
Racist rental ad
prompts concern

 Federal budget would cut 
Western student aid by over 

$2 million.
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Part three in the series of advanced reporting 
articles about issues facing Western. 

This week: DisAbility Resources 

History Department disapproves of College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences Dean

Joshua Steele 
The WesTern FronT

At first glance, a July 
16 housing advertise-
ment posted on the 
Bellingham Craigslist 
page was like any other, 
until readers looked 
closer.

“WHITE PEOPLE 
ONLY” was written 
within the description 
of the advertisement for 
a two-bedroom apart-
ment at the Sunset 
Pond apartment com-
plex in Bellingham.  

Habitat Properties, 
L.P., the parent compa-
ny who rents out prop-
erties at Sunset Pond, 
denied responsibility 
for the post after it ap-
peared on Facebook. 
Sunset Pond property 
manager Janice Soder-
berg said the company 
does not know who 
posted the advertise-
ment, but they have 
suspicion that some-
one, perhaps an ex-
employee, hacked into 
their Craigslist account 
and wrote the post. 

Apart from the dis-
criminatory statement, 
the information within 
the advertisement is the 
same as the apartment 
complex description on 
the Sunset Pond web-
site, leading Soderberg 
to believe that someone 
copied and pasted the 
information from their 
webpage, she said.

Soderberg said em-
ployees at Habitat 
Properties are trained 
in fair-housing issues 
and have regular fair-
housing workshops.

 Soderberg said the 
company has one of 
the best records of fair 
housing and equal-
opportunity housing in 
the city. 

“We are all exten-
sively trained in fair-
housing law,” Soder-
berg said.

The advertisement 
sparked a debate after 
the Bellingham Tenants 
Union posted a photo of 
the ad to its Facebook 
page on the same day. 

Matt Petryni, an or-
ganizer with the Bell-
ingham Tenants Union, 
said the post was 
brought to his atten-
tion by another mem-
ber of the tenants union 
who was searching for 
housing. The member 
declined to comment to 
The Western Front. 

Petryni said his first 
step after discovering 
the post was to take a 
screenshot and report it 
to Craigslist. As of July 
20, the post has been 
taken down from the 
Bellingham Craigslist 
page. 

Petryni said he also 
encouraged the person 
who brought attention 
to the advertisement to 
report the post to the 
Fair Housing Center of 
Washington, an orga-
nization that works to 
prevent discrimination 
in the state housing 
market.

“We see racial dis-
crimination in hous-
ing unfortunately all 
the time,” Petryni said. 
“But most of the time 
it’s a lot more subtle, or 
it’s hard to prove that 
they’re even doing it. 
This was a really bla-
tant case where it was 
just out in front with 
[racial] discrimina-
tion.”

According to a 2012 
study of impediments 
to fair housing in Bell-
ingham, 56 percent of

City, Western consider party registration program
Dawson Finley

The WesTern FronT

When it comes to 
noise disturbances in 
college towns, parties 
thrown by students 
are often a contribut-
ing source. 

This is the prob-
lem that a party reg-
istration system aims 
to solve, Bellingham 
neighborhood police 
officer Eric Osterkamp 
said. 

The proposed 

“Party Registration 
Program” is one of 
the five plans of ac-
tion from the Town & 
Gown Implementation 
Strategy, introduced 
to City Council in June 
by Bellingham’s Plan-
ning and Community 
Development Depart-
ment. 

According to the 
strategy in the “Town 
& Gown Implementa-
tion Strategy” packet, 
if the program is ad-
opted, students who 

register their party 
would receive a warn-
ing from the Belling-
ham Police Depart-
ment if their house 
incurs noise-related 
complaints and will 
have 20 minutes to 
control the party or 
shut it down or risk a 
citation.

However, the city 
and university haven’t 
decided on whether 
the registration pro-
gram will be imple-
mented, said Julia 

Burns, coordinator for 
the Campus Commu-
nity Coalition & New 
Student Program Ini-
tiatives. 

A Western stu-
dent, who asked to 
be anonymous due 
to underage drinking 
at his parties, said he 
has both hosted and 
attended parties that 
were shut down by 
the police due to noise 
complaints.

Isabelle Morrison
The WesTern FronT

Since the dean of the 
College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, 
Brent Mallinckrodt, was 
appointed last April, 
faculty across the col-
lege have expressed 
concerns regarding his 
actions. So far, the his-
tory department is the 
only department that 
has chosen to publicly 
voice its concerns.

The history depart-
ment passed a resolu-

tion of no confidence in 
Mallinckrodt’s ability 
to continue to serve as 
dean of the college, af-
ter a two-thirds major-
ity vote during a depart-
ment meeting on May 
24. 

Mallinckrodt and 
Provost and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Af-
fairs Brent Carbajal re-
ferred inquiries to Paul 
Cocke, Western’s com-
munications and mar-
keting director.

In a July 14 email, 
Cocke said Carbajal is 

aware of the history 
department’s concerns 
and has begun to work 
with college and depart-
ment leadership to re-
solve the issue. 

The history depart-
ment announced its de-
cision in an email sent 
by Kevin Leonard, for-
mer chair of the depart-
ment, to Mallinckrodt, 
Carbajal and all of the 
department chairs and 
program directors with-
in the college on May 26.

The email listed

Letter cites lack of commitment to faculty diversity, shared governance  

College of Hu-
manities and So-
cial Sciences Dean 
Brent Mallinck-
rodt. // Courtesy of 
Western Today

President's house 
revealed.

Read online at
westernfrontonline.com

B'ham now home to state's largest mural
The unnamed 

mural, located on 
the back of Dew-

ey Griffen Subaru  
on Iowa Street, 
was created by 
Western alum-

nus Ryan Henry 
Ward. It beat 

the state record 
by over 2,000 

square feet.  
See FEATURES, 
PG. 5 // Photo by 

Eythan Frost

see AD, page 2 see PARTY, page 3

see DEAN, page 3



Keanu Villaruel performs tricks with a kendama on the Communications Facility lawn July 24. He 
helped form the Kendama Club last spring. The club meets on campus by the Communications Facility 
every Tuesday from 2 to 5 p.m.  // Photo by Kevin Lake
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Suspicious trash
July 18, 5:46 a.m.

 The Bellingham Police Department 
responded to a call of suspicious fires 
in trash cans in the 300 block of W. 

Holly St.

Shingle shenanigans
July 21, 7:09 p.m.

In the 2900 block of James St., 
police received a complaint of people 

trespassing on property and skate-
boarding on the roof.

Arrested, resting
 July 23, 5:30 p.m.

Officers contacted a man who was sit-
ting and lying down in the 1400 block of 
Cornwall Ave., within the Central Busi-

ness District. He was issued a warning for 
a sitting and lying violation. 

discrimination com-
plaints filed with the 
Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-
opment were associ-
ated with disabilities. 
Thirty-one percent 
were associated with 
racial discrimination 
and 13 percent of com-
plaints were associated 
with discrimination 
based on national 
origin.
Petryni said he often 

sees discrimination 
based on family status 
and religion in the 
housing market as 
well.
Petryni described 

situations in which 
he had seen people 
advertise for a rental 
or house and include 
statements such as “no 
kids” or “looking for 
a Christian couple” in 
their descriptions.
These types of dis-

crimination are also 

illegal, according to 
Washington State Fair 
Housing laws. 
In Washington state, 

tenants are protected 
from discrimination 
on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, 
religion, sex or gender, 
number of children, 
disability, sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity, marital status, 
and military or veteran 
status. 
Residents of Wash-

ington have these 
protections under the 
federal Fair Housing 
Act and the Washing-
ton State Law Against 
Discrimination.
Aside from the dis-

crimination that was 
blatant in the post, 
Petryni said that the 
advertisement could 
have been a scam to 
get prospective tenants 
to pay non-refundable 
screening and applica-
tion fees. The discrim-
inatory advertisement 

showcased a non-re-
fundable screening fee 
of $35 per adult.
“You've got to watch 

out for those things,” 
Petryni said, “One 
main thing is making 
sure that the person 
who is showing the 
unit has the legal right 
to be renting it out to 
you, and that’s the best 
way that a person can 
protect themselves 
[from scams].” 
Petryni also said a 

good way to avoid 
scams in renting is for 
tenants to make sure 
they are able to do a 
walkthrough of the 
potential unit or prop-
erty before paying any 
screening or applica-
tion fees.
If you or someone 

you know is experi-
encing housing dis-
crimination in Wash-
ington, contact the 
Fair Housing Center of 
Washington state and 
file a complaint. 

Compiled by Joshua Steele

continued from page 1

“The tickets were, I believe, 
$150 each and [my roommates 
and I] all spoke with the cops 
when they asked all of us to 
come out,” he said. “The cops 
seemed nice, and they were 
understanding we were college 
students. However, because 
they had been [to the house] in 
the past, pretty recently, that’s 
why they said they had to give 
us the tickets they did.”

Osterkamp has been a  part 
of the effort to implement more 
effective relations between the 
city and students, starting with 
the Campus Community Coali-
tion two years ago.

Osterkamp said the project 
was prompted after seeing the 
success of a similar program in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. 

The party registration sys-
tem in Fort Collins has seen 
successful in reducing noise 
complaints, Emily Allen, senior 
city planner for neighborhoods 
in Fort Collins, said. 

Allen was formerly the com-
munity liaison between the city 
and Colorado State University. 
Its program began in 1997, 
when a committee of members 

from both the university 
and the city was formed 
to discuss issues facing 
neighborhoods, Allen 
said. 

“When I say ‘issues,’ 
it’s pretty standard 
across the board when-
ever I ask other commu-
nities,” Allen said. “It’s 
parking, noise, traffic, 
parties; that type of be-
havior.” 

Evaluations are done 
for every one of Fort Col-
lins’ programs, and Al-
len said responses show 
they have made a differ-
ence. 

 “If you ask neighbors 
now, they would tell you, 
‘Over the last ten years, 
we’ve seen changes and 
it continually gets bet-
ter,’ and that’s percep-
tion,” Allen said. 

Over 4,000 people 
have registered their 
parties since the pro-
gram began in Fort Col-
lins in 2009, and 97.5 
percent of those who have used 
the registration system ended 
their night without any issues, 
Allen said.

The registration program in 
Fort Collins allows people to 
register their gatherings seven 
days a week in person on cam-
pus, Allen said. If the party did 

not have law enforce-
ment get involved, the 
host can continue to 
register parties online. 
However, students still 
need to go in once a 
year in person to learn 
how to host a suc-
cessful gathering by 
receiving educational 
resources, she said. 

Allen said to regis-
ter a party, a person 
has to be 18 years or 
older. 

The registration 
process includes giving 
basic information such 
as names, address, the 
date of the party and 
two phone numbers, 
Allen said. That infor-
mation is then sent to 
police dispatch, and if 
a complaint does come 
in, dispatch can see if 
it’s a registered party, 
Allen said. 

After receiving a com-
plaint, dispatch will call 
the hosts and they will 

have 20 minutes to quiet down 
before police come by. 

“It’s related to noise only, 
so this is just for loud parties,” 

Allen said. “We really do stress 
that.”

If adopted in Bellingham, 
the registration program would 
allow students to register their 
planned party on campus, 
where they would obtain lit-
erature about noise ordinances 
and resources to help them 
avoid running into issues, simi-
lar to Fort Collins’ program, Os-
terkamp said. 

“The benefit of someone 
signing up for the party regis-
tration is they basically get one 
free warning,” he said.

More often than not, if a par-
ty gets a noise complaint that 
involves the police, hosts will 
receive a $250 fine per person, 
Osterkamp said. 

“[Registering] gives them a 
way to get out of a ticket by be-
ing responsible to begin with,” 
Osterkamp said. 

Osterkamp said the details 
of a possible plan with city 
planners and Western officials 
are still in the works. The big 
questions being asked are what 
this program could look like 
and how often the city would 
need to utilize it, he said. 
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Colorado party registration program considered for Western
continued from page 1

 Some history faculty call for CHSS dean's resignation 
specific concerns about 
the dean, including a lack 
of support for diversity in 
regard to faculty and cur-
riculum, failure to advo-
cate for department needs 
and to address department 
concerns, a lack of trans-
parency in decision-making 
and a lack of commitment 
to shared governance with 
faculty. 

“This seems to be a dif-
ferent situation than ones 
we’ve faced in the past,” 
Leonard said. “There have 
been times when members 

of this department have felt 
as if they’ve not been under-
stood or well-represented 
by a dean, but they have not 
been moved to take an ac-
tion of this magnitude.”

Mallinckrodt was select-
ed as dean of the college in 
April 2016 and began his 
position last July. He was an 
associate dean and psychol-
ogy professor at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee before 
coming to Western, accord-
ing to the college’s website. 

Leonard said many of 
his colleagues would like to 
see Mallinckrodt removed 
from his position, but the 

decision is ultimately in the 
hands of Carbajal, who the 
dean serves under and re-
ports to.

Johann Neem replaced 
Leonard as chair of the de-
partment on June 24, after 
Leonard’s term ended on 
June 22. Leonard left the 
university to take over as 
chair of the history depart-
ment at Middle Tennessee 
State University.  

“The provost has not for-
mally acknowledged the 
history department’s con-
cerns,” Neem said in a July 
17 email. 

However, Mallinckrodt 

has reached out to Neem 
and stated his determina-
tion to work with the de-
partment during the coming 
year to build confidence, 
Neem said. 

Ancient Near East and 
Mediterranean history pro-
fessor Steven Garfinkle has 
been at Western for 16 years 
and is this year’s recipient 
of the Outstanding Faculty 
Leadership Award. Gar-
finkle created the first draft 
of the history department’s 
statement of no confidence. 

“This isn’t a court pro-
ceeding,” Garfinkle said. 
“We’re not trying to call out 

the dean so much as we are 
trying to make sure that, as 
a department, we still get 
to fulfill our mission, serve 
the students at Western and 
do our job to the best of our 
ability.”

continued from page 1

Read the full story online at 
westernfrontonline.com

Read moRe 
about the dean 

and fuRtheR 
faculty 

conceRns
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Lorin Lindell
Kyra Planetz

The WesTern FronT

E -waste, the largest growing form of 
waste in America, is any electronic de-
vice that is discarded by its user. This 

could range from a broken pair of headphones 
or an old phone charger to a TV or a microwave.

Only 12.5 percent of old electronics are re-
cycled — 20 to 50 million metric tons end up 
in landfills worldwide. Many people don’t real-
ize the environmental impact of throwing these 
items in the trash. 

After two years of research and planning, the 
first official draft of the Sustainability Action 
Plan was submitted Friday, July 21, to Western 
President Sabah Randhawa in the hopes of hav-
ing an official plan agreed upon by the adminis-
tration before the start of fall quarter.

The plan consists of 10 chapters including 
transportation, student life, housing, dining, 
grounds maintenance and waste. The waste 
chapter of the Sustainability Action Plan touch-
es on e-waste.

However, the options for disposing e-waste 
on campus are limited. The only place to recycle 
electronics on campus is a bin tucked away in 
the Western Associated Students Bookstore.

According to Western’s Electronic Waste pol-
icy, many electronic items, including computer 
components and accessories, contain toxic ma-
terials such as lead, cadmium and mercury that 
can harm the earth when tossed in the garbage. 
The policy states: “Broken or obsolete items 
cannot be thrown into the trash or the toxic 
materials can leak out and contaminate the sur-
rounding area, eventually making their way into 
our air, food, or water.”

It is through reusing and recycling electron-
ics that these toxins stay out of our landfills, 
protecting not only our own health, but the en-
vironment as well. 

“We’re an electronic society. Everybody has a 
computer, they all die. That’s the nature of elec-
tronics,” said Paul Zemler, the manager of Safe 
& Easy Recycling, an e-waste disposal company 
in Bellingham.

Despite technological advances in recent 
years, many are unaware of how to dispose of 
their electronics, or even what constitutes e-
waste.

Senior geography major Christian Berres said 
he was unaware of the correct way to dispose of 
e-waste and didn’t know where to take his waste 
in Bellingham, so he threw it in the trash.

“I usually only throw stuff away once it’s 
broken. Otherwise, I try to pass it on if I can,” 
Berres said.

In a society that constantly replaces the old 
with the new, it’s no wonder so much e-waste 
is being produced. Peter Miterko, a graduate 
student in anthropology, agreed with Zemler.

“In this hyperconsumption day and age, 
when people are exchanging softwares [that 
are] in this year and out the next, I think it’s 
super critical for a university that drives that 
kind of innovation to have resources for 
the proper disposal of [e-waste],” Mi-
terko said.

Western’s Zero Waste coordinator Gwen 
Larned said the Sustainability Action Plan was 
written by Western faculty and included stu-

dent input.
“I know one of the big goals 

was reducing how much waste 
we’re producing,” Larned 

said. “We always recycle electronics owned by 
Western, and we always try to refurbish them 
first.”

Dave Keeney, a safety officer for Western’s 
Environmental Health & Safety program, dis-
cussed the university’s policy on reusing and 
recycling its e-waste. 

“When an item is no longer needed by a cam-
pus entity, it is collected and evaluated for re-
use as part of the University surplus program. If 
possible, the item is reused elsewhere on cam-
pus,” Keeney said in an email. 

Items that are beyond repair or outdated are 
sent to a recycling facility in California, where 
they are separated into parts that can be reused. 

But for students wishing to recycle their old 
technology, campus doesn’t have many options. 
Although there is one e-waste bin located at the 
entrance of the bookstore, recycling large items 
requires going off campus. 

E-cycle Washington, a statewide program 
that allows residents and small businesses to 
recycle some unwanted electronics for free, is 
supported by several businesses in Whatcom 
County. 

Safe & Easy Recycling is one recycling option 
and has been serving the Bellingham area for 
the past nine years. Its main facility, located on 
Hannegan Road, Safe & Easy collects old tech-
nology and recycles it while selling refurbished 
electronics in store.

As a collection site, Safe & Easy transports e-
waste to a processing plant in Mukilteo, which 
then extracts valuable materials and sells them 
to manufacturers, Zemler said.  

Susanna Hamilton, Western’s Sustainability 
Action Plan coordinator, encourages students 
who are passionate about the management of e-
waste to reach out to the university’s Office of 
Sustainability and Zero Waste program because 
they are always looking for new ways to inform 
the student body on the issue.  

To learn more about e-waste and for a com-
plete list of Bellingham businesses participating 
in the E-cycle Washington program, visit www.
whatcomcounty.us/865/Electronic-Waste. 
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Western alum paints largest 
mural in Washington state

Joely Johnson
The WesTern FronT

Bellingham’s art scene grew ex-
ponentially with the addition 
of the largest mural in Wash-

ington state. 
The mural that previously claimed 

this title, “Remembrance Wall” in Van-
couver, Washington, is 630 feet long, 
according to the Clark County Mural 
Society, and about 9 feet tall, making 
it around 6,037 square feet. However, 
Bellingham’s newest mural on the 
back wall of Dewey Griffin Subaru on 
Iowa Street is 330 feet in length. The 
building's height ranges from 25 to 27 
feet tall, with the mural covering over 
8,200 square feet in total.

This mural is one of many in this 
artist’s style. Each of his pieces feature 
vibrant colors and quirky creatures, 
and every one is vastly different from 
the next. But they all have one thing in 
common, a simple signature: “henry.” 

That is the pseudonym for the art-
ist Ryan Henry Ward, who grew up in 
Montana and later went on to study 
at Western. He crafted his own major 
through the Fairhaven College of In-
terdisciplinary Studies. Ward’s degree 
combined writing, art and storytelling 
for children, according to his website. 

Ward said attending school at West-
ern helped him to develop as an artist. 

“I developed my belief in creativity. I 
think that's the main thing that college 
helped me with; the solid foundation 
that I am a creative force of the uni-
verse, that I am an artist,” Ward said. 

Ward currently resides in Seattle, 
where he has painted more than 180 
murals around the city. 

Tanya McKinney, who handles mar-
keting and digital media at Dewey Grif-
fin Subaru, said painting the mural was 
owner Dick Meyer’s way of giving back 
to the community.

“It’s a 54,000-square-foot building, 
and it’s quite a footprint. We’ve been 
here since 1957, and [the mural] was 
his way of saying thank you for letting 
us take such a large footprint,” McKin-
ney said.

And with a large footprint, comes a 
large mural.

“It’s about the size of a football field 
in length,” McKinney said.

Despite its size, Ward was able to 
complete the mural at a rapid pace. 

“I think he worked really quickly,” 
McKinney said. “I would say [he took] 
about three weeks to a month.”

The mural catches the eye of onlook-
ers with its bright colors and cartoon-
like animals living out a typical Pacific 
Northwest lifestyle, per the request of 
Dewey Griffin Subaru.

“We wanted something to represent 
the Pacific Northwest,” McKinney said. 
“That’s why there’s a bunch of animals 
everywhere. You know, that sort of 
thing. Just the Pacific Northwest and 
Washington and what our community 
is about.” 

Although Ward was given guide-
lines, McKinney said the final product 
is representative of his own creative 
freedom. 

As a former Bellingham resident, 
Ward understood what Dewey Griffin 
Subaru wanted when the staff asked 
for something representative of the Pa-
cific Northwest.

“My idea was to paint stuff that 
was Bellingham, stuff that people who 
drive Subarus like to do,” Ward said. “I 
based it around activities like camping, 
skiing and snowboarding — kinda out-
door recreation.” 

Ward also did a small-scale project 
on the inside of Dewey Griffin Subaru 
as well. He transformed the once blank 
playroom into a scene filled with his 
classic henry-style cartoon creatures. 

“He did a nice job,” McKinney said. 
“He really transformed the space into 
something just amazing.” 

Henry’s murals are not only for the 
eyes of car shoppers, though. Many 
Western students have witnessed other 
works by the muralist in their everyday 
lives. 

Sophomore and computer science 
major Martin Smith sees henry murals 
often in Seattle. 

“Every time I go out, I can expect 
to see something with his name on it,” 

Smith said. “They are everywhere and 
nowhere, you just have to be on the 
lookout.”

Sophomore May Killorin agrees the 
sporadic appearances of henry’s mu-
rals is just a part of the viewer experi-
ence.

“Even just driving somewhere, you 
can easily see one of them and be like, 
‘Oh, that’s one of his pieces. That’s 
weird, that’s funny that’s there,’” Kil-
lorin said. “They’re everywhere like 
that, but kind of spread out at the same 
time.” 

Smith has a specific favorite that he 
sees every day, near his home. 

“It’s a bunch of wacky creatures in a 
bar. There’s a big pink walrus playing 
pool,” Smith said. “Who comes up with 
that kind of stuff?” 

Killorin said she thinks Ward’s con-
nection to Western could give students 
pursuing unconventional degrees en-
couragement that they can be success-
ful in the real world. 

“That makes me feel like even the 
people who do artsy stuff at Western 
can actually do the art stuff they do out 
in the world, or in bigger cities like Se-
attle,” Killorin said. 

Ward said he believes there are no 
limitations to what students can and 
can’t do.

“I would say you can do anything 
you want in this world,” Ward said. 
“You just have to be willing to put the 
hard work in, nothing’s coming easy. If 
you’re willing to work for it, you can do 
anything.” 

Bellingham’s new henry addition 
has attracted some Western students 
interested in the arts. 

“I actually went and looked at the 
mural the moment I heard it was 
done,” Smith said. “It made me feel 
like I was at home. I’m really happy it’s 
there.” 

Smith’s appreciation is exactly what 
Dewey Griffin Subaru was hoping for 
when the staff decided to have the mu-
ral painted. 

“People love it, absolutely love it, ” 
McKinney said. “And I’m so glad be-
cause that’s kind of the idea.” 

Seattle-based artist, henry, came back to Bellingham to create expansive mural

henry's mural on the back of Dewey Griffin Subaru on Iowa Street. // Photo by Dan Thomas

your e-waste
Waste created from old electronics can have detrimental effects on the environment, e ven though our society continues 

to use more and more technology, few understand how to properly dispose of their electronic waste

E-waste at Safe & Easy Recycling. // Photo by Dan Thomas

The only place to recycle electronics 
on campus is a bin tucked away in the 
Western Associated Students Book-
store. // Photo by Kevin Lake

Paul Zemler is the manager of Safe & 
Easy Recycling, an e-waste disposal 
company in Bellingham. // Photo by Dan 
Thomas

Some e-waste is broken down to be 
recycled, while other parts are shipped 
off to be reused. // Photo by Dan Thomas
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Federal student aid faces 2018 cuts
Mary Boynton

The WesTern FronT

The U.S. Department of Education 
2018 budget plan, released this spring, 
proposes to eliminate or reduce fund-
ing for more than 30 programs, includ-
ing a few that are crucial resources for 
some Western students paying tuition. 
The proposed budget is still awaiting 
approval from Congress.

“Approximately two out of every 
three Western students receives some 
form of financial aid through grant, 
scholarship, employment or loan pro-
grams,” Paul Cocke, university direc-
tor of communications and marketing, 
said in an email. 

The department plans to cut the 
Federal Work Study program funding 
by 49 percent, increase the loan repay-
ment cap from 10 to 12.5 percent and 
cut all funding for the Federal Supple-
mental Educational Opportunity Grant 
program.

The budget plan proposes to de-
crease funding for the Work Study pro-
gram by almost half, from $1.1 billion in 
2017 to $553.7 million in 2018, accord-
ing to the budget plan summary. Dur-
ing the 2015-16 school year, there were 
228 Western students employed part-
time through the Work Study program 
to help pay for tuition, Cocke said. 

Ashleigh Bobovski spent two years 
as an undergraduate student at West-
ern employed under Work Study and 
said without the program, paying for 
college would have been impossible. 

The Work Study program gave Bob-
ovski the opportunity to work with 
various academic departments at the 
university and she said it gave her a 
gateway for her future career.

Babovski said she doesn’t know how 
she would have paid for college had she 
not been offered the Work Study pro-
gram, because in Bellingham it’s hard 
to find an off-campus job due to the 
large amount of college students.

“Each year, the different financial 
aid that I had decreased, and the work 
study was what I used to help pay for 
everything,” Bobovski said. “I’m the 
oldest of five children, so my parents 
weren’t able to help me.”

If the budget plan is approved, West-
ern’s estimated total loss in student aid 
will be $2,131,681, according to the Na-
tional Association of Student Financial 

Aid Administrators (NASFAA) website.
Stephen Payne, assistant director 

of federal relations for NASFAA said 
the administrators were particularly 
troubled by the size and scope of the 
proposed cuts to federal student aid in 
Betsy DeVos' budget proposal.

“NASFAA and our members feel 
that investment in student aid are in-
vestments in the future prosperity of 
the nation,” Payne said. “Federal stu-
dent aid programs provide access so 
that students can pursue a meaningful 
degree and thereby contribute in many 
ways to the economy.”

The Department of Education’s plan 
is to simplify funds for education in or-
der to save $143 billion over the course 
of ten years, according to the budget 
plan summary.

Payne said NASFAA does not sup-
port cuts to student aid, regardless of 
the policy idea regarding simplification.

In the past, Western has received ap-
proximately half a million dollars in the 
Federal Supplemental Educational Op-
portunity Grant from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education on an annual basis, 
Cocke said. In the 2015-16 school year 
Western disbursed a total of $38.5 mil-
lion in grant and waiver programs, and 
the grant represented $603,212 of that 
amount. 

If the budget plan were to be ap-
proved, it is estimated that Western 
would lose $689,616 in grant aid for 
Federal Supplemental Educational Op-
portunity Grant, a program that 2,885 
Western students used this past year, 
Payne said.

Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant is a program to help 

undergraduate students with excep-
tional financial need and is awarded by 
the university’s financial aid office to se-
lect students who need it most, accord-
ing to the Federal Student Aid website. 
This grant does not have to be repaid.

A student eligible for the program 
can receive anywhere between $100 
and $4,000 per year depending on the 
individual’s financial need and circum-
stances. 

The 2018 budget plan proposes to 

eliminate the funding for the Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportu-
nity Grant because “it’s largely duplica-
tive of the Pell Grant program.” How-
ever, according to the Federal Student 
Aid website, the Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant works 
differently from the Pell Grant, in that 
it provides aid to every eligible student 
and does not have to be repaid in the 
future.

The U.S. Department of Education 
gives a specific amount of opportu-
nity grant funds to each participating 
school, and once all of the funds have 
been awarded to eligible students no 
other awards can be given that year, un-
like the Pell Grant which can be award-
ed to a student year round. 

“Although Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant isn’t 
one of our larger grant programs, it is 
nonetheless an important resource for 
approximately 2,800 Western students 
with exceptional financial need who re-
ceive these funds,” Cocke said.

According to the College Success 
Foundation, 10.7 percent of low-in-
come students in the U.S. will graduate 
from college, compared to 80 percent 
of high-income students.

“It helps probably the most at-risk 
group of college students, and it’s a way 
for students to gain some important 
connections that can help them in their 
future careers,” Bobovski said.

The budget plan proposes to create 
one repayment plan to pay back loans, 
while in the past there has been more 
than one option for students to pay 
their debt after graduation.

By requesting to eliminate the stan-
dard repayment cap of 10 percent of 
one’s discretionary income, the repay-
ment cap is proposed to be 12.5 percent 
of one’s discretionary income paid each 
month. 

Cocke agrees that financial aid and 
grants is essential to making higher 
education more accessible. 

“Additional funding is needed to 
make college more affordable, improve 
access and increase persistence to grad-
uation,” Cocke said. “Preferably aid that 
does not require repayment with pres-
ervation of subsidized loan programs 
and student debt forgiveness for bor-
rowers who enter public service.”

Budget proposed by U.S. Department of Education under President Trump and Betsy DeVos 
would mean an estimated loss of over $2 million in aid for Western students

Federal aid losses Western will face with the 2018 budget plan.
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Bellingham bridge honoring Confederate general needs name change
Monuments honoring the Confederacy are still 

widespread across the country, but whether they should 
remain has become an important topic of discussion.

Bellingham’s Pickett Bridge was first built in 1857, 
running over Whatcom Creek on Dupont Street. It was 
originally built for military purposes by George E. Pick-
ett while he was a U.S. Army officer. He later became 
Confederate major general in the Civil War.

Amid national debates over what to do with 
Confederate monuments, cities like New Orleans 
have made the decision to remove theirs.

“It is self-evident that these men did not fight 
for the United States of America. They fought 
against it,” New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
said in a speech from 2015. “They may have been 
warriors, but in this cause they were not patriots.”

The Civil War remains a pinnacle of Ameri-
ca’s racist history. Having a bridge named after a 
Confederate general clearly shows a disrespect for 
people of color and those who have fought, and 
continue to fight, against racial inequality in this 
country. A change needs to be made.

Pickett, who resided in Washington and 
headed the construction of Fort Bellingham prior 
to the Civil War, returned to his home state of Vir-
ginia to fight for the Confederacy. Toward the end 
of the Civil War, Pickett ordered the hanging of 
22 Confederate troops who had shifted over to the 
Union’s side.

The hangings triggered a war crime inves-
tigation against Pickett, leading him to flee the 
country to Canada.

“During the Civil War, Pickett was appalled 
by the notion of freeing slaves and arming black 
men to fight,” historian Lesley Gordon told the 
The Bellingham Herald in 2015.

This is the person Bellingham has continued 
to honor by leaving his name attached to the bridge: a 
man who betrayed his country to fight to defend racism 
and the inhumane practice of slavery in America, and 
a coward who fled from his crimes instead of living up 
to his wrongdoings. Those who argue that Pickett de-
serves to be honored as a Bellingham historical figure 
are disregarding the harm done by glorifying those who 
support such ideals.

However, a change cannot be made unless the peo-
ple of Bellingham decide to stand against the glorifica-
tion of prominent Confederate figures.

In the past, the City Council has changed Colum-
bus Day to Coast Salish Day, and Indian Street to Billy 
Frank Jr. Street in order to honor Bellingham’s indig-
enous communities.

Right now the Bellingham City Council needs to 

take leadership.
Councilmember Terry Bornemann sponsored the 

renaming of Billy Frank Jr. Street, but when he was 
asked to comment on renaming the Pickett Bridge he 
said he had not thought about it and would not develop 
a position until the issue is brought to the council.

Incumbent and 2nd Ward Council candidate Gene 

Knutson, 6th Ward Council candidate Quenby Peterson 
and Council at-large candidate Eric Bostrom also re-
fused to take a position on the issue.

Incumbent and 4th Ward Council candidate Pinky 
Vargas and incumbent and Council at-large candidate 
Roxanne Murphy were contacted via email twice and 
three times respectively  since July 5. Murphy was also 
contacted by phone three times and was left two voice-
mails, while Vargas was called twice. Councilmember 
April Barker was left two voicemails and three emails. 
Councilmember Dan Hammill was also emailed once 
and called twice over a six-day period. The Western 
Front did not receive a response to our questions from 
any of these representatives. 

Incumbent Council President Michael Lilliqu-
ist said that he would keep the Pickett Bridge’s name 

to preserve the history of the bridge, arguing that the 
bridge is not there to honor Pickett. Lilliquist suggested 
remaking the sign to record that he fought for American 
slavery.

“Treat him not as hero or as villain, but as the per-
son of his times that he was,” Lilliquist said in an email. 
“Record the truth, all of it.”

We understand the importance of preserv-
ing history, whether the history is good or bad, 
but the current Pickett Bridge holds no historical 
significance to the City of Bellingham. Accord-
ing to the Bellingham Herald, the original bridge 
that was constructed by Pickett for military pur-
poses in 1857 was replaced in 1920 by the current 
one. Now it only stands as a monument to honor 
Pickett. 

Remaking the sign to record his true history 
would do nothing to remove the message that 
Bellingham thinks a Confederate general is wor-
thy to be honored in monument form.

Council at-large candidate Jean Layton op-
poses the current name of the Pickett Bridge, and 
suggested renaming the bridge to honor the en-
gineers who built it.

“[Pickett’s] actions after settling Fort Bell-
ingham are problematic and horrific,” Layton 
said in an email to The Western Front. “There is 
another location in Bellingham, his home, that 
also carries his name. I’d like to see an interpre-
tive sign placed there that gives all of his history, 
not just the socially acceptable version of him.”

The Pickett House, where Pickett lived when 
he resided in Bellingham, is listed under the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, and is there-
fore protected by the government, seen as a place 
worthy of preservation. The Pickett Bridge is not.

It is important that we are not honoring 
those who fought for racism and slavery in this day 
and age where we should be supporting disadvantaged 
groups and fostering diversity. If the Pickett Bridge’s 
name does not change, the City of Bellingham is send-
ing an extremely damaging message to its people. It’s 
a message that not only perpetuates racist ideals, but 
monuments to them in the form of a bridge that many 
residents drive across on a day-to-day basis.

We should name our public landmarks after role 
models that we aspire to be and people we want our 
children to follow. Not the first colonial settler to lay 
claim to it.

The people of Bellingham need to stand up against 
these racist ideals and vote in this upcoming election, 
as well as contact their government officials in order to 
incite change. 

Viking Voices
Should Western's administration be more transparent about its decisions with the student body?

Hannah Jones
Environmental science

Senior
“I know this past year there has 
been a lot of questioning around 

sexual assault on campus. It seemed 
like there wasn’t much change. The 

administration should be more 
transparent in what actions they will 
take, rather than what they say they 

will do but never follow up on.” 

Compiled by Sophia Cunningham

Rae Montgomery
Art history and theatre

Senior
“On one hand, I do agree that they 
should be transparent. At the same 
time, I understand there’s certain 

things that they shouldn’t tell us be-
cause it puts other people and things 
in jeopardy because there’s informa-
tion that they have to know that we 

can’t for public safety reasons.” 

Andy Gibbs
General studies

Senior
“I don’t think it’s a lack of transpar-

ency that’s going on. I think it’s a 
lack of student motivation of try-
ing to figure out what’s going on, 
more than anything. If a student 

has a problem with something they 
should do something about it. A lot 
of things are more accessible than 

one would think.”

Clare Casey
Art education and 

interdisciplinary studies
Junior

“Yeah, I don’t really hear a lot about 
it, and I feel like it isn’t a topic of 

discussions even though it regulates 
our entire life and all our systems. 
They should be more transparent 
and straightforward, and if we ask 
for information they should give it 

to us.”

COUNCIL	  
MEMBERS/CANDIDATES

RENAME	  
BRIDGE

KEEP	  BRIDGE	  
NAME

DECLINED	  TO	  
COMMENT

CONTACTED	  BUT	  NO	  
RESPONSE

Dan	  Hammill X

Pinky	  Vargas X

Roxanne	  Murphy X

Terry	  Bornemann

I	  have	  not	  given	  it	  any	  
thought,	  but	  if	  it	  

appears	  in	  the	  Council	  I	  
will	  form	  an	  opinion

April	  Barker X

Jean	  Layton
“We	  should	  
rename	  the	  
bridge.”

Quenby	  Peterson
“I	  guess	  I	  don’t	  really	  
have	  a	  statement	  or	  

response.”

“Keep	  his	  name	  on	  
the	  bridge,	  but	  
record	  the	  truth	  of	  
his	  life.”

Michael	  Lilliquist

“Until	  this	  issue	  is	  
brought	  up	  in	  a	  
committee	  meeting,	  I	  
will	  not	  be	  taking	  a	  
position.”

Gene	  Knutson

"I	  have	  NO	  position	  at	  
this	  time."

Eric	  Bostrom

Table by Suzanna Leung

ELLINGHAM FAMILY 

HEALTH CLINIC 

Primary Health Care, Family Practice 
Birth Control, Nexplanon, IUD 

Coughs and Sore Throats 
STI, ADD, UTI, Depression 
Acupuncture, Weight Loss 

Sports & Travel Physicals 
Discounts ~ Call for 

Available o,? Q Details 

Bonnie Sprague, ARNP, Tay Kopanos, ARNP 
Steve Bogert, LAc 

Near WWU 
Convenient Same-Day Appointments 

Most Insurance, Cash Discount 

Call for an Appointment Today! 

{360} 756-9793 
www.BellinghamHealth.com 

Credit: Lauren Drake 

Increased debt per 
student for Direct 
Subsidized Loans 

Source: National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators Budget Effect Estimator Tool 

Amount not awarded 
to adjust Federal Pell 
Grants for inflation 

per student 

Federal Perkins 
Loan funding loss 

per student 
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Men's basketball looks to bounce back

Malia Cantimbuhan
The WesTern FronT

Western men’s basketball 
will be gaining two talented 
guards from California's 
Cerritos College, juniors Mi-
cah Winn and Tyler Payne, 
for the upcoming 2017 sea-
son.

Winn and Payne will be 
joining the Vikings, who 
won the 2016 Great North-
west Athletic Conference 
title with a 17-3 record.

Head coach Tony Domin-
guez said he recruited Winn 
and Payne not only for their 
skill and versatility, but for 
their excitement to be a part 
of Western’s program. 

“They can be starters 
if they need to be starters 
and they can be role guys if 
they need to be role guys,”  
Dominguez said. “They have 
the ability to do both and 
they have the mindsets.” 

Dominguez said because 
Winn and Payne are upper-
classmen, they have a good 
perspective on being team 
players.

Winn was named Cer-
ritos' Most Valuable Player 
and earned First Team All-
South Coast Conference 
honors twice during his 
junior college career. He 
ended his career at Cerritos 

averaging 12.3 points per 
game, after appearing in 57 
games and making 33 starts.

“Micah [Winn] is a very 
gifted scorer with a lot of 
toughness and athleticism.," 
Dominguez said. "[He] is a 
very versatile player and can 
play in multiple spots.” 

Winn, who is from Los 
Angeles, is honored to be 
given the chance to be part 
of Western’s program.

“For me, to be in that 
situation — to be recruited 
by a great coach in a great 
program — I just want to 
go make the best of it and 
have a definite impact,” 
Winn said. “Hopefully, not 
only myself, but the team, 
the community and for ev-
eryone to just be hyped for 
Western basketball and win 
it all. I’m very hungry and I 
can’t wait for the season to 
start.”

Payne, from Long Beach, 
California, was named First 
Team All-South Coast Con-
ference South division. He 
averaged 7.7 points, 2.8 as-
sists and 2.4 rebounds per 
game during his career at 
Cerritos, appearing in 57 
games while making 42 
starts.

“Tyler [Payne] is an old-
er player that brings a lot 
of leadership,” Dominguez 

said. “He’s a point guard, 
so we’re excited about him 
being able to use his point 
guard skills as far as lead-
ing the team, making open 
shots and getting everyone 
involved. And he’s excep-
tional at that.”

Payne was immediately 
drawn into Western’s bas-
ketball program when he 
first visited Bellingham with 
Winn.

“They brought us in and 
treated us like we’ve been a 
part of the program already 
for some years,” Payne said. 
“They’re genuine and every-

body is nice. It’s going to be 
fun playing with them.” 

After Western lost all-
time leading scorer Jeffrey 
Parker, and GNAC Player 
of the Year Taylor Stafford, 
who both graduated in the 
spring, Winn and Payne are 
determined to fill in and do 
whatever it takes to win an-
other championship.

“I want to be able to go as 
far as possible,” Winn said. 
“To win everything, go to re-
gionals, go to nationals and 
make some noise.”

Payne wants the Vikings 
to be ready for some fun and 

exciting games for the next 
two years.

“I want to be able to come 
in and do whatever the 
coach asks of me so we can 
be successful going into ball 
games,” Payne said. “I just 
want to win and do what-
ever it takes to win the most 
games this season. I’m all 
for it.”

The Vikings will be open-
ing the 2017-18 season 
hosting the PacWest/GNAC 
Conference Challenge at 
Sam Carver Gymnasium on 
Nov. 10.

Vikings hope to build off last season's success with the addition of two junior college transfers from California

TOP: Junior Tyler Payne.
BOTTOM: Junior Micah Winn (left) 
Both are transferring to Western from Cerritos 
College in Norwalk, California. // Photos courtesy of 
Cerritos College

Infographic by Lauren Drake

----

~, 
Men's Basketball Season Schedule 

2017-2018 

Friday, November 10 vs. Notre Dame de Namur 

Saturday, November 11 vs. Hawai'i Hilo 

Friday, November 24 vs. UC San Diego 

Saturday, November 25 vs. Capilano 

Thursday, November 30 vs. Concordia 

Saturday, December 2 vs. Western Oregon 

Tuesday, December 12 vs. Cal State East Bay 

Saturday, December 16 vs. Harding, in Honolulu, HI 

Sunday, December 17 vs. Tampa, in Honolulu, HI 

Conference Play Begins on Thursday, December 28 
* All games are at home, unless otherwise specified 

@7:30 pm 

@7:30 pm 

@7:30 pm 

@Spm 

@7 pm 

@7pm 

@7pm 

@ 3:30 pm HT 

@ 5:45 pm HT 


