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Armed robbery
suspects arrested

David Gonzales
THE WESTERN FRONT

University Police arrested 
Western freshman Sean Heien 
outside of Ridgeway Delta 
Thursday, following the Wednes­
day arrest of Western freshman 
Derreck Opheim in connection 
to the report of an armed rob­
bery in the Sehome Arboretum 
Oct. 15.

Heien and Opheim were 
booked into Whatcom County 
Jail on suspicion of trafficking 
in stolen property and robbery in 
the first degree, said Mark Young, 
Bellingham Police Department 
public information officer.

Opheim, who was arrested 
outside Ridgeway Omega, was 
arraigned Thursday afternoon. 
Young said. His bail was set at 
$100,000.

The robbery was reported 
by an unidentified 20-year-old 
Western student who said he was 
walking through the arboretum 
when two males ahead of him, 
one armed with a gun and the 
other with a knife, turned around 
and ordered him to give up his 
backpack.

Among the stolen items 
was an iPod, which came back 
to play a vital role in the discov­
ery of the suspects' identities.

Bellingham detectives found the 
knife reportedly used in the rob­
bery in Opheim’s dorm room af­
ter his arresl.

Immediately following the 
incident Oct. 15, University Po­
lice Chief Randy Stegmeier sent 
out a campus-wide e-mail de­
scribing the robbery and encour­
aging anyone with information to 
call the “Safe Campus” hotline.

This e-mail prompted the 
tipoff that led to Opheim’s ar­
rest, Young said.

A Western student called 
Bellingham Police to report that 
a friend of hers had purchased a 
used iPod from a stranger at an ex­
ceptionally low price. Young said.

The Bellingham Police De­
partment attained a warrant for 
the arrest of Opheim, though the 
other suspect, Heien, was still at 
large.

Chief Stegmeier released 
another e-mail announcing the 
arrest of Opheim and listing 
Heien as a “person of interest” 
Thursday morning.

Within a few hours, a Delta 
resident saw Heien return to the 
residence hall and called the po­
lice, Young said.

Heien was arrested shortly 
after without incident and trans­
ported to Whatcom County Jail, 
Young said.

photo by Hailey Tucker THE WESTERN FRONT

Registered nurse Teri Bodensteiner carefully administers the H1N1 vaccine for Western sophomore Emily 
Johnson Tuesday afternoon. "My mom wanted me to it/' Johnson said. "1 don't want to be missing classes."

Hundreds vaccinated
Students receive limited
supply of HI NT vaccine

Ben Woodard
THE WESTERN FRONT

Hoards of students and faculty lined up Tues­
day for free HlNl virus vaccinations in the Per­
forming Arts Center lobby. Many waited hours for 
screening before finally receiving the nasal spray

Two registered nurses administered the gov­
ernment-funded vaccinations from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., two and a half hours longer than anticipated.

A total of 309 students have contacted the Health 
Center with flu-like symptoms since school began, 
and one student was hospitalized and released, ac­
cording to the health center’s swine flu blog. The 
center is allowed to send three samples a week to 
the state department of health for testing, but niany 
come back positive for the H1N1 virus.

vaccine. see VACCINE page 3
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Western students to help naturalize immigrants
Renee Davies

THE WESTERN FRONT

Approximately 10 Fairhaven College 
and Western students will volunteer as para­
legals for Bellingham’s first Citizenship Day, 
a program meant to help U.S. immigrants be­
come U.S. citizens Saturday Oct. 24, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Fairhaven and Western students have 
volunteered previous years in Mount Vernon, 
but will help with the event at Bellingham 
Technical college this year.

Citizenship Day, created by the Wash­
ington New Americans Program, One Am­
erica and the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association, is an event where paralegals, 
lawyers and interpreters work together to 
provide free assistance to those wishing to 
apply for U.S. citizenship.

“This program is an attempt to stream­
line the path to citizenship,” said Charlie 
McAteer, communications manager for 
One America.

Scott Railton, the attorney site coordi­
nator for the event, said the applications are

long and complicated and can be intimidating 
for tholse who speak English as a second lan­
guage, or little English at all.

Without this free service many would 
need to seek out ^ and pay for their own at­
torney, Railton said, which in addition to the 
$675 in application fees, could be expensive.

Saturday’s event will involve several dif­
ferent rooms and steps.

Each client first meets with a paralegal 
in order to fill out and discuss the application. 
The paralegal also flags anything that might 

be of concern when applying, which is then 
looked over by one of the immi­

gration attorneys.
Fairhaven College’s Center for Law, Di­

versity and Justice partnered up with Railton 
to work with and train students to act as para­
legals at the event.

Railton requires students fill out their 
own naturalization forms, read a 70-page 
manual and attend an afternoon training ses­
sion in order to prepare themselves to act as 
paralegals.

Although many students do it strictly as 
volunteer work, students could also receive 
one credit as an independent study course.

Railton said one of his favorite parts of 
the event is working with the students. He 
said the event offers good legal experience 
for Western and Fairhaven students, espe­
cially those wishing to go on to law school.

After clients spends one-on-one time 
with a paralegal and has finished the applica­
tion, they meet with a full-time immigration 
lawyer.

During this step, the lawyer looks oyer 
the application, taking note of the sections

see CITIZENSHIP page 2

AS Board
abolishes
charter

Ben Woodard
THE WESTERN FRONT

The AS Board, of Direc­
tors revoked an interim charted 
deemed illegitimate by the of­
fice of Western’s assistant attor­
ney general in a board meeting 
Wednesday.

Western’s assistant attorney 
general Wendy Bohlke advised 
the AS to revoke the governing 
charter passed June 3 for the De- 
partmentally Related Activities 
Committee (DRAC), and since 
then has worked with both AS and 
DRAC to develop a charter which 
represents both parties equally.

DRAC distributes funds

see DRAC page 3
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Cops Box
University Police

Oct. 20
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Campus police arrested a 
25-year-oId man in con­
nection with DUl at 12:08
a.m.

photo by Hailey Tucker THE WESTERN FRONT

Wendy Crandall of the Sustainable Transportation Office screws a bell onto Western senior Allison Lewis' bike. Crandall gave out free bike 
bells with members of the Bellingham Bike Gang^ a Western club^ and the Outdoor Center on Thursday in Red Square. Crandall said they 
are hoping to create a "safe and considerate bicycling culture on campus."

CORRECTIONS

An article in the Oct. 16 issue titled "Sudden death shocks Western," gave the incorrect age of Michael 
Grimes; he was 44. In the same article, it was stated that Grimes taught at Western for five years. He was 
hired as a full-time tenure track faculty in the 2001-2002 academic year and had a visiting professor appoint­
ment the previous academic year.

An article in the Oct. 20 issue titled "Conunittee seeks to ratify green fee initiative," stated the green energy 
fee was included once a year in tuition—it is included once per quarter.

CITIZENSHIP: Program first for Bellingham

illustration by Alan Crow THE WESTERN FRONT
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flagged by the paralegal, and offers advice 
on whether or not to file.

Railton said it is not uncommon for 
lawyers to advise a chent not to apply be­
cause of missing criteria or required materi­
als. He said sometimes certain information, 
such as a criminal record, could put the ch­
ent at risk for deportation, in which case the 
lawyer would recommend not applying.

Railton said part of the process in­
cludes a basic English language require­
ment, an American history and civics test, 
requirements as far as amount of time 
spent in the U.S and showing good moral

character. •
The client cannot have left the U.S. 

for any extended period of time in the last 
five years, or three years if married to a 
U.S. citizen.

Railton said he has heard of applica­
tions being turned down because of items 
as small as being on probation for a traffic 
violation.

The application process takes approx­
imately six months to a year, but Railton 
said he has had applicants wait for as long 
as four years to receive approval.

Niall O Murchii, Fairhaven professor 
and community site coordinator for the 
event, said the entire process on Saturday 
takes approximately two hours per person, 
depending on how many people show up 
as both participants and volunteers.

Western junior Alex Rolnick, a vol­
unteer paralegal for the event, said based 
on previous years, he expects approxi­
mately 40 total volunteers.

This is Rolnick’s second year volun­
teering at such an event.

“It’s just really a great experience to 
see the effects of actually helping people 
do something that’s really important to 
them in their lives,” Rolnick said.

Rolnick recounted helping a Filipino 
woman his first year.

“It was really cool to see how thank­
ful she was that this was a program that 
was offered,” Rolnick said.

On Oct. 24 there will also be Citizen­
ship Day events taking place in Pasco, 
Centralia and Port Angeles, and more to 
follow throughout the year in various cit­
ies statewide.

McAteer said undocumented resi­

dents are welcome to come and ask ques­
tions, but are not eligible for naturaliza­
tion services.

•*

Oct. 21 *
• Campus police contacted 

the Ridgevvay Delta resi­
dence hall regarding stu­
dent use of marijuana at 
10:24 p.m., students were 
refered to resident advisers.

Bellingham Police

Oct. 20
• Two teenagers were arrest­

ed at 10:15 p.m. on the 
2600 block on Meridian 
St., under suspicion of shop 
lifting and possession of 
alcohol. One had a stolen 
credit card and ID.

Oct. 21
• Police responded to a call 

at 3:24 p.m. of a homeless 
man following a woman 
as she walked to work on 
Lakeway Drive by the 1-5 
overpass.

Oct. 22
• A 21-year-old man was 

arrested at 1:13 a.m. on 
the 1100 block of Harris 
Avenue in connection 
to urinating in public.

Cops Box compiled by Lindsey Otta
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VACCINE: Western received 400 doses of total 75,600 nationwide Friday

photo by Hailey Tucker THE WESTERN FRONT
Registered nurse Teri Bodensteiner gives Western freshman Graham Armstrong the HlNl 
vaccine Tuesday afternoon. "It was free and seemed like a good opporunity to keep myself 
healthy."

from 1

The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, a federal agency, has allocat­
ed the vaccination throughout the United 
States based on population size. Accord­
ing to its Web site, 75,600 doses have 
been shipped to Washington state, and of 
those. Western received 400 last Friday.

Even though age and health restric­
tions were enforced, all 400 doses were 
given to students and faculty at the clinic, 
said Teri Bodensteiner, one of the nurses 
administering the vaccine.

“The clinic was supposed to start at 
10:30 a.m., but there were students lined 
up at 9 a.m.,” Bodensteiner said. “Next 
time we are looking to do some kind of 
an online reservation thing and hopefully 
have more medical people.”

Western junior Katie Powell said she 
got to the PAC before the line was too 
long, but still ended up waiting for three 
hours.

Western freshman Yi-ran Li waited 
approximately two hours for his vaccina­
tion.

“It’s like regular nasal spray,” he said.

“You expect like a big machine to come 
down and beam something in your face, 
but it’s just like nasal spray; tastes like it, 
too.”

Recipients had to pass an evaluation

through a screening questionnaire, which 
restricted those older than 24 years of age, 
those already sick §nd those who are preg­
nant or have chronic health problems such 
as asthma and diabetes.

The center put restrictions in place 
because’ of the low amount of vaccine 
manufacturers have been able to create 
since the HlNl flu epidemic began ap­
proximately six months ago, and because 
of the type of vaccine, which is catego­
rized as a live, weakened intranasal vac­
cine.

The intranasal vaccine works like the 
regular shot-in-arm vaccine by tricking 
the immune system into creating antibod­
ies to fight the flu, except it uses the actu­
al, live virus cultures instead of dead ones.

The HlNl virus is expected to be 
around for a while, but next year the sea­
sonal flu vaccine will include an HlNl 
strain, Gibson said, so people can get all 
the vaccinations needed in one shot.

Compared to Washington State Uni­
versity, Gibson said she is impressed with 
how cautious the Western community has 
been about spreading germs. She said the 
WSU outbreak was greatly related to the 
close quarters of the fraternity and soror­
ity rush. Based on how many cases of ill­
ness she has seen thus far, she said West­
ern has been more cautious.

“I expected much larger numbers 
than what we’ve seen,” Gibson said.

CHARTER: DRAC, AS members will meet Oct. 27 to finalize charter details

photo by Nicholas Johnson THE WESTERN FRONT

In no more than a few minutes on Wednesday, the AS Board of Directors, including Colin Watrin, Virgilio Cintron and Matt Jarrell (left to 
right), rescinded the Departmentally Related Activities Committee charter the board passed during spring 2009.

from 1

from the Services and Activities Fee for 
departmental activities in four main areas: 
music, theater arts, communication and 
journalism. Some specific recipients in­
clude Western’s debate team, student pub­
lications and the dance program. Students 
pay the fee alongside their tuition every 
quarter.

DRAC and AS Board members also 
held a much-anticipated meeting Tuesday 
Oct. 20 to discuss the new charter drawn 
up during summer 2009.

Communication between DRAC and 
AS Board members has been rocky in the 
past, resulting in missteps and compro­
mised agendas.

“The process by which they thought 
they were doing the right thing ignored 
a procedure that was already in place,” 
DRAC chair Steve Woods said. “And also 
was offered more accusatory than it need­
ed to be. And so it stepped on some toes.”

The new charter is a compilation of 
parts of the rescinded charter, older DRAC 
charters and recommendations from West­
ern’s assistant attorney general office.

The initial concerns of the AS 
Board—such as adequate student repre­
sentation and committee oversight—have

been answered in the new charter. Under 
it, the AS Board is allowed to appoint two 
student representatives to DRAC, and as 
has been done in the past, the committee is 
forced to report budget recommendations 
to the Services and Activities Fee Com­
mittee, which oversees how student fees 
are spent.

The move to rescind the AS charter 
was a first step to mending relationships 
that were damaged over the charter dis­

agreements, said Colin Watrin, AS Vice 
president for activities.

“It was a symbolic gesture more than 
anything,” Watrin said. “Just to say, ‘we 
are going to rescind this so that we can 
proceed forward with a clean slate.’”

The bulk of Tuesday's meeting was 
spent going through the new charter, word 
by word. Each representative in the com­
mittee was able to give his or her input. 

Approximately 10 minutes into the

meeting AS President Matt Jarrell apolo­
gized on behalf of last years AS Board for 
passing the now-revoked interim charter 
in question.

“We take full responsibility,” Jarrell 
said. “We care about our relationship with 
DRAC, and rescinding the charter was a 
gesture toward making a positive relation­
ship with DRAC.”

Another meeting will be held Tues­
day, Oct. 21, to finalize the DRAC charter.
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DISCOUNTED 
SEASON PASSES

Save $50 
through Oct. 31st

Adult, College, Young Adult, Youth 
Senior passes save $50 off regular season 
rates. Other pass prices remain same.

go to; www.mtbaker«us
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Don't settle for less * # # BAKER'S BETTER !

$39.50 Midweek
non-holidays • tax included
Save $17+ over other 
Washington ski areas!

$47.50 VYeekends &
Holidays • tax included 
Save $10+ over other . 
Washington ski areas!

go to www.mtbaker.us for info
and operadon/pncing calendar
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The Western Front is looking 
for faculty, staff, club leaders 
or other community members 
who want to write a 400- to 
500-word column about an 
issue at Western.

send your column ideas to: 
opinion@westernfrontonline.net
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Western professor Michael Grimes 
will be remembered for the love and dedi­
cation he had for his family, research and 
students.

- Grimes, 44, passed away Oct. 15 due 
to natural causes.

Family, friends, students and col­
leagues filled Moles Family Funeral 
Home and Bay view Chapel to honor the 
late professor Grimes on Wednesday.

Attendees poured out into the hall­
way and lobby to silently listen to the ser­
vice over the intercom when seating in the 
main room reached capacity.

Grimes will be missed by his wife, 
three children, faculty and students.

“I would like to thank my family and 
friends for their support,” said his widow 
Tammy Grimes. ^

Grimes joined the department in 2000 
as a visiting professor and officially joined 
the staff in 2001.

“His sense of humor was infectious,” 
said colleague Joan Stevenson, an anthro­
pology professor at Western. “He had a 
silly side that everyone adored.”

Stevenson said Grimes expanded the 
department with his creation of a repro­
ductive ecology and a nutritional anthro­
pology. class and contributed to the teach­
ing of anatomy and physiology through 
the biology department.

' He was a popular professo who 
helped many students plan their degree in

photo courtesy of Li verbal I

Michael Grimes keeps a drum beat during a Liverball show. Band member Ray Kolcun said 
Grimes' always remained positive during their shows^ no matter what happened.

anthropology, she said.
“His door was always open to stu­

dents,” Stevenson said.
He was dedicated to his family and 

began work earlier this quarter so he could 
go home a few minutes early and spend 
more time with his children and wife, Ste­
venson said.

Stevenson said Grimes was an abso­
lute sweetheart; a wonderful person who 
was easygoing yet driven.

Stevenson said one of Grimes' pa­
pers about the effect protein has in a diet 
helped her personally—she said reading 
the article made it clear to her that she

needed to eat more protein herself.
Grimes and Darryl Holman, an an­

thropology professor at the University 
of Washington, collaborated in research 
when they were postdoctoral fellows at 
Pennsylvania State University in the late 
1990s.

This research involved studying the 
influence culture has on breast-feeding as 
well as energy loss associated with it.

The research project Grimes was re­
cently co-investigating with Holman and 
four other professors is a continuation of 
their previous research, Holman said.

“Mike was a joy to be around,” Hol­

man said. “He had this sort of humble 
sense of humor. He made himself the butt 
of a lot of jokes.”

Holman said he remembers they used 
to play chess together over beer every 
couple of weeks, and eventually, when 
they would travel together for conferences 
regarding their research. Grimes brought a 
magnetic chess board to play on the plane, 
Holman said.

He looks fondly on memories of 
time spent with the Grimes family at their 
home, he said. Holman described Grimes 
as a wonderful husband and father.

“He was very dedicated to his fam­
ily,” Holman said. “He was always doing 
things with them or for them.”

Holman said he remembered a spe­
cific time Grimes made him laugh.

“When I visited him in June, I noticed 
he had drumsticks in the comer of his of­
fice,” Holman said.

He said when he asked Grimes why 
he had the drumsticks. Grimes answered 
he had been practicing for the reunion 
concert of the punk rock band he used to 
play for starting in the early 1990s, called 
Liverball.

"You could be down in your 
lowest of lows and if you were 
with Mike for 15 minutes he'd 
have you laughing." -

Ray Kolcun^
Friend
Guitarist for Liverball
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[FOUR-CHEESE SAUCE

A DUI costs more than a roundtrip 
cab ride to New York City!

♦ 5 Hide for the Price of 1
♦ Lai:^est Full-Service 

Fleet North of Seattle
♦ Computerized 24-Hoixr 

Dispatch
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Holman said Grimes had been prac­
ticing in his office without drums, with his 
headset on.

Liverball’s reunion was on July 16, 
2009, in Pittsburg, Pa.

“It was like walking backwards in 
time,” said Ray Kolcun, one of Grimes’ 
longtime friends and guitarist for the band.

Kolcun said if something did not go 
quite right with the band. Grimes always 
maintained a positive outlook and put a 
positive spin on it.

“You could be down in your lowest 
of lows and if you were with Mike for 15 
minutes he’d have you laughing,” he said.

He said one night during a show, the 
band’s bass player fell into Grimes’ drum 
set and knocked it over, leaving only the 
stool and snare drum standing.

“Drums and cymbals went every­
where,” he said. “And Mike kept play­
ing... with this giant grin on his face like, 
‘this is the greatest thing ever," he said.

He said Grimes’ passing was like los­
ing a family member. \

Western "^senior Katie Brown said
Grimes urged her to pursue a degree in 
biological anthropology after she finished 
her degree in cellular and molecular biol­
ogy fall 2008. .

"I would like to thank rny 
family and friends for 
their support."

Tammy Grimes, 
Wife of the late 
Michael Grimes

59

L k

'imf photo courtesy of Liverball

From left to right; Liverball band members? 
Michael Grimes, Buck Knauer, Ray Kolcun, 
Joe Triglia, Jonathan Bagamery.

‘He was a pretty amazing professor, 
she said.

Brown said Grimes made it easy to 
know exactly what to study for on a test.

He used to bring the actual test to 
class for the review session to help his 
students prepare for the specific questions 
that would be asked, she said.

His funny, sarcastic personality made 
the classroom experience fun, and she 
said she enjoyed his conversational teach­
ing style.

Brown has been in four of Grimes’ 
classes over the last three years, including 
Ecology of Human Variation this quarter.

She would drop by his office some­
times, even when she was not in his class, 
and he would be available.

"He [went] above and beyond for his 
students," she said.

Additional reporting by David Gonzales
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Happy Hour In the Bar!
Daily Drink and Appetizer Specials, including: -.ippzy x'. 
Grab Cakes, Fried Okra, BBQ wings and more! ' " •
Tuesday through Saturday 4pm to 7pm & All Day Sunday (10am to 9pm)

Late Night Grub!
Pork Po Boy's, Sweet Potato Fries,
Chicken Strips, Mac n' Cheese and morel 
Friday and Saturday Nights from 
10pm to Midnight in the Bar

1300 BAY ST. • 360-75-BAY0U
Call now for Bayou-to-go! / No reserrattons

Snow's Coming!! I
Gear up now with the Western Front.

Classifieds available at westernfrontonline.net

\

A glimpse at the memorial service

Mourners were encouraged 
to sign a book of memories 
and thoughts at the memorial 
service for Michael Grimes 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the 
Moles Family Funeral Home 
and Bayview Chapel.

<■. i. .
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Western junior Alex 
Uhrich (left) and senior 
Adina Cairns look at 
photographs of Grimes 
set up at the memorial
service.

The wife of the late 
Michael Grimes, Tammy 
Grimes (right, center), is 
followed by family and 
friends, after the memo­
rial service.

photos by Rhys Logan THE WESTERN FRONT
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Jordan Stead 
THE WESTERN FRONT 

On a trip 10 the Oregon coastline, Western senior 
Benjamin Harter, 24, found himself on a beach httered 
with garbage. 

This massive buildup of genera1ed waste moved 
Harter to see just how little of an ecological impact he 
can make. Harter is two weeks into a month-long at­
tempt at consuming only unpackaged foods. 

One out of every $ 11 Americans spend on food 
goes toward the packaging it came in, and -those same 
materials account for one-third of all the trash in the 
country. 

Harter explained he is slowly trying to move from a 
packaged lifestyle to making meals entirely from scratch. 

'1'here is no negative side of this [decisionl for me," 
Haner said . 

Haner grew up in Eastern Washington in a farming 
family. After attending Washington State University for a 
year and finding it unfit for his perspective, he moved to 
BelHngham and s1aned at Whatcom Community College 
for his sophomore year. 

"Sometime after moving [here}. I began 10 develop 
an environmental sense of things," Harter said . 

He began to lake classes al HuxJey Co llege of the 
Environment, but found them to be more focused o n 
studying sciences than on the environmental-based top• 
ics in which he was most interested and began 1aking 
recreation classes. 

A vegetarian for more than three years, Harter said 
he decided December 2008 that he would attempt vegan­
ism for a month with several of his friends. 

" I always felt like I needed the push to be vegan ,'' 
Harter said . "And that challenge was that push I needed:' 

ARTS ·&LIFE 

Western senior Jake Bankson, 22, one of Harter's 
-closest friends, was in on the challenge. Bankson ulti­
mately remained vegan for two months. 

"fBet'ljamin] has an interesting way of looking at our 
world,"'Bankson said. " I would love to do what he 's 
doing, making time to eat like he does. Ben sticks to his 

// Being vegan is simply being conscious 
of the products you use. 

· Benjamin Harter, 
Western senior and vegan II 

periment after the month's time. but ~ as confident that 
he was going to walk away with a skill set that could 
potentially reduce his ecological footprint. 

According to a survey Harter recently took on 1be 
Nature Conservancy Web site , he found his average car­
bon footprint is approximately 11 tons per year-59 per­
cent Jess than the national average. f · 

Harter also noted since his switch to being a vegan, 
he has lowered his carbon emissions by more than four 
tons annually. 

The process of raising cattle for slaughter in the' U.S. 
relies heavily on the use of fossil fuels. 1be waste of the 
fuel raises a meat-eater's carbon emissions. 

Western senior Jeff Johnson, 22, has been a friend of 
morals and refuses what he doesn't want." Hatter's for more than a year. 

Being a vegan is differe nt than being a vegetarian, " I envy the time and-commitment that Ben puts in." 
and demands a much stricter set of lifestyle param- Johnson said . "He is always doing things for people: he's 
eters. S imply defined, vegans live without the use of got great character." 
animal byproducts - those that can stretch far beyond Over the past 50 years, cooking times have de-
food. Fro m meat to gelatin to leather and talc. vegans creased dramatically due 10 the increase of processed and 
must seek products that were not derived from living pre-made foods. Such changes lead Harter to believe that 
beings. humans-especially Americans-regard food as no lon-

"Being vegan is simply being conscious of the prod- ger a nutrient, bu! a culture. 
ucts you use;' Harter said. 'The only reason companies Almost all the ingredients or raw foods that ·Har-
tel! the consumer what's vegan is because of allergies,...,_ 1er purchases are from the Community Food Co-op, lo-
not 10 assist a consumer choice."~ cated downto wn. The es1ablishmen1 offers clean jars to 

Potemial allergens in a food must be listed for legal fill with bulk foods. which is a majority of what Harter 
reasons. buys. 

Over the course of the experiment, Harter has "Anything you want to eat, you can make from bulk 
brought his cooking back to the bare essentials- from foods:• Harter said. " I ' ve eaten less overall since I be-
scratch ingredients that he purchases. gan this month, but I've made a conscious effort to not 

" Peppers, tomatoes, onions and potatoes go in pretty change my diet." 
much everything I eat,'' Harter said. •'There's tons of.stir- The benefi ts of eating unpackaged foods make a dif-
fry with tofu , and a lot of Mexican." ference on a number of ecological levels. Most plastics 

Haner said he knew he might not continue his ex• are made from petroleum. which is a finite resource, and 

fossil fuel. 
" For one, I'm making a positive environmental im­

pact, and it's easy on my conscience," Harter said . " I 
spend more money on food, but that's because I'm buy­
ing a higher quality: I'm paying for more than just the 
market value." 

Harter said he is aware that many people do not 
share the same motivation for eating consciously as he 
do<,. 

" I recommend this to others. but it's not something 
you should jump into," Haner said . "Do some resean::h. 
Then start with a simple step one, like bringing your 
own bags to the grocery store." 

Wes1em senior Matt Camardo . 25. is a friend of 
Harter's who lived with him for some time. 

" Benjamin is: open to what he feels strongly about, 
but he doesn't push it on people to do the same," Ca• 
mardo said. "He !Cts people do wha~ they feel is right." 

Western senior CalJa Ward, 2 1, Haner 's girlfriend , 
sees the way Harter positively alters the way other peo­
ple regard their food . 

" Ben changes the way people think about what 
they're doing by inspiring in a kind way," Ward said . 
"People see him bring his own Tupperware to sc~ 
and it stirs them to change for themselves and for tile 
community.'' 

Whether Harter will ultimately adopt the unpack­
aged lifestyle for good or simply use this month's ad­
venture as an experimeni. he said he is sa1isfied by the 
choice he is making. 

" Mentally, I feel much better {than beforeJ. l know 
everything about what rm consuming," Harter said . 
''My actions are resuiling in a positive environmental 
impact , I'm eating less and i1's lighter on my conscience 
overall." 

COMING SOON TO ARTS AND LIFE 
Check out the Oct. 27 issue for 

Bellingham's Halloween Happenings westernfrontonline.net I Friday • October 23, 2009 I 7 
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shu ttJe driver Larry Gnass 
Keegan Prosser 

THE WESTERN FRONT 

Larry Gnass has been driving the WWU Late 

Night Shuttle since it was brought in to service 

Fall 2007. Over the past two years, he hns seen 

his fair share of entenainment. The Western 

Front recently got the chance to speak with 

Gnass and learn what happens on the slreets of 

Bellingham after dark. 

WF: What is your favorite thing about d riving 
d uring the night shift? • 
LG: I like the independence. I don't like being 
cooped up in an office-I like being out. There 
is a certain kind of freedom that com~s with this 
job. 

WF: How do you stay awake d uring you r shift? 

pholoby Lindsey Olla THE WESTERN FRONT 

LG: l drink coffee. but I don't usually have a problem staying awake. On the weekends it is prcuy 
busy so there is always someone to talk to. But getting used to the hours makes it easier. I try to 
gel to sleep by 4 a.m. and wake up at noon. I also bring a book 10 read when I have a few minutes 
of down time. 

WF: Where are students usually beaded? 
LG: A lot of kids get on and just ask to be dropped off at 1000 Indian St . It seems to be a constant 
pany house. I didn't know where it was when I first sianed driving, but I do now. I am sure there 
are lol.$..Of stories Cronl that plac_e. 

WF: Wh1d types of people d o you generally encounter? 
LG: The late shutt.le is exclusively for students . The university doesn·1 like us picking up non­
Students, but studcnis can usually bring on one guest. During the week it is generally students 
studying late, but on the weekends there are quite a few intoxicated people. 

WF: What is your busiest rdght? 
LG: Friday. The weekends mostly, but cspcciaUy Fridays. 

WF: Are t.ff any spedfic stops that Uve IDOft people? 
LG: II varies upon each day of the week, but on the weekends a lot of students are downtown. 

WF: Have you worbd llalloWffll before? 
LG: Yes. Halloween weekend is the busiest weekend of the year. 

WF: Are there any hderesdDa COllbDDel lbat you remember from years pat? 
LG: None of lhe costumes that I have seen have been very creative. Everyone kind of dresses 
down. Or in a way lba.1 wouldn't be appropriate for print. 

WF: Row• HaDowem weekend dill'ereat ror you? 
LG: I have 10 get my game face on. I can't be as n:lued as I normally am because things can get 
crazy. On the weekends kids try to bring alcohol on the bus and use profanity and are jumping 
around. It can get disorderly, so I have to control that . 

WF: Do you bave u y ranay or memonble sCorln about riden tlult you would 11b to share? 
LG: The first year thal the shuttle started running there were a lot of kids who boarded the bus 
with open containers. But I don'I sec that as much anymore. Word must have spread about tha1 
not being OK. 

WF: Do you see any famillar races? 
LG: I have had a couple of people Lwho ride rcgularlyJ ask me to their 21st birthday panies. I was 
8attered, but that's just not for me. There was aJso a young man two years ago-he was a fresh­
man, so be probably still goes here-who always rode the shuttle on Friday nights. One time I 
found him passed out at a bus stop, and with the help of another guy. I canied him on the bus. I 
had to call an ambulance to meel us at the Ridge where he lived. 

WF: Are there any other stories you can share? 
LG: Last month or so. a gal got on the bus and told me this long.animated story about how her car 
gOI'. s tolen in Seattle 1he previous day. And a few weeks later she boarded my bus again and 1old 
the exact same story, like it had just happened. And about a week after that. she rode again and told 
me theexacl same thing. She mus1 think l 'm jus1 a fixture on the bus or something. I'm wailing for 
her 10 board again and tell me [the story] for the fourth time. 

The WWU Lale Night Shuttle runs 11 p.m. to 3 a .m. Monday through Saturday a nd 9 
p.m. to 3 a.m. Sunday. 
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Oraanization lends helpina paw'
Whatcom Voice Of the Animals offers cats second chance at finding home

David Gonzales
THE WESTERN FRONT

Surrounded by cats in the cozy back* 
room of Hohl Feed and Seed on Railroad 
Avenue, Laina Jansma, founder of What- 
com Voice Of the Animals, works tirelessly 
to find loving homes for orphaned felines.

Whether someone is looking to buy a 
cuddly new kitten or get rid of a pesky old 
alley cat, Jansma is ready to help.

Since opejiing the shop in April 2008, 
Whatcom Voice Of the Animals has found 
homes for nearly 300 cats . Operating out of 
an approximately 8-by-12 foot room lined 
with cat cages, the organization provides 
affordable ways to satisfy cats’ needs.

Adoption costs $95 for males and 
$100 for females. This expense covers 
spay or neutering procedures, vaccina­
tions, leukemia testing and d^-worming 
and ear mite treatment if necessary.

Until last spring Jansma operated her 
non-profit just outside Hohl, bringing her 
cat cages to the sidewalk six days a week. 
In April, Hohl management decided to 
stop selling fish and cleared out their fish 
room in the back of the store.

“When this room became vacant, the 
wheels started spinning in

Whatcom Voice 
Of the Animals 

is open from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m., Monday ^ 

L through Saturday,

my head and I made them an offer,” Jansma 
said.

Jansma currently owns 11 adult cats 
and four kittens. She said between her house 
and work, she goes through approximately 
75 pounds of kitten food each month.

_ Jansma said she is happy to provide a 
venue for cat owners to bring unwanted lit­
ters of kittens, and for prospective pet own­
ers to adopt the perfect feline, provided they 
pass the pre-adoption application process.

To pass the application process, 
adopters must provide information about 
where the cat will sleep, where the cat will 
spend most of its time and what hours the 
adopters are home, as well as a landlord’s 
phone number for confirmation of the 
lease agreement.

Two ways that guarantee apphcation 
rejection are revealing plans to declaw an ad­
opted cat or fisting that the cat will five outside. 
Jansma said it is not safe for cats to be outside, 
especially if they have been declawed, because 
of all the raccoons in Whatcom County.

“If you say you are going to declaw 
this kitty, then forget it,” Jansma said.

One such application reject was a lady 
who had lost 50 cats in five years to rac­
coons because she let them wander around 
outside defenselessly, Jansma said.

Another adoption reject was a mother 
with “a bunch of bratty kids,” who came 
into the organization and began playing tug- 
of-war with one of the kittens, she said.

Jansma said the organization looks 
for responsible pet owners, which 
means she is sometimes forced to 
turn down college students who, 
due to fast-paced and regularly 
changing lifestyles, are not stable 
enough for pet ownership, she said.

Western seniors Sara Florence and 
Matt Preucil picked up an application 

Tuesday after spending nearly 30 minutes 
in the back room of Hohl with Jansma and
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$3 Beer Specials 
$5 Appetizers

4-6 p.m. Daily 
iO‘iip.m. Monday-Thiirs

NIMBUS HAPPY HOUR
$5 Cocktai 
$5 Wine

119 N. Commerical Street, 14th Floor 
www.nimbusrestaurant.com 360.676.1307

.....

Keep up with campus and community hoppenings with
The Western Front or online at westernfrontonIine.neti^^w-xwx-x-XxXvX-XxXxcXfvXyivtv:-;::/:;;;;;'. ;:-:;X-;v.v:;: XxX x xivix^x-ivxyivi-cxix-. xyxxxi.xxyci-r-x-x Xviyc;vX': :-;x;;-x-;-x-:-c;'X-XyXvX:Xv:x-;’Xy>x-:'X':vXyXvX;>:-:yX'X'X X:Xv:vXy:vXvX-x-:yX-XyX'X'X:X-x-cX-x-XvXv>Xv;:X::xvX-xxx\\yX';  />xx

photo by David Gonzales THE WESTERN FRONT

Laina Jansma explains adoption procedures to prospective cat owners at Whatcom Voice 
Of the Animals on Railroad Avenue.

a playful black cat.
Florence and Preucil met in Enghsh 101 

their freshman year. They have been dating 
for more than two years and said they are ex­
cited about adopting their first pet together.

Florence said choosing this cat was 
simple.

“He was the one that came up to us 
and started playing with us,” she said.

The organization does not charge for 
cat donations, and when it takes on a lit­
ter of kittens, the organization pays to get 
the mother spayed, though donations are 
gladly accepted.

One of the organization's biggest cat 
suppliers is Dianna McCandless, who 
along with her sons, catches feral cats in 
Femdale and brings them to Jansma.

“I’m glad we get to save kitties,” said 
her 13-year-old son Tony. “They’re furry and 
comfortable to sleep with.”

The family has brought approxi­

mately 40 cats to Whatcom Voice Of the 
Animals in the last two years, McCand­
less said. While they have just one cat of 
their own, a calico named Rusty, they said 
they currently feed 20 of their neighbors’ 
neglected and feral cats and attempt to 
rescue as many of them as possible.

“She has me catch them and set up the cag­
es,” McCandless’ 14-year-old son Jesse said.

The McCandless family brought three 
kittens to Whatcom Voice Of the Animals 
Friday, and said they plan to continue their 
rescue efforts indefinitely.

The organization spays and neuters its 
cats through the Whatcom Education Spay 
& Neuter Impact Program’s Spay Station, 
a mobile animal clinic that charges $35 to 
spay females and $30 to neuter males.

The Spay Station has been cruising 
through north Whatcom County since the 
beginning of October and will make a stop 
in Bellingham Oct. 29.
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Tuesday, Nov 3rd
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VOTES!
Drop off^our ballots in VU 714 

on election day! (7AM-8PM)
statewide Elections:

Initiate 1033 - Limiting Growth of Government Expenditures 
• Referendum 71 - The Domestic Partnership Bill 

go to vote.wa.gov for more information

for disAbility accommodations call (360)650-3736

http://www.nimbusrestaurant.com
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v iking Vo ices.V Opinions from around campus

Do you have any fears 
about finding a job 
after graduation?

compiled by Ben Woodard
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Daniel Langager
Sophomore

'7 don't really know what my major is yet, 
so I don't really know what my field 

. 1 is going to be

rr-

Gabrielle Fraley
Senior

"Of course I'm a little scared about get­
ting a job because there's always some­
one out there more qualified than you. 

But I think my major really 
prepared me for it."

Sam Mandler
Sophomore

"I'm definitely concerned that there is just 
not going to be jobs out there, and that 
I'm gonna wind up working the nine-to- 

five grind instead of what I want."
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Jack Fellman
Sophomore

X

"I'm not that worried because of 
two words: grad school"
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Belated progress made on stem cells
t

Obama's lift on research ban still too late to help Bellingham resident .

FrontI i ne
Opinions of the Editorial Board

George W. Bush may no longer be 
president, but his policies blocking stem 
cell research in the U.S. still loom over the 
head of Bellingham resident and Whatcona 
Community College student Erik Gelhar.

Gelhar has been diagnosed with heart 
failure and will be seeking treatment in 
Germany that involves using stem cells 
from his body tcrtry and stabilize his heart.

The procedure is currently unavail­
able in the U.S. Perhaps that is because 
former President Bush severely limited 
stem cell research during his term—per­
haps not. However, Bush’s policies have 
slowed down the development of this ini- 
portant medical field in the U.S. If Ameri­
can citizens must travel overseas in order 
to get medical procedures that could and 
should be available in this country, there 
is a problem.

Much of the controversy about stem 
cells rises from the fact that the most 
versatile stem cells, the ones that can be 
coaxed into forming any manner of body 
tissue, come from human embryos. Ex­
tracting stem cells from embryos does

cause their destruction—an upsetting fact 
for many people. But they should stop to 
consider that many thousands more em­
bryos are discarded or kept in cold storage 
by fertility clinics, according to the Time 
Magazine article “The false controversy 
of stem cells.”

It is not criminal to use embryonic 
stem cells for medical procedures that 
can save lives. It is criminal to allow such 
cells to go to waste.

Fortunately for Gelhar and other 
U.S. citizens. President Obama has more 
foresight then his predecessor, at least 
on this issue. On March 9, 2009 he lifted 
the restriction on federal funding of stem 
cell research. According to the Reuters 
article “Obama lifts Bush restrictions on 
stem cell research,” the National Institutes 
of Health was given time to review the 
guidelines concerning the research and 
recommend new approaches.

The U.S. needs a new direction with 
stem cells. If citizens must travel to Eu­
rope for treatments involving these versa­
tile little cells, what does that say about 
this country’s competitive edge in science 
and medical technology? In the midst of 
an economic recession, America must

fine-tune its expertise in fields that estab­
lish it as a global leader.

Stem cells are going to be an im­
portant part of the effort to remain com­
petitive and advance research that has the 
potential to be enormously beneficial. It’s 
good news that their neglect by the federal 
government is at an end.

Gelhar is not without support how­
ever. A benefit concert will be held in 
his honor at 8 p.m. Friday Oct. 23, at the 
Nightlight Lounge. Five dollars is the sug­
gested donation, and bands such as Black 
Breath and Heiress will.play. The concert 
benefits will go toward Gelhar’s medical 
bills in Germany.

Student and community members 
who think a community should recieve the 
help he needs should attend the concert 
Friday and give their support. Those who 
want to see stem cell research progress in 
the United States should let their represen­
tatives know by calling or mailing in their 
opinions.

The Editorial Board is comprised of 
Editor-in-Chief Rebecca Rice, Managing 
Editor Audrey Dubois-Boutet and Opin­
ion Editor Tristan Hiegler.

Fake scares cheapen Halloween
Scott Burger

Guest Science 
Columnist

The autumn 
month of midterms 

and free candy 
comes but once a 

year, but at a price.
Don’t get me wrong, 

October’s changing foliage—and holiday 
that makes it socially acceptable to dress 
up as Santa Claus during working hours— 
make it one of my favorite months. How­
ever, the changing of the seasons heralds 
new highs of needless fear.

At any other time of year when an 
elevator takes you to a wrong floor, it’s 
blamed on faulty wiring. But during this 
certain time of a certain month people 
immediately switch into paranormal 
mode. Halloween brings with it the whole 
spooky factor of zombies, ghosts and 
other supernatural stuff. Generally, these 
concepts leak into the popular culture via 
the mass media. It’s not necessarily a bad 
thing, but the issue I have is you can rep­
resent these pop-culture figures in a good 
way and a bad way.

The wpj^t way for media to display 
the paranormal is to, first off, assume it’s 
true. Secondly, if you run programming 
around the most haunted day of the year 
that doesn’t necessarily say the paranor­
mal phenomena are true, but doesn’t dis­
count them either, it doesn’t do a whole 
lot of good for people understanding the 
universe around them.

My main target is ghost hunters . They 
often use techno-babble related to things 
called electromagnetic (EM) waves. For 
those non physics majors in the audience, 
that’s light. Whether it’s low powered

enough to listen to on a radio, or high 
power enough to take pictures of your 
teeth, it's everywhere. Many shows on the 
television station famous for its lack of 
fact-checking, the History Channel, offer 
this kind of lingo. I don’t expect everyone 
to know how EM waves propagate down 
a coaxial wire, but whenever people use 
‘electromagnetic’ this or that on shows 
such as “Ghost Hunters” on the' SyFy 
Channel, a majority of the time it is not 
in proper scientific context and misleads 
people into believing things that scare 
them.

That’s the business model of the His­
tory Channel around this time of year: 
whatever scares, sells. That’s why their 
programming schedule during the weeks 
surrounding Halloween generates a nice

spike in paranormal-related shows. Never 
mind the fact that for months afterwards 
people could still be scared to go into the 
Wilson Library out of fear that it’s haunt­
ed, the History Channel is more focused 
on a “truth is out there” mindset, but it’s a 
truth they can’t confirm.

The good way to represent paranor­
mal phenomena would be to investigate 
the history of hqw people took the Salem 
witch trials so seriously or how people 
take things such as Bigfoot of ghosts as 
seriously today. The pseudoscience is out 
there, but the truth depends on what show 
you’re watching.

Scott Burger is a Western senior ma­
joring in physics.
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Flag football kicks off fall season
Intramural competition offers outlet for ex­
footballers to fill the void of last year's loss

For a profile of last year's 
flag football champions, the

Dream Team, visit
www.westernfrontonline.net

Willy Delius
THE WESTERN FRONT

This time last year, Saturday was 
game day, and it began by strapping on a 
helmet, putting on shoulder pads and fly­
ing around the field with limitless vigor.

Now it begins on a Tuesday night 
with athletic shorts and flags.

The absence of a football team at 
Western has led former players to join in­
tramural flag football.

“There are only a handful of football 
players left here, but most of them are out 
playing flag football,” said Western junior 
and former linebacker David Johnson.

Johnson, along with former team­
mate and junior David Sinex, plays and 
referees intramural flag football games. 
They agree it is a far cry from the com­
petitive football they grew accustomed to 
in Division-II league play, but the inspira­
tion is entirely different.

“I don’t play to fill the void left by 
Western football,” said Sinex, a former 
Western offensive lineman. “I do it with 
a group of buddies and have a good time.”

Johnson said his motivation stems«

more closely from the loss of the football 
program.

“It’s really the only option football 
players left at Western have to play,”
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Offering
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WWW.DISGOVERYCOUNSEL.COM 
Deadline is Nov, 27

O CORNWALL
CHURCH jy

I
. SATURDAY 4PM & 6PM 

• SUNDAY SAM & 11 AM
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650-3160

Johnson said. “So we are going to be in all 
the intramurals now.”

The intramural flag football league 
has 11 divisions with a total of 14 coed 
teams and 45 men’s teams.

The intramural program has a total of 
approximately 250 teams with 2,000 par­
ticipants, intramural coordinator Kendra 
Jackson said. *

She said student participation is 
strong at Western because of the athletic 
nature of the campus, where people enjoy 
sports and the outdoors.

“There are a lot of great athletes play­
ing,” Sinex said. “A lot of former high 
school players come out, and the addi­
tion of the Western players makes it even 
stronger.”

The opposition is happy to have the 
former players in the league.

“It is not a problem, it makes better 
competition,” said Western senior and flag 
football participant Danny Sievers.

For most of the displaced Western 
football players, this is their first year 
without competitive football, and it is not 
easily replaced.

“It’s a bummer we lost the team, but 
there is nothing we can do about it now,” 
Johnson said.

However, there is a silver lining to 
the loss of the football team.

“My grades are a lot better,” Johnson 
said with a smile.

In addition to flag football, the in­
tramural program is offering volleyball, 
dodgeball, basketball and soccer in coed 
and men's and women's leagues this fall.

“Everyone should play [intramurals]”

Decorative Glass Art

114 East Magnolia Street 
________

MU MkAilMi w mkmi
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WWW.FAIRHAVENSMOKES.COM

647-2379

. ''V pi.

photo by Willy Delius THE WESTERN FRONT

Former Western linebacker David Johnson runs past a lineman Wednesday night.

Sievers said. “They’re a lot of fun.”
Jackson said she'and her colleagues 

try to get information out about the leagues 
to keep the competition strong. Tactics to 
interact with students include the social 
media platforms such as the program’s 
Facebook page and Twitter feed.

Twitter and Facebook help admin­
istrate the leagues by getting informa­
tion concerning cancellations, schedule 
changes and other necessary updates out 
where the information is easily accessible, 
Jackson said.

Students from Whatcom Community 
College, Bellingham Technical College 
and Northwest Indian College can also 
participate in any intramural sport West­
ern offers.

“I think it’s a nice connection we 
have with our community colleges in the

Intramural games are held on 
the Wade King Student 

Recreation Center turf field 
every wee knight until Nov. 6

area,” Jackson said.
The award for winning an intramu­

ral championship is admittedly nonde­
script—a T-shirt that proclaims success. 
But what it lacks in luster, it makes up for 
in charisma.

“People know what they are and they 
know how you got it, so it is a sense of 
pride in your team,” Jackson said. “And 
you get to show that off.”

For more information, contact intra­
mural coordinator Kendra Jackson or log 
on to the intramural Web site: http://www. 
wwu .edu/campusrec/intramurals .shtml.
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Freshman outside hitter Marlayna "Thunder" 
Geary has dominated the volleyball court

photo by Rhys Logan THE WESTERN FRONT

ABOVE and RIGHT: Geary jumps for two 
of her 19 kills against Central Washington 
University Oct. 3.

Elizabeth Hansen
THE WESTERN FRONT ‘

- Watch out Western, there is a storm 
brewing on the volleyball court.

Western freshman outside hitter Mar­
layna Geary has been striking thunderous 
kills all season for the Vikings, racking up 
296 kills in only 21 games.

She has been nicknamed “Thunder” 
because of her powerful hits.

“When I played for a club team 
in Kent one of the girls’ dad would yell 
‘thunder’ every time I hit the ball,” Geary 
said. “It would pump me up so much.” 

Prior to coming to Western, Geary 
helped Bellarmine Preparatory School

reach the state playoffs for the fifth 
straight year and was named co-most 
valuable player of the Narrows League 
her senior year.

Besides playing volleyball for her 
high school, jGeary played on a club 
squad, which placed fifth nationally at the 
Junior Olympics in Dallas, Texas, during 
summer 2008.

Western head coach Diane Flick said 
she recruited Geary because she believed 
Geary had a competitive spirit that match­
es the tradition of Vikings volleyball.

“She’s a competitor,” Flick said. 
“That drives her to succeed in the things 
she doe's both on and off the court .”

When making her college decision, 
Geary said she had options in other states 
but chose Western for its intimate campus 
life and its proximity to her hometown of 
Tacoma.

“I’m really close with my family and 
I loved the fact that Bellingham is only 
about two hours away,” Geary said. “It 
makes it easy for them to come see my 
matches, both home and away.”

Geary made an impressive Viking 
debut at the Southern California Volley­
ball Classic Aug. 28, where she tied for a 
match-high 18 kills, along with eight digs.

“I wanted to come in and be a spark 
plug for this team,” Geary said. “Every­
one brings their own thing to the team and 
I wanted to push the team as much as pos­
sible to be able to get better every year.”

Though she makes it look as tough

photo courtesy of Marcelo Vidal

f

as steel on the court, Geary said she has 
succumbed to nerves before stepping onto 
the court.

“I get really nervous before a match,” 
Geary said. “When we are sitting in the 
team room I just sit there, tell myself to 
breathe, think about all the things I need to 
do during the game and think about how 

• I can make everybody around me better.”
So far this season, Geary has hit 

double digits in kills in 17 matches, with 
a career-high 29 kills against Northwest 
Nazarene University on Oct. 8.

Western sophomore middle blocker 
Emily Jepsen said she knows she can al­
ways count on Geary in challenging situa­
tions to come out swinging and fight until 
the finish.

“She brings a lot of power in her hits 
and is not going to let up just because we 
are near the end,” Jepsen said. “She keeps 
going hard the whole time and has a lot of 
fun with everything she does.”

Flick said Geary is stepping into a 
leadership role for the team by becoming 
a dominant physical force for the Vikings.

“[Geary] has a gun for an arm,” Flick 
said. “She has developed into one of our 
go-to people to rely on in key situations.”

Geary said she does not consider her­
self to be a leader verbally, but instead a 
leader through her actions on the court.

However, she said she can get a little 
wild on the court.

“I can get really pumped up in cer­
tain plays,” Geary said. “I’ve been known

^4
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Next Home Match:
7 p.m. Saturday, Oct 24 

Carver Gym
vs. Seattle Pacific University

to jump really high in the air and scream 
after a block. Also, I hug people after a 
good hit.”

Geary said of all her experiences on 
different teams over the years, this team 
has allowed her to grow the most in a 
short amount of time.

With all her accomplishments so far 
this season, Geary said she is not even 
close to the player she wants to be.

“I still have so much to learn as a 
player,” Geary said. “I think that’s what 
makes a good player, that you are always 
open to growth.”
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FOR RENT

SPACIOUS TWO Bedroom Units! 
Cambridge Square Apartments. 3, 6, 
9, & month to month leases! W/S/G 
paid! Ready to move in! Rent starts 
at $700/mo. Onsite laundry & swim­
ming pool! For a O^iewing please 
contact Larry at (360) 223-7506.

BRAND NEW bayview, 3bd apt. 
$1280/mo. W/D/DW. W/S paid. 2 
blocks to WWU! Call 671-9837.

BRAND NEW 2bd bayview apt. 
$850/mo. W/D/DW. W/S/ paid, 2 
blocks to WWU! Call 671-9837.

FURNIsrifeDAJNFURN BDRM,

Shared Bthrm, Lrg Kitch. & Fam. 
Rm. Christian home..Internet 
Coming! $400/mo. W/S/G paid. Call 
Jim (360) 941-0582.

WANTED

PAY FOR school, pay for play. 
Ladies ages 20-26 earn between

$4,500 and $37,000 through the gift 
of egg donation. Short-term and flex­
ible commitment. Visit 
www.eggdonorseiect.com.

ADOPTION-A BABY Wish, I’m a 
successful & compassionate profes­
sional woman, wishing to adopt. I 
will give your child unconditional 
love, a safe and nurturing home, and 
opportunity for education. If you are 
pregnant and considering adoption 
please call Linda @ (206)226-8479 
or learn more @ www.ljadopt.com. 
Adoption attorney; David Andersen 
(206) 547-1400.

HELP WANTED

IBARTENDERS WANTED! $300/ 
day potential. No exp. needed. 
Training provided 1-800-965-6520. 
ext. 237.

http://www.fairhavenbike.com
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Water ski team makes waves
- First day at Nationals

Jump competition stats: Women: 1st, Men: 4th
Western took 1st overall in Division-II Jump

»'r ' ■ * ■■
Andrew Lang ited practice time and the constant threat

THE WESTERN FRONT of low membership.
* These are just a few obstacles the Vi- 

The last time Western’s water ski king water ski team has encountered dur- 
team went to nationals, the athletes on the ing their 17-year absence from nationals. 
2009 team were still wearing diapers. It Western senior water skier Mike
has been 17 years since the club has made Eisele has been a part of the team since his
the trip to California to compete at the na- freshman year and said he does not mind
tional level.. playing the underdog role at all.

The Vikings earned a bid to the Na- “It’s kinda nice being the underdog,”
tional Championship tournament Oct. Eisele said. “We upset a team and prevent- 
22-24 at Iron wood Lake in Bakersfield, ed them from going to nationals. People- 
Calif., after skiing to a fifth-place finish never really gave us respect, but after re-
at regionals Oct. 10-11. Western did just gionals Wdhave earned it tenfold.”
enough to claim their spot at nationals, be- Eisele said he has seen the team grow
cause only the top five teams at regionals immensely during the four years he has
qualify for the national tournament. been water skiing with the Vikings. Until

Western senior team captain Kelly his junior year, the water ski team did not
Thees said there are many reasons West- even have a place to practice their jumps,
em’s trip to nationals is impressive. West- which is a crucial part of competition,
em is the only sanctioned school in the “My freshman and sophomore year,
state of Washington that competes in the we didn’t even have a lake to practice at,” 
Western Region Conference. Eisele said. “We had to call the owners of

The only opposition. the water ski private Borderline Lake if we wanted to
team faces are teams south of the Wash- practice our jumps.”
ington border. Western has since been able to reach

While California schools often enjoy an agreement with the owners of Bor-
80-degree lake water, plenty of practice derline Lake. This agreement allows the
time and a plethora of recruits. Western Vikings to practice every Monday. The 
endures freezing lake temperatures, lim- new practice time may be attributed to the

photo courtesy of Kaylin Bettinger
Last year's water ski team poses for a group picture Oct. 10, 2008, at Shortline Lake in Oak 
Grove, Calif.
success the team has enjoyed this season, talent here but most of the good skiers in 
Eisele said. Washington end up at California schools.”

Western’s 2009 water ski team is hav- While expectations for the teams
ing a season to remember, Thees said. The competing at nationals will undoubtedly
Vikings are not necessarily following a be high, Thees said she thinks the fact
Hollywood movie script, but one might Western was not expected to make the
not be able to tell Thees that. tournament will ultimately help the team.

“Everyone was cheering for us at re- She said you do not want to think of the
gionals,” Thees said. “No one expected us other competing teams, but instead think
to do as good as we did; it was like what of your own personal best score and try
happens in the movies.” to beat it.

Lack of recruits is one issue Western Western sophomore Carl Skerlong
faces each year. Thees said in the past the said he cannot wait to see what he can
water ski team has only had four team do at nationals. His favorite event is the
members, six members shy of what it long-distance jump, and he said he loves
takes to field a competitive team. to compete.

“Not very many people want to wa- “The whole tournament atmosphere
ter ski in rainy cold weather,” Thees said. is awesome,” Skerlong said. “It’s one of
“We don’t quite get the pool of talent that my favorite parts of college; there’s noth-
the California schools get. We do have ing like it."
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