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Victims: Mishandling of sexual 
assault cases prevalent at Western
Alex Halverson

The WesTern FronT

Since 2012, Western 
received at least four 
complaints about sexu-
al misconduct investi-
gations that victims said 
lacked sensitivity and 

transparency. Victims 
also said mild punish-
ments are given to the 
accused, according to 
public records obtained 
by The Western Front.

Sexual assault in-
vestigations are now 
handled by the Equal 

Opportunity Office 
rather than the Office of 
Student life, University 
Director of Communi-
cations Paul Cocke said.

“The university de-
termined it would be 
most useful for stu-
dents if there was one 

single office that in-
vestigated these types 
of complaints,” Cocke 
said when asked why 
the EOO handles sexual 
misconduct investiga-
tions. 

see ASSAULT, page 3

Lost, stolen keys 
prompted multiple 

rekeyings  

Ben Olson
The WesTern FronT

An undefeated record, 
Great Northwest Ath-
letic Conference regular 
season and tournament 
champions, No. 1 ranked 
team in the country, 
West Region champions 
and one win away from 
the NCAA Division II 
National Championship 
game. Saying that the 
2016 Western women’s 
soccer team is having a 
good season would be an 
understatement.

Orchestrating this 
success from the side-
lines is head coach Tra-

vis Connell.
In his 14th season 

as head coach for the 
women’s team, Connell 
has an overall record of 
200-64-26, earning his 
200th win in Western’s 
5-1 victory over the Col-
orado School of Mines 
in the NCAA Division II 
Tournament quarterfi-
nal on Sunday, Nov. 20, 
in Golden, Colorado.   

Western has reached 
the Final Four of the 
NCAA Division II Tour-
nament for the third 
time in the last four 
seasons, and is one win 
away from reaching the 
NCAA Division II Na-

tional Championships 
for the first time in pro-
gram history.

Sierra Shugarts, a 
junior center back and 

GNAC player of the year, 
said Connell’s success 
is evidence of his great 
coaching ability.

“[Travis] means ev-
erything [to the pro-
gram],” Shugarts said. 
“His 200 wins are very 
well deserved.”

Connell was selected 
as the GNAC Women’s 
Soccer Coach of the Year 
for the fourth straight 
season and the sixth 
time in his career.

“He is very humble 
about his success,” 
Shugarts said. “He 
doesn’t look for any of 
the awards.”

Before coaching, Con-
nell won the NCAA Divi-
sion II National Cham-
pionship in 1993 as a 
member of the Seattle 
Pacific University 

Women's soccer head coach Travis Connell // Photo courtesy of 
Western Athletics

Alex Halverson
The WesTern FronT

Western was forced 
to rekey buildings af-
ter multiple sets of 
keys were lost in early 
2016, according to a 
public record request 
filed by The Western 
Front.

In February 2016, 
22 university keys 
to various buildings 
were lost, prompting 
an expedited rekeying 
process of buildings 
across campus mid-
quarter, University Di-
rector of Communica-
tions Paul Cocke said 
in an email. 

In an unrelated 
incident during the 
rekeying process, ap-
proximately 121 keys 
to Birnam Wood 
stacks two through 
five and a tub of keys 
for guest housing in 
stack one were stolen 
from a cabinet on July 
26, 2016, according to 
a report from the Uni-
versity Police Depart-
ment. of that, Birnam 
Wood was rekeyed a 
second time as a securi-
ty measure,” Cocke said.

Western’s 2017-
2018 budget request 
allocates $7.2 mil-
lion for access control 
security upgrades, 
which include rekey-
ing projects. The cost 
to replace the keys 
in Birnam Wood was 
estimated at an addi-
tional $5,050 from the 
original allocated bud-
get for the rekeying, 
according to the Uni-
versity Police report.

An unnamed janitor 
notified University Po-
lice of a cabinet in the 
Birnam Wood Com-
munity Building, that 
was usually locked, 
was open on the morn-
ing of July 26. The keys 
were kept in a plastic 
tub which was miss-
ing, according to the 
police report. There 
were no signs of forced 
entry to the cabinet.

On Aug. 25, the 
plastic tub containing 
keys for Birnam Wood 
stack one was found in 
the 1400 block of Ne-
vada Street. The only 
person of interest was 
a woman spotted sleep

see KEYS, page 5

200 wins for coach Connell

Western women's soccer team huddles be-
fore a match // Photo by Caleb Albright

see COACHES, page 15
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Senior Tai Pham completes a one-hand freeze in the Wade King Student Recreation Center  on Sunday, 
Nov. 27. A member of the Western Washington University Hip-Hip Association, Pham regularly 
practices his breakdance moves in the Rec Center. // Photo by Morgan Stilp-Allen

daNce uNTil your feeT fall off

Cops Box

Nov. 27, 8 p.m.
A person was reported 

walking through the 
neighborhood with no pants 
on near the 2900 block of 
Plymouth Drive.

EVENTS
What: Milk + Honey Crew & Midnight Pasta 
Where: The Wild Buffalo 
When: Doors at 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1. 
Cost: No cover, 21+

The Wild Buffalo is hosting DJ Midnight Pasta 
for 100 night on Thursday. No cover and drink 
specials all night, with a mix of DJs playing 
bass-heavy music from the familiar to the eclec-
tic. 

What: Bellingham Tree Lighting Ceremony  
Where: Depot Market Square 
When: 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3.
Cost: Free

The tree lighting ceremony downtown will 
feature Santa, hot cocoa and cookies provided 
by Woods Coffee. Featuring live music by Wild 
Hare Music School and a Nutcracker perfor-
mance by Harper & I Dance. The event starts at 
5:30 p.m. and the tree will be lit at 6 p.m. 

What: Moonlight
Where: Pickford Film Center 
When: Four showtimes on Saturday, Dec. 3. 
Cost: $8.50 for students
Following the plight of a gay black man from 
childhood to adulthood, this is a tender story of a 
young man’s struggle to find himself, experiencing 
the pain of poverty and abuse, love and sexual-
ity. Already generating Oscar buzz, “Moonlight” is 
playing at The Pickford this weekend, tickets are 
regularly $10.50 and $8.50 with student ID.
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Nov. 22, 5 p.m.
A person was reported 

stuffing two thermal bags full 
of merchandise and fleeing 
the store in the 300 block of 
Telegraph Road. 

Nov. 23, 2:16 p.m.
Officers checked on the 

wellbeing of a person in the 
2300 block of View Ridge 
Drive who reported hearing 
voices because of the CIA.

Nov. 22, 8:05 a.m. 
A vehicle was found 

abandoned and blocking 
an entire lane of traffic in 
the 3500 block of Connelly 
Avenue. It was ticketed and 
impounded.

Nov. 26, 9:47 p.m.
A person reported being 

sprayed in the face with 
pepper spray by an unknown 
male in the 3700 block of 
Byron Avenue. 

Nov. 21 2:30 p.m.
A person reported their 

former employee, who 
previously made threats, 
tampered with their vehicle 
in the 2700 block of Meridian 
Street

Compiled by Mikayla Nicholson
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Equal Opportunity Office now handles sexual assault 

University determined students benefit when investigation is left to a single office

Complaints for light 
sanctions

Last year, The Bellingham 
Herald published an article 
which highlighted several Ti-
tle IX violation cases against 
Western. One of the cases in-
volved former student, Con-
nor Griesemer, who was ac-
cused of second-degree rape 
stemming from a January 
2015 incident, according to 
a sexual assault complaint in 
The Bellingham Herald. He 
pleaded down to fourth-de-
gree assault with sexual moti-
vation and was found in vio-
lation of Western’s Student 
Code on sexual misconduct. 

Griesemer received a no-
contact order against the 
victim and was barred from 
Western’s campus until Sept. 
6, 2016. He was allowed to 
complete his final exam of 
winter quarter 2015, accord-
ing to a report obtained by 
The Western Front. He also 
spent 30 days in jail, accord-
ing to The Bellingham Herald 
article.

Griesemer declined to 
comment on the story, and 
it has not been confirmed by 
faculty that he is enrolled for 
the upcoming quarter.

Another student in Octo-
ber 2014 was found forcing a 
classmate to perform oral sex 
on him and was barred from 
campus until June 30, 2016, 
in violation of the Student 
Conduct Code. The student 
was given a 25-foot no-con-
tact order against the victim, 
according to a report ob-

tained by The Western Front.
Distance of no-contact or-

ders can change depending 
on whether individuals share 
a class, which happened in a 
case covered by The Belling-

ham Herald.
One complainant was 

concerned with the fact they 
could not receive definite 
reasons for sanctions made 
against their attackers, ac-

cording to public records.

Complaints for lack of 
transparency 

In January 2015, a female 
student reported two sex-
ual assaults occurring over 
the duration of two years at 
Western, according to public 
records.

Assistant Dean of Students 
Michael Sledge of the Office 
of Student Life issued no-
contact orders to both stu-
dents accused in the sexual 
assault complaint. Upon fur-
ther investigation, Sledge and 
the university couldn’t find 
any evidence of misconduct, 
according to summarized 
interviews in the process re-
view report. 

The no-contact orders 
were not dropped, but no fur-
ther sanctions were given to 
the accused students, accord-
ing to a timeline of the case.

In a final report of the 
complaint, the student felt 
she was not given enough 
information as to how any 
final decisions were made in 
the investigation handled by 
Sledge.

A student who filed a Title 
IX violation complaint to-
ward the Office of Student 
Life, the EOO and University 
Police stated she felt Sledge 
discouraged her from filing 
a report with Bellingham Po-
lice Department by telling her 
only the negative outcomes of 
that option, according to the 
student’s statement in the 
report. Students filing a com-
plaint of sexual misconduct 
at Western are able to file a 
report with BPD simultane-

ously, according to several 
sources on the final report.

“[Sledge] told me he could 
‘solve this, faster,’ if I didn’t 
file with the police and if I 
chose to be formal, it could 
‘take years,’ before anything 
was done,” the student said 
in a letter filed with her com-
plaint.

The final report stated 
Sledge said he had no recol-
lection of discussing the op-
tion to file a BPD report with 
the victim, but it is standard 
for him to walk through the 
delays and higher standards 
of proof involved with police 
department investigations.

“While survivors are en-
couraged to report to Bell-
ingham Police Department 

What Happens When 
You Come Forward?

Dec. 2013 Two sexual 
assault reports were made. 
Result: Sledge’s tone was 
described as disrespectful and 
condescending.

Oct. 2014 Sexual assault report 
made. Result: student 
suspended, no-tresspass order 
until June 2016.

June 2014 Student filed Title IX 
complaint against Office of Student 
Life, Equal Opportunity Office and 
University Police after feeling dis-
couraged to file a report due to the 
outcomes of doing so.

Dec. 2015 Student claimed 
Sledge did not properly handle 
the sexual assault claim that 
they made. The same student 
felt they weren’t given enough 
information in regards to 
maintaining their personal 
safety.

Jan. 2015 Second-degree rape case 
was pleaded down to a 
fourth-degree sexual assault with 
sexual motivation. A no-contact, 
no-trespass order was put in place.

Jan. 2015 Student reported two 
sexual assault scenarios that 
had taken place over two years. 
Result: student wasn’t given 
enough information as to how 
the verdict was reached. Two 
no-contact orders issues.

Assistant Dean of Students Michael Sledge 
and the Office of Student Life dealt with sex-
ual assault cases until the Equal Opportunity 

Office took over in Sept. 2016.

Information obtained from public 
record requests sought out by The 
Western Front.

Compiled by Gabby Roppo

continued from page 1

Sexual misconduct 
includes

• Nonconsensual 
sexual contact

• Sexual exploita-
tion

• Sexual assault
• Dating violence
• Domestic vio-

lence
• Stalking

see SEXUAL ASSAULT 
page 6
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Bellingham 
homeless prepare 

for winter
Matt Svilar

The WesTern FronT

Dropping temperatures 
as winter approaches pro-
vide new concerns for Bell-
ingham’s homeless popula-
tion.

 Whatcom County Health 
Department Housing Direc-
tor Barbara Johnson-Vinna 
said the city is constantly 
working to help homeless 
individuals, but there are 
always obstacles.

Recently, Johnson-Vinna 
said efforts have been con-
centrated toward helping 
more homeless people ac-
cess rental units in the city.

Bellingham has very low 
vacancy rates, making rent-
al properties hard to come 
by, and in 2011 the rate sat 
at 1.4 percent for single-
bedroom apartments.

As of January of this 
year, there were at least 719 
homeless individuals living 
in Bellingham. The median 
age of Bellingham’s home-
less population is 34, but 
ages range from young-
er than one-year old to 
77-years old. About a quar-
ter of the homeless popula-
tion, around 163 people, are 
under the age of 18.

The city has been work-
ing to enact a 10-year plan 
to alleviate problems facing 
the homeless community 

since it was passed in 2012, 
with administrators plan-
ning to assess its progress 
next year.

“I can see that progress 
is steady,”  Johnson-Vinna 
said. “People are very deter-
mined to make some kind of 
resolution to this problem.”

A number of different 
organizations and groups 
throughout the city are ded-
icated to homelessness is-
sues, with volunteer events 
aimed at helping the home-
less occurring fairly often.

The Lighthouse Mission 
and Whatcom County’s 
Homeless Outreach Team 
have worked toward help-
ing Bellingham’s homeless 
population through the use 
of walk-in shelters, volun-
teer events during the holi-
days and meal-giving op-
portunities. Through these 
endeavors, these organiza-
tions meet homeless indi-
viduals at their own level 
and humanize them.

“We’re continuously 
looking at new alternatives, 
new methods of what we 
can do to try to have an im-
pact,” Johnson-Vinna said.

The Lighthouse Mission 
will be holding a Christ-
mas meal service event on 
Christmas day and always 
accepts donations of clothes 
and blankets.

Novato supports, creates local art
Alex Van Valkenburgh

The WesTern FronT

Downtown clothing store 
Novato is providing a place for 
local artists to gather together 
with its move to a larger store.

Novato recently moved to 
a new location off West Chest-
nut Street. The new shop has a 
display area to showcase local 
artists.

Kourtnei McQuaig is one of 
Novato’s owners with her hus-
band Logan.

Logan McQuaig is the artist 
for the Novato brand. Logan 
started painting in 2012. Logan 
and Kourtnei were engaged at 
the time and Logan didn’t want 
formal dress shoes for the wed-
ding. He liked the looked of 
hand-painted Vans and, after 
creating his own, became in-
spired.

Logan started a business 
painting custom shoes soon af-
ter. He works mainly in acrylic 
painting and takes his inspira-
tion from movies and televi-
sion. Some of Logan’s work 
include a realistic painting of 
comedian Louis C.K. and a 
painting of comedian Jon Stew-
art as president.

“I think I frame a lot of my 
big 2-D painting in more of a 
cinematic framing,” Logan Mc-
Quaig said. “16.9 is the aspect 
ratio of movies, and I sort of 
naturally see art like that.”

Logan McQuaig was re-
cently featured during the Se-
attle Seahawks’ Monday Night 
Football game against the Buf-
falo Bills. He painted a custom 
pair of shoes and hat for Matt 
Hasselbeck, former Seahawk 
quarterback and current ESPN 
analyst. 

Logan McQuaig takes cus-

tom orders for shoes and hats 
and will not recreate any work 
he’s already done for another 
customer, ensuring everything 
is unique. 

“We are always looking to 
feature local talent. Whether 
they make cards, jewelry or any 
kind of art,” Kourtnei McQuaig 
said. “We want them to know 
this is an open door for them to 

come in and not only enjoy local 
art but we would love to have 
them display what they have as 
well.”  

On the first Friday of every 
month during the Bellingham 
art walk, Novato swaps out dis-
played artwork to showcase a 
different artist.

 “I think we are going to get a 
really big draw in terms of peo-
ple wanting to be shown here,” 
Kourtnei McQuaig said. 

Western graduate student 
Bethany Drake is Novato’s art-
ist of the month for November. 
Drake’s art is created with wa-
tercolors and print ink, as well 
as acrylic paints. Her work in 
Novato’s gallery displays dif-
ferent aspects of local geogra-

phy. Some of Drake’s creations 
have focused on Locust Beach, 
Mount Baker and Mount Hood.

“I have grown up in the Pa-
cific Northwest and definitely 
have been inspired by the land-
scape around me,” Drake said. 
“I think we take for granted the 
place we live, and it’s a gift to 
live in such an incredible place. 
So creating work allows people 

to appreciate and capture that 
is what it comes down to.” 

Novato features around 26 
local artists in its shop. 

“Our goal here is as much 
to support the art community 
here in Bellingham as it is to 
make money,” Logan McQuaig 
said. “We can definitely do 
both. We are at a busy corner 
where everyone can see us and 
know where we are.”  

Novato’s last shop was about 
half the size of its new location. 
It also had shorter ceilings and 
less store front windows.

“Basically as soon as we 
opened, we realized we didn’t 
have enough space for what we 
wanted to do,” Kourtnei Mc-
Quaig said. 

Novato's new shop location is located on West 
Chestnut Street in downtown Bellingham. // 
Photo by Alex Van Valkenburgh // 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 NeWs | 5

ing in the Birnam Wood 
community building the 
night before the keys were 
reported stolen, according 
to the University Police re-
port. No arrests were made 
following the report.

The first 22 keys went 
missing when a member of 
Western’s staff misplaced 
her keyring, according to 
the University Police re-
port filed on Feb. 11, 2016. 
Rekeying exterior doors 

had been part of Western’s 
ten-year plan since 2014, 
but was implemented near-
ly three months ahead of 
schedule after the keyring 
was lost, according to an 
email from Western’s Fa-
cilities Management.

While the keyring was 
never found, Western of-
ficials decided not to publi-
cize information about the 
incident because the keys 
showed no physical indi-
cation they were Western 
property, Cocke said.

“If someone found the 
keys and had bad intentions, 
they would not know what 
the keys went to or were 
for,” Cocke said. “This is es-
pecially important consider-
ing the lost keys could open 
a number of doors to build-
ings on campus.” 

After the July incident, 
keys to the front door of a 
resident director’s apart-
ment went missing in Au-
gust, according to an email 
from a separate resident di-
rector to Facilities Manage-

ment.
At the time the email was 

sent, the resident director 
stated the locks had been 
“compromised” for several 
days, according to the email.

Rachelle Spencer, senior 
and Birnam Wood resident, 
said when the buildings were 
summer, residents were told 
it was a lock system update.

“They just sent an email 
to all of us warning about 
the locks being updated be-
cause of keys going miss-
ing in July,” Spencer said. 

“There were also follow up 
emails with more infor-
mation telling us when we 
could get our new keys if we 
needed them.”

During Birnam Wood’s 
first rekeying, all seven 
buildings had both interior 
and exterior doors rekeyed. 
After the keys were stolen 
in the summer, only some 
interior doors were rekeyed, 
while all exterior doors were, 
according to an email sent to 
Birnam Wood residents.

More than 120 dorm keys stolen in July 
After planned rekey, stolen keys lead to another rekeying of Birnam Wood costing $5,000

continued from page 1

Anjali LeGrand
The WesTern FronT

Having once been an im-
portant piece of equipment 
for the Georgia-Pacific pulp 
and tissue mills, the “acid 
ball” at Bellingham’s wa-
terfront will now be trans-
formed into a piece of art. 

The “acid ball” was a 30-
foot globe used to maintain 
constant pressure as pulp 
cooked in acid at high tem-
peratures and pressures. 
This process was needed 
in order to make paper at 

the mill, according to the 
City of Bellingham’s call for 
proposals. 

The city asked residents 
and community members 
to propose ideas for the 
conversion of the former 
acid ball into a work of art, 
so it could be re-used and 
preserved as a significant 
aspect of the city’s history. 

The funding for the proj-
ect will come from the one 
percent of the city’s budget 
allocated for large capital 
projects. This 1 percent has 
been allocated for artwork 

by the City’s One Percent 
for The Arts program and 
amounts to $130,000.

Proposals for the project 
— including a description, 
illustration, budget, re-
sume, portfolio and refer-
ences — were accepted un-
til Oct. 3, 2016, according 
to the call for proposals. 
After this, the proposals 
were reviewed by a jury of 
four to six people selected 
by the city. 

The proposals were nar-
rowed down to three semi-
finalists out of a total of 26 

submissions, according to 
the city’s website, and one 
was selected to present to 
the Bellingham Arts Com-
mission. The recommended 
semi-finalist proposal was 
submitted by Mutuus Stu-
dio in Seattle.

The proposal calls for 
the ball to be moved closer 
to the water and keep it in 
its original form, thereby 
maintaining historical sig-
nificance, according to the 
submitted proposal. 

The ball would be cov-
ered in a traffic coating 

used in paint on roads 
and highways. The coat-
ing would be reflective and 
harness light. Its appear-
ance would depend on both 
weather and the angle of 
the viewer. 

According to the pro-
posal, the reflective coating 
also has a “lotus effect,” 
which means it is self-
cleaning, similar to a lotus 
flower. 

The project is budgeted 
to cost $129,892 and is 
expected to be installed in 
June, 2017. 

Acid Ball to become art fixture in Bellingham

BELLINGHAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

Instructor Hiring Fair 
Date: Saturday, Dec. 10th 

Time: 9-11 :30 a.m. 

Location: BTC's G Bldg. room 102 

Free coffee and donuts provided! 

You can make 
a difference in 
the classroom 
and beyond! 

Bring copies of your resume & unofficial transcripts if available. 

www.btc.edu 
3028 Lindbergh Ave . 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Meet with deans and program 
leads and see how you could 
make your mark at BTC. 

For more information, 
email whudsick@btc.edu 

Bellingham Technical College is a n equa l opportunity institution. 

WESTERN FRONT 
ADV ER TISE W ITH US 

PR INT & ON I.I NE 
360.650.3 160 

Preproposal Statement of Inquiry (per RCW 34.05.31 0) 

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 516-12 WAC, 
Parking and Traffic Regulations 

Statutes Authorizing the University to Adopt Rules on 
this Subject RCW 28B.35.120, RCW 28B.10.560 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and 
what they might accomplish: WWU has implemented 
LEP (License Enabled Permitting) and transferred 
administrative responsibility to another unit. 
Existing regulations must be updated to conform 
to current processes and reporting structure. 

Process for developing new rule: Agency study. 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to 
adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed 
rule before publication by sending written comments 
or inquiries to Jennifer Sloan, Rules Coordinator: 

Mail: Western Washington University 
Rules Coordination Office 
516 High Street, MS 9015 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Email: Jennifer.Sloan@wwu.edu 
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Washington marijuana sales rival alcohol
Mikayla Nicholson
The WesTern FronT

For the first time, mari-
juana sales in Washington 
State have surpassed $200 
million in one quarter and 
the sales gap between mari-
juana and alcohol is shrink-
ing, according to the Asso-
ciated Press.

During April, May and 
June marijuana sales 
reached $212 million, while 
alcohol reached $249 mil-
lion — a sales gap of $37 
million. For January, Feb-
ruary and March the sales 
gap was $54 million, ac-
cording to the Associated 
Press.

Top Shelf Cannabis and 
Trove Cannabis are two rec-
reational marijuana shops 
that have seen the increase 
in sales firsthand.

Top Shelf Cannabis

The first recreational 
marijuana shop in Wash-
ington, Top Shelf Cannabis, 

opened in Bellingham on 
July 8, 2014. 

Zachary Henifin, an em-
ployee at Top Shelf Can-
nabis, said marijuana sales 
are increasing as stigmas 
attached to marijuana begin 
to fade, a change he attri-
butes to education.

“Imagine your govern-
ment and other powers tell-
ing you this plant is evil and 
dangerous since… forever,” 
Henifin wrote in an email. 
“That is going to stick with 
you until you give it a shot 
yourself.”

Customers at Top Shelf 
range from lawyers to for-
mer smokers who are ready 
to light up since mari-
juana has become legal, 
Henifin said. Additionally, 
more people are comfort-
able smoking outside their 
homes. 

The increase in sales 
helps more than just local 
shops, Henifin said.

“Seeing sales go up does 
further cement marijuana 
into Washington State’s 

economy, which is good for 
everyone,” Henifin said.

Top Shelf Cannabis has 
expanded to two shops in 
Bellingham and one in Or-
egon, with a second Oregon 
shop in the planning stage, 
Henifin said.

Henifin said the discrete 
location of Top Shelf Can-
nabis’ store on Hannigan 
Road has allowed more 
people to feel comfortable 
in the store. 

“Prices and selection are 
key for us, but what really 
drives it home is our re-
laxed atmosphere,” Henifin 
said. “We want everyone to 
feel comfortable.” 

Trove Cannabis

After graduating from 
Western, Moe Herbert took 
a job at Trove Cannabis, an-
other recreational shop in 
Bellingham. He is currently 
the marketing and vendor 
coordinator at Trove, which 
celebrated its one-year an-
niversary on Nov. 13, 2016.

Herbert said one of the 
biggest misconceptions 
people have about marijua-
na is the idea the drug will 
make you lazy and the im-
age most people have of the 
typical stoner. 

“Those misconceptions 
are slowly falling away,” 
Herbert said.  

The social attitudes to-
ward marijuana have be-
come, at least from the 
retail side, much calmer, 
Herbert said.

“People feel like they can 
experiment with marijuana 
again and not feel so scared, 
because they are doing it 
legally and in their own 
homes,” Herbert said. “Ev-
ery month seems to be bet-
ter than the next.” 

Trove is largely sup-
ported by college custom-
ers, especially because of 
its location near Western’s 
campus. But Herbert said 
he also sees a wide variety 
of people from the 20 to 30 
year-old range. 

“You see all sorts of peo-
ple come in, which is the 
best thing ever,” Herbert 
said. “You get to talk to dif-
ferent people from all walks 
of life.”  

With such a rapidly grow-
ing market, Herbert said 
Trove is going through a lot 

of changes, trying to figure 
out what works. Herbert 
has been experimenting 
with different marketing 
techniques because mari-
juana is a trend market, he 
said.  

During the summertime, 
when Bellingham residents 
tend to be more active and 
social, edibles and pre-
rolled joints sell quicker, 
Herbert said. While in the 
fall and winter, more rou-
tine smokers come in on a 
weekly or daily basis to get 
their usual product. 

The upward trend in 
marijuana sales is some-
thing Herbert believes will 
increase.

“I definitely see it sur-
passing alcohol, or at least 
always being able to match 
it,” Herbert said. “Just be-
cause as more people are 
open to the idea of smoking 
it, now that it is legal, peo-
ple are enjoying it more so 
than alcohol.” 

Herbert said he hopes 
other states follow Wash-
ington’s lead and legalize 
or decriminalize marijuana 
use. Herbert said legalized 
marijuana has made the 
state more money, created 
more jobs, moved the econ-
omy along and kept people 
out of jail.

Sales gap between marijuana, alcohol closes to $37 million for the first time 

Trove Cannabis is a licensed marijuana distributor in Bellingham. // Photo 
by Harrison Amelang

A collection of glass pipes inside Trove Cannabis. 
// Photo by Ben Johnson
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Victims say investigations need sensitivity, transparency
Temporary suspensions, no-contact orders are mild punishments, victims say

(for off campus incidents) or 
to University Police (for on-
campus incidents), it is im-
portant that they make the 
decision,” Cocke said in an 
email.

Complaint for lack of 
sensitivity

A Western student, stu-
dent A, filed a complaint 
on Dec. 8, 2015, against his 
roommate, student B, who 
was accused of continually 
sexually harassing him de-
spite repeated direct requests 
to stop, according to a public 
record.

Student A’s complaints 
against student B include 
repeated “sexual advances” 
and unwanted terms, such 
as “babe” and “boyfriend,” 
directed toward student 
A. After sexual advances 
 subsided following a direct 
request to stop from a resi-
dent director, student A said 
student B started mastur-
bating while the two were in 
the same room, according 
to notes on a Dec. 8, 2015, 
meeting between a resident 
director and student A.

The resident director filed 
the complaints of student A 
in a Simplicity Incident Re-
port and contacted Sledge 
notifying him of the incident.

Sledge scheduled a meet-
ing with student B regarding 
the complaints and was told 
student B made the com-
ments jokingly, that they had 
been inside jokes dating back 
to high school where student 
A and student B had met each 
other. Student B also denied 
masturbating in the room, 
Sledge said in his response 
to the Simplicity Incident Re-
port.

Sledge emailed student A 
on January 13, 2016, saying 
he believed no violation oc-
curred after the meeting with 
student B, according to the 
final report.

The resident director felt 
Sledge’s email to the stu-
dent could be perceived as 
condescending and in doubt 
of student A’s testimony be-
cause Sledge never met with 
student A and only worked 
off of the incident report, ac-
cording to a statement in the 

final report.
Student A filed a Title 

IX complaint with Title IX 
Coordinator Sue Guenter-
Schlesinger and Deputy Title 

IX Coordinator Mohammed 
Cato, stating Sledge didn’t 
take the initial complaint se-
riously and had taken longer 
to respond than expected, ac-
cording to a public record.

A Title IX violation inves-
tigation into Sledge’s han-
dling of the case found no 
violations. However, the in-
vestigation did raise some 
concerns in regards to how 
sexual harassment cases were 
handled by Sledge.

The investigation con-
cluded Sledge acted inappro-
priately by not scheduling a 
meeting with student A but 
scheduling one with student 
B, according to findings in 
the final report.

Sledge didn’t notify stu-
dent B of the allegations un-
til just before winter quarter 
started, almost one month 
after the Simplicity Incident 
Report was filed. Student A 
said this caused additional 
anxiety, especially when vis-
ited by student B at work 
over winter break, according 
to the findings in the final re-
port. 

The investigation stated 
students who complain of 

sexual harassment should 
be kept aware of the inves-
tigation process and found 
Sledge didn’t give student A 
enough information about 

what to do if contacted by 
student B, according to the 
final report.

Though the investigation 
found Sledge’s actions wor-
thy of improvement, no vio-
lation of Title IX was found, 
according to the final report.

Recommendations for 
future reports

After the complaints 
against Sledge were filed, 
the EOO developed a formal 
list of recommendations for 
trainings regarding commu-
nicating with Title IX com-
plainants. The recommenda-
tions, filed in May 2015, also 
included sensitivity training. 
The EOO gave Sledge advice 
on how he could handle sexu-
al assault and sexual harass-
ment complaints with more 
transparency to the com-
plainant, according to a letter 
sent to Dean of Students Ted 
Pratt from the EOO obtained 
in a Western Front records 
request. 

The recommendations 
followed a meeting between 
Pratt and Guenter-Schlesing-
er in which the complaints of 

multiple sexual assault vic-
tims toward Sledge were dis-
cussed, namely his demeanor 
when he met with victims, ac-
cording to the letter.

Multiple complainants re-
ferred to Sledge’s tone as dis-
respectful and condescending 
and said he reached decisions 
without further input from 
those who initially brought 
problems to his attention, ac-
cording to a final report on 
the January 2015 investiga-
tion of two sexual assaults 
and the January 2016 inves-
tigation of repeated sexual 
harassment.

The recommendations for 
Sledge included mindfulness 
training, a program to teach 
him how to be more sensi-
tive of victim’s perceptions 
after an assault. Sledge was 
also recommended to take 
a thorough training on how 
to investigate sexual assault 
cases, including a component 
that is survivor-centered, ac-
cording to the letter.

Sledge was also recom-
mended to discuss specific 
cases with the EOO before 
going forward with decisions 
and other findings.

The January 2016 inves-
tigation regarding repeated 
sexual harassment found 
Sledge could improve with 
staying in contact with the 
complainant, according to a 
final report of the investiga-
tion.

The same improvement 
was suggested in the inves-
tigation of the January 2015 
sexual assault cases, as the 
complainant felt she was not 
given enough information, 
according to the final report. 
The report agreed informa-
tion was unfairly withheld 
from her.

Since the suggestion by 
the EOO to take training ses-
sions, Sledge has completed 
six training programs dealing 
with how to talk to sexual as-
sault victims, be mindful of 
different identities and con-
duct sexual assault investiga-
tions.

Changes in administra-
tion

Sledge and the Office of 
Student Life handled the 
investigation of sexual as-
sault cases prior to Sep-

tember 2016 when the EOO 
took over the responsibility, 
Cocke said.

Sledge was not subject 
to any punitive actions fol-
lowing student complaints 
and could not be reached 
for comment as the Office 
of Student Life no longer 
investigates sexual miscon-
duct complaints. He is still 
Western’s assistant dean of 
students.

Where can 
you turn 
for help?

CASAS 
(360) 650-3700
OM 558B

Western’s Title IX 
Coordinator
Sue Guenter-Schlesinger 
(360) 650-3307
OM 345

Student Health 
Center 
(360) 650-3400

Counseling Center 
(360) 650-3164
OM 540

University Police 
(360) 650-3911

Bellingham Police
911

Illustration by Evan Matz

continued from page 3
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THE HISTORY OF HOLLY STREET

Katie Meier
The WesTern FronT

Sara Holodnick and Marissa 
McGrath have a passion for local 
history. In 2010, the two decided to 
share their passion for Bellingham 
lore by founding Good Time Girls, 
a series of three guided historical 
walking tours. 

In December 2013, Holodnick 
and McGrath opened The Bureau of 
Historical Investigation, a gift shop 
doubling as the base of operations 
for the tours. The tours have gained 
notoriety over the years, but the duo 
still remembers the strange looks 
they would receive during their 
initial tours. 

“When we first started people were 
like, ‘What are you? What is going 
on?’ because we dress in costume,” 
Holodnick said. “I remember giving 
our first tour; we were dressed in 

corsets, walking down Holly Street 
and somebody leaned out the side 
of the car and yelled, ‘What is 
happening?’” 

Five years later, the tours have 
expanded in content material.

“We cover a wide range of topics, 
specifically about women and 
marginalized groups,” Holodnick 
said.  

Currently, The Bureau has three 
different tours: the Sin and Gin Tour, 
the Gore and Lore Tour and Holly 
History Tour.

The Sin and Gin Tour focuses on 
the brothel and saloon history of 
Bellingham, while the Gore and Lore 
Tour focuses on murder mysteries, 
ghost legends and the history of 
transient populations in Bellingham. 

Holodick said the Good Time 
Girls have recently designed The 
Holly History Tour to respond to the 
current political climate. 

“The Holly History Tour has been 
really awesome for moments like right 
now with our political landscape,” 
Holodnick said. “We have been 
giving people an opportunity to see 
where they fit into history as they are 
trying to process what’s happening 
in the world right now.” 

The tour focuses on different 
controversial aspects from Bellingham's 
history, including topics like sexism and 
racism, that occurred when the town 
was first getting its start in the late 
1800s through the early 1900s.

The Holly History Tour is led by 
Hayley Forney and Jane Burleigh. 
The duo have been working these 
tours from the very beginning. 

One of the first topics Forney and 
Burleigh cover on the tour is the 
treatment of women in Bellingham 
in the 1800s and 1900s. During this 
time period, many women turned to 
sex work because it provided more 

With its historical walking tours, Bellingham's Good Time Girls 
hopes to educate on the city's history, help learn from past

Bellingham's waterfront  shortly after the old City Hall was built in the late 1800s. // Photo courtesy from Whatcom Museum Photo Archive

financial stability than traditional 
jobs available to women at the time. 
Teachers earned about $50 a month, 
seamstresses earned $1.26 a week and 
women who worked in the cannery 
made $1.24 a week, compared to 
sex workers who worked in brothels 
and made $1 for every 15 minutes of 
service. 

“We had a rampant illicit area 
where sex work was happening a lot 
as well,” Burleigh said. “The reason 
being for that, if you were a middle-
class or upper-class man who wanted 
to see a sex worker, you wouldn’t be 
caught dead going into the red-light 
district. Everyone would know why 
you were there." 

At the time, sex work was legal 
and taxed by Whatcom County. In 
fact, 11 percent of the city’s budget 
came from money gathered from sex 
workers, Burleigh said. 

The Horseshoe Cafe has been a 
staple in Bellingham since it opened 
in 1886, making it the longest 
continuously open restaurant in 
Washington. When the cafe first 
opened, it was one of the few 
businesses in town welcoming sex 
workers, Burleigh said. 

In the 1800s and 1900s, the city of 
Bellingham had a law against street 
walking. This law kept women from 
going outside, shopping,  restaurants 
and, most importantly, banks. 
Instead they would take their money 
and put it in a safe located inside of 
The Horseshoe Cafe. 

Women could hang out there and 
drink knowing their money would be 
safe, Forney said.  

For those who took part in the tour, 
the history of sex work in Bellingham 
came as a surprise.

Western alumna Zoey Ferenczy, 
23, was visiting friends and decided 
to attend the tour with them.

“I had no idea that [Bellingham] 
had a big red light district down 
here or that there was a difference 
between the red light district that 
was legalized and the one that was 
not,” Ferenczy said.

One of the first documented 
instances of racism in the city 
were riots caused in response to a 
large Sikh population. In 1906, an 
influx of Sikh immigrants moved to 
Bellingham to work at the lumber 
mills, Forney said. 

By 1907, there were about 
200 Sikh immigrants living in 
Bellingham. The white population 
in the area became enraged because 
they thought they were losing jobs 
due to the immigrants, Forney said. 
Sikhs were attacked and dragged 
from their living quarters and places 
of employment. 

Police did little to combat 
the violent hate crimes the Sikh 

immigrants were experiencing. 
The only action that was taken 
was rounding up all of the Sikh 
immigrants and putting them into 
the jail in City Hall, ostensibly for 
their own safety. The police force 
held them there until they could 
force them to leave town by train and 
go to British Columbia, Forney said.

No participants in the mob were 
ever prosecuted. 

Another instance of racism in 
Bellingham was the large Ku Klux 

Klan presence that had offices 
downtown, located right above what 
is now Bayou on Bay, in the late 
1920s early 1930s. 

The Washington State Klan was 
part of the second wave of KKK 
activity in America. It was mostly 
founded by members from the 
Oregonian chapter, which had one of 
the strongest chapters in the country 
at the time. 

Forney shared photos taken in 
1926 of the Daughters of the KKK, 

dressed in their robes, as they walked 
down Cornwall Avenue.

The Klan didn't have much to 
protest pre-World War II in the 
Northwest, so they turned attentions 
to other groups and became 
increasingly anti-Catholic and anti-
foreigner. 

For Ferenczy, going on the tour 
and learning the history didn't 
change her opinion of Bellingham.  

“The history is proof of how far 
we have come, and even though 
our history is pretty tainted we are 
definitely taking the steps forward,” 
Ferenczy said. 

Forney and Burleigh said they 
are trying to make sure people are 
educated and don’t forget the way 
the city used to be.

“This is really important history 
that we should know and history that 
we should denounce,” Burleigh said. 

At the end of this year, Holodnick 
and McGrath will close the shop,  
refocus and get back to what they 
love: providing the tours.

“The overhead of maintaining a 
physical location can be challenging 
if you’re wanting to actually make 
a living off of owning a business,” 
Holodnick said. “We’ve also 
determined that retail is not what 
our passion is: The history and the 
sharing of the stories is the bigger 
piece of it for us.”

A portrait of Alfred Lee, the 
architect of the Whatcom 
Museum. The building was 
originally the City Hall for 
New Whatcom before the 
town joined surrounding 
towns to become Bellingham. 
// Photo courtesy from Whatcom 
Museum Photo Archive

Bellingham's downtown as it looked near the turn of the 19th 
century into the 20th century. //Photo courtesy from Whatcom 
Museum Photo Archive

Hayley Forney (left) and Jane Burleigh (right) stop to give information as tour guides for one of 
Good Time Girls historical walking tours.  // Photo by Caleb Albright
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Isabelle Morrison
The WesTern FronT

Every Friday night, a group of stu-
dents meet in the Fairhaven Complex 
lounge to cut loose, socialize and express 
themselves through an eclectic style of 
dance. This is Fairhaven Fusion.

The group formed in 2012 when a 
handful of students from Swing Kids, 
Western’s swing dance club, began meet-
ing underground in a small dance studio 
in Stack One of the Fairhaven Complex.

As the group attracted more mem-
bers, meetings needed to be moved to 
the larger Fairhaven Complex lounge. In 
2014, they became an official Associated 
Students club in order to start requesting 
the space.

Senior Hayley Gehman, president 
and original member of Fairhaven Fu-
sion, was hesitant about joining the AS 
at first. Gehman said she felt her experi-
ence as a Swing Kids officer in 2013 re-
quired her to meet a lot of cookie-cutter 
expectations. 

“I was like, ‘I don’t want [Fairhaven 
Fusion] to lose all of its soul and heart, 
that makes it what I love so much,'” 
Gehman said. “But it turns out we man-
aged to become part of the AS without 
losing our personality, which I really ap-
preciate.”

In the beginning, group members 
thought they were dancing blues be-
cause they didn’t know what to call their 
dance style. They soon discovered it had 
a name: Fusion.

“The idea is that a lot of dances, like 
swing, salsa, zouk or waltz, have a step 

or structure they follow. Fusion is more 
of a free-form improvisational dance,” 
Gehman said. “I really like it because it 
allows dancers from all different back-
grounds to come into the same space; 
dance to the music we like and pick; and 
communicate with each other.”

Every week the club features a differ-
ent DJ, lesson and teacher. 

“Being a dance teacher is difficult be-
cause there’s a huge cloud of topics to try 
to pick from,” Gehman said. “It can be 
really scary because it can feel like there’s 
nothing at all to teach. What we end up 
doing is pick different aspects we feel the 
community needs help with.”

Past lessons have included improvisa-
tion in dance and having a deep connec-
tion with one’s dance partner.

Teachers are chosen from other West-
ern dance clubs or venues in the area.

“We try to make sure other people in 
the Bellingham dance community get a 
chance to come and teach our students,” 
Gehman said. “The more instructors for 
dance the better because then you can 
get a lot of different perspectives.”

Gehman works hard to make sure the 
club is a safe environment for students. 

“Every quarter we have something 
we call a ‘fireside chat,’ and basically ask 
questions like, ‘Do you like the music? 
Do you like the space? Do you feel safe?’” 
Gehman asked.

Senior Cory Briar, vice president of 
Fairhaven Fusion, supports the welcom-
ing environment Gehman has created.

“People can just come here and be 

who they are and be accepted for that, 
which I really appreciate,” Briar said.

Briar has been involved in the club 
since he was a freshman. 

“This is such a great community,” 
Briar said. “I’m a musician, so I express 
myself a lot through music, and I really 
like expressing myself through my body 
and reacting to the music with my body 
instead of playing it.”

Briar’s favorite memory was from 
one year when the club was dancing to 
Ed Sheeran’s “Thinking Out Loud,” and 
halfway through the song the speakers 
cut out. After the initial groans of disap-
pointment, some students started sing-
ing acapella and the dancing continued.

“We finished up the song that way, 
and we all just collapsed into this giant 
cuddle puddle at the end,” Briar said. “It 
was just so overwhelmingly amazing that 
it pulled together like that.”

Senior Connor Frendt joined the club 
after a friend convinced him. He had 
never danced before and wanted to try 
something new.

“It’s just a lot of fun for me,” Frendt 
said. “It’s a nice getaway from studying 
and school and whatnot, to hang out 
with friends too.”

Frendt likes the freedom Fusion al-
lows dancers.

“It’s not necessarily freestyle where 
you go crazy, but you can pretty much 
do whatever you want,” Frendt said. “It’s 
nice to not be necessarily controlled, but 
you can go off in whatever direction you 
want, and you can take any style and in-
corporate it.”

Fusion  Frenzy
Dance the fright away in a safe-space for self expression

Fairhaven Fusion members practice on Friday nights in the 
Fairhaven lounge. // Photo by Isabelle Morrison
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Cuisine with a cultural connection
Bryn Yasui

The WesTern FronT

Guests enter through the glass 
door only to be whisked away to an-
other country. The walls, painted 
a deep, red hue, are adorned with 
paintings and Spanish memorabilia. 
Noses wander along with the delec-
table aroma in the air from foreign 
dishes some may find unfamiliar. 

However, the customers come for 
more than just the mouth-watering 
tapas or the wide selection of wines 
at Tasca del Tinto — they come for 
the experience. 

Residents of Bellingham are al-
ways scoping out restaurants for 
something new, so when Miguel 
Losada wanted to add a Spanish res-
taurant to the mix, Tasca del Tinto 
was born. Nestled in the center of 
downtown Bellingham, it's the city's 
first and only Spanish restaurant.

After moving to Spain from Texas 
at age 3, Losada grew up among his 
family and became embedded in the 
local culture. He then joined the U.S. 
Navy and was stationed in Oak Har-
bor, Washington. This is when he 
adopted a newfound love for Belling-
ham’s people and their hospitality. 

“I’ve been able to bring something 
different to people. I use that word 
because there’s a variety of options 
in this town," Losada said. "There’s 
Italian, Mexican, Greek, Indian and 
even Ethiopian food. So I thought, 
‘Why not Spanish food?’”

Tasca del Tinto has been open for 
about six months. So far, customer 
responses and business have been 
favorable, Losada said.

Senior Paolo Bicchieri stumbled 
upon Tasca del Tinto as a customer 
after his dinner plans at Boundary 
Bay didn’t work out. As soon as he 
walked in, Bicchieri said his expecta-
tions were exceeded. 

“I had just gone to Spain this  
summer, and what was cool was that 
I didn’t have any expectations of this 
place. It really felt like the places in 
Spain that I had gone and had food 
and wine,” Bicchieri said. “I’ve never 
had this experience of a shop owner 
also being the chef and also being the 
server and actually really connecting 
with the people” 

Once Bicchieri soaked up the at-

mosphere of Tasca del Tinto, he de-
cided to join Losada on his mission 
to interlace the restaurant with Bell-
ingham.

“[Losada's] hope is to be Belling-
ham’s tapas bar. That, to me, means 
being able to really connect with the 
communities in town, like the stu-
dent community, but also the  down-
town scene and the people who don’t 
really know what he has to offer,” 
Bicchieri said. 

According to Bicchieri, on occa-
sional nights, Losada will rent out 
the entire restaurant for an event 
called Paella and Flamenco Night. 
Bicchieri said the evening always in-
cludes spanish dancers, musicians 
and paellas, an obligatory Spanish 
food. 

“People get this huge night of 
looking into what Spanish culture 
is like. It’s still about the food and 
wine, but his interest goes beyond 
that into music and dance,” Bicchieri 
said.

The main attraction of Tasca del 
Tinto is its food, which is always aes-
thetically garnished, exotic and fla-
vorful. Its menu rotates items every 
four-to-six weeks to keep both the 
customers and chefs intrigued. 

 Benjamin Ayers, an assistant chef, 
had to do a bit of researching before 
becoming Losada’s right-hand man. 

“I’ve never even considered this 
type of cuisine before,” Ayers said. 

“I’ve been learning a lot.” 
Tasca del Tinto offers an assort-

ment of dishes, from paellas to 
jamón, all imported from Spain and 
recreated in the kitchen. Ayers and 
Losada personally enjoy the jamón, 
which is a dry-cured ham. According 
to Losada, the jamón is a very special 
and unique item in Spanish cuisine.

Similar to his food, Losada’s inspi-
rations for cooking are full of char-
acter and culture. He accrued his cu-
linary flair from life and schooling, 
which he shares with his customers 

through an intimate dining experi-
ence. 

“People are fans. They come for 
a good ham or a paella. But people 
are like, ‘You know what? I’ve never 
had that before.’ They really get sur-
prised, and they keep coming back. 
So far, it’s been a great trip,” Losada 
said.

Ayers said he finds himself in-
forming guests and peers about the 
difference between Spanish and 
Mexican cuisine. 

“I constantly have that argument 
that [the food is] not Mexican. That’s 
part of it; it’s not just food, it’s edu-
cating people to a new and different 
cuisine,” Ayers said. 

Ayers witnesses Losada inter-
acting with guests, often educating 
them about where the food comes 
from and how it’s made. 

Nonetheless, the presentation 
and mixture of flavors is what brings 
people back, Ayers said.  

“The most amazing feature of this 
place is the people,” Losada said. 
“Very open-minded people who are 
always eager to try new things and 
new flavors, tastes and experiences.”  

Losada holds high aspirations for 
his career in restaurant manage-
ment. He hopes to build customer 
loyalty and essentially create a haven 
for Bellingham residents to come in 
for a quick tapa, small chat and a 
glass of wine on all occasions. 

Don't just taste your food — understand the inspiration

Miguel Losada, owner of Tasca Del Tinto, poses in front of his 
restaurant on Thursday, Oct. 20. // Photo by Morgan Stilp-Allen

Tasca Del Tinto owner Miguel Losada waits on a table on 
Thursday, Oct. 20. // Photo by Morgan Stilp-AllenWE CAN HELP 

EXPERIENCED. SUCCESSFUL. AFFORDABLE. 

D LAW FIRM OF 

David N. Jolly,P.S. 

Think about an IUD or Implant. 
Call 1.800.230.PLAN today. 
mbpp.org 

An unintended pregnancy can detour your dreams. 
Long-acting reversible contraception, like the IUD 
or implant is safe, effective and can help you live 
the life you plan yourself. 
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"Poetry in motion"

Rachel Postlewait
The WesTern FronT

From attending his father’s 
games, to becoming the water-
boy, to joining the scrum itself, 
senior Louie Henson has always 
been surrounded by rugby.    

Raised by a former Western 
rugby player, Henson followed 
in his father’s footsteps and is 
now a standout player for the 
team his dad once played for.

Like his father, Henson is 
team captain of the Western 
Men’s Rugby Club and plays 
the forward position.

Henson began his rugby 
career in the 10th grade and is 
currently in his fifth year as a 
Western rugby player. 

During his freshman year, 
the team advanced to the Final 
Four of the USA Rugby Col-
lege National Championships. 
Western advanced to the Elite 
Eight in  Henson's junior year. 

Being at nationals was sur-
real, Henson said. He consid-
ers it his greatest rugby accom-
plishment at Western. Both 
times, the team's games were 
broadcast live on YouTube to a 
significant audience.

In rugby, there are two kinds 
of positions: forward and back. 
Henson plays the position of 
tight head prop, which leads the 
pack of forwards. 

Henson described his posi-
tion as, “just being a big body 
in there to do all the dirty work 
and clear the way for the little 
guys to do all the flashy stuff.” 

Perhaps Henson is being 
modest. Rugby Club President 
Tripp Marotto said on the field, 
Henson is “poetry in motion.”

Junior rugby player Augie 
Beimborn described him as in-
tense, aggressive and poised. 

“When he’s on the field, he’s 
a dominant force,” Beimborn 
said. “He’s super savvy and su-
per athletic. He knows rugby 
extremely well.”
Where it Began

Originally, Henson planned 
on attending St. Mary’s College 
in California but immediately 
switched course when he heard 

who was coaching at Western: 
Paul Horne. 

Horne played rugby with 
Henson’s father at Western and 
the two still have a close bond.

 “As long as I’ve been a kid, 
I’ve always watched teams 
coached by Paul Horne and 
seen how successful they’ve 
been and how well he’s done as 
a coach,” Henson said.

Previously, Horne was 
coaching at the University of 
British Columbia and trying to 
recruit Henson. He then took a 
coaching spot at Western and 
quickly called Henson’s dad to 
tell him about the change.

“So I said, ‘I don’t want to 
put him on the spot, but if he 
wants to come to Western and 
play rugby with me, tell him to 

give me a call in a couple days,’” 
Horne said. “[Louie] called me 
right back and said ‘yep, that’s 
where I want to go.’”

With a group of Western 
rugby alumni, Horne and Hen-
son’s father helped start a rugby 
team called the “Huna Hoggs.” 

About the time he was in 
middle school, Henson was 
brought along with Horne’s 
Chuckanut rugby team when 
they played in Ireland. That was 
Henson’s first introduction to 
rugby at a higher level.

“I think that all had a lot to 
do with determining who he 
was as a player,” Horne said.

 By high school, Henson was 
on the team and played his first 
game with the Huna Hoggs, 
Horne said.

Having played closely with 
Henson’s father and now 
coaching Henson, Horne sees 
similarities between the two.  
Henson’s father, Jerry Hen-
son, was an equally aggressive 
player. He was known widely 
as “the dump-truck” and often 
played the same position Louie 
Henson does now.  

“Louie is a very similar kind 
of player to his dad,” Horne 
said. “He goes forward and if 
you get in his way, he’ll punish 

you.”
As team captain and team 

president, Henson’s father 
shared a passion for leading 
with his son. Horne said he was 
a leader both on and off the 
field, the kind of guy who takes 
charge of a team. 

“A bit of a legacy,” Henson 
said.
Leading the Team  

As team captain, Henson has 
many responsibilities.

In rugby, no one is allowed 
to talk to the referees except the 
captain.   

“You want to make sure that 
you have selected the right kind 
of person to be able to handle 
any kind of adversity in the 
game or calls going the wrong 
way,” Horne said. "The captain 
must maintain credibility with 
the referee and make sure the 
other players are under con-
trol."

On the field, Henson is in 
charge of making decisions. 
There are no timeouts in rugby 
and coaches can't come out on 
the field to make changes. It’s 
all in the hands of the captain. 

The captain’s duties do not 
end when the whistle blows, 
Horne said. Henson is respon-
sible for welcoming and orient-

ing the opposing teams, as well 
as welcoming and thanking the 
referees.

“Louie leads by example. 
One of his characteristics is that 
he’s able to demand quite a bit 
from his teammates and any-
thing he demands, he can de-
liver,” Horne said. “His on-field 
performance is never ques-
tioned.”

Beimborn stressed Henson's 
commitment to the team, say-
ing he was always on tme to 
games and practices.

“He was the first person who 
I identified right away as the 
leader,” Beimborn said.  Hen-
son spoke fondly of his team-
mates.

“[My favorite part is] the ca-
maraderie, the brotherhood,” 
Henson said. “You build a really 
tight bond, not only with the 
guys you play with but the guys 
you play against.” 
Bouncing Back

Horne said when the coaches 
were looking at Western's team 
last season, they knew there 
was one player they couldn't re-
place: Henson. 

“We just all agreed that he’s 
so important to the team that 
it would be devastating to lose 
him,” Horne said. “And we did.” 

Last year during a preseason 
game at Oregon State Univer-
sity, Henson tore his anterior 
cruciate ligament. He under-
went surgery, but the recovery 
put him out for the whole year.

Henson was cleared to 
play as of Friday, Nov. 25. His 
first game back will be Satur-
day, Jan. 21 in Vancouver, BC 
against the University of British 
Columbia U-20’s.

“I expect some rage to be un-
leashed on the field. I feel bad 
for who we’re playing against,” 
Marotto said. “He is hungry and 
he’s been working. I’m excited.”  

Horne said Henson will be 
putting his own stamp on the 
game. “We’re looking forward 
to a very successful season with 
Louie leading the way as cap-
tain.” 

Senior Louie Henson is back in Western rugby stripes to continue the legacy his father began

Photo of Louie Henson courtesy of Caleb Galbreath

“He was the first 
person who I 

identified right 
away as the 

leader.”

Augie Beimborn
rugby player
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Frontline: Act on frozen America

Opinions of the Editorial Board
At the start of fall quarter, 

Washington State was shocked by 
an active shooter who killed five at 
the Cascade Mall in Burlington. As 
always, this issue was surrounded 
by questions of race, motive, mental 
health and citizenship status. In the 
aftermath of the attack, there was 
collective hope that America could 
improve in preventing motives for 
tragedies like these and begin to 
move forward toward being a better 
country overall. 

At the end of fall quarter, we feel 
stuck in a rut — in fact, many feel we 
have stepped backward as a country. 
For millions of Americans, the 
results of the presidential election 
was causal of this regression, 
especially after a massive increase 
in hate crimes occurred in the 
days following President-elect 
Trump’s win. Those most affected 
by this election — minorities, 
women, immigrants, impoverished 
Americans and everyone in between 
— expressed a great deal of fear 
about the lack of progress our 
country was shamelessly putting on 
display. 

Much of this seems to be about 
politics, but it really comes down to 
remembering we are all humans and 
we must adopt the change we wish 
to see in our country on both an 
individual and campus level.

Recently, Western students have 
been taking steps toward seeing 
these changes on campus through 
organized walkouts and protests.

Tangible kindness: 
WesternCares Campaign

On Monday, Nov. 28, a student at 
Ohio State University attacked and 
injured 11 other students and was 
fatally shot by police.

Unfortunately, in the opinion 
section of The Western Front, we 
bookend the quarter with stories of 
mass violence — this one, as well as 
the first issue covering the Cascade 

Mall shooting in September.
Many people attribute mass 

violence solely to mental illness, 
which isn’t always a correct 
assumption, and creates a negative 
social stigma blanketing everyone 
with a mental illness as violent. 

Instead, taking steps to be kind to 
every person one comes in contact 
with is a preventative action to 
instances of violence.

WesternCares sent an email 
on Monday, Nov. 28, calling for 
students to lend their voices to 
the 2016 WesternCares Campaign, 
which “traditionally involved 
random acts of kindness and 
promotion of support resources and 
events on campus.”

The email urges students to take 
part in random acts of kindness on 
campus, whether large or small, 
to be an ally to other students and 
promote an inclusive campus. 
Students can participate by posting 
about these acts of kindness, using 

the hashtag #WesternCares.
WesternCares is a concrete way to 

promote kindness on an individual 
level. Bettering our country goes so 
much further than just thinking and 
feeling, but rather acting and doing.

Western Washington 
University: a sanctuary school

In lieu of hate crimes against 
different cultural groups following 
the election, many cities such as 
Seattle have declared themselves 
sanctuary cities for those feeling 
oppressed or disenfranchised. Many 
Vikings are urging other students 
and University President Sabah 
Randhawa to make Western an 
ally for undocumented students by 
declaring itself a sanctuary school.

On Monday, Nov. 28, Randhawa 
responded to this sentiment by 
sending an email to the student 
body announcing a commitment, 
alongside 300 other higher 
education leaders, to Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals. 
Randhawa also listed the values 
Western holds in regard to 
undocumented students, that 
Western makes no admittance 
decisions based on documentation 
status, shares no documents 
revealing the documentation status 
of students and doesn’t enforce 
federal immigration law.

“In taking this action, university 
and college presidents are 
urging business, civic, religious 
and nonprofit sectors to join 
them in supporting DACA and 
undocumented immigrant 
students,” Randhawa said in the 
email. 

Issues concerning undocumented 
students have been brought up in 
several instances since the election, 
and Randhawa closed his email with 
a final thought about the holistic 
student body at Western.

“I am proud to be the president 
of this great university, and I am 
honored to represent every student 
and employee in standing up for 
what is right.”

A Hopeful Manifesto
It’s important to remember we all 

have something in common: We are 
human. Whether we’re a student or 
community member, documented 
or undocumented, affected by the 
results of the election or not, each 
of us, as human beings, thinks and 
feels.

At the end of the day it’s crucial 
to remember one thing: What we 
have in common is much more 
important than our differences. In a 
crucial time in American history, it’s 
important to act on these thoughts 
and feelings. This is no longer 
about politics but about human 
compassion and care for another 
person. Every action should have 
purpose and that purpose should be 
unity.

Letter to the Editor
Providing sanctuary is a primordial 

response of compassion and courage 
in the face of vulnerability and injus-
tice.  Bellingham has a history of ex-
tending sanctuary, dating to the 1980s 
when many residents assisted Central 
Americans as they fled to Canada in 
search of refuge.  Our community 
and campus today include people of 
many origins, faiths and statuses.  All 
deserve protection from hostility and 
threats, including those emanating 
from powerful or official sources.

 Millions of people may now be 
subject to sanctions and criminaliza-
tion, many for simply for having been 
a child in a family on the move.  Vast 

expenditures on securitization and 
surveillance were promised repeat-
edly during the Presidential campaign, 
and Standing Rock shows clearly how 
authorities can exercise draconian 
measures.

 Amid vast uncertainties and poten-
tial endangerment, students must be 
able to pursue their education without 
fear.  Educators and students alike 
have ethical responsibility to help 
ensure this.  Expressions of solidarity 
and commitment to democracy and 
academic freedom are particularly 
important at times when are under 
threat.

 So please urge the AS Board, 

Faculty Senate and other university 
units to recommend that President 
Randhawa declare Western a sanctu-
ary university, dedicated to principles 
of diversity, inclusion and safety of 
everyone who makes up our university 
community.

-James Loucky
Professor of Anthropology

Submission Policy
The Western Front publishes 
submitted opinion items on a 
space-available basis. Submit letters 
to the editor and guest columns, 
along with your name, title (such as 
“Western sophomore”) and major to 
westernfront.opinion@gmail.com. 
Anonymous letters or those contain-
ing hate speech will not be pub-
lished.  The Western Front reserves 
the right to edit for length, spelling, 
style and grammar. 

Word count limits: letters to the 
editor: 250 words, guest columns: 
400 words

Illustration by Evan Matz

The Editorial Board consists of Layne Carter, Elizabeth Kayser and Evan Elliott
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Giving thanks, getting Ws
Gabby Ramos

The WesTern FronT

While many students went 
home for turkey dinners, 
Western women's basketball 
competed in the Lynda Go-
odrich Classic over Thanks-
giving break, winning both 
of its games and improving 
to 5-1 on the season.

Western’s first win came 
Friday, Nov. 25, over Notre 
Dame de Namur University, 
77-64 at Whatcom Pavilion.

Senior center Tia Briggs 
recorded her first double-
double of the season with 
16 points and 12 rebounds. 
Senior guard Taylor Pea-
cocke led the team in scoring 
with 24 points, 11 of which 
came in the fourth quarter. 
Forward Kiana Gandy also 

hit double digits during the 
game, adding 11 points to the 

team's final score.
The Vikings extended its 

win streak to three games 
on Saturday, Nov. 26, with 
a 89-57 blowout victory over 
Holy Names University. Pea-
cocke led the team with 20 
points and Junior forward 
Hannah Stipanovich added 
15 points. Senior guard Jes-
sica Valley notched a double-
double with 11 points and 10 
rebounds.

The Vikings never trailed 
the Hawks, shooting 50 per-
cent from the field and con-
verting 28 of 39 free throw 
attempts.

Peacocke averaged 22 
points-per-game and was 
named co-MVP of the invi-
tational along with junior 
forward Elin Johansson of 
Saint Martin’s University.  
Peacocke averaged seven 
rebounds and four assists 

over the two games. She also 
earned MVP honors at the 
Sodexo Tip-Off Classic and 
the West Region Crossover 
Classic.

Now with 1,340 career 
points, Peacocke is West-
ern’s ninth most prolific ca-
reer scorer.

Women's basketball goes 2-0 in Lynda Goodrich Classic, Peacocke named MVP

Varsity sports round-up 
Ben Olson

The WesTern FronT

Women’s Soccer
Last Result: 5-1 victory over 
the Colorado School of Mines 
on Sunday, Nov. 20, in the 
quarterfinals of the NCAA 
Division II Tournament in 
Golden, Colorado.
Overall Record: 22-0-1
Standing: Finished the 
regular season ranked No. 
1 nationally and first in the 
Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference.
Next Game: NCAA II Final 
Four against Kutztown Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 1, in 
Kansas City, Missouri.
Western was named the 
GNAC team of the week after 
its victories over University 
of California, San Diego and 
the Colorado School of Mines 
in the NCAA Tournament. 
This will be Western’s third 

appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament semifinal in four 
years.         
Volleyball
Last Result: 3-0 (25-15, 25-19, 
25-19) sweep over Montana 
State University Billings on 
Thursday, Nov. 17, at What-
com Pavilion.
Overall Record: 21-7
Standing: Second in the 
GNAC and ranked No. 18 in 
the nation. 
Next Game: NCAA Division 
II West Regional against 
California Baptist University 
at 1 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, in 
Anchorage, Alaska.
Sophomore middle blocker 
Kayleigh Harper, junior 
outside hitter Arielle Turner 
and sophomore outside hitter 
Abby Phelps were first-team 
selections to the All-GNAC 
team. Phelps was also named 
the GNAC Defensive Player of 
the Week with nine kills and 
12 digs against Montana State 

Billings.
Men’s Basketball
Last Result: 102-61 vic-
tory against Quest University 
Canada on Sunday, Nov. 27, 
at Whatcom Pavilion. 

Overall Record: 5-0
Standing: First in the GNAC.
Next Game: Saint Martin’s 
University at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 1, in Lacey, Washington. 
Senior forward Jeffrey Parker 

picked up a double-double 
against Quest with 24 points 
and 10 rebounds. Senior 
guard Taylor Stafford had a 
game-high six assists in the 
victory over the Kermodes.
Women’s Basketball
Last Result: 89-57 victory 
over Holy Names University 
in the Lynda Goodrich Clas-
sic on Saturday, Nov. 26, at 
Whatcom Pavilion.  
Overall Record: 5-1
Standing: Third in the GNAC 
standings.
Next Game: Against the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks 
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, in 
Fairbanks, Alaska.
Senior guard Taylor Pea-
cocke was named co-MVP in 
the Lynda Goodrich Classic 
Tournament after scoring 44 
points in two games. Peacocke 
is now No. 9 on the Western 
all-time scoring list with 1,340 
points.                         

Guard Taylor Peacocke drives into the lane 
against Holy Names University on Saturday, Nov. 
26. // Photo by Morgan  Stilp-Allen

Sophomore guard Trey Drechsel goes up for the 
shot in Western's game against Quest University 
on Sunday, Nov. 27, at Whatcom Pavillion. // 
Photo by Morgan Stilp-Allen

The Vikings will begin 
Great Northwest Ath-
letic Conference play 
with two games in 
Alaska. Western will 
play University of 
Alaska Fairbanks at 
8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
1, before taking on the 
University of Alaska 
Anchorage at 3 p.m. 
Saturday Dec. 3.
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Commanding excellence
continued from page 1

men’s soccer team. Junior 
midfielder Emily Webster 
said Connell’s experience as 
a player helps him under-
stand the stress players go 
through.

“I think it’s really impor-
tant for a coach to recog-
nize the emotions that come 
with the stress of an intense 
game,” Webster said.

While Connell is more re-
served on the sideline than 
most coaches, Webster said 
he knows how and when to 
get his message across.

“When he does speak 
up it’s a really important 
point,” Webster said. “He 
knows what he is talking 
about, so we try to do ex-
actly what he asks us to do.”

Beginning in 1999, Con-
nell was at the helm of the 
men’s team. In 2003, Con-
nell took on the head coach-
ing position of the women’s 
team as well. He was the 
head coach of both pro-
grams for 10 years before 
transitioning to full-time 
head coach of the women’s 
team in 2013. Greg Brisbon 
took on the head coaching 
duties of the men’s team for 
Connell.

Claire Morgan, an assis-
tant coach for the women’s 

team, was a forward for 
Western from 2007-2010. 
Morgan said her former 
teammates are always tell-
ing her how envious they 
are of today’s players who 
play for a full-time coach.

“It allows both programs 
to thrive on their own,” 
Morgan said. “You saw 
that with the success of the 
men’s team this year. When 
they [hired two full-time 
coaches] it allowed both 

programs to reach their po-
tential.”

Along with coaching 
at Western, Connell also 
serves as the girl’s technical 
coordinator for Whatcom 
FC Rangers, a youth soccer 
club in Bellingham. Web-
ster first played for Connell 
when she was a member of 
the Rangers. She said the 
prospect of playing for Con-
nell in college was a big rea-
son why she chose to attend 

Western.
As Western competes for 

a spot in the national cham-
pionship game, it will look 
to break a streak of domi-
nant seasons that failed to 
materialize into anything 
more than a semifinal ap-
pearance. 

“We have never made it 
over that last hurdle,” Mor-
gan said. “[The Final Four] 
is the game that always 
tripped up the team.”

The Vikings will play 
Kutztown University in 
the Final Four at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

Connell steers Western women's soccer to another Final Four appearance

Women's soccer head coach Travis Connell walks 
off Robert S. Harrington Field. // Photo courtesy of 
Western Athletics

A live stream of the 
game will be avail-
able at ncaa.com. 
The Western Front 
will be live tweet-
ing from the game @
WFSportsLive and 
@TheFrontOnline as 
well as snapchatting 
from thefrontonline.

Sounders 
in MLS 

Cup Final 
Gabby Ramos, Joseph 

Calabro
The WesTern FronT

The Seattle Sounders ad-
vanced to the Major League 
Soccer Cup final after a 1-0 
win (3-1 on aggregate) over 
the Colorado Rapids in the 
Western Conference Cham-
pionship on Sunday, Nov. 
27. 

Jordan Morris scored 
his second career postsea-
son goal in the second half 
of the game with the assist 
from Nelson Valdez. Morris 
has scored a team-high 14 
goals this season.

Seattle will play the win-
ner of the Eastern Confer-
ence Championship, which 
features Montreal and To-
ronto. The second-leg of 
their matchup will be played 
at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 30. 

Montreal leads 3-2 on ag-
gregate, but Toronto scored 
two key away goals in the 
first leg. If Toronto takes the 
series, it will host the MLS 
Cup final. However if Mon-
treal prevails, the Sounders 
will host the match at Cen-
turyLink Field. Either way, 
the game will be played at 5 
p.m on Saturday, Dec. 10.

ELLINGHAM FAMIL 

HEALTH CLINIC 

Primary Health Care, Family Practice 
Birth Control, Nexplanon, IUD 

Coughs and Sore Throats 
STI, ADD, UTI, Depression 
Acupuncture, Weight Loss 

Sports & Travel Physicals 
Discounts ~ Call for 

Available o'' 0 Details 

Bonnie Sprague, ARNP, Tay Kopanos, ARNP 
Steve Bogert, LAc 

Near WWU 
Convenient Same-Day Appointments 

Most Insurance, Cash Discount 

Call for an Appointment Today! 

{360} 756-9793 
www.BellinghamHealth.com 

Nominations Sought for Excellence in Teaching, 
Scholarship and Other Faculty Awards 

WWU faculty members are committed to outstanding teaching, 
scholarship, leadership and community service and periodically the 
Western community has the opportunity to recognize some of our 

exceptional faculty members. The following annual awards are 
examples of the university community's efforts to recognize and show 

appreciation to faculty members and others for their service and 
outstanding achievements. Provost Carbajal encourages your nomi
nations for these awards, each of which includes a check for $1,000. 

Nominations are due for the following six awards by December 2, 2016: 

1) Peter J. Elich Excellence in Teaching Award for faculty; 

2) Excellence in Teaching Award for faculty; 

3) Paul J. Olscamp Research Award for faculty; 

4) Outstanding Scholarship Award for faculty; 

5) The Outstanding Faculty Leadership Award for faculty; 

6) The Carl H. Simpson Bridging Award for faculty, staff and students. 

Additional information about each award, the nomination process, and the 
links to the on-line nomination forms may be found at 

www.wwu.edu/provost/faculty/awards/index.shtml 

Intro to MicroEconomics 
ECON 206 (4cr; SSC) 

Intro to Cultural Anthropology 
ANTH 201 (Ser; SSC) 

Movement and Culture 
DNC 232 (3cr; ACGM) 

Feminist Theory and 
Expression 
WGSS 212 (4cr; CCOM) 

wwu.edu/WesternOnline 
College Hall 133 • (360) 650-3308 

SCOTT DAVIS CPA 
NEEDS HELP FOR THE 
UPCOMING TAX SEASON 

I I ~ -: 11 .11 -I -: 

ACCOUNTING MAJORS .. 1 

CPA CANDIDATES 
. I ; - -I - -

I . TAX PREPARATION 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING AVAILABLE 
TO FIT YOUR CLASS SCHEDULE 

~,1 ·• -Ill ,I . •. - ~ -:T 1· I 

JANUARY I I 

I J[11:~1:1 THROUGH 
APRIL 15TH 

SEND YOUR RESUME AND COVER LETTER 

TO SCOTT@SCOTTDAVISCPA.COM 

FOR CONSIDERATION 



Tuesday, November 29, 2016 | The WesTerN froNT16 | sporTs

,. 
1'Y ,-,-~ ,~-, ... : . 

-,.~ .. ·' ··.·• •·· ····C> .· .. ~,, ·.····· ·· · .... ··· · ···· - ····· ~......_ ······ . .. 
. . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
. . . ·: . .. : . . . ... - . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . . .. . . - ... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... - . . 

. ... ... .. . ...... 
. - . . . . ............ . 
. . . . . . ... . .. ..... .. . . . ·r ·· ··· -··· ·-· 

..... ... , . . . . . . . .. . .. . 
. . . . . . .. . 
. . . . . .. . 
. . . . . .. -

- ' - -
TI N·G·H A M ; .w ·A· : : : 
.... - ... .. ~-_· .. - . ~-- .... _. ~ -~-... . ..... . 

. . . - . .. - .. . 
- . .. . 

PE RE 

DEC 1 


