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Candidates for 
U.S. Congress 
debate issues 

By Marissa Harsh man 
The Western Front 

Candidates for the Second Congressional 
District of Washington discussed the Iraq war, 
homeland security, the economy, environmental 
issues and education at an Associated Students 
debate Oct. 25 in Fraser Hall. 

The debate began with prewritten questions for 
the three candidates: U.S. Rep. Democrat Rick 
Larsen, Republican candidate Suzanne Sinclair 
and Libertarian candidate Bruce Guthrie. The 
debate ended with questions from the audience. 

All three candidates were against reinstating the 
draft. Several congressmen proposed the Reinstate 
Draft Bill, but Larsen said he does not support it 
because he thinks the draft is unnecessary. Guthrie 
agreed, calling it a form of slavery. 

"We need a defensive military, not an offensive 
military," Guthrie said. 

Guthrie said that by voting for the USA Patriot 
Act, Larsen supported an unconstitutional act. 
Guthrie said Larsen did not fulfill his oath to 
preserve the constitutional rights of citizens. 

Larsen said that if he had broken his oath, he 
would be a traitor, according to Guthrie. 

"I do my job every damn day," Larsen said. 
Audience members noticed the back-and-forth 

blaming between Larsen and Guthrie. 
"There were a lot of accusations made," said 

Western junior Aaron Speer, who attended the 
debate. 

Western junior Kathleen Barger said those 
accusations were inappropriate in such a setting. 

"I didn't like the fighting between Rick Larsen 

EMS levy sparks debate 

Chris Taylor/The Western Front 
Shawn Linville, a first-year paramedic, loads a gurney into a Whatcom Medic One ambulance before going out for 
the day serving the north end of Whatcom County. Medic One ends services in 2006. 

Western students would benefit if levy passes, mayor says 

By Laura McVicker 
The Western Front 

The emergency-medical-services levy 
I proposes a tax on Bellingham property 

SEE Debate, PAGE 4 j owners, but it would ensure capable 

medical services for Western students 
as well after Whatcom Medic One ends 
services in 2006. 

"One of the locations that we provide 
regular service with our Medic One 
program is the university," Bellingham 
Mayor Mark Asmundson said. "People 
are injured more in athletic pursuits than 
perhaps any other single activity." 

But Lynn Carpenter, former finance 
director for the city of Bellingham, a 

member of the political action Committee 
of Public Safety, said the city already has 
enough money from its general fund to 
pay for an ambulance service. 

"Revenues in the general fund are 
close to $55 million, and EMS services 
cost approximately $2 million," she said. 
"There is money for ambulance services. 
The city is using EMS as a means to raise 

SEE EMS, PAGE 8 

Club informs about firearm safety 
By Porfirio Pena 
The Western Front 

Members of a new Western club, 
Western Students for the Second 
Amendment, said they plan to 
educate students and community 
members about firearm safety and 
responsibility, club vice president 
Rachael Alyea said. 

Western senior and club president 
Matt Haver said he founded the 
club to help clarify misconceptions 
about the Second Amendment and 
stereotypes people have about 
gun owners. The club also teaches 
students strategies for the future in 
order to teach their children, from 
a young age, to have a respect for 
the power of firearms. Members 
also visit gun ranges. 

State congressman 
promotes energy plan 

Chris Taylor/TThe Western Front 
Rachael Alyea, vice president of Western Students for the Sec­
ond Amendment club, takes aim at the Plantation Rifle Range. 

"(The misconceptions) stem from 
the mainstream media highlighting 
gun-related crimes," Haver 
said. "They only dwell on the 
negative." 

The club attempts to explain 
that gun owners do not fit into 
a stereotype that people often 

SEE Club, PAGE 5 

By Tanya Rozeboom 
The Western Front 

Solar panels and windmills will 
replace current energy sources 
in the United States if Jay Inslee, 
state Democratic representative of 
the first district, is able to put his 
energy plan into action. 

Inslee spoke to approximately 
35 Bellingham residents Monday 
at the Garden Street Family Center 
regarding his plan, the New Apollo 
Energy Project. 

The project is a new energy 
policy that Inslee developed to 
solve several problems, including 
the American dependence on 
foreign oil and global warming, 
and to create millions of jobs 
by expanding the economy, 
Inslee said. 

"We need to realize there 
is no silver bullet to solve our 

challenges," he said. 
The United States consumes 25 

percent of the world's oil supply and 
owns only 3 percent of the world's 
known oil reserves, including the 
Arctic National Wildlife. Refuge, 
Inslee said. 

"To break this dependency on 
Middle East oil we can't drill our 
way out, there's nowhere to go," 
he said. 

Inslee said the United States 
needs to focus less on oil and more 
on increasing the efficiency of U.S. 
automobiles. 

"The easiest way to generate 
energy is to save it and use it 
efficiently," he said. 

Another goal of the project is 
to create millions of new jobs by 
focusing on technology for new 
energy sources, Inslee said. 

SEE Project, PAGE 5 
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responded to a report of a kicked-in 

Columbia neighborhood. The home 

Compiled by Salina Greig. 
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"What do you think of musical 
artists lip-syncing?" 

Jennifer Boyer 
Senior, music 

"Pretty cheap. If 
they can't handle *k ^k 

M arek Zbyszewski 
Junior, business 

Sharon Stultz 
Junior, history 

"They are liars 
and frauds. 

Compiled by Nick Schmidt, their own singing, 

then they shouldn 't 

be singing at all. 

5? 
"I don't really 

consider them 

artists. 9? 

APWire news briefs 
STATE NEWS 

Rangers recover body of Mount 
Rainier climber 

Twenty-one-year-old climber 
Aaron Koester of Monroe died 
Sunday when he and his climbing 
partner were climbing into a 
crevasse on Mount Rainier. 

The survivor is 23-year-old Matt 
Little, also of Monroe. 

The men had been climbing 
Mount Rainier during the weekend 
to prepare for a climb on Mount 
McKinley in Alaska. 

The avalanche that buried them 
occurred near Disappointment 
Cleaver on Ingraham Glacier at 
approximately the 11,000-foot 
level of the 14,411-foot mountain. 

National Parks spokeswoman 
Lee Taylor said a helicopter 
returned from the mountain 
Monday afternoon with the three 
rangers who made the recovery. 

It was the fifth climbing fatality 
mis year on Mount Rainier. 

The Western Front online presents... 

"Get to know your editors' 

Name: Kaitlin "Fine Ass K. Silk" King 

Tide: Copy editor 

Sign: Libra 

Hometown: Whidbey Island (the 
whole thing) 

Turn-ons: Blue steel, pink, unsolicited 
passes from "Nubby," snappy haircuts, 
men in pajamas, Salad Fingers 

Turn-offs: Snaggle teeth, scurvy, 
friends, baby seals, libelous libel 
accusations 

Quotable: "First of all, that would 
reek!" . 

www.westernfrontonline.com 

The Western Front is published twice weekly in fall, winter and spring; 
once a week in summer session. Address: The Western Front, Western Wash­
ington University, CF 251, Bellingham, WA 98225. The Western Front is 
the official newspaper of Western Washington University, published by the 
Student Publications Council, and is mainly supported by advertising. 

Opinions and stories in the newspaper have no connection with advertis­
ing. News content is determined by student editors. Staff reporters are en­
rolled in a course in the Department of Journalism, but any student enrolled 
at Western may offer stories to the editors. 

Advertising inquiries should be directed to the business office in CF 230, 
or by phone to (360) 650-3161. 

Members of the Western community are entitled to a single free copy of 
each issue of The Western Front. 

State hires fire marshal cleared 
of ethical wrongdoing 

A former Louisiana fire chief with 
22 years of service is Washington 
state's new fire marshal. 

Samuel Pierre headed the fire 
prevention bureau of the Lafayette 
Fire Department. He resigned 
two years ago after a firefighter 
accused him of distributing 
political propaganda during work, 
in violation of civil-service rules. 

A department investigation 
cleared him of wrongdoing, but 
another board launched a second 
inquiry, prompting Pierre to resign 
in protest. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Florida's Bubba the Love 
Sponge tries politics 

On the Florida radio waves, he 
was known as Bubba the Love 
Sponge. Now Todd Clem wants to 
be known as the sheriff. 

Clem lost his job on the radio 
in Tampa after the government 
deemed his act too dirty. 

Clem is running as a Democrat 
for sheriff in Pinellas County, Fla. 
He said changes need to be made 
in an agency ruled too long by 
what he called a bunch of "gray-
haired old men." 

Clem has no law-enforcement 
experience, beyond getting arrested 
for staging the on-air slaughter of 
a feral pig. He was acquitted on 
animal cruelty charges. 

Boston police conduct 
investigation of student's death 

Family members of a college 
student killed by Boston police 
during a celebration of the Red 
Sox's victory will wait for an 
internal investigation before 
deciding if they will sue the 
department. 

An officer struck Victoria 
Snelgrove with a pepper-filled 
pellet that was fired from a 

compressed air gun. 
Police officials said it was a 

horrible fluke that she was hit in 
the eye. She died hours later in a 
Boston hospital. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

France launches gay television 
channel 

France is inaugurating its first 
gay television channel, "Pink TV," 
which hit the airwaves Monday. 

The station is touted as a big 
step for television and a new era 
for homosexuality in the largely 
Roman Catholic country. 

French front pages have heralded 
the launch for days. A pair of 
pink stilettos graced the front 
page of last weekend's Liberation 
newspaper, which endorsed the 
channel in an editorial titled 
"Good One." 

Compiled by Elizabeth Adamack. 
AP Wire courtesy KUGS 89.3-FM. 

WWU Official Announcements - PLEASE POST 
Deadline for announcements in this space is noon Friday tor th 
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will not be accepted. 

MATH PLACEMENT TEST (MPT). Registration is not required. Students must bring picture identification, student number, Social Security 
number, and a No. 2 pencil. A $15 fee is payable in exact amount at test time. Allow 90 minutes. Testing: 3 p.m. Mondays on Nov. 1,8, 
15, 22, 29, Dec. 6, and 9 a.m. Thursdays on Oct. 28, Nov. 4,18, Dec. 2, 9, 
MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT). The computer-based MAT is available by appointment only. The Testing Center, OM 120, reserves one 
computer at 3 p.m. Tuesday-Friday for the MAT. Make appointments in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $42 fee is payable at test time. 
Testing takes about Vh hours; preliminary scores available immediately. Official results mailed within 15 days. 
WEST-B TEST. Applicants for admission to state-approved educator preparation programs and those from other states applying for a Wash­
ington residency teaching certificate must have a minimum passing score on the basic skills assessment test. Residency teaching certificate 
applicants who have completed an educator preparation program outside Washington and have not passed WEST-B may be granted additional 
time. See www.westnesincxom to register. Test dates: Nov. 13, Jam-22, March 12, May 14, July 9. 
WEST-E PRAXIS. Washington requires individuals seeking teacher certification and teachers seeking additional endorsements to pass a 
subject knowledge assessment in the chosen endorsement area beginning Sept. 1, 2005. See www.ets.org/praxis/prxwa.html to register. 
Registration bulletins are available in MH 216. Test dates: Nov. 20, Jan. 8, March 5, April 16, June 11. The June 11 test will not be at Western, 
check the Praxis Web site for location. 
RELAXATION TRAINING DROP-IN SESSIONS are scheduled for 4>m. Thursdays in OM 540. Stop by OM 540 or call X/3164 to registerfor.the 
following: '"Making Peace with Food," '"Riding the Emotional Wave," • "Art and Self-Exploration," and • "Math Confidence Workshop." 
READMISSION. Students who interrupt studies at Western other than for summer quarter must apply for readmission. Students pursuing 
a first bachelor's degree are generally assured readmission if they follow application instructions and apply by priority deadline (summer, 
continuing into fall and fall quarter, April 1; winter quarter, Oct. 15; spring quarter, Jan. 15. Post-baccalaureate readmission is more stringent. 
Applications available in OM 200 or call X/3440. 
UNDERGRADUATE FORMER STUDENTS RETURNING: Winter 2005 priority deadline has been extended to Nov. 1. Space for late applicants 
is limited and will be reviewed on a space available basis. Late FSR applications should include a written explanation. 
THE RECREATION PROGRAM APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, NOV. 19. Application materials and a pre-scheduled faculty interview 
must be completed by that date. For more information, stop by the recreation prrogram office in Old Carver or call X/3782. 
STORM LINE. TO leam if Western is open or closed during inclement weather, call 650-6500 after 6:30 a.m. or, tune to KGMI790-AM, KBAI 
930-AM, KPUG 1170-AM, KUGS (89.3-FM), KISM 92.9-FM), KAFE 104.3-FM or KWPZ 106.5-FM. On stormy mornings, Western's decision 
to remain open or to close will be broadcast over these stations beginning between 6:15 and 6:30 a.m. 
STORM LINE/EMERGENCY HOTLINE CARDS for posting in the office or at home are being sent to each Western employee via campus 
mail. If you do not receive one, or need additional cards, call the Office of University Communications at X/3350. 
LOT RESERVATIONS. Lots 11G and 14G will be reserved beginning at 5 p.m. Oct 28-30 for those attending performances of The Suppliant 
Women.Lot 17G will be reserved for Viking permit holders beginning at 5 p.m. Oct. 30 and Nov. 4 for those attending basketball games. A 
shuttle will run from lot 12A for the Oct. 30 games but there will be no shuttle for the Nov; 4 games. 
SIGNUPS ARE REQUIRED for the following one-hour Career Services workshops; to sign up or for information on other workshops, see 
www.careers.wwu.edu, call X/3240 or stop by OM 280: • interview Techniques, choose from 4 p.m. Tues., Oct 26, VU 567 or noon Tues., 
Nov. 2, MH 151; • How to Network Your Way to a Job, noon Wed., Oct 27, VU 567; • Resume Writing for Teachers, noon Thurs., Oct 
28., BH104; • Getting into Graduate School, 5 p.m. Thurs., Oct 28, OM 280; • Interview Techniques for Teachers, noon Tues., Nov 2, 
MH151; • Resume Writing, noon Wed. Nov 3, VU 567; • Cover Letters and Applications for Teachers, noon Wed. Nov 3, BH 110. 

Employers On-Campus 
For complete, updated information, including locations and deadlines, see www.career.vmu.edu or stop by OM 280. 

• Target Stores, Oct. 27; • Japanese Exchange a"nd Teaching Program, Nov. 3; • Fastenal, Nov. 4; • United Parcel Service Christmas season 
driver helpers, Nov. 8-9; • JELD-WEN Cos., Nov. 16; • Gray Line of Alaska, full-time summer season drivers and guides, Nov. 15-18; • GeoEngineers, 
Nov. 18; • CIGNA Corporation, Nov. 18. 
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Campus Safety and Your Right to Know 
Safety at WWU is a community-wide effort. Each of us accepts the challenge of living in a way 

that promotes health and well-being for ourselves and others. 

The University provides services to assist in maintaining a safe, drug-free environment. All students and employees 
have a right to information on Western's policies and programs concerning campus safety, sexual misconduct, and alcohol and other drugs. 

Western Washington University is committed to an environment which is free of alcohol and other 
drug abuse for students, faculty and staff. It maintains this commitment in support of academic excel­
lence, work performance, and quality of life as well as for the future well-being of all members of this 
community. 

Western Washington University provides: (a) information about alcohol and other drugs and the reduc­
tion of associated risks: (b) appropriate intervention when alcohol or other drug use creates unwanted 
or unintended consequences; and (c) support for members of this community in reducing the risk of 
consequences associated with alcohol and other drug abuse. 

Western Washington University will uphold state and federal laws pertaining to alcohol and other 
drug use. All students, faculty, and staff are required to comply with these laws. Action will be taken 
on any violation of state or federal law or University regulations concerning alcohol and other drugs 
which (a) occurs in or on property controlled or owned by Western Washington University; or (b) 
involves University business or activities; or (c) relates directly and materially to the fitness of staff or 
faculty members in their professional capacities. 

Western Washington University Policy Concerning Alcohol and Other Drugs, 
Approved by the Board of Trustees April 1999. 

EDUCATIONAL SAFETY PROGRAMS 

ALCOHOL AND DRUG CONSULTATION AND ASSESSMENT SERVICES (ADCAS): Staffed by a professional counselor and risk reduction specialist, ADCAS provides alcohol/drug assessments of use, risks 
and consequences, with personalized feedback designed to help students change their drinking/drug use patterns and outcomes. Also provides information on alcohol/drug related topics: support for friends, family, 
partners, and roommates impacted by the alcohol/drug use of others, current or past; and referral to campus and community support groups, counseling and treatment resources. Old Main 560C. Call 650-3643. 

NEW STUDENT SERVICES/ FAMILY OUTREACH: Provides students with the Viking Tips student handbook and a web site containing important information regarding alcohol and other drug prevention; safe 
sexual behaviors; personal safety tips; how to contact University Police; and a directory of offices and resources. Viking Union 506. www.nssfo.wwu.edu Call 650-3846. 

PREVENTION AND WELLNESS SERVICES: Staffed by professional health educators and Peer Health Student Leaders (Lifestyle Advisors), Prevention and Wellness Services offers education and prevention 
services on alcohol and drug prevention, relaxation, stress management, CPR/First Aid, HIV/AIDS, sexually transmittable diseases, sexual misconduct, men's health, violence prevention, women's empowerment, 
and how to become an "ally." Old Main 560. Call 650-2993. Every quarter, a variety of programs are offered, including Will Act far Change: Performance educators use the experiences and stories of students. 
Discussion and audience interaction are vital to the performances. Audience members are literally brought on stage to practice "what they would do" in real-life situations, dealing with issues such as sexual health, 
sexual assault, alcohol and drugs, racism, homophobia, classism, sexism, and how to be an ally. 

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: Provides free, confidential professional assistance, assessments and referrals to help employees and their families resolve problems that affect their personal lives or joh 
performance. Heath Promotion Network has offices in Bellingham and Burlington. For an appointment, call (360) 715-6565 or (800) 244-6142. 

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS PROGRAMS 
DRUG INFORMATION CENTER: Provides students and the university community with drug education to increase community awareness of social, physical and economic implications of drug use and abuse. VU 
517. Call: 650-6116. 

LEG AL INFORMATION CENTER: Provides students with information about laws and can make referrals to attorneys and agencies off campus. Does not offer legal representation or advice. VU 512. 650-6111. 

Alcohol and Other Drug Health Risks 
Category 

Alcohol 

KSattiftabjsi! 

Enactogens 

l ^ l p i ^ P ? ^ 

Narcotics 
Opiates 

Sedatives 

l l ^ l ig i i i l l l l 

Stimulants 

Higl 
Beer, wine, 
liquor 

lisHSitallllllf! 

MDMA, 
Ecstasy, X, 
XTC 

Heroin, 
codeine, mor­
phine, opium, 
percodan, pef-

Barbiturates, 
tranquilizers, 
melhaquaJone. 
other-depres-

W9sgi 

Amphetamines, 
cocaine, crack, 
speed, diet pills; 
many other, 
natural and syn-

Dependence 
Potential 

Yes 

mm 

Yes, possible 

iPHgegll 

SSJIfiPllIll! 

Yes 

IINIM«* 
Kes 

^^^^^^^^B 
Muscle relaxation, impaired motor control, memory 
and judgment; depression; intoxication. 

Increased heart rale, blood pressure and body tem­
perature; sense of energy and alertness; feelings of 
empathy and enhanced positive emotions, thirst, dry 
mouth, teeth clenching, muscle tension and cramp­
ing and possible nausea. After effects: headache, 
irritability, depression, anxiety; desire to be alone; 
and verbal and visual memory decrease up to 2 
.weeks. 

Euphoria; drowsiness; nausea; respiratory depres­
sion. 

Increased 
- j B U B P t H . -

Drowsiness; slurred speech; disorientation; impaired 
coordination. 

Increased alertness; increased puise and blood pres-
surc; euphoria; pupil dilation: insomnia; loss of 
appetite. 
Fatigue and some depression after effects wear off. 

S^^^B^^(i^ft|^ii^^^^^BBjs 
Severe impairment of all physical and mental 
functions; high risk of choking or injury 
from falls or accidents, loss of conscious­
ness; coma; death due to anesthesia of brain 
centers cftiitmilinc hreathinfi and heart; , i contrqlling breathing and heart rale, 

Jitterme litterihess, teeth clenching, dangerously high 
body temperature, hypertension, dehydration; 
confusion, sleep problems, anxiety, paranoia, 
hallucinations; permanent damage to parts 
of the brain critical to thought, memory and 
pleasure. At higher or repeated doses large 
temperature increase can be lethal 

, _ « ; „ „ . _ _ often of death, of one's 

Shallow and slow breathing; dizziness; vom-
iting; sweating; convulsions; coma; possible 
death. 

fflWplnloliipi 

Shallow respiration; weak and rapid puli 
coma; possible death from depression of cen­
tral nervous system functions. 

^^j^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^i 
Agitation;lmtability; dizziness; confusion; 
tactile or visual hallucinations; seizure; con­
vulsion; stroke; possible death. After effects 
of exhaustion; depression. 

ler substances range 1 With many drugs a great danger is other substances being mixed with or subsututed for what you think you are getting. 
fairly benign, baby powder or baking soda, to a variety of cleaning products and other potentially lethal ingredients. 
Use of some drugs increases the potential for mixing with other drugs to enhance or counteract effects. This mixing particularly involves hallucinogens, 
stimulants and sedatives. Mixing drugs can have unpredictable and dangerous results. The best choice is to NOT mix. 

Standards of Conduct / Disciplinary Sanctions ^ _ 
Generally, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages are not permit­
ted on campus. The exceptions, for persons of legal drinking age only, are I) 
events for which a banquet permit has been obtained—authorization can be 
obtained from the Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs (Old Main 563; 
contact Linda Olson: 650-2926) iaaccordance with appropriate state laws, or 2) 
in private dwelling places. University Residences policy defines private dwell­
ing places as individual residence rooms or apartments with the door closed. 
Individuals who violate WWU's regulations concerning alcohol and other drugs 
will be subject to sanctions including<but not limited to, written reprimand, 
termination of employment, expulsion, or referral for prosecution. { 

Legal Sanctions for illegal Alcohol Use 
As prescribed by state law, no person under 21 may acquire, possess, or 
consume any alcoholic beverage, and it is illegal to sell alcohol without a 
permit. It is also unlawful for any person to provide alcoholic beverages,to 
someone under 21. The punishment for a person convicted of violating any 
of the state laws described above may include imprisonment and/or fines. 
For full details, .seer www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/AODpenaities.htm 

Legal Sanctions for illegal Sale, Manufacture, Delivery, and 
Possession of Controlled Substances* 
Thereare numerous state and federal statutes related to the manufacture, distribu­
tion, dispensation, possession, and use of controlled substances. Legal sanctions 
may be imposed for both felony and misdemeanor convictions. Legal sanctions 
range from fines to multi-year prison terms to loss of financial aid. More severe 
penalties are provided for persons convicted of providing controlled substances to 
minors and for repeat offenders. For full details, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/ 
AODpenalties.htm 

*A partial list of drugs considered to be controlled substances in Washington 
State: Narcotics (opium and cocaine as well as all drugs extracted, derived, 
or synthesized from opium and cocaine, such as crack cocaine and heroin); 
marijuana; methamphetamine; barbiturates; and hallucinogenic substances (LSD, 
peyote, mescaline, psilocybin. PCP, THC, MDA, STP). 

Where to Find More Information 
The University will follow established processes for violation of policies. For 
specific citations of those procedures, goto: www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/policy_ 
violation_procs/htm. For detailed information about local, state and federal 
drug and alcohol laws, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/AODpenalties.htm. For 
general information, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/AODinfo.htm. Questions? 
Call Alcohol and Drug Consultation and Assessment Services at 650-3643. 

Off-Campus Resources For a listing of off-campus alcohol and other 
drug related support groups, help lines and treatment options, contact Alcohol 
and Drug Consultation and Assessment Services at 650-3643. 
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Debate: U.S. congressional candidates argue for and against federal, local education initiatives 
Continued from Page 1 

and Bruce Guthrie," she said, "t 
think it should have been left off 
stage." 

The candidates also discussed 
proposed Initiative 884, which, if 
passed, would help fund grades 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
and higher education. 

"The dream of higher education 
is getting further out of reach for 
middle-class families," Larsen 
said. 

Larsen said that while he does 
not think 1-884 is the best way to 
help fund education, he supports 
the initiative. He said the best 
way to fulfill the commitment to 
education funding would be to 
support schools locally. 

Guthrie said he agreed that 
supporting schools locally is the 
best solution. 

"I think it is unconstitutional for 
the federal government to meddle 
in states' diverse efforts to provide 
education funding," Guthrie said. 

The best way to fund education is 
by grassroots government, Guthrie 
said. The farther away taxpayer 
money is sent, the less money the 
state receives, he said. 

The No Child Left Behind 
Act tries to find solutions to the 
problem with education funding 
without just giving more money 
to the system and hoping it will be 
solved, Sinclair said. 

"Throwing more money at the 
problem isn't a solution," she said. 

Because the Constitution does not 
mention education, Guthrie said, 
based on the 10th Amendment, the 
rights for funding schools should 
be reserved for the states,-.he said. 

The Federal Pell Grant, which is 
awarded to undergraduate students 
who have not earned a bachelor's 
or a professional degree, does not 
offset funds with the rising cost of 
tuition, Larsen said. 

The Pell Grant award has 
increased only 2 percent, whereas 
the cost of tuition has increased 

14 to 18 percent depending on the 
university, Larsen said. He said 
that while President George W. 
Bush has promised resources for 
schools to implement changes, he 
has not provided funding in the 
budget for the reform. 

Sinclair said she supports the 
No Child Left Behind Act and 
thinks the act tries to find positive 
outcomes. 

"The act tries to say, 'OK, show 
us that you're making progress and 
we'll support it,'" Sinclair said. 

But while Sinclair said she does 
not think the act is perfect, she 
supports what it intends to do for 
education. 

"I don't know all of the issues 
around the funding, but I do know 
Washington state has received 
more money as a " 
result of the No 'I do know Washington 

state has received Child Left Behind 
Act," Sinclair said. 

The debate more money as a result 
provided insight of the No Child Left 
aboutthecandidates' Behind Act.' 
positions on the 
various issues that 
concern voters, 
Bargersaid. 

"I didn't know a 
lot about the candidates in this area, 
so I came to hear what they were 
all about," she said. "I think Rick 

Suzanne Sinclair 
Republican candidate for 

U.S. Congress 

Larsen might have the best chance 
of winning, but I don't think all of 
his views best reflect mine." 

— The turnout was 
as high as anyone 
could expect 
with midterms 
approaching, said 
Peter Graves, 
Associated Students 
vice president for 
legislative affairs 
and organizer of the 
debate. 

When Graves 
ran for his position last spring, 
he said he wanted to organize a 
congressional debate on campus. 

AS President Rachel Zommick 
said the turnout showed her that 
more work needs to be done to 
make sure people go to the polls on 
Nov. 2 since not as many students 
were in attendance as she had 
hoped for. 

"As long as some students 
show up, it shows that there is an 
interest," Zommick said. 

Larsen said that in an election 
where a woman's right to choose is 
at stake, every vote counts. 

"Don't let anyone tell you your 
vote doesn't count," Larsen said. 
"That is the most irresponsible 
thing you can say in a representative 
government." 

Tanya Rozeboom/The Western Front 
Former Western political science professor Ken Hoover (left) moderates the debate between Republican Suzanne Sinclair, 
Libertarian Bruce Guthrie and incumbent U.S. Rep. Rick Larsen, all candidates for the U.S. Congress. 

www.shareyourlife.org 
1-800-355-SHARE 

Coalition on Organ & Tissue Donation 

26 years serving you 
Experience that matters 

Elect Mac Setter 
Superior Court Judge 

"Mac Setter was there when I needed him. My boyfriend was shot and killed 
in our home. I was 15 feet away. I screamed and thought I would be killed too. 
I met Mac Setter that night, just outside. Over the next weeks and months, 
Mac and I visited dozens of times. He listened and I talked. It was good to And 
someone who cared so much. He'll make a great judge." 

-Gina Bottoms 

Endorsed by: Dave McEachran, 
Prosecuting Attorney, Bili Elfo, 
Whatcom County Sheriff, Bellingham 
Police Guild, Whatcom County Sheriff 
Deputies Guild, Dale Brandland, State 
Senator, Mark Asmundson, 
Bellingham Mayor. 

film 
wvmMacSetterForJudgeorg 

for Superior Court Judge 
Paid for by: Mac Setter for Judge 
Superior Court Judge, Dept. #3, Non-Partisan 
Brian Halverson, Treasurer 
P0 Box 1596, ftmdaie, WA 98248 
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Club: New pro-gun club to spend 
money on local political campaigns 
Continued from Page 1 

associate with pro-gun clubs, Alyea 
said. 

"People think of pro-Second 
Amendment people to be hicks 
from the South," she said. "That's 
why this club is important to help 
people realize there are people 
from other demographics that 
support it." 

The Associated Students Board 
of Directors unanimously approved 
the club Oct. 11. While nobody 
challenged the = = = = = 
group's application 
for membership, 
the board of 
directors did have 
safety questions 
in 

'This club is important to 
help people realize there 

are people from other 
demographics that support 

mind during the (tne Second Amendment).' 
approval process, 
A S vice president Rachae l A lyea 
for activities Matt Western Students for the Second 
Wood said. 

The board developed several 
guidelines for the club's approval. 
Leaders have the right to revoke 
membership of anyone for safety 
reasons. The club must follow 
all state and federal firearm laws. 
Members can only shoot at a 
supervised and licensed shooting 
range, and they cannot spend AS 
money on firearms or ammunition. 
Members must purchase their own 
firearms and ammunition. 

The club also will spend money 
on educational material such as 
pamphlets. It also can spend AS 
money on political campaigns, 
Wood said. 

While many people have a 
negative view of gun ownership, it 
has advantages, Haver said. 

Alyea said she believes that gun 
ownership can help increase safety 
for women because when properly 
trained to use a firearm, women may 
gain an advantage over an attacker. 

Haver said the club also intends 
to become politically active in 
support of pro-gun candidates. 
He said the issue has become 
especially prominent now that the 
============ assault-weapons 

ban that former 
President Bill 
Clinton's admin­
istration enacted 
in 1994 expired 
this September. 

"When you 
take guns out of 
the hands of re­
sponsible citizens, 
all you are doing 

is putting them at risk," Haver said. 
"The weapons (the government is) 
trying to ban are the. ones people 
use for hunting and personal 
protection." 

Wood said the political stance of 
the club did not affect the approval 
process because, regardless of 
their stances on issues, the board 
members approve clubs based on 
their benefits to Western and its 
students. 

"We have a lot .of controversial 
clubs on campus," Wood said. "As 
long as they fall under AS standards, 
they can be approved." 

Project: Inslee says his project will create new jobs 
Continued from Page 1 

"We need to start preaching the 
gospel that energy efficiency is a 
job creator," he said. 

The United States is letting 
other countries take the lead 
in developing and manufact­
uring clean-energy technologies, 
Inslee said. 

"We are giving up the primacy of 
new technology to other countries, 
and it's a huge mistake," he said. 
"We need to become exporters of 
energy technology — better us 
than China." 

Bellingham resident Sharon 
Monteiro said the project seems 
practical, and every American 
should support the issues Inslee 
addressed. 

"(The) Apollo moon program 
got a man on the moon in less than 
a decade," Monteiro said. "I think 
(this project) is very realistic." 

Inslee said the project addresses 
the issue of global warming by 
promoting cleaner energy sources, 
such as solar panels, windmills 
and dams. 

In order to make new energy 
sources a reality, the United States 
needs to be a large, significantly 
funded research and development 
team, he said. 

"(People need) to recognize the 
need to experiment and sometimes 
fail because not every energy we 
do will work," Inslee said. 

The goal of the project is to 
meet 20 percent of the country's 
electricity needs from renewable 
sources by the year 2020, he said. 

Chris Taylor/The Western Front 

U.S. Rep. Jay Inslee speaks to Bellingham residents 
Monday night about the energy plan he developed. 

Chris McCullough, Inslee's and it doesn't matter what party 
congressional campaign manager,' 
said the project is long-term and 
will take five to 10 years to put 
into action. 

He said he is still optimistic 
even though the outcome of the 
project is dependent upon who is 
in the White House. 

"(The project) , is realistic 
because it makes sense to people, 

you are with," McCullough 
said. 

Joe Inslee, a Western senior and 
son of the congressman, said his 
dad's job never stops. 

"(It's a) job he brings home to 
the dinner table," Joe Inslee said. 
"It's fun, though, because on 
Sundays we'll sit around the table 
and argue issues." 

FEEL THE DOORHANDLE 

• If the handle is hot, don't open it. 

• Go to a window and call for help. 

• If the handle is NOT hot, open cautiously. 

• Check for smoke or fire before going out 

GET OUT OF THE BUILDING 

BEFORE PHONING FOR HELP 

• Don't take time to phone before leaving. 

• Get out and find a phone. 

PULL THE FIRE ALARM ON YOUR WAY 
OUT 

DONT LOOK FOR OTHER PEOPLE OR 

GATHER STUFF 

• Knock on doors as you leave 

• Yell "FIREB_as you leave 

• Don't hesitate or stray from your path. 

CRAWL LOW TO THE FLOOR 

• Thick smoke can make it impossible to see 

• Toxic chemicals in smoke can be deadly in 

minutes 

CLOSE THE DOOR BEHIND YOU 

• Keep the fire from spreading.. 

• Protect your possessions from fire and smoke 

damage. 

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION 

• YELL and SCREAM! 

• Hang a sheet from a window. 

• Stay low. There is less smoke and toxic gas 

close to the floor. 

• WAIT, never panic or jump. 

Environmental Health and Safety 
Safety Building 111, Mail Stop 9070 • 360-650-3064 
Email: ehs@wwu.edu • Website: www..wwu.edu/depts/ehs 

Fire Safety for 
Your Life 

This is a resident's room in Mattes Haii after the November 1997 fire. 
NO ONE was injured. EVERYONE got out immediately. 
Learn what to do. Save your own life! 

T) Notify persons in the area 5) Closedoors and windows, 

2) Evacuate the building. 6) Assemble in a safe place. 

3) Pull the nearest fire alarm or call 911 7) Meet and inform responders. 

from a safe place. 8) Provide assistance. ; - •. 

4) Use a fire extinguisher, if trained. 

"STOP, DROP AND ROLL" 

Fire/Medical Aid/Police 911 
University Police 3911 

CASAS 650-3700 
(Confidential support following sexual 

assault or other violent crime] 
Chemical Emergency 650-3064 

• Take responsibility for protecting 

your life. 

• Take trash outside. 

• Never overload electrical outlets. 

• Use power strips plugged directly 

into outlets. 

• Keep space heaters and halogen 

lamps AWAY from flammables -

clothing or paper. 

-• Put out candles when unattended 

(NOT allowed in residence halls). 

"••"'•• Put out incense when unattended. 

• Extinguish smoking materials. 

• NEVER smoke in bed or if tired. 

CHECK SMOKE ALARMS 

_• In off-campus housing, install new 

batteries every quarter. 

• In residence halls, smoke alarms 

don't need batteries. 

PLAN ESCAPE ROUTES 

• Know where all exits are located in 

;• your building - KNOW 2 EXITS from 

where you sleep. 

• Practice your plan. 

• Tell your roommates about your 

plan. 
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ESC conference celebrates diversity, promotes voting 
By Cara Shaw 

The Western Front 

For students like Western freshman 
Anthony Thach, who is of Cambodian 
descent, affirming a strong identity is 
important for connecting to one's cultural 
heritage. For people to be proud of their 
ethnicity and culture, they need to be able to 
establish themselves in a larger community, 
in which they feel free and proud to be 
themselves, he said. 

"It is important to be around a group you 
can identify yourself with," Thach said. "It is 
also important to realize there are differences 
between us." 

Thach established and celebrated his 
identity with more than 200 Western students 
this past weekend at tlie 14th annual Ethnic 
Student Center Conference, 

"I believe in having a strong identity 
because when you are proud of who you are, I 
can be proud of who I am," said Pat Fabiano, 
director of Prevention and Wellness Services 
and a guest speaker at the conference. 

ABC — or affirming identity, building a 
community and cultivating leadership — 
was this year's theme for the conference. In 
the most basic sense, students were able to 
explore who they are, who their community 
is and how to effectively communicate with 
people from different backgrounds, said 
Stephany Hazelrigg, a Western graduate 
student and ESC intern. 

Whether a person is of color or an ally of 
a person of color, the students learned how 
to be who they are and validate that identity, 
Hazelrigg said, 

"The conference taught me there is 
diversity within diversity," Thach said. "The 
only way to eliminate stereotypes is to learn 
about each other's differences." 

In order to learn about those differences, 
Fabiano led the students in what she called 
an educational and inspiring workshop, 
which was-one of the main events of the 
weekend. 

"This is an anecdote to knit the world back 
together again," Fabiano said, speaking of 
her exercise. 

Fabiano challenged the students to claim 
their identities and to be proud of who they 
are. Fabiano asked students to stand in front 
of their peers if they considered themselves 
part of a certain community. 

One by one, Fabiano would call out 
a characteristic. Students claimed their 

identities through 
such categories 
as family status, 
religion,socialstatus, 
racial background, 
sexual orientation, 
gender and voting 
preference. 

Thach said he 
stood in front of 
his peers to claim 
his identity as the 
youngest child in 
his family, as a man 
proud of Cambodian 
ethnicity. 

As students rose 
for each category, 
those who did not 
belong to it filled the 
room with applause 
and stomped the 
ground with their 
feet. 

Western junior. 
Steve Moses, who 
also participated in 
the exercise, said the 
biggest theme he saw 
through the weekend 
was acceptance and 
the appreciation of 
diversity, which the 
exercise reflected. 

"Ethnicity is 
ultimately how 
a person defines their culture and who 
they are," Moses said. "Whether it is race 
or upbringing, it is what they identify 
themselves with." 

Fabiano said the exercise also focused on 
establishing a sense of community. By seeing 
others who stood for the same category, 
students could look around the room and 
establish a connection with other students, 
she said. 

"It made me feel good to see there are 
other people like me on campus that face the 
same issues I do and that I can relate to," 
Thach said. 

Students have individual bodies, but they 
have a larger body that is their community, 
Fabiano said. 

Fabiano led students in another exercise 
through which they could share the identities 
they had just established. Students broke 
into caucuses they personally belonged 

Cara Shaw/The Western Front 
Western junior Nathan Cox, senior Calvin Sessions and sophomores Justin Jones and Jesse 
Fuentes work together to write a song that expresses cultural diversity during a workshop the 
Blue Scholars presented. 

to, including environmentalists, blacks, 
feminists, Middle Easterners, Muslims, 
women and non-citizens. 

Each group talked about what prejudices it 
faces every day. Fabiano asked each caucus 
to speak to the audience about its specific 
community. The members explained what 
they wanted people to know about their 
group. Groups were then able to express 
what they never wanted to hear people say 
about their group. 

Thach joined the caucus of students raised 
by single parents. Thach said he and his 
group-wanted people to know single-parent 
households could be just as strong as two-
parent households. 

Moses said he broadened his knowledge 
of the prejudices each group faces. He said 
he learned each group's preferred and what 
terminology is not acceptable. 

Hazelrigg said students should have left 

the conference feeling united, educated and 
ready to share their knowledge with their 
families and friends. Students will have 
learned the necessary skills to effectively 
communicate despite differences, she said. 

Hazelrigg said this year's turnout is 
the largest the conference has ever had. 
She said the ESC had to create a waiting 
list for students who wanted to attend the 
conference and that some students were 
unable to attend. 

The conference is just the beginning of a 
year of ESC activities and opportunities for 
students to share and learn about different 
cultures and ethnicities, Hazelrigg said. 

Throughout the conference, students 
expressed the desire to see students of all 
races, cultures and ethnicities participate in 
ESC activities so that all students can learn 
to affirm their identities, build communities 
and cultivate leadership. 
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AMEMCAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY 

888.162.DERM www.iiiii.org 

$10 General •: $8 Students ̂ thlri I 
(Box.o'ffice opens at 6:30} 

Box Office open for advance ticket sales 
Wednesday - Friday: Noon till 3pm 
Call 733-8855 or visit the Box Office 

the week of the performance 

1208 Bay Street « Bellingham • 360-733-8855 

Western Students for Harriet Spanel 
State Senator-40th District 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Harriet Spanel, Democrat 
P.O. Box 633, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 



October 26,2004 NEWS The Western Front • 7 

Secretary of state speaks on importance of young voters 
By Elana Bean 

The Western Front 

In an election season filled with close 
races, Washington state is no different 
from the presidential election, Secretary 
of State Sam Reed said in a public 
forum Monday at Whatcom Community 
College. 

The lecture was part of a promotion 
encouraging community members and 
students to learn more about events in the 
Washington state government. 

"A lot of these are new voters, and they 
need to know how to vote," he said. 

Reed discussed the upcoming state 
elections and mentioned the diversity 
of the candidates running for the 
gubernatorial and attorney general 
positions. 

Reed said the legislative races are 
competitive, and elections in a single 
district could change the majority party 
in the Washington State Legislature. 

"This is clearly going to be a watershed 
election," Reed said. 

Reed spoke about his duties as secretary 
of state and highlighted the importance 
of young people voting. 

"We are trying to get young people 
to register to vote when they turn 18," 
Reed said. 

Reed said the election schedule and 
voter and candidate information is 
available to students through the county 
auditor's Web site. 

Whatcom Community College 
sophomore Joel Nelson attended the event 
to hear a balanced political discussion. 

"I think it's important to talk about 

voting," Nelson said. "I really appreciate 
that it was a nonpartisan event." 

Reed briefly discussed the 2000 
presidential elections and noted the 
importance of a good ballot-handling 
system. 

"If you get down to a handful of votes 
separating candidates, there are going to 
be problems," Reed said. "We have a few 
races that will be quite close." 

A recent KING-TV poll showed current 
Insurance Commissioner Deborah Senn 
leading King County Councilman Rob 
McKenna by 5 percentage points in the 
race for state attorney general. 

In the race for governor, Democrat 
Attorney General Christine Gregoire is at 
49 percent, as opposed to 43 percent for 
Republican Dino Rossi, a former state 
senator, in an Ipsos-Public Affairs poll 
taken Sept. 17-20. 

Reed reassured the audience that 
elections would go smoothly by 
discussing the system of rules and laws 
that are in effect in Washington state. 

He said election officials are required 
to complete special training and are 
subject to reviews by his office every 
year. 

"Overall, we're in very, very good shape 
in the state of Washington," Reed said. 

Reed answered questions from the 
audience members after his speech 
and spoke more on the importance of 
getting involved with politics and local 
government. 

"I encourage each of you to take an 
active interest in politics," Reed said. 
"Start at a local level, get some experience 
and then you can move up." 

Elana Bean/The Western Front 
Secretary of State Sam Reed speaks on Monday at a forum at Whatcom Community 
College. Reed discussed state elections, candidate diversity and the importance of 
college-aged voters. 
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EMS: Critics say city already has enough funds to pay for new Bellingham Medic One service 
Continued from Page I 

more taxes.-' 
If the levy passes, a person who owns a 

$200,000 home would have to pay $70 more 
per year, Asmundson said. 

And because EMS calls in Whatcom 
County have increased approximately 8 
percent per year in the past five years, it 
requires additional funding, he said. 

The EMS levy that appeared on the ballot 
last November to establish countywide 
service failed. The majority of Bellingham 
voters, however, voted in favor of it, 
Asmundson said. "Bellingham Medic One," 
offered only to Bellingham residents, would 
be the new service if the levy is approved. 

Bellingham Fire Chief Bill Boyd said 
that regardless of whether the levy passes, 

Bellingham Medic One will start in January 
2005. The problem at hand, he said, is if the 
levy does not pass, the amount of funding 
for Bellingham Medic One • 
will be in question. 

He also said Station Three 
on Indian Street will house 
the new Medic One, which 
will provide faster service to 
Western students. 

Boyd said EMS responded 
to 70 calls at Western in 
2002. 

Although structure fires do 
not usually require EMS, the 
Bellingham Fire Department has dealt with 
an extensive amount of structure fires at 
Western in the past, he said. 

"There is money for 
ambulance services. 

The city is using EMS 
as a means to raise 

more taxes.' 

Lynn Carpenter 
Member of the 

Committee of Public Safety 

In terms of the property-tax levy affecting 
students who live off campus, Asmundson 
said students' rent would not increase 
• ' • • because rent is influenced by 

the overlying market. 
Carpenter, how-ever, said 

the levy would affect students' 
rent. 

"Students need to 
understand that when their 
landlords' costs go up, there 
comes a time when that cost 
has to be passed along to the 
renter," she said. 

Whatcom County Assessor 
Keith Willnauer said the levy on the ballot 
is not a traditional EMS levy, which requires 
60 percent of the vote, but is a "lid lift" 

— which removes the: state's limit set 
on property tax. Property owners pay a 
maximum of 1 percent raise in property tax 
each year. The levy would be an exception 
to that law, he said. 

Carpenter said city officials remove the 
limitations of the amount of taxes the city 
can levy if the majority of voters approve it. 

"Bellingham taxpayers have been paying 
for ambulance services with their taxes for 
the last 30 years," she said. "If the city can 
pass this new tax, the money they had been 
spending on ambulance services can be spent 
for anything they decide to spend it on." 

Asmundson said he expects the majority 
of Bellingham residents to approve the 
levy because of the positive turnout last 
November. 

Visit The Western Front online 
www.westernfrontonline.com 
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Company offers 'space memorial 
service' for those who will pay 

People interested in an out-of-this-world 
experience have the opportunity to have 
a space memorial service with their ashes 
blasted into space. 

Space Services Inc. will place a gram of 
a person's ashes in an aluminum capsule 
the size of four dimes stacked together, 
attach it to a rocket and send it into space. 
The service costs $995. A lipstick-sized-
container holding seven grams of ashes can 

. be sent into space for an additional $4,300. 
"Star Trek" creator Gene Roddenberry, 

who orbited Earth, for six years after his 
death in 1991, is the most famous client of 
Space Services. 

In 1997, Space Services conducted its 
first "space funeral flight." The. company 
sent Roddenberry's ashes and those of 23 
participants, including a 4-year-old boy's 
whose parents worked for NASA, into 
space; 

In each flight, Charlie Chafer, chief 
executive officer of the Houston-based firm, 

.and his eight-person team place the ash-
filled capsules in a tube and attach them 

. inside a*rocket scheduled 1o3end;a satellite '_ 

into space. When the rocket is in orbit, the 
satellite takes off from the rocket's "last 
stage," and the satellite continues to circle 
the earth with the capsule inside. 

The capsule has the capability to stay in 
orbit between 10 and several hundred years 
before falling and vaporizing like a shooting 
star. 

Chafer said he has seen an increase in 
business as cremationhas growninpopularity 
throughout the country and internationally. 

Approximately 28 percent of Americans 
chose cremation over traditional burial in 
2002 and by 2025, that percent is expected 
to grow to almost 43, according to the 
Cremation Association of North America. 

Computer fix-it man exchanges 
services for sex 

A man in New York City is offering sex in 
exchange for work. 

The 34-year-old systems engineer goes 
by the name of "Ray Digerati." He will fix 
computers in exchange for sex. 

Digerati said he came up with the idea 
while helping a female friend, and he 
wondered if he could get sex in exchange 
for his work. 

:He. then posted ads; for: his service, on 

www.craigslist.com, and he said he received 
an overwhelming response. 

Digerati said he lets the client decide the 
payment amount, but he said one orgasm for 
every two hours of work is a fair trade. 

Digerati said he would not exchange work 
for sex with male clients. He said they will 
pay him money. 

Woman advertises for husband 
on a billboard 

A Chinese woman in Australia placed 
an advertisement on a billboard outside a 
cinema in Sydney's eastern suburbs asking 
for a husband. 

The large headline on the billboard reads, 
"Husband Wanted" and lists requirements, 
such as age up to 45, good health, non-
smoker and drinker, Caucasian, solid 
financial background and a good sense of 
humor. 

Zhou spent $5,000 on the billboard 
advertisement. 

Zhou said she described herself on the 
billboard as a beautiful and intelligent 
v/oman seeking a dream family with a 
fabulous partner. 

Zhou's search for love has not received 
i any replies sô fan.-.• o;;J.= ') v i i j \ ' J i i i *; 

Contest offers a behind the scenes 
look of a pornographic movie 

A new contest will give people who 
are curious about what goes on during a 
pornographic shoot the chance to see the 
making of a porn movie. 

An adult-film company called Acid Rain 
Productions is asking fans to log on to 
wantedlist.com and register to win a chance 
to be an observer during the making of a 
porn flick. 

Producer Mitchell Spinelli said the sex 
scenes get pretty hot because the actresses 
are doing stuff that a wife or girlfriend 
usually will not do. But he said the film 
shoots are also like most other film shoots 
and can be pretty slow because they spend 
lots of time getting the lights right. 

Spinelli said he hopes the contest will help 
take away a lot of myths about the making of 
porn films, including that the cast members 
are doing drugs in the bathroom before the 
scenes or that actresses have, to have guns 
forced to their heads in order to have sex on 
camera. 

Compiled- by Timory Wilson. 

21 oz. Long Island iced Tea $3.50 
Flavor of the Day Margarita 

•Regular $1.95 
• 24oz Jumbo $3.95 

20 Beers on Tap 

Spicy Billy Wings 
Chicken Tenders 
Nachos 

Prawns 
• Bacon Wraps 
• Coconut 

Potato Skins 
Deep Fried Cheese 

icken Fajita Quesadilla 

Calamari 

In Front of Costco on 
the Guide Meridian 

60UNGHAM 

Karaoke Every Tuesday, 9:00pm - Midnight "Family, Friends, Food & Fun!" 
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A g h o s t - h u n t i n g 
we wi 

By Krissy Gochnour 
The Western Front 

On a warm August night, ghost hunters 
Sherry Mulholland, Linda Goldston, Ana 
Melzark and four other women dressed 
in dark clothes and comfortable shoes 
parked their cars in the lot of the Bayview 
Cemetery off Lakeway Drive. Bringing 
temperature gauges, dousing rods, 35 mm 
cameras, a camcorder and a voice recorder, 
the women got out of their cars and faced the 
graveyard. 

A mixture of excitement and fear filled their 
veins as they gathered together in a spiritual 
circle with intentions of opening the lines of 
communication with the spirit world. 
^ They entered the cemetery. 

A breeze sriaellihg of roses soon filled their 
lungs as the women walked along a dirt trail 
toward the heart of the graveyard, searching 
wildly to find a grave with freshly placed 
flowers. 

The temperature gauges detected the 
breeze, with readings dropping below 
the normal 70-degree temperatures. No 
explanation could justify the scent, but an 
overwhelming feeling of serenity calmed 
any lingering fears as the women pressed on 
with their investigation. 

Once inside the cemetery, two women 
worked their way toward the north end to 
further investigate the breeze. Mulholland, 
Goldston, Melzark and two others continued 
on, walking along apaved road toward "Angel 
Eyes" and the "Deathbed," two monuments 
made notorious by urban legends. 

Suddenly, they heard yelling coming 
from the two investigators who had stayed 

north. They shouted that they had seen 
something running through the woods 
into the graveyard. Immediately thinking-
it was someone trying to contaminate the 
investigation, the investigators quickly 
turned on their flashlights. 

The form, a shadow described as a 
hunched-over, 5-foot-4-inch male, appeared 
again, this time ninning toward the women 
standing near "Angel Eyes." His feet quickly 
moved along the cemetery road, but no 
footsteps were heard. 

The shadow ran across the pavement 
and ducked behind "Angel Eyes." All 
seven women searched the area frantically, 
illuminating the grounds along the monument 
with their flashlights. 

They saw nothing. 
Some say the Bayview Cemetery is 

haunted. Mulholland, Goldston and Melzark 
said they know it is. 

The three women are a group of members 
of approximately 45 ghost investigators 
called Bellingham Observers of the Odd and 
Obscure. 

BOOO, which Mulholland founded in 
2001, began as a group of people trying 
to prove spiritual life after death. Now an 
established common-interest group, BOOO 
is an organization dedicated to researching 
and investigating paranormal activity. 

"Interestingly enough, most of the people 
in this group have actually been doing this for 
years and didn't really know what they were 
doing until they met Sherry," Melzark said. 
"We didn't know what we were looking at or 
seeing. Sherry kind of defined that for us." 

Capturing large cell-like images, known 
as orbs,, in photographs during investigations 

have fueled the 
members of BOOO 
that spiritual existence 
is real. 

"I will feel an 
energy," Goldston 
said. "I feel that 
someone is there. If 
you are sitting in a 
room and someone 
walks up behind you, 
you can just tell when 
someone is there. 
That is what I feel. 
So I will turn around Krissy Gochnour/The Western Front 
and take a picture and The "Angel Eyes" monument in Bayview Cemetery is a 
bing, it's there." highly active area of odd behavior, according to BOOO. 

Orbs are theorized 

Photo courtesy of Bellingham Observers of the Odd and Obscure 
"Orbs" float around the "Deathbed" monument in Bayview Cemetery in July. 
Orbs are only visible on film, BOOO founder Sherry Mulholland said. 

as being formed by spirits as a means of 
travel, Mulholland said. Traveling this way 
is easier than taking human form. That way, 
spirits can travel together, she said. 

Spheres of light are not the only paranormal 
activities that members have experienced 
as a lot of energies cannot be seen with the 
naked eye, she said. 

They have detected voices in recordings 
during several investigations in the form of 
short sentences or comments, Mulholland 
said. 

"When we cannot hear it physically, it will 
show up on the tape recorder," she said. "We 
do not hear long sentences because it is very 
hard to come up with the energy needed to 
actually make that contact — to cross over." 

An important aspect in the investigations 
BOOO perform is research, Goldston said. 
One person, usually Mulholland, will explore 
the history of the location they are going to 
investigate. The remainder of the group is not 
allowed to know anything pertaining to the 
matter. The group conducts its investigation 
and debriefs off-site immediately afterward. 

"We take our impressions, our feelings, 
whatever we heard, and we will staff later 
to share our experiences," she said. "We put 
the information together. The facts are given 
to us, and it is amazing how our experiences 
match up with the research without knowing 
anything." 

Mulholland said she tries not to let 
anyone know what to expect throughout the 
investigations. 

"We want their information to be the real 
thing," she said. 

Melzark said having no prior knowledge 
before the investigation can be rewarding, 
referring to her first ghost hunt in July at 
a Bellingham museum that did not grant 
permission to release its name. There, she 
successfully identified the initials of two 
men who had been noted in historical text 
as former employees. Her experience was a 
remarkable one as she described receiving a 
ghostly shoeshine. 

"It started out as my feet getting really 
cold," she said. "I wasn't really sure what it 
was. I felt a breeze going across my shoes. 
Later when we were told the history of the 
museum, it was very possible that there was 
a shoe shiner there. When we got the pictures 

back, there was a nice bright orb just about 
the level that my feet were, traveling across 
the floor. Coincidence? Maybe." 

BOOO is attempting to receive permission 
to enter a few of Bellingham's historic 
buildings that once acted as bars and brothels, 
she said. 

The group does not conduct investigations 
unless the owner of the building releases 
permission, Mulholland said. 

Opening a line of communication with 
spirits and leaving the scene is disrespectful, 
she said. BOOO does not do any paranormal 
investigations without permission. 

Bellingham's historic buildings and 
intense history make it a haven for hauntings, 
Melzark said. 

The Mount Baker Theatre is high on 
BOOO's most-haunted list. An investigation 
in 2002 resulted in experiences with ghostly 
actors and stage crew, she said. The most 
famous was "Judy," a ghost named after 
one of the most famous actresses to grace 
the stage, Judy Garland. Rumor has it that 
she haunts projectionists by calling out their 
names, and a BOOO investigator claimed to 
see her in form. The BOOO investigator also 
reported cold spots in areas of the theater. 

Bayview Cemetery also is eminent on 
BOOO's list of haunted hotspots, Goldston 
said. The "Deathbed" is a monument rumored 
to be cursed by a woman from historical 
times who was executed on suspicion of 
being a witch. Legend has it that lying upon 
the monument will expedite a person's death, 
Mulholland said. 

The gravestone, nicknamed "Angel Eyes," 
is the second most notoriously haunted 
location at Bayview. 

Reports of a ghostly figure lurking around 
the stone monument have allegedly been 
confirmed by BOOO's August investigation. 

Mulholland said BOOO is anticipating 
starting a Bellingham Ghost Tour. The tour 
will emphasize on the various haunted 
structures in the city. 

"Anyone can see and hear these things if 
they want to," she said. "They just need to 
allow it to happen. Spirits do not discriminate. 
Things are going on, you just have to look for 
it. Anyone can capture orbs on a camera. If 
you encourage these spirits, most times they 
will welcome you." 



October 26, 2004 FEATURES The Western Front • 11 

The Lynden Fairgrounds is home to the haunted house for all-ages Halloween fun 
By Mari Bergstrom 

The Western Front 

Even if blood-spattered rubber masks and vampire 
coffins are no longer frightening, braving the Barn of Terror 
Haunted House at the Lynden Fairgrounds is entertaining, 
charitable and potentially profitable as Halloween quickly 
approaches. 

The 7,000-square-foot haunted house, sponsored by 
You Call the Shots Espresso, is composed of nine rooms, 
each connected by pitch-black mazes. Actors dressed as 
vampires and mimes hide in dark corners, waiting for the 
opportunity to catch people off guard. 

The amount of effort put into making the barn was evident 
through the different rooms, which ranged from a jungle 
to a graveyard! Strobe lights and fog were disorienting 
but added to the ghostly presence throughout the haunted 
house. 

Traveling between rooms was only possible by a guiding 
hand, as the passageways were entirely dark. The barn was 
full of detail to try to scare all that entered it. . 

The creative outcome of the barn took roughly two-
and-a-half weeks to organize, approximately 250 hours, 
with eight to 10 volunteers working each night, event 
coordinator Casey Gunderson said. 

Western senior Sarah Forney said she had the opportunity 
to work behind the scenes at the barn as one of the actors. 
She said seeing the reaction on people's faces after jumping 
out and scaring them was comical. 

"The best is when you scare a father or big bulky men," 
she said. 

Bellingham resident Corey Lincoln brought his family to 
the barn Oct. 15. 

"As an adult, it is a little predictable, but it is great for 
little kids," Lincoln said. 

His 8-year-old son, William, said he screamed when 
people jumped out from the dark corners. 

"It is definitely not demonic or evil, but it is really 
suspenseful for even me because the actors jump out in 
different places," Gunderson said. "You may think it is not 
scary, but it is."' 

She also said the barn has been known to make people 
cry. 

Besides providing entertainment, the 
barn also supported important charities, 
such as Blue Skies for Children and 
Whatcom County food banks. 

Blue Skies for Children is dedicated 
to providing help to homeless, low-
income and foster children in Whatcom 
County, Gunderson said. 

"All the proceeds from $1 raffle 
tickets will go directly to Blue Skies 
for Children," Gunderson said. "We 
are trying to raise $5,000 for the 
charity." 

Not only does buying a raffle ticket 
help children in need, it also provides 
a chance to win prizes from the coffin 
of goodies, which includes more than 
$2,000 in prizes, Forney said. 

If the $7 admission to the barn is 
too expensive, bringing a can of food 
will not only knock $1 off the price, E v e n t c o o r d i n a t o r 

but also aid the Whatcom County Food j ^ e g a r n Qf j e r r or 
Bank, Gunderson said. 

In addition to the haunted house, face painting and a 
pumpkin-carving contest provide entertainment children 
will enjoy, she said. 

"We are trying to get the community involved and make 
it so people want to come back every year," Gunderson 
said. 

She said she is expecting approximately 10,000 people 
to attend the haunted house this year. It is open Oct. 27 
through Oct. 31 at 2 p.m. each day. 

Mari Bergstrom/The Western Front 
Clark Goff stands in costume at the entrance to 
Haunted House and greets entrants. 

Local filmmaker speaks at Fairhaven Library 
By Laura Greaby 
The Western Front 

Working on the movie "Star Wars" and creating 
documentaries are only a couples of things Larry Green 
has done during his career. His stories came to life in the 
basement of the Fairhaven Public Library on a windy 
Thursday evening. Approximately 12 people who belong 
to the Whatcom Communications Association came to hear 
him speak. 

Green, a movie producer and Bellingham resident, talked 
on Oct. 21 about how the influences from his past affected his 
choice to produce the movie "The Witches of Fairhaven." 

Green came up with the story idea and said he hopes to film 
the movie in Whatcom County. 

"Fairhaven is an untapped movie background with amazing 
outdoor locations," he said. 

Real-life ghost stories influenced him in the supernatural 
ideas for the movie plot, Green said. When he was 5, he said 
his family moved to Hartford, Conn., where he. lived in an old 
house, which was once the home of a sea captain. On boats 
like the one the sea captain lived on, doors are always kept 
shut, so if the boat floods, it would stop at the next closed-
door and not sink the boat, Green said. As legend has it, the 
sea captain followed this rule in his own house, too. 

Green was playing outside the door of his parents' room 
while they were inside with the door ajar. After awhile, 
they heard angry footsteps coming up the stairs. His mom 
assumed it was the neighbors until the steps came closer and 
Green and his parents could not see anybody. An invisible 
force closed and reopened the bedroom door between Green 
and his parents, Green said. 

He said they thought this was the ghost of the old sea captain 
who was angry that a door was kept open in his house. 

"I have seen ghosts; I think they exist and hope there will 
someday be a scientific explanation," Green said. 

"The Witches of Fairhaven" will have a dark story and will 
contain historical characters who Green said have always 
intrigued him. 

" "The Witches of Fairhaven' will not be Harry Potter. It is 
supposed to give you goose bumps," Green said. "It will not 
shy away from talking about the darkness in life." 

The most important part of a movie is the script, Green 

said. 
"No matter how good your actors are, it all comes back to 

the quality of the script," he said. 
Green said he got into the film business in his early 20s 

when he moved to Los Angles. Green, who was unemployed 
at the time, a person approached Green from a film studio 
and asked him if he would be interested in an office position. 
Two days later, he had a message from filmmaker George 
Lucas, who had just received funding for a big science-fiction 
movie. The movie turned out to be "Star Wars." 

Although Green had a bare resume, Lucas' company, 
Lucasfilm hired Green to work in its production office doing 
merchandising sales during the filming of the first "Star 

Laura Greaby/The Western Front 
Filmmaker Larry Green lectures on Oct. 22 to a 
group in the Fairhaven Library. 

Wars" movie. 
"Lucas and I hit it off from the start. I made him laugh, 

which is why I think he kept me around," Green said. 
Green worked in the production office directly across from 

Universal Studios. Mark Hamill, or Luke Skywalker, as he is 
famously known, was one of the only actors who visited the 
production office. The two were roughly the same age and 
soon became friends, Green said. 

"We used to go to a local deli to eat lunch and try to pick 
up chicks," he said. "But even right after the movie came out, 
they never believed they were near Luke Skywalker, and we 
were unsuccessful." 

Green worked on the sequel "Star Wars: Episode V — The 
Empire Strikes Back." 

Soon after, Green landed a job creating a poster to advertise 
Sylvester Stallone's movie "Rocky IQ." The poster was a 
successful venture for Green, so with advice from Stallone, 
he said he decided to start his own production company in the 
early '80s called Larry Green Productions, he said. 

"It is harder than it looks to start a production company," 
Green said. "I started out doing a few things for HBO and 
other odds-and-ends jobs." 

Many successful ventures came out of this time, including 
producing the documentary "Superstar — The Life and 
Times of Andy Warhol," which won the Silver Plaque for 
documentary excellence at the Chicago Film Festival in 
1991, Green said. 

Irvin Kershner, who also directed movies such as "The 
Empire Strikes Back," will direct "The Witches OfFairhaven." 
The movie will begin production in fall 2005, Green said. 

Sandy Slover, who works at the extended education office 
at Western, was an audience member at the speech. 

"He's an excellent oral storyteller who keeps his audience 
entertained, seemingly without effort," Slover said; "Larry is 
the king of the lucky break, having fallen into a film career 
by accident #hen he met the right person at the right time at 
a Hollywood party. Those parties are where much of the real 
business and deal-making of Hollywood occurs — it's not 
just a myth." 

The Whatcom Communication Association sponsored 
the event. The organization works to promote excellence in 
communication, said Elisa Classen, organizing committee 
member of the association 
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daze 
The student-run radio station KUGS gives students an opportunity to get on-air 

By Elana Bean 
- The Western Front 

It plays in the car, in the shower and 
at parties. The radio is always in the 
background, available but not exciting. 
Radio is something to fall back on when one 
cannot chose the music. 

At KUGS, Western's community radio 
station, radio is not just background music, 
but a place for students to get practical radio 
experience. 

Western senior Kara Thies said she has 
been a disc jockey for KUGS since last year. 
Thies said she became interested in radio at 
Green River Community College, and when 
she came to Western, she was determined to 
continue working in radio. 

Thies' said she liked the way that KUGS 
is organized because it never feels too 
haphazard. KUGS was voted the best radio 
station in Bellingham by Bellingham Weekly 
last year as well. 

Thies works on a program called Music 
forthe Masses, which airs weekdays from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. She said she loves doing 
radio because of me atmosphere and people 
with whom she works. 

"It's so much fun," Thies said. "You get to 
listen to so much music and hang out with 
awesome people."^'*' ; -

She said that she feels community radio is 
W* 

; "I. started last year as -a newsreader, and 
iĵ ^Uotŝ ĵ iĵ qî ir''-̂ sist:'year I^dtJVmsic forthe 
Masses/'Thies said. , ; -
X She said becorning,aDJ at KUGSTs.npt 
difficult. ~ ••' *"-:'".''•••' Ji££0k0^t 
-cMfs jus t^ra^er of taking mitMiy^aBi|?| 
liking to people.and finding out \ v i | a : ^ i ^ 
can do," Thies said. ;s"f ._ - ^^%£% 

Thies s3i(i-she completed* "all t l | | ^^ i rBi 
requiremehts";lastyear.'^ ' -"!:';'K "f 

To become a DJ, a student must first fill 
out a volunteer application, general manager 
Jaime Hoover said. 

Program director David Kennedy said he 
reviews the applications and hires volunteers 
once a quarter. 

After the applicant Kennedy accepts the 
applicant, he or she start as a newsreader. 
Newsreaders collect information and news 
briefs from The Associated Press wire and 
read them during breaks of programming, 
Hoover said. 

Western freshman Sean Daeley is a 
newsreader for KUGS. He said he does radio 
for fun but considers it a career-possibility. 

Kara Thies, a Western senior and KUGS disc jockey, reads an announcement 

consider in a vdJtititeerT is whether the 
volunteer will sffe^ .up. Many times 
students fill out tfteir|. schedules but are 
not available whetf^Hed* to fill in. This 

eliminates people who are not 
truly interested, she said. 

Once a student, is qualified to. 
work the control board and has 
passed the operator proficiency 
test, all that remains is for an 
open spot. Usually students start 
as Music for the Masses DJs and 
work their way into specialty 
programs as they gain experience, 
Hoover said. 

"Stations like KUGS aren't full-
time stations," Hoover said. "That's why we 
have a real mix of stuff going on." 

Students must write a proposal to do a 

$ < ^ n o j ^ ^ r 

^ : ' : ^ ^ £ ; : ^ it 

Once a student becomes B 
familiar with being on-air, 
then board operation training 
begins. This teaches new DJs 
how to operate the control 
board and program music 
selections, Hoover said 

Students receive an 
operator proficiency test 
at the beginning of each 
quarter, which all students 
who wish to be a ;DJ must take and pass, 
Hoover said, 

Hoover said the main thing the managers 

'Itssqmuchjun. 
You get to listen to 
so much music and 

hang out with 
awesome people.' 

Kara Thies 
KUGS DJ and Western 

senior 

Elana Bean/The Western Front 
during the show, Music for the Masses, 

specialty show, Hoover said. 
"There are a lot of ways to pull academics 

in with radio shows," Hoover said. 
In addition to being a DJ, other 

opportunities are available for students 
to be involved with KUGS, Hoover said. 
KUGS has eight student managers who 

, handle all aspects of radio-station business, 
Hoover said. 

Working at KUGS gives students a 
chance to learn about music they have never 
experienced before, Hoover said. 

"We have music here before it hits the 
street," Hoover said. 

Music labels, independent promoters and 
bands all send music to the station, Hoover 
said. 

"We are the only locally owned station in 
Bellingham," Hoover said. 

r " \ 

Nowfnl 

"Beads 
"Charms 
"Chain 

And More! 

'The Creative Bead Store 
Historic Fairhaven, B'ham. 

(360)671-6655 
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J - ALADDIN'S ANTIQUES fi^ 
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RADICAL CIIKERLKADINCii 
Bellingham group uses pep to make a political statement 

By Crystal Oberholtzer 
The Western Front -

At last academic year's Take 
Back the Night rally, the radical 
cheerleaders surprised the audience 
at the anti-violence gathering by 
lifting eight matching pleated skirts 
to reveal sewn-on pink feather boa 
"bushes" during their "my bush for 
president" cheer. 

"(Radical cheerleading) is about 
taking the art form of cheerleading 
and converting it and making it 
meaningful," said Cara Pierson, 
Western junior and radical 
cheerleader. "Instead of using it to 
just go 'rah, rah' for some football 
team or serving as a sex object, 
we're trying to get people fired 
up about things that really matter, 
about social issues and whatever it 
is that needs to be brought to the 
surface." 

The Bellingham radical 
cheerleaders focus on anti-violence 
and awareness for issues like sexual 
assault, reproductive rights, gay 
and lesbian issues, globalization 
and domestic violence, said 
Jasmine Sheldon, Western junior 
and radical cheerleader. 

"A lot of times people get really 
disheartened with activism because 
it can be so depressing," she said. 
"When there's so many things 

going on and you want to make so 
many changes, it's really hard. So 
radical cheerleading is a way to get 
really excited about activism for us 

and then also to get other people 
really excited about it." 

The radical cheerleaders are not 
affiliated with Western because 

Crystal Oberholtzer/The Western Front 
Radical cheerleaders Hana Kato and Misty Fall practice in 
the Fairhaven lounge for their first performance of the school 
year in October. 

they want to let people outside of 
the school be involved in the act, 
Pierson said. 

Misty Fall, who does not attend 
Western but is considering attending 
winter quarter, said she started the 
Bellingham Radical Cheerleaders 
with a group of friends three years 
ago because it sounded like a fun 
way to be active in the community. 

"Seeing us makes people stop to 
watch, then they start listening to 
what we're saying and they're like, 
' oh, my god, did they just say fuck?' 
" said Cassandra Kuestermeyer 
Western sophomore and radical 
cheerleader. 

The radical cheerleaders take 
over the majority of the Fairhaven 
College lounge for a few hours 
each week to practice. They learn 
and improve on cheers while 
unsuspecting students walk by. 

Kuestermeyer said she always 
gets a positive response to 
performances but said most of 
the routines have been performed 
in safe environments, such as 
Take Back the Night. She said 
that although some people do not 
necessarily agree with some of the 
messages in the cheers, the shock of 
their performances may stun those 
who disagree into contemplating 
what the cheerleaders have to say. 

Kuestermeyer laughed 

readily when she talked about 
performances, but it was obvious 
she is serious about the message 
of empowerment she is trying to 
convey. 

"We're not out there to look good; 
we're there to make a statement," 
Pierson said. 

The radical cheerleaders perform 
mainly on Western's campus. They 
took their act off campus last year 
for the closing of an exhibit at the 
Hand to Mouth Gallery, and hope 
to venture into the Bellingham 
community more this year, Pierson 
said. 

The squad is composed of eight 
to 13 women, with six veteran 
cheerleaders back for another 
year. The number of cheerleaders 
performing varies depending on 
each individual's schedule, Fall 
said. 

Some of the cheers the group 
comes up with are too aggressive 
for Bellingham, so the cheerleaders 
change them to fit a nonviolent 
style. One cheer suggested 
chanting "attack, attack," which 
the cheerleaders felt was overly 
aggressive. So they decided to 
change "attack" to "fight back" and 
made the cheer work for them. 

"We don't want to fight violence 
with violence," Sheldon said. 
"That's definitely not our style." 

^ * 
University '* 

Dining Services 

RECEIVE A FREE 
SAMPLE OF OUR NEW 

VIKING COOKIE Nov 2nd 

Receive a free sample when you show proof of Voting 
November 2nd at these locations: 

DOWNTOWN JOHNNY'S 
21 &0V6T 
with ID 

rtf 
Located in the Student 

Recreation Center 

Located in Carver Gym 

UNDER6ROUNH 
COFFEEHOUSE 

Located on 3rd floor in VU 

i/ 

irf 

Proof includes: 

• Show your "I voted" sticker 

• Ballot receipt 

t Voter registration Card 
(absentee voters) 

One per person 
Tuesday Nov 2nd only 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

www.housing.wwu.edu/dining 

MONDAY 
Free Pool • Karaoke 

$600 Micro Pitchers 

$Z50 Micro Pounders • $250 Weils 

October I£th Duets Karaoke Contest 

TUESDAY 
Free Poof • $60 0 Micro Pitchers 

$Z50 Micro Pounders . $2S0 Wells 

WEDNESDAY 

Progressive Well Drinks 
<\ PM to Close 

Starting at 50$ 

DJ Mikey 

70's & 80's Dance 

Free Pool 

6-4 PM 
HAPPY HOUR 
Evtry Night 

12s" Micro PwoMtars 
$6°° Micro PtteJww 

All Night 
Mon & TIMS. 

THURSDAY 
$250 You Call ft 

DJ Royal T 

R & B • Hip Hop . Dance 

/ Free Pool \ 

Every 

MOM, Tues & Wed 

Wells 

QOM to flpw 

Fri & Qat 

Friday A Saturday 
Heat Records 

DJ Royal T 
R&6 • flip Hop 

Great Dance Floor, Sound & Lights 

1408 Cornwall Ave •733-2579 
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Sports 
The Western Front 

www.westernfrontonline.com 

Women's soccer 

W^^S^^^^S^^^m^K^^^^ 

Football 

Vikings 

Men's soccer snaps three-game skid 
Western's shutout against Grand Canyon keeps playoff hopes alive 

By Nick Schmidt 
The Western Front 

The Western men's soccer team snapped 
a three-game losing streak Monday in 
a shutout win against Grand Canyon 
University at Mount Vernon High School. 

Western had a 16-to-8 advantage in shots 
taken, scoring twice, and Western junior 
goalkeeper Ben Dragavon recorded his 
17th career shutout with two saves. With 
the 2-0 win, Western improved to 11-5-0 
on the season. 

Western managed the win despite 
playing without its leading scorer, Western 
senior forward Ryan Hopp. Hopp was 
ineligible to play because he received 
his fifth yellow card Oct. 16 in Western's 
game against Seattle Pacific University. 
According to Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference rules, a player must serve a 
one-game suspension after receiving a five 
yellow cards. 

"It is always hard to lose your leading 
scorer, but I'm confident that our other 
players are going to step up and come 
through," head coach Travis Connell said 
before the game. 

After ending the first half with no score, 
Western scored twice in the second half. 

"It could have been easy to get 
frustrated after the first half, but it didn't 
rattle us, and we stuck with our game 
plan," Connell said. 

Western senior • • 
midfielder David 
Schlesinger scored 
Western's first goal in 
the 59th minute with 
Western freshmen 
forwards Nick Webb and 
Zach Bauling getting 
credit for the assist. 

Three minutes later 
Western found the back 
of the net again. With an 
assist by Western senior 
midfielder Jeff Lane, Bauling knocked 
the ball in from 25 yards out. 

"We stuck with our game plan, they wore 
out, and we put it past them," Dragavon 
said. "Getting a shutout is just an added 
bonus to winning. It is against teams like 
this that when you get a shutout, you know 
you did your job." 

With the shutout, Dragavon also 

'Getting the shutout is 
just an added bonus to 
winning. It is against 

teams like this that when 
you get a shutout, you 

know you did your job. " 

Ben Dragavon 
Western junior goalkeeper 

extended his school career shutout record 
to 16 and his season total to five. 

Western will finish the season with four 
games during the next seven days. 

"Hell week," as, Dragavon called it, 
will start at 7 p.m. on 

• Oct. 30 at home against 
The Evergreen State 
College. The men's season 
concludes a week later at 
home at 7 p.m. on Nov. 6 
against NCAA Division 
II No. 1 ranked Seattle 
University. 

"I think we play better 
in those situations, one 
challenge after another, 
I'm looking forward to it 
and hopefully with good 

results," Connell said. 
Connell said he was waiting to get Hopp 

back but was more than pleased with 
Bauling's performance in the game. 

Connell said that if Western can win all 
its remaining scheduled games, its final 
game's result against Seattle University 
could have a huge bearing on the team's 
playoff hopes. 

Football 

Senioi|noment 
The Western football team's game 
Saturday against Western Oregon 
University was the final home game 
for eight Viking seniors. They are... 

Rick Carte - TE, Juneau, Alaska 
Jason Day - OT, Tonasket 
Todd Gowing - OG, Kirkland 
Michael Koenen - K/P, Ferndale 
James Laurence - WR, Kent 
Steve Nichols - QB, Stevenson 
Sean O'Hara - CB, Pleasant Hill, Calif. 
Rob White - SS, Woodinville 

Steve 
Nichols 

Infographic by Matt DeVeau 

The Girls of Bellingham 
Lauren Dahlstrom 

Angelica Bro^w * ^ l i f l ^ 
Wednesday, October 27, 6pm 
VMateom County 

311 GrandiAvteniie, Bellihgham v C 
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Western and UW wakeboarders compete at Bow Lake 
By Krissy Gochnour 

The Western Front 

The University of Washington 
wakeboarding club showed no 
competition to Western Sunday 
as the two teams came together 
at Bow Lake in Alger to compete 
against each other for the first time 
ever. 

With Red Bulls in one hand 
and hamburgers in the other, 
approximately 75 spectators stood 
along the banks of the lake to 
support both teams. 

Red Bull officials said they 
sponsored the competition for 
recreational purposes because the 
University of Washington does not 
have an established wakeboarding 
team. 

"The event was an idea that Red 
Bull put together because there 

aren't organized wakeboarding 
competitions in this area," said 
Peter Moran, Red Bull marketing 
manager for the • 
Western Washington 
region. "We decided 
to create one." 

Linnzi Baxter, 
Red Bull brand 
representative for 
Western, and Aaron 
Hersey, Red Bull 
brand representative 
for the University of 
Washington, conjured 
up the idea as a way 
to bring wakeboarders from both 
universities together. 

"We decided to get together 
and compete," Hersey said. "The 
University of Washington doesn't 
have a wakeboarding team, so I 
just put one together. It's all about 

having fun today anyway." 
With five riders representing 

each side, the competition had 
• three separate heats. 

Each rider was 
allowed five minutes 
to execute as many 

'Competition isn 't my 
main aspect to wake­

boarding. It's just cool smnts as possible to 
to get out there to win obtain the highest 

the recognition.' 

Nick Ennen 
Western junior 
wakeboarder 

Krissy Gochnour/The Western Front 
Nick Ennen, a Western senior and professional wakeboarder, 
rides outside the wake at Sunday's competition against the 
University of Washington at Bow Lake in Alger. 

score. 
One member from 

each team judged 
the performances of 
the riders, and scores 
were displayed with 
large white cards 

ranging from one to 10. 
Featured riders for Western were 

nationally known professional 
wakeboardering brothers Nick and 
Mike Ennen, whose performances 
clearly stood out from the others, 
Moran said. 

"Competition isn't my main 
aspect to wakeboarding," Western 
junior Nick Ennen said. "It's just 
cool to get out there to win the 
recognition." 

The Ennen brothers compete in 
the professional tour. Western senior 
Mike Ennen recently placed fifth in 
the 2004 Summer X-Games. 

"Today is just for fun," he said. 
"I get to relax, ride with friends 
and enjoy a collegiate competition 
between two universities." 

Bow Lake is an approximately 
2,000-foot-long, privately owned, 
man-made lake that caters to 
wakeboarding and water-skiing 
enthusiasts. 

Mostly used as a bed-and-
breakfast resort for those wanting 
private water-ski or wakeboarding 
lessons, property manager Micahi 
Ping said he agreed to help play 

Krissy Gochnour/The Western Front 
Western senior and professional wakeboarder Bret van den 
Heuvel successfully executes a method back roll Sunday at 
Bow Lake in Alger. 
host to the event when he heard 
about the idea of the competition. 

"Linnzi (Baxter) and Mike Ennen 
just called and asked," he said. "I 
thought it was a great idea. It's a 
good way to come out and have 
fun and to get wakeboarders from 
the University of Washington up 
here to have fun, too. It's nothing 
serious." 

Ping, a former captain of 
Western's 2002 Water Ski Team, 

drove a 2004 Supra Launch SSV 
boat for the competitors, with 
an estimated two tons of weight 
bogging it down to create a larger 
wake. 

A collective barbecue followed 
the competition, which further 
emphasized the lack of rivalry 
between the two universities. 

Plans for future competitions 
between Western and the University 
of Washington remain undecided. 

HEALTH CAREERS INFO FAIR 

Looking for an Opportunity to Make a Difference? 
CIA's Directorate of Intelligence is seeking candidates for Analyst Positions. 

, Representatives from CIA's analytical arm, the Directorate of Intelligence, will be interviewing for analyst positions in Seattle 
durmg the week of January. 10th. Analysts work on the forefront of protecting national security, quickly assessing how rapidly 
changing international developments will impact US interests at home and abroad They use information from classified and 
unclassified sources from around the world to develop and provide the reliable intelligence that is essential for US policymakers 
to make informed decisions.The Dl is hiring for the following positions: 

• Analytic Methodologist * Economic, Political, Leadership and 
•Collection Analyst Military Analysts 
• Counterintelligence ThreatAnalyst • Sciencejechnology and 
• Counterterrorism Analyst Weapons Analyst 

Explore your 

educational options 

for health careers 

'Medical Analyst 
• Psychological/Psychiatric Analyst 
• Crime and Countemarcotics 
Analyst 

...Candidates must have at least a bachelor's degree with a minimum GPA of 3.0. Language skills, previous 
foreign area residence or travel, and relevant work experience are pluses. Candidates must successfully 
complete a medical examination, polygraph interview, and an extensive background investigation. 
All positions require US citizenship and relocation to the Washington, DC area. 

The CIA is America's premier intelligence agency, and we are committed to building and maintaining 
a work force as diverse as the nation we serve. 

For additional information, and to apply online, please visit www.cia.gov. Successful applicants 
who have submitted their resume by November 12th will be contacted to attend an 
information session and arrange a local area interview. 

An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free work force. 

THE WORK OF A NATION. 
THE CENTER OF IMTEUffiENCL 

S | | f i i l & October 28th 
^|S|te30am-2:00 pm 
^U Multipurpose Room 

Sponsered by .Career Services 
& Academic Advising Centers 

Special Events details at 
www.careers.wwu.edu 
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'MOUNTAIN 
FRESH' 

Snowboarding is no longer just an extra­
curricular activity for Western students 

By Ruth Wetzel 
The Western Front 

Snowboarding companies look for athletes who excel at competitions at an early age, 
and when they decide to endorse someone, they offer sweet benefits, Western senior David 
Goto said. 

Various snowboarding sponsors have endorsed three talented students at Western, and 
one of them, Western senior John Laing, managed to incorporate his snowboarding talent 
into his education. 

Laing, a professional snowboarder who has been sponsored since he was 12, rides for K2 
snowboards. He said he has used his classes, from technology to communication, to work 
on the business aspect of snowboarding. He puts-his writing skills to Use as the editor of the 
Bellingham magazine Frequency: The Snowboarder's Journal. 

"I have been working with Frequency on editorial in the magazine and also directing a 
video journal," Laing said. 

Laing also directed and produced a snowboarding documentary film as an internship 
project through the communication department. He said the focus of his film is to show the 
snowboard riding itself rather than to show who is riding, which is an important distinction 
he made between his film and the majority of other snowboarding films. Although he does 
not emphasize the tricks often used for shock value, the video includes many difficult skills, 
such as table tops and free style with big air. 

Laing said he communicated with co-workers and outsiders on the proj ect. The completed 
film will be shown Thursday at the Mount Baker Theatre. 

Goto said that although he does not intend to snowboard professionally, he is serious about 
the sport. Goto said he juggles school and snowboarding by taking a lighter class schedule 
winter quarter. Western senior Ralph Backstrom said he agrees with Goto's strategy. 

"1 take Tuesday and Thursday classes. Then you can have afour-day weekend," Backstrom 
said, referring to winter quarter. 

Snowboarding is only a winter sport at Mount Baker, about 31 miles east of Bellingham, 
but Backstrom said Mount Hood, Ore. and Whistler, BC are open the rest of the year. 

Because snow is slushy during the summer, it is ideal for doing tricks, Goto said. Laing 
filmed part of his movie at Mount Hood this past summer with help from his partner on the 
project, Western senior Jeremy Dubs. 

"I organized the film by keeping communication open with many filmers and media-
related sponsors, such as Burton, Ride and Lib Tech," Laing said. 

Backstrom, 22, who had a sponsor from the time he was 14 until he was 19, said that 
when athletes have a contract with a company, they lose a lot of freedom. Companies have 
expectations of snowboarders they sponsor, from doing a number of competitions a year to 
going with a photographer to film video parts, he said. 

But Laing said his sponsors helped him make it to certain travel locations in order to shoot 
his film. <sg 

He said the project involved a good amount of traveling for the purpose 
of meeting with certain athletes and filming them in their riding 
environment. He worked with riders from Japan and Europe, as 
well as local riders. 

Laing said the film was unorganized at first but came 
together the more they worked on it. 

"As we started to look at more shots, the film 
created itself," Laing said. 4g 

Soon their ideas became a reality. 
"The kind of stuff we're doing is kind of 

nuts," Goto said, elaborating on some 
of the tricks slushy snow allows 
snowboarders to perform. 

They do tricks such as 70-
foot tabletops, which involve a 
combination of steep drop-offs 
and free falling, Goto said. 

Laing said it is important to 
him to show, through his film, 
that people. can have major 

accomplishments while being in school. He said he accomplished an educational goal in 
organizing a full production of the video. 

"It is pretty hard work between collecting footage, organizing the footage and editing," 
Laing said. 

He also said producing the video is only one area of work the project involved. 
"It was hard to storyboard the shots and make them relevant to the video-journal format," 

Laing said. 
He said he had so many shots from different filmers it was difficult to place them since 

not all the footage came from his filming. 
Although the excitement of filming is over for the moment, anyone with an affinity for 

the outdoors can be part of the snowboarding scene in Bellingham, Laing said. Backstrom 
said students can get involved through the Outdoor Center on campus or by going to Mount 
Baker on their own. 

He said students should avoid weekends, though, since Mount Baker is crowded with 
"weekend warriors." Backstrom said getting snowboarding sponsorship is mostly about 
knowing contacts. Just going out and doing what they do, however, is how some people 
meet their sponsors he said. 

I F Photo courtesy o f ShemRoose 

(Top) Western senior John Laing tail grabs in Stowe, Vt , 
this past March. Laing, a general studies major and commu­
nication minor, directed the movie "Mountain Fresh," which 
is playing at the Mount Baker Theatre Thursday. 

Photo courtesy o f Think Thank 

(Bottom) Time-captured image of a video in which Laing at­
tempts a switch 900 in Anchorage, Alaska. 
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Due Credit . 
You've earned I t . 
Why no t c la im It? 

If you're working hard just to make 
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Revenue Service. 
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In Depth: Should Bellingham voters pass 
the EMS levy? 

• rp r * 

Money could come from within Funding necessary to offset growth 
Tera 

Randall 

COMMENTARY 

The lack of money available to fund 
emergency-medical services within the 
Bellingham Fire Department can be 
procured by reorganizing the department's 
finance system, not by increasing taxes. 

The Bellingham City Council is 
proposing the Bellingham Medic One Levy 
to increase property taxes in Bellingham by 
up to 12 percent over six years. The levy 
will fund the under-budgeted 
EMS program, according to 
an Oct. 12 Bellingham Herald 
article. 

The tax is ambiguous, with 
rates that could 
annually through City Council 
votes. The tax gives the council 
the ability to increase or 
decrease the percentage taxed. 
This takes away taxpayers' 
freedom and gives all the 
power to a group of people who cannot 
budget money efficiently. 

In spring and summer, the Bellingham 
Fire Department hired the Matrix Consulting' 
Group to assess its budget shortfall. 
. Through an extensive analysis, the team 

came up with the obvious conclusion to the 
lack of money: The revenues need to better 
reflect actual costs, according to the city 
of Bellingham's Web site. But the council 
chooses to defy the obvious answer by 
proposing a tax. 

The Matrix Consulting Group noted in its 
evaluation that many other cities' fees for 
permits, plan reviews and inspections cost 
more than those of Bellingham's prices 
by several fold, according to the city of 
Bellingham's Web site, 

The consultants showed in their reports 
that if the fire department were to change its 
financing in ways similar to the departments 

'The city wants to 
collect excess money 
from the taxpayers, 

fluctuate yet it ignores profes- taxpayers 

in cities such as Olympia and Seattle, it 
would be able to create the needed revenue 
to support the EMS. Again, the levy is 
only providing unnecessary money for the 
council to play with. 

According to the city of Bellingham's 
Web site, the city has implemented some 
of the consulting group's suggestions, 
but many need further research or cannot 
be introduced at this time. Instead of 
implementing changes that are proven to 
work, the city is asking for more money to 
mismanage. 

If the levy does not pass, the property 
taxes will still be likely to increase by 1 
percent, which is the minimum tax increase 
allowed without voter approval by the 

statewide 2001 Initiative 
747, according to an Oct. 7 
Bellingham Weekly article. 

The city wants to collect 
excess money from the 

yet it ignores 

sional advice and 
makes no effort 

toward an alternative 
solution.' 

professional advice and makes 
no effort toward an alternative 
solution. Clearly this is not 
a solution to the budget 
problem. 

The idea behind the levy 
is beneficial because the EMS does 
need money to thrive, but a tax raise is 
unnesecary. EMS can produce the money 
through better management* of funds by 
implementing customer fees closer to the 
true cost of service. 

If the levy were to pass, the maximum 
increase of property taxes would be 35 
cents for every $1,000. Supporters of the 
levy say the actual increase is unsubstantial; 
nonetheless, it is unnecessary. The Matrix 
study shows that the money needed for 
medical supplies could be raised within the 
fire department. 

A variety of other funding options are 
available to cover the Bellingham Medic 
One services besides an increase to the 
Bellingham property tax. 

The city is using the levy as a scapegoat 
for the real issue —its lack of effective 
money management. 

Michael 
Murray 

COMMENTARY 

Voting on Nov. 2 will determine important 
issues throughout the county. But the 
Bellingham Medic One Levy is one of the 
most important debates in Bellingham. 

The 2004 emergency-medical-services 
levy is a necessary provision for the future 
of the area. 

The levy proposes a property tax of up 
to 35 cents per $1,000 of assessed property 
value and would be in place for six years. 

Bellingham needs to pass this levy so the 
existing EMS Will be able to _ = _ _ _ _ 
continue to function and to add 
a new unit to serve the county's 
needs. Bellingham is a growing 
community with a strong growth 

The levy would allow EMS to add another 
unit to the group and to assist people in 
remote areas faster. According to the 2002 
strategic plan, a 35 cent levy would create 
a new Medic One unit and give the EMS 
funding to improve services with more 
sophisticated equipment. 

According to the 2004 Population Trends 
from the Washington State Office of Financial 
Management, the 2000 census estimated that 
Whatcom County would have a growth of 
10,474 people by 2004. With a natural increase 
of 2,850 people per year, expectations for the 
current EMS to keep up without any funding 
increase is unrealistic. 

In 2000, the Bellingham population was 
67,171. Bellingham's population is now 
estimated at 71,080, an increase of 3,90.9 in 
four years. With the current budget issues, it 
_ _ _ _ = appears the funding increases 

will not be able to be taken from 
the general fund. 

Tax increases are never a 
popular choice, simply because 

'Tax increases are 
never a popular 
choice... But the 

.rate, but the current allocation of EMS levy provides a people do not like to pay more 
funds is insufficient compared to life-saving service to for anything. But the EMS 
the needs of the people. the entire Bellingham leyy P r o v i d e s a life-saving 

TriData Corp. of Arlington, .. , service to the entire Bellingham 
Va., creajted the Whatcom ^' community. 
County EMS Strategic plan in 2002. To fix 
the program's chronic cost overruns, the plan 
called for a six-year levy to be on the ballot on 
or before November 2003. 

The levy failed. According to the plan, 
"The levy has to be on the ballot no later than 
November 2003, which is the amount of time 
the county can continue its current payment to 
the EMS system." 

Since the 2003 levy failed, the EMS 
program has continued to function from the 
city's general fund, as it has for the past 30 
years, according to the Oct. 9 Bellingham 
Herald Campaign Notebook. 

But according to an Oct. 12 Bellingham 
Herald article, the Bellingham budget could 
face a $2.9iruHion deficit. The new levy could 
raise $1.6 million solely for EMS. That is $1.6 
million that does not need to come from the 
general fund and could be used in other areas, 
such as education or law enforcement. 

A 12 percent increase seems like a lot 
of money, but according to the city of 
Bellingham's Web site, Bellingham has the 
lowest property taxes in WhatcOm County. 
The levy only applies to the city portion of 
the property-tax bill, which is only a quarter 
of the total tax bill for property owners in 
Bellingham. 

The system does not have anything wrong 
with it, and it could probably function for 
another year or two without terminating 
service. But a smarter decision would be to 
correct the problem and make the adequate 
changes now. That means the 2004 EMS levy 
is necessary. 

The EMS serves the county well. To 
continue that service, the 2004 levy is an 
important part of the Nov. 2 vote. Passing the 
levy means a small increase in property taxes 
for some property owners, but a huge increase 
in EMS service for everyone. 

WE SEE A FUTURE IN IT FOR YOU. 
Why, what do you see? 

A career in clinical psychology arid a doctoral degree 
from George Fox University. 

Caring mentoring, Christian worldview, national accreditation, 
and located in the beautiful Northwest. 

G E O R G E FOX 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

CALL 800-631-0921 
psyd.georgefox.edu 

125 SSamish Way 

Samish Way 

527.2716 

Sun-ThU'T.S Special 
Bring In valid Western Card 8C recieve 54 off 

each gallon of gas. Also recieve 5% off any in - Store purchase 

WESTERN FRONT CLASSIFIEDS 
SELL! 

6SO-3161 
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Environment should be just as much of an issue 
in the presidential election as terrorism or the economy 

This election season has been one of the most galvanizing in history. 
It has sparked debates on stem-cell research, gay marriage and even the 
Vietnam War. Though national security and economic recovery have 
been ubiquitous topics in the news, the one truly all-encompassing issue 
of this and all other elections is being almost entirely neglected — the 
environment. 

Issues related to the economy and national defense have taken center 
stage in this election. Twenty-nine percent of those questioned in an 
April 2003 Pew Research Center for the People and Press poll said 
issues of national defense were the most important problems facing 
the country. The candidates should reflect public interest and address 
terrorism and security, but the focus should be more proportional to the 
threat According to an Oct. 29, 2003 CNN.com article, 2,792 people 
died in the World Trade Center, and an Oct. 25 CNN report stated that 
1,109 U.S. troops have died in Iraq. Though these deaths are important, 
if the health of the environment is not maintained, it could result in the 
decimation of all human, plant and animal life. 

Environmental safety is a world issue, and U.S, environmental policy 
sets a poor example for industrial nations and developing economies 
throughout the world. The March 2001 rejection of the Kyoto Protocol 
will have harmful consequences for years to come in forming and 
enforcing emissions rules and environmental policy. If the environment 
were a focal point of the campaigns, the candidates would feel pressure 
to take a firm stance as well as make plans for the future. 

Though environmental records may not influence which candidate 
voters choose, the information should be more widely available. 
According to the Sierra Club's Web site, the Bush administration has 
committed 300 "crimes against nature" through its policies. These 
policies include the proposal to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
to oil drilling and billion-dollar cuts in funding for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry and 
his running mate, John Edwards, on the other hand, have consistently 
approved legislation that protects the environment, according to the 
Sierra Club Web site. 

Despite the importance of environmental issues, terrorism is still a 
looming threat that can strike at any time. The candidates must address 
the issue forcefully in order to assuage people's fears of another attack, 
either on American soil or abroad. 

Just because the threat of environmental decay is more subtle, 
however, it does not mean it should be swept to the side. The United 
States' rejection of the Kyoto Protocol, increasingly lax standards 
on emissions and the constant favoring of corporate interests over 
environmental concerns are small steps toward the destruction of 
the environment. A terrorist attack, though devastating, can have a 
recovery, but environmental disaster is not easy to turn around. Like a 
train on a broken track, it will take time to slow the disastrous effects 
of faulty environmental policies, and reversing them is a tremendous 
challenge. The issue should be discussed, not avoided, before the 
change becomes impossible. 
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And we quote 
"I'm going out to let my redl talent 

show. Personally, I'd neyer lip-sync}),. 
•••••' ">> h's just not iS^?:. ̂ ."••: '•' ''JUti 

—pop star MmleeSimpsWn 

Indecency not just FCC's problem 
Kara 

Johnson 

COMMENTARY 

When strippers took off their 
clothes on the Fox reality series 
"Married by America," they 
caught more than the bachelors' 
eyes — they caught the Federal 
Communications Commission's 
attention as well. 

The United States needs to take 
ownership of the way its society 
is depicted on reality television. 
The commission is taking action 
to control the filth on television, 
but this should be a priority for 
every American — not to mention 
television networks. 

After receiving 159 complaints, 
the commission fined 169 Fox 
affiliate television stations $7,000 

each, for a total of nearly $1.2 
million, on indecency charges for 
an episode of "Married" that aired 
on April 7, 2003, according to an 
Oct 12 Washington Post article. 

It seems like a small price to pay 
for the integrity of the country. 

The episode depicted male and 
female strippers giving lap dances 
and men licking whipped cream 
off their bodies at Las Vegas 
bachelor parties. 

Every generation seems to grow 
up faster than the next. This, in 
part, is because of the availability 
of "adult" images on television 
and the Internet. Especially with 
the new phenomena of reality 
television, America is bombarded 
with real-life images of sex, 
profanity and violence simply by 
turning on the television. 

The commission has tried to limit 
children's accessibility to these 
images by prohibiting stations from 
airing shows with explicit sexuality 

from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., hours when 
children are likely to be watching, 
according to federal law and an Oct. 
13 Fox News article titled "Fox 
Disagrees With $1.2 Million FCC 
Indecency Fine." Still, stations are 
pushing the limits. Fox aired the 
episode in question at 8 p.m. and 9 
p.m., depending on the city. 

The commission's decency 
guidelines are lenient, so networks 
have no reason not to comply. 
Even when profane language is 
bleeped out, it is not hard to figure 
out what someone said. According 
to the commission, even after 
Fox's editing and electronically 
obscured nudity, the sexual nature 
of the scenes on "Married" was 
inescapable. Though the nudity 
was pixilated, a child would have 
known that sexual activity was 
shown, according to the same Fox 
News article. The public should 

SEE Fox, PAGE 19 

Freak dancing a modern twist 
Mary 

Andom 

COMMENTARY 

Rap music pulsated in the 
background as one girl had her 
legs hanging in the air while a boy 
thrusted her from behind. Another 
girl swiveled her hips and grinded 
on a guy whom she had never met. 
It is homecoming, and these 15-
, 16-, 17-year-olds are having a 
good time. They are freak dancing, 
bumping and grinding, doing the 
nasty. This new dance craze is 
making parents, school officials and 
conservatives freak out; 

And what may seem like 
harmless and innocent dancing to 
teenagers has become amoral battle 
in middle schools and highschools 
throughout the nation. 

Putting . restrictions on freak 

dancing is denying students their 
freedom of expression. 

. KamiakHigh School inMukilteo 
is the latest school to put a ban on 
freak dancing. According to an Oct. 
16 Seattle Times article, Kamiak 
Principal Keith Rittel threatened to 
cancel homecoming if any students 
participated in provocative 
dance moves. Kamiak students 
protested the ban by organizing 
an alternative dance in which they 
could dance freely. According 
to a Feb. 2001 Washington Post 
article, the principal of Yorktown 
High School in Arlington/Va., 
allowed a homecoming dance only 
after the student government made 
students sign contracts to "stay 
classy." School officials in Bend, 
Ore., have equated freak dancing 
to having sex with clothes on, 
according to a March 17, 2004 
Associated Press article. 

But negative reactions to dancing 
are nothing new. For centuries, 
risque dance has been on the 

forefront of societal consciousness. 
In the 1800s, pastors condemned 
dancing as evil because of the 
immorality and vices-of-physical 
contact. In the 1950s, many adults 
condemned Chubby Checker 
and "the Twist." Parents of these 
generations were concerned by the 
rebellious behavior of teenagers. 
Prohibiting dance was a way to 
reinforce morality. 

Freak dancing became popular 
with the MTV generation through 
emergence of hip-hop, which has 
swept through dance clubs and 
school dances everywhere. Any 
13- or 14-year-old watching a 
Christina Aguilera music video will 
emulate her, her scantily clad outfits 
and provocative dance moves. The 
reality is that the United States is 
a hyper-sexualized society, where 
youngpeople are force-fed sex every 
time, they turn on the television. 
Teens are taught m some schools 

SEE Dancing, PAGE 19 
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Miss America Pageant's cancellation shows sex does not always sell 
Mari 

Bergstrom 

COMMENTARY 

Toned abs and long legs have 
grabbed the attention of television 
viewers for many years. These 
coveted features, however, were 
not enough for some at the Miss 
America Pageant. 

When ABC dropped the pageant 
after poor ratings this year, it 
proved that networks cannot 
always rely on sex to increase the 
number of viewers. 

The Miss America Pageant 
needs to break away from the 
trend of sexual images to survive. 

Television shows that use sexual 
images and attractive actors to draw 
a larger audience are no secret. 

Many racy shows have gained 
success by casting sexy women and 
men in revealing clothing. 

These shows such as Fox's "The 
O.C.," however, also have a sexy 
plot. No matter how ridiculous 
the plot is, viewers are ,• 
drawn to the sex with 'The small audience 
substance. for the pageantsigrii-

When- the M i s s 7 - / ° . — -~~ 
America Pageant fies that Americans V i o n g e r fail for 
decided to have no longer fall for net- network ploys to 
contestants show more work ploys to draw draw viewers by 

viewers by focusing focusing on sexy 
women. 

Miss America 
Organization CEO 

the amount of skin shown during 
the ultra-revealing swimsuit 
competition, the 2004 pageant drew 
a record low of only 9.8 million 
viewers, according to an Oct. 20 
ABC News article. 

, The small 
audience for the 
pageant signifies 
that Americans 

skin and follow the sex 
trend, the organizers 
assumed it would attract 
a bigger audience. 
The poor ratings, however, prove 
viewers do not fall for the efforts 
to increase ratings by putting 
contestants in skimpy bikinis. Thus, 
when it comes to beauty pageants 
that lack a plot, sex does not sell. 

Despite the network's efforts 
to boost ratings by increasing 

on sexy women. 

Arthur McMaster said swimsuits 
make television "more exciting" 
and dismissed implications that the 
skimpy swimsuits compromised the 
pageant's educational goals. The 
organization provides $40 million 
annually in scholarships, according, 
to a Sept. 17 CNN article. 

The 2004 pageant cut back 
the number of contestants who 
showed their song and dance 
talents from five to two because 
of low ratings from previous years 
during this segment, according to 
the same CNN article. 

Introduced in 1935 and required 
in 1938, the talent competition 
helped the Miss America Pageant 
become more than a beauty 
pageant. 

The decision to cut the talent 
competition and the size of the 
bikinis left little substance to the 
84-year-old pageant, which could 
have resulted in the record-low 
audience. 

When first televised in 1954, 
the Miss America Pageant had 
27 million viewers. Without 
a network, the organization 
would lose its primary source of 
revenue. 

If the Miss America Pageant 

is to survive, it needs to have 
an "Extreme. Makeover" and 
recognize that the people who 
watch are not interested in seeing 
tight abs without a tight plot line. 

If another network decides to 
revamp the Miss America Pageant, 
veering away from the beauty-
pageant structure could attract a 
broader audience. 

Some may say watching Miss 
America be crowned for the 50th 
time has lost its appeal and the 
tradition is simply getting old. 
The show's record-low ratings, 
however, did not happen until the 
producers used extra skin to boost 
ratings. 

Americans are becoming media 
literate and are no longer drawn 
to bare skin and no talent, leaving 
little hope for the Miss America 
Pageant.— unless it abandons its 
classless attempts at attracting 
ratings. 

Fox: Television makes America appear hypersexual 
Continued'from Page18 

question why this type of blatant 
sexuality seems necessary to the 
media. 

Incidents like these .send the 
wrong messages and go beyond 
just breaking the rules. If a person's 
only impression of the United 
States came from the images of 
today's television programming, 
Americans would appear to be 
money-hungry, moral-lacking 
and hypersexual. America is a 
world leader, with responsibilities 
to uphold its powerful position. 
Making money seems more of a 
priority than making peaceV 

The Parents Television Council, 
which filed the complaint that 
prompted the Fox fine, is often 
criticizedforbeingtoo conservative. 
The Center for Creative Voices, 
which advocates for free speech 

and expression, said the council 
is shifting the focus to poor taste 
instead of indecency, according to 
its Web site. In the Fox article, a Fox 
spokesman said Fox feels the fine 
was not justified, that the content 
was not indecent and 
that it disagrees with 

While the world deals with 
issues of terrorism; war and 
famine, Americans willingly 
submit themselves to poverty and 
malnutrition in hopes of winning 
a million dollars on "Survivor." 

Instead of voting for 
= = = = = the next president of 
'Regardless of t h e U n n ed States, the the FCC's decision. 

Regardless of whether bare breasts youth of the country 
whether bare breasts and whipped-cream vote for the next 
and whipped-cream 
bikinis are classified 
as poor taste or 
indecent, it is safe to 
say that people do not 
want' their children 
watching. Bachelor 
and bachelorette 
parties are meant for adults, and 
things happen at those parties that 
would make most mothers blush, let 
alone children or teenage viewers. 

bikinis are classified "American Idol." 
u u Americans are losmg 

as poor taste or f o c u s o f v a l u e s i n f a v o r 

indecent, it is safe to 0f entertainment. 
say that people do Fox is one of the 
not want their chil- leading providers 

dren watching' o f television 
entertainment. But 

many Americans rely on it for 
news as well. It needs to realize 
the impact of the its actions and 
act accordingly. 

Dancing: Limiting teens' dancing 
infringes on freedom of expression 

because of the sexual implications 
involved. Freak dancing is 

Continued from Page 18 

to abstain from having sex, but at 
the same time, they are confronted 
with messages from the media that 
casual sex is acceptable. 

In a 2001 commentary, talk show 
host, Bill O'Reilly said. = — 

associated with anonymity; by the 
end of the night, one person may 
have danced with 10 partners and 
never looked them in the eye. 

Although the 
• dances of the past 

"Humans are supposed 'As times change, the m a y be modest 
to form some kind of moral envelope of in comparison to 
emotional ^ ^ ^ tUs country will con 
before we start bumping . . , T r 

around. What kind of tinue to be pushed 
lessons are teenagers What may be contro 
learning from doing yersialtoday will not than the twist. As 
these mating dances?" betommorow.' times change, the 

freak dancing, in 
the context of the 
current culture, this 
dance is no different 

Dance is a freedom 
of expression that 
teenagers should be able to 
participate in, but when that 
right is taken away because 
adults fear teenagers will have 
sex, then people are jumping to 
conclusions. 

Some people argue that freak 
dancing crosses the line of decency 

moral envelope of 
this country will 

continue to be pushed. What may 
be controversial today will not be 
tomorrow. 

Who knows how teenagers will 
dance twenty years from now? 
People will probably look back 
and realize freak dancing was not 
that risque. 

96 SUBARU Legacy Wagon 
AWD well-maintained, 140K, 
great in snow, Clarion stereo, 
$5,000 OBO 676-4573 

40% OFF Catalogue furniture 
Orders. 10% off mattresses w/ 
Western ID. 250 in stock. GMC 
Furniture & Bed Barn, 6520 
Guide Meridian. Open Thurs. 
thru Sat, 11-5.398-2771. 

4BR 2.5BA Lovely townhouse. 
2 car garage W/DD/WW/S/G 
paid & gardener. Quiet culdesac 
street 3016 Pacific off Barkley 
$1250/mo 371-4007. 

2BED 1BATH Remodeled. 
20's. Craftsman Home, cutest 
rental avail., hardwood, gas/heat, 
storage, washer/dryer. Cats ok. 
$800/mo. Call Cheryl 812-3962. 

5BR3BATH Close to WWU. 
$1450/mo. 1st and last mo. 
Deposit. Call 647-2595 or 961-
4289. 

FIND HUNDREDS of Belling-
ham rentals in one place! www. 
PerfectSpace.com 

EXPECTING GUESTS? Pri­
vate, waterfront vacation homes 
for rent, stay 4 days or 4 months, 
only 20 minutes off Bellingham 
Bay! Island Vacation Rentals 
(888) 758-7064 www.lummi-
holidays.com 

FAIRHAVEN RENTAL walk 
to WWU deck, shed, large yard 
$800/month 360-392-0061 . 

REFEREES NEEDED! Good 
pay! High school boys' basket-: 
ball. Call Steve 815-1399 or 
e-mailssomers907@aol.com 

GOOD PAYING work study 
jobs on international communi­
cation now available for a few 
qualified students. Data entry/ 
typing skills required. Call Ms. 
Murray. Ext. 2934 

$800 WEEKLY guaranteed. 
Stuff envelopes. Send self-ad­
dressed stamped envelope to 
Scarab Marketing: 28 E Jackson 
10th floor, ste., 938 Chicago, IL 
60604 

GET PAID for your opinions! 
Earn $15-$125 and more per 
survey! www.moneyforsurveys. 
com 

PROFESSORS WANTED. 
Local businesses need college 
profs & GAs for new project. 
Wage is $150/hr for all partici­
pants. Space is limited. Contact 
drukia23@yahoo.com today. 

(yes, free) fundraising solu­
tions EQUALS $l,000-$2,000 
in earnings for your group. Call 
TODAY for a $450 bonus when 
you schedule your non-sales 
fundraiser with CampusFundrais-
er. Contact CampusFundraiser, 
(888) 923-3238, or visit www. 
campusfundraiser.com 

$315/MONTH. Close to WWU. 
.Washer/Dryer. Call Kari 360-
809-0163. 

TO SHARE: 2 Bed/1 _ bath 
townhouse w/garage. 1 blk from 
campus. Contact Kristin (253) 
307-9814 

$450 GROUP Fundraiser 
Scheduling Bonus. 4 hours of 
your group's time PLUS our free 

;̂-:_-
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Letters to the editor 
Commentaries disparage 

women's issues 

We are writing to address a dis­
turbing trend that has recently 
emerged at The Western Front. 
Within three days of each other, 
the "Opinions" section featured 
two pieces that refer to women and 
women's issues as ''unimportant." 

The first appeared on Oct. 5 and 
was titled "Prostitution victimless, 
unimportant." Our objection lies 
in the assertion that prostitution is 
victimless because it is consensual. 

The author is tragically mistaken. 
A report published in 1998 in 
Women & Health Magazine found 
that 82 percent of prostitutes had 
been physically assaulted while 
working; 68 percent had been raped. 
Numerous other studies document 
physical and sexual violence from 
both clients and pimps. In many 
cases, these women were victims 
of similar violence as children and 
have, in fact, been victims all of their 
lives. For this reason, we cannot 
accept the claim that prostitution 
is "victimless and unimportant." 

The second ran on Oct. 8 and 

carried the headline "First ladies 
overrated,unimportant,overblown." 
Incidentally, this commentary was 
authored by the same individual 
and refers to presidents' wives 
as "nothing more than pawns." 

These statements minimize 
women and convey subtle 
misogynistic overtones. We 
recognize the journalistic tradition 
of modest sensationalism as well 
as the editorial disclaimer, but we 
believe that neither one removes 
the expectation of and need for 
accountability. This apparent 
disregard for women conveys the 
wrong message to the students on 
our campus and undermines the 
valued atmosphere of equality. 

—Erik-Frank, and Andrew Brach, 
Western Men Against Violence 

Debate shows 
political stereotypes 

Does "promoting diversity'' on 
Western's campus merely perpetuate 
stereotypes of minorities? 

I attended a lively debate at 
Western on Oct. 14. Carol Moseley 

Braun, a liberal, black former U.S. 
senator, debated conservative 
columnist John Podhoretz. During 
the question period, Braun, who 
had made a primary run for 
president, was asked whether she 
thought the United States was 
ready for a black female president. 
She gracefully skirted the race 
issue and talked about being a. 
female politician. She said that the 
chief impediment was campaign 
fond raising. Her remarks were 
received warmly by the audience. 

Podhoretz's reply was short—he 
said, "Yes — Condi Rice in '08!" 
That response was greeted with 
jeering and boos from the largely 
student audience, who had been 
polite through most of the debate. 

National-security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice, a black 
woman, is an accomplished policy 
adviser and a powerful figure 
in the Bush administration. It 
seems that "respect for diversity" 
at Western does not extend to 
diversity of ideas, opinions, or 
politics. Apparently, blacks who 
stray off the liberal plantation are" 
not extended the same good will as 
those who fit comfortably within 
the black liberal stereotype. I think 

any minority students in attendance 
received a powerful message from 
the audience reaction. 

—Jean Freestone, 
Western alumna 

Article misrepresents merits of 
instant runoff voting 

A recent story that painted a glow­
ing picture of instant runoff voting 
("Initiative could eliminate primary 
system," Oct. 5, 2004) does your 
readers a disservice. By merely 
quoting people without actually 
investigating this voting method, 
most readers will remain unaware 
of its serious shortcomings. Instant 
runoff voting seems to be a way in 
which "people who support third-
party candidates may have less fear 
of losing their vote because they 
have a secondary choice." How­
ever, this fear is illusory. 

Instant runoff voting is, in terms 
of its effects, exactly like the cur­
rent system, as long as minor par­
ties cannot possibly win. Once a 
minor party is really competitive, 
TRY suffers the same spoiler effects 
as. our current system. 

A brief example: say I prefer the 

Green Party candidate, then the 
Democrat, then the Republican, hi 
today's system, I might be afraid 
to vote for the Green in fear of 
causing the Republican to win. In 
IRV, I would rank the candidates 
in order of preference, and as­
suming the Green gets eliminated, 
then my vote is for the Democrat 
(in effect, the same rational vote 
I would make in our current sys­
tem). However, say the Greens are 
doing very well, and the Democrat 
gets eliminated first. Then all the 
Democrat votes get transferred to 
the No. 2 ballot choices. 

Unless all of these go to the Green 
candidate, the Republican might 
win. So my vote for the Green will 
have helped the Republican to win! 
Had I voted Democrat-Green-Re­
publican, the Democrat would have 
won. So I should have voted de­
fensively for the Democrat, for the 
lesser of two evils, just exactly as in 
today's system. 

I encourage people to educate 
themselves about alternate voting 
methods that can improve our so­
ciety. 

—Dave Hirsch, Western 
assistant geology professor 

HE SAYS 
it's no sweat 
running the 

latest software. 

WE SAY what 
about a mile? 
Encourage your kids 

to get up, get out, and get 
moving. New ortho­
paedic research reveals 
that just 35'minutes of 
walking per day can help 
kids fortify" skeletal 
tissue, which leads to 
stronger bones as adults. 
For more information on 
the benefits of keeping 
kids active, visit aaos.org. 

AMERICAN 
ACADEMY 

OF ORTHOPAEDIC 
SURGEONS 

The most moving 
advances in medicine. 

1-800-824-BONES 
www.aaos.org 


