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Animal research lab vandalized — $5,000 in damages, animals stolen 
By Kristen Moored 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Miller Hall's animal research 
laboratory was broken into and 
vandalized sometime between 
10:30 p.m. Saturday and 10:25 
a.m. Sunday. 

Four research rabbits and 37 
ra ts were stolen from the base
ment and several offices were 
ransacked. 

A group known as the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) claimed 
responsibility. 

The ALF is an organization of 
animal rights activists who tar
get science labs, slaughterhous
es, fur farms and retail fur 
stores. 

The FBI has considered clas
sifying the ALF as a terrorist 
organization. 

According to a press release 
from the ALF, the group 
entered the building shortly 
after midnight, first destroying 
psychology professor Merle 
Prim's office. 

All contents of Prim's office, 
including large volumes of 
research and books about surgi
cal technique, were soaked in 
two gallons of muriatic acid. 

The initial estimate of the 
damage is $5^000, said Dave 
Doughty, ass is tant "campus 
police chief. 

Even though the animals can 
be replaced and the rooms put 
back together, the months of 
research done by students can
not be reclaimed, said Ronald 
Kleinknecht,. psychology 
department chair. 

~' See RATS, page 4 

Steven Uhles / The Western Front 

(Above) Vandals spray 
painted the bulletin board 
in the office of Troy Morin, 
Western animal care techni
cian. 

(Left) A couch contaminat
ed with muriatic acid is 
covered in plastic and 
marked by caution tape. 

(Right) Komo News 4 
camaraman Steve Ramaley 
shoots footage of empty rat 
cages that remained. 

Western parking manager leaves 
without warning, questions remain 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Parking lots crowd during week. 

By-Ken-Brierly 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Greg Lawrence vacated his 
position as Western's parking 
manager Oct. 18. 

Vice President of Business 
and Financial Affairs George 
Pierce and University Police 
Chief J im Shaw requested his 
resignation during a meeting 
with Lawrence the previous 
week. 

"Greg and I finally agreed he 
should look at other endeav
ors," Shaw said. "He did a won
derful job while he was here, 
but we thought we should reor
ganize parking and public safe
ty." 

Lawrence's sudden and unex
pected departure came as a sur
prise to Parking and 
Transportation employees. The 
swift and silent way he 

resigned was intentional, Shaw 
said. " ' • " . 

"Without encroaching on 
Greg's privacy, we felt it was 
best to make a quiet and quick 
change," Shaw said, declining 
to elaborate further on the 
move except to say t h a t 
Lawrence's dismissal wasn' t 
necessarily or solely due to job-
performance issues^ 

"This is not a one-dimension
al problem," Shaw said. 
"Sometimes performance is 
based on a lot of different areas. 
To say it 's jus t performance 
would be too big — I don't want 
to go there . I t is jus t t h a t 
Western's unique and some 
things change over time." 

Lawrence's stint at Western 
lasted jus t 22 months. During 
tha t time, his department nur
tured the growth in usership of 

See PARKING, page 16 

Chris Goodenow/ The Western Front 

New student 
login, password 
required Jan. 1 

By Terrill Simecki 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Starting Jan . 1, all Western 
students will be required to 
use new computer lab login 
passwords to get into the cam
pus network, and they will 
have access to new and 
improved computer capabili
ties. 

Joseph Pham, Academic 
Technology & User Service 
Help Desk head consultant, 
said students have been able to 
create passwords since the 
beginning of fall quarter and 
tha t about 25 percent of stu
dents have already created 
passwords. 

The new passwords are 

See LOGIN, page 16 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Viking football 
victorious, again 

Viking football keeps its 
whining streak alive with a 
victory against Chadron 
State 26-14. 

See story, page 10. 

Terrifyingly terrific 

Eschewing 
the s tandard 
one p u m p k i n 
and a paper 
ghost formu
la, a local 
household 
takes holiday 

decorating to the extreme. 

See story, page 9. 
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STATE NEWS 

L a w s u i t filed i n Sea t t l e 
aga ins t p a r k i n g m e t e r s 

A class action lawsuit has 
been filed against the city of 
Seattle about parking meters. 
The suit was filed by attorney 
Steve Berman after he was con
tacted by a person who had seen 
reports of parking meter prob
lems on KOMO-TV. 

An investigation by the station 
found that as many as 40 per
cent of the city's meters short-
time drivers. The meters expire 
too soon. 

The city has more than 8,700 
parking meters. 

Berman's suit seeks unspeci
fied damages. He's also asking 
for a court order that could force 
the city to stop using parking 
meters until they all are fixed. 

A b e r d e e n m a n w h o o r d e r e d 
b o m b i n g of p r o b a t i o n 
officer s en t t o p r i s o n 

The Aberdeen man who 
ordered the bombing of his pro
bation officer has been sen
tenced to 62 years in prison. 

Steven Edward Pink apolo
gized Monday in Grays Harbor 
County Superior Court. He said 
there was no excuse for what 
happened. 

Pink was convicted of conspir
acy to commit murder for the 

attack last J anua ry at 
Montesano on Corrections 
Officer Tom Perrine. 

He was severely injured when 
a bomb went off as he climbed in 
his car. Perrine lost a finger and 
doctors had to rebuild his right 
leg. His eye and face were also 
injured. 

Pink is a convicted drug deal
er who was supervised by 
Perrine. 

The man who set the bomb, 
Gary Davis, pleaded guilty to 
attempted murder and is serv
ing a 40-year sentence. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Golfer d ies i n j e t c r a s h 

One of the world's most recog
nizable pro golfers, Payne 
Stewart, is among five people 
dead after the mysterious crash 
of a Learjet. It flew uncontrolled 
for hours over the nation's 
heartland before coming down 
in rural South Dakota. 

Officials said there may have 
been a pressurization failure. 

Stewart was known for his 
knickers and tamoshanter hat. 
He won the U.S. Open this year, 
his second. 

B u c h a n a n s w i t c h e d p a r t i e s 

As several hundred support
ers cheered him on, Pa t 
Buchanan turned away from the 

Republican Party and joined the 
Reform Party. He said the next 
election is the last chance to 
save the republic from what he 
calls a "godless world order." 

L ibe r ty Tree comes d o w n 

The nation's last surviving 
Liberty Tree is being cut down. 
Several hundred people gath
ered in a solemn ceremony 
Monday in Maryland. The tree, 
which like other gathering spots 
in the original colonies was a 
powerful symbol of the 
American Revolution, was seri
ously damaged by. Hurricane 
Floyd. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

I s r ae l d e t a i n s foreign 
C h r i s t i a n g r o u p m e m b e r s 

Israel plans to deport 21 for
eign Christians, most of them 
Americans. 

Israel radio reports that police 
arrested the foreigners Monday 
— fearing they were planning a 
mass suicide or other dangerous 
acts in anticipation of Christ's 
return. 

The group's leader is a New 
York state native. He said he 
moved to Israel because he 
believes Jesus will return very 
soon. He says he and his follow
ers were arrested because they 
speak the truth. 

This isn't the first time Israel 
has detained Christian groups. 
In January, Israel expelled 12 
followers of a Denver-based cult. 
And earlier this month, it barred 
Irish and Romanian pilgrims 
from entering the country. 

Olympic commi t t ee admit 
t e d r e s i d e n t s h a d a lmos t n o 

c h a n c e of ge t t i ng t i cke t s 

Sydney Olympic organizers 
admit the Australian public 
stood almost no chance of get
ting tickets to some events at 
next year's Games. 

But Olympic officials defend 
their decision to t ry to sell 
350,000 of the best seats to the 
rich for inflated prices. 

The head of the Sydney 
Olympic ticketing subcommittee 
said the board's big mistake was 
not making the high-priced tick
et program public. 

Australians have expressed 
outrage at the ticket program. 
The committee has stressed that 
52 percent of the nearly 10 mil
lion tickets would be offered to 
the public, but the percentage 
was much lower for popular 
events. 

Even so, officials said the 
amount of tickets being sold to 
the Australian public is still con
siderably higher than for the 
1996 Games in Atlanta. 

Compiled by Devin Finco 

Bellingham Weather 
llllll^^llil 

Partly sunny with isolated 
morning showers. Highs 50. 

^^^^KK^^HHHII^^^HII^^^^^^^^ 

Increasing clouds with rain 
developing late. Highs 55 to 60 

Mostly cloudy with showers. 
Lows 40 to 45. Highs 55. 

Increasing clouds. Rain late. 
Lows 40 to 45. Highs 55. 

commentary, 

Visit The Western 

The "western Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; once 

a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Washington 

University, CH 110, Bellingham, WA 98225-9100. The Western Front is 

the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 

Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertising. 

News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are enrolled 

in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled at 

Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in 

College Hall 07, or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entided to a single free 

copy of each issue of The Western Front. 

WWU Official Announcements 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday for the Tuesday edi t ion and noon Wednesday 

for the Friday ed i t ion . Announcements should be l imi ted to 50 words, t ypewr i t t en or legibly p r in ted , and 

sent t h r o u g h campus mail to "Off icial Announcements , " MS -9117, via fax to X/7287, or b rough t in 

person to Commissary 113A. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT. 

Phoned announcements wi l l no t be accepted. All announcements should be signed by or iginator. 

PLEASE POST 

THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST is offered at 9 a.m. Mondays on Oct. 25, Nov. 1,8,15, 22, 29 and Dec. 6 and at 3 p.m. 
Thursdays on Oct. 28, Nov. 4 ,11 ,18 and Dec. 2 and 9. Sample problems: http://www.washington.edu/oea/aptp.htm. 
Registration is not required but photo ID and a No. 2 pencil are. A $10 fee is payable in exact amount at time of test 
STUDY SKILLS PRESENTATION. The Tutorial Center offers the following free sessions: • "Reading for Meaning," 3 
p.m. Oct. 26, BH 109; • "Note Taking," 4 p.m. Oct. 28, BH 112; • "Time Management," 3 p.m. Nov. 2, BH 109; 
• 'Test Taking," 4 p.m. Nov. 4, BH 112. Contact the Tutorial Center, X/7915, for more information. 
A HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAM INFORMATION SESSION will be held at 1 p.m. Nov. 4 in MH 114. Find out about 
the bachelor of arts degree in Human Services offered through Woodring College of Education. For more informa
tion, call X/7759. 

WWU SURPLUS AUCTION 9 a.m. Nov. 6, Armory Building motor shed, lower level. Items may be inspected from 9 
a.m. to noon Nov. 5. Payment is required within one hour of sale's conclusion by cash, money order, cashier's check or 
certified check. Personal or business checks accepted with proper identification. 
THE TEST FOR ENTRANCE INTO TEACHER PREPARATION (TETEP) may be taken at 2 p.m. Nov. 16 in FR 4 or Dec. 
1 in OM 587. Registration is required in OM 120. A $25 fee is payable in exact amount at time of registration. TETEP is 
not administered on an individual basis. Admission deadline is Oc t 31 for winter quarter and Jan. 31 for spring quarter. 
MILLER ANALOGIES TEST: Registration is required in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $35 fee is payable at time of testing. 
Testing takes approximately 1 Vz hours. Testing will be at 2 p.m. on Nov. 19, OM 482 and 2 p.m. Dec 13, OM 482. 

On-campus recruiting 
Hogan, Mecham, Richardson & Co., Tuesday, Oct. 26. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Frito-Lay, Wednesday, Oct. 27. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Pacific Capital Resource Group, Wednesday, Oct. 27. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Mervyn's, Thursday, Oct. 28. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Novellus Systems, Inc., Thursday, Oct 28. See company binder and employer file in career library, OM 280. 
Clark Nuber, Monday, Nov. 1. Submit resume and cover letter by Oct. 19 pre-seiect deadline. 
Codesic, Inc., Monday, Nov. 1. See information in signup folder. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Farmer's Life Insurance, Wednesday, Nov. 3. Submit resume by Oct. 27 to Career Services, OM 280. 
Consolidated Electrical Distributor, Pre-select interviews Tuesday, Nov. 9. Submit resume only to OM 280 by Oct. 26. 
Consolidated Graphics, Pre-select interviews Tuesday, Nov. 9. Submit resume only to OM 280 by Oct. 26. 
Mervyn's (assets protection), Wednesday, Nov. 3. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
American President Lines (APL Limited), Thursday, Nov. 4. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
Target Stores, Friday, Nov. 5. See company binder in career library, OM 280. Attend one-hour information session in OM 280 at 
4 p.m. Nov. 4. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
SSC San Diego, Tuesday, Nov. 9. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. Bring unofficial transcript to interview. 
Sherwin-Williams Co., Wednesday, Nov. 10. Submit resume and sign up for interview in OM 280. 
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P E O P L E M A K I N G A N I M P A C T O N C A M P U S 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 

Johnson teaches a wide range of classes — his favorite class 
examines the relationship between race and public policy. 

B y K r i s t e n H a w l e y 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Vernon Johnson's first taste of 
activism as a high school student 
in Cincinnati got him hooked. 

He took part in a city-wide boy
cott of classes in 1968 to protest 
the lack of an African-American 
student union for high school stu
dents in the city, and his discov
ery of the power of protesting is 
why he is still an activist today. 

"It gives you a sense of empow
erment when you have all those 
people together," said Johnson, a 
political science Western profes
sor. "It gives you a sense that you 
could make a difference." 

In 1994, Johnson joined several 
community members in founding 
the Whatcom Human Rights 
Task Force, which is designed to 
raise community awareness of 
human rights violations. 

"We were interested in doing a 
community program to increase 
tolerance for social diversity as 
the community became more 
diverse," he explained. 

The task force founders came 
together after a cross burning at 
a migrant farmers camp in 
Lynden in August 1994. 

"During a period when other 
events like that were happening, 
there were concerns that law 
enforcement was not taking it 
seriously enough," he said. "That 

Consider a career 

safeguarding 
workers' health 

I l V e in Seattle and S t u d y Industrial Hygiene & Safety at the 
University of Washington's Department of Environmental Health. 

industrial hygiene and 
safety sciences are 
devoted to evaluating 
and controlling . 
working conditions to 
prevent worker illness 
and injury. 

After two years of supported schooling, 
you will be prepared for a wide range of 
well-paid professional jobs in industry, 
government, or consulting—and an 
interesting dynamic career helping 
protect the lives and health of workers. 

Visit OUr Webs i te http://faculty.washington.edu/ihas/ 
or for more information 
write Department of Environmental Health 

Graduate Program Office 
School of Public Health & Community Medicine 
Box 357234, University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195-7234 

call Graduate Program Office 206-543-3199 

Applications are encouraged from women, minorities, 
and people with disabilities. 

led to the interest in having some 
oversight of the law enforcement 
procedures when racial harass
ment occurs. There were several 
generations here that saw the 
community changing in ways 
they didn't like, producing social 
tensions." 

The tension hit even closer to 
home in 1995 when a group of 
anti-Semites attacked two 
Western students. This prompted 
the WHRTF to implement the 
"Not in Our Town" campaign. 

"It was a teachable moment of 
the growth of the far-right and 
anti-Semitic movement (in 
Bellingham)," Johnson said. 

"Not in Our Town" began in 
Billings, Mont., in 1993 as a com
munity response to a brick 
thrown through the window of a 
Jewish family displaying a meno-
rah during Hanukkah. 

Concurrently, the task force 
gained permission to use the 
"Joining Hands Against Hate" 
logo, which a group of local 
women designed to counter the 
emergence of the "far right" in 
Bellingham, Johnson said. 

"We postered the community 
with 'Hands Against Hate,' repli
cating the show of solidarity in 
Billings," Johnson said. "It kept 
us going for so long." 

He said his involvement as a 
self-described anti-war activist 
and black militant in college 
sparked an interest in politics. 

"I wanted to understand the 
political system better," he said. 
"I gravitated toward (political sci
ence) because that's the discipline 
that explained it." 

As an activist leader of a black 

student union at Akron 
University in Ohio, Johnson 
helped found an African-
American student center, which 
still exists. The sense of accom
plishment he said he felt prompt
ed him toward educating others. 

"When you're an activist, espe
cially in a position as a speaker, 
you're an educator," he said. 
"Teaching and research activism 
are all very intimately involved." 

Johnson teaches a wide range 
of classes, from introductory level 
to specialized graduate student 
classes, but his favorite is one 
examining the relationship 
between race and public policy. 

"It's outside my training, but 
very much in my field of experi
ence," he said. "A lot of my own 
stuff comes out in that class. 
People appreciate that authentic
ity." 

Johnson's extensive knowledge 
make his classes enjoyable, said 
David Toyer, a senior political sci
ence major. 

"He'll give you more informa
tion in one class than most pro
fessors will give you in a week," 
Toyer said. "He's a down to earth 
guy that can convey education in 
a way that a lot of people can 
grasp." 

Johnson said he encourages 
students to get involved in com
munity organizations.. 

"Being an educator gives you a 
nice position in the community to 
be effective and reach a larger 
audience," he said. "Teaching in 
the university is also very dear to 
me because you guys are going to 
go out in the years to come and 
hopefully make a difference." 

KERRY'S 
RESTAURANT Emomm 

((miTRAVEL CENTER)) 

S p e c i a l i z i n g in S t u d e n t Trave l 
*Home for t h e Hol idays 
•Win te r B r e a k E s c a p e s 
• S p r i n g B r e a k 2 0 0 0 

We'll do the work so you don't have to! 
2 2 0 5 Elm St. B'ham 

6 7 6 - 1 4 3 0 

Your own room 
One hfcwk fnim Viking 

€!e»fl fbJk wily. Qukt nights 

3 t a i i J a n u a r y * M n r t h n , J « l y t tecjik. 

International Home 
317C*dar at North forest 
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Artis Spoonman and J im 
Page will perform at 8 p.m. 
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Animals stolen used to special diet; temperature, acid destroys four months of research 
RATS, from page 1 

"This particular incident has 
wiped out the quarter 's work for 
a number of students in several 
courses and senior seminars," 
Kleinknecht said. 

"It will take me at least four 
months working seven days a 
week to get back to the point I 
was at," said Krist ine 
Bennington, senior psychology 
major who works with rats . 

The destroyed rooms had 
books thrown on the floor, 
paperwork strewn about. 

In the labs themselves, cages 
were spread out and opened. 

All paperwork and experi
ment research was stolen. 

Graffiti was spray painted on 
many of the walls with slogans 
such as "Vegan Power." 

Additionally, six one-gallon 
jugs of muriat ic acid were 
spread throughout several 
rooms. 

Many protests on campus 
have targeted animal research; 
however, this is the first act of 
vandalism. 

The Psychology Department 
has conducted both behavioral 
and psychological research on 
animals, which has lasted for 
more than 40 years. 

"Last March we made it quite 
clear tha t the only thing we 
were doing was studying behav
ior," Kleinknecht said. "The 
research done here is an inte
gral part of scientific training in 
psychology and other scientific 

The Western Front archives 

One of the many cages in the matrix of Miller Hall's rat housing during last winter. 

disciplines at Western and at 
most institutions of higher edu
cation." 

Primates, rabbits, ra ts and 
lizards are kept in the base
ment of Miller Hall, but they 
are not harmed, Kleinknecht 
said. 

The animals in Miller Hall 
can't survive outside the lab. 

They are kept on a specific 
diet and a t a constant tempera
ture. 

Kleinknecht said tha t none of 

the primates have ever or will 
ever see daylight, however, he 
emphasized tha t the animals 
have never been tortured or 
killed. 

"I am not a murderer," 
Bennington said. "I love my 
rats." 

"These animals are healthier 
t h a n the average household 
pet," Doughty said. 

"Animal research is an inte
gral pa r t of the research 
process, and we at Western 

comply completely with all 
oversight regulations," Western 
President Karen Morse said. 

Western is not the only school 
raided by the ALF; the group 
has also raided one university 
in Minnesota and one in 
California. 

The ALF has promised future 
attacks, but Doughty said he 
does not believe the group 
would strike Western again. 

The FBI was informally con
tacted regarding the incident. 

On-Campus Interviewing: 

AMERICAN PRESIDENT LINES (APL) 
Thursday, November 4 

For Management Trainee positions. 
Majors: Business, Internat'l Relations, Poli.Sci., 

Geography, etc. 
Sign-ups required, beginning Oct. 21 

CAREER SERVICES CENTER 
.D M A I N 280 (360)650-2944 

presents 

WARREN Q MILLER'S 

a new school film celebrating 50 years of filmmaking 
^ 5 t— I M N U S Meniadenf j M00TOt9Ot,M 

MX BAKER THEATRE 
This Friday, Nov. 5 - 8:00 

FREE LIFT TICKET TO WHITE PASS! 
Everyone attending FIFTr will receive a FREE mid-week lift ticket to White Pass; a second 

consecutive day FREE with- the purchase of an all day lift ticket toMt. Bachelor 
OR Receive a FREE lift ticket plus discount lodging from ML Bachelor Village: 

AND a certificate for a FREE lift ticket to Vail/ 

Tickets available at the Ticket Office (M-F 10-5:30), « g 
Sportsman Chalet, Fairhaven Bike a Mt, Sports, Yeager's 
& Ts'cketmaster locations, Charge by phone {360} 734-6080. ** 

For discounts on groups of 10 or more call {800} 523-7117. 
Each group order will receive the "Making of FIFTY" video. 

f {206} 628-0888 

tidbtft titt&w at www.ikh6m*f*r.a 

.Whftelte.. MWQEm<s 
"Some restrictions apply. 

vauffi ^ 

THA 
W B B M m , 4 P — i • • • • • • » • % 

I § X J B O O K ) 
SEHOME VIILAGE • 32036th Street • BELUNGHAM 98225 

phone: 360,647.1000 • fax: 360 J140631 • www.textbookplace.com 
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International exchange programs offered in Old Main 
By April Uskoski 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Imagine having the opportuni
ty to visit a foreign country while 
enrolled at Western or to study 
abroad surrounded by Hawaiian 
traditions. 

Western's International 
Programs and Exchanges wel
comes students interested in 
broadening their education to 
stop by. 

Located in Old Main 530E, 
IPE offers a variety of study 
abroad and educational 
exchange programs throughout 
the world and in more than 155 
accredited universities within 
the United States. 

The Multidisciplinary 
International Research Training 

'Only an average of four or 
five applications are turned 
into the IPE for this pro
gram a year.' 

Liz Partolan-Fray 
Director of International 

. Programs and Exchanges 

Program, offered by the IPE, 
allows students to help others 
while conducting research that 
will be used to help improve the 
conditions of a Third World com

munity. 
MIRT is a nationally designed 

program for underrepresented 
students interested in pursuing 
careers in biomedical and behav
ioral research. The program 
focuses on population-based 
health research in countries 
such as Zimbabwe, Argentina, 
South Africa, Ecuador, Peru and 
the Dominican Republic. 

"It is an incredible opportunity 
for students to make a real con
tribution for a struggling com
munity," said Liz Partolan-Fray, 
director of IPE. 

Examples of previous research 
topics developed through MIRT 
are "The Practice of 
'Curanderismo' (Natural 
Healing) in Peru" or the "Case-
Control Study of Lung Cancer" 
in Argentina. 

Western student Sopheay 
Hun traveled to Ecuador 
through the MIRT program this 
summer to research the general 
health of the disabled and elder-

iy. 
"I would definitely recommend 

going through the MIRT pro
gram or any exchange at that," 
Hun said. 

Western's MIRT program, 
developed in partnership with 
the University of Washington 
and Dillard University, accepts 
approximately 30 students 
between the three schools. 

The biggest problem for 
Western is receiving applications 
for this fully-funded educational 

Courtesy of International Programs and Exchanges 

MIRT students study access to health care in Ecuador at 
Centro de Investigaciones En Medio Ambiente y Salud. 
opportunity. Students accepted Partolan-Fray said. 
into the program receive round-
trip airfare to the foreign 
research training institution, 
stipends based on educational 
background, foreign living 
expenses and health insurance. 

"Only an average of four or 
five applications are turned into 
the IPE for this program a year," 

An International 
Opportunities Fair is scheduled 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 28 in 
the Viking Union Main Lounge 
to answer questions about MIRT 
and other educational programs. 

Application materials for 
MIRT are available in the IPE 
office or the Multicultural 
Services Center in Old Main 285. 

A MIRT information session 
will be at 4 p.m. Nov. 2 in Viking 
Addition 455. 

The MIRT deadline for under
graduate students is Dec. 15. 

International fair 
offers travelling 
tips, opportunity 

By Christian Knight 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Students contemplating life 
after school and who have a 
yearning to travel may find the 
answer to both of those issues 
at 11a.m. on Oct. 28 at the 
10th annua l In terna t ional 
Opportunit ies Fa i r in the 
Viking Union Main Lounge. 

The fair, orchestrated by 
Donald Gorman of the Career 
Services Center, will host 30 
international exhibits ranging 
from the Peace Corps to 
Bellingham Travel. 

"It is the student's opportu
nity to get international infor
mation he/she could not get 
otherwise," Gorman said. 

The fair hopes to serve stu
dents seeking careers and 
adventures abroad. For exam
ple, one of the programs tha t 
will a t tend, the American 
Youth Hostels, is designed to 
provide discounted shelter. 

Since i ts inception, the 
In te rna t iona l Opportunit ies 
Fai r has a t t rac ted various 
international program. 

For example, the Peace 
Corps has a part-time employ
ee working at Western as a 
recruiter. 

Western has one of the high
est recrui tments of Peace 
Corps volunteers , Gorman 
said. 

"We try to assist people in 
seeing the world," he said. 

For additional information 
about the upcoming fair, call 
the Public Information Office 
at 650-3350. 

On-Campus Interviewing: 

FARMERS LIFE INSURANCE 
Thursday, November 11 

For Accountant positions. 
Majors: Accounting, 3,0 min. gpa 

Preselect - Resume & Cover Letter 
Bv Oct 27 deadline 

C A R E E R S E R V I C E S C E N T E R 
O ID M A IN 2 80 (360) 65 0-2944 

"JET" TO JAPAN FOR A YEAR! 
JOIN THE JAPAN EXCHANGE & TEACHING PROGRAM 

Visit Our Booth at "The International Opportunities Fair", 
Thursday, 10/28/99 - Viking Union Lounge (11 am - 2 pm) 

Appty Now For JUy 2OO0 Departure! 

One Year Minimum Commitment: 

July 2000 - July 2 0 0 1 

Positions: 
Assistant Language Teacher, 
Coordinator for International Relations 

Remuneration/Benefits: 
3,600,000 yen (approximately), Airfare (from pre-designated 
cities), Housing assistance, Return Airfare (upon successful 
completion of contract) 

-All applicants must obtain a BA/BS degree by 6/30/2000 -
Application Submission Deadline: December 8,1999 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION CONTACT: 
Consulate-General of Japan - JET Program Office 
601 Union Street, Suite 500, Seattle WA 98101 
Phone: 206-682-9107 ext 25 - email: jetdesk@hitmark.com 
www.embjapan.org/seattle/jet_home.html 
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Western to welcome 
families, memories 

By Kim Lincoln 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Students and their families 
are invited to explore 
Western's past and discover its 
future at the Fall Family Open 
House Nov. 5 through the 7. 

"The purpose of the open 
house is to provide families 
with the opportunity to see the 
campus and the environment 
of their student's classes," said 
Anna Carey, director of New 
Student Programs and Family 
Outreach. 

Along with giving parents an 
opportunity to explore campus 
and the Bell ingham area, 
Carey said she believes the 
highlight of the weekend is the 
t ime pa ren t s and s tudents 
have together. 

"Parents really use th is 
weekend as an opportunity to 
visit their student," she said. 
"The most important event of 
the weekend is the interaction 
parents have with their stu
dent and vice versa." 

The festivities begin with an 
award-winning play, The 
House of Blue Leaves, wri t ten 
by John Guare and directed by 
senior Melissa Brown. 

Pa ren t s and s tuden ts are 
invited to enjoy the play in 
Performing Arts Center room 
199. 

Tickets are $4 and can be 
purchased a t the PAC box 
office. 

Saturday, football pa ren t s 
are invited to join their sons at 
a Football Parents Breakfast. 

"It's a get-together where we 
invite parents up for breakfast 
on Saturday to spend time with 
their team member," said John 
Ely, assis tant football coach. 

Following the breakfast , 

5 bttesf HHs .: 

To +he Worlds Greatest Flicks 

Trek V*4eo 
Ih Old fairhaven 

Mu& wore than a 
JppSO video store 

1200 13th S t - 671-1478 

on the web at: http:// 
members.aol.com/trekvideo 

Give Your Halloween Costume a 
Vrop-Vtad-Looh With 

To-Dte-For 

BEADS' 

I Creative Beading Supplies 
In Historic Falrhavon 
( 3 6 0 ) 6 7 1 - 5 6 5 5 

President Karen Morse and 
Eileen Coughlin, vice president 
for Student Affairs, will begin 
the day's festivities wi th a 
reception in the Western 
Gallery from 10 to 11 a.m. 

During the reception, par
ents will have a chance to 
browse the gallery's most 
recent exhibition, Point of 
Origin: Western's Art Alumni. 
The show honors gradua tes 
from the past 50 years who 
have succeeded in the visual 
ar ts beyond their graduation 
from Western. 

From this point, pa ren t s 
have a variety of options to 
choose from, Carey said. They 
can tour the campus and vari
ous departments, at tend facul
ty lectures, go on a na ture and 
bird-watching cruise from 
Squalicum Harbor or a t tend 
the 1 p.m. football game at 
Civic Field, she said. 

With Western celebrating its 
centennial, parents will also 
have a unique opportunity to 
learn about the school's history 
by visi t ing the Whatcom 
Museum of History and Art's 
free photo exhibition, Western 
Views, a photo retrospective of 
Western's first century. 

Carey said parents and stu
dents interested in at tending 
the open house can find a com
plete schedule of events for the 
weekend on Western 's Web 
page a t www.ac.wwu.edu/~nsp-
fowwu/ or by calling the New 
Student Programs and Family 
Outreach office at 650-3846. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

PUB & RESTAURANT 

The Elephant 
& Castle 

At Belli* Fair Mall 
Friday, October 29 Costume Party - Prizes 

Mark Hamilton 
The Magical Hypnotis 

Sunday, October 31 Costume Party - Prizes 

Comedy Nlgfrt Every Sunday Night 
21 & older 

Every Friday 4-7pm 
50tf Taco Bar 

• Free Pool • Dart Leagues 
• $2 Pints • $2 Well Drinks • $2 Glass of Wine • 

Bellis Fair Mall 671-4545 

RECYCLE CENTER STAFF 
***1999-2000*** 

The Recycle Center recycled about 
900,000 pounds of material last year! You 
can recycle; cardboard, mixed paper, glass 
bottles, plastic bottles (number 1 -7) and tin 
at the campus and residence hall recycling 
depots. For more information call the 
Recycle Center at 650-3088. 

Western Recycles! 

;| Supports our Northwest Environment 
f 9. 
I S 

Organizational Endorsements: 
• Rainbow Coalition 
• Washington Conservation Voters 
• Whatcom Co. Democrats 
• Laborers Local 276 
• Internationa] Brotherhood 

of Electrical Workers 
• Bellingham Police Guild 
• Bellingham Fire Fighters Local 106 

"I'm committed to 
working to keep 
Bellingham livable 
— a place our children 
and grandchildren will 
want to call home." 

— Mayor Mark Asmundson 

'Thank you for working for 
clean water, I like water." 

— Gien Smith, grade 6 

Mark with Glen Smith (left) and his brother Eira 

flE-ELBCT' 

• Whatcom Co. Central Labor Council 

Leader • Listener • Problem Solver • Consensus Builder 

Make Your Vote Count on November 2 

Mayor 
Mark 

Asmundson 
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Cellular revolution attracts 
many collegiate consumers 

Photo illustration by Casey Routh/The Western Front 

Increased cell phone usage has focused attention on phone etiquette. 

By Kristin Bigsby 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

It's become a habit for Jennifer 
Gorski, a junior at Western, to 
switch off her cellular phone 
before entering a public building. 
She's quite aware that the sound 
emitted from the quick click of a 
tiny black power button is rela
tively inoffensive when compared 
with the shrill rings that resound 
from her phone and the chatter 
that commences after. But she's 
not so sure about the others. 

Gorski claims to be one of the 
few cell phone owners who 
acknowledges the impact of her 
private phone conversations in. 
public. 

Many people today do not con
sider cellular phone etiquette a 
priority, said David Alles, Western 
biology professor. 

"I think technology is causing 
people to forget themselves," Alles 
said. 

The ringing of a cellular phone 
is a sound no longer restricted to 
the privacy of vehicles. It's now 
commonly heard at the movie the
ater, in the grocery store and on 
college campuses. 

"I think that many people find it 
uncomfortable when you're having 
a personal conversation in a public 
place," Gorski said. "I think that 
most of those conversations proba
bly could just wait." 

Gorski cannot recall seeing cell 
phones on Western's campus in 
past years. This year, she said she 
sees them gripped in the hands of 
students as they walk between 
classes and pressed to the ears of 
many in Red Square. Gorski has 
noticed that some people slip their 
phones into class, stowing them in 

Tired of pulling your hair out trying 

to find a decent parking space? 

If you used a mon th ly pass from 

WTA, your parking worries would be 

over . Our r o u t e s f rom W W U 

throughout Whatcom County will 

get you where you need to go, when 

you need to go! Stop wasting your 

time and money and get aboard, it's 

our turn to drive! 

For schedule information call: 676-RIDE (7433) or 676-6844 fTTY) 

bags or blatantly setting them on 
desktops. It isn't often she hears 
them ringing in the classroom, but 
the occasional interruption from a 
noisy cellular phone shifts the 
focus of Gorski and other students 
away from the professor. 

Western does not have any rules 
that govern cell phone use on cam
pus, but there is a clause which 
outlines disruptive behavior in the 
Western bulletin, said Connie 
Copeland, assistant to the vice 
president of Student Affairs. 

"A cellular phone can be disrup
tive," Copeland said. "Western 
doesn't have a policy against 
them, because our experience is 
that students want to maintain an 
environment in which they can 
learn." 

The frequency of in-class calls 
hasn't yet called for discipline, but 
it could be the case that the cell
phone rage hasn't hit Western as 
hard as other universities. 

At the University College 
Dublin in Ireland, interruptions 
from cellular phones are almost to 
the point, of appalling, said 
Western senior Dana Luthy, who 
spent a semester studying abroad 
last year. 

"It was so different from 
Western," Luthy said. "I think if I 
saw people talking on cell phones 
here as often as I did over there, it 
would be a strange thing. In 
Dublin, it was just common — 
especially in the computer labs." 

Cell phone companies haven't 
traditionally targeted college stu
dents as potential buyers, said 
Aaron Askew, manager of Sound 
Advice in Bellingham. 

Sixteen years ago, Sound Advice 
began selling mobile phones to the 
business community. The cus
tomer base has grown to include 
people who buy cell phones for 
emergencies and convenience, 
Askew said. 

"No matter where they are or 
what they're doing, people want to 
be accessible," he said. 

Pocket-size communication has 
become trendy, which may 
account for a lack of manners asso
ciated with cell phone owners, 
Askew said. 

Rules of etiquette aren't sold 
with cell phones as they were with 
telephones, University Judicial 
Officer Michael Schardein said. 

"One of the things that the 
whole technology age has created 
are some problems with the eti
quette of how to use these 
devices," he said. "When the tele
phone was invented, I was there. 
They actually had in the telephone 
books etiquette of how to use the 
telephone. Etiquette does need to 
be made more clear. Students 
need to understand that they need 
to be cognizant of how their behav
ior may impact others." 

"The way we judge manners 
hasn't changed," Alles said. "The 
introduction of cellular phones, 
you could say, has caused people to 
forget what they're doing." 

But Gorski hasn't forgotten. 
She learned at an early age to be 
considerate of others. 

It only takes a split second 
before a quiet click tells her the 
phone is off. She doesn't want to 
sting the ears of innocent people 
around her with the ring of her 
cell phone — its audible poison, 
she says, can wait. 
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Angela Smith/The Western Front 
A restless spirit is rumored to walk among customers at local 
restaurant Dos Padres. 

/UACAMOLE 
V J H OSTS 

By Bill Bennion 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Walking into Dos Padres 
Mexican Restaurant in 
Fairhaven, patrons often notice 
the walls of wood and brick or the 
antiques hanging from, the walls. 

But the antiques are not the 
only remnants of the past — some 
of the building's past visitors are 
rumored to remain. 

The building, which was built in 
1929, has an old, comfortable feel 
and an interesting history of its 
occupants, living or otherwise. 
Employees of Dos Padres say the 
building is haunted. 

"According to rumor, it used to 
be a brothel, and I guess one of the 
female ghosts might have been 
one of those people," said Skyla 
McLean, assistant manager of 
Dos Padres. 

Tve also heard that there is a 
male," she added. 

The building used to house a 
barbershop, where according to 
rumor, a man was shot. Sitting in 
the bar, patrons can see pictures of 
the alleged ghosts. 

Two of these pictures are of a 
young girl named Stella, and one 
is of the original owner. 

Striking up a conversation with 
a bartender could yield stories of 
these ghosts. 

One story says a girl standing 
outside waiting for one of the 
servers saw a man and a woman 
standing in the dark, closed 
restaurant, who then just faded 
away, McLean said. 

"She won't come in the build
ing," she added. 

McLean said she remembers 
once while looking for a key, she 
went through a drawer about four 
times, pulling everything com
pletely out, then looking else
where and coming back to find the 
key was in the drawer. 

Another time, while closing up, 
she heard a crash from one of the 
basements. She had a customer 
accompany her downstairs and 
found only a mysterious bucket. 

'You see shadows a lot when 
you're working by yourself at 
night; you'll see something go by 

'There are certain parts of 
our building that most of 
us won't go into at night.' 

Skyla McLean 

Dos Padres assistant manager 

in your peripheral vision, and 
when you go to look, there's noth
ing there," McLean said. 

"There are certain parts of our 
building that most of us won't go 
into at night... and unless I am 
absolutely forced to, I won't go into 
either of our basements at night," 
she said. 

Some parts of the building seem 
more haunted than others, said 
Dos Padres owner Jim Altman, 
who doesn't like to close up the 
restaurant by himself. 

One of the restaurant's doors, 
which now has a latch, used to 
open and close by itself, he said. 

On Friday night, the women's 
bathroom door shut on someone, 
waitstaff manager Ann Latta said. 

"If s no reason not to come here," 
Altman said. "Generally they're 
friendly ghosts." 

Dos Padres consists of two 
buildings combined into one with 
two basements. Altman calls these 
basements "the catacombs" for 
good reason. The narrow halls and 
low ceilings seem like a perfect 
atmosphere for ghosts. Getting 
lost in these small basements 
would not be difficult, despite 
their size. 

In the basements are standard 
restaurant rooms: food storage, 
beer coolers, a banquet room, 
offices and restrooms. There are 
also several ramps that lead into 
walls. Altman said he thinks most 
of them are coal chutes, but 
McLean said she thinks they are 
entrances to old passages that run 
throughout Fairhaven. 

Whatever the case, many of the 
employees are spooked. Many 
won't go into the.basements at 
night, and some avoid entire 
rooms altogether. Ghosts or no 
ghosts, the building definitely has 
a past and a presence. 

AT PLAY IN 
FIELDS OF 

By Cory Chagami 
THE WESTERN FRONT . 

Every Halloween homes are 
decorated with jack-o'-lanterns to 
greet trick-or-treaters. Most peo
ple usually go to a supermarket 
and pick out a nice round pump
kin to carve either a scary or 
friendly face into. An alternative 
to buying grocery store pump
kins would be to pick pumpkins 
right off the vine in a pumpkin 
patch. 

The jack-o'-lantern was intro
duced to America from Ireland. 
The story goes that a man named 
Stingy Jack was too mean to get 
into heaven and played too many 
tricks on the devil to get into hell. 
So when he died, he had to walk 
the earth carrying a lantern 
made of a turnip with a burning 
coal inside. Jack became known 
as Jack-of-the-Lantern or jack-o'-
lantern. 

Based on this legend, people 
began a tradition of putting jack-
o'-lantems made of turnips, pota
toes and rutabagas on windows 
and porches. They were meant to 
scare away Jack and all other 
spirits who walk the earth at 
night. 

Why are they now made of 
pumpkins? When immigrants 
came to America they found a 
shortage of potatoes and turnips 
but an abundance of pumpkin 
patches. 

The traditional pumpkin 
patch, however, seems to be a 
thing of the past because of 
muddy grounds and protruding 
vines, said Dick Fraas, a Delta 
Farms worker. 

"Most people get dirty and trip 
on the vines," he said. 

Instead of having customers 
come to the farm, Delta Farms 
rents small fields to sell harvest
ed pumpkins. 

For three years Delta Farms 
has used a small field, south of 
Mount Vernon and visible from 
Interstate Highway 5 to sell 
pumpkins. 

"It is easy to see from the free
way and the orange balls catch 
your eye," Kent resident Rob 
Howard said. "My wife and I 
were on our way to meet up with 
friends for a camping trip and 
stopped to pick up some pump
kins." 

During this time of year, Fraas 
said people looking for fresh 
pumpkins for Halloween flood 
the small, 18-row field. 

"Saturday is usually the big 
day here," Fraas said. "We go 
through hundreds every 
Saturday." 

One drawback of having the 
open field is its vulnerability to 
vandals. 

"I drive past every night hop
ing to catch them," Fraas said. 
"The worst was when they drug a 
rake down the middle of one of 

20 month-year-old Christian sean 

the rows, cutting them open and 
making (the pumpkins) inappro
priate for sale." 

While Delta Farms goes 
through hundreds of pumpkins 
every Saturday, Stoney Ridge 
Farm in Everson goes through 
thousands. 

"We had about 2,000 people 
come here last Saturday," said 
Derek Gavette, co-owner of 
Stoney Ridge Farm. 

The family-owned farm is 
home to the only pumpkin patch »* 
in the area. On Thursdays and 
Fridays the family has tours for 
grade-school children led by 
Derek's wife, Debbie. 

Here they learn about the farm 
and take a wagon ride into the 
three-acre pumpkin patch where 
each child is able to take a mini 
or "munchkin" pumpkin home 
with them. 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 

Nick Leist, in full costume, snaps his whip in the Halloween shop 
at the intersection of North State and Forest streets. 

PLAY 
By Jennae Phillippe 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

A quarter moon will hang in the 
sky. Leaves will crinkle under the 
hurried steps of small feet. 
Doorbells will ring the arrival of 
demons, princesses and bumble
bees. And Western students will 
transform themselves into crea
tures from other worlds — or 
maybe just from Hollywood. 

Traditional costumes set aside, 
the newest thing to be for 
Halloween is someone famous. 
The green witches and sheet-
ghosts of old have been replaced 
with the glamorous attire of the 
rich and famous. 

MTV is the newest place to find 
ideas for Halloween costumes, 
with scores of Western students 
dressing up as their favorite 
celebrities. 

Kid Rock made his mark on 
sophomore Alicia Wayne with his 
song "Cowboy." She plans to 
break out a pair of chaps, a cow
boy-hat and a gun for her 
Halloween costume. She said the 
inspiration for it came from the 
video. 



October 26,1999 Features The Western Front • 9 

Terril Simecki/The Western Front 

the perfect pumkin with his parents Angi and Chris Fink. 

"The children like coming 
here, and we like having them 
here," Debbie Gavette said. 
We've been booked since the 
first of September." 

Screaming children chased by 
;.heir parents through the rows 
ire a common site. Many of the 

children are repeat visitors — 
having earlier visited with their 
grade school classes. 

The Gavettes' , two young 
daughters, Abigale and 
Elizabeth, have chores and man 

refreshment stand. When 
told-the story of Stingy Jack and 
the jack-o'-lantern, Elizabeth 
responded, "I don't believe that." 

Along with the school children, 
customers can come and pur
chase pumpkins right off the 
Vine. 

They ride into the patch by 
wagon and each customer picks 

out a pumpkin that is the perfect 
size and shape, they cut it off the 
vine and take it home. 

"It's done right in front of 
them; they choose it," Derek said. 
"They just walk right out into the 
patch, look at a few and that's it." 

Large groups often come to the 
patch to do the whole pumpkin 
hunting ordeal together. They 
pick out their pumpkins, take a 
group., picture with them and 
leave until next October. 

"It's sort of a tradition for some 
people," he said. 'You see a lot of 
them come back year after year." 

For Stoney Ridge Farm, van
dalism isn't a problem. 

"We're pretty far off the main 
road here," Gavette said. "It 
doesn't happen very often." 

Many pumpkin traditions go 
along with Halloween, and carv
ing is just one of them. 

Home for the Holidays 
By Natalie Quick 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

A black cat perches atop a mis
chievously grinning cardboard 
pumpkin cutout reading "Trick-or-
Treat! Stop!" 

Most people don't need to read 
this sign to know to stop by eight-
year Bellingham resident Rita 
Smith's apartment. 

Smith's deck, which faces 
Northwest Avenue, is elaborately 
decorated for not only Halloween, 
but Christmas, Valentine's Day, 
Easter, Thanksgiving and St. 
Patricks Day. 

"I keep adding things all the 
time," Smith, 67, said. "I see more 
and more things that I know I 
really don't need." 

For this Halloween, Smith has 
arranged more than 20 pumpkins 
of all sizes amidst a most festive 
setting. Pumpkin-heads with pin-
wheeling bat wings are staked into 
the yard and a scarecrow sits 
slightly askew on a tightly bound 
bale of hay. Ghosts climb on 
orange-painted letters spelling 
BOO under orange lights wrapped 
carefully around two posts on 
Smith's deck. 

Wally, 53, Rita's husband of 21 
years and lifetime Bellingham res
ident, finds humor in his wife's 
hobby. 

"I think she got stung by a. 
pumpkin this year," he said. 
"There's a million of them out 
there on the deck." 

Of the six holidays Rita deco
rates for, she says Easter is her 
favorite. . . . 

"I got these a few years ago," 
Rita said, pointing to a photograph 
of two three-foot-tall plastic hus
band and wife rabbits. "They're my 
favorite. Easter is so fun to deco
rate for because everything is just 
so cute." 

Rita's holiday hobby began five 
years ago and has evolved into a 
community tradition. 

"Sunday morning, a man rode 
up to my yard on his bicycle and 

Nick Haney/The Western Front 

The porch at Rita Smith's apartment boasts more than 20 pumpkins. 
told me that he rides over to my 
apartment from south Bellingham 
every holiday to see what I've 
done," she said. "I started out 
doing this just for. myself, but now 
everyone expects it." 

The holiday bug has even bitten 
Wally and Rita's daughter, Cindy, 
41. Cindy and her husband built a 
home in Concrete, putting aside a 
room specifically to store her 
mother's decorations. 

"When I started the collecting, 
everything I had could be blown 
up," Rita said. "This made storage 
pretty easy. Then my collection got 
kind of out of hand, and I had 
nowhere to store all of my stuff 
until Cindy built that room." 

Rita said as she started buying 
more and more decorations, she 
bought for Cindy as well. 

"I started buying things for her 
when I bought stuff, and now she's 
hooked, too," Rita said. 

The festive spirit Rita creates 
inspires not only family and 
friends, but total strangers as well. 

Wally said about three years 
ago, he came home to find an enve-. 

'I think she got stung by a 
pumpkin this year; there's a 
million of them out there on 
the deck.' 

Wally Smith 
Rita's husband 

lope taped to their front door. 
"I opened it and there was a note 

and a $5 bill inside," Wally said. 
"The note was from this lady who 
said she liked the decorations so 
much she felt she needed to con
tribute to the cost." 

Wally and Rita are used to the 
attention their apartment at
tracts. 

"You'd be surprised," Rita said. 
'Teople come to the door all year 
long." 

Rita said she decorates for 
Thanksgiving about two weeks 
after Halloween, and will start dis
playing her Christmas collection 
the first week of December. 

<JG H A L L O W E E N D R E S S - U P 
Freshman Travis Nueman is 

living la vida loca this year as 
Ricky Martin — if he can find the 
.leather pants. 

"There are no guarantees 
though," he said. 

Sophomore Dustin Delamare 
and junior Scott Lau discussed 
dressing up as singers as well. 

"Rid Rock would be cool," Lau 
said. "But if you're going to be 
Ricky Martin, be Ricky Martin 
fromMenudo." 

Some friends of Lau's are going 
as the Backstreet Boys. Delamare 
thought it might be better to be *N 
Sync because their clothing styles 
are more unique. 

Not all Western students dress
ing up this year found their inspi
ration in music videos. Some are 
sticking to old costume ideas that 
worked. 

Lau said he thinks he'll proba
c y spend All Hallows Eve cross-
dressing as a Hawaiian hooker as 
he did freshman year. The com
plete costume, including stuffed 
bra, stockings and make-up even 
fooled a couple of guys, he said. 

Of course, they were pretty 
drunk. 

'I've got this great pink 
dress with pink fringe all 
over it and a huge ostrich 
feather for my hair. It's com
pletely obnoxious!' 

Azita Bodaghi-Birks 
Western freshman 

"I like cross-dressing," he said. 
"It's different. Masks are too hot 
and being a doctor or a lawyer is 
boring." 

The traditional villains from 
familiar stories also make great 
costume ideas. At least that's 
what freshman Jessica Parsons 
thinks. She'll need black and 
white hair and a puppy-fur coat 
for her costume. 

"I'm going to a costume party as 
Cruella De Ville," she said. 

From the big-band 40s to the 
big-hair 80s, period-style cos
tumes are also popular. The cloth
ing is as distinct to an era as the 
music. Freshman Azita Bodaghi-
Birks has been planning her 20s 

flapper costume for a long time. 
Tve got this great pink dress 

with pink fringe all over it," she 
said. "And a huge ostrich feather 
for my hair. It's completely obnox
ious!" 

Certain events dictate their 
own costumes. Bodaghi-Birks is 
wearing her pink dress to a show
ing of the "Rocky Horror Picture 
Show." The movie will inevitably 
attract its usual crowd of trans-
vestites. 

With Halloween less than a 
week away, some people are still 
undecided. 

"I haven't really thought about 
it yet," sophomore Mariana 
Gonzalez said. "Maybe 111 go as a 
cop." 

Freshman Katie Koch is look
ing for a costume at second-hand 
clothing stores such as Value 
Village and the Goodwill. She is 
looking for old-fashion clothing 
for her costume, she said. 

"I don't have Halloween clothes 
up here," Koch said. 

Some Western students think 
people should dress for the occa
sion. They prefer only getting into 
costume when others are in cos-

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 

A host of latex ghouls and goblins. 
been big on costumes." 

Either way, most Western stu
dents are finding something to do 

tume. 
"I would dress up if I was going 

to a costume party," junior Maia 
Berg said. 

Still others have decided the 
time for dressing up for 
Halloween ended when they were 
too big to trick-or-treat. 

"I'm carving pumpkins," fresh
man Chanelle Lofthess said. T m 
not getting dressed up. I've never 

for Halloween, even if it is only 
handing out candy. At the very 
least, they want to feed the hun
gry demons, princesses and bum
blebees. 

"I bought some candy just in 
case kids come by," freshman 
Katie Auve said. 
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Red-hot Vikes cruise to sixth straight win 
By Bradey Day 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

After being held to just one 
catch and virtually taken out of 
the offense one week ago, 
Western wide receiver Ben 
Clampitt was frustrated. 

"It was tough all week long," 
Clampitt said of his perfor
mance against Central Wash
ington University Oct. 16. "It 
makes it kind of hard to get 
through the week." 

Rest assured, Clampitt will 
have no trouble getting through 
this week. 

The Vikings beat the Chadron 
State (Neb.) Eagles, ranked No. 
16 nationally and No. 3 in the 
West Region, 26-14 in a game 
tha t put Western on the 
Division II football map, coach 
Rob Smith said following the 
victory. 

The 6-1 Vikings, who entered 
the game ranked No. 8 in the 
region, are assured of a higher 
ranking. 

Clampitt helped Western by 
catching six passes for 169 yards 
and two touchdowns, including 
a full-extension grab in the back 
of the end zone to put the game 
out of reach at 23-7 on the first 
play of the fourth quarter. 

The Vikings got on the board 
early as quarterback Scott 
Mitchell found Clampitt open 
down the sideline after Mitchell 
was flushed from the pocket. 
Mitchell connected with the 

wide receiver for an 80-yard 
score jus t 27 seconds into the 
contest, giving the Vikings a 7-0 
lead. 

Mitchell, who finished the day 
16-of-25 for 351 yards and three 
touchdowns, showed he could do 
more than run after rushing for 
106 yards against Central. 

"He is just a special receiver," 
Mitchell said of Clampitt. "I 
know that if I throw it anywhere 
near him, he will make the 
catch." 

After trading punts, Chadron 
State drove the ball and 
attempted a 23-yard field goal. 
Safety Mike Perez broke 
through the Eagle line and 
blocked the attempt, the first of 
two for Perez. 

Viking running back Giorgio 
Usai took the ball on third down 
and one yard to go, and went 71 
yards, to the 13-yard line of 
Chadron State. Usai finished 
the game with 113 yards on 16 
carries. 

The Vikings, however, were 
not able to punch it in and kick
er Josh Bailey's field goal 
attempt sailed wide. 

Bailey later got even, howev
er, knocking a 36-yarder 
through the goal posts on 
Western's last possession of the 
first half, giving it a 10-0 lead at 
halftime. 

Chadron State took the open
ing kickoff of the second half 
and marched 80 yards in 15 
plays, finishing the drive on a 

Chris Fuller/The Western Front 

Western tailback Giorgio Usai evades the grasp of a Chadron State defender on Saturday. 

Casey Beron 1-yard plunge to 
make it 10-7. 

After a punt from each team, 
Mitchell used Clampitt as a 
decoy and found Sean O'Brien 
on a 63-yard catch and run on 
third and 22. Mitchell then 
checked at the line and threw a 
slant pattern to Greg Dykstra 
for a 9-yard touchdown, making 
it 17-7. 

The Viking defense continued 
to baffle Chadron State, which 
had jus t 253 yards of total 

offense, almost 200 yards shy of 
its 442-yard average in six pre
vious games. 

Then, it was Mitchell to 
Clampitt time — again. A 29-
yard pass gave the Vikings the 
ball a t the Chadron State 17-
yard line. 

Three plays later, Mitchell 
threw a ball into the back corner 
of the end zone, slightly over
throwing Clampitt, who hauled 
in the 9-yard touchdown pass, 
giving Western an insurmount

able 23-7 lead after the extra 
point was blocked. 

"Big players step up in big 
games," Smith said. "Ben 
showed tha t today." 

Bailey added a 32-yard field 
goal, and Chadron State a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter 
to make it 26-14. 

For Western, the game moves 
the team even closer to the 
Division II playoffs. For Clampitt, 
the performance assures he will 
sleep better this week. 

Jenni Odekirk/The Western Front 

Western sophomore Amelia Midkiff shoves off from shore during the sunset kayak trip. 

Jenni Odekirk 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Blue herons, sandpipers, a 
huge white starfish and a shy 
seal made appearances during a 
sea kayaking excursion at 
Chuckanut Bay Thursday. 

The hour-and-a-half-long 
kayak trip was the third of four 
sunset kayaking excursions 
sponsored by the Outdoor 
Center and led by Monica 
Bastian. 

"I think (kayaking excursions 
are) a good way to get to know 
people because you can kayak 
by them and get into pretty good 
conversations," said Bastian, 

who has kayaked for four years 
and led trips for the Outdoor 
Center since last spring. 

At about 4 p.m., Bast ian 
drove the seven eager partici
pants — four of them Western 
students — and a trailer carry
ing six kayaks to the boat 
launching site at Larrabee State 
Park. 

Bast ian made sure each 
kayak was equipped with a life 
jacket, an oar, a bilge pump, 
which pumps water from the 
kayak, and a spray skirt, which 
fastens around the kayak's cock
pit and keeps a kayaker's lower 

See KAYAKERS, page 12 
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Chryslers 
O c t 3 1 s t 

C o s t u m e Party-
Happy H o u r M - T h -4-6pm S2 Pines 

Kegs & Ga l l ons t o G o 
I 107 Rai l road A v e 647-5593 

B i l l i n n r i . i n i 

S T U D E N T S , F A C U L T Y , S T A F F 
Thank You for participating in the 

University Dining Services 
customer surveys during the 

week of October 25-29. 
After completing your survey, be sure 

to enter the drawing for 2 nights 
accommodations at Whistler, B.C. 

We value ywr fieed back - Univera^TdinUif Setvtm 
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Western 
beat 
HSU 
Monday, 

Men blank Humboldt State 
Morton tallies hat trick; shutout is Green's third this year 

By James Neal 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Jim Morton scored Western's 
only three goals to lead Western 
past Humboldt State University 
in a PacWest Conference men's 
soccer game Monday a t the 
Western turf field. 

The victory, in the final home 
game of the season, improved 
the Vikings to 10-6-1 overall, 4-
1-1 in PacWest. 

Western finished unbeaten at 

Eastern Washington University 

elor of Social Work Degree: 
• is ® pqlt marketed i-cte&ifp, p imped degrpefar ail human services agencies. 
• p r o $ & | | | | t e juadivid :^^pi^^^ggy^|nmunities. 

For complete BASW Program information call 
Betsy Knox, Admissions Secretary, at 

(509) 359-6485. 

E A S T E R N 
W A S H I N G T O N 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

• • • • 
I r RESTAURANT 

& NIGHTCLUB 

1408 Cornwal l Ave. D o w n t o w n Bel l ingham (360) 7 3 3 - 2 5 7 9 

WWU Coupon 

FREE BEVERAGE! 
16 Oz. Soft Drink with 
purchase of any Dinner 

Sandwich 
(one coupon per visit) 

expires 11/24/99 

W W U Coupon 

$1.00 Micro Pounder 
(must be over 21 years old) 

With purchase of any 
Dinner Sandwich 

(one coupon per visit) 
expires 11/24/99 

Check out these Specials! 
(available after 5 PM) 

Dine in Only 

All dinner sandwiches come with fries! 

Johnny's Deluxe ..$2.95 
Bacon Cheeseburger. $3.75 
Mushroom 
Cheeseburger...... $3.75 
Avocado Swiss Burger. $3.95 
The Downtowner. ........$3.95 
Georges Patty Melt .....$3.75 
Coney Island Onion 
Burger. $3.50 
Chicken Burger. ...$3.95 
Teryiaki Chicken 
Burger. $3.95 

Uptown Burger. $3.95 
Extra cheese ....30<£ Tartar Sauce...30<£ 

home this season with a 4-0-1 
home record. 

The game turned into the Jim 
Morton show as the senior for
ward dazzled onlookers with a 
monumental effort, single-hand
edly leading the team to victory. 

"Jim was dominant out there 
today," said Western coach Travis 
Connell. "Even when he didn't 
score, he was all over the field." 

Morton found the back of the 
net three times as he clearly 
made the difference in the 
game's outcome. 

The first goal was scored in 
the 39th minute as Morton 
received a pass from Bret t 
Burns, dribbled to his left, 
turned and fired with his left 
foot from 30 yards out. 

On the play, Burns was credit
ed with his ninth assist of the 
season, leaving him one short of 
the school record. 

Morton scored on a break
away in the 50th minute and 

found the net seven minutes 
later on a header assisted by 

Apocalypse Soon? 
Wes Howard-Brook 

Monday, Nov. I* 7:00 PM 
WWU Aratzen Hail, Event Free 

Reserved Parking: 17g/31g 
Sponsored by: 

United Ministries in Higher Education 
InfonnationCalt: 676-4531 (Vicki) 

'Jim was dominant out 
there today. Even 
when he didn't score, 
he was all over the 

field.' 
Travis Connell 
Western coach 

midfielder Sean Standley. 
"I feel really good about this 

game," Morton said. "It was my 
next-to-last game, and my 
defender was getting into me, 
that pushed me a little bit more." 

Midfielder Andy Quinn said 
it was the best performance he 
had ever seen from Morton. "He 
was everywhere," Quinn said. 
"He got the hat trick, and he 
almost got four." 

The Vikings' defensive effort 
was impressive. Defender Wade 
Ambrose and goalkeeper Dave 
Green led the charge as the 
Vikings held Humboldt State 
scoreless. 

Green had five saves and 
recorded his third shutout of the 
season. The Vikings finish the 
season 2 p.m. Saturday at 
Seattle University. 

$10 off KEGS TO CO! 

| 0 | |B STRUT • * * „ , 
* * 

Hefe-Weizen 
Porter 

Pale Ale 

W 

Stock Ale 
Golden Ale 

709 West Orchard Dr. Suite 1, Bellingham, WA 98225 
360.647.1614 

0ROW0O STREET CREWSV 

\ 

Call to reserve a keg 
in one of our five 
unique flavors. Bring 
in this coupon for $10 
off your keg to go! 

expires 11-30-99 (wf) 

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING 

F/RHTOHT 
WIGHT 

WELCOME STUDENTS 
Call 733-7944 

Still Searching For A Home??? 
Ebright Wight Property Management's 

friendly staff will be nappy to help you find 
accommodations. 

The Woodridge Apartments at 
316 & 320 32nd Street had 4 units still available 

$575 for a 12 mo. lease; $625 for less than 12 mo. 
Sec. dep. $550. Stack washer/dryer, dishwasher, 

fireplace, deckod patio. W/S/G paid. 

"BABY BLUES" Walk to Campus 
2110 Bill McDonald Parkway 

only a few rooms left.We are renting our 4-bedroom apart
ments by the room for $250. Shared common kitchen,living 
room & 2 bathrooms. Laundry facility. On sight manager, 

w/s/g/basic cable paid. 

"TAYLOR HEIGHTS" Walk to Campus 
2115 Taylor Avenue. Two 4-bedrooms, 2 baths left for 

$740 & w/s/g/basic cable paid. 
OR 

Individuals can rent the room for $200 Der month with 
w/s/g/basic cable & ELECTRIICITY PAID. 
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Women tie last home game 
Final two games to determine postseason 

By Kristen Moored 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Senior Stacy Wood scored 
against Colorado Christian 
University with 4:43 left in regu
lation time to tie the game and 
send Western's women's soccer 
team into sudden death in its last 
home game. 

The game ended in a 2-2 tie 
after double overtime Saturday. 

The women now hold a 9-8-1 
record and CCU is 7-7-1. 

After only 13 minutes of play, 
CCUs Natalie Tafoya started the 
game with a goal shot into the 
upper left hand corner of the goal 
box. 

It wasn't until the end of the 
first half that Western's Julia 
Goodlet answered back. 

Goodlet took a pass from team
mate Auna VanBlommestein to 
tie the game. Goodlet now has a 
team-high 13 goals and 40 alto
gether. 

CCU did not ease up on the 
Vikings in the second half. CCU 
right wing Nia Menanadic put 
her team ahead again going into 
the 60th minute of the game. 
Although Western had many 
shots on goal, it was Stacy Wood 
who came through for the Vikings 
at the very end. Wood was alone 
in the penalty box and scored 
from six yards out. 

"Stacy Wood's goal personified 
her career," head coach Derrek 
Falor said. "She was able to get 
the ball in the box, get a touch 
and put it in." 

Wood has 20 goals in her 
career, but this is only her sec
ond this season. 

Overtime was filled with more 
emotions than action because it 

was the last home game for four 
seniors. No one scored in either of 
the two 15-minute overtimes. 

Having to play 30 extra min
utes was no surprise to Western, 
who has spent four of its past five 
games fighting in OT. 

"This was our sixth game that 
went into overtime this year." 
Wood said. "I know that we can 
rely on our mental stamina and 
fitness to get us through. 

"We all played with heart 
today," she added. 

Western couldn't quite get past 
Colorado's style of play. 

"We were taken back by 
(CCU's) kickball style," Falor 
said. "It didn't allow us to settle 
ourselves. However, we had some 
outstanding efforts today, mainly 
by the seniors. Julia and Stacy 
both played excellent as well as 
MaryWellnitz." 

Falor said the Vikings are still 
shooting for the chance of becom
ing league champions. The team 
has two more away games left. 

Students explore Chuckanut Bay on OC excursion 
From KAYAKERS, page 10 

body dry. She explained how to 
use the equipment and told the 
participants to yank off their 
spray skirts and somersault out 
of the kayak if it rolls over. 

As they readied their gear, the 
participants — two who had 
never kayaked — chatted in 
anticipation. 

"I love being close to nature — 
and eating chocolate on the 
water," Claire Lynam said jok
ingly as she handed out choco
late morsels. 

Jamie Adams said the scenery 
and the opportunity to spot 
eagles, herons, seals and sea 
otters are her favorite things 
about kayaking. 

"It's really easy to sneak up on 
them in a kayak," sophomore 
Amelia Midkiff added. 

Sisters Alyssa and Jamie 
Adams were the first kayakers to 
launch their vessels. They car
ried their kayaks to the edge of 
Chuckanut Bay and gingerly 
stepped into the water. 

"No wimpy kayakers," Lynam 

yelled as the sisters complained 
about getting their feet wet. 

Soon six kayaks — two of them 
double seaters — were clustered 
near the shore. The trip began 
at a leisurely pace. The kayakers 
stayed close to each other as they 
paddled against an ocean that 
looked like black rippled glass. 
The mingled scent of saltwater 
and pine followed the kayakers. 
They stayed close to each other, 
chatting with each other as they 
headed for Teddy Bear Cove. 

An hour into the excursion, 
Bastian realized the kayakers 
wouldn't reach the cove and 
asked them to turn back so they 
could reach the shore before 
dark. 

The participants pushed them
selves, even though they said 
their arms were getting sore and 
their breath was getting heavier. 

A sunset that faded seamlessly 
from pink to a golden yellow, pro
vided temporary relief. 

"I'm getting a little worried," 
Bastian said to the participants 
as the sky grew dimmer. "We 
need to keep up the pace." 

Everyone made it back to the 
landing site, right before dusk — 
aided by Bastian's gentle, yet 
continuous urgings to paddle 
faster. 

"Thank you everyone, thank 
you Chuckanut Bay," Bastian 
said as the weary and hungry 
kayakers piled in the van and 
headed back to Western. 

The participants could not, 
however, escape to the comfort of 
their homes until they washed 
the kayaks and lugged them into 
the storage room. 

"It could have been really 
weird, but we mixed really well," 
Midkiff reflected. 

Bastian said she enjoys shar
ing kayaking with others. 

"(Kayaking is) something 
that's good for the soul," she said. 
"After I go kayaking, I always 
feel much more centered and a 
lot more connected with nature." 

Bastian will lead another sun
set kayaking trip Oct. 27, but 
spaces are already filled. The 
Outdoor Center will offer more 
sunset kayaking trips this 
spring. 

don t need JUNK FQfti 

• * i i ! 

• Grab & Go Meate 

• Healthy Snacke 

Fun-Service Deli 

Fresh Produce 

(2o qurek & nutritious- even your x£L 
mother would be impreseedlj ^ 

And the Co-op has a 
No Sui-eharga 
CashMachfne 

FOODtO-OP 
1220 N. forest 

Open Everyday t? am to 9 pm 

Bellingham Cooperative School 
<£ ° ' ...a country school in the city 

Preschool & 
Pre-kindergarten 

Grades K-6 

Part-time Options 

After-School Care 

Summer Sessions | 

Home School 
Support 

FulKtimeor 
Every Other Day 
Kindergarten 
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Library Compass Points Workshops 
The Information Age can become the Information Maze, take 
a Compass Points Workshop to help you successfully navi

gate the Western Libraries. Join us for a physical and virtual 
tour during the last week of October and the first week of 

November. 

For times and dates call the Reference Desk at 650-3094 or 
check the Workshops web site at: 

http://www.library.wwu.edu/inst/wrkshops.html 

Workshops are open to all library users and require no 
advance registration. 
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Open Mic on 
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ALF gives activists bad name 
Casey 
Routh 

COMMENTARY 

This weekend, Western 
became the latest target of the 
Animal Liberation Front, defend
ers of rats and mice everywhere. 

Apparently the ALF thought 
the new "hippie chalk" regula
tions were far too restrictive. 
Besides, chalk has little chance 
against the apathetic footsteps of 
Western students. 

Instead, the ALF opted for 
something far more permanent: 
vandalizing the Miller Hall base
ment and kidnapping 37 rats and 
four rabbits. 

The ALF's charter states one of 
its goals is "to liberate animals 
from places of abuse and place 
them in good homes." 

Places of abuse? It's not as if 

these were the rats from Nimh; 
they were being used for basic 
psychology studies. 

"It's not like we poked them 
with things," said Aaron Tritch, a 
Western psychology major. "We 
didn't do any cosmetic testing on 
them." 

The ALF charter also states 
that this is a "non-violent cam
paign." That's quite the consola
tion to psychology professor 
Merle Prim, whose room they 
trashed and flooded with muriat
ic acid - basically an upper class 
stink bomb. 

And what about the students? 
Tritch, whose "Rat Bastard" was 
one of the rats taken, was one of 
the many experiencing a bit of 
loss. 

"I'm concerned for the well 
being of the rats," Tritch said. 

This is not the first time the 
ALF has been involved in a mis
guided attempt to further its 
cause. It has laid claim to hun
dreds of fire-bombings and acts of 

vandalism, including the 1997 
release of 10,000 minks in 
Oregon. Ironically, most of the 
minks either killed each other, 
ended up as road kill or ravaged 
local pets. 

Why are the cute animals 
always the target of these fringe 
organizations? If the ALF was 
really as concerned about all the 
animals, as it states, why hasn't 
it organized massive campaigns 
to rid grocery stores of Raid? 
Why do the bunnies always get 
preferential treatment over la 
cucaracha? 

So, what exactly is the ALF's 
master plan? According to its 
Web page, "There is only one 
long-term way ' to abolish the 
ghastliness of suffering on a 
planetary scale. Such a strategy 
entails eradicating its biological 
roots. This can be done only by 
using genetic engineering and 
nanotechnology. This major tran
sition in the evolution of life will 
replace the DNA-driven pain and 

malaise of our evolutionary 
past." 

This is insanity. In a nutshell, 
and I stress the word "nut," the 
ALF is planning to tamper with 
our genetic makeup in hopes of 
creating a society of vegans. 
Someday, ALF members hope, we 
will all bow down to the "Great 
Carrot." 

How could it escape the ALF's 
attention that current genetic-
engineering technology was built 
upon a mountain of dead lab ani
mals? Or tha t we've barely 
mapped the human genome, let 
alone isolated the "animal cruel
ty" gene. 

The end result of all this fool
ishness? Animal-rights organiza
tions, which have quite a few 
valid points, are stigmatized. The 
Psychology Department gets to 
buy a new batch of lab animals. 
And 37 rats get to chill in the 
back of some ALF member's VW 
bus. 

Lucky them. 

What, me 
homophobic? 
To the editor: 

It's nice to know that I can 
safely remain neutral on any
thing and not get called any 
nasty names. 

Oh, wait a second. I guess I 
can't do that anymore — at least 
in Katinka Kraft's book ("Non 
supporters are homophobic," 
letters to the editor, Oct. 22 edi
tion of The Front). 

Because I choose not to fla
grantly support someone's idea 
of being "politically active" by 
wearing a ribbon, I am being 
called "homophobic." Ahh, yes, 
how nice to be in the land of the 
free and the home of the politi
cally rabid. 

I support the lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgendered corn-

See LETTERS, page 15 

AT TIAA-CREF, 
LOW EXPENSES ABE 
A HIGH PRIORITY. 

AH financial companies charge 

ope ra t ing fees and expenses -

some more than o thers . O f course , the 

lower the expenses y o u pay, the better. 

T h a t way, more of y o u r money goes 

w h e r e it should — t o w a r d bui lding a 

comfor table future. 

As the largest re t i rement system in 

the wor ld , w e have a m o n g the lowest 

expenses in the insurance and mutua l 

fund indust r ies . 

In fact, T I A A - C R E F ' s 0 .35% average 

fund expenses a re a fraction of the 

expense charges of comparab le funds. 

It's one reason w h y M o r n i n g s t a r says, 

" T I A A - C R E F sets the s t a n d a r d in the 

financial services industry." 

A focus on your future 
O f course, expenses a r e only one factor 

to consider w h e n y o u make an invest

men t decision. Morn ings t a r also no ted 

ou r commi tment to "consumer educat ion, 

service" a n d "solid investment perfor

mance . " Because tha t can m a k e a differ

ence in t he long run , too. 

At T I A A - C R E F , w e believe people 

wou ld like to spend more in retirement, 

not on their re t i rement company. Today, 

over two million people count on that 

app roach to help them build financial 

security. So can you . 

To find out more - give us 
a call or visit our website 

fe 
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hiropractic 

ofFairhaven 

Free Exam ($50 value) Free Treatment ($35 value) 
IF YOU MENTION THIS AD! (Valued at $85) 

EXTENDED HOURS 
Mon-Fr i 8:30 AM to 6:00 P M 

S a t 9:00 AM to 1:00 P M 

(360) 671-8000 or Toll Free 888-803-7493 
1050 Larrabee Ave., Fairhaven 

SAME DAY APPOINTMENT 
& 

AMPLE PARKING 

Dr. Harvey Schwartz B.S., D.C. Dr. Brian Boyd, D.C. 

Ensuring the future 
for those -who shape it.* 

1 800 842-2776 
www.tiaa-cref.org 

' Based on $250 billion in assets under management. ^ Standard ciPivrj Injurant,- Baling Aiwlyjl; 1999; and l.ipper Analytical Services, Inc., lipftrDirtdmAnalytirntDala 1999 

(quarterly). \tbniinf>lar Variabk AnnukitJlift, &30/1999. Of the 6,332 variable annuities traded by Morningslar, the average fund had total fees combining annua] expenses of 0.84% 

plus an insurance expense of 1.26%. TIAA-CREF expenses are subject to change and are not guaranteed for t be future. Past performance is no guarantee of future results. TIAA-CREF 

Individual and Institutional Services distributes CREF certificates and interests in the TIAA Real Estate Account. For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call 

1 800 842-2776. extension 5509, for prospectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money. 
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Animal 'activists' prove 
to be fringe extremists 

Sometime between early Saturday morning and early Sunday 
morning, animal rights "activists" broke into Miller Hall, 
destroying research laboratories and offices as well as stealing 
four rabbits and 37 mice used in research. 

But most importantly, the group claiming responsibility for 
these actions — the Animal Liberation Front — has destroyed 
months worth of student work, trashed respected professor 
Merle Prim's body of work and personal property and, most 
importantly, destroyed the faith, in many people's eyes, of ani
mal rights groups. 

Sadly, the "protesters" did not stop to think that their work 
probably did not "liberate" the animals they stole. Psychology 
Department Chair Ron Klienknecht and undergraduate psychol
ogy student Kristine Bennington said the animals taken were 
bred in captivity and were accustomed to a constant tempera
ture, a steady diet and the sterile environment they were in. 
Klienknecht and Bennington said the animals would easily suc
cumb to disease and starvation if they were released. 

If the ALF did indeed "liberate" the animals by releasing them 
into the wild, then the group will become accomplices to the very 
crime they abhor — murdering animals. 

Perhaps the saddest aspect of this crime is Bennington's loss 
of four months worth of research. She had been conducting a 
behavior modification experiment in which she said she raised 
rats from infancy and, through non-harmful, non-aversive meth
ods, trained the rats. Unfortunately, Bennington's research, and 
rats, disappeared in a flurry of red spray-painted graffiti and 
malicious theft. 

Groups such as the ALF simply do not get the fact that they 
are doing more harm than good to their cause when they commit 
acts of destruction, violation and thoughtlessness such as what 
happened in Miller Hall. 

In a press release issued by the ALF regarding the incident, 
the group detailed its devastation including destroying the office 
of "notorious and sadistic primate 'researcher' Merle Prim." The 
rest of the press release is filled with haughty, self-absorbed 
statements about the group "liberating" animals and "animal 
torture." 

The final statement claims that this raid will not be the last 
and continues, "This war — the revolution on behalf of all ani
mals continues. The hammer of vegan justice falls." 

In the future, if the ALF could please keep its tofu truncheon 
tactics away from this campus, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Those of us trying to get an education don't need to be disturbed 
by childish incidents of vandalism and theft. 

Frontlines are the opinion of The Western Front editorial board: John 
Bankston, Erin Becker, Lisa Curdy, Corey Lewis, Angela Smith, Greg 
Tyson and Steven Uhles. 

The Western Front 
Editor: Erin Becker; Managing Editor: Corey Lewis; Copy 
Editors: Bryta Alvensleben, Julie Graham, Remy Kissel; Photo 
Editors: Chris Goodenow; Chris Fuller; News Editors: Lisa Curdy, 
Tiffany White; Accent Editors: Angela Smith, Greg Tyson; 
Features Editors: Alyssa Pfau, Steven Uhles; Sports Editors: 
Jenni Long, Curt Woodward; Opinions Editor: John Bankston; 
Online Editor: Derrick Scheid; Cartoonist/Graphics: Kevin Furr; 
Adviser: Lyle Harris; Business Manager: Carol Brach; 
Advertising Manager: Joel Hall. 

Staff Reporters: Andrea Abney, Shannon Ager, Sharon Armbruster, 
Monica Bell, William Bennion, Kristin Bigsby, Ken Brierly, Cory 
Chagami, Homer Cook, Cole Cosgrove, Bradey Day, Rachel Dooley, 
Marc Fenton, Devin Finco, Kristen Hawley, Alex P. Hennesy, Jeffrey 
Hoffman, Jacob Horn, Liam House-Doyle, Matt Jafife, J.J. Jensen, 
Jessica Keller, Brandon Korab, Steve Leslie, Kimberly Lincoln, 
Millissa Macomber, Kevin Maloney, Jaime Martin, Jill McEvoy, Laura 
Mecca, Melissa Miller, Kristen Moored, Jessamyn Morisette, 
Katherine Mullen, James Neal, Jenni Odekirk, Tami Olsen, Meghan 
Pattee, Daniel Pearson, Jennae Phillippe, Joshua Porter, Natalie 
Quick, Tiffany Reighley, Edward Routh, Emily Santolla, Terrill 
SimecM, MariLynn Terrill, Jeremy Thurston, April Uskoski, Soren 
Velice, Tyler Watson, Craig Yantis. 

And we quote: 
'This war — the revolution on behalf 

of all animals — continues. 
The hammer of vegan justice falls." 

The Animal Liberation Front, in a letter claiming 
responsibility for the vandalization of Miller Hall. 

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 

Cell phones vs. 'Cell phonies' 
April 

Uskoski 

COMMENTARY 

Cell phone 
incentives 
outweigh 

pitfalls 

Running late to class, feeling slightly sweaty, a 
list of things to do races through the brain: call to 
see what time the study group is meeting, make 
airline reservations for Thanksgiving and remem
ber to ask the professor if the French exam is mul
tiple choice or essay. 

It's already 3:52 p.m., and biology ends at 5 p.m., 
yet all these things need to be done before then. 

Suddenly a phone rings and the answers to the 
average student's problems become clear. 

Many will notice that an increasing number of 
students are not wasting any moment of their hec
tic lives at Western. 

In the 10 minutes it takes to get from class to 
class, the modern convenience of the cellular 
phone has become the messiah of communication 
for those always on the run. 

Hailed as the leading American lifestyle symbol 
of the 1990s, the cell phone is a necessity for busy 
college students. zzzzzz^ZZZZ^Z^~ZZ. 

It allows stu- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
dents to have a 
greater ability 'Whether fellow students 

to t ransmit like it or not, the invasion 
information con- 0f tfcs modern convenience 
veniently at a 
faster pace. continues to increase its 

No longer is it benefits.' 
just a luxurious 
form of technology, but rather an important tool 
that 45 percent of all Americans use. 

It allows students mobility while managing the 
chaotic routine of school and work. 

From knowing what is on the French exam to 
making reservations for Thanksgiving, the value 
of a cell phone delivers to the student the practi
cality of a no-hassle form of communication within 
seconds. 

Whether fellow students like it or not, the inva
sion of this modern convenience continues to 
increase its benefits. 

From Internet access to the wireless video 
phone, the cell phone has an endless list of possi
bilities that open students to a higher level of pro
ductivity. 

The cell phone also has practical uses. 
A perfect example would be during the deadly 

Columbine shooting in Littleton, Colo. 

See USKOSKI, next page 

Katy 'Cell phonies' 
Mullen obnoxious, 

pretentious, 
unnecessary COMMENTARY 

Imagine sitting in a movie theater watching the 
hyped-up "Blair Witch Project" for the first time. 
The female lead is giving her emotional monologue 
in her dark tent with fear and tears in her eyes. 
What a moment - until a mechanical ringing 
breaks the intensity. 

The ostentatious, hand-held menace has struck 
again. A woman answers the cellular phone with a 
loud whisper and begins a conversation, in the the
ater! What is up with this? 

There is a time and place for almost everything. 
Common knowledge and common courtesy dictate 
what is appropriate and what is offensive. For 
instance, yelling is okay at a loud concert or a 
sporting event, but not in the library because it 
would disturb other people. 

Why then, do people insist on bringing and talk
ing on their phones in movie theaters, cars, restau
rants and most recently into classrooms? Doesn't 
common cour-
tesy apply to cell ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ B J 
phones? Based 
on the movie 'These little menaces of 

e x p e r i e n c e , technology stand out 

apparen y no . because they turn a public 
Cell phones , y r 

are everywhere place into sites of private 

and their conversations.' 
increasing num
bers do not make them any easier for the public to 
deal with. On a normal day in Red Square, it is dif
ficult to miss the increasing number of cell phones 
at tached ; to the hands, ears or backpacks of 
Western students. The phones' annoying, mechan
ical rings are even harder to miss. 

These little menaces of technology stand out 
because they turn public places into sites of private 
conversations. They beg for attention and distract 
everyone from going about their business. 

The biggest question surrounding cell phone use 
on campus revolves around necessity. Does the 
average college student need a cell phone on their 
body at all times? Is anything that important? 

Probably not. 
For many students, cell phones have become a 

status symbol. These "Cell Phonies" as Brady 
MacDonald of the Los Angeles Times calls them, 
blatantly carry phones around and flaunt the col-

See MULLEN, next page 
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munity, but not by wearing a lit
tle ribbon on my shirt. 

I support it by keeping my 
mind as open as possible, giving 
people a chance to believe what 
they wish, and not shying away 
from someone who just came 
out of the closet. 

Now I find that since I didn't 
jump through some activist's 
hoop I am a "homophobe." 

I support the LGBT communi
ty, but not the small minds of its 
representatives and spokesper
sons. 

Troy Sabia 
Western student 

1-695 represents 
ignorance, greed 
To the editor: 

Initiative 695 isn't about gov
ernment arrogance, it's about 
ignorance and greed. 

Supporters of 1-695 like to 

claim that the bill will help out 
the little guy." This claim couldn't 
be farther from the truth. 

This bill will help put the rich 
with $50,000 BMWs, and punish 
the little guys who either ride the 
bus or drive small, inexpensive, 
fuel-efficient cars. 

The most frightening thing 
about 1-695 is its absolute absence 
of forethought. We are in a time of 
prosperity, and the tax funds have 
increased over the last few years. 

We should use this to pay off 
our state debts and improve pub
lic projects now, while we have the 
time, rather than blow our sur
plus like a drunken sailor in port. 

Government funding is there 
for a reason: to help all those who 
can't afford to live like the sup
porters of 1-695. 

If you paid so much for your car 
that you can't afford the license 
tabs, go get a cheaper car. If you 
have the cash to pay and 1-695 is 
just your way of being greedy, 
don't expect any help from me 
when you are down. 

Henry Valz 
Western student 

1-696 won't 
save salmon 
To the editor. 

In response to your recent col
umn supporting 1-696 ("1-696: 
Limited Impact on Fishers, Big 
Help For Fish," Oct. 22): In my 
opinion, you do a grave disservice 
to many people by publishing 
commentary so poorly researched 
and heavily reliant upon half-
truths and falsehoods. This initia
tive is not about conservation; it's 
about allocation. It's about those 
who fish for fun attempting to 
take fish away from those who do 
it for a living — under the false 
guise of salmon restoration. 

Salmon restoration is all about 
hard work, time, money and com
mitment. Fortunately, most of the 
state's thinking population has 
figured this out. 
Environmentalists, tribal lead
ers, the League of Women Voters, 
Gov. Gary Locke and virtually 
every major newspaper in the 
state have rejected 1-696. 

Randy Harthell 
Bellingham resident 

SELL YOUR STUFF 

k 

For Only 

ONE BUCK! 
In a Western Front Classified ad* 

For a limited time Western Students can sell their used cars, 
trucks, textbooks, super nintendo, Mac SE, tickets, or what ever 
in the Western Front for only a dollar. Bring your ad in person 
with a one dollar bill (4 quarters may be substituted for a one . 
dollar bill) to the Western Front office 7A in College Hall. 
Hurry! deadlines are on Thursdays and Wednesday at 3 pm. 

* Offer is extended to Western Students with valid ID and must purchased at the Western 
Front office 7 A i n College Hall. Ad is l imited to three lines. Additional l ines are 85 cents 
each. 

The ups and downs of cell phones 
MULLEN, from page 14 

orful detachable faces as testi
mony of how important and cool 
they really are. The ridiculous 
display only makes them seem 
more obnoxious. 

Outside of an extreme emer
gency, many calls fail to be wor
thy of their distraction. Most 
could wait until a person gets 
home, reaches a pay phone, or 
spends the time to figure things 
out, especially calls as frivolous 
as two people trying to find each 
other in Red Square. 

Cell phones have a tendency 
to make lazy people lazier and 
busy people busier. 

An available phone becomes a 
crutch to fall back on whenever 
there is the slightest problem. 

What happens when the bat
teries run out or the phone gets 
left behind (oh no!). 

Recently a cell phone saved 
avalanche victims on Mount 
Rainier. 

Although a heart-warming 
story, it highlights the reliance 
on this technology, instead of 
maps and compasses, for inexpe
rienced hikers. 

People with high pressure 
jobs can never escape with a cell 
phone attached to their ear. 

Cell phones also justify 
American society's obsession 
with working and making that 
extra buck. 

If someone has left the office, 
shouldn't they be off the clock? 

Also, two years ago, The New 
England Journal of Medicine 
published a study that found 
driving while using a cell phone 
as risky as driving drunk. 

In parts of Cleveland, Ohio, 
talking on the telephone will get 
you a traffic ticket. 

Some restaurants have con
sidered making their dining 
rooms cell-phone free by block
ing phones from sending or 
receiving messages. , 

These measures only begin to 
address the annoyance factor 
cell phones create. 

Cell phones, although offen
sive, should not be banned or 
taken away like a misused toy. 

The problem is the selfish lack 
of respect for other people. 
Users must find appropriate 
times and places for cellular 
activity and think about the 
general public around them — 
extend some simple* common 
courtesy. 

And turn off the ringer when 
they are in class or the movie 
theater! 

USKOSKI, from page 14 

Students used cell phones to 
call the police or their parents 
while trapped in the school. 

A cell phone allows students 
to stay in touch with parents 
and friends — it's helpful not to 
have to find 35 cents for a pay 
phone or rely on a calling card 
that could have expired or been 
depleted. 

Washington's weather condi

tions add another incentive to 
using a cell phone because of 
slippery road conditions and 
high snow levels — no one with 
a cell phone is ever stranded. 

As Americans become more 
technologically dependent, from 
their cell phones to their person
al computers, cellular phone 
opens new doors of convenience 
for the average college student 
who's trying to make life a little 
easier. 

Elite DVD and Games 
4120 Guide Meridian, Suite 120 
360.676.9120 

On the Guide near Bcilis Fair Mall, next to Chevron Buff N' Suds 
Open noon to 10pm Sun - Thu and 1 lam to 11pm Fri - Sat 

Renting... 
DVD Movies and Players 

New Releases, Classics, Anime, Drama, Action, Horror, Comedy 

Dreamcast Games and Machines 

300 NEW or used beds, furni
ture, 3 bams. Catalogue depart
ment. Free freight weekly. 
George's 49th year at 6520 
Guide Meridian Road. 398-
2771.11-5. 

85 HONDA Accord LX white 5 
Spd Stick AC very nice Asking 
$2750 647-8585 

ROWAN GROVE Condos. Mt. 
Baker views. Walk WWU. 
4Bd/2Ba, 3Bd/1Ba, 1Bd/1Ba, 
gas fireplace free cable. 671-
2899. 

2 BR/ 1BA quiet location across 
fc» street from park. Avail, immedi

ately. $595/mo. Call Maureen at 
715-9660. 

ON CAMPUS spokesperson! 
$9-12/hr. Give away free gifts for 
credit card applications! 371-
0381 

WORK STUDY students: We 
are looking for student help with 
networking, event planning, and 
publication development for a 
national service organization. If 

you enjoy a collaborative work
ing environment and self-direct
ed motivation, contact Kevin at 
X7554. 

MARKETING POSITION on 
campus. Earn $10/hr, 5-10 hrs 
per week. Distribute flyers & do 
surveys. 1-888-722-0500. 

$ 1,000s WEEKLY!!! Stuff 
envelopes at home for $2.00 
each + bonuses. F/T, P/T. Make 
$800+ a week guaranteed! Free 
supplies. For details send one 
stamp to: N-248, PMB 552, 
12021 WilshireBI., Los Angeles, 
CA 90025 

TELEPHONE RECEPTIONIST 
10-15 hrs/wk. $8/hr! 1-888-722-
0500 

t m s j r i t t 

Get into the spirit! 
Seasonal employment For: 

Sales/Cashier 
Bike Assemblies 

Video Enthusiasts 
Early AM & closing shifts 
Overnight crews $7.50 

Starting Pay $6.50 

Apply in Person 
150 E. Bellis Fairpkwy 

CLUBS/GROUPS/Sport Teams! 
On campus fundraiser! $300-
$500 in a 4 hour session! 1-888-
722-0500. Call Now! 

EXPERIENCED HELP for less. 
Math by Blain 
http://blainn.ee/math/ 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

for Western 

students 

$1 
Call 650-3160 
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Western parking manager quits after meeting with superiors, position left to University Police Chief Jim Shaw 
PARKING, from page 1 

the Campus Express park-and-
ride program. Parking and 
Transportat ion also raised 
nearly half of a million dollars 
in reserves for the possible con
struction of either a parking 
s t ructure or other improve
ments tha t may eventually be 
used to ease the university's 
parking crunch. 

On the flip side, his departure 
also came during a period when 
the integri ty of Lawrence's 
leadership and management 
decisions were being intensely 
criticized by some circles within 

the campus community. 
The most heated complaints 

made against Lawrence were 
outlined in a letter sent to each 
member of the school's board of 
trustees, dated June 1. 

Drafted by a group called 
Concerned Western Washington 
University Employees, the let
ter alleged tha t Lawrence mis
represented his employment 
history during the hir ing 
process back in the fall of 1997. 
The letter writers also contend
ed tha t Lawrence was the sub
ject of numerous "discrimina
tion complaints" they say were 
filed here at Western and while 

\3ored with 
uourcloset??? 

We've got 
something to 

get 
txcited About! 
9magi native -. 

Clothing 
Reasonably 
. Priced! 

Sojourn 
A7'-S?[Jt 

BIG SCREEN T.V. • POOL TABLES 
Monday & Tuesday 
$4.75 Beer P i t che rs 

$3.99 Hamburger & Fries 

Halloween Party! 
Prizes, Costumes & More! 

MGU&1UES. $7 .99 
ALL YOU CAN EAT 

BEEF RIBS! 

WED.&THURS. $ 6 . 9 5 
TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS 

W / m a s h p o t a t o e s 
& v e g g i e s 

1114 Harris Ave * Fairhaven 
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT • 671-6745 

he was employed at other relat
ed jobs before Western hired 
him. 

Lawrence could not be 
reached for comment. Shaw 
said he didn't have enough 
information to comment on 
such allegations, but he main
tained tha t Lawrence's charac
ter wasn't in question. 

"He's a very honest man, very 
ethical man, and I consider him 
a friend," Shaw said. "I think 
the world of him, personally." 

In his t ime at Western, 
Lawrence frequently was 
caught in the crossfire between 
commuters, disgruntled at the 
ever-increasing price for school 
parking permits, and the uni
versity adminis t ra tors , who 

'Greg and I finally agreed 
he should look at other 
endeavors.' 

James Shaw 
University police chief 

mandated t h a t Lawrence's 
parking office raise money for a 
parking structure — a struc
ture tha t Lawrence frequently 
stated would never get built 
anyway, in his opinion. 

Most recently, in the Qct. 15 
issue of The Western Front, he 
described the likelihood of such 
a s t ructure as "a mythical 
beast." At press time, Pierce 
wasn't available for comment 
and Shaw said he wasn't in a 
position to say whether or not 
Lawrence's outspoken stance on 
the parking structure created a 
source of conflict between the 
Office of Business and 
Financial Affairs and Parking 
Manager Lawrence. 

Shaw said the elimination of 
Lawrence as parking manager 
might prove to be a first step in 
restructuring the Parking and 
Transportation division of 
Western's Public Safety 
Department. Public safety Only 
recently took parking under its 
wing — prior to September 
1998, Parking and 
Transportation was a division 
of the Physical Plant. 

In the coming weeks, Shaw, 

'To say it's just 
performance would be too 
big — / don't want to go 
there.' 

James Shaw 
University police chief 

Pierce and the university's 
Transportat ion Management 
Committee will decide whether 
to pursue a new parking man
ager or eliminate the position 
altogether, Shaw said. 

In the meantime, Shaw said 
he will assume Parking and 
Transportation's administrative 
duties. From 1988 until 1998, 
while ' chief of police a t 
California State University-
Stanislaus, Shaw said he over
saw tha t school's parking divi
sion. 

"As far as the operational 
stuff, I'm pretty good at that , 
but we'll wait and see what fur
ther changes need to be made in 
the area of parking," Shaw said. 

Students need to change logins now before the first of the year 
LOGIN, from page 1 

being implemented to prevent 
non-Western s tudents from 
using the computer labs. 

In the past , anyone could 
walk into a campus computer 
lab and use the computers 
without logging on to the net
work. 

Pham said one advantage to 
the new login system is the 
access to a u-drive. The u-drive 
acts as an individual, 25-
megabyte hard drive. 

Students can type a paper in 
a Haggard Hall computer lab, 
save it onto their u-drive and 
then add information to the 
paper the next day a t a Miller 
Hall computer lab without car
rying around a floppy disk. 

The new system will also 
allow certain departments at 
Western, such as computer sci
ence, to grant file access only to 
students who are enrolled in 
the department's classes. 

"You will be able to access the 
u-drive from anywhere," Pham 

said. 
Students can access their u-

drives from off-campus comput
ers through file transfer proto
col programs. 

The ATUS Help Desk has 
handouts explaining how to do 
this when the system is run
ning winter quarter. 

To create login passwords, 
s tudents can get help from 
computer lab consultants from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Bond Hall 
321 or the ATUS Help Desk a t 
Haggard Hall 145. 

GUESS WHICH ONE IS 

COdBIS/Dean CongBt 

TAKE NOTES. GET PAID. 
You have to go to class anyway, so why not get paid to do it? 
Apply now @ alistudents.com or call 1-888-640-8810. Free online 
lecture notes, access to campus email, your virtual day planner. 



Election 
The Western Front's guide to the Nov. 2 statewide election 

Sign of the times 

Chris Fuller / The Western Front 
Mike McTigue puts the final staples in a pair of campaign signs Sunday afternoon. McTigue 
works for both McShane's and Asmundson's campaigns. 

1-695 would lower car tab cost, 
require voters to approve taxes 

By Jenni Odekirk and 
Rachel Dooley 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

If Initiative 695 passes^ the 
owner of a 1976 Ford Pinto and 
the owner of a 1999 Dodge Viper 
would pay the same amount for 
car tabs. 

1-695 would repeal the Motor 
Vehicle Excise Tax, the Travel 
Trailer and Camper Excise Tax 

and the Clean Air Excise Tax 
and set a fee of $30 for all vehicle 
tabs. 1-695 would also require 
voters' approval for any increas
es in state or local taxes, such as 
sales taxes, property taxes and 
license fees. 

The MVET is expected to net 
$1.5 billion during the 1999-
2001 biennium, according to the 
Washington State Office of 
Financial Management's Web 

site. 
During the biennium, state 

transportation programs are 
slated to receive 47 percent of 
that figure, or $705 million; local 
transportation programs will get 
29 percent, or $435 million; and 
local governments will get 24 
percent, or $360 million. 

Supporters of the initiative 

See 1-695, page 4 

Initiative 1-99 would limit influx of 
infectious medical waste in county 

By Angela Smith 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Ferndale residents watch 
trucks filled with used needles 
and dirty bandages roll into 
town on an almost daily basis. 

Initiative 1-99 could bring 
strict limitations to the influx of 
infectious waste processed by the 
privately-owned Recomp of 
Washington Inc. 

Recomp processes solid waste, 
including the weekly garbage 
collection and biomedical waste 
from Oregon, British Columbia 
and other areas throughout 
Washington. 

"I wrote 1-99 because I'm con
cerned about the public risks 
coming into (Whatcom County)," 
said Barbara Brenner, author of 
the initiative and county council 
member. 

The initiative is designed to 
prevent the processing of larger 
amounts of infectious waste. 
Brenner said if Recomp runs at 
full capacity, it would bring in 
almost 900 tons of waste per 
month — the facility now brings 
in 300-400 tons a month. 

"The bigger the dose, the big
ger the risk," Brenner said of 

See WASTE page 3 

Leadership main 
issue in county 
executive race 

By Alex P. Hennesy 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

In a race where the issues are 
well defined and opposing can
didates share similar views on 
most of the. topics, leadership 
seems to be the major difference 
in the run for Whatcom County 
Executive. 

Major points of contention 
within the campaigns and 
sources of ammunition a t 
debates have been Pete 
Kremen's leadership and envi
ronmental record — both of 
which Kremen is willing to 
defend. 

"I am very proud of my envi
ronmental record," Kremen 
said. 

Kremen is quick to point to 
what he views as his environ
mental accomplishments as 
county executive. Items such as 
the county's compliance with 
the Growth Management Act, 
the completion of an environ
mental impact s tatement for 
the Trillium Corporation's rock 
quarry and the county's Storm 
Water Management Fund are 
all sources of pride for Kremen, 
as well as his role as a leader. 

Challenger Harry Skinner 

See EXECUTIVE, page 2 

Mayoral candidates 
address growth, 
water in campaigns 

By Kristen Hawley 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

In an election with issues that 
will drastically affect the city of 
Bellingham, the mayoral race 
follows suit. 

One candidate wants to contin
ue programs started during his 
term as mayor, while the other 
stresses implementing new pro
jects he said are overlooked by 
the current administration. 

Incumbent Mark Asmundson 
served nine years on the city 
council and practiced law for 15 
years prior to spending the past 
four years as mayor. 

"The city of Bellingham is not 
your corner grocery store," 
Asmundson said of why past 
experience in government is 
important to the position. "It is a 
very demanding job. It takes 
management skills, experience, 
leadership and a vision for the 
future." 

Asmundson's vision for the 
future consists of two of the 
major issues he tackled during 
the past four years: water quali
ty and growth management. 

"Lake Whatcom has been sub
ject to more stress than is desir
able from all the development 
that has occurred there," he said. 
"The water issue is the protection 
of Lake Whatcom as well as the 

jer issue, which is the 
Watershed Planning Act within 
all the tribes and Whatcom 
County and the public utility dis
trict." 

To alleviate the burden on 
Lake Whatcom waters, 
Asmundson said he plans to 
implement the forthcoming 
storm water recommendations, 
which deal with eliminating 
potential problems while still 
maintaining the existing system. 

Asmundson said he sees rapid 
growth as an ongoing issue in 
Bellingham, but one he has made 
a substantial dent in during his 
term. Through the maintenance 
of the trail system, downtown 
revitalization and restoration of 
neighborhood pride, quality of 
life in Bellingham is on the 
upswing, Asmundson said. 

"People come to Bellingham 
because it is a desirable, livable 
c o m " See MAYOR, page 3 

Candidates' forum 
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Brenner, Bowen differ on water quality solutions 
By Melissa Miller 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

Barbara Brenner and Barry 
Bowen have thrust themselves 
into their campaigns for 
Whatcom County Council, 
District 3 by attacking county 
issues, and, in some cases, each 
other. 

Brenner. 52, is seeking a third 
term on the council, and two 
issues she plans to focus on for 
the next four years are water 
quality and affordable housing. 

"I believe now more than ever 
we need someone to protect the 
people's interests, not special 
interests," Brenner said. 

Bowen, 42, a self-employed 

researcher, consultant and 
writer, is running because he 
thinks the county desperately 

needs a council 
t ha t will work 
constructively. 

Bowen said he 
would like to 
equip the sher-

' iff's department 
with more 
deputies and pre
serve farmland 
by stopping 
urban sprawl. 

Both candidates are. concern 
ed with the water quality of 
Lake Whatcom, as well as the 
county's water. 

"I support anything tha t 

Barbara 
Brenner 

helps us move development 
away from the lake's water
shed," Bowen said. "The county 
needs to step forward and help." 

Brenner said she thinks 
Whatcom County has been lack
ing "speedy" investigations of 
water contamination, and bet
ter communication between the 
county executive and county 
council must be fostered to 
speed things up. 

The candidates, however, do 
not agree on Initiative 1-99, 
which Brenner pushed to get on 
the ballot. 1-99 would restrict 
the amount of medical waste 
tha t county waste processors 
could accept. 

"This is one piece of the solu

tion; no one ordinance will be a 
solution," Brenner said. 

Bowen does not believe this 
initiative will 
solve the prob
lem. Bowen said 
he supports the 
r e c o m m e n d a 
tions of the med
ical waste advi
sory panel, such 
as t reat ing all 
stocks and cul
tures waste on 
site. 

Each candidate has done his 
or her share of work in the com
munity. Brenner authored a res
olution to require Olympic 
Pipeline to tell the community 

Barry 
Bowen 

what caused the explosion. She 
also lobbied for countywide toll-
free phone services, which were 
approved this year. During this 
race Brenner limited her cam
paign to $2,000 and produced 
all her signs and brochures with 
recycled materials. 

Bowen and his wife founded 
Computers for Kids, which recy
cles computers for under-privi
leged, school-age children, and 
Civic Access, a World Wide Web 
site about local government, 
education and community 
issues.. 

He is also a member of the 
Ferndale School District's tech
nical advisory and growth advi
sory committees. 

Dan 
McShane 

Development 
big issue in 
District 1 race 

By Sharon Armbruster 
THE WESTERN FRONT ' 

The race for Whatcom County 
Council, District 1, Position B is 
between a veteran and a new
comer with similar views but 

different back
grounds. 

C a n d i d a t e s 
Dan McShane 
and Terry Unger 
are concerned 
with criminal 
justice and agree 
on the need for a 
new jail for low-
risk offenders. 

Unger said he 
decided to run 
because he does 
not agree with 
McShane's anti-
watershed devel
opment platform. 
He said he 
stands behind 
rights of proper
ty owners, while 
McShane stress
es protection of 

Lake Whatcom. 
Unger brings a long history of 

involvement in county govern
ment, which he said gives him 
an understanding of issues. He 
was a member of the district 
school board, county commis
sioner from 1973-78 and a mem
ber of the Charter Review 
Commission. 

"I'm familiar with how the 
system works," Unger said. "I'm 
in it and around it every day, 
and on a first-nam basis with 
almost all elected officials in the 
county," 

McShane said his profession
al experience gives him the 
expertise to deal with the water 
issues facing the county. 

"I'm a geologist," McShane 
said. "I own my own business, 
when I'm confronted with a 
problem I have ideas as to what 
the answer might be. But as 
geologist and a former school 
teacher, I know I have to be 
open minded and seek as much 
input as I can." 

McShane is chairman of the 
Northwest Washington 
Association of Earth Scientists. 
He also serves on the Whatcom 
County Flood Control 
Committee and the Lake 
Whatcom Citizens Task Force. 

Terry 
Unger 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Above: Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen takes care of business. Below: Challenger Harry 
Skinner campaigns on Meridian Street: 

Former legislator 
and county worker 
vie for county exec 
EXECUTIVE, from page 1 

said he believes the main differ
ence between Kremen and him
self is leadership. 

"I'm willing to face the issues 
and solve them," Skinner said. 
"The executive has not only the 
role, but the responsibility to 
take a stand on these issues, 
and I feel none of that is hap
pening here." 

Kremen has lived in 
Whatcom County for 25 years 
and previously served in the 
State House of Representatives 
for 11 years. He first ran for 
county, executive because he 
was frustrated with the parti
sanship in Olympia. 

"You can get more done as a 
county executive as opposed to 
the legislature," said Kremen. 

Skinner believes his back
ground in business, coupled 
with his experience as the coun
ty facilities manager for two 
years, make him ideal for the 
position, which is essentially 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
Whatcom County and overseer 
of a $100 million budget. 

"I really feel as if I'm a per
fect match," Skinner said. 

Skinner and Kremen are both 
against Initiative 695, which 
would set car tabs at $30 and 
requires voter approval to raise 
taxes, and Initiative 696, which 
bans' commercial net fishing. 

Whatcom planner touts business sense while 
opponent stresses environmental concerns 

By Jennae Phillippe 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

An environmentalist and a 
businessman are bringing new 
perspectives to old issues in the 
race for Whatcom County 
Council District 2, Position B. 

Clarence Bob Sr., a 48-year-
old laborer who has lived in 
Whatcom County all his life, is 
a member of the Lummi 
Business Council and was 
elected the vice president of the 
Pacific Northwest Tribal 
Employment Rights Office. 

Sam Crawford, 39, is in 
charge of sales and manage
ment at a Bellingham lumber
yard, and has lived in Whatcom 
County since 1992. 

He is chair of the Whatcom 
Planning Commission, which 
he has served on for three 

Clarence 
Bob Sr. 

years. 
Both candi

dates feel they 
have something 
to offer Whatcom 
County tha t may 
be lacking in the 
current council. 

" C o m m o n 
sense," Bob said. 
"There are a lot 
of issues t ha t 
come before the 
council, and a lot 
of them are 
tough. But a lot 
of tha t stuff jus t 
deals with com
mon sense and 
figuring out 
what's right for 
the people." 

Bob said he relies on common 
sense and his environmentalist 

Sam 
Crawford 

leanings, such as concern for 
water quality, when dealing 
with the pollution of Lake 
Whatcom. 

"It's time we s tar t dealing 
with cleaning up the lake," he 
said. "Enough money has been 
spent on studies and tests." 

Bob said stopping or slowing 
development on Lake Whatcom 
might be the only way left to 
save it. 

"If people aren't willing to 
come together, the only resolve 
we have left is a moratorium on 
development — prohibit devel
opment of the watershed for a 
two-year period," he said. "I 
don't think we need it now. But 
if people don't come together 
and realize we need tha t water, 
it may be the only choice." 

Crawford said his experience 
as chair of the Whatcom 

Planning Commission gives 
him a unique perspective on 
county issues. 

"With my business back
ground and experience I can 
analyze funding issues and 
make impor tant decisions," 
Crawford said. 

For example, he gives his 
idea on how to help the over
crowding of the county jail. 

Crawford proposes the coun
ty hire an independent contrac
tor to build a new jail and then 
lease it to the county for 
$50,000 to $70,000 per month. 

After 20 years, the contractor 
would make back the money it 
took to build the jail. Then the 
contractor could sell the jail to 
the county. 

"It's a way to have a new jail 
and not have new taxes," 
Crawford said. 
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Experience stressed 
in city finance race 

By Matt Jaffe 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

In the race for city finance 
director, Therese Holm and John 
McGarrity each have an econom
ic background, but one has 
served in an elected office and 
the other has been involved in 
the community unofficially. 

McGarrity, 50, has 25 years of 
business, government and 
investment experience, includ
ing work in the New York City 

7 don't feel there's a 
role for the finance 
director in the budget 
and policy-making 
decisions of the city.' 

J o h n McGarr i ty 
F i n a n c e d i r ec to r c a n d i d a t e 

Transit Authority. As its logistics 
supervisor, he managed $750 
million of purchases annually. 

He moved to Bellingham in 
1990, but said his ties to the area 
go back farther than that. His 
sister moved to Bellingham in 
1975, and McGarrity has been 
involved in the community since 
then. 

Though he has no history in 
elective office, McGarrity said 
his experience qualifies him for 
the position. 

"I've been active in political 
and community affairs my entire 
life, though I've never run for 
elected office before," he said. 

McGarrity initially decided to 
enter the race to run against the 
incumbent, Lynn Carpenter, who 
often challenged the city's finan
cial decisions. 

"I don't feel there's a role for 

the finance director in the bud
get and policy-making decisions 
of the city," McGarrity said. 

Holm takes a slightly different 
position on the incumbent 
Carpenter than McGarrity. 

"I think it is appropriate for 
the finance director to weigh-in 
on policies which would affect 
the financial health of the city," 
Holm said. 

Holm, 47, originally from 
Fairbanks, Alaska, worked for 
the Washington State Auditor's 
office before her current job as 
Port of Bellingham Finance 
Director. 

"I think my training and expe
rience in public finance will 
allow me to hit the ground with
out any significant training 
curve; therefore the voters get 
the best value for their money," 
Holm said. 

She said her experience in 
public finance at the port sets 

Quality of community major issue in Bellingham mayoral race 

7 think it is appropri
ate for the finance 
director to weigh-in on 
policies which would 
affect the financial 
health of the city.' 

T h e r e s e H o l m 
F i n a n c e d i r ec to r c a n d i d a t e 

her apart from McGarrity. 
"My" training and experience 

give me the background to han
dle public finance and do a good 
job of it," she said. 

Holm said the finance manag
er is responsible for $70 million 
of investments and financial 
reporting on a $170 million city 
budget. 

Craig Yantis/The Western Front 
Mayoral candidates Russ Weston (far left) and Mark Asmundson (third from left) share their 
views on community issues at a Bellingham/Whatcom County Chamber of Commerce meeting. 

MAYOR, from page 1 

munity," he said. "We cannot let 
that which is our greatest attrac-
tor be taken away — we can't let 
growth steal our quality of life, 
and that requires careful plan
ning." 

Challenger Russ Weston said 
water quality and growth man
agement are important issues, 
but he said the most needed 
improvement is more interaction 
between city officials and the 
public. 

"We've been made aware that 
there are problems (in 
Bellingham), but the city has not 
been sharing that information," 

Weston said. "As mayor, you need 
to be reliable and develop trust. 
Ask for permission rather than 
asking for forgiveness." 

The three-pronged platform of 
a "reliable, accountable, fiscally-
responsible mayor," is the driving 
force behind Weston's campaign. 
As a former math teacher and 11-
year database analyst for 
Bellingham City Hall, he said he 
has the experience to deal with 
problems citizens of Bellingham 
think are most important. 

"You have to work cooperative
ly with the people. Rather than 
doing it yourself you teach some
one to do it," he said. "As far as 
reliability, consider the prayer of 
serenity — do what you can do 

something about, and don't 
worry about what you can't do 
something about. Don't wait 
until it's broken before you try to 
fix it." 

Despite the fact he has never 
been in a position similar to 
mayor, Weston said he is running 
because he knows the infrastruc
ture of city hall and with that he 
can create a government to best 
serve the people of Bellingham. 

"This is not government for the 
sake of government, but govern
ment for the sake of the people," 
he said. "We're not looking for the 
problems, we're looking for the 
solutions and how to implement 
the solutions." 

Community relations important to city council candidates 
B y Jaime Martin 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

More similarities than differ
ences exist between Terry 
Bornemann and R.B. Porter, can
didates for Bellingham City 
Council's 5th Ward seat. 

Bornemann and Porter are fis
cally-conservative Democrats. 
Both men are opposed to 
Initiatives 695 and 696. 

Porter said he is most con
cerned about the provision in I-
695 that would require a public 
vote in order to raise taxes or pub
lic fees. 

'Tlopefully, (people) are electing 
me to make good decisions," 

Porter said. "Government should 
fund community needs such as 
ambulance ser
vice, but wants 
such as green-
ways, even 
though impor
tant, should be 
left for voter 
approval." 

B o r n e m a n n 
agrees with 
Porter. 

"1-695 sets 
forth something very appealing 
($30 vehicle licensing), but 
attaches something very devious 
and short-sighted," Bornemann 
said. 

Terry 
Bornemann 

Water quality, in the opinion of 
both candidates, is Bellingham's 

number one con
cern. A difference 
in perspective, 
however, sepa
rates Porter and 
Bornemann. 

Porter said he 
believes not 
enough public 
process and 
debate has been 
given to the 

renewal of Georgia Pacific's water 
rights. 

"If we are going to give up a 
community asset (water) we 
should make sure to get some

thing we want in return," Porter 
said. 

Preserving clean drinking 
water by protecting the water
shed from contamination is 
Bornemann's primary concern for 
Bellingham. 

"Even if the Lake Whatcom 
proposal doesn't pass, we still 
need to prevent more watershed 
land from development," 
Bornemann said. "And we need to 
develop our relationship with 
county government because so 
much.of the watershed land is 
county-owned." 

The candidates know.what they 
want to contribute to city council. 

Porter — owner of the Cookie 

Cafe on Cornwall Avenue — said 
he wants to take city council into 
a new level of community rela
tions. 

"The present council works 
from top down and I work from 
grassroots," Porter said. "I will 
listen and interact to understand 
concerns." 

Bornemann — a juvenile pro
bation officer — said he would 
like to see more emphasis given to 
community assets that promote 
positive attitudes and behaviors 
from youth. "I've worked with a 
lot of youth, both positively and 
negatively, and I would like to see 
the council focus on what makes 
kids healthy," Bornemann said. 

Recomp says it could go out of business if infectious waste initiative passes, supporters worry about public health 
infectious waste. 

WASTE, from page 1 

The material comes in sealed 
containers, which are loaded 
directly into an autoclave — a 
machine that uses high-temper
ature, high-pressure steam to 
disinfect the material — then 
sent to a landfill. 

The initiative proposes to limit 
the amount of infectious waste 
commercial facilities can accept 
to .3 percent of Whatcom 

County's solid waste. 
According to court documents 

filed during a failed injunction of 
1-99 by Frank Moscone, presi
dent of Recomp, the company 
would have to limit its accep
tance of infectious waste from 
300 tons per month to about 23 
tons. 

Moscone also stated 1-99 
would prevent Recomp from 
accepting more than 90 percent 
of its current load. 

He said he believed this would 
either force the company to relo

cate or go out of business 
because of it will not be able to 
fulfill its contract with 
Browning-Ferris Indust-ries, 
which collects the 
waste. 

Jim Austin, attor
ney for Recomp, said 
no state laws in 
Washington exist to 
regulate the treat
ment of medical 
waste. 

"The effect (of 1-99) 

Initiative 1-9g; 
would lim|Ps 

infeqtlitis 
medjiii i waste 
brought into 
the county. 

health," Austin said. "It does not 
guarantee that medical waste 
will be treated by anybody. They 
can throw the stuff in the 

garbage." 
If 1-99 passes, 

Austin said most local 
facilities would have 
to dispose of infec
tious waste in non
commercial facilities, 
most likely on-site, 
which he believes 
would cost businesses 

would be to jeopardize public more money, thereby dissuading 

them from properly disposing of 
the material. 

Recomp filed an injunction in 
September citing the initiative 
as a violation of its permit rights. 

The permit is scheduled for 
renewal later this year. 

Austin said if 1-99 passes, it 
would "embroil the county in a 
considerable amount of litiga
tion." 

"We should never prevent pub
lic health decisions because 
somebody is pressing a lawsuit," 
Brenner said. 
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Proposition 1 addresses watershed issues 
By Emily Santolla 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

For $12 per month or less, 
Bellingham may be able to raise 
enough money to buy property in 
the Lake Whatcom watershed. 

Proposition 1, also known as 
the drinking water initiative, 
proposes a-surcharge between $6 
and $12 on Bellingham residents' 
monthly utility bills to buy the 
watershed land. 

The initiative would net 
Bellingham at least $4 million 
per year. The initiative also pro
poses that Bellingham establish 
a commission of volunteers to 
represent public interest in 
watershed issues. 

Tim Paxton, Marion Beddill 
and Larry Williams co-founded 
the initiative out of concern for 

'It is a way of protect
ing our water supply.' 

Larry Williams 
Proposition 1 

co-founder 

the quality of Bellingham's 
drinking water. 

Urban runoff and sewage over
flow have polluted Lake 
Whatcom, reducing the quality of 
the city's drinking water, 
Williams said. 

"It is a way of protecting our 
water supply," Williams said. 

7 do want clean water, 
but I want to do it in a 
way that will be cost 
effective.' 

Mark Lambert 
Proposition 1 opponent 

Many other cities in the 
Northwest, including Seattle, 
Tacoma and Portland, have pub
licly owned Watersheds, Williams 
said. 

Purchasing the watershed will 
forestall development, he said, 
explaining development is often 
the culprit for Lake Whatcom 
pollution problems, such as 
urban runoff and septic overflow. 

The goal of the initiative is not 
to stop development but rather to 
keep it away from Bellingham's 
drinking water, he said. 

It will cost less money to pur
chase the watershed than to 
treat it, Williams said. 

Opponents of the proposition 
say the cost is too great for the 
amount of good it will do. 

Proposition 1 will have "very 
little impact on pollution but a 
huge impact on the community," 
said Mark Lambert, president of 
the Building Industry 
Association of Whatcom County. 

Lambert estimated a loss of at 
least $4 million in taxes if the 
proposition passes, since the land 
the initiative targets is privately 
owned. 

"I do want clean drinking 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Proposition 1 co-founder Tim Paxton holds a copy of the initiative as he explains it. 

water, but I want to do it in a way 
tha t will be cost effective," 
Lambert said. 

Proposition 1 only addresses 
one source of pollutants in Lake 
Whatcom — a source which is 
not even that significant, he said. 

The real problem is storm 
water runoff, Lambert said. 

Storm water drains run from 

the street right into the lake. 
Park Place wetlands, a bio-filter 
for storm water runoff, is in need 
of repair and pumping stations in 
Geneva are in need of an 
upgrade, Lambert said. 

.Lambert said the best way to 
protect Lake Whatcom is to look 
at the whole issue and follow the 
recommendations of the Lake 

Whatcom Management Program. 
The LWMP — a joint effort 

between Lake Whatcom, the City 
of Bellingham, and Water 
District 10 — is working on a 
detailed plan for the future of 
Lake Whatcom. 

Storm water management and 
property purchasing are included 
in the report. 

1-695 would force WTA to cut bus service by more than 50 percent 

1-695, from page 1 

say Washington state's taxes are 
too high; it would give taxpayers 
much-needed relief. 

Only six states have higher 
taxes than Washington, said 
Randy Elmore, a small business 
owner, at an Oct. 19 forum at 
Western. 

Washington's MVET is the 
third highest in the United 
States, and its gas, property and 
sales taxes are also high, Elmore 
said. 

"If 1-695 passes — and it will 
pass — tax payers will have 
money in their pockets," Elmore 
said. 

Supporters say MVET rev
enue can be replaced with state 
surplus money. 

"Opponents of 1-695 say it's 

the end of the world as we know 
it," Elmore said. "It's not going to 
happen. The state has a $1 bil
lion surplus," 

Supporters also say the rev
enue, loss can be made up 
through more efficient governr 
ing. 

"You'd have to juggle a lot of 
budgets to get (1-695) to work, 
but it would be worth having our 
opinions heard," said 1-695 sup
porter Dorene Bahzad. 

Opponents of 1-695, however, 
say it would cut funding for state 
and local government services. 

"(1-695) would have drastic 
consequences for government 
and the people it serves," said 
Tim Farris, chair of Whatcom 
County No on 1-695. 

Farris said that cities' health 
and criminal justice programs, 

the state ferry system, and pub-
he transportation could be hurt 
by 1-695. 

The Whatcom Transportation 
Authority budget would be cut 
by 46 percent, $5.7 million, and 
its service would be cut by more 
than half if 1-695 passes, said 
Richard Walsh, WTA general 
manager. 

"I think these are areas people 
who want to cut taxes take for 
granted," Farris said. 

Opponents also say requiring 
voter approval for any tax 
increase would harm representa
tive government. 

"It's an atteTmpt to. cripple gov
ernment," Farris said, explain
ing that even libraries would 
have to get voter approval to 
raise fees for overdue books if I-
695 passes. 

Chris Goodenow/The Western Front 
Tim Farris, chair of Whatcom County No on 1-695, speaks against the initiative while Randy 
Elmore, small business owner and 1-695 supporter, takes notes. 

1-696 proposes 
ending commercial 
net fishing in state 

By Jeremy Thurston 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Washington state residents 
want to save the salmon. The 
debate about how to best'accom
plish this goal continues with the 
addition of Initiative 696 to this 
year's ballot. ' 

1-696 would ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ban all non-trib- " * 
ai commercial 'There are many peo-
net fishing in p{e in Whafcom 
W a s h i n g t o n _, , * , •, 
waters. Tribal County who depend 
fishing would onjishfor their liveli-

ed marine life. 
"Commercial nets drown more 

endangered seabirds per year 
than the entire New Carissa oil 
spill," Johnson said. 

Opponents of the initiative say 
that the same number offish that 
are now divided between com

mercial, sport 

not be affected h o o c f 
because of pro
tection guaran- Kathy Sutter 
teed in federal C o u n t y C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
treaties. 

Those who 
support the initiative say the gov
ernment has failed to regulate 
commercial fishing properly and 
that passing the initiative will 
bring an immediate increase of 
spawning salmon. 

"This initiative is necessary 
because up to this point harvest 
has not been addressed," said 
Aaron Johnson, a member of Ban 
All Nets, a group supporting I-
696. "If salmon are plucked by 
nets, they aren't going to be able 
to spawn no matter how clean the 
spawning grounds are." 

Backers of the initiative also 
say ending net fishing will put 
an end to the killing of untarget-

and tribal fish
ermen would 
be divided 
between only 
sport and tribal 
fishers. 

They say the 
initiative will 
pit commercial 
fishers against 
tribal and 
sports fishers. 

"There are 
people in What-com County who 
depend on fish for their liveli
hood," Whatcom County Council 
member Kathy Sutter said. "You 
have to consider all the business
es that would be affected by this 
— boating companies and even 
grocery stores." 

Sutter said she believes an 
approach designed by and bene
fitting the three fishing groups 
would be in the best interest to 
save salmon. 

"I would like to see a situation 
where everybody pitches in 
instead of only targeting one 
industry — and only half of that 
industry," Sutter said. 


