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Former police chief advocates legal drugs 
Stamper said legalization cuts money for organized crime 

TOM KING/ THE WESTERN FRONT 
Former Seattle Police Chief Norm Stamper speaks 
Wednesday to advocate his stance on drugs. 

BY TOM KING 

The Western Front 

Former Seattle Police Chief 
Norm Stamper advocated the 
decriminalization of drugs in a speech 
before a packed audience. Wednesday 
in Arntzen Hall 4. 

Western sociology professor Ron 
Helms, who said he organized the 
event to expose the community to a 
controversial viewpoint, introduced 
Stamper to the audience. 

"When I see opportunities to bring 
people in who can offer insight and 
thereby stimulate public discourse on 
policy, I jump in," Helms said. 

The reasoning for decriminalizing 
drugs, Stamper said, comes from the 

largely ineffective war on drugs the 
«. Nixon administration started in 1971. 

In an excerpt from his new book, 
published in May and titled "Breaking 
Rank: A Top Cop's Expose on the Dark 
Side, of American Policing," he said 
American taxpayers are financing the 
war on drugs at a price of more than 
$50 billion per year. So far this year, 
taxpayers spent $59 billion on the drug 
war; with more than $1 trillion spent 
since the 1970s, to no avail, he said. 

Near the end of his speech, he 
added that the government's anti-drug 
movement has placed all of the drug 
industry's p.ower squarely in the hands 
of organized-crime leaders. 

The illegal drug market thrives on 
government drug prohibition because 

"it can exploit customers by charging 
far more for an illegal substance than 
it cost to acquire. 

Should the government legalize 
drugs, it could tax distributors similar 
to the way it does with liquor stores, 
Stamper said. This would create less 
price exploitation, he said. 

Stamper said he wanted laws to 
regulate the age people could purchase 
or possess the drugs, similar to the 
alcohol laws police already enforce. 

"Anything that moves us toward a 
saner path is OK by me," he said. 

Stamper said the United States only 
prohibited the world's most dangerous 
intoxicant, alcohol, for a short time in 

see VICE, page 4 

Police explain Taser 
UP officers justify 
tactics they used in 
Nov. 10 altercation 

BY AMY HARDER 

The Western Front 

A public discussion Thursday 
evening in Higginson Hall addressed 
students' concerns regarding Tasers and 
hallucinogenic drugs. 

Representatives from University 
Police, and the offices of Residence Life 
and Prevention and Wellness Services 
answered questions students had about the 
Nov. 10 altercation in which UP officers 
Tasered Western freshman Alex Rich 10 
times to restrain him. Rich was under the 
influence of psilocybin mushrooms, an 
illegal hallucinogenic drug. 

"The importance (of this meeting) 
is the community coming together to 
help process an experience and to learn 
about other sources on campus when 
things happen and how we can respond 
together," assistant director of Residence 
Life David Dettman said. 

Four students attended the meeting 
and asked questions, which sparked 
discussion between the representatives 
and students. 

Dettman coordinated the meeting 
with three representatives from UP: Jim 
Shaw, UP chief and Western's director of 
public safety, assistant UP chief David 
Doughty and UP Cpl. Ed Malpica. Elva 
Giddings, Prevention and Wellness 
Services interim director, also attended 
the meeting to answer questions about 
hallucinogenic drugs. 

"All of us realized that something 
unusual happened that had an impact," 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 
University Police Cpl. Ed Malpica displays a Taser at Thurdsay's meeting. 

Dettman said. "So we felt a need to try to 
get everyone together in the community 
and help people understand how the 
university responds to incidents like this 
one." 

Malpica described the UP's Taser policy 
and the reasoning behind using the Tasers. 

He said the policy is for officers to use the 
amount of force it takes to gain control of 
an individual, and officers use Tasers as 
a last resort before lethal force. He trains 
all UP officers to use Tasers properly and 

see FORUM, page 4 

Professor's 
talk details 
autistic life 

B Y LAURA BELZER 

The Western Front 

Western adjunct anthropology professor 
Dawn Prince-Hughes did not plan to tell the 
story of her life and experiences with autism 
again after early this year. 

Prince-Hughes, 41, was diagnosed with a form 
of autism called Asperger's syndrome when she 
was 36 years old. In her book, titled "Songs of the 
Gorilla Nation: My Journey Through Autism," 
Prince-Hughes said Asperger's syndrome is 
characterized by difficulties processing stimuli, 
sensory oversensitivities and challenges in 
social interaction. 

Prince-Hughes traveled the United States on 
a book tour for more than a year after the book's 
March 2004 release. After exposing intimate 
and sometimes painful memories with strangers 
while speaking, Prince-Hughes said the time had 
come to take a break. 

She made an exception Wednesday during her 
speech for the Turning Points Faculty Speaker 
Series, which features Western professors 
giving hour-long speeches about their areas of 
study, Distinguished Lecture Series coordinator 
Fran Maas said. ••-. 

Approximately 100 people attended the 
speech, titled "The Curious Incident of the 
Gorilla in the Meantime: My Unusual Path to 
Academe," in Communications Facility 110. A 
discussion and book signing followed Prince-
Hughes'presentation. 

Western sophomore Britta Jacobs and 
Whatcom Community College senior Robbie 
Gilchrist met Prince-Hughes through the First 
Congregational Church of Bellingham and said 
this was the first time they heard Prince-Hughes' 
story about autism and the gorillas she worked 

see AUTISM, page 3 

FURRY FRIENDS 
Alternative humane society gives 

abandoned, unwanted animals 
a safe home 

FEATURES, PAGE 6 

SWEET SWEEP 
Western's hockey club team 

took both games against Walla 
Walla College over the weekend 

SPORTS, PAGE 9 

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY 
Students should shop at the AS 
Bookstore, where money spent 

cycles back into student activities 

OPINIONS, PAGE 10 

WEATHER 
Wednesday: Cloudy 

Hi: 47 Low: 34 

Thursday: Sunny 
Hi: 52 Low: 36 

www.westernfrontonline.com 
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COPS BOX 
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What are you most thankful for 
this Thanksgiving? 

Compiled by Krista Grunhurd 

Jasper Pope 
Senior, industrial design 

Anneka Morgan 
Freshman, music 

Mike Beckman 
Senior, industrial design 

I'm thankful I live in 
the greatest country 
in the fucking -world. 59 I'm thankful that I've 

been born in an era 
•where I can get an 
education. 

55 I'm thankful for the 
rec center iceberg 
andKY Jelly. 5? 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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APWire news briefs 
STATE NEWS 

Washington teenager arrested 
for involvement in fatal crash 

A 19-year-old Olympia man 
faces criminal charges from Oregon 
State Police stemming. from a 
fatal automobile crash Monday 
northeast of Medford, Ore. 

A preliminary investigation 
indicated that James Ranahan's 
vehicle traveled into the oncoming 
lane then left the road. It rolled 
several times before coming to a 
stop upside down. 

The passenger, 24-year-old 
Sara Ellis, also from Olympia, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

Law enforcement officials took 
Ranahan to the Jackson County 
Jail on charges of second-degree 
manslaughter and assault after he 
was treated for minor injuries. 

Man arrested in mall shooting 

The suspect in Sunday's mall 
shootings in Tacoma had a court 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f c 
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hearing Monday afternoon. 
Tacoma resident Dominick 

Maldonado, 20, is being held on 
$45,000 bail. Authorities said he 
opened fire Sunday in the Tacoma 
Mall after sending his ex-girlfriend 
a text message from his cell phone 
saying he was going to show the 
world his rage. 

Maldonado injured seven 
people, one critically. 

Former Spokane warden ran 
part of Abu Ghraib 

Former Geiger Correction 
Center director Mike Pannek left 
the center outside Spokane in 
March 2004 to work at the Abu 
Ghraib prison complex in Iraq. 

Pannek said his time in Iraq, 
when insurgents attacked Abu 
Ghraib daily, was comparable to 
his service in Vietnam. 

Pannek became a warden at 
Abu Ghraib. in March 2004, a few 
months after reports disclosed that 
U.S. soldiers abused prisoners there 
the year before Pannek arrived. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Woman arraigned in husband's 
courthouse escape 

Lawyers representing a woman 
charged of killing a prison guard 
said they want the court to grant 
access to her diary. 

The diary, which prosecutors 
seized, is a 34-page, handwritten 
account that Jennifer Hyatte, 31, 
titled, "AModern-Day Bonnie and 
Clyde," in which she allegedly 
compares herself and her husband 
to the famous Depression-era 
bank-robbing couple. 

Jennifer Hyatte was attempting 
to free her husband, George Hyatte, 
34, Aug. 9 while prison guards 
were transporting him to Brushy 
Mountain Correctional Complex 
in Petros, Tenn. 

She and her husband face 
charges in the fatal shooting of a 
prison guard during her husband's 
escape from custody. She was in 
court for arraignment Monday in 
Kingston, Tenn. 

District Attorney Scott McCluen 
said he will seek the death penalty 
against both Hyattes. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

DNA tests will determine if 
al-Zarqawi dead 

An Iraqi official said DNA tests 
are being conducted to determine 
whether one of the insurgents 
killed when U.S. and Iraqi troops 
stormed a house in Mosul, Iraq, 
this weekend was insurgent leader 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar 
Zebari told Jordan's Petra news 
agency al-Zarqawi, the leader of 
al-Qaeda in Iraq, is possibly among 
a group of the terrorists who died 
in Mosul. 

U.S. officials are downplaying 
those reports. U.S. ambassador 
Zalmay Khalilzad said it appears 
the terror mastermind was not 
among the dead. 

Compiled by Krista Grunhurd 
AP Wire courtesy KUGS 89.3-FM 

WWU Official Announcements - PLEASE POST 

BIOLOGY. • Sandra Schulze (genetics candidate, University of Iowa), "The Nuclear Envelope in Drosophila." 4 p.m. Nov. 28, 
Bl 234. Refreshments, 3:50 p.m. • Amy Springer (genetics candidate, Mount Hoiyoke College), "The African Sleeping Sick
ness Parasite Trypanosoma Brucek Sensing Its Way Through The Host." 4 p.m. Nov. 30, Bl 234. Refreshments, 3:50 p.m. 

THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS BOOKSTORE WILL HOLD A HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE on Wednesday, Nov. 30. All faculty, 
staff, and students are. invited. There will be lots of great discounts and giveaways throughout the day, and there will be 
cookies, warm drinks and holiday music from 3 to 6 p.m. 

ALL STUDENTS EXPECTING TO GRADUATE at the close of spring quarter must have a degree application on file in the 
Registrar's Office by Dec. 2. Students wishing to graduate during summer quarter 2006 must have a degree application on 
file by March 10. 

FACULTY ARE REMINDED THAT RESERVED PARKING SPACES are available for their use after hours and weekends with a 
valid parking permit or bus pass, as posted in lots 10G, 17G and Parks Hall. 

THE MATH PLACEMENT TEST (MPT) will be held in OM 120 at 3 p.m. Mondays on Nov. 28, and at 9 a.m. Thursdays on 
Dec. 1 and 8. Registration is not required. Students must bring photo identification, their student number, Social Security 
number, and a No. 2 pencil. A fee of $15 is payable in the exact amount at test time. Allow 90 minutes. 

THE MILLER ANALOGIES TEST (MAT) IS ADMINISTERED BY APPOINTMENT ONLY as a computer-based test. Make an 
appointment in person in OM 120 or by calling X/3080. A $60 fee is payable at test time. The test takes about 1 Vz hours. 
Preliminary scores are available immediately; official results are mailed within 15 days. 

WEST-B TEST. All applying for admission to state-approved teacher education programs must meet the minimum passing 
score on the basic skills assessment by the application deadline. Visit www.west.nesinc.com for registration information and 
a study guide. Registration deadlines are several weeks in advance. Test dates for 2005-06 are Jan. 21, March 11, May 13, 
and July 15. 

WEST-E PRAXIS. Washington state requires anyone seeking teacher certification and teachers seeking additional endorsements 
to pass a subject knowledge assessment in the chosen endorsement area (the Washington Educator Skills Test — Endorse
ment, or WEST-E). The state has chosen specific Praxis I) series tests to meet this requirement. Visit www.ets.org/praxis/prxwa. 
html for online registration information. Registration bulletins are also available in MH 216. 

HAROLD AND LYLA LANT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are now available to students pursuing a career as a lawyer and 
who have applied to an accredited law school. Full description and application materials are available in Academic Advising 
and Tutorial Services, OM 380. Deadline is Feb. 1. 

FALL GROUP OFFERINGS THROUGH THE COUNSELING CENTER include • Relaxation Training, drop in for one or ail 
sessions, 4 p.m. Thursdays, OM 540; • Ride the Emotional Wave, drop in for one or all sessions, 3 to 4:20 p.m. Wednes
days, OM 540, 

TO LEARN IF WESTERN IS CLOSED DURING STORMY WEATHER, call 360-650-6500 after 6:30 a.m. or tune to KGMI 
.(790 AM), KBAI (930 AM), KPUG (1170 AM), KUGS (89.3 FM), KISM (92.9 FM), KAFE" (104.3 FM) or KWPZ (106.5 FM). The 
decision to remain open or to close will be broadcast beginning between 6:15 and 6:30 a.m. 

STORM LINE/EMERGENCY HOTUNE CARDS FOR POSTING IN THE OFFICE OR AT HOME have been sent to each em
ployee via campus mail. Employees who did not receive one, or who need additional cards, may call the Office of University 
Communications, X/3350. 
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Autism: Prince-Hughes left school at age 15, later returned to study anthropology, apes 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

with that helped her deal with her 
condition. The story was amazing 
to hear, Jacobs said. 

Prince-Hughes began her talk by 
telling the story of her birth and her 
difficult childhood. She struggled 
at school, she said, partly because 
of the sensitivities many autistic 
people, including Prince-Hughes 
,have to sounds and smells. 

"It's so loud and so bright, and 
there's so much chaos," she said. 
"It makes it hard to select one 
focal point." 

Because some of her 
family members had similar 
characteristics and because she 
developed coping strategies to 
deal with her symptoms, Prince-
Hughes said she did not know she 
had autism until doctors diagnosed 
her at the age of 36. 

She had an especially rough 
time around third grade after 
years of frustration and loneliness, 
Prince-Hughes said. 

"It was an audible experience 
for me to hear my spirit break," 
she said. 

After moving from Illinois 
to a rural Montana town with a 
population of 1,200 at the beginning 
of high school, Prince-Hughes 
dropped out of school and left 
home when she was 15 years old. 
After being homeless for five years, 
Prince-Hughes came to Seattle. 

With her first paycheck from 
working as an exotic dancer in 
Seattle, Prince-Hughes went to 

the Woodland Park Zoo. She said 
that going to the zoo is a simple 
activity for many people, but 
for her the experience contained 
challenges due to her autism, such 
as interacting with strangers and 
figuring out Seattle's bus system. 

When she saw gorillas at the 
zoo, Prince-Hughes' life changed. 

"It was an absolute epiphany 
because for the very first time 
in my life I thought, 'These 
are people I'm really going to 
understand,' " she said. "And I 
thought,'I'mhome.'" 

Prince-Hughes spent 12 years 
studying the gorillas at the zoo 
and learning from them, especially 
her best friend, a 500-pound male 
gorilla named Congo. 

She received a bachelor's and a 
doctorate in anthropology through 
a distance-learning program 
at the Universitat Herisau in 
Switzerland; 

Prince-Hughes began learning 
about Asperger's syndrome as an 
adult, after doctors diagnosed a 
young relative with Asperger's. 
Prince-Hughes compiled detailed 
memories from her childhood 
and examples of her symptoms 
of the syndrome, then called a 
psychiatrist for a diagnosis when 
she was 36 years old. 

The diagnosis had a major 
impact on her life, Prince-Hughes 
said. Rather than making her feel 
abnormal or separated from others, 
Prince-Hughes said it let her know 
she was not alone. 

"Just by knowing that I could 

BECKIEROSILLO/THE WESTERN FRONT 
Western adjunct anthropology professor Dawn Prince-Hughes shows video footage of the 
gorillas she worked with at the Woodland Park Zoo during her talk Thursday. 

put it in this box, my symptoms 
actually decreased overnight," 
Prince-Hughes said. 

Prince-Hughes became 
a research associate in the 
anthropology department at 
Western in December 2000 and 
became an adjunct professor two 

years later. 
Prince-Hughes is now focusing 

on her writing rather than teaching, 
she said. "Expecting Teryk," a 
book about the birth of her son in 
1999, came out Nov. 14. 

She continues to work to 
preserve ape populations through 

ApeNet, a group dedicated to 
promoting systems for apes to 
communicate with each other. 

"The idea is that we would 
teach all of them a common 
language all around the world to 
communicate with each other," 
Prince-Hughes said. 

Are jam suffering from Acute 

Sinusitus? 
Participants are needed for a clinical research study for treatment of 
Acute Sinusitis. If you have had the following symptoms for 7 days: 

• Frontal headache 
• Nasal Discharge 
• Fever 
• Facial pain or tenderness 

You may qualify! 
Study-related evaluations, procedures, x-ray and lab work will be provided to those who qualify. 

For more information, please contact: 
Kathy Avilla -Certified Clinical Research Coordinator 
Bellingham Asthma, Allergy & Immunology Clinic 

3015 Squalicum Parkway, Suite 180 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

(360) 733-5733 Ext. 16 kravilla@hinet.org 
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Forum: University studied Taser effects before using 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

reviews events in which UP employs Tasers. 
He fired a Taser similar to the one officers used to 

restrain Rich Nov. 10 at the floor during the meeting 
so students could see what they sound and look like. 
The sounds resembles a loud popping noise. 

"We don't carry (Tasers) with us on our belt," 
Malpica said. "Quite frankly, if we don't absolutely 
need them we don't want them in our hands. We want 
the least amount of force to accomplish our goals." 

Malpica said he wants people to understand the 
reality of Taser use, not just the myths movies and 
TV portray. 

"A Taser is a very high-profile news story," Malpica 
said. "Because you hear those words — 50,000 volts, 
multiple Tasers — it sounds very scary if you're not 
aware of how the Tasers operate. Over time, people 
became more educated of how the instrument worked 
and that it did help in certain situations." 

Western is not the only university to use Tasers, 
Shaw said. UP waited until TASER International, the 
company responsible for inventing Tasers conducted 
research and actual use of Tasers to ensure they were 
effective and did not inflict long-lasting pain onto 
targets, he said. Western acquired three Tasers last 
fall, Shaw said. 

Giddings informed students about psilocybin 
mushrooms, which were involved in the incident. 

A user ingesting hallucinogenic mushrooms 
can never accurately determine the potency until 
after ingesting them, Giddings said. This problem, 
combined with the 15 varieties of psilocybin 
mushrooms, each with a different effect, sets up the 
user for an unpredictable experience, she said. 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS / THE WESTERN FRONT 
Elva Giddings, interim director of the Health 
and Wellness Center, speaks about drugs. 

"People (under the influence of hallucinogenic 
drugs) walk off balconies because they think it's 
solid ground or because they think they can fly," 
Giddings said. "They might see the hallway ripple. 
Or they think they're going the right way, and 
suddenly they're walking into things." 

Vice: Stamper also advocates legal 
prostitution to remove it from streets 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

the 1920s. 
"Alcohol is hands down the 

one drug that police officers and 
anyone else with eyes and mind 
open will acknowledge is the most 
damaging drug of all," he said. "It 
costs more in money, health costs, 
personal losses to individuals and 
their families than all other drugs 
combined." 

Stamper went on to recount an 
incident in which, as a 21-year-
old recruit training to become a 
member of the San Diego Police 
Department, he was sitting with 
his colleagues in a local doughnut 
shop and heard a thunderous car 
crash nearby. 

A drunk driver slammed a 
Lincoln Continental into a tree. 
The impact propelled the woman 
sitting in the passenger's seat into 
the windshield before sending her 
flying into the backseat. 

"What I remember more than 
anything else is the smell of the 
booze because it just reeked," he 
said. 

Although Stamper calls for 
the legalization arid regulation 
of all drugs, he believes certain 

professionals should be drug-free 
in all circumstances. 

Examples he gave included 
police officers, airline pilots, 
firefighters, soldiers or any other 
professionals whose job could put 
lives at stake if they performed 
under the influence. 

Stamper also advocated the 
legalization of prostitution. 

"It's long since past time to 
legalize and regulate the behavior 
in both the sex industry and drug 
scenes," Stamper said. 

On the subject of prostitution, 
Stamper said the U.S. government 
needs to make it a legitimate 
business and move it into brothels, 
as Canada did. This would make 
the practice safer, as prostitutes 
would no longer need to face 
dangers such as murder while 
walking the streets. 

Western senior Erica Rasmussen 
said she was surprised to hear 
Stamper's ideas in his speech. 

"I've never heard a police 
officer say 'we need to legalize 
drugs,' " s h e said. "I mean, he had 
a valuable point in that if it was 
legalized, it would be regulated. 
But it was just surprising to hear 
that firsthand." 
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* > * BAY ST. C%. 
COFFEEHOUSE *V :% etr 

"Not your ordinary coffee house... 
Serving over 10 different coffees from all over the world" 

| downtown Bellingham 1310 N State St. 

Upcoming Events 
* 11/24 - Closed for Thanksgiving 
* 11/26 - All the Filthy Animals, Jenni Potts, 

Zach-Soares 
* 11/30 - Michael Gonzalez 

"all events start when we 're damn good and ready, or about 8 which ever comes first" 

Smoke free • No alcohol * All age venue 
1302 Bay St. Bellingham Open 7 davs a week 
360-734-3868 6am-llpm 

www.BayStreetCoifee.com 

E x t e n d e d E d u c a t i o n a n d S u m m e r P r o g r a m s 

Phones got you 
hung up? 

Free Consumer 
Protection Information 

1-888-437-0565 
www.wutc.wa.gov 
Washington Utilities and 

Transportation Commission 

On Your Way Out of Town? 
Take a course home with you 

• Attend class when your schedule allows 
• Choose from over 100 undergraduate courses 
• Complete a needed GUR 

Register anytime! 

Extension tuition rates apply. 

Call or visit online for more information! 
•.it*»>«>fct. 

WESTERN CIHH^C IW.sv/v. Cho(*sc Western 
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Campus Safety and Your Right to Know 
Safety at WWU is a community-wide effort. Each of us accepts the challenge of living in a way 

that promotes health and well-being for ourselves and others. 

The University provides services to assist in maintaining a safe, drug-free environment. All students and employees 
have a right to information on Western's policies and programs concerning campus safety, sexual misconduct, and alcohol and other drugs. 

Western Washington University is committed to an environment which is free of alcohol and other 
drug abuse for students, faculty and staff. It maintains this commitment in support of academic excel
lence, work performance, and quality of life as well as for the future well-being of all members of this 
community. - ' . 

Western Washington University provides: (a) information about alcohol and other drugs and the reduc-
•• tion of associated risks: (b) appropriate intervention when alcohol or other drug use creates unwanted 

or unintended consequences; and (c) support for members of this community in reducing the risk of 
consequences associated with alcohol and other drug abuse. » 

Western Washington University will uphold state and federal laws"pertaining to alcohol and other : 
drugiise: All students; faculty, and staff are required to comply with these laws. Action will be taken 
on any violation of state or federal law or University regulations concerning alcohol and other drugs 
which (a) occurs in or on property controlled or owned by Western Washington University; or (b) 
involves University business or activities; or (c) relates directly and materially to the fitness of staff or 
faculty members in their professional capacities. 

Western Washington University Policy Concerning Alcohol and Other Drugs, 
Approved by the Board of Trustees April 1999. 

EDUCATIONAL SAFETY PROGRAMS 

ALCOHOL AND DRUG CONSULTATION AND ASSESSMENT SERVICES (ADCAS): Staffed by a professional counselor and risk reduction specialist, ADCAS provides alcohol/drug assessments of use, risks 
and consequences, with personalized feedback designed to help students change their drinking/drug use patterns and outcomes. Also provides information on alcohol/drug related topics: support for friends, family, 
partners, and roommates impacted by the alcohol/drug use of others, current or past; and referral to campus and community support groups, counseling and treatment resources. Old Main 560C. Call 650-3643. 

NEW STUDENT SERVICES/ FAMILY OUTREACH: Provides students with the Viking Tips student handbook and a web site containing important information regarding alcohol and other drug prevention; safe 
sexual behaviors; personal safety tips; how to contact University Police; and a directory of offices and resources. Viking Union 506. www.nssfo.wwu.edu Call 650-3846. 

PREVENTION AND WELLNESS SERVICES: Staffed by professional health educators and Peer Health Student Leaders (Lifestyle Advisors), Prevention and Wellness Services offers education and prevention 
services on alcohol and drug prevention, relaxation., stress management, CPR/First Aid, HIV/AIDS, sexually transmittable diseases, sexual misconduct, men's health, violence prevention, women's empowerment, 
and how to become an "ally." Old Main 560. Call 650-2993. Every quarter, a variety of programs are offered, including Will Act for Change: Performance educators use the experiences and stories of students. 
Discussion and audience interaction are' vital to the performances. Audience members are literally brought on stage to practice "what they would do" in real-life situations, dealing with issues such as sexual health, 
sexual assault, alcohol and drugs, racism, homophobia, classism, sexism, and how to be an ally. 

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: Provides free, confidential professional assistance, assessments and referrals to help employees and their families resolve problems that affect their personal lives or job 
performance. Heath Promotion Network has offices in Bellingham and Burlington. For an appointment, call (360) 715-6565 or (800) 244-6.142. 

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS PROGRAMS 

DRUG INFORMATION CENTER: Provides students and the university community with drug education to increase community awareness of social, physical and economic implications of drug use and abuse. VU 

517. Call: 650-6116. • 

LEGAL INFORMATION CENTER: Provides students with information about laws and can make referrals to attorneys and agencies off campus. Does not offer legal representation or advice. VU 512. 650-6.111. 

Alcohol and Other Drug Health Risks 

Alcohol Beer, wine, 
liquor 

MA, 
Ecstasy. X. 
XTC ' 

Yes 

iNarcotics 

Opiates 
ierotn. 

codeine, mor
phine, opium, 
percodan, per-

itumtes, 
tranquilizers, 
methaqualone, 
other depres-

Amphetamines, 
cocaine, crack, 
speed, diet pills: 
many other 
natural and syn-

iHiiMniipppw 

Muscle relaxation, impaired motor control, memory 
and judgment; depression: intoxication. 

increased heart iate, bloodpressure and body tem
perature; sense of energy and alertness; feelings of 
empathy and enhanced positive emotions, thirst, dry 
mouth, teeth clenching, muscle tension and cramp
ing and possible nausea. After effects: headache, 
irritability, depression, anxiety; desire to be alone; 
and verba! and visual memory decrease up to 2 

Severe impairment of all physical and mental 
functions; high risk of choking or injury 
from falls or accidents, loss of conscious
ness; coma; death due to anesthesia of brain 

body temperature, hypertension, dehydration; 
confusion, sleep problems, anxiety, paranoia, 
hallucinations; permanent damage to parts 
of the brain critical to thought, memory and 
pleasure. At higher or repeated doses large 
temperature increase can be lethal 

rstness; slm 
coordination, 

speech: disorientation: impair 

increased alertness; increased putse and blood pres
sure: euphoria; pupil dilation: insomnia; loss of 
appetite. 
Fatigue and some depression after effects wear off. 

Show jrespirationrwe^^drapulpulsed 
coma; possible death from depression of cen
tral nervous svstem functions. 

.guation; irritability; dizziness; contusion; 
tactile or visual hallucinations; seizure; con
vulsion; stroke: possible death. Aftereffects 
of exhaustion; depression. 

ICT substances range from the ith many drugs a great danger is other substances being mixed with or substituted for what you think you are getting, 
fairly benign, baby powder or baking soda, to a variety of cleaning'products and other potentially lethal ingredients. 
Use of some drugs increases the potential for mixing with other drugs to enhance or counteract effects. This mixing particularly involves hallucinogens, 
stimulants and sedatives. Mixing drugs can have unpredictable and dangerous results. The best choice is to NOT mix. , 

Standards of Conduct / Disciplinary Sanctions 
Generally, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages are not permit
ted on campus. The exceptions, for persons of legal drinking age only, are 1) 
events for which a banquet permit has been obtained—authorization can be 
obtained from the Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs {Old Main 563: 
contact U nda Olson; 650-2926) in accordance with appropriate state laws, or 2) 
in private dwelling places. University Residences policy defines private dwell
ing places as individual residence rooms or apartments with the door closed. 
Individuals who violate WWU's regulations concerning alcohol and other drugs 
will be subject to sanctions including but not limited to, written reprimand, 
termination of employment, expulsion, or referral for prosecution. 

Legal Sanctions for Illegal Alcohol Use 
As prescribed by state law, no person under 21 may acquire, possess, or _ 
consume any alcoholic beverage, and it is illegal to sell alcohol without a 
permit. It is also unlawful for any person to provide alcoholic beverages to... 
someone under 21. The punishment for a person convicted of violating any 
of the state laws described above may include imprisonment and/or fines. 
For full details, see: www.wwu.edu/dcpts.'Vpsa/AODpenalties.htm 

Legal Sanctions for Illegal Sate, Manufacture, Delivery, and 
Possession of Controlled Substances* 
There are numerous state and federal statutes related to the manufacture, distribu
tion, dispensation, possession, and use of controlled substances. Legal sanctions 
may be imposed for both felony and misdemeanor convictions. Legal sanctions 
range from fines to multi-year prison terms to loss of financial aid, More severe 
penalties are provided for persons convicted of providing controlled substances to 
minors and for repeat offenders. For full details, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/ 
AODpenaltics.htm -•-

* A partial list of drugs considered to be controlled substances in Washington 
State: Narcotics {opium and cocaine as well as all drugs extracted, derived, 
or synthesized from opium and cocaine, such as crack cocaine and heroin); 
marijuana; methamphetamine; barbiturates; and hallucinogenic substances (LSD, 
peyote. mescaline, psilocybin, PCP, THC, MDA, STP). 

Potential Academic Consequences 
Researchers at Western have found that there is a strong correlation between 
alcohol consumption and grade point average (GPA). Students who choose 
not to drink or who drink less have higher GPAs; students who are frequent, 
heavy drinkers have lower GPAs. From the Relationships Between Alcohol 
Consumption and Academic Performance: Findings from the 1999 Lifestyles 
Survey, the Office of Institutional Testing and Assessment. Western Washing
ton University, 1999. 

Where to Find More Information 
The University will follow established processes for violation of policies. For 
specific citations of those procedures, go to: www.wwu.edu/deptt/vpsa/pollcy_ 
vioiatioiuprocs/htm. For detailed information about local, state and federal drug 
and alcohol laws, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa'AODpenaltics.btm. For general 
information, see www.wwu.edu/depts/vpsa/AODinfo.ntm. Questions? Call 
Alcohol and Drug Consultation and Assessment Services at 650-3643. 

Off-CamptiS Resources For a listing of off-campus alcohol and other drug 
related support groups, help lines and treatment options, contact Alcohol and 
Drug Consultation and Assessment Services at 650-3643. 
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Puppy love 

SHANNON PROULX/THE WESTERN FRONT SHANNON PROULX / THE WESTERN FRONT 

Alternative Humane Society volunteer Sue Atchison reaches to pick up 7-month- Three-month-old Sam greets Joanna Schmidt, Alternative Humane Society 
old Manny at an animal showing Nov. 13 at the Meridian Street PetSmart. volunteer coordinator, as she approaches him at the showing Nov. 13. 

Volunteers give animals second chance 
B Y SHANNON PROULX 

The Western Front 

Approximately 70 vivacious abandoned 
or unwanted dogs and cats are with foster 
families through the Alternative Humane 
Society of Whatcom County because their 
owners deserted them or gave them up. 

While the animals are living with the fos
ter families, the society provides food, shots 
and a safe, secure environment with volun
teers who love animals. 

Since the society does not receive local, 
state or federal financial support, it relies 
solely on donations and volunteers from 
Bellingham to manage it, said Bellingham 
resident and volunteer, Sue Atchison, 53. 

"It's the best job in the world," said 
Bellingham resident and volunteer Loree 
Leask, 38. "You get to play with these little 
guys all day." 

The Alternative Humane Society eutha
nizes animals under circumstances such as 
a life-threatening illness or if the animal is 
in pain, said Bellingham resident and vol
unteer coordinator Joanna Schmidt, 32. 

While other humane societies may eu
thanize an animal that has not been adopted 
within a certain time period, the Whatcom 
society believes killing a healthy, adoptable 
pet is inhumane, Schmidt said. 

Instead of euthanasia, the society spays 
or neuters the animals and gives them their 
first shots before placing them with a fam
ily, Atchison said. 

When the society receives a dog or cat 
brought in by an owner who no longer wants 
the pet or by a community member who found 
an abandoned animal, the animal is placed in 
a foster home until someone adopts it. 

Volunteers provide foster homes by tak
ing pets into their homes until the animal is 

adopted, Atchison said. 
"We do it because we love animals," said 

Schmidt, who has fostered 22 dogs and cats 
since she began volunteering. 

In addition to fostering animals, volun
teers could transport them to the veterinar
ian, take photographs of animals for the 
society's Web site or show the animals to 
potential families, Schmidt said. * 

Volunteers show the dogs and cats every 
Saturday and Sunday at the PetSmart on 
Meridian Street with the hope of community 
members adopting them, Atchison said. 

"I love playing and hanging out with 
these cats all day," Leask said. 

At the showings, volunteers inform po
tential owners and community members 
about the importance of spaying and neu
tering in hopes of reducing the risk of more 
unwanted pets ending up at the society, 
Schmidt said. 

Families from throughout Washington 
state adopt the society's animals, Schmidt 
said. 

Sam and Ralph, puppy brothers, will soon 
be separated because a family from Oak Har
bor adopted Sam, while Ralph has a family 
coming from Spokane to see him, she said. 

Because of his medical condition, their 
other brother, Bernard, will be up for adop
tion in December. 

The society calls landlords to make sure 
the adopter is allowed to have pets and 
completes a criminal background check, 
Atchison said. 

During the trial adoptions, families may 
take a pet home for several days and decide 
if they truly want it or if the pet will not work 
in their family. 

Volunteers perform these tasks to ensure 
all animals are put into safe, loving homes 
and will not become abandoned again. 

Adopting Bernard 
B Y SHANNON PROULX 

The Western Front 

Although he is a little clumsy, 3-month-
old Bernard is a happy puppy who will be up 
for adoption in December through the Alter
native Humane Society of Whatcom County. 

The bulldog, Chow, Malamute and Shar-
Pei mix has a problem with his cerebellum, 
the section of the brain that controls motor and 
growth functions. This has caused his growth 
to be stunted, and he occasionally falls down, 
said volunteer coordinator Joanna Schmidt, 
Bernard's foster mother since September. 
* Born Sept. 1, Bernard, along with his 

brothers Sam and Ralph, came to the Alterna
tive Humane Society shortly after their birth. 

"They came as surrenders, as most crit
ters do," Schmidt said. 

Schmidt said she first noticed that 
Bernard occasionally stumbled when he 
walked, so she took him to the Maplewood 
Animal Hospital. 

The hospital staff thought Bernard might 
have an injury to part of his brain, so they 
put him on steroids. Schmidt said she no
ticed Bernard was happier and more active 
after three days. 

Bernard was going to have an MRI to 
check His brain for a possible tumor, but it 
cost almost $4,000, which was more than 
the society could afford, Schmidt said. 

"His problem was not getting worse, so 
it was pretty clear that jt wasn't a tumor," 
Schmidt said. 

A tumor would have shown signs it was af
fecting the brain, such as slower motor func
tions and brain development, but Bernard's 
condition did not worsen, Schmidt said. 

Most dogs at other humane societies with 
a brain complication such as Bernard's are 
put down, but the Whatcom society strongly 
opposes euthanasia, Schmidt said. 

She said nothing is wrong with Bernard 
except he sometimes falls down when walk
ing or falls face-first into his water bowl 
while drinking. Since his condition is not life-
threatening, Bernard will not be euthanized. 

Although many dogs with this condition 
have not lived long lives,. Bernard's condi
tion was discovered early, so he has the 
chance to lead a full life, Schmidt said. 

Bernard is learning to compensate for his . 
difficulties, Schmidt said. He sits down or 
leans against a wall when he drinks and runs 
slower and more carefully. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOANNA SCHMIDT 

Bernard, a 3-month-old bulldog, Chow, Malamute and Shar-Pei mix, will wait 
until December to be available for adoption due to his medical condition. 

"He will fit well into a home with some
one with a big heart but no stairs," Schmidt 

said. "If we can't find a home, I will prob
ably take him in." 
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WINTER WARMERS 

BEN KYLE / SPECIAL TO THE WESTERN FRONT 

Winter beers available at The Bottle Shoppe, Bellingham's specialty beer store, from left to right: Rogue's Santa's Private Reserve, Stone Brewing's Double 
Bastard, Boundary Bay Brewery's Cabin Fever and Ayinger Brewery's Celebrator. 

Breweries create seasonal blends 
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Men's basketball splits in Hawaii 
No. 4-ranked Vikings scratch out one-point win in first 
game of season; foul trouble hampers team in second 

BY TYLER HUEY 
The Western Front 

Winning close games is key to 
any successful season. The Western 
men's basketball team eked out its 
one-point victory in the first game 
of ttie regular season but fell by 
three points in the second. 

The No. 4-ranked Vikings 
began the season in Laie, Hawaii, 
at the Brigham Young University-
Hawaii Seasider Classic. Western 
finished the event with a 1-1 
record. The Vikings won its first 
game 95-94 Thursday against 
Emporia State University from 
Emporia, Kansas, but Saturday 
the team lost to Brigham Young 
University-Hawaii 91-88. 

"We would have liked to come 
home .2-0, but we learned a good 
lesson," Western senior guard/ 
forward Grant Dykstra said. 

"You learn a lot more from (close 
games), than by blowing teams 
out by 30." 

The Vikings suited . 
up eight seniors 
and returned all 
.five starters from, 
last season's team. 
The Vikings team is 
considered a favorite 
to win the GNAC title, 
this season. 

' We cotne oUtev-* 
ery night and give 
our best effort, but 

sometimes it is 
not enough.' 

Dykstra were Western senior 
forward Tyler Amaya and senior 
guard Ryan Diggs. Amaya scored 

•' - 19 points, while Diggs 
added 18points. 

The Vikings led 
Emporia State 32-16 
in the first quarter, 
but its 16-point 
lead vanished as the 
Hornets cut the deficit 
to four points. But as 

BRAD JACKSON 
Based on the W e s t e m merVs basketball time expired in the first 

number of people 
we are getting back, 
I think it is a good assumption," 
said Brad Jackson, Western men's 
basketball head coach. "But ratings 
don't mean much if we don't back 
it up on the court." 

In the first game against 
Emporia State, Dykstra led the 
Vikings 'scoring with 27 points and 
eight rebounds. Complementing 

head coach haIf> Western senior 
guard Kyle Jackson 

made a half-court shot, giving the 
Vikings a 51 -44 halftime edge. 

"It was an emotional boost," 
Coach Jackson said. "He just 
got the ball, turned around and 
knocked it down. It doesn't 
happen very often." 

As the second half concluded, 
Amaya hit a 15-foot jumper to 

put Western ahead 89-87. Once 
Western center Lukas Henne put 
the Vikings ahead 95-91 with 1.6 
seconds remaining, not even a 
half-court shot from Emporia State 
junior guard Jonah Broussard 
could change the game's outcome. 

The Vikings were able to keep 
Saturday's game against Brigham 
Young close, but late foul trouble to 
key contributors doomed the team. 

Western's top three scorers 
fouled out in the final three 
minutes. With Western ahead 82-
78, Dykstra fouled out with 2:45 
left, and Western senior center 
Tyler MacMullen left at 1:55 and 
Diggs at 0:27. A three-point play 
by Brigham Young gave Western's 
opponent an 87-86 lead. Brigham 
Young's final four points came at 
the free throw line. 

Dykstra, MacMullen and Diggs 
combined for 68 of the Vikings' 
points. With the top three scorers of 
the game on the bench, Western's 
offensive capabilities were limited. 

The Vikings made two free 
throws to get within one point of 

a tie at 89-88, but Brigham Young 
answered and increased its lead 
to three points. With 13 seconds 
left, Western sophomore forward 
Brett Weisner could not make a 
potential game-tying 3-pointer at 
the buzzer. He missed the shot, 
and the Vikings lost. 

Dykstra said defense is an area 
the team could improve. 

"We gave tip (at least) 90 points 
each game," he said. "That's not 
where we want to be. Hopefully, 
we can get that down to the high-
70s or low-80s." 

Coach Jackson said he tries 
to keep his highly ranked squad 
grounded. 

"We come out every night and 
give our best effort, but sometimes 
it is not enough," Coach Jackson 
said. "We focus, create good habits 
and attempt to execute. We try to 
play in the now." 

The Vikings next game is at 7 
p.m. Friday at Carver Gym against 
Sonoma State University. 

Additional reporting by Andrew Irvine 

T^keyDinne, 

Open 12-9 pm 
Bar open 12-9 pm 

3218 Fie ld ing Ave. 
738-0275 

Bellalr Baker Shuttle 
WWU to Mt Baker Ski Area 

Departs Viking Union & Fairhaven College 

Saturdays, Sundays and bonus days during the season 
Studetti. fare: $18 round-trip 

Got Gas? 

(Come In For Free Insurance Review) 

CALL 
734-0636 

(Get $10 Gas Card) 

SPECIALIZING IN: 

CUSTOM DESIGNED ALUMINIZED & STAINLESS STEEL SYSTEMS 

4" SUPREME PERFORMANCE CAT BACK SYSTEMS 

HIGH PERFORMANCE CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 

FULL LINE OF HIGH PERFORMANCE MUFFLERS & ACCESSORIES 

VISIT OUR CUSTOM MUFFLER CENER AT: 

2169E.BAKERVIEWRD 

BELLINGHAM, WA 98226 

PH. 360-647-9090 

FAX 360-647-9045 

Skateboards 
Longboards 
Snowboards 
Shoes 
Clothing 
and More.. . 
501 Harris Ave.. 
Bellingham, WA 98221 
FAIRHAVE 
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Potent offense snaps two-game skid 
Western s club hockey team sweeps 
Walla Walla College by scoring 19 
goals during two weekend games 

BY MICHAEL LYCKLAMA assists Sunday, while Western 
The Western Front junior defenseman Patrick 

Maclauchlin chipped in with three 
The Walla Walla College assists. Bynum also racked up two 

Wolfpack goalies might have goals and three assists Saturday, 
nightmares after their visit to Bynum missed the previous 
Bellingham this weekend. three games with an injured knee. 

Western's club hockey team "I had missed a couple games 
filled the net with 19 goals during and I felt the need to get something 
two games against Walla Walla at under my belt," Bynum said. "I 
the Bellingham Sportsplex. definitely felt an extra push." 

Western won the first game Western never trailed throughout 
Saturday night 10-8 and followed the game Sunday. Western senior 
with a 9-2 rout over Walla Walla left wing Mike Jasklowski opened 
Sunday afternoon. the scoring by slipping past a hit 

This weekend's games were the from a Wolfpack defender at the 
Vikings' second and third highest blue line and firing a shot between 
scoring outputsof the season. Walla Walla goalie Tyler Schafer's 

"We had a lot more passing legs. Walla Walla quickly responded 
and a lot more shots," Western with a goal of its own but never 
assistant coach Delane Williams evened out the score again, 
said. "We just played with a lot Western added another 
more confidence." Jasklowski goal, a tip-in goal 

J.R. Bynum, Western senior by Western freshman center Jeff 
center and team captain, led the Bulger and two Bynum goals in 
Vikings with four goals and two the first period to build the Vikings 

MICHAEL LYCKLAMA/THE WESTERN FRONT 

Adam Railing, Western graduate student and goalie, gloves a slap shot taken from the top of the 
left face-off circle by Walla Walla College defenseman Quinell Oucharek during Sunday's win. 

lead to 5-2. 
"We had a big first period," 

said Bulger, who also scored three 
goals Saturday. "Yesterday we got 
up and let them come back. Today, 
we didn't let up." 

Western saw leads of 5-2 and 6-

periods while adding to its lead. 
Western freshman right wing 

Taylor Birkeland added two goals 
in the second period on a two-on-
two breakaway and a scramble in 
front of the net. 

Bynum's third goal completed 

"Yesterday we psyched 
ourselves out," Birkeland said. 
"We were too wound up, too 
excited. We relaxed more today." 

The Vikings, 9-4, will take an 
extended holiday break and won't 
play again until Jan. 6, when the 
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Wazzuoutof line 

An attempt by Washington State University's College of Education to 
brainwash one of its students was wrong. 

Universities often cite a diverse campus as a reason to attend their 
school, but earlier this month a 42-year-old student from Othello, 
Wash., found himself questioning WSU's goals of diversity. Ed 
Swan, a socially conservative father of two, is attempting to get his 
teaching certificate from WSU's College of Education. 

Swan thinks affluent white men are not to blame for many social 
injustices and also thinks abortion shouldn't be legal. Because his 
attitude doesn't align with that of his professors, who advocate 
progressive social change, he almost lost his spot in the college 
after teachers said they feared he couldn't withhold his opinions in 
a classroom. 

Swan's professors have failed him four times on the evaluation that 
tests if the teacher under review understands the complexities of issues 
such as race, gender and class. The school's administration nearly 
dropped him from the program and ordered him to train with WSU's 
Office of the Vice President for Equity and Diversity. 

It also ordered him to sign an agreement with the university to 
appreciate diversity, which he refused to do. Following his refusal to 
sign, the university withdrew the agreement, which the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education found to be unconstitutional. Thanks in 
part to the foundation, Swan will pursue his teaching certificate. 

Review of the effectiveness of a future teacher prior to accreditation 
is a healthy process for students, parents, schools and teachers. The 
use of such review processes to eliminate some political viewpoints, 
however, is destructive to the learning environment of all campuses and 
will hinder further progress in the classroom. 

Judy Mitchell, dean of education at WSU, said in a Nov. 14 Associated 
Press article, "We want to make sure a teacher appreciates and values 
human diversity and others' varied talents and perspectives." 

The dean must have missed the irony of her statement to the press. 
Unfortunately, since Swan doesn't share the viewpoints of many of his 
fellow students and professors, the future of his career as a student and 
teacher is at stake. 

Universities in America should reshift their focus and stop aiming to 
produce teachers and students who think alike and imposing standards 
for acceptable ideas. Swan's thinking may not fit the liberal ideology 
found at many public universities, but the Constitution protects his right 
to think and speak freely — as it should. 

Although many would not see Swan as an ideal teacher because of 
his strict right-wing beliefs, that reaches beyond the point in this case. 
Swan's presence as a conservative student at the college actually makes 
it a more diverse atmosphere in which to attend school, which is what 
the administrators at WSU are supposedly trying to create. 

Frontlines are the opinion of The Western Front editorial board: Zoe 
Fraley, Brittany Greenfield, Molly Jensen, Stefani Harrey, Jessica 
Dignan, Taylor Williams, Lauren Allain, Peter Jensen, Adriana 
Dunn, Blair Wilson, Devin Smart, Bradley Thayer, Eric Sanford, 
Tiffany Sheakley and Jared Yoakum. 

The Western Front 
Editor in Chief: Zoe Fraley; Managing Editor: Brittany Greenfield; Head 
Copy Editor: Molly Jensen; Copy Editors: Stefani Harrey, Jessica Dignan; 
Photo Editor: Taylor Williams; News Editors: Lauren Allain, Peter Jensen; 
Accent Editor: Adriana Dunn; Features Editor: Blair Wilson; Sports Edi
tor: Devin Smart; Opinions Editor: Bradley Thayer; Online Editor: Eric 
Sanford; Staff Photographer: Jared Yoakum; Cartoonists: Terrence No-
wicki, Susan Rosenberry, Aaron Cunningham; Adviser: John Harris; Busi
ness Manager: Alethea Macomber; Advertising Manager: Joel Hall; Com
munity Liaison: Tiffany Sheakley; Columnist: Travis Sherer 

Staff Reporters: Mary Andom, Laura Belzer, Tali Bendzak, Nichole 
Boechler, Jacob Buckenmeyer, Michael Coflman, Michael Curtiss, Taurean 
Davis, Shannon Deveny, Kirsten DuBois, Samantha Everts, Matthew Gagne, 
Daniel Grohl, Krista Grunhurd, Amy Harder, Tess Hembree, Lance Hender
son, Graigre Hill, Deanna Holmquist, Tyler Huey, Andrew Irvine, John Kara-
bias, Mari Kariya, Thomas King, Zach Kyle, Kendra Langston, Jacqueline 
LeCuyer, Kara Leider, Brian Lenzmeier, Kyra Low, Michael Lycklama, Peter 
Maclean, Kristen Marson, Justin Morrow, Megan Muidary, Kimberly Oakley, 
Ciara O'Rourke, Shannon Proulx, Susan Prussack, Samantha Roberts, Susan 
Rosenberry, Beckie Rosillo, Lorean Serko, Loren Shane, Lea Shawn, Andrew 
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Editor's note: The views expressed on The Western Front opinion 
pages are the views of the authors or cartoonists and are not necessarily 
the views of The Western Front staff, managers or adviser. 

And we quote: 
"What the world needs is more geniuses with 

humility; there are so few of us left." 

— Oscar Levant, composer 

Cell-phone options ridiculous 

B Y CIARA O'ROURKE 

The Western Front 

If Zack Morris of "Saved by the 
Bell" took a trip to 2005, he would 
be shocked. No Mr. Belding, no 
Kelly Kapowski, no style. One look 
down Bayside High School's halls 
would tell Zack more than any text 
message ever could. 

The cell-phone culture is overly 
involved and extravagant. Cell 
phones nised to be practical; now 
they epitomize image. Students 
need to get oyer themselves and get 
off their cell phones. Message sent. 

Zack was no square, but he was 
smart. He ruled Bayside with cha
risma, and somehow he managed to 
do it without a T-Mobile Sidekick 

or unlimited text messaging; 
The cellular telephone was a bril

liant invention, but a thin line exists 
between cool and heinous. As of 
late, cell phones are ridiculous. 

Approximately 175 million 
people in the United States' own 
cell phones, according to an April 
4 USA Today article, but amid 
technological advances such as in
creasing Internet accessibility and 
multimedia options, the number of 
mobile-to-mobile uses is infinite. 

Zack used his cell phone for 
two things — calling his mom and 
calling his ladies. But his mini
malist approach breaches contem
porary cell-phone ideals — the 
more, the better. 

Cell-phone users collect ring 
tones like precious jewels, assign
ing different rings to different peo
ple and lovingly listening to distort
ed, polyphonic Kanye West tracks 
on the bus ride home. When a ring
ing phone sounds like a boom box 
stuffed in a backpack, the industry 
has gone tpo far. Using seven differ

ent rings for seven friends is unnec
essary. It only tags a cell-phone user 
as just that — a user. Ring tones or 
crack, they're both addictions. 

Ring tones are expensive, and 
downloading them is a vice like any 
other. A cocaine addiction is more 
costly, but at $1.50 at least, find a 
better way to spend six quarters. 
Choose between a soda and Britney 
Spears'"... Baby One More Time." 
Coke quenches thirst, but a Spears' 
ring tone is annoyingly trite. 

But soon, thanks to British mo
bile company Vodafone, both soft 
drinks and cell phones will go hand 
in hand. Vodafone will soon open 
cell-phone vending machines in 
Manchester, England, according to 
an Oct. 28 CNET News.com arti
cle. The phones are meant to appeal 
to travelers in the United Kingdom 
facing emergency situations. 

If a traveler who is foreign to 
the United Kingdom encounters an 
emergency situation, a cell-phone 

see SENSELESS, page 11 

Buy books at AS Bookstore 

BY DEANNA HOLMQUIST 

The Western Front 

Students who think the on-
campus bookstore is just another 
way for Western to rob the wallets 
of poor college students are wrong. 

By pulling up the Associated 
StudentsBookstore Web site, anyone 
can learn the store is a nonprofit, 
self-supported organization. 

Yet so many students hold the 
false perception that The College 
Store gives students a better value. 
In Bellingham, students have 
to choose between supporting a 
large corporation and supporting 
activities they participate in. 

This should be an easy choice, but 
Western students consistently cheat 
themselves and their peers when it 
comes to buying textbooks. 

AH net revenue from the AS 
Bookstore supports AS programs, 
according to the store's Web site. 
In 2004, the bookstore agreed to 
deliver $150,000 to the AS each 
year, regardless of whether its 
profits reached that amount. 

This money supports the AS, 
Blue Crew events and Viking 
athletics. Even students who don't 
participate in AS clubs benefit 
from the money. If students want 
to see their dollars at work, all they 
have to do is turn on KUGS, rent 
a bike from the Outdoor Center 
or attend the High Street Arts & 
Music Festival. 

The AS Bookstore realizes 
not every student values the 
store's contribution to these 
organizations, so it does more than 
donate $150,000. Most college 

stores throughout the nation mark 
up their books by 25 percent of 
the publisher's list price. The AS 
Bookstore does this as well but 
offers a 10 percent discount after 
the markup. During the last school 
year, the discount saved students 
$456,000, AS Bookstore general 
manager Lara Mann said. 

Nebraska Book Company owns 
The College Store in Sehome 
Village.and more than 100 stores 
nationwide. The Nebraska Book 
Company earned $6.1 million 
during its last fiscal year, according 
to the company's Web site. Yet the 
store pays its employees minimum 
wage, The College Store general 
manager Josh Canham said. 

Unlike the AS Bookstore, 
the money students spend on 
expensive textbooks supports a 
multimillion-dollar corporation 
that cashes in oh the university's 

see AS, page 11 
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Senseless: Idea of cell phones makes sense, but not features 
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kiosk should be the last place he or she 
thinks to go. A police station or an em
bassy would be a less trendy but more 
effective choice. 

Cell phones already aren't 100-per
cent reliable due to no-service zones 
and varying battery life, but to trust one 
from a vending machine in a make-or-
break situation is foolish. Unless the 
emergency is of a sexual nature, say 
loneliness — in that case, Vodafone 
would be the first place to go. 

Zack better cover his ears. 
Cell-phone companies now offer 

matchmaking and sex-texting, a new 
text-message trend uniting sexy singles 
everywhere. Self-proclaimed text chat 
community ChatNation promises text-
message users an immediate reply from 
someone who wants to chat, according 
to a ChatNation television commercial. 

If someone looking for love seeks the 
immediacy of a text message to satisfy 
burning passion, good luck. That some
one is looking for love in the wrong 
place. A fast response might masquer
ade as intimacy, but anyone typing dirty 
text messages to a stranger under the 
office table is far-removed from reality. 
Convenient or not, his or her text-mes
sage horoscope may as well read, 'Tor-
lorn Friday nights are in the future." 

The concept of cell phones is con
venient Flash back to 1989. Zack was 
quick to call home in a pickle, and he 
didn't need a quarter—he had his cell. 

In 2005, nothing is convenient about 
pressing the seven button of a cell phone 
four times to text the letter's.' 

Someone horny enough to spend 
$1.99 to receive a text reading, "Spank 
me harder, baby," can go find the near
est public restroom. Look for die stall 
with the old man relieving himself on 

the toilet — that's Tiffany, a wild and 
sexy single from ChatNation. Anyone 
with fingers could be on the sending end 
of a sex text At least telephone hotlines 
provide some security of the future soul 
mate's gender. Text messaging is face
less and a waste of time. It's empty. 

As are other cellular improvements. 
Flipping through the Internet wastes 
minutes. Instead, spend time talking to 
the person two seats down. 

Cell phones cripple society. They 
relieve idle hands and awkward mo
ments, but they aren't life. People pimp 
their phones to be cool, but too much 
is lame. For the ultimate in cool, cell 
phones should stay in pockets. 

Ditch the Sidekick and find com
panionship in the real world. Down
load a new ring tone because Jay-Z's 
"Dirt Off Your Shoulder," has run its 
due course. What would Zack do? He 
always got the girl. 

AS: The College Store is corporate, offers negligible discounts 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 

need for books. 
It is a simple fact that The College 

Store offers books at a lower price 
than the AS Bookstore. Each quarter, 
The College Store waits for the AS 
Bookstore to price its textbooks and 
then prices many of its own books at 
equal or lower prices, Canham said. 

Yes, students can save money at 
The College Store. But they usually 
save enough money to pay for the 
gas it took to drive there. According 
to research comparing the two stores' 
prices, which marketing major and 
Western senior Daniel Purdy did in 

spring 2005, The College Store priced 
its books 25 cents to $5 less than AS 
Bookstore prices. 

Word of mouth created the myth 
that The College Store always has 
more competitive pricing than the AS 
Bookstore. For example, The College 
Store may price a Math 102 book $15 
cheaper than the AS Bookstore. This 
situation is rare. 

The AS Bookstore consistently offers 
the 10 percent discount to students and 
avoids drastic price cuts to give AS 
programs as much money as possible. 

Though The College Store fools 
students with its low-price positioning, 
the AS Bookstore is the player keeping 

textbook prices where they are. 
Students must face the fact that 

Western requires textbooks for 
classes, and this demand creates high 
prices. Each quarter students will 
walk out of the bookstore in disbelief 
of their textbook receipt. Students 
who shop in Bellingham don't have a 
choice of whether to spend big bucks 
on textbooks. They do have a choice 
as to where they spend that money. 

Students can spend $290 at The 
College Store and fund a corporation 
that couldn't care less about student 
programs, or they could spend $300 at 
the AS Bookstore, which operates solely 
for the benefit of Western students. 

'Shrooming should be legal 

It is easy to point to the recent incident of a Western 
student having a horrible, nightmarish experience while 
using psilocybin mushrooms as a reason to continue the 
war on drugs. 

However, this event underscores exactly why drugs, 
including psilocybin, should be decriminalized. The 
zero-tolerance, "just say no to drugs" philosophy we 
have today suppresses real information and discussion 
about drugs. 

As a result, when a person says yes to drugs, as some 
inevitably will, they lack information about how much a 
safe dose is, what the signs of overdose are and what to do 
if that occurs. Providing this information is seen as encour
aging students to try drugs. 

Another problem stems from the lack of information 
about the potency of a given drug. This is particularly a 
problem with drugs that come directly from plants, such as 
marijuana and mushrooms, where variations in the grow
ing technique, soil and a host of other factors can change 
the potency of a drug. 

Do you know how much psilocybin, the actual halluci
nogen, is in that bag of 'shrooms you just bought? Well, if 
'shrooms were decriminalized, you would. The Pure Food 
and Drug Act of 1906, the same law mat requires a bottle of 
aspirin to display potency and dosage information, would 
require a bottle of psilocybin pills (as someone would find 
a cheap way to synthesize psilocybin, or extract it from 
mushrooms) to display the exact dosage of each pill, mak
ing overdoses a thing of the past 

ZackElan, 18 
Western freshman 

Send a blurb of 250 words or fewer to thewesternfronte-
ditor@yahoo.com about something you love, hate or just 
don't understand— whatever's on your mind. Please in
clude your name, age and year at Western or position 
within the community. 

Are Your BRAKES making noise? 
We have a FREE brake inspection that you 

should get every 30,000 miles. 

1 0 % discount with Student ID 

. * 
LOCALLY OWNED S OPERATED 

m 

Prime Tune & Brakes 
in Sunset Square 

671-2277 

)>,0\JNDARy/^;. 
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MoiHltty SioUis 

Ac the corner of State & Ohio 
Mon-Sat 6am to 2pm • Sun 8am to 2pm • 

Breakfast, and. lunch served all day! 
734-8687 

^aruvS Wl 
FREE CONCERT* Open to the public. 
Listen to tides, earthquakes, dinosaurs 

and much more. 
{, Nov; 29th and Thursday, D\ 
J:30pm, Viking Union 55: 

sented by the Geo!. 297 ^ 6 S O " ° 89 .3FM 

lliiifttic!)-Niijiife 

FOR RKNT 

ATTENTION DORMS 
residents! Move to brand new -
Broadway Apartments 524 32nd 
St. 3 & 4 bed and we'll pay V* 
of your contract breaking fees! 
Landmark 738-1022. 

REDUCED RENT specials! 
Pre-Ieasing for January '06. 
Broadway Apts. Brand New! 
3bed $900,4 BED $1000. Land-

HKLPWANTKD 

SPEAK SPANISH Italian 
French EZ! All Ages! Jeffery 
647-4060. 

GET PAID to drive a brand 
new car! Now paying drivers 
$800-S3200 a month. Pick up 
your free car key today, www. 
freecarkey.com. 

WE HIRE nice people. Caregiv

ers needed to provide in home 
one on one care to the elderly. 
Flexible hours and very little 
experience needed. AH shifts 
available, 24hr, 12hr, and hourly 
shifts. Home Attendant Care, 
Inc. 1316 King St #1 Belling
ham. 

!BARTENDERS WANTED! 
$300/day potential. TS!o exp. 
needed. Training provided. 1-
800-965-6520 cxt. 237. 

ANNOl NCKMKMS 

NON-RELIGIOUS SPIRITU
ALITY, www.uniquestname 

ICE SKATING 
WHATCOM SPEED skating 
club all ages all skill levels 
Tuesdays 7pm @. Sportsplex 
647-5372 

WESTERN 
. FRONT 
: CLASSIFIEDS : 

SELL! 

[ 650-3161 
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WESTERN 
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often house BOOKStore 

and enjoy 

Free Refreshments 

Live Music 

Free Gifts 

1st ^ M l ! ^ 

^"sfiWr-vfrS >KS ''i'-Bi'i&Siv 
^ s f ^sflff 

1$$£ ^ ^ ? : 

November 30th 
Great Sales 

& 
Will* Hlf .sUp^ 

fjso come in all. month 
savings on all your Westerrf 

emblimatic items for the R 

December 

Sunday Monday [Tues 
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