
ISSUE 10 
VOLUME 128 

STRETCH OUT 
Peek at next season's men's 
and women's track teams. 

Sports, Page 11 

NOT IN PUBLIC 
France's ban of religious clothing in 
schools will only worsen problems. 

Opinions, Page 14 

OH, THE PAIN 
Body modifications may hurt, 
but they still look cool. 

Accent, Page 9 
Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington 

The Western Front FRIDAY 
FEB. 13, 2004 

V-Day campaign seeks to end assaults 
Students and faculty celebrate anti-violence week with march and carnival 

By Katie Scaief 
The Western Front 

As students and faculty walked 
to classes in the dense fog 
Monday morning, some saw red 
tape guarding landmarks where 
people had committed sexual 
assaults on campus in the past. 

The tape read "Rape Free 
Zone," and signs explained each 
incident. Flower petals shifted in 
the breeze on top of patches of 
sidewalk and dirt in some zones. 

"I think a lot of women have 
been silenced," Western senior 
Elizabeth Hart said. "A lot have 
never had the chance to have 
discussions or dialogue about 
these things." 

At noon approximately 20 stu­
dents participated in a silent 
march to recognize the assaults, 
Western's Women's Center co-
coordinator Brenna Monahan 
said. 

The march was the first event 
in a week dedicated to ending 
violence against women. In an 
effort to increase awareness and 
stimulate discussion about vio­
lence against women, the 

SEE Violence, PAGE 6 
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At eight sites throughout campus, red "Rape Free Zone" tape and flower petals mark the 
location of past sexual assaults at Western. 

Career fair gives promise of future jobs for students 
By Gil Ventura 

The Western Front 

While the media portray the job climate as 
barren, people should not believe every­
thing they hear, said Susan Anderson, 
employer outreach specialist at the Career 
Services Center at Western. 

At Western's winter career fair, employers 
ranging from nonprofit organizations, such as 
the Peace Corps, to major corporations, such 
as Microsoft Corp. and T-Mobile USA, to gov­
ernment agencies, such as the FBI and the 
Washington State Department of Corrections, 
set up booths in the Viking Union. Anderson, 
who coordinated the fair, said the variety of 
companies is tailored to the broad range of 
majors Western offers. 

Hart Hodges, director for Western's 
Center for Economic and Business Research, 
said he agreed job growth in Whatcom 
County is increasing. His research shows 
that from 1999 to 2000, Whatcom County's 
2-percent job growth was greater than the 
statewide average of approximately 1 per­
cent. From 2002 to 2003, the county's figure 
peaked at 3.5 percent while statewide job 
availability declined. 

More specifically, construction, manufac­
turing and major industrial sectors are 
growing in Whatcom County. 

Western senior Peter Huang, a computer 
science major, said he spoke to approxi­
mately 10 companies at the career fair. 
Huang said he is graduating this quarter 
and is slightly nervous at the prospect of not 

finding a job. 
"I found the career fair to be very help­

ful," Huang said. "There were lots of com­
panies related to my major, and hopefully, 
I'll hear back from them." 

Western senior Darcy Camden, a commu­
nication major, said the career fair gave her 
a better idea about which available jobs 
related to her major. Camden said she found 
it beneficial that employers were open about 
their hiring and recruiting processes. 

Job seekers must develop what 
Anderson calls a "two-minute sound 
byte," to pitch to employers. This estab­
lishes a job hunter's major, general inter­
ests, level of education, skills he or she can 

SEE Jobs, PAGE 4 

Anti-USA Patriot 
Act speaker warns 
of federal abuses 

By Katie Scaief 
The Western Front 

Mark Polin, head of Whatcom 
County Northwest Freedom 
Alliance, lost a cousin in the Sept. 11 
attacks. When the U.S. government 
passed the USA Patriot Act 45 days 
later, however, Polin said the govern­
ment was misusing its power. 

"To be frank, I was really pissed 
off," said Polin, who served in the 
U.S. Navy for 18 years. "I felt like it 
was a slap in the face to everything I 
had worked for in the Navy." 

The act allows the government to 
search personal records :— including 
financial, library and school records 
— without public knowledge and 
with a legal mandate that the search 
remain secret. 

Polin visited Western's campus 
Wednesday to discuss the Patriot Act 
with students. He participated in 
discussions at the Everson Senior 
Center, the Lynden Public Library 
and the Northwest Indian College 
earlier this month. 

Polin said the government was 
capitalizing on deaths to promote its 
own interests with the Patriot Act. 

According to documents handed 
out at the meeting from the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the 
United States has interrogated 8,000 
Arabian and South Asian immi­
grants without evidence of wrong­
doings since the government passed 
the Patriot Act in 2001. The govern­
ment has detained thousands of peo­
ple in federal custody without 
charges against them and will not 
release their names, according to the 
ACLU's documents. 

"The act itself is totally unpatriotic," 
Polin said. "Who knows what can be 
done in the name of fighting terror­
ism?" 

The act threatens the U.S. 
Constitution by suppressing free­
dom of speech, allowing unwarrant­
ed searches and denying people the 
right to a fair trial, according to the 

SEE Patriot, PAGE 6 

Temporary tax relief may keep Intaleo alive 
By Lauren Fior 

The Western Front 

Vicki Henley, a union represen­
tative for Alcoa-Intalco Works 
aluminum . smelter plant in 
Ferndale, said her job is a daily 
struggle for survival. 

"(The energy prices) take away 
our job security because we don't 
know what could happen," 
Henley said. 

Washington state legislators 
are in the process of reviewing 
House Bill 2339, which would 
provide temporary tax relief for 
the . Washington aluminum 

smelter plants. 
Rep. Doug Ericksen, R-

Ferndale, said the bill is a tax 
package that includes $2.7 million 
in tax breaks that will sustain 
Intaleo until 2006. 

In a recent press release, 
Ericksen said the 2001 energy cri­
sis forced most of the state's alu­
minum smelter plants that run on 
energy, including Intaleo, to shut 
down. Ericksen said later that 
because of the energy crisis, the 
only aluminum smelter plants 
remaining in Washington are 
located in Ferndale and 
Wenatchee. 

In 2006, Bonneville Power 
Administration will reconsider 
electricity prices with Intaleo, 
Ericksen said. 

"(Whatcom County) is in jeop­
ardy of losing the. plant," Sen. 
Dale Brandland, R-Bellingham> 
said. "If it does close, it is not 
likely it will re-open." 

Brandland said Intaleo has 
shrunk from 1,000 to 400 workers 
in the past few years. 

"The tax initiative will help 
maintain production at the plant 
and continue employing its 400 

SEE Intaleo, PAGE 6 

Ben Arnold/ The Western Front 

Alcoa-Intalco Works employee Dan Timmer inspects fin­
ished aluminum product at Intalco's plant in Ferndale. 

For news tips, call (360) 650-3162 or e-mail The Western Front at thewesternfronteditor@yahoo.com www.westernfrontonline.com Please recycle 
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What are you going to 
do for Valentine's Day? 

Compiled by Lauren Miller. 

Isaac Hurst 
Sophomore, graphic design 

and marketing 

"I'm going to lis- *m V 
ten to Dashboard S S 
Confessional and 
watch violent movies. 
Love stinks!' 

Tara Nichol 
Freshman, undecided 

"Go with my girl- V W 
friends to see the S S 
Vagina Monologues 

Matt Ho 
Senior, linguistics 

"Snowboarding ^ ^ 
with my friends on S S 
Mount Baker." 

AP Wire news briefs 
STATE NEWS 

Wenatchee police arrest 
man for home intrusion 

Police arrested a Wenatchee 
man Wednesday in connection 
with a home robbery in 
Cashmere. A citizen's tip led to 
the arrest, Chelan County Sheriff 
Mike Harem said. The victim of a 
Feb. 5 attack said two men broke 
into his home and choked him 
with a dog chain. They took $230. 

Stricter regulations cause 
beef industry to protest 

The cattle industry's dominant 
trade group, the National 
Cattlemen's Beef Association, sup­
ported the U.S. government in 
requiring stricter regulations for 
food safety because of the the 
Yakima mad cow disease incident. 

Some ranchers may break away 
from the association, however, in 
protest of mandatory marketing 
fees. Ranchers said they favor 
labeling beef originating in the 
United States. 

The clash may delay changes to 
the industry and strain relations 
with trading partners. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Clark announces he will 
give up presidential bid 

Retired Gen. Wesley Clark 
announced in Little Rock, Ark., 
Wednesday that he is ending his 
candidacy. 

He called President George W. 
Bush's foreign policy "fatally 
flawed" and said Democrats 
should challenge Bush on it. 

Clark applauded former rivals 
Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry, 
former Vermont Gov. Howard 
Dean and North Carolina Sen. 
John Edwards and said they 
would serve the country well. 

O'Reilly apologizes for his 
stance on WMD situations 

Fox News Channel commentator 
Bill O'Reilly said before the Iraq 
war that if Saddam Hussein was 
overthrown and no weapons of 

mass destruction existed, he 
would apologize to the nation. 

" O'Reilly appeared on ABC's 
"Good Morning America," Wed. 
and said he was wrong about 
weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq. 

He had no doubt President 
George W. Bush wanted to remove 
Saddam, but history will show 
removing Hussein will prove to be 
a good move, O'Reilly said. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Cuban authorities attemptto 
stop refugees from fleeing 

Cuban officials are trying to 
stop refugees from fleeing to the 
United States in cars converted 
into boats. 

Cuban police inspected a house 
and several auto repair shops 
Wednesday in a Havana neigh­
borhood where many people who 
have attempted to flee but failed 
now live. 
The coast guard returned eight 

people to Cuba after discovering 
their converted vehicle near Key 

West, Fla. 
This is the second time in seven 

months someone has attempted 
to flee in makeshift boats. 

In July, the coast guard discov­
ered a group, including some of 
the same refugees fleeing. 

Workers end search after 
Turkey building collapse 

Workers in Turkey called off 
the search for survivors in the 
debris of an apartment building 
that collapsed this past week, 
killing 92 people. 

An official said two people are 
still missing, but two unidentified 
bodies at a local hospital could be 
the missing victims. 

Rescuers pulled 29 survivors 
from the debris. 

Officials blamed the sudden col­
lapse on bad construction. A 
Turkish court charged two con­
tractors with negligence. 

Compiled by Katie Scaief. 
AP Wire courtesy KUGS 89.3-FM. 
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The Western Front is published twice weekly in Fall, winter and spring; 
once a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western 
Washington University, CH 110, Bellingham, WA 98225-9100. The Western 
Front is the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published 
by the Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertis 
ing. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaperhave no connection with advertis 
ing. News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are 
enrolled in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student 
enrolled at Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in College 
Hall 07, or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entitled to a single free copy of 
each issue of The Western Front. 

WWU Official Announcements 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday for the Tuesday edition and noon Wednesday 

for the Friday edition. Announcements should be limited to 50 words, typewritten or legibly printed, and 
sent through campus mail to "Official Announcements," MS -9117, via fax to X/4343, or brought in 

person to Commissary 113F. DO NOT SEND ANNOUNCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO THE WESTERN FRONT. 
Phoned announcements will not be accepted. All announcements should be signed by originator. 

PLEASE POST 

STUDENTS WHO EXPECTTO GRADUATE ATTHE END OF SUMMER QUARTER must have a degree evaluation on 
file in the registrar's office, OM 230, by March 12. For information, call X/3240 or stop by OM 230. 
MATH PLACEMENT TEST (MPT). Registration not required. Students must bring photo identification, student 
number, Social Security number, and a No. 2 pencil. A~$15 fee is payable in exact amount at test time. Allow 90 
minutes. Testing is in OM 120 at 9 a.m. Feb. 19,26, March 4,11 and 18, and 3 p.m. Feb. 23; March 1,8, and 15. 

. SCHEDULE AND SAMPLE PROBLEMS for the Math Placement Test may be found at www.ac.wwu.edu/~assess/ 
tc.htm. 

LOT 17G will be reserved at 5 p.m. Feb. 14 for Viking permit holders. All others can ride the shuttle from lot 12A. 
FIND OUT ABOUT THE HUMAN SERVICES MAJOR at an informatiorrsession at 2 p.m. Feb. 17 in HU106 or call X/7759 
for more information. 
MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT). Registration required in OM 120 or call X/3080; test not administered individually. 
A $42 fee is payable at test time. Test takes about 1V2 hours. Registration limited to 16. Testing is at 2 p.m. in OM 120 
as follows (those participating in the MAT research do not register for March 9). 
MILLER ANALOGIES RESEARCH TEST PROGRAM. The Testing Center offers first-time examinees an opportunity to 
participate in a research project. Participants will take two MATs back-to-back. One score will be posted as your 
official score. The $42 will be waived. For information and registration, stop by OM 120 or call X/3080. 
THE TUTORIAL AND ACADEMIC SKILLS CENTER IS SEEKING a student with strong academic skills who enjoys 
working with people to be a study skills tutor 10 to 14 hours a week during spring quarter. Salary and other 
information is available in OM 387 or at www.wwu.edu.depts/tutorialcenter/employment.htm. 

WEST-B. State-approved educator preparation program applicants and persons from other states seeking a Wash­
ington residency teaching certificate need a minimum passing score on basic skills assessment. Residency teaching 
certificate applicants who completed an educator preparation program outside Washington and have not passed 
WEST-B may be granted additional time. Testing: March 13, May 1. To register, see www.west.nesinc.com. 
SEVERAL SCHOLARSHIPS, RANGING FROM 1,000 to $3,000, are offered by the Alumni Association board of direc­
tors; some are renewable. Preference may be given to children or grandchildren of Western alumni. To request an 
application or to get more information, call X/3353. 

INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONAL TESTING is available at the Testing Center, Old Main 120. 
STUDENTS MAY PICK UP COPIES OF THE 2003-04 CAMPUS DIRECTORY at the Associated Students Bookstore 
while supplies last. 
WINTER QUARTER GROUP OFFERINGS THROUGH THE COUNSELING CENTER include • "Relaxation Training," 
4 p.m. Thursdays, drop-in for any or all sessions, OM 540. For more information, stop by OM 540 or call X/3164. 
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• CHICKEN T E R I Y ^ M R G E R 
grilled pineapple ring Swiss cheese and 
Teriyaki Sauce 

/MUSHROOM-SWISS BURGER 
sauteed mushrooms and Swiss cheese 

• CHICKEN BACON SWISS BURGER 

THE BIG BOOM 
a half pound of ground beef with 
American cheese 

BAR-B-Q CHICKEN BURGER 
with Swiss cheese and barbeque sauce 

BACON SWISS BURGER 

You're one lucky puppy 'cuz every burger on the menu at Boomer's is only 

Call it in-, Pick it up. Old fashioned car hop service, Dine in. 

310 N.Samish Way • OPEN TIL 10 SUN-THURS 

Fridays and Saturdays Open 'til 11:00 PM! ^ ^ ^ JHRSI 
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Local medical project to receive $250,000 in funding 
By Wolfgang Deerkop 

The Western Front 

A patient-friendly medical project in 
Whatcom County, intended to revitalize 
the medical community, is set to receive 
$250,000 in federal funding. 

The funding will come from a $373 bil­
lion congressional spending bill that the 
U.S. Congress has approved. President 
George W. Bush is expected to sign it 
within the next two weeks. 

The St. Joseph Hospital Pursuing 
Perfection Project's manager Mary 
Minniti said the program is aimed at aid­
ing patients in managing their health care. 
The current $250,000 grant would go 
toward programs like it. 

The project is one of seven organiza­
tions in the country that originally 

received $1.9 million in funding two years 
ago from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, a grant-funding group that 
seeks to provide money for. medical 
research. 

"We need a different = 
kind of health care sys­
tem," Minniti said. "We 
have got to develop a sus­
tainable chronic care sys­
tem." 

Minniti said the project's 
main focus is to reduce the 
need for expensive hospital 
visits by helping people do 
more to manage their own 
health care and detect health 
care problems before they fully develop. 

"Seventy percent of baby boomers will 

'Seventy percent of baby 
boomers will have chronic 

health problems'. 

Mary Minniti 
Pursuing Perfection 

Project manager 

said. "We are living longer, and part of the 
aging process is the development of 
health problems." 

One of the ways the project aims to 
accomplish its goal of 

I M — ' increasing patients' 
involvement in their 
own health care is 
through the Shared Care 
Plan, a booklet available 
in print form as well as 
through Web sites that 
allows patients to list 
their medical informa­
tion, such as medications 
they are taking or any 
medical conditions that 

could influence their health. 
"If s a way to help patients organize their 

have chronic health problems," Minniti information," said Heather Wilson, project 

coordinator at Pursuing Perfection. 
Once a patient has registered as part of 

the Shared Care Plan, information such 
as allergies to medications, medical his­
tory and a list of current medications 
would be available to doctors and emer­
gency-room personnel. 

"The shared care program would be a 
tremendous help for us because of the 
medication list," said Pat Wentworth, 
director of critical care at St. Joseph 
Hospital. "It's a difficult process if the 
patient does not have up-to-date informa­
tion on their medication." 

The Shared Care Plan is in a trial 
process for patients with diabetes and 
congestive heart failure, but once the sys­
tem is in place, patients will be able to use 
the system regardless of their illnesses or 
conditions, Minniti said. 

Jobs: Career-fair representatives give students tips on interviews 
Continued from Page 1 

contribute as an employee and any 
personal connections to the company, 
to pitch to potential employers. 

Students also should ask employers 
questions about the application and 
interview process and ask job scouts for 
career advice, Anderson said. 

"Students always feel at the mercy of 
someone else," Anderson said. "Taking 
a little control of the job search makes a 
huge difference." 

Anderson said students should refine 
communication and technical skills 
while in school. 

"Overall, across all job fields, skills 
in writing, presentation and one-on-
one communication are important," 
Anderson said. 

Competence in a wide range of com­
puter applications would be beneficial, 
she said. 

Dressing in business attire, being 
prepared with a resume and research­
ing the company impresses employers, 
Anderson said. 

"Anytime you make contact with an 
employer, consider it an interview," said 
Marcia Lewis, assistant director for 
operations at the Career Services Center. 

In the end, those in the job hunt must 
know how to present themselves, said 
Homer S. Smith, a June 2001 Western 
graduate who represented American 
Express at the fair. 

"In any career, you have to know how 
to sell yourself," Smith said. "Sales skills 
are a must." 

Hodges said those entering the job 
market must consider what the job will 
require in the future. He cited an auto 
mechanic who in the future must be 
knowledgeable in computers, plastics, 
ceramics, and fuel-cell and internal 
combustion engines. 

"The demands in terms of knowledge 
and study in job fields are going up," 
Hodges said. 

Hodges said those searching for 
careers must learn to adapt to the 
changing market because the average 
worker makes four to five career 
changes in his or her lifetime. 

College graduates should not become 
discouraged if their first jobs do not suit 
them, Anderson said. 

"You don't have to guess right on the 
first time," Anderson said. "If it doesn't 
work out, ifs not a prison sentence. 
Think — it's the first job I have applied 
for, not the last." 

Gil Ventura/The Western Front 
Western senior Joel Tanneson 
investigates job opportunities with 
SAIC employee Joel Hibbard at the 
winter career fair. 
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Encourage your kkls'to 
get up. get out, awl get 
moving. New orthopaedic 
research reveals that just 
3.5 n unities of walking per 
day can help kids fortify 
skeletal t issue; which 
leads to stronger bones as 
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AMERICAN 
ACADEMY 

OF ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGEONS 
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advances in medicine. 
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www.aaos.org 
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARDS 
Nominations Due March 1, 2004 

President Karen W. Morse has'announced that two "Excellence in Teaching" awards 
have again been made possible by The Western Foundation. 

A faculty member from the College of Humanities & Social Sciences or the College 
of Sciences & Technology will be chosen to receive the Peter./. Elicit Excellence in 
Teaching Award, and a faculty member from one of the other Colleges: Business and 
Economics, Fairhaven, Fine and Performing Arts. I luxley, and Woodring College of 
Education will be chosen to receive an Excellence in Teaching Award. Nominations 
are solicited from alumni, students, or faculty members by completing the attached 
ballot. Letters of recommendation may be attached. 

The following criteria and policies are used for selection: 

• No person shall receive this award more than onee. 

. • Only winners will be announced: candidates names will not be published either 
during or after the process' 

• Tenure is not a requirement, but candidates must beTulI-timefacultv members. 
Visiting faculty are not eligible. ; " 

• " if a nominee wishes to be considered, he/she will be asked to submit supporting 
materials to the committee. 

• The award is a teaching award, not a research award. Submitted materials should 
relate to teaching. . . . ;• 

• During the consideration-process, evaluations of current and previous classes may 
be sought: recommendations from sludents'and colleagues may be sought, and a 
class visitation may be^ conducted. The-committee may devise additional or 
alternative- criteria upon the announcement. The committee will evaluate all 

j material and make selections according to their best judgment. 

Excellence in Teaching Awards Ballot; 
Letter of recommendation or evaluation may be attached to this ballot. 

Ballots must be received by March /, 2004 

Faculty Nominee/Dept: 

Nominator/Address: 

Signature of Nominator: • 

Nominator (circle one): Alumni Student Faculty i 

Faculty nominations for the Colleges of Humanities & Social Sciences and Sciences & | 
Technology may be sent to: Ron Kleinknecht. Dean, College of Humanities & Social . 
Sciences, MS9099. Of her college nominations. mav be sent to: Ron Riggins, Dean, 

I Fairhaven College, MS9118. ' | 
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Economist predicts bright future for Whatcom County businesses 
said. "We are blessed with a wide range of businesses to 
create a stable economy." 

The presence of large employers like Western and 
Whatcom Community College help to maintain a steady 
level of employment, Asmundson said. 

"Bellingham is doing better than other cities its size," 
Conerly said. "This city has an attractive quality of life that 
draws people to it." 

Bellingham's future is positive because of economic sta­
bility and job growth, Conerly said. 

"By the time college seniors are graduating in June, it'll 
be a much better job market than last year," Conerly said. 

The forum featured local business leaders in tourism, 
manufacturing and real estate. 

Drew Schmidt, chairman of the city's Visitor and 
Convention Board, discussed the state of tourism in 
Whatcom County. Every year, the tourism industry brings 
$339 million to the county, which has the fifth highest visi­
tor spending in the state. It created 6,920 jobs, which is 10 
percent of the workforce, as well as generating $6 million in 
sales tax, Schmidt said. 

"The industry should see some steady growth, about 4 to 
5 percent for 2004," Schmidt said. 

Tourism also is an important source of revenue nation­
ally, bringing in $93 billion in taxes each year, Schmidt said. 

"Without the taxes created by tourism, every household 
would pay $884 more in taxes," Schmidt said. 

Mike Kent, immediate past president of the Whatcom 
County Association of Realtors, spoke on behalf of the 
real estate industry. He estimated that 2004 will bring a 
15 percent to 20 percent increase in the price of condo­
miniums and homes in Bellingham. At this rate, a 
$200,000 home would increase in value by $54 a day, 
Kent said. 

Escalating prices will make it more difficult for students 
to buy houses after they graduate, although few Western 
graduates remain in Bellingham/ Kent said. Even for stu­
dents who are renting, higher prices for homes create more 
expensive rental rates to cover their mortgages, he said. 

Bellingham also offers a low number of residences for 
sale. As of Saturday, only 202 residences were listed for sale 
in the city, which is approximately one-third of the number 
available at this time in 2003, Kent said. 

"We have more real estate agents than we have resi­
dences to sell," Kent said. "It's a very tight market." 

Abbe Rolnick, CEO of Cascade DAFO Inc., represented 
the medical manufacturing industry. Cascade DAFO 
makes dynamic ankle foot orthotics, which are walking 
braces. She expects a 5 percent to 6 percent growth in her 
industry through 2004. A growing concern for her is feder­
al Medicare cuts and state" Medicaid cuts. 

"Our growth is assured, but those who can't afford the 
products may have to go without," Rolnick said. 

Federal cuts in reinbursments for procedures and 
devices mean the state has to pay for coverage. 

But because states are in a budget crisis themselves, state 
government officials may decide not to cover problems that 
are not life-threatening or reimburse a smaller amount for 
care received, Rolnick said. 

"Many areas of the medical industry, on all levels from 
doctors up, will feel the crunch from federal cuts," Rolnick 
said. 

Zoe Fraley/The Western Front 

Economist Bill Conerly discusses the healthy state of Bellingham's economy in front of a recep­
tive audience of business owners at the Best Western Lakeway Inn for the 'Forecast 2004' forum. 

Zoe Fraley 
The Western Front 

A real estate agent, a chief executive officer and an eco­
nomic consultant walked into a Best Western. 

No, this is not the beginning of a bad joke. It is, ^ — 
however, the Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry's "Forecast 2004" event, 
which took place Thursday morning at the Best 

business planning." 
Conerly made positive predictions about economies of 

Bellingham and Whatcom County in 2004. The recent 
national recession hit the Pacific Northwest region hardest 
because of losses in border security officers and layoffs at 

_ ^ — m a m _ m _ m m m The Boeing Co. and Microsoft 
Corp., Conerly said. 

'Having a sense of Whatcom County 
and Bellingham, however, have 
significantly lower unemploy-

regional trends is a key 
Western Lakeway Inn and Conference Center. The . . . ~ . * * 
forum brought together regional, county and city factor in making prudent ment rates—between 5 and 6 per-
leaders in government and industry to discuss the investment decisions and c e n t — m a n m e r e s t °* f n e s t a t e ' 
economic outlook for Bellingham and Whatcom 
County for 2004. 

Banner Bank presented the event, and Wallace-Rice 
Benefits, LLC, Scott Hume of A.G. Edwards & Sons 
Inc. and Wilson's Furniture sponsored it. 

Economist Bill Conerly, the forum's keynote speak­
er, has worked with businesses, the federal govern­
ment, local and county governments nationwide for more 
than 20 years to make investment and growth plans accord­
ing to the state of the national economy. 

"We live in the information age," Bellingham Mayor 
Mark Asmundson said. "Having a sense of regional trends 
is a key factor in making prudent investment decisions and 

business planning'. 

Mark Asmundson 
Bellingham Mayor 

which had the second highest 
unemployment rate in the country 
at approximately 8 percent, 
Conerly said. 

"The economy is getting 
stronger," Conerly said. "It's hap­
pening nationally, and Bellingham 
is going to feel the upturn." 

Conerly and Asmundson spoke about positive econom­
ic developments in Bellingham, such as plans to revitalize 
the waterfront and make the airport more convenient to 
businesses. 

"We are the thriving spot in Washington," Asmundson 
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Violence: VU director removes controversial painting 
Continued from Page 1 

Women's Center and the 
Associated Students special 
events sponsored a series of 
events for the global V-Day cam­
paign, Monahan said. 

Hie "V" stands for valentine, 
vagina and victory, Monahan said. 
Helping people become comfort­
able talking about sexual assault is 
the first step to ending violence 
against women, Monahan said. 

Eve Ensler's "Vagina 
Monologues" launched the V-Day 
movement in 1998 to end violence 
against women and girls through­
out the world, according to V-Day, 
a nonprofit corporation that finan­
cially supports such efforts. Ensler 
wrote the play to increase publicity 
about violence against women and 
based it on conversations she had 
with women and girls of all ages. 

In the past three years, students 
reported only three rapes to the 
University Police, Monahan said, 
but many more came to the 
Women's Center for support after 
rape and sexual assault. 

"(Reporting rape) can be a really 
humiliating process," Monahan 
said. "Especially if it is a date rape 
— that's just a difficult process." 

Many women feel ashamed of 
being rape victims, and some take 
the blame for it, Monahan said. 
Others do not want to report date 
rape because they do not want to 
blame the rapist, who usually is a 
friend, as a criminal, she said. 

Sixteen- to 24-year-old women 
are most likely to be raped, 
according to Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Services of 
Bellingham. 

An estimated 350 rapes occur 
per year on college campuses 
with approximately 10,000 

females, according to a 2000 
study by the Department of 
Justice. Lynn Thomas of 
Western's Registrar Office said 
6,773 women enrolled at Western 
this winter, which equates to 
approximately 237 rapes per year 
on Western's campus. 

This year's V-Day campaign 
began two weeks ago with the dis­
play of a painting by Daniel 
Zimmerman outside the Viking 
Union, Monahan said. The paint­
ing depicted a naked woman and 
presented information about the 
V-Day campaign. The administra­
tion confiscated the painting a few 
hours later, Monahan said. The 
frame received damage in the 
process, she said. 

Jim Schuster, director of Viking 
Union facilities, said the placement 
of the painting was inappropriate 
because people did not have an 
option not to see it. 

"We moved it, and it fell apart, 
so it wasn't safe," Schuster said. 

Schuster said he did not confis­
cate the painting; he removed it 
because the Women's Center pre­
maturely displayed it premature­
ly. He said anything to be dis­
played outside the VU must first 
go through a review process. 

Schuster said he also removed 
the painting because a woman 
complained about the bare breasts. 

Monahan said the Women's 
Center covered the breasts so peo­
ple would be able to see the paint­
ing and still read the information. It 
is on display outside the VU. It will 
be onstage for the three perform­
ances of the Vagina Monologues 
this weekend, without the breasts 
covered, she said. 

Tuesday, the AS special events 
group organized the V-Day 
Carnival to raise money local 

Katie Scaief/The Western Front 
Rachel Leigh Bowman from 
the band Some by Sea per­
forms Tuesday night at 
Western's Vagina Carnival. 

women's shelters. 
Robin Cutler, Some by Sea and 

Racetrack performed music. 
Between acts, 10 women, includ­
ing nine Western students, took 
turns performing the "Vagina 
Dialogues," during which they 
told personal accounts of their 
experiences with violence, rape, 
sexuality and being female. 
Students also decorated vagina 
cookies/played the vagina throw 
and learned about feminist issues. 

A raffle at the carnival raised 
approximately $100 for the benefit, 
said Shannon Woodard, a Western 
junior and AS special events coor­
dinator who organized the event. 

"It's amazing how things like 
this bring women together," 
Woodard said. "You can say 
things like, T masturbated this 
morning/ and everybody cheers 
for you." 

Patriot: Western will address act 
Continued from Page 1 

ACLU's documents. 
"The ironic part of it is that 

those who raise their voices in 
dissent are being criticized as 
unpatriotic," Polin said. 

Western junior Alanna 
Ahern, who serves as the 
budget authority for the 
Western Freedom Alliance, 
said ports and military bases 
need security strengthening, 
but sweeping security policies 
like the Patriot Act are unnec­
essary. Ahern said the alliance 
is a student organization on 
campus that works to protect 
civil liberties. 

"I think it's possible to 
maintain national security 
while also having civil liber­
ties," Ahern said. 

People in the United States 
have feared looking at the 
motives of terrorism because 
they do not want to question 
whether their government is 
doing anything wrong, 
Harvey said. 

Western sophomore. Jack 
McDonald said Americans 
should look at the U.S. foreign 
policy throughout the past 50 
years as one of the root causes 
of terrorism. 

"Throughout history, we 
have constantly backed up the 
wrong guy," McDonald said. 

Though McDonald said he 
does not believe U.S. actions 
justify terrorism, they make it 
easier to understand the 
motives of terrorist actions. 
Without recognizing the root 
causes of terrorism, it will be 
impossible to defeat, he said. 

Grass-roots movements are 
fighting the unconstitutionality 

of the Patriot Act, Polin said. 
The Whatcom County Council 
is reviewing a resolution 
opposed to the Patriot Act, he 
said. Other areas, including 
New York City, already have 
passed such resolutions. 

"I think that each person has 
their own breaking point 
when they are willing to stand 
up and say, I 'm not going to 
take it anymore,' " he said. 

The Associated Students 
Board expressed opposition 
to sections of the Patriot Act 
last fall. AS President Paul 
Graves said he did not sup­
port the resolution because it 
was not appropriate for the 
university to take a political 
stance on the issue. He said it 
could draw negative attention 
to Western. 

"I think that passing resolu­
tions that seem to be weighted 
on one side of the political 
spectrum, that aren't directly 
related to students, can get us 
in a lot of trouble," Graves 
said. 

Polin said he fears the Bush 
administration will use the 
Patriot Act to label opposing 
candidates in the 2004 presi­
dential election as unpatriotic. 

The Faculty Senate and the 
Associated Students Board 
will sponsor an all-university 
assembly at 4 p.m. on 
Thursday in the Science, 
Mathematics and Technology 
Education building, room 150, 
to address the Patriot Act. 
Experts will present informa­
tion about the act and open the 
topic for discussion. The 
Faculty Senate will vote on a 
resolution related to the 
Patriot Act on Feb. 23. 

Intalco: Tax breaks would not be enough to hire new employees, only to keep plant open 
Continued from Page 1 

workers/' Brandland said. 
He said aluminum plants are a major 

part of the industry. 
"The bill will help Alcoa maintain pro­

duction at its current rate," Brandland 
said. 

He said Intalco is not planning to hire 
new workers after tax breaks — it is sim­
ply trying to stay open. 

Ericksen said the cutoff day for state 
Senate and House committee decisions is 
March 1. By March 11, the Senate and 
House must pass or fail the bill. 

Intalco lobbyist Sandi Swarthout said the 
bill passed the House of Representatives' 
two committees and is in its final stage of 
the Senate's second committee. 

Ericksen said four actions will help 
Intalco to stay in business: locking in elec­
tric rates from BPA, introducing tempo­
rary tax breaks for aluminum companies, 
adopting regulatory business changes for 
Intalco and creating a long-term energy 
source at a reliable price. 

"Smelters are very costly to run due to 
energy prices," Henley said. 

High electricity prices are causing the 
company to produce at one-third of its 

capacity, Henley said. 
"(The initia.tive) gives us a ray of hope," 

Henley said. "It gives us a lifeline until 
2006 when BPA lowers their rates." 

Ericksen said he preferred not to com­
ment on whether Intalco would continue 
its relationship with BPA after 2006 
because he does not have enough infor­
mation regarding Intalco's future plans. 

"Every legislator in the district has 
worked hard on this bill," Swarthout said. 

She said the bill will be successful 
because of the legislators' bipartisan effort. 

"On this issue most of them are in 
agreement," Swarthout said. 

She said the legislators are working 
together and taking initiative. She also 
said she rarely sees so much interest in a 
bill from so many legislators. 

Henley said she usually is not an advo­
cate of tax-break initiatives, but she said 
this bill would not harm the community 
because the bill contains a sunset clause, 
meaning it is not permanent. 

Ericksen said his incentive for sponsor­
ing this bill is to keep families in Whatcom 
County working at Intalco. 

"Tax breaks are a bridge to get us to 
where we can fight again," Ericksen 
said. 
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a calendar of local music, aniaiKl atfertairMftient 

February 15 February 18 February 19 

Classical music Movie showing Speaker 

Vaginas: Let's talk about them 

Mount Baker Theatre; 
734-6080; $20 for 
section A and $16 
for section B 

The Whatcom 
Symphony Orchestra 
performs "The 
Greats," featuring 
Beethoven's Egmont 
Overture and Op. 84, 
T c h a i k o v s k y ' s 
Cocerto for Violin in 
D Major and Op. 35 
and Schubert's 
Symphony No. 8 in 
C Major (The Great). 
The concert starts at 
3 p.m. 

Arntzen Hall 
650-6130; $2 

100; 

The Associated 
Students presents 
"Kill BiU Vol. 1," a 
Quentin Tarantino 
film starring Uma 
Thurman as the 
bride of a former 
assassin betrayed by 
her boss and left for 
dead in this first part 
of the "Kill Bill" 
series. The movie 
begins at 8 p.m. 

Science Lecture Hall 

120; 650-6804; free 

Associated Students 
Productions Social 
Issues brings anar­
chist John Zerzan to 
campus to speak 
about the anti-glob­
alization movement 
and the current glob­
al economy. Zerzan 
will show the film 
"Surplus: Terrorized 
Into Being 
Comsumers." The 
lecture starts at 7 p.m. 

Compiled by Bryan 
Sharick. 

By Katie Scaief 
The Western Front 

Western students will perform 
Eve Ensler's Obie Award-win­
ning "Vagina Monologues" at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday in the 
Viking Union 
Multipurpose Room. 

The performance 
costs $10 for students 
and faculty and $15 
for the general pub­
lic. If it sells out, it 
will raise approxi­
mately $10,000 said 
Brenna Monahan, 
Western's Women's 
Center co-coordina­
tor. Money raised 
will go to the 
Bridgitte Collins 
Women's Care 
Shelter, Domestic 
Violence and Sexual 
Assault Services, The 

directed the play this year, said it 
helps promote awareness and 
dialogue because it allows peo­
ple to talk about subjects they 
might otherwise be uncomfort­
able discussing. 

"I think the 'Vagina 

Western senior Jessica 
Armstrong said the play helps 
people feel more comfortable 
discussing female sexuality and 
violence against women. 

"(V-Day events) are to get 
people more in touch with the 

female body," 
Western senior Tricia 
Garrett said. 

Ensler wrote 
the "Vagina 
Monologues" in 1998 
after speaking to 
women and girls 
about experiences 
and symbolism of 
their vaginas. 
Actresses perform the 
monologues about 
experiences with sex­
ual assault, incest, 
sexism and liberation. 

The play has 

Krissy Gochnour/The Western Front S a f e d
t enough popu 

Vagina Monologues performers warm up - a larity that students on 

Sp̂ otUght̂ Campaign ^ f ^ ^ T ! ^ ^ 5 6 ^ ' ^ ' " " S h ° W | S ̂ ^ ^ l ^ ^ X ^ 
this year, Monahan and the Womencare a n d t omor row at 7 p.m 

Shelter, Monahan 
said. 

The performance is intended 
to inform about violence against 

"women, she said. Monahan, who 

Monologues' is definitely a pro­
gression," Monahan said. "The 
word 'vagina' is still kind of dif­
ficult for some people to say." 

said. 
"I think it's more of a libera­

tion," Monahan said. "Once you 
feel liberated you can have the 
freedom you want." 
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Rock out on Valentine's Day 
back," he said. 

The two bands are preparing to perform together at some 
point in the night to commemorate the special day. Members 
of both bands said they plan to play several popular '80s love 
ballads together although they have not officially chosen any 
songs. 

"It's Valentine's Day, and there's nothing better than '80s 
ballads," Frenulum said. "If they're into it, they will appreci­
ate it." 

This will not be Axes of 
Evil's first performance at 
the 3-B. The band formed 
more than a year ago and 
has played at various ven­
ues in the Bellingham area. 
The band is adding finish­
ing touches to its first 
album, "Married to 
America," which it will 
release at the end of 
February. 

"We're hoping to do a big 
tour, and a small West Coast 
tour for spring break," 

follow Axes of Evil. P h o t ° " " " ^ ° f N e W R e g a r d M e d i a Broad said. 
They're really over the top," Axes T h e b a n d A x e s o f E v i l Performing on June 8, 2003 Styff Anyss is just begin-

By Krissy Gochnour 
The Western Front 

Members of local bands Axes of Evil 
and Styff Anyss said they are expecting 
a large turnout when they play 
Saturday night at the 3-B Tavern to cele­

brate Valentine's Day. 
Axes of 

Evil is a punk 
band that enter­

tains its audience 
with high energy tunes 

accompanied by politically 
influenced lyrics. 

"It seems like a good night to play, 
a night with lots of people out at the 
bars who aren't nestled at home with 
their significant others," Axes of Evil 
guitarist Tim Pennington said. 

Styff Anyss, a local band that 
defines its bar-condensed, arena-rock 
music as a mixture of the bands 
Tenacious D and The Darkness, will 

of Evil lead singer Will Broad said, a* Rumors Cabaret. 
"Very glam-rock." 

The show begins at 10 p.m. Members of both bands recom­
mend arriving early to avoid the crowd since tickets cost only $5. 

Although his band is just starting to play in Bellingham ven­
ues, Styff Anyss lead singer Glans Frenulum said he anticipates 
a good time. 

"It will be a wild and woolly piggyback ride to the limit and 

ning to play the bar scene, 
marking Saturday as its first 

appearance at the 3-B. Television screens, lasers and smoke 
machines, surrounding an 8-by-3-foot sign with their band's 
name on it, fill the stage at the band's performances. Frenulum 
said it is sure to gain the audience's attention. 

"I hope they have a really neat time," Frenulum said. "And 
maybe get laid." 

Movie picks for Valentines Day 

M&1 

m 

Hugs and Kisses 
Valentine Cake 

24 count 

24 count 

§ 

Hershey's Hugs or Hugs 
with almonds 
Hershey's Kisses or Kisses 
with almonds 
Butter or margarine, softened 
Granulated sugar 
Packed light brown sugar 
Vanilla extract 
Eggs - ; , / - ; • - . • • . • , : • . ;> . 
All-purpose flour 
Bakingpowder 
Salt, ' i - y - . : ~ -
Milk . ' - • • . • • •'-• - -

3/4 cup 
2/3xup 
2/3 cup 
11 /2 teaspoon 
3 
2 1 / 2 cups 
2 teaspoon 
1/2 teaspoon 
1 cup 
Frosting * 

1. Heat the oven to 350° F. Grease and flour a 13x9x2-inch 
baking tin. Remove wrappers from all of the Hershey's 
Kisses and Hugs; chop into chunks. 

&J 

H 

By Keith Boiling 
The Western Front 

! A movie might be in order for later on Valentine's D a y Guys out there might be looking 
j for a nice romanic movie that is not considered a "chick flick," and girls m a y also wan t a 
| movie that is not a typical romance. Here is a list of movie suggestions that girls and guys 
f can enjoy 

| "Amelie" (2001) —Audrey Tautou 
| An amazing French movie. It is beautifully filmed, entertaining and has a cool plot. 
I] 

I "10 Things I Hate About You" (1999) — Heath Ledger, Julia Stiles 
|j This is loosely based on Shakespeare's "Taming of the Shrew." It is a little too teen-movie-ish, but it still 
\ is funny. Plus, it was shot in the Seattle area, and that is cool. 

I "The Wedding Singer" (1998) — Adam Sandler, Drew Barrymore 
Little needs to be said about this film. All one needs to mention is Adam Sandler, the '80s and a cameo 

P from Billy Idol. 

| "Don Juan DeMarco" (1995) — Johnny Depp, Marlon Brando 
| This movie includes all you need to learn to become the "greatest lover of all time." It is a possibly life-
Is altering movie but amazingly not well-known. It is semi-steamy at points, so watch accordingly. 
I - > « ^ ~ - " • ..."•"-
| "Beiujgand Joon" (1993) — Johnny Depp 
|i ^ i ^ p e r Johnny Depp gem. The hat scene in the park alone is worth it. 

| "St |§jj | |5allroorn" (1992) — Paul Mercurio, Tara Morjce 
I I ^ ^ ^ l t t l e scary that this movie is about ballroom dancing, but do not worry — it is actually very 

i$ 

a 
2. In a large bowl, beat butter/ granulated sugar, brown §| 

II sugar and vanilla until creamy Add the eggs, one at a £] 
time, beating well after each addition. 

? ' 3. Stir together the flour, baking powder and salt. Add •"' 
•;:• flour mixture alternately with milk to butter mixture, ~; 
[:{ beating well after each addition. Stir in chopped chocolate. 

'r\ 4. Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake 30 to 35 minutes ; 
; f lorimti i toothpick inserted into the center comes out 

Clean. Cool completely in pan on a wire rack. Recipe 
makes 12 to 16 servings. 

,,: *Ffost as desired. Arrange additional chocolate pieces in a » 
£] hearisjwpgontopofcake. [| 

•Compiled by Justin McCaughan. 

ij "Rolnn^Hood: Prince of Thieves" (1991) — Kevin Cosfher, Morgan Freeman, Christian Slater 
|; Havmg this one in here is a little embarrising, but come on, a film that features Bryan Adams' 
| "Everything I do, I do it for you" has to be included in the Valentine's Day list. 

j! "The Princessi Bride" (1987) — Cary Elwes, Robin Wright Perm 
li Funny and romantic, this film has a little bit of everything, even Andre the Giant. 

I "Top Gun" (1987) — Tom Cruise, Val Kilmer, Kelly McGillis 
The death of Goose still brings tears to the eyes, and the "Take My Breath Away" love scene — spicy. 

: "Roxanne" (1987)— Steve Martin, C. D. Bales 
This movie is very funny. With a good romantic plot and plenty of big-nose jokes, Steve Martin does jus­

tice to Edmond Rostand's play "Cyrano De Bergerac." 

"Roman Holiday" (1953) — Audrey Hepburn, Gregory Peck 
Classic rbmance^om the '50s. Grandparents may love it, but it is actually a great film to watch while 

•; holding hands irtfront of a fire after a picnic and a drive in the country. 

O 
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ByEricBerto 
The Western Front 

With the clamp firmly in place on his lip, 
Western sophomore Brandon Feist swallowed hard. 
He inhaled abruptly — but deeply — through his 
nose and then exhaled slowly through his mouth. The needle 
made its way through the spongy flesh of his lower lip, creating a path for his new 
lip ring. 

Feist is one of many people in Bellingham who is choosing an alternative to the 
common ear piercing of the past. Nose, lips, nipples and genitals are all on the 
menu at the five tattoo and piercing shops in Bellingham. But for some, like 
Seattle resident Jerome "J.J." Moiso, th^ thrill lies in more advanced piercings, 
such as the madison (on the front of the neck, between the collar bones), the 
ampallang (horizontally through the head of the penis through the urethra) or the 
corset (a series of rings up the back, tied together with lace or ribbon). 

"Ears and tilings like that are bread and butter," Moiso said. "These (advanced 
piercings) aren't scratches on the surface." 

Moiso, a co-owner of Apocalypse Tattoo in Seattle, takes part in a movement 
called urban primitive, also known as modern primitive. This combines the trib­
al, spiritual aspect of body modification with modern-day techniques. Practices 
such as suspension, where a person is hangs by hooks placed in his or her body, 
scarification and branding are becoming integrated into mainstream society, 
Moiso said. 

"It's like enlightenment," he said. "I think everybody is trying to look inside 
themselves. For some, the pain helps." 

The pain comes from having a hook, or hooks, placed under the skin deep 
enough so that it, or they, will support a person's weight. The person then hangs 
from the hooks for two or three hours. 

"You have to feel it to get it," Moiso said. "It's a badge of honor in some cases." 
Moiso said he is a member of a small Seattle subculture of approximately 20 to 

30 people who practice suspension. The high levels of trust involved with suspen­
sions help people achieve the spiritual quest they are looking for, Moiso said. 

He said it took him more than two years for acquaintances to allow him to par­
ticipate in a suspension. 

"(Suspensions are) family stuff," Moiso said. "It's people who you know and 
trust with your life." 

Moiso said people are constantly pushing the limits of body modification. 
"Td,''rne^'"there"reaIIy•"'•isn't an end to it," he said. "If people want to go to 

extremes, then they have to live with the consequences." 
Some people have taken body modification away from conventional wisdom, 

Photo courtesy of Jerome "JJ." Moiso 
Looking for something unique for Valentine's Day? Try wrapping 
yourself with ribbon. A female client at Apocalypse Tattoo in Seattle 
gets a variation of the corset piercing. This is a piercing where large 
rings, usually on the back, are tied together with ribbon. 

this lifestyle do it for themselves. They don't want to be the sheep 
— they want to be the black sheep." 

Society has been increasingly accepting of those with pierc­
ings, Polinder said. 

"Only loose women and gypsies had pierced ears (30 years 
ago)," he said. 

He said society approves of body modifications because of peo­
ple's innate desire to add beautiful items to their bodies. 

"(This) is a progression of a basic need to adorn ourselves," 
Polinder said. 

Despite these advancements society has yet to become recep­
tive to all these practices, he said. 

"Try to get a loan or go to a (professonal) meeting — it ain't 
cool," he said. 

Cartman Malice, a piercer at Old School Tattoo in Bellingham, 
said people are losing touch with the tribal tradition of piercing 
and tattooing. 

"It's cool that more people are getting pierced, but it's killing off 
the tradition," Malice said. 

Malice said the bulk of his clientele are college students looking 
to push their personal limits by having a piercing that most of 
society would label as odd. 

"For the most part, it's college kids looking to do something 
extreme but not too extreme," he said. 

For Moiso, the pain endured during a piercing is a way to 
achieve the goals of getting in touch with oneself. 

"It's like enlightenment," he said. "It's better for yourself if you 
learn from yourself." 

Photos by Justin McCaughan/The Westen Front 
Western sophomore Brandon Feist gets his lip pierced at 
Camden Chameleon on Tuesday. An increasing number 
of college students are getting less-traditional piercings. 

Moiso said. People have amputated digits and implanted horns 
in their foreheads, and men have sliced open their scrotums to 
remove testicles. 

Bryan Polinder, owner of Bellingham's Kalamalka Studios, 
.said people who commit themselves to these types of body 
modifications are lifestylers, which means they will continue to 

do it for the rest of their lives. Lifestylers are not yet present in 
Bellingham, and he said he does not expect the modern primitive 

movement to make its way to the city because of 
^Bellingham's small size. 

"For me, it's a lifestyle commitment because 
we do look different than anyone else," Moiso said. 

'Living in the Northwest, it's a great thing. The people who have 



SPORTS 
www.westernfrontonline.com The Western Front February 13, 2004 • 10 

FOOTBALL 

Season-opener could be Smith's 100th win 

MEN'S GOLF 

Vikings beat Saints by two strokes in spring opener 
The Western men's golf team's 286 was enough to defeat Saint Martin's College Tuesday 
at the Olympia Country Club. Western sophomores Luke Bennet and Tim Feenstra each 

Diggs' career high secures Jackson's 350th win 
By Jelena Washington 

The Western Front 
High percentage shooting 

and a productive bench served 
Brad Jackson, the Western 
men's basketball head coach; 
his 350th career win-Thursday 
at Carver Gym. 

The Vikings stomped the 
Seattle University Redhawks 
91-69. 

"The win is a nice milestone, 
and I feel fortunate to have been 
coaching here for as long as I 
have," said Jackson, who is 
coaching his 19th season at 
Western. "It feels gratifying, and 
I have a great support system 
around me. in the athletic 
department." 

The Vikings allowed the 
Redhawks a one-point lead in 
the first two minutes of the 
game, but a jumper by sopho­
more guard Grant Dykstra 
secured the Vikings a lead that 
stretched until the final buzzer. 

Three-point shots fell effort­
lessly from the hands of Vikings 

players as they knocked down 
eight in the first 15 minutes. 
Sophomore guard Ryan Diggs 
had a career-high 27 points, 
leading the team in scoring. 

"Ryan focused tonight and 
was taking shots at all the right 
times," Jackson said. 

Late in the first half, in an 
effort to slow a 30-8 Western 
run/Seattle came out with a full-
court press that the Vikings 
players easily dribbled and 
passed their way through. 

"The press worked to our 
advantage, and my players' eyes 
light up when teams try and 
press us," Jackson said. 

Sophomore guard Kyle 
Jackson said pressure works 
well with the type of game 
Western plays. 

"The other team's style 
slowed us down, so we were 
glad (when) they started to 
press us during the second 
half," he said. 

The Redhawks tried to keep 
pace in the second half, but the 
ViMngs kept a strong lead. 

"Our style is running, and we 
play better when the pace is 
fast," Western senior guard 
Jason Burrell said. 

Foul trouble put Burrell on the 
pine early in the game, but Kyle 
Jackson stepped up and scored 
10 points off the bench. 

Freshman forward Lukas 
Henne had 11 bench points after 
junior center Rod Picou 
received two fouls within the 
first six minutes. 

Dykstra recorded a double-
double with 10 points and 10 
rebounds. Six-foot-7-inch junior 
forward Craig Roosendaal added 
11 points. 

"It does not matter if I played 
or not — our bench is deep 
enough to handle it," Burrell 
said. "The team played well 
from tip-off to the final buzzer." 

Coach Jackson said his bench 
is key to the team's success 
because any one of the players 
could be starters. 

The Vikings improved to 8-4 

S E E ^ k e s > E A G E 1 2 

Chris Taylor/The Western Front 
Western sophomore guard Ryan Diggs sizes up Seattle 
University freshman guard Ryan Webb on Thursday at 
Carver Gym^Dig<gs?s^ore^^ 

High school stars would be sidelined in the NFL 
Matt 

Hietala 

COMMENTARY 

While the first high school player to 
declare himself eligible for the NFL draft 
will make headlines in every paper 
throughout the country in the near future, 
his impact on the league will be minimal. 

A federal judge ruled two weeks ago 
that the league could not prevent 20-year-
old former Ohio State University running 
back Maurice Clarett, or any other young 
player, from entering this year's draft 
despite the fact that he was not yet the 
NFL's required three years removed from 
high school. While the NFL is appearing 
this ruling, it should not bother. 

Some players will succeed, such as 
spectacular college players like Larry 
Fitzgerald, who broke a handful of 

records during two seasons as a 
University of Pittsburgh wide reciever. 
Prep stars, on the other hand, will not. 

Prep football superstars salivate at the 
thought of leap-frogging college and head­
ing straight into the pros, but this ruling 
will not change much about the NFL. 

Former prep stars have excelled at mak­
ing the jump to the pros in other sports, 
including LeBron James' much publicized 
move to the NBA, but professional foot; 
ball is not the same. Football is a physical -
game in which players build their lives 
around growing stronger and faster. 
Stringbeans like Kevin Garnett, who lept 
from high school to the NBA nine years 
ago, need not apply. 

These prepsters looking to jump 
straight to the NFL have not had the 
proper physical and mental development, 
such as learning how to take a hit and the 
proper tackling angles. Once drafted, 
they likely will spend their first handful 
of years on the scout team. Instead of 
developing their skills on Saturdays in 

front of national television audiences, 
these athletes would spend those would-
be glory days with football machines 
pummeling them. 

The professional players would rise to 
the top at training camp, and poor Johnny 
Prepster would be forgotten. Along with 
Johnny Prepster's body, the only thing 
hurting would be the elite college football 
program that missed out on a few years of 
Heisman Trophy hype. 

Exceptions will surely arise from the 
high school ranks. A few prep superstars 
will make their mark. But those players 
will come along with great rarity. These 
young, hot-shot adolescents are not ready 
to compete with men who "play" to sup­
port their children. Dominating brace-
faced, pimpled 15- and 16-year-olds is not 
quite the same. 

Consider that while young Johnny 
Prepster is waking up to his customary 
bowl of Fruit Loops, All-Pro linebacker 
Ray Lewis' personal cook is preparing a 
protein-packed breakfast specifically 

catered to his training. 
As Johnny Prepster dozes in his 10 a.m. 

pre-algebra class, Oakland's future Hall of 
Famer Jerry Rice has just finished his sec­
ond set of a dozen 100-yard sprints. 

Loafing through P.E. class, Johnny 
Prepster is thinking about Sweet Suzy 
from math class while the Chiefs' Pro Bowl 
tight end Tony Gonzalez is sweating 
through another round of computer-engi­
neered weight-training sessions. 

While they both hit the field for prac­
tice at'2:30 p.m., the prep star and his 
NFL counterparts obviously have not 
prepared their bodies in the same way. 

Johnny Prepster is still a high school 
student dealing with history tests and 
book reports. 

After a few weeks as the team's tackling 
dummy and No. 7 running back, Johnny 
Prepster will wish he had enrolled in that 
college that wanted him so badly. Instead, 
he finds himself on. the sidelines of an 
NFL game, his impact only felt by the 
water cooler. 
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Track and field prepares for spring season indoors 
By Charlotte Chandler 

The Western Front 

The air was slightly stuffy. 
Muscles were tense, and noise 
was constant. Sprinters sporadi­
cally circled the track, and ath­
letes gathered throughout the 
University of Washington's 
Dempsey Indoor Field. 

This is what Western junior 
thrower Kim Radke said she 
experienced when competing in 
her first indoor track meet Jan. 
18 at the UW. 

In an effort to perform at a 
high level from the start of the 
season, members of Western's 
track and field team participated 
in the Husky Indoor Preview 
meet series. 

"It's a different atmosphere," 
Radke said. "It seems like there's 
a lot more people and a very 
small area that we're all confined 
to. The track is right next to the 
throwing area, so there is a lot of 
distractions from that." 

Radke competed in the Jan. 18 
and Feb. 1 indoor previews. She 
placed eighth in the weight 
throw at the second meet. This 
past season, she qualified to 
compete in the 2003 discus and 
hammer throw at the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
championships, although she 
does not focus on the discus in 
practice. 

"I don't have too many goals 
for the discus, but I plan to go to 

Charlotte Chandler/The Western Front 
Western freshman Lindsey Cox refines her high-jump technique while practicing on the 
turf field next to the Wade King Student Recreation Center. 

conference for it, as weil as the 
shot (put) and hammer," she 
said. "I just do (discus) for 
points. Ihave personal goals for 
the other two." 

This is the first season 
Western's track team, which con­
sists of approximately 55 men 
and 60 women, has competed in 
indoor events, coach Kelvin "Pee 
Wee" Halsell said. 

The indoor previews helped 
prepare the team for the upcom­
ing season opener on March 6, 
Halsell said. 

"It's a matter of going and 

seeing what the other team has," 
he said. 

Western sophomore jumper 
Paul Danforth placed third in 
the men's long jump Feb. 1. He 
said he anticipates a season of 
improved personal records. 

"I think we have a lot more 
depth this year," Danforth said. 
"I think all our jumpers will go 
to' conference. We work hard 
every day, so it's bound to pay 
off. By the time outdoor season 
comes, we'll already have a few 
meets under our belts." 

As of Monday's GNAC 

indoor standings, SPU and 
Western Oregon women owned 
three of the top-four positions in 
the high and long jump. 

Halsell said Western's main 
rivals are Western Oregon, 
Seattle Pacific and Central 
Washington universities. 

Western Oregon's women 
also maintain the top three spots 
in the shot put and 20-pound 
weight throw. 

Standings from this season's 
indoor meets also show that 
Central and Western Oregon 
men's teams dominating the 55-

meter dash, with Central hold­
ing the top six rankings. 

Those schools also maintain 
the top three positions in the 35-
pound weight throw and the top 
five in the shot put. 

Western sophomore sprinter 
Dustin Wilson competed in the 
400-meter relay and placed first 
in the men's 60-meter hurdles 
Jan. 18. 

He had to miss the second 
meet because of a sore leg, but he 
said he has high expectations for 
the running team, which should 
compete well this season because 
of returning sprinters and new, 
young runners. 

The men's 1,600-meter relay 
team placed first Feb. 1. 
"We're usually above average 

but not on top, so we're expect­
ing big things from these guys," 
he said. 

Western sophomore jumper 
Amy Kruckeberg placed second 
in the high jump Feb. 1. She said 
she enjoys indoor meets because 
weather is not a factor. 

"You don't have to worry 
about hail," she said. 

Kruckeberg has a slightly dif­
ferent opinion of the high jump 
team than her sprinting team­
mates have about the runners. 

"It's the beginning of the sea­
son, so there's room for everyone 
to improve," Kruckeberg said. 

The first home meet for the 
team will be March 6 at 10 a.m. 
at Civic Stadium. 
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'Shark's' bite will not hinder Wie's game 

iifHHUHBlli 

Gil 
Ventura 

COMMENTARY 

Michelle Wie, a 14-year-old female golf 
prodigy, stands 6 feet tall and consistently 
drives a golf ball 300 yards. At the Sony 
Open, a PGA event, Wie missed the final cut 
by just one stroke. 

Despite Wie's impressive accolades, the man 
they call "the shark," Greg Norman, altogeth­
er denounced the possibility of women play­
ing in a men's tournament while preparing for 
the Heineken Classic in Melbourne, Australia. 

What Norman failed to realize is that Wie's 
participation in men's tournaments benefits 
the game. ;. ,- • 

Norman; made the comments in response to 
the appearance of Laura Davies, a U.S. Ladies 
Professional Golf Association player, in the 
ANZ championship. On Thursday, Davies 
was the first woman to appear in a European-
and Australian-sanctioned PGA event. 

"I think the situation is more of a marketing 
ploy than anything else," Norman said. "If 
the girls come out and think they can play 
against the guys and fail every time, that can't 
be very positive." 

Wie is the youngest player to compete in 
a PGA tour event and nearly became the 
first female to make the final cut in a men's 
competition since Babe Didrikson Zaharias 
in 1945. 

In her short professional career, Wie's 
impact on the game has been tremendous. At 

13, she competed at the 2003 Kraft Nabisco 
Championship and reached the final pairings 
alongside Annika Sorenstam and eventual 
winner Patricia Meunier-Lebouc. 

Wie became the youngest player to win the 
U.S. Women's Amateur Public Links later in 
the year. 

At the Sony Open, Wie averaged 270 yards 
off the tee, which was just less than the tour­
nament average of 301.9 yards. 

She will transcend the game of golf. She 
has the skill, talent and persona to become a 
star. At such a young age with so much 
potential, she may ascend to the same level in 
golf as Babe Ruth, Muhammad Ali and 
Michael Jordan did in their respective sports. 

Wie's mighty swing could "capture the 
world's imagination. .r 

"When you see her hit a golfball, there's 
nothing that prepares yo^iforjlf;/. said Fred 
Couples, the 1994 P G A i j ^ ^ p l a y e r of the 
year> in Golf World magazine. "It's just the 
scariest thing you've ever seen." 

Wie brings energy, urgency and badly-
needed diversity to a sport that has not seen 
this leyel of enthusiasm'.: since Tiger Woods 
won the 1997 Masters tournament. 
. The PGA, notorious for its racist and elitist 
past, has been slow to embrace societal 
change. Until 1961, the PGA's "Caucasian 
clause" prohibited minorities from joining. In 
1990, the PGA selected the Shoal Creek 
Country Club, located in Birmingham, Ala., 
as the site for the PGA Championship. Its 
founder generated controversy by saying the 
club would not be forced into allowing black 
members to play its course. Under pressure 
from the PGA, the club eventually changed 
its policy. 

In 1991, the Augusta National Golf Club 
allowed its first black member, Ronald 
Townsend, former president of the Gannett 
Television Group, to join since its inception 
in 1933. Since Townsend, the club has only 
admitted only one other black member and 
no women. 

The fact that diversity in golf has increased 
the sport's popularity is no coincidence. 

At the same time, Norman also said Wie 
may become a victim of the overwhelming 
pressures of becoming a professional athlete 
at a young age. 

"I'd be very concerned for. her that she 
doesn't get burnt out at such a young age," 
Norman said. 

In essence, Norman is cautious of Wie's 
youth. He does not understand, however, 
that Wie is not a child. After all, children do 
not tie U.S. Open champions, such as fifth-
ranked Jim Furyk, in competitions. 

Wie has every right to condition her game 
against the best competition. She should not 
have to compete against inferior opponents 
when she is capable of defeating the best. 

Norman said the men's tour should 
address the issue of women playing in PGA 
tournaments with rule changes. 

With the recent influx of women playing on 
men's tours, the men's tour has every right to 
vote to exclude women from their playing 
field — it would be a shame to deny a once-in-
a-generation talent like Wie her full potential. 

If Norman believes that a 14-year-old girl 
playing golf damages the sanctity of his 
sport, then he is misguided. Wie, along with 
other women, has the skill and the athletic 
ability to compete with men. Wie is not a 
novelty or a "a marketing ploy." 

Vikes: Up next: 
Western faces 
NW Nazarene 
Continued from Page 10 

in the Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference and 14-7 overall. 

The team is 10th in the NCAA 
Division II West Region rank­
ings this week, dropping from 
the No. 7 spot in the past week's 
rankings. 

Western plays Northwest 
Nazarene University at 3 p.m. 
Saturday at Carver Gym. 
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www.westernfront 

fTHE*FACTOHY 
$1/3 Bud pints/pitchers & $2/6 micro pints/pitchers 

Everyday t | 8 

$1.50 Weils 
Monday Thursday til 10 1C 

Looking For a New Apartment? 
Look No Further Than Apex! 
We are the Premier Agency for College Rentals. 

We have a wide selection of clean and affordable apartments, homes, and duplexes. 
Most of our properties are less than 4 years old and include 

washers/dryers/dishwasher. 

Studios: 
PEX 

P R O P E R T Y iS/ i /MMAOEIVtElsn; I N C . 

Do you 
have stuff? 

want to sell it? 

Advertise in the Western Front 650-3161 

$ 5 0 0 , B R A N D N E W ; washer/dryer/dishwasher 

$ 5 3 5 , 1 year old; washer/dryer/dishwasher 

$ 5 7 5 , B R A N D NEWjgarage/washer/dtyer/dishwasher/microwave 

$ 6 0 0 - $ 6 7 5 , Under Construction; washer/dryer/dishwasher 

$ 5 5 0 , 4 yrs old; dishwasher; on site laundry; walk to WWU 

$ 5 5 0 , 2 yrs old; washer/dryer/dishwasher; in the heart of downtown 

$ 6 1 5 , B R A N D N E W ; garage/washer/dryer/dishwasher/microwave 

$ 6 7 5 , Under Construction', • washer/dryer/dishwasher 

$ 6 5 0 - $ 8 0 0 , Under Construction; washer/dryer/dishwasher; 
covered parking 

139 Prince Aye; 
607 Holly Street; 
3518 NW Ave; 
500 Tremont; 

One Bedrooms: 

303 32nd Street; 
1304 Railroad Ave; 
3518 NW Ave; 
500 Tremont; 
1015 N State Street; 

Two Bedrooms: 

2 3 2 0 Valenc ia ; $ 6 5 0 , 4-plex; washer/dryer/dishwasher; new carpet/vinyl/paint 

2 7 1 9 W MapleWOOd; $ 6 7 5 , 1 year old; garage/washer/dryer/dishwasher; townhouse style 

139 / 135 P r i n c e A v e ; $ 6 9 5 , B R A N D N E W ; washer/dryer/dishwasher 

2 3 0 3 2 n d Street ; $ 7 2 5 , B R A N D NEW; walk to WWU; washer/dryer/dishwasher; 
breakfast bar 

1-015 N Sta te St reet ; $ 6 5 0 - 1 , 0 2 5 ; Under Construction; washer/dryer/dishwasher/ 
covered parking 

Three Bedrooms: 

9 2 5 2 1 St St reet ; $ 8 0 0 ; walk to WWU; washer/dryer/dishwasher; new carpet/vinyl 

2 2 4 3 M i c h i g a n Street ; $ 1 , 0 5 0 ; 2 yrs old; washer/dryer/dishwasher; 2-car garage; DUPLEX 

Call Apex Property Management for farther information at 360-527-9829. 
We are located at 2821 Meridian Street (across from Haggens next to Brown's Beauty Supply). 
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Government should pu 
liilllliiili^ 

Jokes about Martha Stewart decorating 
jail cells with throw pillows and fresh 
flowers flooded the media before her trial 
even began. 

People should ignore the media's nega­
tive portrayal of Stewart and give her a 
fair chance to prove herself innocent of the 
charges. 

Stewart faces allegations that broker 
Douglas Faneuil gave her a tip that 
ImClone Systems Inc. executives were sell­
ing the company's stock, according to court 
documents. This inside information sup­
posedly gave Stewart an unfair advantage. 

Stewart's empire is known for apple pies 
and valentines made to perfection. This 
annoyed one too many Americans, making 
her an easy target for the accusations. While 
Stewart's loyal fans appreciate the near-per­
fection she achieves, others resent the suc­
cessful businesswoman. 

By selling 3,928 ImClone shares in 

December 2001 for $58 per share, Stewart 
made approximately $230,000, according 
to court documents. If she sold the stock 
the day after she allegedly received the tip, 
Stewart would have made approximately 
$180,000, a difference of roughly $50,000, 
according to court documents. 

The $50,000 she made by selling the 
stock early was pennies compared to 
Stewart's net worth, which Forbes maga­
zine estimated at $650 million. 

The scrutiny has cost her far more than 
the trade. Her company's stock has lost 
value, and her reputation has suffered 
incalculable damage. 

Federal prosecutors did not actually 
accuse Stewart of criminal insider-trading 
charges, according to court documents. 
Instead, she is on trial for six counts: One 
count of conspiracy for allegedly working 
with her stockbroker to make false state­
ments denying insider trading, three counts 
of false statements denying insider trading, 
one count of obstruction of justice and one 
count of securities fraud on the basis that 
she deceived her shareholders while trying 
to maintain her reputation, according to 
court documents. 

SEE Stewart, PAGE 15 

Aaron 
Apple 

COMMENTARY 

While President George W. Bush is 
busy fighting the war against terrorism, 
the government desperately needs to 
fight a war against corporate crime. The 
finances of big businesses need better 
monitoring to prevent these crimes. Too 
much money has been lost, and those 
who have dorte the damage have not suf­
fered the consequences: 

"The malignancy of corporate corrup­
tion threatens more than the future of a 
few companies," U.S. Attorney General 
John Ashcroft said at a news conference in 
September. "It destroys workers' incomes, 
decimates families' savings and casts a 
shadow on the health, integrity and good 
name of American business itself." 

Undoubtedly, corporate crime is hurt­
ing the economy of the United States and 
its people. 

According to a Jan. 26 Reuters article, 
MCI, also known as WorldCom, avoided 

paying state taxes from 1998 to 2001, and 
the company went bankrupt. MCI is now 
able to sue former chief executive Bernard 
Ebbers, former accountant Arthur 
Andersen LLP and Citigroup Inc. for their 
roles in the $11 billion accounting scandal. 

The roughly $200 billion lost in MCI's 
implosion would be impossible to repay to 
shareholders, even if MCI took action. If 
the shareholders cannot be repaid, then 
the government needs to severely punish 
those responsible for the loss. 

Enron, the former energy giant and sev­
enth largest firm in the United States/paid 
no income tax between 1996 and 1999. U.S. 
Rep. Ted Strickland said in a February 
2001 statement that Enron gave 4,000 of its 
former employees $4,500 after they lost 
their jobs to help them through the transi­
tion period before finding other jobs. Some 
of these people had invested heavily in 
Enron stock and are losing money. 

The consequences of the Enron scandal 
are immeasurable and will continue to 
affect people for generations. 

The fact that someone who has received 
a conviction for marijuana possession 
could be sitting in jail, while Ebbers, who 

SEE Deception, PAGE 15 
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Frontline 
Credit-card companies should stop using misleading 

tactics to take advantage of college students 

With their tables strategically placed in Red Square and their mar­
keting ploys intact, credit-card companies lure students into apply­
ing for credit cards while hiding astronomical interest rates in the 
fine print. 

The bait includes frequent-flier miles, magazine subscriptions 
and those $5 fake-Oakley sunglasses one can buy at the state fair. 
Unfortunately, college students throughout the United States are 
biting. 

This practice must stop because these companies are bleeding the 
green out of helpless students while contributing to a nationwide 
debt problem. 

Students double their credit-card debt and triple the number of 
cards in their wallet between the time they arrive on campus and the 
time they graduate, according to the CBS News Web site. In addi­
tion, by the time college students reach their senior years, 31 percent 
carry a credit balance of $3,000 to $7,000, according to the site. 

Credit-card companies do not seem to care about student debt, 
since college freshmen receive an average of eight credit card offers 
in their first semester, according to the site. 

College students should not have to worry about paying off their 
tab at The Royal or that $120 pink vest from The North Face — they 
should be worried about studying so they can pass their classes. 

Good credit is crucial to financial success after graduation. Major 
purchases, such as a car or house, require a strong credit rating. By 
sucking students into debt, credit-card companies are leading stu­
dents down the well-trodden path to bankruptcy. 

In the first nine months of 2003, approximately 1.3 million people in 
the United States filed for bankruptcy, according to the American 
Bankruptcy Institute. As a result of this financial crisis, debt counsel­
ing companies and credit repair services have sprouted up across the 
United States, including five organizations in Whatcom County. These 
companies make money from the inexperience of college students 
who do not think to read the fine print on credit-card applications. 

Many argue that when people turn 18, they have reached a cer­
tain elevated level of responsibility. After all, if they are responsible 
enough to vote, gamble and serve in the military, they should be 
able to handle credit cards. But many of these young men and 
women have not lived long enough to gain the experience to make 
smart financial decisions. 

Credit-card companies need to realize the practice of preying on 
financially inexperienced college students is unethical and causes 
problems that cannot be easily fixed. The Federal Trade 
Commission or some other body need's to impose stricter regula­
tions on credit-card companies to prevent them from ensnaring stu­
dents in contracts that gouge them with late fees and interest rates 
as high as 30 percent. 

Until this happens, students need to avoid the bait so they do not 
become financially gutted. 

Frontlines are the opinion of The Western Front editorial board: Jeremy 
Edwards, Josh Dumond, Mugs Scherer, Cari Lyle, Jenny Zuvela, Ben 
Arnold, Shanna Green, Porfirio Vena, Keith Boiling, Justin McCaughan, 
Jenny Maag, Matt DeVeau, Matt McDonald and Bonnie Coe. 
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And we quote: 
a {Do not mistake activity for achievement/' 

—John Wooden 

France should not ban religious clothini 
Jelena 

Washington 

COMMENTARY 

France has experienced reli­
gious strife within its public 
school system for years, and 
members of the national govern­
ment believe they have found 
the answer to their troubles: a 
bah against all religious clothing 
and symbols. 

Religiously segregated cafe­
terias and disturbances by 
opinionated, religious students 
are not valid reasons for France 
to ban religious apparel and 
symbols in public schools, and 
this action will only worsen the 
students' problems. 

The French National Assembly 

voted 494 to 36 Tuesday to ban 
religious wear in public schools. 
The Upper Chamber must also 
approve the ban in March. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac said the ban will include 
"ostensibly" religious symbols, 
such as Muslim headscarves, 
large Christian crosses and Jewish 
skullcaps. The consequences for 
violating the ban will range from 
a first-time warning to suspension 
or even expulsion. 

Minister of National 
Education Luc Ferry said this 
law would extend past religious 
garb and will force students to 
attend physical education and 
human reproductive classes. 

French teachers have com­
plained about students using 
religion as an excuse to skip 
physical education, or Muslim 
girls boycotting human repro­
ductive lessons because they are 

too graphic. 
This still is no reason for a ban 

to be enacted. It does not matter 
what the students are wearing 
because their values will stay the 
same. French teachers should be 
able to enforce whether students 
will attend classes without such a 
ban. The government should 
instead make a law to prevent 
students from using religion as an 
excuse. It would make the gov­
ernment seem less reactionary. 

If anything, the uproar from 
Muslim students will heighten 
after the ban is put into effect in 
September. Distraught Muslims 
have taken to the streets in 
Baghdad and Beirut, Lebannon, 
protesting the ban. 

France has Western Europe's 
highest Muslim population of 
approximately 5 million. The 

SEE France, PAGE 16 

Clinton, Gorbachev show Grammys are useless 

Wolfgang 
Deerkop 

ON THE 
ROCKS 

In an effort to prove the only 
thing easier than winning a 
Grammy is catching bird flu in a 
Vietnamese chicken market, the 
Grammy committee has started 
to give away the once-coveted 
trophies like party favors at a 5-
year-old's birthday party. 

For those who did not make it 
past the hour-long ovations for 
Beyonce, former President Bill 
Clinton and Mikhail Gorbachev, 
the last Russian dictator, have 
joined the ranks of those two 
guys from Milli Varolii — not as 
has-beens, but as Grammy 
award-winning artists. 

Clinton and Gorbachev 

received the award in the "best 
spoken word album for chil­
dren" category for their contri­
butions to an audio recording of 
"Peter and the Wolf," made to 
commemorate the 50th anniver­
sary of the death of the work's 
composer, Sergey Prokofiev. 

For any who have not brushed 
up on global politics lately, 
Gorbachev is the old Russian 
guy with a crimson birthmark 
covering most of his head, 
Clinton is the young American 
guy who at times had an intern 
covering his head and Prokofiev 
was a Russian composer who 
apparently created "Peter and 
the Wolf." . 
. Incredibly, Bill is not the first 
Clinton to receive a Grammy. In 
addition to past award winner 
George Clinton, the coke-
addled Parliament/Funkadelic 
frontman, former first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton won a 

best spoken word Grammy in 
1996 for an audio recording of 
her book "It Takes a Village." 

Hillary also received nomina­
tion this year for another audio 
reading, this time for her newest 
book, the autobiography "Living. 
History." She lost, however, to 
fellow uber4iberal Al Franken, 
who wrote "Lies and the Lying 
Liars Who Tell Them: A Fair and 
Balanced Look at the Right." 

I do not understand the allure 
of listening to Hillary gloat 
about her lifetime of academic 
and political achievements. Let's 
face it, the only reason anyone 
bought the second book was to 
see if she was going to dish any 
dirt on Bill's indiscretions with 
his cigar collection. 

The worst part of this scenario 
is that awards for the best spoken 
word album for children are a 

SEE Grammys, PAGE 15 
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Deception: Inquiry should be faster 
Continued from Page 13 

was connected with the $11 bil­
lion loss, is sitting at home is not 
fair. The $11 billion is affecting 
more people; therefore, the judi­
cial system should punish "cor­
porate criminals'' more swiftly 
and severely than marijuana 
possessors. 

Some would argue that because 
the cases are so complicated, 
authorities should take time to 
thoroughly investigate and 
ensure that the charged are guilty. 
Conspiracy cases often involve 
many people working for differ­
ent agencies or corporations. 

The government should con­
duct a thorough investigation, 

but it does not seem fair to let 
someone who has been con­
nected to such a large-scale 
crime go free for so long. The 
government needs to take 
action to prevent these crimes 
from happening. 

Americans look differently at 
these crimes than others. Street 
and violent crimes directly affect 
many people, and they often 
receive the most attention on the 
nightly news. Because of the 
other recent scandals, the govern­
ment should start paying more 
attention to large corporations. 
They should monitor companies' 
finances better to make sure they 
are not cutting corners and hurt­
ing the nation's economy. 

Grammys: Album notes are not worthy of an award 

in historic IFair^aeen 

Great fWJ, Qrwtt Value 

1224 Karris GLvenixe, ISellingham, &)fl 98225 

Teh 360-312-5050 

Continued from Page 14 

shining beacon of artistic integrity 
when compared to categories 
such as best album notes, or the 
best polka album. 

I have seen some cool album 
notes in my time, but none of 
them deserve a Grammy, and no 

actual Americans listen to polka 
music except Weird Al Yankovic 
and a small band of convales­
cents living in retirement homes 
in rural Wisconsin. Polka's time 
has come and gone, and it 
should be shunned, defiled and 
ignored like the "Macarena" and 
swing music. 

While it was nice of the 
Grammy committee to give 
Gorbachev another award to 
keep his Nobel Prize company, 
the industry needs to stop pan­
dering to the rich and famous 
and start acknowledging artists 
who work day and night to enter­
tain music lovers worldwide. 

Stewart: Prosecution seems to be targeting media star 
because of who she is, not what she may have done 
Continued from Page 13 

Basically, she allegedly lied to 
prosecutors about a crime they 
cannot prove she committed. 
She is on trial for the mere act of 
publicly proclaiming her inno­
cence, a declaration the U.S. 
Constitution protects but one 
prosecutors describe as fraud 
against her shareholders. 

These circumstances are curi­
ous, and it does look suspicious 
that Stewart's daughter dated 
Sam Waksal, the former chief 
executive officer of biotech com­
pany ImClone. Waksal allegedly 
alerted family and friends, 
including Stewart's broker 
Faneuil, of his plans for ImClone. 

Though this raises questions, 
Stewart hardly benefited from the 
trade, whether or not she was 
aware of what was going to hap­
pen to the stocks. 

Being a former stockbroker, 
Stewart probably was well aware 
of the implications of insider 
trading. Not only has her name 
taken a pounding, she now faces 
30 years in prison and more than 
$1 million in fines if found guilty 
of all the charges. 

Perhaps people are jealous and 
want to see Stewart fail. She has 
created a vast media empire 
under the Martha Stewart Living 
Omriimedia Co., which incorpo­
rates the Martha Stewart Living 
magazine, the Martha By Mail 

catalog, the "Martha Stewart 
Living" and "In Martha's 
Kitchen" television shows, her 
regular segments on U.S. morn­
ing shows, her many books, her 
paint line and her Kmart line. 

Stewart's legal complications 
seem minor compared to the 
alleged misdeeds of other large 
corporations, such as Enron. 

Stewart's lawyers have sug­
gested that she was targeted 
because she is a successful 
woman in a man's world. 

In general, many Americans 
seem to have subscribed to the 
belief that success calls for an 
equal serving of hate. Stewart is a 
prime example of a person who 
is attacked for her success. 

P R E G N A N T ? CONSIDER YOUR CHOICES 

We can help... 
• Free Counseling 
• Complete Adoption Services 

Open Adoption - A Loving Choice 
Choose & meet your child's family 

Medical Care Referral 
Confidentially Assured 

Your Needs Come First! 
call Lindsay at (360) 733-6042 

Are Your BRAKES making noise? 
We have a FREE brake inspection that you 

should get every 30,000 miles. 

10% discount with Student ID 

Prime Tune & Brakes 
in Sunset Square 

671-2277 

WESTERN 
FRONT 

: CLASSIFIEDS : 
SELL! ! 

650-3161 
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WESTERN FRONT CLASSIFIEDS 

GMC BED Barn 280 new and used beds 
in stock 6520 Guide Meridian Rd 11-
5pm Thurs-Sat call George at 398-2771. 

ROOM FOR rent 1 block from WWU all 
girl rooming house call Joyce 371-3717. 

SMALL STUDIO $435/mo near trails 
pets ok water/sewer/garbage plus lights 
paid 221 Chuckanut #7 734-9717. 

SMALL 1 bdrm $490/mo & large 1 or 2 
bdrm $600/mo near WWU 916 N. 
Garden 1&4 734-9717. 

104 BAYSEDE Place $1200 3 bdrm large 
garage large yard wash/dryer pets nego­
tiable 734-9717 

1 RM avail, in lg. 4 bdrm house 2 story 
house 2 car garage deck. W/D 2 _ bth 
dishwsh $316/mo includes w/s/g avail. 
3/1 call 360-739-7474. 

1 BDRM avail, in 3 bdrm duplex double 
car garage 2bth W/D/D off Alabama 
$300/mo no deposit req. avail, now call 
360-224^718. 

HHBHHHII 
GET PAID for your opinions! Earn $15-
$125 and more per survey! www.paidon-
linesurveys.com. 

ROOMMATE WANTED 

FEMALE WANTED to share 2BD, 
1BA new apt W/D, dishwasher $330/mo 
close to campus 739-7840. 

Fundraiser. Contact CampusFundraiser, 
(888) 923-3238, or visit www.campus-
fundraiser.com 

CAMPS 

WANTED 

BARTENDER TRAINEES Needed 
$250/day potential. Local positions 1-
800-293-3985 x227. 

POSITION WORKS in a technical 
capacity assisting in the operation of the 
City's government/education access cable 
tv station; operating cameras for public 
mtgs. & other field production, & editing 
equipment to create final programming. 
REQ's: One year of experience in video 
production work req'd, AA degree in 
Communication, Radio/Television or 
related field desired. Position will work 
approx. 8-16 hours/wk. Must be avail­
able to work Mon evenings, 6:30 pm -
10:00 pm. Applications are available City 
Hall, 210 Lottie St., Bellingham, WA 
98225 or (360) 676-6855, ext. 599. 
Closes: 2/20/04, 5 pm EOE 

$450 GROUP Fundraiser Scheduling 
Bonus. 4 hours of your group's time 
PLUS our free (yes, free) fundraising 
solutions EQUALS $1,000-$2,000 in 
earnings for your group. Call TODAY for 
a $450 bonus when you schedule your 
non-sales fundraiser with Campus 

THE BEST SUMMER EVER! CAMP 
STARLIGHT, a co-ed residential camp 
located in N.E. Pennsylvania (just 2 _ hrs 
from NYC) seeks mature and enthusias­
tic individuals to be general counselors 

• and specialists in athletics, waterfront, 
outdoor adventure (ropes course) and art. 
Join our staff from all over the world and 
enjoy the perfect balance of work and 
FUN! ON CAMPUS INTERVIEWS 
FEB 23. Check out our website at 
www.capmstarHght.com and for more 
information call 1-877-875-3971 or 
email info@campstarlight.com 

SUMMER CAMP Jobs! Counselors 
needed for a top summer camp in beauti­
ful Maine. Top Salary, room, board, laun­
dry, clothing and travel (airfare) provid­
ed. Must love working with young peo­
ple and have skills in one of our activity 
areas of: sports, swimming, horseback 
riding (English), drama, dance, sailing, 
gymnastics, tennis, or water ski. Also 
available are office positions and early 
childcare specialists. Camp dates June 
16th-August 12th. Come see us at 
www.campvega.com. Apply on our web­
site! Fill out the on-line application. E-
mail us at camp_vega@yahoo.com or 
call us at 1-800-993-8342 to get more 
information. We'll be on WWU campus 
Feb. 23rd VU Room #460 from 10-3 
for interviews and information. No 
appt. necessary. 

SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS 
ON CAMPUS INTERVIEWS FOR 
PREMIER CAMPS IN MASSACHU­
SETTS. Positions available for talented, 

' energetic, and fun loving students as 
counselors in all team sports including 
Roller Hockey and Lacrosse, all indi­
vidual sports such as Tennis & Golf, 
Waterfront and Pool activities, and spe­
cialty activities including art, dance, 
theatre, gymnastics, newspaper, rock­
etry & radio. GREAT SALARIES, 
room, board, and travel. June 18th -
August 13th. Enjoy a great summer that 
promises to be unforgettable. For more 
information and to apply: MAH-KEE-

NAC www.campmkn.com (Boys): 1-
800-753-9118 DANBEE www.dan-
bee.com (Girls): 1-800-392-3752. 
Interviewers will be on campus 
Wednesday, March 3rd - 10am to 
3:00pm in the Viking Union Building. 

SUMMER JOBS at Camp Killoqua -
on campus interviews 3/2. Spend your 
summer working with kids at our beauti­
ful 185 acre camp near Everett, WA. You 
could be a Counselor, Lifeguard, 
Program Specialist or more. Call 425-
258-5437 or visit www.campfireusasna-
homish.org/camjobs. 
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France: Ban seems to target only Muslims 
Continued from Page 14 

country needs to accept this diverse pop­
ulation and accommodate accordingly. 

The schools most likely will face rebel­
lions and more disruptive behavior from 
Muslim students. They will feel more 
compelled to voice their religious views 
because they are not wearing the stan­
dard clothing. 

Ferry said the ban will prevent reli­
gious segregation within the schools. This 
claim is inherently weak. What the stu­
dents wear does not matter because they 
still will know who belongs to which 
affiliation. The nature of students is to 
segregate themselves, and even if French 
public schools had uniforms, this would 
occur. High schools and junior high 
schools are composed almost entirely of 
cliques and small communities. These 
groups are not about clothes but rather 
what a person stands for and who their 
friends are. 

The Upper Chamber will vote on the ban, 
which almost entirely focuses on the 
Muslim community, in early March. The 
French government said this law is neces­
sary to safeguard France's secular back­

ground and prevent the rise of Islamic fun­
damentalism. If France is trying to avoid 
uproar by the Muslim community, then it 
should not aggravate the Muslims by ban­
ning headscarves. The French government 
is scared that another dominating religion 
besides Catholicism is threatening the 
Republic. This is just another way to alien­
ate the Muslims even further from accept­
ance within French culture. 

The Muslims are the only religious group 
that French teachers have publicly com­
plained about. The strict Orthodox Jewish 
communities that would react to school 
policies similarly to Muslims send their 
children to Jewish private schools the state 
funds. France has only one Muslim school, 
which opened this past fall in Lille. 
Opening more private Muslim schools 
would be a better solution than trying to 
take away the religion in schools. In an all-
Muslim school, the students would be free 
to express their beliefs openly and not be 
labeled as disruptive. 

If this ban passes the Senate in March, 
France likely will experience more anti-
French movements led by Muslims. This 
law would take away from a student's 
right to be who he or she wants and to 
practice what he or she wants to practice. 

•••• i l iMl l 
To the Editor, 

Friday critiquing the wall currently being 

which has a much smaller population than 

tions as being enclosed and constricted by 

between Israel and Palestine are tenuous at 
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SOME PEOPLE 
MIGHT SAY 
this is overly 

cautious. 

If you ar§ a recent grad, March or June grad , T?\&^7^&tm$ is offering 
v exception^ M r e ^ 

Dorrt Miss This Opportunity 
We value success and reward employees for a job well done! 

in surgery, 
there's no 
sad thing. 

One method for 
eliminating incidents of 
wrong-site surgery calls 
for patients to watch as 
surgeons' initials are 
signed with a marker on 
the site requiring the 
operation. Wc say this 
simple precaution is a 
step worth taking. For 
more ways of partnering 
with your physician to 
maximize your surgical 
outcome, visit aaos.org. 

AMERICAN 
ACADEMY 

OF ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGEONS 

The most moving 
advances in medicine. 

1-800-824-BONES 
www.aaos.org 

Career Oriented 
Graduates 

We are GROWING and are currently hiring entry-

level sales professionals for full time positions in 

Bellingham. 

Ryzex will provide all the sales and technical skills 

training you need to be successful in your career at 

Ryzex. 

These positions offer growth and the opportunity to 

earn significant income. v 

The Ryzex Group is a worldwide corporation 
headquartered in Bellingham, Washington. We 
are a highly successful, 15 year-old organization 
that has sustained double-digit growth year over 
year. Ryzex has been named one of the Top 100 
companies to work for in the State of Washington 
for the last three consecutive years. 

Ryzex sells a full suite of new and refurbished 
data collection equipment and services. We pride 
ourselves on delivering world-class customer 
service. 

Ryzex is an organization that operates with 
integrity, values life/work balance, is environmen­
tally conscious and promotes a culture that 
believes in working hard and having fun. 

If you are highly motivated and interested in a 
sales career and not just a job, please e-mail 
your resume to Ryzex: Sherrw@ryzex.com 

Great Earning Potential and Salary / Excellent Benefits 

Visit us on the web to learn more. 
www.ryzex.com 


