has matched the $274,000, 
bringing the total funding of the 
center to more than $500,000 In 

'Students who have Web 
development skills are in 
high demand.' 

George Mobus 
Assistant professor of 

computer science 

return for their funding of the 
center, the companies hope to 
receive interns and employees 
sufficiently trained in Web tech
nology from Western. 

Three new faculty members 
will be hired to accommodate the 
expected increase of 50 to 200 
students, Mobus said. 

"With this new program, 
everyone comes out a winner," 
Mobus said. 
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20% Off All 
Related Titles in 

Our General Book 
Dept. Oct.1-15 

itrrfih WESTERN 
I I I I 111 A S S O C I A T E D S T U D E N T S 

}}jdJlL BOOKStore 
Store Hours: M-F 7:30 am - 5 pm 

Most Sat. 11am-3 pm 
650-3655 

www.bookstore.wwu.edu 
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through the SHAIC from 

Climbing out of debt — safely 

Western one of 
265 to get grant 
GRANT, from page 1 

ties we will be able to offer 
undergraduates and gradu
ates," he said. 

Ottaway and Dinnel submit
ted the grant proposal to the 
NSF nine months ago. After an 
extensive review of 1,056 pro
posals, the NSF selected 
Western to be one of 265 schools 
in the nation to receive the 
grant, Ottaway saicL 

"The NSF is the most compet
itive funding agency in the 
United States and we were 
rated excellent by all reviews," 
he said. 

Restaurants Spirits 

W&ct-Sat 
LIVE MUSIC 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a 

BIG SCREEN T.V. • POOL TABLES 
Monday & Tuesday 
$4.75 Beer P i t che rs 

$3.99 Hamburger & Fries 

M0NL&1UESL $ 7 . 9 9 
ALL YOU CAN EAT 

BEEF RIBS! 

WED.&THURS. $ 6 . 9 5 
TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS 

W/ mash potatoes 
& veggies 

1114 Harris Ave • Fairhaven 
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT • 67W74S 

By Rachel Dooley 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

To many college students who 
are in desperate need of extra 
money, applying for a credit card 
seems to be a good choice. 

But, unlike an ATM card where 
the money is automatically taken 
from a checking account without 
any extra fees, a student with a 
credit card who takes a cash 
advance out will be charged for 
doing so. 

Many students don't realize 
what they are getting themselves 
into until they receive the first 
bill in the mail. 

Knowing how to handle a cred
it card responsiblyhowever, will 
save a lot of headaches in the 
future. 

Jody Burpee, 22, said she 
sometimes feels she can get out of 
control with her three credit 
cards, especially when she is 
faced with buying books and pay
ing for parking permits at the 
beginning of each quarter. 

"I work two jobs and .save 
money by living at home," Burpee 
said about her attempts to stay 
out of debt. 

The good news is, according to 
U.S. News and World Report's 
annual survey, Western students 
graduate with the least amount 
of debt. 

The survey ranked Western 
No. 1 among public universities 
on the West Coast. Forty-nine 
percent of Western s tudents 
average $5,332 in debt after they 
graduate — $488 less than stu
dents a t California State 
University-Stanislaus, who rated 

7 work two jobs and save 
money by living at home.' 

Jody Burpee 
Western Student 

second in the survey. 
Many students, however, are 

still in credit card debt once they 
graduate. 

Dennis Meunier, vice president 
of United College Marketing 
Services said his company focus
es on teaching students proactive 
credit card tips. 

The tips help students use 
their credit card as a financial 
tool. 

He also offers tips to students 
to help them save money and 
build a good credit card history. 
He. said he advises students to 
get a credit card in their own 
name as opposed to a card in 
their parent's name to help build 
credit. 

Then, once students get a card 
they should make a small pur
chase every month such as going 
out to dinner or buying a new CD. 

As soon as the bill comes they 
should pay it off immediately. 
That way, Meunier said, students 
can build a history of responsible 
payments. 

Many employers, real estate 
companies and banks check cred
it histories to see if students are 
responsible. If students have 
good credit, then it will be easier 
to negotiate low interest rates, 
Meunier said. 

"Banks hate that we give this 

Chris Fuller/ The Western Front 

A.S. Bookstore cashier Lainey Jameson checks the stu
dent number of a customer. 

information out," he said. 
If students are charged a late 

fee, they can try and get out of it 
by callingjtheir cardholder and 
explaining why their bill was 
late. 

If a student is a good card
holder, they can usually get the 
late fee waived. Meunier also 
said to shop around for credit 
cards that give cash back on 
purchases, have no annual fee 
and have a 15- to 17- percent 
interest rate. 

Students can access free 
online credit management at 
http: / /www.credi theal th.com, 
which offers personalized help 
from a credit counselor. 

'Many employers, real 
estate companies and 
banks check credit histo
ries to see if students are 
responsible.' 

Dennis Meunier 
Vice president of United College 

Marketing Services 

SPECIAL 
STUDENT RATE 
9 9 9 f o r 3 M o n t h s 

Compel1* 1W Call: 
O H M * G y m ! 6y6.1800 

ProgroMu; Rocojutwoi> . ^ , , . . 
S w r o w a r \ w « r Poring, 1o flrt the real stannyl 

B a s k e t , Aerobics 

No lengthy Contracts 

No Joining Fee 

- W* re More Than 
Just o Warehouse 

. of Weights! 
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VRI considered to be one of the most unique programs in North America 
VRI, from page 1 

together on the spur of the 
moment," Seal said. 

The BBC program filmed the 
VRFs electric car, Viking 29, 
along Chuckanut Drive. 

The car was driven by VRI 
research engineer Orion 
Morrison. 

Morrison may have enjoyed 
the scenery as the car cruised 
Chuckanut; however, the pro
gram's host enjoyed the sur
roundings from a more seden
tary standpoint. 

"I sat on the bonnet of the 

green car overlooking a lovely 
view of the sound," said Peter 
Snow, "Tomorrow's World" host. 

They filmed the solar race 
car, Viking 20, driven by Rob 
Giovenale, senior industr ia l 
technology major, along South 
College Drive. 

Snow also conducted an 
interview with VRI Director Dr. 
Michael Seal. 

"It's worldwide attention tha t 
will help the program survive," 
Giovenale said. "(VRI) is the 
most unique program in North 

America for undergraduates to 
be this creative." 

"The international exposure 
could help recruit more stu
dents from overseas, especially 
England," said Brian Bressler, 
senior engineering technology 
major. 

Snow said the filming crew is 
going back to London this week
end. 

Some of the other reports the 
film crew covered were folding 
houses in Vancouver, British 
Columbia and an automatic 

salmon tagging machine on the 
Columbia River. 

Snow said they came to 
Western because they heard it 
had a wonderful vehicle 
research program. 

"I think Bellingham is a won
derful place with a lovely cam
pus," he said. 

This quarter the VRI is start
ing construction on a new car 
tha t it plans to take to compete 
in Detroit and Birmingham, 
England. 

•iiii nlin 
Your campus news 

Looking for o Job? 
University Dining Services and 

Viking Union Eateries has several openings 
Benefits of Working for Dining Services include: 

• Convenient Locations and Hours 
• Closed During the Majority of 

School Breaks 
• Quarterly Appraisals and Raises 

Based on Performance 
• Free Meal when you work 
• Fun, Safe Work Atmosphere 

• Save Your Parking Spot - Walk to Your Job 
• Work With Your Peers 
• Over 400 Students work for University 

Dining Services 
• A Lot of Potential Work Subs Who 

Understand About Finals 
• Opportunity for Advancement 

See your VU Eateries or Dining Services Manager for an application 
Viking Union Eateries 650-7661 Ridgeway Commons 650-3945 
Viking Commons 650-3947 Fairhaven Commons 650-6851 

University Catering 650-3953 

Viking Union 

Western's four 
phases on Web 
HISTORY, from page 2 

40 hours to build the site. 
Dingee won Council for the 
Advancement and Support of 
Education awards for Western's 
alumni and foundation sites. 

The site contains a "gallery" 
of 88 photos covering a range of 
important events in Western's 
history. 

The main page has four but
tons tha t when clicked display 
photos and quotes from each of 
Western's four phases: New 
Whatcom State Normal School, 
1899 to 1937, Western 
Washington State College of 
Education, 1937 to 1961, 
Western Washington State 
College, 1961 to 1977 and 
Western Washington 
University, 1977 to present. 

Jo Collinge, assistant director 
of the Public Information Office 
and centennial events coordina
tor, said the Web site is just one 
of the events planned through
out campus to celebrate 
Western's centennial. 

Using his own discretion for 
the design and purpose of the 
Web site, Dingee sifted through 
hundreds of photos and quotes 
the PIO sent him from Special 
Collections at Wilson Library. 

"They sent me a hell of a lot of 
photos," Dingee said. "There 
are 88 pictures in the gallery. 
That's only about a third of 
what I was sent. I knew I could
n't use them all." 

The PIO and Dingee's goal 
was to provide a place for stu
dents to order the centennial 
photo album and to access a 
comprehensive calendar of cen
tennial events. 

The wait is over... 
Oatmeal 

Now on Tap 

Happy Hour M-Th 4^6pm $2 Pints 
Kegs 6t Gallons to Go 

Open ® 11:00am 7 days a week 

1107 Railroad Ave Bell ingham 647-5593 
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Melody With A 
\w'st 

Patrons of the 3B 
drink in heady sounds 
of the Martinis 

Cory Chagami 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Patrons at the 3B Tavern got 
their Martinis rocked instead of 
shaken or stirred Saturday 
night. 

Los Angeles-based band, the 
Martinis, showcased its style of 
indy-pop-rock to the small but 
enthusiastic crowd. 

Known for loud and energetic 
style, the Martinis played a five-
song set that had the dimly lit, 
low-key tavern rocking unti l 
about 1 a.m. 

Eureka Farm opened for the 
Martinis with wailing lyrics and 

'You could totally feel the 
energy coming from {the 
Martinis)...' 

Chris 
Wormley 

Western student 

loud instruments. 
When the Martinis took the 

stage and got into the first song, 
"Sunshine," it made even the 
"older" guys in the back of the 
club stop their conversations 
and turn around to watch the 
band on stage. 

Singer Linda Mallari, gui
tar is t Joey Santiago, bassist 
Miko Watanabe and drummer 
Adam Topol showed their energy 
in the form of fists pumping in 
the air and heads rocking side to 
side. 

"Every time on stage — every 
time I play — it's to have fun," 
Topol said. 

"You could totally feel energy 
coming from them," Western 
s tudent Chris Wormley said. 
"They sounded great." 

The Martinis, enhanced by 
Mallari's strong vocals and 
Santiago's guitar, lived up to the 
band's reputation for playing 

really loud. The 3B's brick walls 
made sure that the only way 
sound escaped was through the 
little entrance door opening onto 
Holly Street. 

"The music was just bouncing 
off the walls — the 3B room cer
tainly helps too," Western stu
dent Jeff Fernandes said. 

Songs, such as "Sunshine," 
"BBQ," and "Free drew some 
comparisons between the 
Martinis and Santiago's former 
band. 

"They were pretty good, not 
too bad," Bellingham resident 
Chris Manson said. "They do 
sound suspiciously like the 
Pixies though." 

Santiago, best known as the 
former lead guitarist of the late 
80's and early 90's band The 
Pixies, said that's the kind of 
reaction he doesn't want. 

"I can understand how people 
can compare us to the Pixies, 
but that's not fair," he said. "It's 
not fair to Linda because she 
has her own style and writes the 
songs we play." 

As the centerpiece of the band, 
Mallari looked at the crowd with 
beatific smiles and almost sug
gestive winks. 

She showed a sense of humor 
while taking off her sweater 
between songs, saying, "No, this 
isn't the part where I strip for 
you!" 

Mallari's melodious voice fit 
the band's sound, adjusting per
fectly between the constant 
tempo changes. 

In the song "Paper Doll," 
Mallari sang the first verse slow 
and picked up the beat as the 
song progressed to the second 
verse with a little kick of her 
foot. 

From there the song rocked 
until the last verse, which came 
back around to the swaying 
rhythm of the first. 

The Martinis seemed very 
comfortable on the small stage 
— barely large enough to keep 

Chris Fuller/The Western Front 
Joey Santiago, formerly of The Pixies , smoothly changes 
up the tempo as smoothly as he changed his groove from 
Martinis to The Pixies. 

them from bumping into each 
other. Still, smaller clubs are 
what the band is looking to play 
in now. 

"I like the small clubs — way 
more intimate — feels like we're 
jus t hanging out," drummer 
Adam Topol said. 

"Right now, the music is more 
for us," Santiago said. "Everyone 
has to start somewhere, and I 
feel this is where we need to be 
now." 

"Up and down the coast was 
fun," Topol added. "All I want is 
for the people in the audience to 
be bobbing their heads and hav-

7 can understand how 
people can compare us to 
the Pixies, but that's not 
fair.' 

Joey 
Santiago 

Martinis guitarist 

ing fun." 
Bellingham was the last stop 

on the Martinis' swing of the 
west coast. From here they go 
back down to Los Angeles and 
play more clubs there and in the 
San Francisco area. 

Angela Smith/The Western Front 
Hear her roar: Linda Mallari, of the Martinis, at the 3B. 
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Special Engagement Begins September 24 
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Prode Praided and Prodded 
Steve Leslie 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Monday night marked a 
revival in literary consciousness 
as local artists awaited their 
chance to participate in the 

* Bellingham Slam. 
The Slam, organized by 

Whatcom County poets Wesley 
Fullerton and Kam Farris, is a 
competitive, open-mic poetry 
reading where anyone who is so 
inclined can throw out original 

w verse in hopes of winning the 
various gift certificate prizes. 

"There are a lot of poets in 
this town," Fullerton said. "We 
want to provide a place where 
poets can come out of the wood
work — a forum where writers 

have a chance to get up and per
form." 

Fullerton explained tha t 
adding a competitive element to 
a traditional poetry reading 
makes it more of an entertain
ment everik ^^^^X 

"The ^ei t i^^one-up-manship 
p r o m # i ^ "a^s^formaric^ aspect 
to t h e ^ ' i A t r y ^ K i a t / r e q u i r e s 
direct^dmoim^ica^p^ with the 
audience/ FuBej^oILsaid. 

ComrAinica t io j^^^^h the 
audiencje is indite! | | j i | ibrtant, 
becaus«|f it^|f*f^hree j f a^domly 
picked ^ u | ^ ^ | ^ f e e m b e % who 
judge th%g5tf^ration. * 

The audience was very active 
Monday night, clapping or snap
ping their fingers with approval 
and booing and heckling when a 
judge would give a questionable 

score. 
Scott Seitz, a participant in 

Monday night's readings, hap
pened to have a very humorous 
spin on things, and perhaps the 
question of what is poetry could 
be best answered in an original 
poem he performed at Monday 
night's slam: "Poetry is like the 
laughing of little children, that 
chase after the ice cream man as 
he careens off of a cliff and 
bursts into flames, and all of the 
ice cream melts. No ice cream 
for you my little children. Now 
you are crying. But jus t a 
moment ago you were laughing. 
Why do you cry? Is it because all 
of the ice cream has melted, or 
do you cry because the ice cream 
man is now as dead and as 
crispy as BBQ'ed. 

Apply for the 
GTE Visa9 on the web 
and get up to * S B of 

FREE calling time.* 
• * 5 of FREE calling 

time just for applying. 

• Apply on the internet 
and get an additional 
* 1 5 of FREE cal l ing 
t ime when you make 
your f i rs t purchase. 
( *3 if you apply 
by phone.) 

• Get a 5 % rebate 
towards cal l ing on 
all purchases." 

• No annual fee. 

• No credit history 
required. 

www.gtecard.com 

1-888-591-7900 

'Catling tlma will automatically b« cwtfted to yoor GTE Catling Card account. 
+Whan you carry a balanca from month to month. Call our toll-fro* number or 
visit our wab alto for complata diadoaura of tarma and condition*. 

Signs of 
the Times 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Heather Hadfield and daughter Hannah strike a symbolic pose 
at the Viking Union Gallery art exhibit. 

Craig Yantis 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Captivated by vigorously 
working hands on a video 
screen, a guest in the Viking 
Union Gallery watches as a 
baby's bottle is filled with 
ground beef. A TV screen 
appears on this curious bottle 
and the camera scrolls slowly 
along. Eventually revealed are 
the familiar golden arches of a 
McDonald's restaurant sign. 

"Psychoanalytical Beef by 
Western student • Gideon D. 
Breazeal, is a par t of the 
"Icons" exhibit sponsored by the 
Associated Students. Along 
with works by other local and 
regional artists, it is on display 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, Sept. 20 
through Oct. 15 in the VU 
Gallery. 

Breazeal said he included the 
baby's bottle a s . a symbol of 
maternal comfort. 

"It's kind of like you talk a 
psychologist's coach and splice 
it with fast food," Breazeal said. 

A lot of people are obese and 
use fast food as a cover-up, he 
said. 

"People going through asking 
for their order is really like peo
ple saying, I ' m thinking of 
changing my life, what should I 
do?' And McDonald's respond
ing, 'Do what you want, have a 
Big Mac, some extra fries?'" 

Breazeal said his first artistic 
works were in the more tradi
tional media of paintings and 
drawings, and tha t he later 
found video to be a favorable 
medium. 

"I realized that certain ideas 
of mine couldn't exist as a stat
ic image, they really have to go 
through a narrative sequence," 
he said. 

Breazeal had to buy his own 
camera and provided most of 
the equipment required for pro
duction of his piece, since the 
School of Fine Arts does not 
currently focus on video as a 
medium. 

DeoSoliDeo Pattison, a 
regional art ist from Sumas, 
saw the Icons theme as an 
opportunity to display his block 
paintings depicting Jesus 
Christ. 

Using traditional images of 
Christ as a foundation, 
Pattison said he took liberties 
to express his personal beliefs. 
His work titled "Christ the 
Pilgrim" presents an image of 
Christ with a straw hat, a sym
bol not typically associated 
with Christ. 
"Classic medieval pilgrims 
wore straw hats and carried a 
staff, obviously centuries after 
Christ," Pattison said. "But in 
the tradition that he was a 
stranger and he kind of wan
dered through, I put him in as a 
pilgrim and used the hat as a 
traditional halo." 
The exhibit includes works 
using various media — a paper 
collage, acrylic on canvas and 
three block paintings to name a 
few examples. 

Courtesy of Gideon Breazeal 
Still frame of 
"Psychoanalytical Beef" 
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in Skagit County 
KenBrierly 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Pop rock superstars Harvey 
Danger sat - in a Ford 
Econoline van, parked next to 
a Third World-quality stage 
set in the middle of a remote 
cornfield in Skagit County. 

Another Seattle rock band, 
Nevada Bachelors, was on the 
stage, nearing the end of its 
set as about 100 people, most
ly teenagers in the crowd, 
milled around unenthusiasti
cally. They were hopelessly 
waiting for Harvey Danger to 
take the stage, and their spir
its were drenched by rain. 

On Sept. 24, the Bachelors, 
Pavlov Jones and Harvey 
Danger played a benefit show 
at the Corn Maze to raise 
money for the Leukemia 
Society. 

HD front man Sean Nelson 
could be seen sitting in the 
van's • front passenger seat, 
craning his neck around to 
talk to the passengers behind 
him, who were hidden by tint
ed windows. The side door 
opened, revealing HD bassist 
Aaron Huffman and drummer 
Evan Suit. 

They stepped out of the van 
and into the rain. While Suit 
began unpacking his drum 
kit, Huffman talked about the 
band's new songs to be 
released on their yet-to-be-
named upcoming album. 

"I think tonight you'll most-

lWe never figured we'd 
sell that first thousand 
(albums)/ 

Aaron Huffman 
Bassist 

ly hear some of our new songs 
— only a few off our first 
ones," Huffman said softly 
from behind his horn-rimmed 
glasses, while gripping a huge 

soft drink cup half-filled .with 
hoppy beer. 

The "first one" Huffman 
referred to was the group's 
1997 debut release, "Where 
Have All the Merrymakers 
Gone?" 

The indie label album went 
gold, anchored by singles 
"Private Helicopter" and, of 
course, the bouncy and neu
rotic "Flagpole Sitta," which 
had a MTV video and a spot 
on the movie soundtrack, 
"EdTV." "^ 

"We never figured we'd sell 
tha t first thousand (albums)^" 
Huffman said. "I hope some
thing like that happens with 
this one, too. We're really 
super proud of it." 

Harvey Danger's new 
tracks are recorded and were 
supposed to be mixed and 
released by now, but due to 
snags resulting from the 
band's label, Slash, merging 
with London, the new release 
will likely be sometime in 
December or January. 

"Maybe we'll get it out soon
er if we ever get finished 
here," Suit quipped, holding' 
his palms open toward the 
rain-spitt ing sky after a 
skater kid with a broken fore
arm asked Suit if he'd sign his 
purple cast. 

If the later release date has 
a bright side, it would be the 
possibility of HD adding a 
couple more ,songs to the 1: 

album. 
"We're working on them, 

trying them out at shows and 
seeing how well they work," 
Huffman said. "That being 
said, I really do think our new 
music is better in every way. 
We've been together for a few 
more years now and have 
learned a lot more about writ
ing songs. 

"Our songs have become 
more sophisticated," he 
added. "We can now play the 
music we hear in our heads, 
so we're constantly writing 
new songs. We could never get 
too far away from our pop 

J 

Nick Haney/The Western Front 
Aaron Huffman, bassist for Harvey Danger, stands back from the mic and displays 
his prowess.while performing in Conley in Skagit Valley during an especially rain-
soaked evening. 
sound, but our stuff is like, 
half-upbeat like what's on 
'Merrymakers' and half of the 
songs are mellower." 

Near the back of the van, a 
middle school-aged boy talked 
with Suit, a native of 
Bellingham, about his drum
ming aspirations, and they 
discussed favorite crash sym
bols. 

Shortly after, The Bachelors 
move offstage, and HD set up 
under the tarp covering it. 
Soon, the band was ready. 

4 ^ 
It ' was raining sideways by 

the time Sean Nelson 
approached the mic and greet
ed the crowd. 

"Arise, children of the corn," 
he said. Suit hammered the 
four-beat count on his sticks 
and Harvey Danger dived into 
the first song, a new one 
called "Spinning in my grave." 

The combination of hard 
wind, heavy rain and a major 
rock band performing in the 
middle of a remote corn field 
has a surreal effect — in the 

same way; dreams are filled 
with ironies, and piercing 
points off-clarity despite the 
dream's general haziness. 

A steady eastern wind bat
tered the cornstalks' fuzzy 
tops, and Nelson's curly 
chunks of hair patterned their 
direction as he wailed put a 
very personal version of 
"Problems and bigger ones." 

The torrent of wind is seem
ly orchestrated by the strain 
in his voice — Mother Nature, 
in lieu of lights and smoke. 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Actor Rob Olson portrays Gilgamesh in a retelling of the classic epic. 

Kristin Bigsby 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

From the first time he discovered the 
"Epic of Gilgamesh," David Mason envi
sioned its transformation into a drama. 

His vision materialized after six suc
cessfully attended productions last 
month at the Fairhaven Auditorium, 
sponsored by the Friends of Fairhaven 
College. 

"Because Fairhaven has got a small 
auditorium, you don't have to have a 
huge voice to make yourself heard," he 
said. 

Work began in May in Mason's living 
room, with informal readings of the 
script. 

The now 68-year-old retired professor 
has spent years of his life getting to 
know the 4,600-year-old text of 
Gilgamesh, mostly through his teach
ings at Fairhaven College. 

"I taught the first sexual 11 
class at Western in 1968," MJ 
during an interview Sunday, j i 
the final performance of the 
teaching sexual minorities, 
always looking for examples ofl 
relationships, and found them 
and Jona than in the Bit 
Gilgamesh, which is deeply be 
loving relationship between tw 

Mason's "Gilgamesh," which 
noted as the first effort to un 
sciously run it as a homose:* 
was taken from John Gardner'; 
tion of stone-carved tablets foi 
Middle East. 

"It was based on real 
Sumerian life," Mason said, 
classes, we talked about ho\ 
change among cultures, an^feg 
apparently were perfectly ha] 
having two men running the c 
ty. That they slept together am 
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SorenVelke 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Although the crowd started 
out small, those, drawn to 
Westival were rewarded with 
four hours of t ight funk, 
smooth hip-hop and the best 
make-out music since Barry 
White. 

First on the roster was Fat 
Albert Rotunda, a local funk 
outfit with nine members. 
Much of the band's set was 
tight, horn-driven funk in the 
style popularized by Ear th , 
Wind and Fire two decades 
ago. 

Vocalist Rachel de la Torre 
was ably backed by Gabe 
Glennde on bass, Tim 
Friedman on guitar, Cameron 
McGloghen on drums and. 
Reese Marshburn playing the 
keyboards. 

The band's sound was filled 
out by its horn section, with 
Paul Chandler on t rumpet , 
Dave Knirk playing tenor sax 
and two alto saxes played by 
Lopez Ricks and Tim Holford. 

Although the stage was 
packed with the other bands" 

Chris Fuller/The Western Front 
Reggie Watts of Maktub 
croons at Westival 

equipment, Fat ,Alb«^ imade 
the best of the situation, with 
members crouching dowii to 
allow, the audience to see 

'McGloghen's subdued drum 
- Solo; 

Between sets, the Paradigm 
(aka 3-Way) jumped on stage 
to freestyle a few verses while 
the next band was setting up. 

Seattle hip-hop band Source 
of Labor played next, bringing 
its liverband hip-hop to the 
growing crowd, which had 
amassed about 200 onlookers . 

Wordsayer, the band's M.C., 
was on a mission to educate 
the crowd about "true" hip-hop 
culture. 

"You can't buy hip-hop at 
Tower or Sam Goody," he said 
between songs. "You don't hear 
i t at the mall." 

Backed by live drummer 
Allen Matthews, keyboardist 
Darrius Willrich, DJ Topspin 
and Loren Davis on bass, the 
message came through for 
Westival attendees. 

Lots of slapping by Davis 
and fast, heavy beats by 
Matthews kept the crowd 
interested while Wordsayer 
rapped his way through views 
on everything from Seattle 
weather to major record labels' 
influence oh hip-hop culture. 

The tight, funky grooves and 
lightning-quick scratching 
finally got the crowd moving 
when the band broke into the 
Sugarhill Gang's "Rapper's 
Delight." 

Matthews said he enjoyed 
playing for the Western crowd, 
adding tha t he hadn't been 
here since he was in high 
school jazz band. 

"It was fantabulous," he 
said. "People was dancin"— 
they were hypin", they were 
energetic." 

The nostalgic feel of the 
night's enter ta inment was 
exemplified by the show's 
headliner, Maktub. 

Maktub's sound ranged from 
Motown-style soul to spacey, 
almost disco-sounding grooves 
a la Jamiroquai, but with more 
raw energy. 

Chris Fuller/The Western Front 
Fat Albert Rotunda dazzles the Red Square audience with the band's tight mix of siz
zling hip-hop and intoxicating funk during Saturday festivities that included music, 
dance and sumo wrestling. 

Vocalist Reggie Watts exud
ed AT Green, Curtis Mayfield, 
and Isaac Hayes all in 'one, 
while keyboardist Alex Veeley 
created swimming melodies 
with an electric piano and a 
clavinet, which sounds like a 
guitar with a wah effect. 

At the same time, drummer 
Davis Martin and bass player 
Kevin Goldman held down the 
bottom end with some of the 
tightest grooves ever produced 
by mere humans; the audience, 
which had grown to about 300, 
showed its appreciation by 
sticking around to dance 
through the cold, windy night. 

Watts often gave the songs a 
scratchy intimacy afforded by 
singing through an old tele
phone (soulfully exuding the 
longing he sang about). 

At several points during the 
band's set, Watts broke into 
rapid-fire scatting that exem
plified the primal energy of 
Watts' vocal style. 

More than a few audience 
members were impressed by 
the show. Ben Davis, a senior 
majoring in biochemistry, was 
impressed with his vocal style. 

"I'm pretty impressed with 
Maktub," he said. "I haven't 
heard so much soul since 
Marvin Gaye died." 

Roger Hoffman, a friend of 
Davis' from Lake Stevens, 
echoed Davis' sentiment, 
adding that Source of Labor 
was a pleasant surprise. 

"The whole show was pretty 
cool," he said. "Especially 
Source of Labor. That was a 
pretty cool take on the whole 

rap thing—I kind of expected 
more of the guns 'n' ho's stuff." 

Westival, which was funded 
by the Associated Students 
and the Alumni House this 
year, is Western's way of wel
coming incoming freshmen 
and returning students. 

"This is the welcome back 
party," John Tosh of A.S. Pop 
Music said. "It's a great way to 
get it started off, get the fresh
men into the music on cam
pus." 

Tosh also said he wanted to 
expose the audience to unique 
music at Westival. 

"We wanted something a lit
tle bit different, but pleasing to 
everybody," he said. Judging 
by the size of the crowd that 
braved the cold and wind, Tosh 
seemed successful. 

is each other's bodies seemed to be OK." 
td There are a number of versions of this 
re epic that have been dug up several dif

ferent times in ancient history, Mason 

'...Gardner may be th first per
son to translate this and stand by 
the racy idea that it's a homosex
ual epic. 

Kamalla Rose 
Co-director and actress 

said, who also suggests there is an over
abundance of material to analyze. 
Gardner's translation. 

"We chose this version because it's 
word for word, a very accurate source," 
said Kamalla Rose, co-director and 
actress. "The other thing that's very dif

ferent about this particular translation 
is that Gardner may be the first person 
to translate this and stand by the racy 
idea that it's a homosexual epic." 

The cast of Mason's Gilgamesh all 
claim to have experienced ideal chem
istry throughout the course of preparing 
for and performing the play. Mason 
claims that workability came through 
the actors' understanding of the text. 

"The principal actor, Gilgamesh, is a 
gay man who admits that fact openly," 
Mason said. "That represents for him a 
tremendous investment of time and self 
into identifying with the character...it's 
really all about him." 

Rob Olson, who played the role of 
Gilgamesh, said the defining moment 
came when Gilgamesh dismissed a 
seductress. : 

"It's not really until he empowers 
himself to spite Ishtar saying, 'No, 
you're not good enough. Enkidu's good 

I interp 
enough,' that he accepts how he feels 
about other people. That's the moment," 
Olson said. 

Previous to Gilgamesh, Mason has 
had many years of experience in the
ater, which began in high school with 
chorus parts in Gilbert and Sullivan 
musicals. 

"Practically everywhere I've gone I've 
sort of gotten that reputation for doing 
things out of line," Mason said. 

*His experience is quite overwhelm
ing," Olson said. "Working with David 
Mason, you have to be on your toes. You 
have to be clever enough to hear what 
he's saying." 

What'sleft of Mason's Gilgamesh is a 
screenplay transformation of the script. 

"Now we still have to turn it into a 
real play," Rose said. "We'll start with 
Gardner's estate. He did that transla
tion as the last thing in his life. Our 
first step is to go back to him." 

Chris Goodendw/ The Western Front 
Veronica Traveler as Ninsun 
glances at crowd. 
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Catching fire, receiving accolades 
After spending his summers on a 
fishing boat, this Viking gives 
Western someone to cheer for 

By Kim Lincoln 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

After enduring the blistering 
winds and pelting rains of the 
Bering Sea, Viking receiver Ben 
Clampitt re turns to Western 
each fall to get tackled and 
crushed by the opposing team. 

Clampitt, 22, said he has 
spent every summer since he 
was 15 fishing off the coast of 
Alaska with his father, Paul, a 
commercial fisherman. 

"Ever since I can remember, I 
was doing something on a fish
ing boat," he said. 

As a child, he would do odd 
jobs like painting and cleaning, 
but now he said he spends 
weeks on end in rough seas to 
earn money for tuition. 

"We're not like the other guys 
out there who fish for one day 
and come back in, we're out at 
sea for two to three weeks work
ing 18-hour days ... it's rough," 
Clampitt said. 

He said he enjoys the freedom 
and independence of fishing and 
that it is a good job to have 
because it only requires him to 
work during the summer. 

After fishing in Alaska, 
Clampitt returns to Western as 
a starting receiver for the foot
ball team. 

Clampitt transferred to 
Western winter quarter of his 
sophomore year from the 
University of Puget Sound, 
where he played wide receiver 
for the Loggers. 

"My dad went to school here, 
and he really wanted me to go 
here too," he said. 

Clampitt showed up for spring 
practice in 1997 and was invited 
to play ball for the Vikings that 
fall. Last season alone he had 71 
catches for 1,288 yards and 10 
touchdowns. 

"He's one of the guys you 
know you can count on," said 
Scott Mitchell, Viking quarter

back. "If I need a first down I 
know I can throw the ball to 
him." . 

Clampitt said he really enjoys 
football because it gives him a 
chance to be part of a team. 

"When the team needs a big 
play, he's the one the they can 
look to," said former Viking 
receiver Joey Smith. "He's what 
you call a game-breaker, he can 
change the game with just one 
play." 

Clampitt said he also plays 
football because his family 
enjoys it. Clampitt said his dad 
flies down from Alaska for 
almost every game, even away 
games. When he can't make it, 
he calls from sea to get the final 
score. 

Clampitt attended high school 
in The Dalles, Ore., where he 
won several awards for football 
and also acquired injuries that 
continue to haunt him today. 
While running track his junior 
year, Clampitt tore the ham
strings in both of his legs. These 
injuries caused him to sit out his 
first season at Western. 

"It's nothing I can't deal with, 
I just have to take some more 
time with it and make sure I 
stretch it out well," he said. 

After graduating in June , 
Clampitt wants to coach his lit
tle brother Miles' football team 
in The Dalles. Other than that, 
he said he may consider fishing 
or traveling. 

"There is so much out there, 
and I have so many opportuni
ties," he said. "I don't really 
know exactly what I want to do." 

Clampitt said he's learned 
more about football during his 
three years at Western than the 
previous eight years he's played 
the sport. 

He said he owes his success to 
his coaches and fellow team
mates who have given him the 
confidence and strength he 
needs to do anything. 

F S ^ CHECK OUT OUR 
NEW COURSES! 

• English 317m, Introduction to Fiction: 
Writing the Short Story (4) 

• Environmental Science 317m, National 
Parks: History of an American Innovation (4) 

• History 417x, History of Christianity (4) 

MWESTERN 
H a WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING 
650-3650 • 800 E. Chestnut 

ISMilpll i i iBl nnnr 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Western receiver Ben Clampitt gears up for Saturday's home
coming game against the University of Western New Mexico. 
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MILLIONS OF 
THE BEST MINDS IN 

AMERICA HAVE ALREADY 
CHOSEN THE BEST 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM: 
TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to planning a 

comfortable future, America's 

best and brightest turn to the expert: 

T IAA-CREF. With over $250 billion in 

assets under management, we ' re the 

world s largest retirement system, the 

na t ions leader in customer satisfaction,* 

and the overwhelming choice of people 

in education, research, and related fields. 

Expertise You Can 
Count On 

For over 80 years, T I A A - C R E F has intro

duced intelligent solutions to America s 

long-term planning needs. We pioneered the 

portable pension, invented the variable 

annuity, and popularized the very concept 

of stock investing for retirement. In fact, we 

manage the largest stock account in the 

world (based on assets under management). 

Today, T I A A - C R E F can help you 

achieve even more of your financial goals. 

With T I A A - C R E F you'll find the 

flexibility and choice you need, backed by 

a proven history of performance, 

remarkably low expenses, and peerless 

commitment to personal service. 

Find Out for Yourself 
To learn more about the world s premier 

retirement organization, talk to one of ou r 

retirement planning experts, or better still, 

speak to one of y o u r colleagues. Find out 

why, when it comes to planning for tomor

row, great minds think alike. 

To find out more - give us 
a call or visit our website 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it." 

1 800 842-2776 
www.tiaa-cref.org 

"IMLBAR. Inc., 1997DtfintiConlribulwn ExrtUtitct Rnlinifj. Past performance is no guarantee of Future results. TIAA-CRKF Individual and Institutional 
Services, Inc. distributes CREF certificates and interests in the T1AA Real Estate Account. Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc. distributes the 
T1AA-CRF.F Mutual Funds. For more complete information, including charges and expenses, please call for prospectuses. Read them carefully before 
you invest or send money. To request prospectuses, call 1 800 842-2733. ext. 5509. Investments in securities such as mutual funds and variable annuities 
are subject to certain risks including the possible loss of principal. jyjg 
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Viking netters 'flat' against SPU, lose second straight 
By Andrea Abney 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

The women's volleyball team 
lost to Seattle Pacific University 
Tuesday, three games to one. 
The loss drops the Vikings to 5-5 
overall and 2-2 in Pac-West 
Conference play. 

The Vikings have won four of 
their last six matches after a 1-3 
start. 

"Both teams played well," cap
tain Jessica Jones said. "They 
just outplayed us in a couple of 
rallies and that was the differ
ence." 

Western lost the first game 3-
15. The team had only 10 kills in 
the game, compared with the 
Falcons' 22. The Vikings were 
also called for six net violations, 
all on points. 

"Our defense was horrible in 
game one," outside hitter Donja 
Walker said. "We weren't disci
plined at all." 

"We came out flat and dug a 
hole for ourselves," coach 
Michael DiMarco said about the 

tone of the game. "It's the second 
match in a row against two 
tough opponents tha t we've 
come out flat." 

Western came out strong in 
the second game, winning 15-11. 
The team was down 4-8 when 
DiMarco called time out. 
Western went on to score three 

'Both teams played well. 
They just outplayed us in a 
couple of rallies, and that 
was the difference.' 

Jessica Jones 
Viking captain 

straight points and later tie the 
score at 10-10. The victory came 
on a service ace by Michelle 
Parker. 

"We didn't execute in game 
one," Jones said. "We talked 
about that between games and 
our execution was the key to the 

second game." 
Western lost the third game 

11-15. 
The Vikings jumped to an 

early 4-0 lead but couldn't hold 
on as the Falcons led by as much 
as five. Western had a late-game 
rally, but it wasn't enough to 
win. 

"We just let the third game get 
away," DiMarco said. 

Western lost the fourth game 
15-17. After being down by six, 
Western battled back to tie the 
score at 13-13 and later 15-15. 

The crowd roared as game 
points were exchanged between 
the teams, but SPU pulled it out 
in the end. 

"We showed a lot of heart in 
the fourth game," DiMarco said. 
"It was an exciting match for the 
fans." 

Walker led the Vikings in kills 
with 13, while Parker had 12. 
Jill Dean led in both assists, 
with 42, and defensive digs with 
18. Kristen Mann led in blocks 
with 3. 

"Shannon Rowland did a nice 

One trip here and 
your health plan 

could pay for itself. 
If you or a member of your family has a 

medical emergency this quarter, how can 

you be sure your finances will survive? 

The Student Emergency Health Plan 

QUARTERLY 

PREMIUM 

Individual S64 
Family S118 

continues through the month in which a 

quarter ends. 

Enrollment Applications for enroll

ment are available at the WWU Cashier's 

Office, Student Health Center, or at NWMB. This plan provides for treatment of 

covered emergency illness or accidental injury You may enroll in the plan for the 1999 fall quarter 

conditions. Coverage is provided through Northwest through October 8, 1999-

Washington Medical Bureau and is available for you Premium The quarterly premium is $64 for an 

and your dependents. (Please see the benefit individual and $118 for a family, 

brochure for complete coverage information.) Questions Contact the Student Health Center at 

Eligibility Students, visiting professors and 650-7352 or Northwest Washington Medical Bureau 

dependents are eligible. You may enroll at the time at 734-8000. NWMB office hours are Monday through 

you register for classes, provided you are currently Friday from 8am to 5pm, except holidays. Northwest 

carrying six or more credits. Your coverage is effec- Washington Medical Bureau is located at 3000 

tive for the month in which a quarter begins and Northwest Avenue in Bellingham. 

fa 
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON 

MEDICAL BUREAU 
S i An Independent licensee ol the Blue S>:ield Association 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Viking captain Jessica Jones goes up against SPU. 

job coming off the bench for Kim Western will play five home 
Formo," DiMarco said. "She's a 
true freshman and it's the most 
she's played all season." 

"As long as we beat the teams 
that SPU beat, then well be 
fine," Walker said about the 
impact of Tuesday's loss. 

games in a row, the next one 
tonight against St. Martin's. 

The Vikings host Central 
Washington University on 
Saturday. 

Both games are at 7:30 p.m. in 
Carver Gymnasium. 

Homecoming festivities 
By Andrea Abney 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western celebrates homecom
ing today and Saturday. The 
theme is "Rock Around the 
Clock." 

Festivities will begin with 
fireworks and a bonfire tonight. 

Saturday the football team 
will take on the Western New 
Mexico Mustangs and the home
coming celebration will end 
with the Homecoming Dance 
Saturday night. 

The homecoming bonfire and 
fireworks show will begin at 7 
p.m. Friday on field D, across 
from Faifhaven College. 

The Chrome Dinettes, a '50s 
band featuring psychology pro
fessor Lou Lippman, will per
form. . 

Free beverages, snacks and 
the famous Homecoming rasp
berry brownies will be available 
for everyone. 

"I bet 700 people came out last 
year," said Alumni events coor
dinator Kristie Lundstrom of 

last year's bonfire. "This year 
the grounds staff has a huge cow 
that they're going to make into a 
mustang to put on the bonfire." 

There will be a 5K 
Homecoming Fun Run/Walk at 9 
a.m. Saturday on the all-weath
er track. Registration begins at 
8 a.m. Food and prizes will be 
available to all participants. 

A homecoming tailgate party 
will take place from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Saturday at Civic 
Field. The cost is $3 per person 
for a tasty lunch of bratwursts, 
potato salad, beverages and 
more homecoming brownies. 

Also at Civic Field, beginning 
at 1 p.m., watch the Vikings' 
football team take on the 
Western New Mexico Mustangs. 

Admission at the gate is $6 
general and $5 for Western stu
dents. 

Homecoming events wrap up 
with a dance from 9 p.m. to mid
night in the Viking Union Main 
Lounge — admission is $4. 

"The whole weekend will really 
be a lot of fun," Lundstrom said. 

• Attention western atuaenis: • 

i Campus Buddies j 

Make a lasting friendship with a Little Buddy. 

As a "Big Buddy" you will be matched with a 
"Little Buddy" between 6 and 14 years of age. 
The goal is to build a friendship and have fun. 

Get started, call today! 

XJ 
Call Today! 
671-6400 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Whatcom County 
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rew 
By Jeff Hoffman 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Any Western coach will say 
that a relentless crowd can help 
take the opposing team out of 
the game and establish a huge 
home-field advantage. The deaf
ening noise as Central 
Washington University brings 
the ball down the court in the 
final minutes of a close game 
can make it impossible to exe
cute its offense. With this in 
mind, Western has embarked on 
a new program to help bring out 
the students in force. Welcome 
the Blue Crew. 

The Blue Crew was designed 
to help bring more school spirit 
to Western and to try to make 
the athletic contests more fun 
for the students to attend. 

"We are trying to create an 
event that people enjoy," said 
Blue Crew member Ryan 
Shawhan. "It's not just people 
playing basketball or volleyball 
or whatever the sport is. We 
want people to come to an event 
— to enjoy coming to the event." 

"I can remember back in high 
school, going to your high 
school's football game," said 
Blue Crew member J en 
Brandolini. "That was Friday 
night. That is all tha t you want
ed to do was go to your football 
game. That's what we want to do 
here. We want to make it an 
exciting place to bring your 
friends and have a good time." 

There are two levels of Blue 
Crew participants: the basic stu
dent participants and a wilder 
bunch called the Extremists. 

"The Extremists are creating 
an atmosphere that is fun and 
vibrant and alive," Shawhan 
said. "We want the people to 
want to come back and bring 
their friends and support Viking 
athletics." 

Students who are involved in 
the Blue Crew not only help 
support their school, but also 
can receive free perks for 
at tending Western sporting 
events. 

"Any student coming to any 
one game gets a T-shirt," Bob 
Hofstetter, Blue Crew coordina

tor. "If you come to two events, 
you get a coupon for $1 off an 
espresso or latte at Marriott, 
and the incentives keep on 
growing." 

Universities nationwide have 
seen a significant decline in stu
dent support and general school 
spirit during the past two 
decades. The Blue Crew is just 
one of the ways Western is try
ing to boost spirit and bring stu
dents back to the games. 

The concept for the Blue Crew 
came from the University of 
California-Davis' Aggie Pack. In 
1991, a group of approximately 
50 students formed the Scream 
Team. They attended the games 
wearing special T-shirts. Slowly 
the Scream Team developed into 
the present-day Aggie Pack — 
the largest student spirit orga
nization in the United States. 

Scott Brayton was one of the 
early founders of the Aggie 
Pack. 

"Basically, our purpose is to 
generate school spirit and gen
erate excitement for the athletic 
event," he said. "We do skits, 
pass but and throw out stuff to 
the crowd. During an average 
game, we will throw out 
between 300 and 400 different 
items." 

"For me, it's a way for stu
dents of all backgrounds to come 
together under one blanket: UC-
Davis athletics," Aggie Pack 
member Ryan Richmond said. 

The Aggies have seen their 
winning percentage at home 
grow from approximately 50 
percent in the late '80s and 
early '90s to more than 75 per
cent in the past six years. 

UC-Davis has also been 
awarded the Sears Director's 
Cup twice as the top athletic 
program in the nation. 

"The more students get 
involved with athletics, the 
more people we get to support 
the teams here at Western," said 
Brandolini, also a former 
Western softball player. 

"It's really hard to play well 
when you are playing here and 
there aren't very many people at 
the games," Brandolini said. 

"Sports are fun. We're trying 
to make it fun for students to 

Western walloped by SFU 
Clan scores three goals in 10 minutes 

By Jaime Martin 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Western women's soccer 
team lost 4-1 to Simon Fraser 
University Wednesday. 

Forward Christine Avakian 
scored her fifth goal of the sea
son — Western's only goal — on 
a breakaway an hour into the 
game. 

The team is now 6-4 overall 
and 1-2 in the PacWest. 

"I don't think there was a 
highlight in that game," coach 
Derrek Falor said. "I don't want 
to beat around the bush, but I 
don't think we were prepared to 
give 100 percent intensity." 

The Clan took control of the 
game late in the first half, scor

ing three of its four goals in a 
10-minute span. 

The first was scored by for
ward Sara Maglio, who also 
played for the Canadian team in 
the Women's World Cup last 
summer. 

Simon Fraser players Alix Ius 
and Randee Hermus scored two 
more goals to complete the 10-
minute rally. 

"We have a certain style of 
play and we didn't bring it to the 
game," Viking Stacy Schilter 
said. "We weren't playing with 
heart and intensity." 
Western is ranked sixth in the 

NCAA Division II West ratings. 
Western plays Western 

Oregon University noon 
Saturday at the soccer field. 

Just like Red Square in your bedroom 
The Western Front Online 

http://westernfront.wwu.edu 

PARKING & TRANSFORATION NEWS 
Campus Express 
The Express schedule has been aligned to make a reasonable commute from 
Civic Field, the York Neighborhood, and Lincoln Street to the campus and 
back again. These two routes are a contract service with the entire cost paid 
for by WWU Parking & Transporation Services through collections of parking 
fees. Some individual runs experience greater volumes than others and may 
require some schedule adjustment on the riders' part. At present, parking per
mits are avilable in the C Lots for those who desire this option. 

Schedules are available through Parking & Transporation Services or by look
ing up Route 20 in WTA's Transit Guide. 
Parking Permits 
Some users have found the 1999-2000 permits difficult to secure to the rear 
window. This can be eased by following these steps: 
1) Ensure that the lower driver's side area of the rear window is clean. 
2) Peel the backing off of the permit and affix any stickers enclosed. 
3) Press the whole permit firmily onto the rear window, lower, driver's side. 
4) If necessary, you may "re-static" the permit by rubbing it on upholstery o 

clothing. 
5) If you will be regularing transferring the permit, you may wish to 

purchase a clear hangtag from Parking & Transporation Services for $1. 

PAID ADVERTISMENT 

VIKING FOOTBALL 
Homecoming 

Saturday 

BE PART OF THE TRADITION 

Come watch your Vikings take 
on Western New Mexico 

PGPSl 

w w u v i k i n g s 

Western Washington 
vs 

Western New Mexico 
Saturday, October, 2nd 

Civic Stadium, 1:00 p.m. 

Need a r i d e t o the g a m e ? 

Free shuttles depart from the Viking Union approx. 12:00 p.m. 

*&? Friday, Oct. 1st 
WWU v.s. Saint Martin's 

Carver Gym, 7:30 

Saturday, Oct. 2nd 
WWU v.s. Central 
Carver Gym, 7:30 
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Wdfina Win a H l immer? See OUr WebSlte for (tetailS* Deadline tor online entry is 1CM5/99. Mail-to entries must be postmarked by 1Q/1S99, No 
purchase necessary. Must be at least 18 years old and a licensed driver in state of residence. Void where prohibited. For Official Ruies, mail a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: The eCampys.com wanna Win a Hummer? Rules, c/o Marden-Kane Oept RF, 36 Maple Place, Manhasset, NY 1103a Requests received after 10/31/99 will not be lutfilted. 
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OPINIONS 
Letters & Editorials The Western Front • 14 

Tax burden not worth 
sacrificing government 

This November, voters will make a decision that could forever 
change the landscape of Washington state politics and government. 

At first glance, Initiative 695 seems to be the ultimate in populist 
politics. It would reduce the tax burden of the sixth-highest taxed 
state in the union, keeping taxpayer's money out of the hands of the 
omnipotent and inefficient government as well as give voters a 
direct say on important tax issues. 

But a closer look at 1-695 reveals that the anti-tax initiative is 
shortsighted and dangerous to the state economy and system of rep
resentative democracy. 

The initiative fails in three ways: it will provide the biggest cut to 
those who need it the least, while throwing crumbs to those who 
need tax relief the most. It will strip the state of funds vital to keep
ing roads and public services in good shape and, most importantly, 
it will strip the state legislature of its ability to do its job. 

The worst thing about 1-695 is that despite its populist shell, at its 
core it is inherently unfair to everyone but the rich. For example, a 
1999 Mercedes Benz ML 320 retails for about $41,000 and costs 
about $834 to license. 1-695 would save the owner about $750. A 
1995 Honda Civic, which retails for about $10,000 and costs about 
$180 to license. The owner would save only $150. 

The well-heeled owner of a $40,000 car saves four times more than 
the lower-income owner of a $10,000 car. Ask yourself, is that fair? 

According to a recent Seattle Times article, 1-695 would also strip 
the state of $750 million, or 7.5 percent of the state's operating bud
get. Most importantly, it would cut the Department of 
Transportation and public transit budgets in half. 1-695 doesn't 
sound like a good deal for students, the elderly and the poor — those 
who rely most on public transportation. 

1-695 supporters say this can be handled,by spending the state's 
$l-billion budget surplus. But it is impossible to spend that much 
money under spending limits imposed by 1994's 1-601. Even with
out 1-601 restrictions' this idea is preposterous; what happens when 
the state's economy goes downhill and the surplus dries up? 

The worst part of 1-695 is the devastating blow it would give to 
representative government. I t would require voters to go to the polls 
for every public fee or tax increase. Sounds like a good idea until, as 
required under the language of 1-695, voters have to approve a 5-
cent raise in school lunch prices because the cost of broccoli went up. 

Supporters say this provision will send a message to do-nothing 
legislators. Whatever happened to "throw the bums out?" 

The so-called "tabs initiative" is an ill-conceived, reactionary and 
dangerous piece of legislation buried underneath a populist cover
ing. Tax relief is much needed, but not at the cost of destroying the 
state's infrastructure, services and government. 

Frontlines are the opinion of The Western Front editorial board: John 
Bankston, Erin Becker, Lisa Curdy, Corey Lewis and Greg Tyson. 

The Western Front 
Editor: Erin Becker; Managing Editor: Corey Lewis; Copy 
Editors: Bryta Alvensleben, Julie Graham, Remy Kissel; Photo 
Editors: Chris Goodenow; Chris Fuller; News Editors: Lisa 
Curdy, Tiffany White; Accent Editors: Angela Smith, Greg 
Tyson; Features Editors: Alyssa Pfau, Steven Uhles; Sports 
Editors: Jenni Long, Curt Woodward; Opinions Editor: John 
Bankston; Cartoonist/Graphics: Kevin Furr; Adviser: Lyle 
Harr is ; B u s i n e s s Manager: Carol Brach; Advert i s ing 
Manager: Joel Hall. 

Staff Reporters: Andrea Abney, Shannon Ager, Sharon 
Armbruster, Monica Bell, William Bennion, Kristin Bigsby, 
Chalain Brazzell, Cory Chagami, Homer Cook, Cole Cosgrove, 
Rachel Dooley, Marc Fenton, Devin Finco, Alex P. Hennesy, 
Jeffrey Hoffman, Jacob Horn, Liam House-Doyle, Matt Jaffe, J.J. 
Jensen, Jessica Keller; Brandon Korab, Steve Leslie, Kimberly 
Lincoln, Millissa Macomber, Kevin Maloney, Jaime Martin, Jill 
McEvoy, Laura Mecca, Melissa Miller, Jessamyn Morisette, 
Katherine Mullen, James. Neal, Jenni Odekirk, Tami Glsen, 
Meghan Pattee, Daniel Pearson, Joshua Porter, Natalie Quick, 
Tiffany Reighley, Edward Routh, Terrill Simecki, MariLynn 
Terrill, Jeremy Thurston, April Uskoski, Michael Van Elsberg, 
Soren Velice, Craig Yantis. 

And we quote: 
"Historical fiction ... can instruct. Fiction 

larded into a work purporting to be history 
is just fakery." 

George Will, on Edmund Morris' "Dutch," a controversial 
memoir of Ronald Regan. Seattle PL, Sept. 30, 1999. 
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1-695: A DREAM COMES TRUE 
1-695 may sever licensing taxes, 
but voters will still pay other ways 

^^smMMM nal ran rernpfiizp fchp state will is mandatory voter-armroval for 

Tami L. 
Olsen 

COMMENTARY 

Initiative 695 appears to be a 
dream come true. In a nutshell, 
the initiative will lower the 
Motor Vehicle Excise Tax from 
the current 2.2 percent of the 
value of the vehicle to a flat tax 
of $30. The initiative also 
requires a voter approval of a 
tax increase. For those who pay 
hundreds of dollars to keep their 
cars on the road every year, I-
695 appears to be the answer to 
all our financial woes. Guess 
again. 

It's clear to see that the state 
will lose billions in revenue gen
erated by the MVET if 1-695 
passes. It's so simple that the 
average voter can figure it out 
using their fingers and toes. 

If it costs $250 per year to 
renew vehicle tabs, and that 
sum is reduced to $30, simple 
math reveals this action results 
in a $220 reduction in motor 
vehicle tax. It is clear, even to 
the simple-minded individual, 
$220 is. a lot of beans. The typi
cal government-fearing individ

ual can recognize the state will 
always get its beans one way or 
the other 

A report by the state's Office of 
Financial Management issued 
last August state 1-695 will cut 
an estimated $1.1 billion in rev
enue. That figure is expected to 
increase to $1.7 billion by 2003. 

So where does all this money 
go? The report also states the 
estimated $1.5 billion generated 
this year will be distributed 
between state t ransportat ion 
programs, local transit districts 
and local governments to be 
used in a variety of ways includ
ing local t ransportat ion and 
criminal justice. A casual drive 
through Seattle on a weekday 
afternoon is a testament of how 
critical these dollars are to our 
state. 

If 1-695 passes, where is the 
state going to get its beans? The 
report also states some of the 
potential fall outs if 1-695 pass
es. One will adjust property 
taxes to include motor vehicles. 
The painful reality is the state 
will not let the mother of all tax 
breaks take place without find
ing another way to get your 
money, particularly when we're 
talking about billions of dollars 
in lost revenue. 

The second absurdity in 1-695 

is mandatory voter-approval for 
all state tax and fee increases. 

Now let's be reasonable, who 
out there in la-la land will vote 
yes on a tax increase? 

1-695 has a loophole. Section 6 
of 1-695 states an "emergency 
measure" does not require voter 
approval in the event of a tax 
hike. Conveniently enough, 
"emergency measure" is not 
defined. Safeco Field represents 
in the minds of many baseball 
fans the future of the American 
pastime in Seattle. 

To Washington voters, it is a 
$500 million "emergency mea
sure." 

The head-shaking t ruth is I-
695 is not the answer to motor-
vehicle salvation. Certainly, the 
tremendous tax break will make 
our wallets a little heavier, but 
for how long? 

Deal with it Washington! 
When a state has no income tax, 
the money must come from 
other sources. 

The amount of revenue that 
will be lost at the hand of this 
initiative is staggering, and it is 
foolish to think that our state 
will function without the aid of 
our pocketbooks. 

As for the voter approval tax 
increase - WELCOME TO 
SAFECO FIELD! 

1-695 struggles 
to make sense 
To the editor: 

Nov. 2, Washington state voters 
will have the chance to change 
something a lot of people do not 
like — the car-licensing tax. 

Not only would 1-695 change 
the way tha t a lot of public 
funds are spent, but it would 
make money that is available to 
some really good causes 
unavailable. 

Sure, spending $30 a year on 
your license sounds really good, 
but does paying huge increases 
on Washington s tate ferries 
sound good? 

The other major problem that 
I see with 1-695 is that when a 
person buys a big SUV or a lux
ury sports car, if they can afford 
to pay for the car then they can 

afford to pay for the tax. 
When I start to look for a new 

car in a year I am not going to be 
able to spend $30,000. There is 
no way that a person who buys a 
$30,000 new car should be pay
ing the same amount that a 
recent college graduate is pay
ing for a used car at the cost of 
about $10,000. 

As for the budget surplus we 
have, it would only last about a 
year-and-a-half if the law passes. 

Dave Kearns 
Western senior 
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Western parking woes solved with two wheels 
Kristen 
Hawley 

COMMENTARY 

The morning ritual of finding 
a parking space at Western fre
quently resembles the frustra
tion of a search for an open spot 
at Safeco Field during a 
Mariners game. 

Drivers circle the lots endless
ly, all seeking tha t magical 
empty space, only to find it occu
pied by the car whose driver 
woke up earlier or drove to cam
pus faster. 

While s tudents complain 

about the lack of open parking 
spots on and around Western's 
campus; the most obvious solu
tion falls by the wayside: Find 
another mode of transportation. 

Even with the limited number 
of pn-campus parking spaces 
available to students — 2,146 to 
be exact — more and more peo
ple drive to school every year, 
said Greg Lawrence, manager of 
Western's Parking and 
Transportation Services. 

More than 11,700 students are 
enrolled at Western this year, 
Registrar Joseph St. Hillaire 
said. Do the math — we can't all 
drive to school and expect to find 
a parking space. 

For $15 per month, students 
can purchase a bus pass from 

'Maybe Western should 
create more parking. The 
Sehome Hill Arboretum 
sure takes up a lot of room 
where a parking garage 
could go.' 

Whatcom Transit Authority, 
which is a cost comparable to 
one tank of gas. Economical ben
efits aside, WTA offers campus 
routes from most parts of town 
as frequently as every 10 to 15 
minutes. 

While many drivers have 
noticed the renovation of the 

Samish Way overpass because of 
the traffic congestion, most 
probably have not paid attention 
to one of the new features of the 
bridge: bike lanes on both sides 
of the road. 

Bicycling is not only economi
cally and environmentally 
sound, but also an excellent car
diovascular workout. Rather 
than driving to campus to run on 
a treadmill, why not hop on a 
bike and enjoy Bellingham's fall 
colors? 

As cars increasingly clog roads 
leading to campus, the simple 
activity of walking is forgotten. 

Students complain about 
walking all the way from the 
16CR lot to campus, which is a 
distance of about half-a-mile — 

two laps around a track. 
Maybe Western should create 

more parking. The Sehome Hill 
Arboretum sure takes up a lot of 
room where a parking garage 
could go. 

What about that patch of trees 
where frolicking deer are often 
spotted? A gravel lot could go 
there. 

Rather t han complaining 
about how Western is not accom
modating enough to drivers, stu
dents should learn to appreciate 
not only the several alternative 
modes of t ransportat ion 
Bellingham provides, but also 
the fact that our campus is sur
rounded by na tura l beauty 
instead of concrete parking lots. 
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Dig Taste Bursts with Big Savings! 
s2.89 Pizza Combo 

The 

Plaza 
Pizza. 

Viking Addition 
Plaza Level 

Mon.-Thurs. Ham-IOpm 
Fri.-Sat. Ham-9pm 

Sun. i2pm-9pm 

WITH THIS COUPON 

Receive H off 2 huge slices 
of piping hot pizza and a 
16 oz. fountain beverage. 

Regular Price *3,&9 

Come celebrate the great ̂ ^ flavor 
of La Vincita pizza at Plaza Pizza 

Enjoy by October 15, 1999 

Viking Union 

The Western Front 
Position Open Immediately 

Requirements: 
•Deliver The Western Front twice a week 

-On and Off Campus-
•Must Have Reliable Transportation. 
•Full time student enrollment required. 

Submit Resume and Letter of Intent to: 
Business Manager, Student 

Publications, CH 5, MS 9100. 

The Western Front 
Position Open Immediately 

Requirements: 
•Previous clerical and 

reception experience helpful. 
•Responsible, organized, 

able to meet deadlines. 
•Full time student enrollment required. 

Submit Resume and Letter of Intent to: 
Business Manager, Student Publications, 

CH 5, MS 9100. 

Education 
Resource 
Center 

Lab supplies for 
all levels! 

•Ale & Lager 101 
•Survey of Craft 

Brewing 
•Belgian Ale Ecology 
•Post-doc Research 

21 & Over 
O P E N A T 

3:00 P.M. S U N . - F R I . 
1:00 P .M. SAT. 

DOWNSTAIRS AT 
1212 TENTH ST. 

FAIRHAVEN 
360-647-7002 

www.nas.com/ArcherAle 

The Largest Selection of Beads 
and Jewelry Findings Between 

Seattle & Vancouver! 

Creative 
Beading Supplies 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
In Historic Fairhav«n 

I (360) 671-5655 

2BR/1BA quiet location across 
fronipark. Avail, immediately. Call 
Maureen at 715-9660. 

PT REAL estate photographer 

Bellingham/Mount Vernon area no 
exp req must be organized, promt, 
professional, excell customer ser
vice skills, have reliable transporta
tion and avail Mon-Fri daylight 
hours. $20 per basic shoot + $3.50 
addl room shot, call or email Grace 
Cooley (206)3210-4105 ' or 
bam @ intuiti vegroup .com 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 
Against Domestic Violence needs 
volunteers to work as Court 
Advocates, Support Specialists, and 
Community Liaisons within the 
Criminal Justice System. Help 
make the system work more effec
tively for victims of Domestic 
Violence. Training begins October 

13. For application & training 
information contact 714-9601. 

NEW SCHOOL year, new Prices! 
Get the math help you need! 
Special limited group offer! Math 
by Blain http://blainn.cc/math 

LOST NECKLACE sliver w/ blue 

birds @ sehome village sent, value 

Return to Sigma 503!!! 
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Savings - $25 

-^~ 

varsitybooks.com 
Your Online College Bookstore 

Save up to 40% on new textbooks. 
Get them in 1-3 business days. Guaranteed. 

*Books delivered in no more than three business days or your shipping is refunded. Some restrictions apply. See www.varsitybooks.com for details. J 


