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Anticipated budget proposals released 
Nicholas Johnson 

Kevin Minnick 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

After the release of their 2009-11 
budget proposals on March 10, all 16 of 
Western's planning unit leaders, which 
consist of deans, provosts and vice presi
dents, gathered March 18 and 19 to share 
their plans regarding multiple budget-cut 
scenarios. . 

All Western colleges and departments 
conducted a Strengths, Challenges, Op

portunities and Threats (SCOT) analysis 
during winter quarter, as well as numerous-
subsequent inter-department meetings and 
discussions, to help prepare for the budget 
presentations. 

The various academic deans and pro
vosts presented budget-cut strategies for a 
3.8 percent and a 5 percent scenario. Ad
ministrative planning unit leaders present
ed budget-cut strategies for a 5 percent 
and a 7 percent scenario. 

"[All planning units] wanted to mini
mize impact to the units who provide 

direct academic instruction," said John 
Lawson, vice provost for information and 
telecommunications. "Doing that means 
that some other areas need to take larger 
cuts. So, if you look at the areas outside 
the provost departments, they are hitting 
the 7 percent scenario." 

Lawson has prepared for a deeper cut 
than what the academic departments face, 
presenting a 10 percent scenario in addi
tion to the 5 percent scenario. 

Western's budget-cut proposal sce
narios of 3.8, 5 and 7 percent were based 
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College students from all around Washington state gathered in Olympia with signs protesting the current decisions in legislation regarding 
budget cuts and tuition increases in the state's universities. ~ 

Students travel to Olympia to rally tuition increase 
Nicholas Johnson 

THE WESTERN FRONT . 

Despite Wednesday's wet and windy 
weather, the Washington Student Lobby 
(WSL) held a rally on the steps of the state 
capitol, building to oppose the state's pro
posed higher education budget cuts and 
the possibility of increased tuition fates 
for resident undergraduates. 

As a result of the state legislature's 
newly-released budget proposals, which 
could amount to a 25 percent cut to West
ern's budget between 2009-11, the WSL 
invited students from across the state to 

rally in Olympia. 
"We wanted to send the message that 

these cuts to our state's higher education 
system will" allow fewer students to be 
able to afford rising tuition," WSL Execu
tive Director Mike Bogatay said. 

Urging legislators to continue their 
traditional support for Washington's high
er education system, Western senior Thom 
Anderson spoke to a sparse crowd of me
dia and Evergreen State students explain
ing his dependence on state financial aid. 

"I come from a low-income family 
that, could not contribute toward my edu
cation," Anderson said. "While I've had 

access to [financial aid] opportunities, 
the availability of such aid will be greatly 
reduced under the proposed enrollment 
number and budget for 2009-11." 

The state Senate's budget proposal 
allocates roughly $10 million of finan
cial aid to Western, whereas the House of 
Representative's budget allocates approx
imately $6 million. 

According to Western's Office of 
Planning and Budgeting, resident under
graduates can expect to see tuition in-

on Gov.. Chris Gregoire's $342 million 
budget cut proposal to the state's higher 
education system made in December. Her 
proposal meant Western would need to re
duce its operating budget by $13- million, 
or roughly 5 percent for the 2009-11 bien
nial budget. 

Brent Carbajal, dean of the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, said all 
eight of Western's colleges were told to 
prepare for a 50 percent reduction in 

see BUDGET page 6 

Technology fee 
increase up for 

renewal in 
spring elections 

Jeremy Schwartz 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Associated Students (AS) Board of 
Directors decided Wednesday., how the 
proposed Student Technology Fee renew
al, .which would raise the per student.fee 
from $17 per quarter to an amount not ex
ceeding $25 per quarter, will be presented 
to Western's student body for the 2009 AS 
spring elections, said Western senior An
drea Goddard, AS vice president for aca
demic affairs. 

The proposed renewal includes the 
possibility of the fee being less than $25 
per quarter in order for the AS board to 
have more flexibility in deciding exactly, 
how much of the Student Technology Fee 
will go toward the projects the board is set 
to fund, Goddard said. 

The Student Technology Fee was 
implemented in 1995 and comes up.for 
renewal by student vote approximately 
every four years, Goddard said. The cur
rent fee is divided between the Student 
Technology Center and the proposal fund, 
which supports the myriad of technology-
related project proposals that Western's 
staff and departments submit every year 
to the Student Technology Fee Commit
tee, she said. 

The tech center receives $2 of the $17 
every quarter—approximately $75,000 
for the 2008-09 academic year—and the 
proposal fund receives the remaining $15 

see TUITION RALLY page 5 see FEE page 7 
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Western freshman Taylor Bunch checks the shelves in the Associated Students Bookstore for 

"Seven books, can you believe that? For one class," Bunch said. . 

Former Western Provost, Lecture Series 'Wizards at 
Andrew Bodman named Western' on 'Deciphering 

Provost for CSUSB Nature's Code' 
Andrew Bodman, who . served as 

Western's provost and vice president 
for business and academic affairs from 
1999-2007, was hired for the same posi
tion at California State University, San 
Bernardino (CSUSB). 

In addition to his time as provost, 
Bodman was also a professor of geogra
phy at Western's Huxley College of the 
Environment. As provost, Bodman devel
oped new academic programs at Western 
and improved the quality of existing aca
demic programs, which helped him meet 
the eligibility requirements for the CSU 
provost position. 

Bodman will begin his duties with 
CSU at the start of the new academic year 
on July 1: 

The Western College of Sciences 
and Technology will host a lecture event 
called "Wizards at Western." Michael 
Naylor, associate professor of mathemat
ics, will be the presenter. 

This lecture is based off of the Gold
en Ratio, thought to be the most beautiful 
ratio in the world since the beginning of 
mathematics. Leonardo da Vinci was one 
of the many scientists who saw art in the 
Golden Ratio. 

Naylor's presentation is designed to 
help the audience understand the history 
of this ratio and learn the secrets behind 
its patterns in nature. The lecture will be 
at 10 a.m., April 11 in the Science Math 
and Technology Building Room 150. All 
lectures are free and open to the public. 

WWU Official Announcements - PLEASE POST 
The WWU Official Announcements will appear in The Western Front twice per quarter. Submission policy: 

Announcements should be limited to SO words and be typewritten or legibly printed. Announcements may 
be sent to fast.;.- wwu.edu—-in the subject line include a one-word topic and clearly note that the item is for 
Official Announcements. Items also may be sent to "Official Announcements," MS 9011, faxed to ext. 6817 
or brought to Old Main Room 300. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT. 

Phoned announcements will not be accepted. 

MATH PLACEMENTTEST—The WWUTesting Center administers the math placement test, and the(schedule 
can be found at the center's Web site at http://www.wwu.edu/depts/assess/tc.htm.The test is given on most 
Mondays and Thursdays throughout the quarter. All administrations are at the Testing Center in Old Main 
Room 120, unless otherwise posted. Remaining schedule for spring quarter: Mondays at 3 p.m. (April 6,13, 
20,27; May 4,11,18; June 1,8) and Thursdays at 9 a.m. (April 2,16,23,30; May 7,14,21,28; June 4,11). 

MILLER ANALOGIES TEST—To arrange an appointmentto take the MAT, contact the Testing Center, either 
in person in Old Main Room 120 or by calling (360) 650-3080. A fee of $70 is payable at timeof testThe test 
takes approximately 1.5 hours, and preliminary scores will be available immediately. Official results will be 
mailed within 15 days. See http://www.testprepreview.com for more information and free practice tests. 

WEST-B TEST—All individuals applying for admission to state-approved teacher education programs are 
required to meet the minimum passing score on the basic skills assessment by the application deadline. 
Visit http://www.westnesinc.com for registration information and a study guide with sample test questions. 
Remaining test dates for the 2008-2009 school year are April 10, May 30 and July 11 .Registration deadlines 
are several weeks in advance of each date. 

WEST-ETEST—Washington state requires teacher candidates and teachers adding endorsements to pass a 
subject knowledge assessment for each chosen endorsement. This endorsement is called the Washington 
Educator Skills Test-Endorsements (WEST-E). WWU teacher candidates must pass the WEST-E test for each 
endorsement to be earned with a teacher certificate as a condition for entering the student teaching intern
ship. New WEST-E tests administered by Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson are being implemented in two 
phases. Phase II tests will be available in fall 2009. Candidates are responsible for reviewing the Woodring 
College of Education WEST-E Test Resource Site at http://wwW.wce.wwu.edu/Resources/Endorsements/ 
WEST-Eshtml for current registration and test information. Some students will need to pass the WEST-E/ 
PRAXIS II test to qualify for endorsement during the New WEST-E implementation period. Refer to the Test 
Resource Site for test dates, registration and test information. Remaining 2008-2009 New WEST-E test 
dates: April 4, May 30 and July 11. 

HEARING ON SKATEBOARD RULE CHANGES— WWU proposes amendments to skateboard and foot 
scooter rules to provide clear operational guidelines for students, faculty, staff and guests/The proposed 
rules acknowledge skateboards, foot scooters, skates and other similar devices as sustainable forms of 
transportation. The new rules will also set allowable speeds on campus and provide for walk zones where 
riders are required to dismount from their skateboards. The hearing on skateboards is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
April 22 in Old Main Room 340. 

HEARING ON BIBYCLE RULE CHANGES—WWU proposes amendments to bicycle rules to provide clear opera
tional guidelines for students, faculty, staff and guests. The rules will set allowable speeds on campus and 
provide for walk zones where riders are required to dismount from their bicycles. The hearing on bicycles, 
mopeds, and other powered devices is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. April 22 in Old Main Room 340. 

HEARING ON HOUSING AND DINING RULE CHANGES—Amendments to housing and dining rules are 
proposed to be consistent with the department's revised mission statement. The hearing on Housing and 
Dining is scheduled for 4 p.m. April 22 in Old Main Room 340. 
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books for his Liberal Studies class on Thursday. 

Man leads Western police 
on 15-miriute car chase 

On March 29, a man led Western 
police through local neighborhoods on a 
15-minute car chase. 

The 25-year-old man from Bell-
ingharh was initially pulled over after a 
Western officer noticed the pickup he was 
driving had a damaged fender that was 
rubbing against his front tire. 

The driver refused to give the officer 
.•-' his registration, insurance and driver's li

cense , then took off driving south on West 
College Drive. 

Western and Bellingham Police 
chased the driver through the neighbor
hood streets until his pickup got stuck on 
top of a dirt mound. When the driver re
fused to get out of the truck, police fired 
a Taser at him, said Western police chief 
Randy Stegmeier. 

Joseph Alan Schacht was arrested 
on suspicion of eluding police and third--
degree driving with a suspended license. 
Test results are pending to determine if-
Schacht was under the influence of alco
hol or drugs. 
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need a sweet on campus job for next year? 

Last Chance! 
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at the filing cabinet outside VU 505 
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Western meets Zimmerman, first of three provost finalists 
Anne Maertens 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Michael Zimmerman was the first of 
three new finalists chosen for the position 
of provost/vice president of academic af
fairs to visit Western Monday and Tues
day this week. 

During an open forum held Monday 
for the campus community to meet and 
ask Zimmerman questions, he focused on 
the need to keep the liberal arts central to 
society during the rough economic times 
ahead. 

Each finalist visits Western separately 
for two days and holds an hour-long fo
rum. This is a continuation of the first 
search conducted last fall, which resulted 
in a candidate declining an offer made by 
Western President Bruce Shepard. 

Western Associate Professor Craig 
Dunn, chair of the Provost Search Adviso
ry Committee, said two dozen applicants 
were added to the original pool of candi
dates and then the search committee re
peated the review process until they chose 
three new finalists. 

Dunn said all finalists share many 
characteristics that would be beneficial to 
Western, including their leadership styles. 

"We're not looking for someone 
who's going to be a heavy-handed dicta
tor," Dunn said. "The culture at Western 
supports someone that is transparent and 
participative." 

Zimmerman has a doctorate in biol
ogy from Washington University in St. 
Louis, Mo. He has taught at William and 
Mary College, Oberlin College, and was a 
dean at University of Wisconsin Oshkosh 
for 14 years' before working at Butler Uni

versity in Indiana. He said he likes to sur
round himself with the brightest people he 
can find so that he does not have to waste 
time micromanaging. 

As dean of the college of liberal aits 
and sciences at Butler for the past three 
years, he said he has a lot of experience 
that is applicable to •the provost position, 
but it is Western's responsibility to. decide 
if he is the right fit for the university. 

The questions in the forum ranged 
from dealing with the economic times to 
what Zimmerman can do to improve the 
lives of Western faculty and staff. 

Zimmerman said he was good at 
bringing people from different back
grounds together. He also mentioned his 
experience at Butler, where he7 created 
cross-department reading groups and held 
multi-departmental panel discussions. 

Western biology professor Deb Dono
van is a member of the search committee. 

"I like him," Donovan said. "He's a 
biologist, so what's hot to like?" 

Donovan said she would like to see 
someone with scientific background get 
the job, but she also appreciated his com
mitment to the holistic liberal arts educa
tion. 

"The things I treasure most about 
higher education seem to be things that 
Western also values," Zimmerman said. 
"It appears that Western cares deeply 
about the primacy and centrality of the 
liberal arts." 

The biggest challenge Zimmerman 
sees for Western-, which depends heavily, 
on state funding, is the recession. It is at 
a magnitude no one in higher education 
has ever experienced, and everyone will 
undergo budget cuts, he said. 

To get through this, it is important 
' for Western to demonstrate to society that 
providing a liberal arts degree, rather than 
a certification, is valuable to the entire 
community, not just the student receiv
ing the degree, Zimmerman said. A liberal 
arts education creates strong leaders and 
volunteers for society, which is how grad
uates can pay back the cost of their public 
education to their communities., he said. 

"Sinking limited resources into higher, 
education is one of the best things society 
can do for itself," Zimmerman said. 

Zimmerman said he believes raising 
tuition is not only necessary but inevita
ble. Equally important is raising financial 
aid assistance for students so the burden 
of the tuition rise goes, to those who can 
afford it, he said. - . 

Associated Students President Erik 
Lowe said dealing with tuition and bud
gets are difficult issues for administrators. 
Although, as a student it is unrealistic to 
think that financial aid will be able to keep 
up with Hie rise in tuition, he said. Many 
students and their families are facing job 
losses, decreased home values arid in
creased debt, Lowe said. 

Overall, Lowe said he was impressed 
with the way Zimmerman responded to 
the questions. 

One professor asked if Zimmerman 
were provost, what would he do to protect 
scholarships available for students? 

Zimmerman said students will suffer 
the most during this era of recession, and 
it is essential to keep scholarships avail
able for students, especially those who 
have the hardest time affording higher 
education. 

"If you lose a generation [of stu

dents,] you've lost something that really 
is irretrievable," he said. 

Donovan said the most important 
thing is that Shepard and Zimmerman 
work well together.. President Shepard 
will make the final choice after thevtwo' 
other candidates visit campus. 

Liz. Sipes, assistant to the president, 
said President Shepard is going to wait 
until all three candidates have visited 
campus before commenting on them indi
vidually. 

The next candidate Central Michigan 
University Vice Provost Catherine Rior-
dan visited the campus Wednesday and 
Thursday. The third, Gerard Voland, dean 
of the College of Engineering at Indiana 
University, will be on campus April 8 and 
9. 

photo by Keith Daigle THE WESTERN FRONT 

Dr. Michael Zimmerman answers questions 
during his provost forum on Monday. 

Pick up your Big Blue Bonus Book today 
to take advantage of great savings.* 

*20% OFF shorts & sweatpants 
10% OFF art supplies 

360.6503655 bookstore.wwu.edu 501 High Street 
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RALLY: Students hope to preserve tuition cap 
from 1 

-creases of $300 to $429 per year during 
the 2009-11 biennium as a result of either 
a 7 percent or 10 percent increase. 

Western's Board of Trustees is cur-r 
rently limited in its ability to raise resident 
undergraduate tuition above 7 percent of 
the previous year's rate, as a result of a 
measure approved by Gov. Chris Gre-
goire in April 2007. The measure was 
intended to cap tuition increases through 
the 2016-17 academic year, according to 
RCW 28B. 15.558. However, the board 
maintains authority to raise non-resident 
and graduate tuition rates as they see fit. . 

The state Senate's budget proposal 
released Monday preserves the 7 percent 
tuition cap while rthe House of Represen
tatives' proposal, released Tuesday, in
creases the cap to 10 percent. 

"In recent years the [state] legislature 
has shown to be incapable of preserving, a 
tuition increase cap," Associated Student 
Legislative Affairs Liaison- Morgan Hol
mgren said. "What's the point of a cap if 
we keep increasing it?" 

Jane Vrorrian, Western's legislative 
relations specialist, said Western admin
istration has been asking the state leg
islature for a 14 percent tuition increase 
to help offset Western's predicted budget 
cuts since the 2009 legislative session be-
ĝan on Jan. 8. Western's administration 
has wrestled with the issue of decreased 
student access to higher education as a 
result of increasing tuition rates, Vroman 
said. 

"We are incredibly sensitive to that, 
but we also need to remember that the 
legislature is offering less money than in 
previous years, which means students will 
need to pay more," Vroman said. 

Sarah Ishmael, AS vice president of 
legislative and governmental affairs, said 
that while Western has been receiving less 
state funding each year, those financial 
burdens can not continue to be placed on 
students in the form of increased tuition. 
Rather than placing such heavy financial. 
strains on students, the entire Western 

community- students, administration, fac
ulty and legislators as well- need to begin 
asking what higher education means to the 
future of Washington state, Ishmael said. 

"There are ideas and resources that I 
believe have not yet been discovered be-

• cause we, as an entire community, need to 
start asking these tough questions," Ish
mael said. 

According to Western Planning and 
Budgeting documents, Western's tuition 

-has increased each year since 1987. Boga
tay said the tuition rate has also grown at 
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Student Senate Chair Annie Jansen addresses the crowd of students and media at the Wash
ington Student Lobby's rally Wednesday on the steps of the state capitol. " I am of the 
opinion that higher education should be more of a burden on the state than on students 
because it is a public good," Jansen said. 

a faster rate than inflation, which means 
students are faced with greater difficulties 
in paying tuition each year. 

Bogatay said students are now bor
rowing an average of $7,000 per year in 
loans, while the average period of time it 
takes a newly-graduated student to find a 
job is nine months. However, the grace 
period for paying back those student loans 
is generally six months after graduation. 

"Student loan debts are the only debts 
that can follow a person no matter what," 
Bogatay said. "It's like these students are 
indentured servants." 

President Barack Obama has pushed 
for financial aid relief by increasing loan 
and grant funds, such as the recently in
creased federal loan limits of urisubsidized 
loans by $2,000. The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act has increased Pell 
grants for 2009-10 to $5,350, increased 
student eligibility by extending the family 
contribution cutoff by $576 for Pell grants 
and increased the'maximum federal edu
cational tax credit by $700, according, to 
Western's Office of Financial Aid. . 

"Approximately one-fourth of West
ern aid recipients were eligible for a Pell 
grant last year,1' Director of Financial Aid 
Clara Capron wrote in an e-mail. "The 
maximum Pell grant will increase by $619 
from the 2008-09 school year." 

Capron also said federal aid funding 
for the College Work Study program has 
not yet been announced, but she expects 
increases there as well. State Work Study 
allocations have not yet been made, but 
Capron said an increase in those funds 
"remains a reasonable possibility." 

CLOSING 
Chispa Scooters in Fairhaven 

is going out of business! 
All scooters & accessories are being liquidated at greatly reduced prices. 

Several brands available including the very popular Vespa scooters. 

30% off all parts and accessories. 

201 East Holly St. • 733-PITA 

Or are you simply hungry for something 

We're right across the street from the Royal 

Examples of the incredible deals available on scooters: 
Buddy 50 Pamplona -Reg$2099, now $999 

" • ". Vespa "Stella" Black - Reg $3600, now $2299 
Piaggo MP3 **DEMO** - Reg $7000, now $4999 

Located at 960 Harris Street 
Open 10 to 6 Monday through Saturday 

.•' * Vegetarian options available * 

HOURS: 
MON-WED 10:30AM to 3AM 
THURS-SAT 10:30AM to 4AM 
SUNDAY 12PM to 12AM 

Free delivery to Western Students with I.D. 
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BUDGET: Washington universities face harsher cuts 
from 1 

temporary funding. The College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, West
ern's largest college, faces the biggest set
back. If hit with a 5 percent cut, humanities 
and social sciences would lose $749, 419 
each year, causing a complete depletion of 
its operating reserve budget. It would also 
eliminate more than 10 full-time faculty 
positions, the greatest reduction in full-
time faculty across all colleges. 

Western's College of Sciences and 
Technology is anticipating a loss of ap
proximately more than 7 full-time fac
ulty positions, the second highest among 
Western's colleges. Most of these posi
tions are currently unfilled—so while core 
programs are unaffected, opportunities for 
student independent research projects will 
suffer. 

"Each faculty member can work with 
two, three or four students each term [on 
independent research projects]," said Ar-
lan Norman, dean of the College of Sci
ences and Technology. "If we don't fill 
these positions, we won't be able to ex
pand the research opportunities as much 
as we hoped." • . . 

The Washington state Senate released 

March 30, its pro
posed 2009-11 bien-
nium budget, which 
would cut $513 mil
lion from the state's 
higher education 
system. 

Western Presi
dent Bruce Shepafd 
called the Senate's 
proposal "shocking 
and distressing." 

According to documents recently re
leased by Western's Planning and Budget
ing Office, the Senate has recommended 
Western take a 25 percent cut over the 
2009-10 school year and a 13.5 percent 
cut in the 2010-11 school year. This rep
resents a 19 percent reduction for the bi-
ennium. ^ y 

"While times are tough across the 
country, I am aware of no other state that 
is preparing to decimate its capacity to 
move ahead as times turn around," Shepa-
rd said in a statement. 

Western's peer institutions, deter
mined by the University Planning and 
Budgeting Office for the purpose of self-
assessment and academic planning, such as 
James Madison University and Montclair 

"while times are tough across 
the country; I am aware of no 
other state that is preparing to 
decimate its capacity to move 

H ahead as times turn around. 

- President Bruce Shepard 

State University, 
average a 2009-10 
budget cut of 6.5 
percent, according 
to Western's Of
fice of Planning and 
Budgeting. That 
average is nearly 
four times less than 
Western's proposed 

-. " 25 percent cut. 
The Washing

ton state House of Representatives an
nounced in its budget proposal a potential 
cut of $683 million from the state's higher 
education system. 

"If we're being prudent, we' 11 always 
have in the back of our minds the ques
tion of: what if we have to do more? What 
if we have to cut more deeply?" Norman 
said. "We?re hoping that a way of manag
ing the resources within the university can 
be found so that the academic programs 
can be protected at the 5 percent level." 

Losing the highest share of any de
partment, Western's information technol
ogy services has budgeted a 10 percent 
revenue reduction.This will significantly 
reduce the funding available for new soft
ware and software enhancements. Re

sponse times in waiting for computers 
and lab equipment to be repaired will be 
longer, and the loss of the night shift ma
chine room operator means that students 
will no longer be able to make after-hour 
administrative help desk calls. Lawson 
said they are trying not to lose any student 
employees. 

"We' 11 still have the help desk and the 
student technology center staffed by stu
dents," Lawson said. 

The consequences of Western's pro
posed budget cuts are still being consid
ered by department heads and university, 
administration as the state Senate and 
House work toward a compromise of their 
proposals. 

. According to Western's Planning and 
Budgeting Office, the State legislature's 
final budget will be finalized by April 22, 
the last day of the 2009 session. 

"I believe we'll be working on bud
get issues right up until the beginning of 
summer, probably into summer actually," 
Norman said. "When I look at the work 
we* have ahead and all the uncertainty that 
there is, we'll probably be lucky to know 
where we stand by the end of the month, 
but I'm hoping we will." 

PROPOSED CUTS TO WASHINGTON HIGHER EDUCATION 
ARE THE LARGEST IN THE COUNTRY AMONG PEER STATES 

CONNECTICUT 
5% 

NEW JERSEY 
5% 

Western's peer institutions such as Madison Uni
versity in Virginia and Montclair State University 
in New Jersey average a 2009-10 budget cut of 
6.5 percent. This average is nearly four times less 
than the budget cuts that Western is facing. 

photo illustration by Brandon Kays. 
Source: University of Washington 
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FEE: money for campus technology hinges oh student vote 

photo by Katie Greene THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western sophomore Wes ftiyne checks in a laptop at the Student Technology Center Thursday. Laptops can be rented for free on campus. 

from 1 

per quarter, she said. 
Rejection of the proposed. increase 

would effectively do away with the Stu
dent Technology Fee altogether, leaving 
no money to support the Student Technol
ogy Center, Goddard said. The ballot will 
not include any option to maintain the cur
rent $17 fee, she said. 

The proposed 2009 Student Technol
ogy Fee renewal will not only increase the 
fee by $8 per quarter, but. will also reor
ganize the way the money is distributed, 
Goddard said. 

The new fee will set aside $15 of the 
$25 per quarter for regular renewal and 
replacement of the computers in West
ern's 24 general university computer labs, 
which Academic Technology and User 
Services (ATUS) manages, Goddard said. 
The tech center will receive $3 per quarter 
from the increased fee—approximately 
$104,000 for the 2009-10 academic year, 
she said. 

The current process for upgrading 
the general university computer labs in
volves ATUS submitting a separate pro
posal for an upgrade to each computer 
lab to the Student Technology Fee Com

mittee. The committee decides how much 
of the money collected from the Student 
Technology Fee will be allocated to any 
staff and departments requesting funds 
for technology-related projects, Goddard 
said. The proposed increase will be used 
to update the general university computer 
labs every four to five years, she said. 

The restructured fee will reduce the 
amount sent-to the proposal fund to $6 per 
quarter, since ATUS will no longer have 
to rely on the proposal fund to upgrade 
its computer labs, Goddard said. The re
maining $1 per quarter will fund future 
expansion, maintenance and upgrades to 
Western's wireless network, she said. 

The committee, which Goddard 
chairs, created a Student Technology Fee 
Task Force during winter quarter 2009. 
The task force's mission was to determine 
how much the Student Technology Fee 
needed to be increased due to the higher 
demand for technology on campus since 
the.fee's establishment, Goddard said. 

"[The task force] was very cognizant 
of student dollars going to the fee," God
dard said. "We threw together things that 
would be needed." 

The task force's original proposal 
called for an end to the renewal process 

based on student votes in order to stream
line the process of regularly updating the 
general university computer labs, God
dard said. 

However, Washington law prohibits 
the approval of the technology fees-of 
public universities without a regular stu
dent vote, she said. If students pass the 
increased fee, it will come up for renewal 
again in 2013. 

The task force recommended more 
funding go toward the tech center, God
dard said. The tech center has seen a 10 
percent increase in color printing and 
large-format printing, in addition to an in-, 
crease in computer use by students over 
the past few years, said John Farquhar, 
manager of instructional development and 
multimedia. He said the tech center will 
need at least a $14,561 per year increase 
in order to maintain its current level of 
service to students. 

Farquhar said the most important 
thing is that the fee increase get passed, 
since a failure to renew the tech fee would 
result in absolutely no money left to sup
port the tech center. 

Western senior Chris Dworetzky, a 
student member of the task force and em
ployee of the tech center, said the increase 

I am 
wmmiim 
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and renewal of the tech center are defi
nitely needed. 

"If you vote 'no' on the increase, [the 
tech center] and most ATUS labs will dis
appear," Dworetzky said. 

Farquhar said he would like to see 
the tech center be able to hold hours on 
Saturdays, something it does not currently 
do.Farquhar said he would like the tech 
center to be open a total of 80 hours per 
week instead of the current 60 hours per 
week. 

In addition to more hours of opera
tion, Farquhar said he would like the tech 
center to be able to provide more work
shops that offer students free tutorials for 
software such as Adobe Photoshop and 
InDesign. 

Both scenarios would require more 
money to pay staff, because the Wash
ington state minimum wage has steadily 
increased in the last few years, Farquhar 
said. 

"[The $3 increase] would allow a 
modest increase in services," he said. 

ATUS Director Frank Roberts "said 
regular upgrades to Western's general uni
versity computer labs are vital if Western 
wants to continue to meet the technologi
cal needs of its students. Roberts said the 
computers available to all Western students 
need to be able to run the most up-to-date 
software, software that corporations such 
as Microsoft update every year. 

, Dworetzky said general university 
lab upgrades and replacements would be 
staggered, with a different lab being up
dated every year. He said an example of 
a computer lab that was in dire need of an 
upgrade was Old Main room 330, whose 
computers were originally purchased nine 
years ago and only recently replaced. 

Western senior Whitney Dunbar said 
she uses the general university computer 
labs approximately four times per week 
and the computers jn the tech center ap
proximately once per week. She said she -
would utilize the center if it were open 
on Saturdays since she printed numerous 
documents in color during the end of win
ter quarter. 

With regards to the general university 
computer labs, Dunbar said she would 
most like to see more labs on campus. 
Despite the new labs in the Academic In
structional Center, Dunbar said she thinks 
they do not take much traffic away from 
the computer labs on north campus, lead
ing to long waits for the use of a comput
er. 

"[Students] constantly use technol
ogy, whether in class or in their personal 
lives," she said. "I would support [the in
creased fee] to make life slightly easier." 

734-90951 

Be prepared - have EC in your medicine cabinet 
P Planned Parenthood 
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Dan Savage to speak on 
No stranger to Western/ the columnist returns to discuss samfl 

Coral Garnick 
THE WESTERN FRONT -

Getting married and raising children may sound like everyday occur
rences to some, but to Dan Savage, who is the editorial director of The 
Stranger and creator and author of "Savage Love," a weekly sex advice Col
umn, it proved to be a little more challenging. 

Savage, an openly gay male, adopted a son 11 years ago with his domes
tic partner, whom he married in Canada in 2005 because same-sex-marriage 
was.not legal in Washington. 

"We wanted to be legally married some place, and Canada was the near
est option^" Savage said. "We spend a lot of time in Canada, so it is a little 
taste of the future every time we go up there.." 

In an effort to create a discussion about issues studeats find important 
and are concerned with, Savage will answer any and all questions relating to 
same-sex marriage, Proposition 8 (Prop 8), and sex in general at 7 p.m. April 
4 in the Performing Arts Center. Prop 8 is an amendment to California's' 
state constitution prohibiting same-sex marriage which passed in November 
2008. 

"I hope to get in an argument," Savage said. "I hope, that it is not just 
a room, full of people that agree with me about everything and that we can 
have a real discussion about what are exciting issues at this time." 

Associated Students Productions (ASP) Special Events coordinator and 
Western junior Hallie Anderson invited Savage, to Western, after conversa
tions with ASP Civil" Controversy and the Resource Outreach Program's 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Alliance (LGBTA) and Sexual 
Awareness Center, all of which are co-sponsoring the event. 

Even though Prop 8 does not affect Washington residents, LGBTA co
ordinator and Western senior Amber Aldrich said a lot of people on campus 
were asking for programs-addressing the issue. The organizations decided 
to bring Savage to campus because he is a dynamic speaker that will engage 
the campus, Aldrich said. 

"Dan Savage has a big voice. He has a weekly column. He is editor 
of The Stranger and has written several books about family, marriage, gay 
issues and, obviously^about sex," Aldrich said. "I can't think of a better 
person to speak-in an engaging manner about Prop 8." 

Savage came to campus two years ago to talk about sex, and the event 
was well attended, Anderson said. Special Events staff likes to bring people 
to campus to create discussion about current issues in the media, such as 
Prop 8, which is a widely talked about controversial issue right now, An
derson said. 
' "I hope this event will give Western, students a broader understanding, 

regarding Prop 8," she said. "And since The Stranger is no longer delivered 
to Bellingham due to economic expenses, I think it is great that we are able 

to bring him up here." 
Savage has been res 

with his weekly "Savage 
Keck moved to Seattle to 

. The Stranger. 
"Savage Love" wasu 

up by six other newspapt 
than 100 newspapers inte 

" D a n Savage has a big v 
Stranger and he has wrirte 
and, obviously, about sex. 
ing manner about Prop 8. 

"It just took off," he 
of happened." 

Savage describes the 
campuses, and the langua 
about sex in a bar with hi 



)-sex marriage 

ponding to the sexually frustrated and confused 
Love" column since 1991 when his friend Tim 
start an alternative, left-leaning newspaper called 

juickly syndicated, and by 1993 had been picked 
;rs. After 18 years, the column is printed in more 
rnationally, Savage said. 

alee. He has a weekly column. He is editor of The 
i several books about family, marriage, gay issues 
can't think of a better person to speak in an engag-

A m b e r A l d r i c h , L G B T A di rector 

;aid. "I never really tried to syndicate it; it just.sort 

; language he uses to talk to students on college 
ge he uses in his column, as having a conversation 
s friends. 
bout sex using the language people actually use 
lends," he said. "Some people don't like it, but 
;adit." ' - • • • - • . • : : , ; /:".' Y.-; 

ularly reads "Savage Love," Aldrich said she loves 
she said she sometimes disagrees with his opin-

5ideas really refreshing, and sometimes I blatantly 
lid. "But he is kind of like that friend that you have 
—- sometimes you get furious with them, but you 
leir ability to articulate their side even when you 

y. against Prop 8, said he knows the issue is widely 
)ple often want to feel depressed about it, but he 
idents to despair because it is not as bad as some 
Prop 8. is helpful when looked at in a historical 

in 2000, in California, there was a ballot initiative 
and it passed by 22 points, Savage said. That was 
Court overturned when it briefly legalized same-
i. Prop 8, which was a constitutional amendment 
ain, only passed by 4 points. Savage said that 18 
enormous accomplishment, 

come two or four years later, we would have won," 
w vote comes four or six year from now repealing 
ound. Everything is moving in that direction." 
eial Events, ASP Civil Controversy co-sponsored 
rn to talk about sex and Prop 8. ASP Civil Contro-
ig opportunities for a diversified dialogue to occur 
ly politicized or particularly pressing social issues, 
ind consumption, Americans faith in pharmaceuti-
larriage, said Charles Walker, Western junior and 
.̂SP Civil Controversy.. 
has been in the spotlight and is so well known, 
perspective on it," Walker said. "I like to go to 
and to come away educated and with a new per-

;a Blatt said she thinks bringing Savage to Western 
resources. She said she thinks people need to be 
d she hopes students who are uninformed about it 

ay be uninformed, [Savage] is someone who may 
to listen to," Blatt said. "And him being from the 

DWS what he is talking about." 
has made it clear that Western students want to 
about Prop 8, Savage said he will be more than 

o 
ir. 

young, same-sex couples—besides don't marry 
" he said. "We are ultimately going to win this 
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COURSE: 'There's no reason why disabled and non-disabled people can't integrate together' 

from 9 

universities he worked at were too 
large for students to interact with other stu
dents from different backgrounds, 

"[At Western,] students have enough 
room to have anonymity, but enough op
portunity to develop relationships with the 
same people over time," Bninnemer said. 

Many students and faculty members 
help the disability center recognize areas 
that can be improved on campus to make ac
cessibility easier for students with disabili
ties, such as the unlevej bricks throughout 

campus and buildings without accessible 
bathrooms, Bninnemer said. 

However, Moerke said the physi
cal accessibility problems on campus are 
small compared to social tolerance issues. 
Moerke said she often becomes frustrated 
when people attempt to give her assistance 
without asking her first. Moerke said peo
ple frequently inform her when she comes 
across a flight of stairs or grab her .arm to 
guide her without permission. 

"I'm not above asking for help because 
everyone needs help sometimes," Moerke 
said. "It's all about respect and respecting 

boundaries," 
Betty Sikkema, president of the Unit

ed Blind of Whatcom County, experiences 
similar frustrations around Bellingham. 
When she begins to cross a street, people 
often grab her arms without permission to 
help guide her to the other side. She also re
ceives encouragement from people passing 
by when she walks around town, she said. 

While walking through Red Square, 
Moerke said religious groups have stopped 
her and asked ifthey can pray for her. She 
said she has been told it pains God that she 
is not "whole" and another individual told 

Moerke her blindness was a result of a sin 
in a past life. 

Although Moerke said she understands 
their concern, the forwardness is offensive. 

"I understand where they are coming 
from. They are trying to.improve my qual
ity of life," Moerke said. "But what they 
are saying is, 'you are not acceptable the 
way you are.'" 

Moerke aims to reach a larger audi
ence, helping to close the gap between 
people with and without disabilities and to 
connect other minority groups with the rest 
of society. 
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Westerii musicians receive Bellingham Music Club awards 
Megan Tackett 

THE WESTERN. FRONT-

Western juniors Anni Stankovic, 
Deborah Blakesley and senior Aidrien 
Wilkins were named the Bellingham Mu
sic Club's annual Western music award 
recipients and they performed for the club 
Wednesday at Faith Lutheran. Church. 
Each year the. club gives awards funded 
by donations within the club to Western 
music students. 

The recipients see more personal gain 
in the competition than the dollar amount. 
Wilkins said competition pushes musi
cians to perform at a higher standard. 

"It's a checkpoint in some ways, and 
an opportunity to push yourself to the next 
level in other ways," Wilkins said. 

Even if Blakesley was guaranteed not 
to win, she said she would still participate 
to gain the experience of competition and 
gain feedback from judges. 

Second-place recipient mezzo-so
prano vocalist, Blakesley began singing 
when she. was 4 years old h\aj>roduction 
of "Pinocchio" for the Bellingham The-

Westerly R^ad/Binll^toi 
i corner of Westerly Rti & Cordate Plcwy)& 
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^^Hiij irdafe-315 Westerly Rd. 

^^l l i iDw^town—1220 N Forest St. 

H|ow £6mmunity,Grow Co-op 

4* 
& 

aire Guild. She grew up performing in 
Western's Summer Stock and began par
ticipating in local vocal competitions in 
sixth grade. 

After graduating from Bellingham 
High School in 1997, Blakesley attended 
the University of Washington, (UW) for 
two years, 

Blakesley moved back to Belling
ham during her second year at UW to be 
with her mother who was fighting cancer, 
Blakesley said Leslie Guelker-Cone, di
rector of Choral Activities and coordina
tor of Vocal Studies at Western, convinced 
her to audition for the vocal department at 
Western. 

Although first-place recipient Stank-
ovic began playing the piano, when she 
was 6 years old, she did not intensify her 
involvement with music until her senior 
year in high school. 

During her freshman year, Stankovic 
won Western's concerto competition while 
playing "Prokofiev's Third Piano Concer
to" with Western's Symphony Orchestra. 
She also received the Ford Hill, William 
D. Sanford and Arthur Hicks piano schol

arships while attending Western. W n ^ ^ P c r f c ^ ^ f t ^ f i r f i p 0 ^ 
the Bellingham Music Club presents awards to Western music students Anni Stankovic, 
Deborah Blakesly and Aidrien Wilkins at Faith Lutheran Church Wednesday. 

. When third-place recipient Wilkins 
learned Western did riot have a perform 
mance program for jazz guitar, he debated 
transferring to another college. He de
cided to instead pursue the classical guitar 
program. 

eight hours a day. 
Wilkins currently manages the record

ing studio for the Performing Arts Center 
and serves on the Department Related Ac
tivities Committee and the Services and 
Activities Committee at Western. 
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Technology fee vital to student success 
Frontline 

Opinions of the Editorial Board 

This spring Western students voting 
in the Associated Student (AS) elections 
will be faced with a choice: take a $25 hit 
to their wallets by increasing the student 
technology fee or take a hit to the qual
ity of their education and eliminate the fee 
entirely. 

Students may cringe at the thought of 
more fees, in addition to a proposed 7 perr 

cent tuition increase next fall. But, unlike 
the $95 recreation fee or the $70 health 
fee, most students make use of the $17 
technology fee every day, often without 
realizing it. 

Created in 1996, the fee has "been ex
panded to establish the laptop loan pro
gram and the wireless campus network 
and. provides upgrades for high-traffic 
computer labs. 

The fee provides students with access 
to a variety of valuable resources, includ
ing technology workshops, computer labs 
and classroom tools such as microscopes 
and sound and lighting equipment. 

The economy combined with a 
shrinking school and state budget, may be 
pressuring students and the administration 
to make drastic cuts in personal and insti
tutional spending, but technology services 
are essential to a comprehensive educa
tion. 

Western cannot hope to fulfill its vi
sion of aspiring to be the premier compre
hensive public university in the country 
without technology services." 

Technology programs available at our 
school nickname Western as a "wired cam
pus," a university on the cutting edge of a 
technologically fast-paced world. With
out these vital resources Western students 
may find themselves lost in a competitive 
and dwindling job "market that demands 
technology skills upon graduation. 

Student technology is one of six fees 
charged to full-time students. It is also one 
of the lowest fees, currently costing stu
dents $17 a quarter to provide a myriad 
of services and equipment. Western's stu
dent technology fee is significantly lower 
than most state universities. University of 
Washington students pay $41 a' quarter 

and Evergreen College students may pay 
up to $150 per quarter depending on their 
use of technology services. 

The student technology fee pays for 
more than technology services and lap
tops, it also familiarizes. students with 
changing technology and vital programs. 
Without access to laptops, computer labs, 
microscopes, GPS devices and other vital 
educational equipment, students will have 
limited learning potential at Western. 

While state law mandates that student 
fees of this nature must be voted on by the 
students, not all students" vote in the AS 
elections. If students simply vote against 
a fee increase much the same way citizens 
oppose vital tax increases, then the uni
versity and all current and future students 

• will be severely affected. 
In the long run, students cannot af

ford to vote against increasing the student 
technology fee. 

The Editorial Board is comprised of 
the Editor-in-Chief Jeff Twining, Manag
ing Editor Gabrielle Nomura and Opinion 
Editor Danielle Koagel. 

New bill focuses on talent instead of funding 
Cody Flynn 

Guest Columnist 

Don't read this.article if you think it's 
ok that last November—in the midst of an 
economic meltdown—we spent almost $5 
billion on election campaigns. Or if you 
think it's fine that more than 90 percent of 
the races for Congress were won by the 
candidate who spent the most money. 

If, like me, you think lobbyists and 
big donors shouldn't be replacing ordi
nary citizens in policy making, big money 
shouldn't stifle your voice in politics and 
huge campaign contributions have cre
ated shameful pay-to-play political scan
dals and undermined the ideals of Ameri
can democracy, then read on! 

There's hope.In six states, this dis
gusting situation has been changed by a 
new way to finance campaigns. 

In these states, both Republican and-
Democratic candidates can mount com
petitive campaigns without raising big 
bucks and without spending most of their 
time dialing for dollars. 

When elected, they don't owe tax 
breaks and paybacks to big contributors. 
Instead they can run for office even if they 

are not wealthy or connected to rich spe
cial interests, they can spend their time 
talking with voters and they don't owe 
anything to anyone but their constituents. 

Washington state passed a bill' a few 
years back that allows local municipali
ties, such as Bellingham, to enact public 
financing programs for local elected of
ficials via a popular referendum. 

This means one day qualified and 
passionate young/Western students may 
be able to realistically run for office if 
programs like this are enacted. 

Now,, we have a chance to get the 
same kind of option for Congressional 
candidates as well. 

Anew bill with broad .bipartisan sup
port, the Fair Elections Now Act, would 
allow Congressional candidates to spend 
their time focusing on the difficult issues 
that confront our nation. 

The act would free politicians from 
the pressures of fundraising, and from 
the question that members of Congress 
now have to ask themselves every day: 
How much time do I spend working to 
get the country back on track, and how 
much time do I spend fundraising for the 
thousands of dollars I need for my next 
campaign? 

Or perhaps, legislators, national and 

local, could begin working on issues such 
as financial aid, reasonable tuition and 
other things important to students but rel
egated to inaction because fund raising is 
more important. 

The Fair Elections Now Act would 
give congressional candidates the option 
to run for office without relying on big' 
money and lobbyist donors. 

Instead', qualified candidates could 
fund their campaigns with a blend of 
small individual contributions and a set 
amount of public financing. 

It would allow everyone with great 
ideas and a passion for service to run for 
office—even if they were not wealthy or 
connected to big special interests. 

So what can you do? If you've read 
this far and are as excited as I am about 
changing our pay-to-play political sys
tem, you can write or call your mem
bers of Congress and tell them that they 
should support fair elections. Even better, 
you can join me and Western's Democ
racy Matters chapter to get big money out 
of politics and people back in. It's our de
mocracy. Now we haye to take it back! 

Cody Flynn is a Western junior and 
the Democracy Matters Western Campus 
Coordinator. 

Viking Voices 
Opinions from around campus 

What's the best April 
Fools prank you've 

played or had played 
on you? 

Compiled by: Hailey Tucker 

Mark Hayden 
Senior 

"I tried to convince my 
roommates we had to — 

re-register for classes be
cause of a mass computer 
error. No one believed me 

though." 

Hillary Bean 
Junior 

"The traditional Saran wrap 

around the water spigot." 

Gavin Gladsgio 
• Freshman 

"A tried to take all the 
shower curtains out of 

Delta." 

Chris Mitchell 
Junior 

"My girlfriend gave me 
frosting around a sponge 
that looked like a cake." 

Letter to the Editor: 
Students should support Bellingham Food Bank 

Hunger in Bellingham is growing. 
Bellingham needs to strengthen -its 

food resources for the hungry. In 2008, 
96,000 people visited the Bellingham 
Food Bank - a 25 percent increase from 
2007. The Bellingham Food Bank sees 
more than 8,000 people per month and 
15-20 percent of Whatcom County resi
dents visited the food bank at least once. 

People in our community depend on 
the food bank now more than ever. With 
a failing economy more people are losing 
their jobs, and as a result are losing money, 
which used to provide food for people and 
their famlies. Because most people have 
less money for food money, they have to 
rely on food banks. 

National Public Radio stated there 
is an 8 percent unemployment rate in 
Washington. The Bellingham Food Bank 
supports 12 other local food banks and 
is stepping up in order to solve problems 
of .hunger. The solution to this growing 
problem of hunger comes from the gener
ous Bellingham community and students 
at Western. It is our responsibility to do
nate and fund raise for the food bank in or
der to keep the organization going strong. 

We need to provoke change by giving 
change to support our local Bellingham 
Food Bank. 

BrieHelmuth 
Western sophmore 
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Graham not 
throw in the towel 

Western senior guard Ira Graham joins former Vikings on 
minor-league basketball team, Bellingham Slam. 

Ben Corey 
TI^EWf STERN FRONT 

Basketball means different things to different people. 
It can be recreation and exercise for some or friendly com
petition for others. But for Western senior Ira Graham and 
his new teammates on the Bellingham Slam, it is a career. 

Graham, 22, joins a long list of former Vikings on the 
Slam, including Western senior Calin Schell who like Gra
ham, saw his Western career end by a defeat from Seattle 
Pacific University on March 13. 

As the 2008-09 Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
(GNAC) player of the year, Graham finished his Western 
career ranking 7th in the team's,history for total points 
scored, 1,465, and became the first : • 
Western basketball player to record 
two 500 point seasons. This past 
season, Graham led the Vikings to 
a 21-6 record overall and their first 
GNAC title. . • 

Brad Jackson, Viking head 
coach, said Graham made a definite 
impact on the team's performance 
last season. 

"I think [Graham] had a huge 
influence.' Graham is a guy who was in our program 
throughout his college career and kept getting better and 
better," Jackson said. "[Graham] was the MVP of. our 
league and was selected to play in the NCAA Division II 
All Star game, which is the top 20 players in the country. 
He did very well in that." 

Graham said he was happy with his and his team's per
formance in the All-Star game, which took place March 27 
in Springfield, Mass., but said the experience overall was 

[Graham] is a guy who was 
in our program throughout his 
college career and kept getting 
better and better. 

- Brad Jackson, Western men's 
basketball head coach 

more important. 
"The game went well, but the highlight 

for me was getting to hang out with some of 
the best ball players in the country," Graham 
said. 

Both Jackson and Rob Ridnour, the 
coach of the Bellingham Slam, describe 
Graham as someone who can play well all 
over the court. 

"He's a slasher," Ridnour said. "He can hit the three 
pointer." "He's a good ball player all around." 

Beyond being someone who could score, Graham had 
matured over the years into someone who could be counted 
on when the team needed him, Jackson said. * 
— — — — — "He was a great scorer, he scored 

very well in high school and did a 
great job scoring here, but I think he 
also developed the ability to score 
when he was needed," Jackson said. 
"He could make big plays.'' "He 
could make pressure free-throws and 
he embraced that role, which some 
guys do and some guys don't." 

Western senior guard Morris An-
"" ! 1_*" derson- described Graham as a great 
sport who loved to win. Anderson also commented on Gra
ham's ability to score and said that Graham has his own 
style, one Anderson said he couldn't compare to any other 
player. . 

Graham said he grew up watching basketball players 
such as Magic Johnson and Kobe Bryant, who he described 
as two of the greatest players of all time. However, Graham 
attributes his 'own style to his coaches and team members 
at Western. 

Photo by Alex Roberts THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western senior Ira Graham drives to the basket in his final game as a Viking 
against Seattle Racific University. Graham had a game-high of 29 points. 

"I definitely think the coaches have helped my game 
and helped develop me as a player," Graham said. "I owe a 
lot to my experience at Western." 

Graham has his eye on the future and said he is excited 
about playing for the Slam because he would be able to 
advance his career with the 2008 International Basketball 
League champions, while he continues to play with some 
of his teammates from Western. 

"Who doesn't want to play in the NBA?" Graham 
said. "It's always been a dream of mine. I just want to work 
as hard as I can, and if I'm fortunate enough to get some 
breaks and make it happen, then I would love that." 

The Slam had a high attendance rate last year when the 
team won the International Basketball League Champion
ship. People who got a taste of it last year will continue to 
come to games this year, Ridnour said. It is a good oppor
tunity to see players who have graduated from Western in 
a new arena, he said. 

"People who have watched Ira play at Western should 
be excited to see him play again," Ridnour said. "Those 
people know how impressively he plays the game." 

' Graham plans to help the Slam toward another win
ning season. Last year the Slam was No. 1 in their league, 
winning 19 of their 23 games. 

The Slam take on the Seattle Mountaineers in their 
season opener at 7 p.m. tonight at the Whatcom Pavilion. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 
•Clean 'Quality -Close to WWU 

2, 3,4 & 5 bedrooms 

View homes at www.ebenalrents.com 

• 2 Bdrm 
•3 Bdrm 

.-.•• 4 Bdrm 
• 5 bdrm 

Call: 

Bonnie - 360.319.3691 • David - 360.319.0898 

• I 
mVmaz 

Wanna change your look? Then here's your chance! 

At Plato's Closet, we buy and sell brand name gently 

used teen and twenty something clothing for guys 

and girls. That means you can afford to 

rock abercrombie'& fitch, american 

eagle, hollister and your 

other faves all year 

long for less than half 

the price of new. Change. 

is good, so . 

fmnae 
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Unexpected season-
Vikings lose heartbreaker 

Dan Balmer 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

A storybook season for the Western, 
men's basketball team came to a surreal 
close at the hands of conference rival Se
attle Pacific University (SPU) losing 82-77 
in the opening-round of the West Region 
playoffs at Carver Gym March 13. 

•- After winning their first outright Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) 
championship the Vikings^ ranked No. 23 
in the final National Collegiate Athletic • 
Association (NCAA) II Top 25 poll, host
ed a NCAA Division II West sub-regional 
tournament round. 

Unfortunately, they had to face SPU 
who had given the Vikings trouble all sea
son. 

Western trailed most of the game and ' 
did not take their first lead until the second 
half. 

"We came in thinking it was going to 
be a pretty easy victory," Western senior 
forward David Brittinen said. "We didn't 
play well in the last two meetings, and it 
was another oiie of those nights.". 

Western lost three home games, all 
season, including playoffs, and two of the 
losses were at the hands of the Falcons. 

Western was the second seed in the 
West Region tournament, and finished the 
season with a 21-6 record. 

Western was unable to regain the last 
lead they held with six minutes to play 
when senior forward Steve Alford sank 
a 3-pointer to give the Vikings a 67-64 
lead. 

Falcon senior forward Casey Reed re
sponded with a 3-pointer, and then Falcon 
sophomore guard Jeff Downs rattled off 
five straight points to take the lead. 

The Vikings looked to tie the game, 
but a cross-court pass by Alford was stolen ~ 
by Downs, and SPU junior gaurd Brandon 
Larrieu scored on the ensuing fast-break. 

When the buzzer sounded, Seattle Pa
cific players jumped in celebration while 
Western fans were silenced, looking on in 
disbelief. 

"We never were able to put a run to
gether," Coach Brad Jackson said. "[SPU] 
did a great job scoring inside. They hit 
some big shots tonight." 

^ y / O 
product line, manicures, 

pedicures, Asian hot foot 
massages, niicmderrnabrasion . 

facials & other personal care 
services. 

132^ l | th St, €-3 , Belimgham, WA 
•;,''.<: vj|raempperso#lcafe@yahoacom \ 

FREE Diagnostics! 
1 0 0 1 larrabee Ave. 

360-202-5560 
www.Doa-On-fire.com 

Western senior gaurd Morris Anderson went 
team with a win. Anderson scored six points. 

Larrieu led the Falcons with 24 points 
and junior center Rafael Moreira added 
14. The Falcons capitalized on 48 points 
in the paint to Western's 32. 

"[SPU] played a good; game. You 
can't take credit away from those guys; 
they hit big shots," Qraham said.* 

In the final seconds, Graham pulled 
his jersey over his face and fought back 
disappointment following . such a close 
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in for the layup in an attempt to assist his 

loss at home. • 
"I thought I played well but it wasn't 

good enough," Graham said. "I scored 
29, but I should have had 35. That's my 
motto." 

The 'Carver Crazies' were on their 
, feet the entire game, jumping up and 

Tobaccos • Cigaretjm 
Cigars • Rolling Tommo 
Pipe Tobacco* HoflmtjflM 
Mon-Sat: 10:30-8 S L H S I 
WWW.FAIRHAVENSM0KES.COM 

647-2379 
Bellim»ham Famih Health Clinic 

Law -If. ess />• th-tillln-tirc )<>it \ccd 

see MEN'S page 15 

Mini Self Storage • Mew Heated Units 

www.fa i rhavenst.orage.com 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
733-5553 

2715 Mill Avenue Fairhaven 

"Famous for Fan" 

10 Beers on Tap • Pool, Darts & 
Pull tab& • Birrgers, 

Sandwiches ,and rhore! 

One of the oldest 
Taverns in Bel l ingham 

307 W Holly St. • 733-$685 

For Appointment Call: 360-756-9793 

Employment, Rentals, 
Services 

Western Front Classifieds 
wwu.westemfront@gmaii.com 

650-3160 

ttMMHISlilMHilMSiMHJil 
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ng men swing ce 
Two days and 54 holes later, the men's golf team makes a name for themselves in Arizona 

Kendall Mercer 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

The Western men's golf team finished 
fifth out of 20 teams at the 24th annual 
Grand Canyon University Men's Golf 
Thunderbird Invitational at the Palm Val
ley Golf Course on March 30-31 in Good
year, Ariz. 

The Vikings played 54 holes total 
during the two-day event and ended with 
a total of 9-under-par 855 to tie for fifth 
place along with the host team, Grand 
Canyon University. 

"I think we finally saw what this team 
is capable of doing," said Steve Card, as
sociate athletic director and head coach. 
"I think the chemistry was good and they_ 
got back into a little bit of a groove that 
they've become accustomed to over the 
past year and a half." 

Leading the team was Western senior 
Jake Koppenberg, who ended up in a three-
way tie for sixth place in medalist play, 
when ranking is determined based upon 
the number of strokes a player makes. 

He shot even par 72 and finished the 
tournament at 8-under-par 208 to clinch 
his fourth top 10 ranking in the last five 
tournaments. 

"I Was familiar with the course from 
last year* and I just felt comfortable with 
the layout," Koppenberg said. "I've been 
playing pretty good golf, the [Palm Valley] 
golf course just sets up for my game." 

Koppenberg's teammates were also 
.ecstatic about his success at the invita
tional; Y 

Koppenberg's efforts helped Western 
move from sixth place on Monday to fifth 
place on Tuesday, 

. Western senior Brandon Brown said 
Koppenberg's role in helping the team to 
secure a fifth place ranking at the invi
tational was a very big highlight for the 
team. Brown tied for 57th place at 223 
strokes. 

Also placing in medalist play were 
sophomore Thomas Jun, who tied for 
11th with 210 strokes; junior Julian Pe-

"ters, who tied for 39th at 219 strokes; and 
freshman Jake Webb, who finished 62nd 

at 224 strokes. 
One of the major focus areas for the 

team over the next two weeks is to im
prove their short game play, Card said. 

"I thinkthe team needs to improve on 
making a few more putts.per round and 
putting better," Brown said. "Also [the 
team needs to work oh],their short game 
areas like sand-bunker play." 

Western's next tournament is the 36th 
annual Hanny Stanislaus Invitational host
ed by California State University, Stanis
laus on April 13 and 14 atthe Turlock Golf 
& Country Club in Turlock, Calif. 

Developing a better short game will 
be beneficial,,especially considering the 
layout of the course at the Turlock Golf & 
Country Club, where the next invitational 
is going to be held, Card said.. 

"The golf course that we're playing 
at in Stanislaus has pretty small greens, so 
with small targets you're not going to hit a 
lot of greens," Card said. "It's really going 
to put a lot'of emphasis on chipping and 
putting. The short game will be important 
going into this next event." 

Photo courtesy of B. Keith Baker 

Jake Koppenberg shot even par to help 
place his team fifth in the invitational. 

MEN'S: Winning season comes to a close in first-round playoff game 
from 14 •,,... .._..... 

down and cheering loudly. More than 2,200 boisterous 
fans packed and provided an intense playoff atmosphere in 
Carver Gym. 

"We had great support here at Western. I love our fans 
and I'm going to miss playing in front of them," Graham 
said. "It hurts to, go but like this. We gave them a great 
game, and I hope [the fans] go home and are'not disap
pointed with the way we played." 

Jackson also acknowledged how supportive the fans 

were as the season progressed. ,; V -
"In the second half of the year our̂ .'students- really got 

into the games, they were awesome," Jackson said. "I hope 
there is a carry over and that [Western fans] realize this is a 
pretty good level of basketball." 

Western came out hard in the second half and quickly 
took their first lead of the game on a layup from Western 
senior forward Calin Schell. Western took their largest 
lead,.40-35, in the second half. < 

"The four seniors have been great," Jackson said. "It's 
always really tough when the seniors play their last game 

because there is so much invested. It's a huge commitment 
and the contributions of all four were really significant." 

It was a heartbreaking loss for Graham, Western's 
leading scorer with 29 points, who played his last game at 
Carver Gym. 

Graham's 29 points gave him 1,465 total for his career, 
seventh-best in school history. Graham's career highlight 
was winning the GNAC title earlier this year. 

"It sucks to go out with a loss in the playoffs after 
winning a title you want to keep the good times rolling," 
he said. 

want to sell it? 

FREE ONLINE 
BULLETIN B O A R D 

westernfrontonline.net 
No employment, auto, or property ads accepted on free 

I bulletin board (normal classified rales apply). 
[• Please review rules @ westernfrontonline.net, go to 

"classifieds" :• .---. 

WANTED 

$4500-LOOKING for young 
women who are interested in 
helping infertile couples achieve 
their dream of having a family. 
Short & flexible time commit
ment. Please visit 
www.eggdonorselect.com for 
more information. 

HELP W A N T E D 

WORK STUDY-WEB 
DEVELOPER 4. Develop, main
tain, & innovate the websites 
for the Financial Aid Dept. Must 
have skills in web development, 
experience in Unix/Linux envi
ronment, understand database-
theory, & be work study eligible. 
Preferred Experience: CSS, 
MySQL, PHR & PostgreSQL 

Please bring coyer letter/resume 
to Old Main 240 F. 

SUMMER JOB! Make $6K-$9K 
this summer exterior painting 
in Seattle/Metro Area. Reqs: 
Reliable Vehicle, no fear of 
heights, clean/neat appearance, 
FT, no exp. nee. Will train. $11/hr 
plus bonuses. We are not affili
ated with any college painting 
companies. Call Deadline: April 
15th. 360-650-5505. 
www.summerpainting.com 

S E R V I C E S 

TRAVEL: EXCELLENT 
International Airfare, Insurance, &" 
Student or Faculty ID cards. 
Ken 738-9241. 

it pays 
to advertise in the 
Western Front 

••re 
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10 CITIES, 1 LOW FARE FROM BELLINCHAM 

Fare shown is one way 
based on 7-day advance 

purchase for travel 
April 3-May 31, 2009 on 

Horizon Air and Alaska 
Airlines, when tickets are • 

purchased by April 10. 
A ticket purchased at a 

Horizor\ Air/Alaska Airlines 
ticket counter or call 

center will cost $ 15 more 
per person than the' 

advertised fare. See below 
for the travel requirements, 

other restrictions and the 
fees and taxes that are not 

included in this fare. 

Las Vegas 
Long Beach 
Los Angeles 
Oakland 
Palm Springs 
Phoenix 
Reno 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San jose 

Horizon Air and Alaska Airlines have'great low fare to get you going. 
Enjoy our frequent daily flights to Seattle and connect to your 

favorite destinations in Arizona, California, and Nevada. 

Easy and affordable Alaska Airlines Vacations packages. 

LASVECAS/™$174* 
2 N I G H T S / C I R C U S C I R C U S LAS V E G A S 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA >J234* 
2 NIGHTS / CLARION HOTEL ANAHEIM 

Book online at horizonair.com and earn 1,500 Mileage Plan™ Bonus Miles per person, 
or call Alaska Airlines Vacations at 800.468.2248 

Package price is per person based on adult double occupancy and 
includes round-trip airfare- and two nights hotel accommodations. See below for details. 

Make your travel plans today 
at horizonair.com, where you'll 
always find our lowest fares and 
never pay an online booking fee. 

WB8BDgB)lKUSBB0B& 
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horizonair.com 

800.547.9308 
(TTY 800J682.2221) 

alaskaair.com 

800.252.7522 
(TTY 800.682.2221) 

f o ' S A second bag S ? c h e c k e d for $25. A fee of $t00 will be assessed for each additional checked bag. Additional fees apply to overweight or oversized checked baggage. Complete fare rules awriabte at hor.zona.rxom. 


