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Vehicle Research Institute to display Viking 30 
By Maureen McGraw 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western's Vehicle Research 
Institute will display the Viking 
30, its most recent experimental 
hybrid car, at the American Le 
Mans Series in Portland, Ore. 

"It's the most work-intensive, 
most ambitious car we've ever 
built," VRI founder Michael 
Seal said. 

The American Le Mans Series 
is the North American version 
of the 24 hour race in Le Mans, 

France, which dates back to 
1923. The event is three days 
long with the Grand Prix of 
Portland race on the third day. 

Jason Nelson, a recent 
Western graduate, said the trip 
is important to him because he 
is looking for a job, and compa
nies have a lot of recruiters at 
events like the Le Mans Series. 

Working in the VRI is a "real 
world experience," Nelson said. 

Going to Portland is good 
experience and gathers publici
ty for the VRI and its workers. 

The VRI team has been work
ing on the Viking 30 for about 
two years, Seal said. 

The Viking 30 has "extensive 
use of carbon fiber," he said. The 
transmission is also made out of 
carbon fiber to keep the weight 
of the car down. Transmissions 
have traditionally been made 
from iron, or more recently, 
from aluminum, Seal said. 

The jet black viking 30 is nine 
feet long, four feet high, and 
weighs 429 pounds. 

Co-captains Nelson and Ja i 
Prasad and club members Ben 

Erickson, Graham Fothering-
ham, Rob Goivenale, Richard 
Lawton, Chris Small and Mike 
Zaccardo will be displaying the 
Viking 30 August 3-5 in 
Portland, Ore. at the Portland 
International Raceway. 

The VRI members will be dis
playing the Viking 30 in the 
paddock area of the raceway. A 
booth will be set up in front of 
the car for participants to get 
information about Western's 
one-of-a-kind vehicle, said 
Western junior Chris Small. 

High schoolers flock to Western for Business Week 
High school 
students 
from across 
Washington ' 
came to 
Western to 
attend 
Business 
Week, a sem
inar for busi
ness-minded 
high school 
students that 
continues 
through 
Saturday. 
Seminar 
attendees are 
residing in 
the Edens 
North and 
Mathes Hall 
residences. 
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Insurance plans 
may be required 
to cover most 
contraceptives 

By Jessica Sparks 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Western 's Student Heal th 
Center will not be changing its 
b i r th control prices if the 
Washington Sta te Insurance 
Commissioner 's proposal to 
require all insurance plans to 
cover prescription contraception 
is approved. 

"We're glad more women will 
have the option to get contracep
tion," said Emily Gibson, Student 
Health Center medical director. 

Students who don't want to 
have their birth control paid by 
insurance will still be able to pur
chase pills for $12 per cycle, 

See HEALTH, Page 3 

Dorm to be built by 2005 

Taber Streur/ The Western Front 
Ridgeway Gamma stands above the area where 
the new dorm will be built. Site drainage of the 
wetland has begun, and a new pump house that 
will feed the new dorm and other Ridgeway 
dorms is soon to be constructed. 

By Taber Streur 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

Rumors that Western will be receiving a 
new dorm are true. 

By 2005, Western should have a new 
dorm located below Ridgeway Gamma. 

The dorm will accommodate the 
increase in freshmen .admittances to 
Western. 

"We will need another couple hundred 
sets of beds by 2005," Hart said. "We 
obtained building and wetland permits in 
February." 

Construction of a new dorm was post
poned from previous plans for construc
tion in 1995. 

"We resurrected (the idea) two years 
ago, but it has since been abandoned 
because the design would be 12 years old 
by time of completion," Hart said. 

There are plans underway to hire a new 
architect to design the new dorm, he said. 

Hart said last year Western had a prob-

See DORM, Page 3 

Editor, student 
Scott A. Keys 
dead at age 24 

By Levi Pulkkinen 
THE WESTERN FRONT . 

On July 24 the Western com
munity lost one of its finest. 

Scott Alexander Keys, a 24-
year-old Western senior, died of a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound 
early Tuesday afternoon, leaving 
behind his mother, Elizabeth M. 
Moya, his sister, Dee Dee Keys, as 
well as innumerable family and 
friends in Bellingham and 
Bremerton, Wash., his home 
town. 

Services for 
Keys took place 
Monday at Lewis 
Funeral Chapel 
in Bremerton, 
where his friends 
and family came 
together to 
remember the 
young man's life Scott Keys 
and grieve at his 
passing. Photographs from Keys' 
youth were displayed for mourn
ers, many if not all of whom were 
shocked at his untimely passing 
and missing the man dearly. 

"(Keys' death) was so crazy 
because we talked about every
thing," said James Neal, Western 
alumnus. "He was such an 
upbeat guy." 

Keys was a manager at Costco 
Wholesale in Bellingham and the 
accent/features section editor for 
The Western Front. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Boxing beauty goes 
for the glove 

Western Alum prepares for 
her shot at the Golden 
Glove in August . 

See story, Page 8. 

The 'Rainbow Maker' 
shines in Blaine 

Fred Stern showed off his 
rainbow 
making skills 
July 20 at the 
International 
Ar t Festival 
at Peace Arch 
Park. 

See story, Page 5. 

F o r n e w s t ips , call (360) 650-3162 or e-mail t h e Wes t e rn F r o n t a t wfront@cc.wwu.edu This i ssue is ded i ca t ed in m e m o r y of Scot t Keys 
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Protesters search for answers to July shooting 
COPS BOX 
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By Matt Bucher and 
Margo Horner 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

More than 30 protesters stood 
outside the Whatcom County 
Courthouse Friday seeking 
answers to the July 7 shooting 
death of Lummi Tribal member 
Ben Hillaire, 55, by Whatcom 
County Sheriff's Deputy Rod 
Cadman. 

The protesters asked for an 
independent investigation into 
the death of Hillaire after 
Whatcom County Prosecutor 
Dave McEachran found that the 
shooting was a justifiable homi
cide. 

"This has been a violation to 
my family and I have a lot of 
questions," Lummi Tribal mem
ber Cindy Home said. "So far 
we're not satisfied with the 
answers we've been given." 

Cadman shot Hillaire five 
times while at his home in 
response to a 911 hang-up call. 

When a 911 operator called 
back, there was no answer at the 
Hillaire home. 

Cadman was dispatched to 
the residence to do a welfare 
check on the occupants. Upon 
his arrival, he discovered the 
family had been involved in a 
domestic dispute. HiUaire's girl
friend Mira Valencia told 
Cadman that Hillaire had 
injured her. 

After a struggle by both men, 
bullets were fired. 

Medics arrived and Hillaire 
was pronounced dead from gun 
shot wounds to the heart, liver 
and lungs. 

Family and friends outside 
the courthouse said Hillaire was 
a highly respected Lummi elder 
and talented wood carver. They 
said that although Hillaire had 
a deep, imposing voice he wasn't 
a violent man and this tragedy 
could have been avoided. 

"(The sheriff's deputies) might 
have been afraid for their lives 

Brendan Manning/ The Western Front 
Debra Covington Paul, Frank Pickernell and Iva Smith drum outside the Whatcom County 
Courthouse last Monday, protesting the shooting death of a Lummi Tribal member. 

but for the wrong reasons," 
Lummi Tribal member Winona 
Casimir—Boxberger said. "He 
was a big man, a big native man. 
I think they were afraid because 
of quiet personal prejudices." 

The investigation by 
McEachran and the sheriff's 
office paints a different picture. 

"The circumstances surround
ing the death of Hillaire certain
ly illustrate the danger that 
domestic violence presents to 
the participants of that violence 
as well as the officers that 
respond to protect the victims of 
these crimes," McEachran said. 
"Hillaire had a history of domes
tic violence and was receiving 
anger control counseling prior to 
this incident." 

A toxicology report also 

showed that Hillaire had a blood 
alcohol content level of .17 per
cent. 

According to the sheriff's 
office, officers are trained to 
shoot in the center of the body to 
be sure the suspect is stopped. 

"We need to change the poli
cy," activist Flip Breskin said. 
"Police need to be trained to 
shoot to disable, not to kill." 

The sheriff's office will review 
the case to see if any policy 
changes need to be made or if 
training should be altered 
according to a press release. 

Because there is a history of 
racism against the Lummi, it is 
easy to shift blame to the police 
Breskin said, but the sheriff's 
office has denied that race was a 
factor in the shooting. 

As the protest was winding 
down, Arlene Hillaire Traus 
quietly called for the attention 
of the crowd, once receiving it 
she rhythmically pounded on 
her drum and chanted the song 
of Laughing Crow in honor of 
her slain cousin. 

"(Hillaire) was respected in 
the community," Traus said. 
"He would emcee many tribal 
events. He was also a gifted 
wood carver and was carrying 
on the family tradition. The 
(Totem) pole in front of the 
sheriff's office is by a Hillaire." 

"We feel that if we were not 
Native Americans this would 
not have to be a process," Traus 
said. 

The Western Front Online 

mpowennq a new 
svnerqi 

mmmmmm 

www.westernfrontonline.com 

The ̂ ffestern Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; once 

a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Washington 

University, CH 110, Bellingham, WA 98225-9100. The Western Front is 

the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 

Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions, and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertising. 

News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are enrolled 

in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled at 

Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in 

College Hall 07, or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entitled to a single free 

copy of each issue of The Western Front. 

W W U Official Announcements 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Thursday for inclusion in the next Tuesday issue. 
Announcements should be limited to 50 words. Announcements may be submitted by e-mail to 

pubs@cc.wwu.edu. The subject line should contain a brief topic title and clearly state that the item is for 
official announcements. Items sent by e-mail should be sent separately from submissions to FAST. 
Announcements that are typewritten or legibly printed also may be sent through campus mail to 

"Official Announcements," MS-9117, sent via fax to X/7287, or brought in person to Commissary 113A. 
DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT OFFICES. Phoned announce

ments will not be accepted. All announcements should be signed by originator. 

PLEASE POST 

THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST will be offered in OM120 at at 3 p.m. Mondays on Aug. 6,13 
and 20 and at 9 a.m. Thursday on Aug. 2. During the break between summer and fall quar
ters, it is offered at 9 a.m. Thursdays on Sept. 6, 13 and 20. Registration is not required. 
Students must bring photo identification, student number, Social Security number and a No. 
2 pencil. A $10 fee is payable in the exact amount at time of testing. Allow 90 minutes. 
Sample problems may be found at www.washington.edu/oea/aptp.htm. 

THE MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT) will be given at 2 p.m. Aug. 21 and Sept. 21 in OM 
120. Registration is required in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $35 fee is payable at test time. 
Registration is limited to 16 students. Allow 1-1/2 hours. 

WINTER QUARTER DEGREE APPLICANTS must have a degree application on file in the 
registrar's office, OM 230, by Aug. 24. Applications are available in OM 230. 
INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONAL TESTING is available at the Testing Center, OM 120. 

KEEP YOUR WESTERN CARD. Students, faculty and staff are reminded to keep their Western 
Card for the duration they are affiliated with the University. Once registered for fall quarter, 
students can go to the Card Office, EH 108, to receive a validation stamp for the 2001 -2002 
school year. 

INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONAL TESTING is available at the Testing Center, OM 
120. 

THE WELCOME BACK EDITION OF THE WESTERN FRONT will publish Sept. 25. The dead
line for advertising is Aug. 27. Don't miss your chance to reach new and returning students 
with news about your programs. For more information, call Joel Hall at X/6763. 
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Commission meets to 
eliminate discrimination 

By Sonja Rose 
T H E WESTERN FRONT 

The Washington State Human 
Rights Commission had its 
annual meeting Thursday in 
Bellingham at the Best Western 
Lakeway Inn and Conference 
Center to discuss current issues 
and to hear community mem
bers voice their concerns. 

The commission serves the 
people of Washington to help 
eliminate and prevent discrimi
nation. It enforces state laws 
pertaining to human rights, and 
its goal is to see that public 
interest is served and that all 
people are treated fairly. 

'It's all about human 
beings and how can we 
react as a facilitator for 
change.' 

Rudy Vasque 
Washington state Human Rights 

Commission chairman 

"It's all about human beings 
and how can we act as a facilita
tor for change," commission 
chairman Rudy Vasque said. 

The commission travels year-
round to all areas of Washington 
hearing from local community 
members and organizations 
about discrimination problems. 
It acts as a tool to help better 
each community and increase 
understanding about diversity. 

Representatives from the 
Whatcom County Human 
Rights Task Force and the 
Ferndale Diversity Coalition as 
well as the Bellingham Police 
Chief Randy Carroll were 
among the attendants. 

Opening statements focused 
on the activities and complaints 
the commission has received in 
Whatcom and Skagit counties. 

From July 1999 to June 2000 
it has received 35 complaints of 
discrimination in Whatcom 
County and eight in Skagit. 
Updates for the 2000-2001 year 

showed 39 total complaints, 22 
of them in Whatcom County. 

The top three areas of com
plaints involving discrimination 
are in employment, housing and 
public accommodation. The com
mission investigates complaints 
and gathers facts about the situ
ation and then determines if 
there is cause to believe discrim
ination occurred. 

Joe Deeny, a member of the 
WHRTF spoke on behalf of the 
organization about its activities 
over the past year. 

Deeny reported a rise in com
plaints from people of color 
being harassed or followed 
around in the Bellis Fair Mall 
by security and employees of 
certain stores. 

He also spoke of increased dis
crimination complaints regard
ing disability issues of both 
physical and mental types. 

"We are trying to build a new 
culture that celebrates human 
dignity and embraces it and all 
of its manifestations," said 
Vernon Johnson, task force 
member and Western political 
science professor. 

Julie Mauerman of the 
Ferndale Diversity Coalition 
spoke to the commission about 
problems of discrimination and 
harassment in the Ferndale 
school district. The lesbian stu
dent who was named prom king 
was the main topic of discussion. 
She talked about the community 
problems and tensions tha t 
resulted. 

Carroll informed the audience 
and the commission about the 
Expanded Outreach Program 
the depar tment has imple
mented in the Bell ingham 
communities. 

Officers are appointed to cer
tain areas, and officers get to 
know people and participate in 
community activities. The goal 
of the program is tha t each 
neighborhood has a direct offi
cer to go to with a problem or 
complaint. 

Dorm planned to accommodate increasing enrollment 

Summer Allergies 
Getting 
You Down? 
If you are one of the estimated 35 million 
Americans suffering from allergies, and presently experiencing 
symptoms of sneezing, nasal congestion, itchy nose, runny 
nose, and sleep disturbances related to your allergies, you may 
be eligible to participate in a research study to evaluate an inves
tigational medication for the treatment of seasonal allergic 
rhinits. 

Eligible participants will receive study medication & evaluations 
at no cost, and will be compensated for time and efforts. 

For more information about this and 
other studies with Dr. David Elkayam, please call 

Bellingham Asthma, Allergy & Immunology 
Clinical Research Center at 

(360) 733-5733 
or email 

kravilla@hinet.org 

Taber Streur/ The Western Front 
Wetland tags mark the area located below Ridgeway Gamma where the new dorm will be 
built. Plans are underway to hire an architect to design the new building. An older 
design was abandoned because it would have been 12 years old by the time of its 
completion in 2005. 

From DORM, Page 1 , 

lem with living situations in the 
dorms and had to create 163 
t r ip le -occupancy rooms. 
Wes te rn ' s U n i v e r s i t y 
Residence office coordinators 
hopes to fix these problems 
with the added rooms of the 
new dorm. 

Enrol lment for 2001-2002 
f reshmen is present ly 2,235, 
and 2,039 of those will be liv
ing on campus . 

Western senior Brad Hend-
r ickson, m u s t live in t h e 
dorms for Western football's 
preseason camp. 

"Living in the dorms is a 
great experience for incoming 
freshmen because you get to 

meet lots of new people, bu t 
i t is so much cheaper to live 
off campus , " Hendr i ckson 
said. 

'Living in the dorms is a 
great experience for incom
ing freshmen because you 
get to meet lot of new peo
ple, but it is so much 
cheaper to live off campus.' 

Brad Hendrickson 

Western senior 

Dorm life for the average 
f r e shman for 2001-2002 

school yea r will cost 
$5,353.69, including a dou
ble room and a gold meal 
p lan . 

Residence pays for itself 
with no added funds. 

"Its jus t like your house — 
you have a mortgage," H a r t 
said. 

Cons t ruc t ion will begin 
th is summer for si te dra inage 
of t he we t l and where t h e 
dorm will be built , and a new 
pump house for fire sprin
klers in the new dorms, and 
also to feed t h e o the r 
Ridgeway dorms. This will 
hold the site for future build
ing un t i l models are complete 
and construct ion can begin. 

Proposal requires full contraception coverage 
From HEALTH, Page 1 

Gibson said. 
The proposal by Washington s tate Insurance 

Commissioner Mike Kreidler requires all forms 
of contraception, including implants , oral, 
IUDS, injection, barrier methods and emer
gency contraception to be covered by all insur
ance plans. 

A public hearing is scheduled Aug. 21 in 
Olympia. The plan must provide expected finan
cial impact on small businesses. 

"I'm very pleased with (Kreidler's) position on 
this issue," said Linda McCarthy, Mount Baker 
Planned Parenthood assis tant director. 

Women pay 65 percent more out-of-pocket 
medical expenses for hea l th insurance , 
McCarthy said, adding tha t most of the cost is 
related to contraceptives. 

Gibson said this proposal is long overdue, 
adding tha t contraception is an essential par t of 
women's heal th care, and men's indirectly. 

The commissioner's proposal won't signifi
cantly effect Regence BlueShield because they 
have been working for a year now on a plan tha t 
covers forms of contraceptives including oral 
contraceptives, spokesman for Regence Chris 
Bruzzo said. The new coverage will cover injec
tions, barrier devices and diaphragms, as well 
as others. 

Bruzzo said Regence doesn't know at this t ime 
the impact the new costs will have, but they 
have evaluated the decision and the cost will be 
spread broadly across the board, Bruzzo said. 

Insurance companies should pay for contra
ceptives because it would help reduce unexpect
ed pregnancies, McCarthy said. 

^ ? S u m m e r Fun \ 
j'/'l;-Healthy Snacks / I rF resh Fruit 

'.("trDeli Sandwiches / '^Organic Veggies! 

j ; " ^ Organic Juices /'^v Aloe Vera Gel ( 

', ('%-Herbal Insect Repellent /^-Sunblock 

1220 N. Forest Street 
Open Everyday 
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START SPREADIN' THE ... 
Thousands of fans and bucket loads of rain welcomed the 
Sixth Annual Mount Baker Blues Festival Saturday in Deming 

By Sonja L. Cohen 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

A lot of rain welcomed the 
Sixth. Annual Mount Baker 
Blues Festival Saturday morn
ing at River's Edge Christmas 
Tree Farm in Deming. 

An eclectic group of people 
gathered for the event. Leather-
clad bikers mixed happily with 
teenagers in tie-dye. 

Last year more than 2,000 
people attended the festival and 
this year 2,500 were expected. 

Saturday's lineup included 
David MacVittie, Steel Blu, the 
Aaron Black Band, Taylor 
James, Incognito, Sista Monica 
and Legends of the Blues. 

Levon Helm and the 
Barnburners were scheduled to 
play, but cancelled at the last 
minute. 

This year's festival got off to a 
wet start. It rained constantly 
for the first two hours, some
times pouring, other times just 
drizzling. 

When the first performer, 
David MacVittie, s tarted at 
11:55 a.m., only about 20 people 
stood in front of the stage. 

A few others huddled beneath 
vendor canopies or trees circling 
the field. 

Former Western student 
Jennifer Mueller and her 
boyfriend Andy Magers were 
among the many vendors at the 
festival. 

For two years they have made 
and sold tie-dyed clothing at 

farmer's markets, concert and 
shows. This was the first year 
they made it to the Blues 
Festival. 

"Business has been bad so far, 
but I'm optimistic about the 
sun," Mueller said. 

Festival-goer Penny Rockwell, 
owner of Wicked Witch Tattoo in 
Birch Bay, has attended all six 
years of the festival. 

She said that though it was off 
to a slow start, traditionally the 
festival got busy later in the day. 

'What we want to do is 
show what the roots of 
blues are.' 

John Marshall 
Washington Blues Society 

"In fact, there are more people 
than I expected at this point, 
with or without the rain," 
Rockwell said. "It'll be wall-to-
wall people later, especially if it 
gets nicer." 

Last year she said tempera
tures ranged in the 90s and 
everyone suffered through the 
heat. 

Rockwell is a good friend of 
Steel Blu, Saturday's second 
performer. . 

Johnny Brewer, a guitarist for 
Steel Blu, lives in southern Lake 
Whatcom and grew up in 
Chicago. 

He said Steel Blu has been 
playing together for almost six 

years. The band has played at 
the first three years of the festi
val. 

"This is one of the most pro
fessionally organized venues 
and it's frustrating to see the 
weather kill it," Brewer said. 
"But it's early, and given the 
weather, I'm glad to see people 
still coming out." 

Jus t before 1 p.m., as Steel 
Blu was beginning its set, the 
clouds started to clear and the 
sun came out. There was 
applause from all around the 
field and the crowd grew quickly. 

The Mount Baker Blues 
Festival is the brainchild of 
Lawrence Walton and his family. 
Walton owns the River's Edge 
Christmas Tree Farm where the 
festival takes place each year. 

Originally, he said, the festi
val was a benefit for bald eagles, 
but then they were taken off of 
the endangered species list. 

The festival also serves as a 
family reunion for Walton. 
Every year, his family comes 
from all over the country to visit 
during the Blues Festival. 

"We emphasize a good family 
time both at Christmas and at 
the Blues Festival," Walton said. 
"This year, the festival has gone 
to two days instead of one. It 
makes for a better weekend 
event that way." 

John Marshall, chairman of 
the Education Committee for 
the Washington Blues Society 
had a booth teaching people of 
all ages how to put together a 
diddley-bo. 

The diddley-bo is a one-
stringed instrument that blues 
players used to learn on when 
they couldn't afford a guitar. 

"What we want to do is show 
what the roots of blues are," 
Marshall said. "One way to do 
that is to have a workshop of 
how to make a basic one-string 
guitar and how simple it is." 

The Washington Blues Society 
is about 10 years old. It has 
nominated the festival for "Best 
Blues Event" four years in a row. 

Photos by Gai l Hemmerich/ The Western Front 
One of the estimated 2,500 blues fans, above, watches 
Steel Blu at the 6th Annual Mount Baker Blues Festival 
Saturday at River's Edge Christmas Tree Farm in Deming. 
Steel Blu was the second act of the rain-soaked day. The 
sun eventually broke out of the rainfall in just before Steel i » 
Blu started the set. David MacVittie, below, kicks the blues 
with the first set of the festival. Only about 20 onlookers 
watched in front of the stage while others retreated to 
canopies and trees from the damp weather. Aubrey 
Kornelis, left, of Henna Tattooing shows off her tattoo 
made from hemp paint. Kornelis manned one of the many 
vendor booths at the blues festival. & 
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, By Cindy Vrieling 
| THE WESTERN FRONT 

A little girl named Mandy stood in 
the middle of the field at Peace Arch 

^ P a r k in Blaine wishing for the sun. 
^FShe squinted her eyes tight and 

clasped her hands and said, "I think I 
can do it." 

Fred Stern, the "Rainbow Maker," 
said he could do no magic without the 
sun, and Mandy wanted a rainbow. 

Mandy's wish was granted, and the 
i/m clouds gave way to the sun at the June 

20 afternoon rainbow making rehears
al. .'•• ••'; •:• •; ' 

Sterrij: who was performing at the 
International Art Festival, was able to 
make a beautiful rainbow. 

He was so touched by Mandy that 
*%he presented her with a special prize 

at the evening performance. 
"She empowered • ',..-;.V-

me," Stern said. "I 
was moved by it." 

Stern kicked off 
the fourth 

Ik International Art 
Festival, which took 
place Friday, July 
20 through Sunday, 
July 22 at Peace 

The festival unites artists from 
(^United States and Canada. 

Stern creates rainbows by pumping 
water through large fire hoses when 
the sun is setting. 

"There is nothing more true than 'a 
picture speaks a thousand words,'" 
Becky Neusar, a festival observer, 

%-sai'd. "Especially when you review one 
of Stern's magical rainbows." 

Stern said the rainbow is a bridge 
between the real and imaginary. 

He creates rainbows across both the 
land and water and encircles the 
crowd with double rainbows. 

^ On Friday night children were 
wrapped in large colorful costumes 
created by Evelyn Roth, an artist from 
Point Roberts. The children danced 
under the rainbows. 

It was an intense and incredible 
visual experience. 

£ Stern believes that if the earth had 
a flag it wouldn't be made out of cloth. 

"I believe the rainbow is the true 

7 believe the rainbow is the true 
flag of our planet? 

Fred Stern 
The 'Rainbow Maker' 

Fred Stern, the "Rainbow 
Park in Blaine June 20 as 

flag of our planet," he said. 
Stern has created rainbows for 

humanitarian purposes all over the 
world. 

He made one over the United 
Nation's Building 
that served as a 
flag that symbol
ized world peace 
and unity. 

"For Stern to 
accept our offer to 
come here is a 
real honor. It was 

really ispecial," said Christina 
Alexander, president of the United 
States/Canada Peace Anniversary 
Association and organizer of the festi
val. 

Alexander stressed the importance 
of bringing unity through this festi
val. 

A special photo exhibit, titled 
"Rainbows Around the world," was set 
up in honor of Stern's rainbows. 

The photos meant to exemplify the 
beauty and symbolism of rainbows. 

John Choulochas, one of Stern's 
assistants, pointed to the photo of a 
person standing in the misty shadows 
of a rainbow. 

The aquatic sculptures perpetuated 
the spirit of the Peace Arch between 
the borders. 

The art and performances are 
meant to bring people together and 
take down the imaginary walls sepa
rating the two countries. 

Bellingham's Harborview Lions 
Club sponsored the display. 

Photo courtesy of Jack Kintner 
Maker," fires his water hose, creating a colorful rainbow above Peace Arch 
part of the International Art Festival, which took place from June 20-22. 

The Lions Club International Peace 
Posters exhibit, created by children 
from ages 11-13 from all over the 
world, was on display. 

The exhibit highlighted the univer
sal concern of children to live in a 
peaceful world. 

The theme of this year's posters was 
"United in Peace." 

The 3,025 entries made for an 
inspiring colorful display. Delphin 
Tiberge, 11, from St. Barthelemy, 
France, was the grand-prize winner. 

He received a $2,500 savings bond 
and a trip to the Lions Day with 
United Nations for the big awards 
ceremony. 

Amelia Bethke, 13, of Bellingham, 

won second prize. 
"These children are thinking global 

peace," said Francine Kincaid, a rep
resentative of the Lions Club. "Isn't it 
incredible how detailed and percep
tive these children are?" 

She said these children come from 
different areas and speak different 
languages, but fehey have a common 
desire for global peace and unity. 

For events at Peace Arch Park go to 
www.peacearchpark.org. 

International Poster Peace Posters 
are available for viewing on: 
www.lionsclub.org. 

For more information on the 
"Rainbow Maker," visit 
www.zianet.com/rainbow. 

r* 
Photo courtesy of Jack Kintner Photo courtesy of Christina Alexander 
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Birth control coverage makes sense 
Babies are undeniably cute. Sure, the crying and diaper chang

ing is a downside to having a baby. When they smile, however, they 
can turn a bad day upright again. 

Some people, however, choose not to have a baby until they are 
ready for the responsibility of taking care of another life. They 
practice safe sex. The guy uses a condom and the woman uses birth 
control pills. 

According to Planned Parenthood; Web site, nearly half of all 
pregnancies in the United States are unintended. 

For years, however, insurance companies denied coverage for 
female contraceptives. Washington State Insurance Commissioner 
Mike Kreidler wants to change that. Kreidler proposed a regula
tion which would require all insurance companies that cover pre
scription drugs to cover prescription contraceptives. 

Birth control will help prevent unintended pregnancies. 
The proposed regulation is a step in the right direction to create 

insurance equality. 
According to an article from the publication University of 

Maryland Medicine, women spend about 68 percent more in out-of-
pocket expenses for health care than men. And contraceptives are 
estimated to be the biggest expense. A typical woman spends 
approximately $250 per year on birth control. 

Inequality in prescription coverage for women came to the fore
front when Viagra was introduced to the prescription market. 
Viagra is a drug which treats erectile dysfunction. Within two 
months on the market most insurance companies covered the drug. 

Insurance companies are willing to help people to have sex, but 
unwilling to help prevent consequences of such an act. 

The math is simple: It is cheaper for insurance to cover birth 
control than to cover a pregnancy. 

According to a study done by the University of Maryland 
Medicine, full coverage of female contraceptives would cost 
employers $17 per year. This is minute compared to the staggering 
costs of covering pregnancies. For every 1,000 female workers, 
pregnancy-related absences it would indirectly cost employers 
$542,000 annually . It would also cost employers an additional 
$14,000 to replace a workers that left their job because of preg
nancy. 

Besides indirect costs, insurance companies would also have to 
factor in repeated doctor visits, hospital stays and the cost of deliv
ery. 

The decision is easy. Contraceptives are cheaper than having a 
baby. 

Besides the cost, insurance should cover the contraceptives to 
control world population. Also, birth control has beneficial effects 
to women. Women on birth control will have a more consistent 
menstrual cycle which will alleviate cramps. 

Washington state lawmakers should pass this smart regulation 
which would commend women for taking action to prevent preg
nancy. 

The Frontline is the opinion of The Western Front editorial board: Heather Baker, 
Brendan Manning, Levi Pulkkinen, Laura Thoren and Brendan Shriane. 
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And we quote: 
He liked to like people, therefore 

people liked him. 
-Mark Twain 

J 

Current gun control laws are obsolete 
Jessica 
Sparks 

COMMENTARY 

In memory of our friend, Scott Keys 

A gunman entered a restau
rant and opened fire, killing 22 
people, including Texas State 
Rep. Suzanna Hupp's parents. 

During an interview for the 
news segment "Packing Heat" on 
ABC's "Downtown," it was 
reported that Hupp said she 
believes more lives might have 
been saved if someone had been 
carrying a concealed gun to 
shoot the gunman. 

Although that may be true, 
arming American citizens is not 
the solution. Arming people for 
the purpose of protection will 
only lead to more deaths. 

Maybe it's time for the coun
try to re-evaluate what the 
Second Amendment protects. 

According to the Second 
Amendment, "a well regulated 
Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right 
of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed." 
The amendment was ratified in 
1791. 

In 1791, our forefathers did not 
worry about their young going to 
school and shooting each other. In 
1791, they were not concerned 
with how many children and 
teenagers died each year in gun-
related accidents. Today, nearly 
500 die each year according to 
familyeducation.com. 

They were concerned with the 
the new state from foreign 
aggression,something that now 
longer threatens the United 

States. 
The Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights aren't set in stone. It 
changes as society changes. The 
Constitution once prohibited 
women from voting and allowed 
slavery. As society changed, 
women gained the right to vote 
and slavery was abolished. 

And now it's time for the 
Second Amendment to change 
it's no longer in tune with 
American society. 

The Second Amendment today 
is protecting a right of those peo
ple who shouldn't have access to 
firearms. 

What is so sacred about the 
right to bear arms, especially in a 
society where the chances of 
being shot at a public school are 
greater then from a foreign 
nation or the government? 

'The Second Amendment 
today is protecting a right 
for those who shouldn't 
have access to firearms.' 

A perfect example of the dan
gers in Hupp's solution was illus
trated through the action of a 
Texas cab driver Wayne 
Lambert. 

Lambert carried a concealed 
gun under the front seat of his 
cab. One night he picked up two 
young men, Lance Hughes and 
Kevin MacDonald, who Lambert 
said were drunk and on drugs. 

Lambert said the two men 
picked a fight with him. 
Lambert said his life was in dan
ger and that is why he shot 
Hughes who was lying on the 

ground face down in the back 
and MacDonald at point blank 
range in the chest. 

'...now it's time for the 
Second Amendment to 
change because it's no 

longer in tune with 
American society.' 

Later in the interview, it was 
revealed that Lambert had a 
prior record for choking someone 
and almost killing another cab 
driver. Despite his prior record, 
Lambert was able to get a 
license to carry a concealed 
weapon. 

Violence and murder are 
made easier when a weapon is 
present. 

Before MacDonald died, he told 
police that Lambert had started 
the fight with his friend, and the 
reason he got out of the cab was to 
break up the two men from fight
ing. No trace of drugs was found 
in either man's bloodstream. 

Regardless of who started the 

fight, the two young men didn't 

deserve to die. 

Lambert said in the interview that 

ifs dangerous out there. WeD, adding 

more guns to the mix is not going to 

make the world any safer, which is 

why Hupp's solution will only make 

people more fearful to walk down the 

street At what cost should society 

pay for the innocent gun collector or 

hunter? In order to protect an entire 

nation some individual r ights 

must be sacrificed. 
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Cigarette tax will benefit 
smokers and nonsmokers 

Cara 
Hazzard 

COMMENTARY 

More money could be drifting 
out of the pockets of smokers if 
Init iative 773 is passed in 
November. 

The initiative, which was 
approved for the ballot last 
week, would add $.60 a pack of 
cigarettes and other tobacco 
products. 

Of the extra money collected, 
10 percent would go to a 
statewide anti-tobacco cam
paign and 90 percent would 
expand the Basic Health Plan 
for low-income residents within 
the state. 

The initiative, if passed, will 
raise the tax on a pack of ciga
rettes to $1.42 - the highest in 
the nation. 

'Many believe that the 
added cost to cigarettes 
will discourage people 

from taking up the habit' 

Many believe the added cost 
to cigarettes will discourage 
people from taking up the habit. 

"When you increase the price 
of tobacco, the likelihood of kids 
starting to smoke goes down," 
said Astrid Berg, executive 
director of the American Lung 

Association and sponsor of the 
initiative. 

It has been proven that ciga
rettes and other tobacco prod
ucts are harmful and anything 
tha t discourage people from 
smoking would be good. 

It is an added bonus .that the 
money gained from this initia
tive will fund health services for 
low-income people. 

Nonsmokers will also benefit 
from this initiative in that a 
decrease in smoking will lead to 
a decrease in second-hand 
smoke. 

According the American Lung 
Association Fact Sheet on 
Secondhand Smoke more than 
4,000 chemicals, including 200 
poisons and 63 cancer-causing 
chemicals, are emitted from 
either smokers' mouths or the 
butts of cigarettes. 

Even with these staggering 
statistics, pleas for people to 
quit smoking often fall on deaf 
ears. 

Opponents of this initiative 
say it will only hurt the low-
income people it was designed 
to help. 

According to the American 
Heart Association, the group of 
people below the poverty level 
has the highest percentage of 
smokers. 

The National Health 
Interview Survey released in 
1998 showed 33.3 percent of 
people living below the poverty 
line were smokers. 

Opponents say smoking for 
these people, who don't choose 
to live in poverty, is just a way 

at the "Baby Blues" on 
Bill McDonald Parkway & 21 st Street 

W e do 10 & 12 m o n t h leases. . . 
3 and 4 bedrooms 

Apa r tmen t s w i t h a view!! 
2 Bathrooms, decks or patio, common laundry/study room, on-site manager. 

Special: A group of 3 can rent 
a four bedroom unit on any floor for $ 1000 a month. 

From $209 to $269 per student 
(Water, sewer, garbage, & cable TV Free) 

Call us, we're the friendly ones. Honest! 

FREE Water 
FREE Sewer 

FREE Garbage 
FREE Cable TV 

EBRTGHT 
WIGHT 

Real Estate & Property Management 
1400 Broadway 

Mlingham.WA 98225 

733*7944 
Ask for 

Julie,Terry or DeAnn 

to ease the stress of struggling 
to pay living expenses. 

Opponents also say quitting 
smoking is extremely difficult to 
do cold turkey, and the pro
grams that help people to quit 
cost more money. 

The number of people who 
will actually be helped by the 
added funds going to the Basic 
Health Plan is also being ques
tioned. 

'...with the money saved 
from not buying cigarettes, 

a person can pay for the 
programs or products need 

to help them quit' 
Will the benefits of the health 

care outweigh the added costs 
given to low-income smokers? 

In answer to this question: 
Yes, the added costs will be 
harmful for the 33.3 percent of 
people who smoke, but it will be 
helpful to the 67.7 percent who 
don't. 

Yes, quitting smoking is diffi
cult, stressful and sometimes 
expensive, but with the money 
saved from not buying ciga
rettes, a person can pay for the 
programs or products needed to 
help them quit. 

Yes, smoking does help ease 
tension, but so do many other 
things, such as exercising, med
itating, or taking five minutes a 
day for yourself to breathe. 

As for the number of people 
who will actually be helped by 
this initiative, it is difficult to 
predict the future, but at the 
risk of sounding sentimental, if 
it saves one life, it is worth it. 

If this initiative passes, thou
sands of smokers in Washington 
state will have to pay more 
money to harm their bodies and 
the bodies of those around them 
when they light up. 

It is fitting then, that this 
extra money should be used to 
help those that are harmed. 
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healthy foods like fruits and veg-

healthy foods. As with all diets, 
if you go off them, you will gain 

Silversand Photo needs an 
Appointment Setter 

$7.50 to $15.00 per hour 
full time or part time 

No experience required! 
National Photo Co.. Downtown Bellingham 

1 - 800 990 - 9080 
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FAIRHAVEN AREA Duplex. 
1710 Donovan Ave. 2 BD/2BA. 
Garage, RV Parking. No 
Smokers, No Pets. $900/mth. 
Avail. Sept 1. Local WWU Alum. 
Owners. 676-8419. 

4 BD/2BA House near WWU on 
sunny corner lot, w/d, gas ht, 

fireplace. Available September 5* 
$1100/mo 738-4834. 

Sunny 4BD/2BA homes near 
W.W.U., Gas Ht, W/D. $1,100-
$1200/Mo. 738-4834 

MUST FILL by 8/23. Parttime/full 
time cust servysales. $12/hr./ 
appt. No exp. Paid weekly. 20 

new openings. Conditions apply. 
Students welcome. 
www.workforstudents.com. 
Call 756-1911 M-Th. 

MILLIONAIRE MINDED? Local 
Entrepreneur seeks 2 Part time 
individuals to make $1,997.00 in 
the next 2 weeks. 
Call 1-877-352-2091. 

FREE PAGER + free activation! 
Call Keith for more info. 
(206) 931-0085. 

WESTERN LIBRARIES Summer 
Tours & Orientation Sessions-
Would you like a personal tour 
orienting you to services and 
resources offered at the Western 

Libraries? Or, would you like a 
tutorial on any or all of the many 
research databases? You can 
make an appointment at the 
Reference and Information Desk, 
Haggard 2. We are also offering 
self-guided Passport Tours. 
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Hoop Jam raises 
$20,000 for 
abuse awareness 

By Matt Bucher 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

From little kids kicking bas
ketballs around while doting 
parents watched their every 
move, to highly competitive 
games where seemingly every 
call was debated, this year's 
Hoop Jam was a success. 

More 1,400 basketball players, 
aged eight and older, participat
ed in the three-on-three Hoop 
Jam tournament to benefit 
Whatcom Crisis Services. 

The tournament took place 
July 28-29 in the Bellis Fair 
parking lot. 

Whatcom Crisis Services pro
vides support for victims of sexu
al assault and domestic violence 
while also implementing pro
grams that help to reduce and 
prevent abuse in Whatcom 
County. 

"This year we'll raise just over 
$20,000," said Manca Valum," 
development director for 
Whatcom Crisis Services. "I 
think this is the type of event 
that shows how the entire com
munity can be involved in mak
ing a difference." 

With 25 divisions divided by 
age, sex and ability, everybody 
was able to find a game for their 
skill level. 

Whether it was in one of the 
many free-throw contests, conso
lation bracket games or champi
onship games, players got to test 
their skills against each other in 
all types of conditions. 

"It rained in our first game 

yesterday," said Chad Clark, 11. 
"We played right through it and 
won, but it was slippery." 

As with any tournament, 
there were complaints about the 
referees, but without more than 
100 volunteers, whose duties 
included everything from folding 
T-shirts to being court monitors, 
Hoop Jam would never have 
taken place, Valum said. 

"This tournament is run won
derfully," Hoop Jam spectator 
Louise Tyler said. "I have seven 
grandkids playing this weekend 
and they're all having a great 
time. The only problem for me is 
when they play each other. I 
have to cheer for both teams." 

While some teams had grand
mothers bike Tyler on their side, 
others had entourages that 
would wildly cheer their team on 
and also debate calls with the 
court monitors. 

"I had to tell them if they kept 
being like that their teams 
would be disqualified," court 
monitor Julio Rodriguez said. 

Although warnings may have 
quieted some fans, that was not 
the case in the men's 21-25 year-
old open division. 

By the time the championship 
game started there were nearly 
100 spectators, easily the largest 
crowd of the weekend, many who 
were rowdy and argumentative. 

Throughout the game, there 
was physical play that could 
have warranted a foul on every 
possession. 

After the game however, 
teams put away the animosity. 
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Annual Open House Sept. 8th 
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1419 n. State St. and at the Bellis fair Mall 
Bellingham,WA 98225 

(360) 671 - 7575 

Hours: Mon 10-6 &Tues-Sat 9-6 
www.harleyofbellingham.com 

Western grad gloves up for Golden Glove title 
By Bryn Johnson 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

After more than two years of training and four 
career fights, Western graduate Jennifer Sutton, 
22, has earned a place in the National Women's 
Golden Gloves Boxing championships. 

Sutton, who is the Washington state Golden 
Gloves 156-pound champion, will travel to Augusta, 
Ga. for the tournament in less than two weeks. 

Sutton earned the right to compete on the nation
al level after her victory over Adrienne Lugg this 
spring at the State Golden Gloves tournament. The 
victory was especially important to Sutton because 
Lugg was a much more experienced boxer and 
fought in last year's nationals, she said. 

Sutton, or "Juice" to everyone at the boxing club, 
started out doing Tae Bo in her living room to lose 
weight, she said. She knew it was time to move on 
when she began doing it twice a day, and began 
working out at Kick It, a local kickboxing and mar
tial arts gym. 

It was the owner of Kick It who suggested Sutton 
come with her to the White Cobra Boxing Club. 

'It was like I was looking for something, and I 
found it," Sutton said. "It also helps that I do it 
(box) well." 

Sutton who has lost 70 pounds since she began 
boxing, feels great and enjoys the sport beyond the 
weight loss. 

"I am a boxing fanatic," she said. 
Sutton, who weighed 220 pounds, now boxes with 

her team four nights a week, runs 15 to 20 miles a 
week and rock climbs regularly. 

Sutton, is excited for the tournament, but does 
her best to stay relaxed, she said. 

"Before previous fights I would get too anxious 
and that takes a lot of energy," Sutton said. "Now I 
try to relax, get in the ring, and I know the anxiety 
will come the second I step in." 

Brendan Shriane/The Western Front 

Western graduate Jennifer Sutton, the 
Washington State Golden Glove 150-pound 
champion, is heading to Augusta, Ga. 
for the Golden Gloves national tournament 
July 8. 

'It would be sweet to win, but if not, I am here (at 
Nationals) where I want to be," she said. 

The national women's tournament began with 
only six boxers in 1997, grew according to USA 
Boxing, to include more than 100 the next year. 
Now, with 1,300 female boxers registered with USA 
Boxing proponents are working to make it an offi
cial sport in the 2004 Olympics. 

Sutton hopes the sport can be seen in a new light. 
With fighters like Mike Tyson and even the recent 
Ah vs Frazier fight, the sport is portrayed very neg
atively, she said. 

American Le Mans Grand Prix of Portland: 

New World spin on 
Old World tradition 

August third, fourth and fifth, Portland International Raceway-
will transform into a showcase of precision machines and world-
renowned drivers competing in eight different race groups. Sleek 
Le Mans sports cars and an array of cutting-edge, production-
based autos share the stage with open-wheeled formula racecars. 

STREET LEGAL?? 
SpeedVisiori World Challenge GT and 
Touring race groups feature large mar
ket, production-based cars that look 
familiar, but would definitely not 
pass DEQ. The Acura Integra R, BMW 
328is, and the Honda CivicSi repre
sent tame looking but fierce entries in 
the touring class. Also featured are 
the Saleen SR, Acura NSX, Corvette 
and Porsche. 

THE LONGEST RUNNING 
AMERICAN ROAD RACING SERIES 
COMES TO PORTLAND 
The Tommy Bahama 125 Trans-Am 
Race pits stars of the American road, 
like Chevrolet's Camaro and 
Corvette and the Ford Cobra against 
Jaguar XKR and independent makers 
such as Mangusta and Panoz. The 
adrenaline packed 125-mile sprint 
includes a mandatory pit stop. 

LE MANS SERIES BUILDS ON 
EUROPEAN TRADITION 
With four different race groups, and 
international driving stars, the 
American Le Mans series is the week
end's main event. In the fastest of the 
four, the LMP 900 class, the exotic 
Audi R8 (reigning Le Mans champion) 
and the Panoz prototype represent the 
apex of racing design. GT and GTS 

races feature recognizable chassis, like 
Corvette, Viper and Porsche, engi
neered to be the most advanced pro
duction cars in the world. 

STAR MAZDA SERIES: 
THE PROVING GROUND 
Aggressive young drivers pilot formu
la style, open-wheel machines in nose 
to tail racing full of daring passes at 
breathtaking speed. Clackamas High 
School graduate and current Star 
Mazda oval series champion Scott 
Jenkins joins a group of emerging tal
ents eager to make a name in tite 
world of professional racing. 

Trans-Am, Speedvrsion (GT/Touring), Star Mazda 
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Star Mazda Series 24 Hours of Le Mans Champions 

Tommy Bahama I Cascade Controls/Rittal I Carrera Motors I Papa John's Pizza I Les Schwab I Safeway 


