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Student arrested on suspicion of
second-degree rape in Nash Hall

Julia Berkman
THE WESTERN FRONT

CW: Sexual Assault
A freshman student
was arrested on suspi-
cion of second-degree
rape of a 19-year-old
student at Nash Hall

in the early morning of
Saturday, April 28, ac-
cording to Paul Cocke,
director of communica-
tions and marketing at
Western.

After being arrested
by University Police,
Isaiah William Dowd-

ing-Albrecht, 19, was
booked into Whatcom
County jail that morn-
ing, according to the
jail roster. He was re-
leased on $20,000 bail
Sunday afternoon, ac-
cording to county re-
cords.

The survivor is
working with the Equal
Opportunity Office, ac-
cording to Cocke. In the
meantime, Dowding-
Albrecht is temporar-
ily evicted from Nash
Hall and is temporarily
trespassed from all res-

idence halls. He may
return to campus and
attend classes pending
his investigation from
the EOO, Cocke said.
This story will con-
tinue to be updated as
more information be-
comes available.

Blue Group takes City Hall, advocates for immigrants' rights

Drew Stuart
THE WESTERN FRONT

Undocumented stu-
dents and other sup-
porters took over City
Hall, advocating for
the Bellingham Mu-
nicipal Court to turn
the town into a sanc-
tuary city on Thurs-
day, April 26.

The demonstra-
tion featured students
demanding stronger
protections for undoc-
umented immigrants
in Bellingham. Many
of the protesters were
Western students who
feel their city has not
done enough to pro-
tect its residents.

Blue Group, an
Associated Students
group that supports
undocumented  stu-
dents in their academ-
ic careers at Western,
led the protest. At-
tendees adorned the
steps of City Hall with
signs decrying U.S.
Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement
and supporting immi-
grants’ rights.

Maru Mora-Villalpando, a local immigration activist, addressed the City Council
and her battle with ICE at the demonstration on April 26. // Photo by Drew Stuart

Victoria Matey,
a spokesperson for
Blue Group, said not
enough was being
done for undocument-
ed students and immi-
grants in Bellingham.

“Right now, multi-
ple community mem-
bers are at risk of be-

ing deported,” Matey
said. “City Council
isn’t doing anything
about it.”

Several  speakers
took to the steps with
megaphones in hand.
Matey spoke at length
about the hardships
that come with being
undocumented, as did
other members of Blue
Group, a student from
Whatcom Community
College and more.

Members of the So-
cialist Alternative, a
group from Western,
also attended the pro-
test in support of un-
documented students.

The protest drew
attention to the dan-
gers of border cross-
ing. A monument
outside city hall was

erected for people to
pay their respects to
the migrants who lost
their lives crossing the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Over 400 migrants
died on their journey
to the United States
in 2017, according to a
press release from the
International Organi-
zation for Migration.

In February 2017,
the City Council passed
an ordinance instruct-
ing local police forces
not to enforce federal
immigration laws or
collaborate with ICE.
However, it stopped
short of officially call-
ing Bellingham a sanc-
tuary city.

Many of the pro-
testors felt that this
action was a mistake.

Prior to the ordi-
nance, Matey and fel-
low members of Blue
Group told the City
Council that becom-
ing an official sanctu-
ary city was the best
course of action, ac-
cording to a 2016 Bell-
ingham Herald article.

Cindy Marquina-
Negrete, a Blue Group
member, said their

version of the ordi-
nance would’ve been

better for undocu-
mented immigrants in
Bellingham.

While there is no
concrete legal defini-
tion of what a sanc-
tuary city is, many of
the student protesters

see BLUE GROUP,
page 2
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Western
signs brief
supporting

DACA

Nicole Martinson
THE WESTERN FRONT

Western has signed
onto an amicus brief
challenging the Trump
administration’s ending
of the Deferred Action
for Child Arrivals pro-
gram.

The document, signed
by Western and 70 oth-
er member institutions
of the Presidents’ Alli-
ance on Higher Educa-
tion and Immigration,
opposes the decision to
end DACA.

According to the
brief for “amici curiae”
(submitted with the in-
tent of influencing the
court), the rescinding
of DACA is not only
harmful to the country
but specifically higher
education institutions.
It explains that since
the implementation of
the program, DACA has

see DACA, page 4

g @thefrontonline

1w
g @thefrontonline

n facebook.com/westernfrontonline

Sign up for our weekly newsletter
For all the news you won't find in Western Today

westernfrontonline.com



2 | ROUND-UP

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 2018 | THE WESTERN FRONT

A student takes a nap in the sun at the top of “Stadium Piece” on Monday, April 30. Temperatures in Bell-
ingham are slowly climbing and expected to reach the 70s by the end of the week. // Photo by Kevin Lake
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AS elections begin

Polls have opened for
the Associated Students
board positions.

Voting opened Mon-
day, April 30, and closes
Friday, May
4.

Three  of
the seven po-
sitions are
uncontested,
incuding AS
President, VP for Busi-
ness and Diversity and
VP for Diveristy.

Positions with multi-
ple candidates inlude VP
for Academic Affairs,

VP for Activities, VP for
Governmental  Affairs
and VP for Student Life.
You can vote online at
http://wwu.edu/vote with
your Western
universal log-
in. For more
information
on the can-
didates, visit
westernfron-
tonline.com
If you have any
questions, contact AS
Elections Coordina-
tor Francesca Cruz at
as.elections@wwu.edu

Service and Activities
Fee Committee update

Chelsea Smiley
THE WESTERN FRONT

The Services and Activities
Committee agreed to propose
a 4 percent increase, about $8
per student, to the Services
and Activities Fee at an open
hearing on Tuesday, April 24.

The increase will go to-
ward the Student Loan Fund,
housing, dining and a music
copyright fee.

The Services and Activities
fee would raise from $209.50

per student, per quarter, to
$217.50.

The committee will pre-
pare a document for Melynda
Huskey, vice president for en-
rollment and student services,
to either accept or reject.

The committee can then
appeal the decision before the
Board of Trustees meeting in
June, Sara Wilson, assistant
to the vice president for en-
rollment and student services,
said.

BLUE GROUP

continued from page 1

said they felt formally labeling Bell-
ingham as a sanctuary city would
make them feel safer.

Maru Mora-Villalpando, a local
immigrant-rights activist, spoke at the
protest. Her speech addressed both
the City Council and her battle with
ICE.

“ICE continues destroying our fam-
ilies and our communities,” Mora-Vil-

lalpando said. “They’re relentless.”

ICE was formed in 2003 as a part of
the U.S. Department of Homeland se-
curity. ICE conducted 226,119 remov-
als of immigrants in 2017, according
to its website.

In January 2018, ICE issued Mo-
ra-Villalpando a notice to appear,
marking the beginning of deportation
proceedings against her. Mora-Villal-
pando has lived in the United States
since 1996 and does not have a crimi-
nal record. Her daughter, Josefina

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
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Mora, is a Western student.

Mora-Villalpando said the City
Council needs to adopt stronger mea-
sures to protect not just herself, but all
undocumented residents living in the
city.

The protest came to a close at 1
p.m., but Matey said Blue Group
wouldn’t stop fighting for the rights of
undocumented immigrants living in
the United States.

“I hope people see the urgency in
what is happening,” Matey said.
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Corrections

In last week's issue, on the
students ending homeless-
ness story, Emily Jackson
was improperly credited for
the photos. Grace Parziale
took the photos.

Localizing the opioid epidemic
Experts say services are lacking and addicts are turning to illegal substances

This story is one of a three-part collaborative report on the opioid epidemic by Melissa McCarthy, Rahwa Hailemariam and Ka-

Melissa McCarthy
THE WESTERN FRONT

Editor’s note: Names of
individuals suffering or re-
covering from drug addic-
tion have been changed to
respect their privacy and
protect them from any pos-
sible legal ramifications.

He can’t remember, but
has since been told that he’d
turned a violent shade of blue
as he lay unconscious in the
car on the side of a Belling-
ham road.

Moments before, he had
used heroin for the first time
in weeks, but had adjusted
his intake for his reduced tol-
erance. Something else must
have been cut with the drug.
All he remembers is being ex-
tremely disoriented and real-
izing something was wrong.

The next thing he knew, he
was surrounded by paramed-
ics. He had just received four
shots of naloxone, an emer-
gency treatment in cases of
opioid overdose, to bring him
back from the brink of death.

approximately nine percent
each year for the past four
years. In 2016, 59 percent of
all accidental deaths investi-
gated by the Whatcom Coun-
ty Medical Examiner were
found to be drug overdoses,
up from 50 percent the year
prior.

From 2006 to 2016, the
annual reports consistently
showed that heroin and other
opiates were the leading sub-
stances found in toxicology
reports postmortem, except
for 2007 and 2013 which did
not specify the prevalence of
different types of drugs.

This only includes drug
overdoses found to be acci-
dental. Accidental deaths in-
clude drug overdoses, motor
vehicle accidents, fires, falls,
etc. The Medical Examiner
also investigates suicides, ho-
micides and other suspicious
circumstances of death.

In Bellingham, opiate

abuse differs from the na-
tional narrative. The preva-
lence of heroin on death cer-
tificates illustrates that this

Whatcom County Drug Court coordinators
Glenn Hoyt (left) and Chris Furman (right)
prepare to conduct a urinalysis of a Drug Court
client. // Photo courtesy of Melissa McCarthy

Chase, now age 32, had just
overdosed on heroin cut with
fentanyl.

Not all individuals are as
lucky as Chase. His girlfriend
at the time had dialed 911
and first responders had ar-
rived before Chase was too
far gone.

Overdose deaths in What-
com County have been on
an upward trend in recent
years. Data from the What-
com County Medical Exam-
iner shows that drug over-
dose deaths have been up by

is the leading drug of choice
in Bellingham and Whatcom
County at large. Experts said
the drive to eliminate pre-
scription opioid abuse has
led individuals to seek illicit
alternatives like heroin.

Overdose deaths illustrate
that this problem is growing,
but they only begin to show
the scope of the opioid crisis
manifesting in the Belling-
ham community, which im-
pacts every age, race, gender
and socioeconomic demo-
graphic.

tie Meier. They collectively obtained and analyzed data, and interviewed sources.

Drugs and Death in Whatcom County
2013 2014 2015 2016
Total
Accidental
45 46 50 39 Deaths
14 19 25 23 Accidental
Deaths
Due to
Drugs
Percentage
31% 415% 50% 59%  of Donthe
*Data from Whatcom County Examiners' Office catns
y Due To Drugs
*Data from Whatcom County Medical Examiners Office

County  Councilmember
Todd Donovan said the im-
pacts of opiate addiction are
at the individual level, in the
criminal justice system, in
emergency medical respons-
es, along with many other
implications. On April 10,
the Whatcom County Council
voted unanimously to enter
into a contract to file a law-
suit against Purdue Pharma,
Endo Pharmaceuticals and
Janssen Pharmaceuticals for
their damage to public health.

“A lot of this is a result of
not just the opioid addictions,
but the heroin addictions that
came from the opioid addic-
tions,” Donovan said. “Hope-
fully we’ll get financial re-
sources to fund programs in
response to the addiction cri-
sis that these companies, we
think, are responsible for.”

The lawsuit is being draft-
ed by a Seattle based-firm,
Keller Rohrback L.L.C., and
aims to hold these companies
accountable for the public
health crisis that is accused of
being a direct result of their
marketing strategies which
led to misinformation and
overprescription.

Donovan hopes the public
dollars spent on services to
help treat this public health
crisis will be compensated by
these companies.

In the meantime, funding
toward services and treat-
ment options are present, but
far from meeting the need,
Brian Wilson, manager of
emergency services at St. Jo-
seph Medical Center, said.

“It’s going to get a lot big-
ger before it gets better,” he
speculated.

Infographic by Sophia Greif

Opioid addiction
manifests locally
National headlines charac-
terize opioid use in American
as an epidemic, but that char-
acterization from the mouth
of a struggling addict makes
one truly realize the magni-
tude of the problem.
“It’s an epidemic out here.
It's a full-blown epidemic,”
said Suzanne, a 25-year-old

ADDICTION
SUPPORT
RESOURCES

Alcoholics
Anonymous
360.734.1688

Catholic Community
Services Recovery
Center
360.767.2187

Lummi Chemical
Addiction Recovery
and Education
360.312.2420

Narcotics
Anonymous
360.647.3234

Syringe Services
Program (Whatcom
County Health
Department)
360.778.6100

Whatcom County
Crisis Triage Center
360.676.2020

female who regularly uses
both heroin and metham-
phetamine. She is just enter-
ing Whatcom Drug Court,
where she will be directed
to treatment and long-term
strategies for coping with
substance abuse disorder.
She will also have her drug-
related felony charges ab-
solved upon completion of
this program.

“Some of us are lucky,”
Suzanne said. “We get to go
to Drug Court and get help.
Ending up in jail over and
over, that doesn’t help any-
one.”

Suzanne started using as
a coping method after the
death of her boyfriend.

Yvonne Prouty, spoke care
navigator at Cascade Medical
Advantage and counselor at
Whatcom Community Detox,
said the majority of individu-
als she encounters struggling
or recovering from drug ad-
diction use heroin in combi-
nation with another drug.

Washington State Depart-
ment of Health death reports
shows that the combination
of opiates and methamphet-
amine is extremely common,
as is the combination of opi-
ates and benzodiazepines, a
class of drug often prescribed
for treating anxiety, insomnia
and epilepsy.

Read the full story at
westernfrontonline.
com
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Sexual harassment program aims to educate students and faculty

Isabel Lay
THE WESTERN FRONT

The Equal Opportunity
Office has spearheaded a
sexual harassment pre-
vention training program
which includes a class and
access to Haven, an online
sexual violence and harass-
ment training.

Haven, which Western
started requiring for faculty
and students in 2015, was
created in 2013 by EverFi,
an education technology
company. It was introduced
as a way for campuses to
educate students on sexual
harassment and promote
prevention.

Rob Buelow is the vice
president of prevention ed-
ucation for EverFi.

“We worked with the na-
tion’s leading prevention
experts to base the course
on research and best prac-
tices, specifically bystand-
er intervention and social
norms,” Buelow said in an

email. “It’s great to see such
strong results in these ar-
eas, given their importance
to prevention.”

In addition to Haven,
the Equal Opportunity Of-
fice also implemented a
mandatory two-hour in-
person training session for
faculty. L.K. Langley, man-
ager of Equal Opportunity
Programs, leads the train-
ing.

“Sometimes, doing good
trainings, in some ways,
means that reports go up,
because people are coming
from a lifetime of accultur-
ation that influences how
we engage and think about
these issues,” Langley said.

Langley said in an email
that people become more
aware of their rights, re-
porting responsibilities,
and where to go for assis-
tance.

As for which is more ef-
fective, the class or train-
ing, Langley said that both
were equally valuable and
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The prevention and wellness center offers pamphlets and resources to
students on Tuesday, April 24. // Photo by Roisin Cowan-Kuist

offered different kinds of
education.

“We've gotten a lot of
feedback over the years,
especially from faculty

who say, ‘I kind of came
begrudgingly to this and I

99

actually got a lot out of it,
they said.

Read the full story at westernfrontonline.com

Academic dishonesty at Western: is there a solution?

This story is one of a three-part collaborative report on academic dishon-
esty by James Egaran, Logan Portteus and Hailey Palmer. They collectively
obtained and analyzed data, and interviewed sources.

James Egaran
THE WESTERN FRONT

A professor has a box of
tissues nearby as they wait
for the student to walk into
their office. The conversation
is going to be painful for both
of them and the student may
end up crying because they
fear it will affect their lives
negatively.

After the student arrives
and sits down, the professor’s
office becomes filled

and 36 reports of zero on the
exam.

From the enrollment data
provided by Assistant Direc-
tor of Institutional Research
Sharon Schmidtz by public
records request, the aca-

demic dishonesty data was
organized by department, by
type of cheating. From there,
the enrollment data helped
determine what the top five
departments were by rate
percentage per enrollment

data and Academic Dishon-
esty Incident Reports were
obtained by a public records
request through Western. Ac-
cording to the data from aca-
demic years 2012-18, the top
five methods of cheating were
159 reports of plagiarism, 106
reports of cheated on test,
94 reports of unauthorized
collaboration, 86 reports of
submitted another student’s
work and 39 reports of unau-
thorized resources.

When an aca-

with feelings of anx-
iety. It is a position
no college student
should ever want to
be in. A conversa-
tion of cheating.

“Once I see the
fear in their eyes, I
try to frame it as a
learning opportuni-
ty,” Environmental
Studies  Associate
Professor Rebekah
Paci-Green said.

At Western, aca-
demic dishonesty
rates have been
continuously  ris-
ing from the academic years
2012-17, according to the
academic dishonesty reports
from Melinda Assink, assis-
tant to the provost and sec-
retary for the Academic Hon-
esty Board.

In the 2012-17 academic
years, the overall total of
consequences given was 515.
The top three consequences
were 206 reports of 0 on the
assignment, 114 reports of F
as a final grade in the course

demic  dishon-
esty report is
filed against a
student, it is up
to the student
to decide to ap-
peal it or not.
From a profes-
sor’s  perspec-
tive, it requires
filing a report,
meeting with the
student and go-
ing through an
uncomfortable
conversation

amount.

From academic years
2000-17 the top five depart-
ments with the academic
dishonesty highest rates are
finance and marketing, com-

puter science, journalism,
math and environmental
studies.

The academic dishonesty

about the assign-
ment or exam
on which they have been ac-
cused of cheating on.

There are different rea-
sons why a student decides
to cheat on an assignment or
exam. It can be due to stress,
not being prepared or simply
the student is just plain being
lazy.

Read the full story at westernfrontonline.com

DACA
continued from page 1

benefited thousands of uni-
versities and students.

Western President Sabah
Randhawa signed on as a
member of the Presidents’ Al-
liance a few months after up-
dating Western’s diversity-re-
lated initiatives, according to
the President’s Office website.

“Western, like many other
institutions, is greatly en-
riched by the contributions
our undocumented students
make to campus life, and we
are committed to helping
them be successful,” President
Randhawa said in a Western
Today article.

According to the amicus
brief, after DACA was re-
scinded in September and the
district court ordered the pro-
gram be maintained, multiple
lawsuits were filed challeng-
ing the government’s original
decision to end DACA. Col-
lectively and under the Presi-
dents’ Alliance on Higher Edu-
cation and Immigration, more
than 70 university and college
leaders signed onto the brief to
support those challenging the
end of DACA.

The brief provides insight to
the court on the decisions sur-
rounding DACA. According
to the brief, “DACA students
contribute immeasurably to
our campuses... to campus
diversity, a key component of
the educational experience...
[the] rescission of DACA will
harm American colleges and
universities.”

Miriam Feldblum, execu-
tive director at the Presidents’
Alliance, said she sees DACA
recipients as an integral popu-
lation of student bodies. As
the program allows students
to access this education while

working, she said it opens
doors that those students
wouldn’t have otherwise.

“The integral role that
DACA plays is that it enables
a larger number of Dreamer
students to actually access
higher education, to be able to
stay at colleges and universi-
ties because they can work,”
Feldblum said.

When the goal is to have
access to education for all, she
said, DACA is vital to our com-
munities.

“I think that there is a great
urgency across the country for
students, faculty and staff to
pay attention to the contribu-
tions of immigrants on college
campuses and in our commu-
nities,” she said.

Western students also
see the urgency to immerse
themselves in a diverse and
accepting culture. Sophomore
Kris Tsuchiyama agrees with
Western signing onto a cause
that helps “more people try to
make this country better.”

“Western students should
care [about the brief] because,
as students, we do get a lot out
of being a campus that sup-
ports Dreamers. I think a big
thing that Western signing
onto the briefing does is that it
shows we are now advocating
with Dreamers,” Tsuchiyama
said.

Feldblum said supporting
these students can be done
by increasing awareness and
resources. She said that when
you explain “why this program
really matters,” you should
bring in research and narra-
tive to the benefits of the pro-
gram.

“The question of immigra-
tion itself is such a high prior-
ity. Not just for higher educa-
tion, but really for the United
States,” Feldblum said.
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Allegiant Airlines faces criticism for aircraft failures

Studies show Allegiant planes are over three times more likely to have serious in-flight mechanical problems

Alyssa Bruce
The Western Front

Allegiant Airlines, one of
the primary flight providers
at the Bellingham Inter-
national Airport, is facing
scrutiny from customers,
Congress and manufacturing
professionals after years of
consistent delays and safety
concerns.

Over the last two years,
the low-cost carrier has had
more than 100 significant
mechanical incidents, includ-
ing hydraulic leaks, exposure
to dangerous fumes in the
cabin and mid-air engine
failures, according to their
safety records.

Peter Haug, a Western
professor and the director of
the manufacturing and sup-
ply chain management de-
partment, said this company
produces profits and keeps
ticket prices down by flying
older, used aircrafts.

Haug said it can be rea-
sonably affordable to re-
model the interior of a plane,
making the aircraft seem as
good as new to the regular
traveler.

“As long as you have a
new interior, bright colors,
new side panels, new seats,
you think, ‘oh this is like
a brand new plane,” but it
probably is not,” Haug said.

Allegiant planes have
been over three times more
likely to have serious in-flight
mechanical failures than
other companies, according
to safety records filed with
the Flight Aviation Adminis-
tration.

These planes on average
are 22.9 years old, meaning
they use the fourth-oldest
planes of any commercial
fleet internationally, accord-
ing to flight crash documents.

Haug said he was sur-
prised the FAA has seen
these statistics and not done
a further investigation into
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how Allegiant is operating
their maintenance to inspire
any sort of change. The FAA
did investigate Allegiant in
2016, but their investigation
ended with no major enforce-
ment actions, according to
Mike Hogan, the administra-
tor of public affairs for the
Port of Bellingham.

“Allegiant has been servic-
ing Bellingham International
Airport for nearly 14 years
with no major safety events
at the airport,” Hogan said.
He also said Bellingham
is ranked first for on-time
performance with Allegiant
Airlines.

Yet customers remain un-
happy with Allegiant Airlines.
Senior Kailee Hickey said
she will never fly Allegiant
again after a bad experience
in 2013.

“We went through four
planes,” Hickey said. “We
were delayed, I believe, five
hours. They kept saying we
were having mechanical is-
sues and then they did not
have the flight crew. It was
nuts. Who does that?”

Hickey said her family was
not given any compensation
for their inconvenience.

“I really hope they have
changed over time because
it really scared my family,”
Hickey said.

Statistics show that the
company has not improved
their operations since
Hickey’s experience.

Within a 48-hour period
in July, 11 aircrafts leaving
Las Vegas faced delays or
cancellations, according to
flight records.

“Allegiant’s planes are
older. They are going to
take more work,” Haug said.
“What is the qualifications of
the mechanics? Are they real-
ly that well-trained to be able
to predict when a particular
component might need to be
replaced, or do they have to
always wait until it fails?”
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broke down
at least once

Nearly half of
Allegiant
planes were
forced to land
due to
mechanical
errors.

Know Before You Fly

*Tampa Bay Times analysis of records from the U.S DOT
and FlightAware

86
total
planes

In 2012

Allegiant
planes were
four times
more likely to

make unexpected landings
due to mechanical

problems than other
U.S. airlines.

In 1996 a commercial
plane with a company by the
name of ValueJet crashed
into the Everglades after a
maintenance contractor mis-
handled oxygen generators,
leading to an ignition in the
cargo area. The crash killed
all 110 passengers and crew
members, according to CBS.

CBS’s program “60 Min-
utes” revealed that Maurice
J. Gallagher, the same man
who once owned ValuJet
before its devastation, now
owns and operates Allegiant
Airlines.

Along with mechanical
and maintenance problems,
Allegiant is facing judgment
for their recent decision to
fire pilot Jason Kinzer.

Kinzer was told to hold
off on an emergency evacu-
ation of his aircraft but
deployed emergency shoots
and continued evacuation
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Infographic by Sophia Grief

anyways as he followed safety
protocol upon seeing smoke
in his engine. He was fired six
weeks later for his actions,
according to CBS.

A “60 Minutes” segment
brought in John Goglia to
get his opinion on these
incidents. Goglia served as
presidential appointee on
the National Transportation
Safety Board for nine years.

“I hate to make com-
parisons, but we’ve seen that
before in airlines that are
no longer with us that had
experienced a number of ac-
cidents and killed a bunch of
people,” Goglia said. “I don’t
want to repeat that, so I try to
push on Allegiant to clean up
their operation.”

Haug looked at statistics,
customer complaints and
maintenance records in com-
plete awe.

“I was surprised they have

Call 877-714-1149

Bellingham ¢ Mount Vernon « Friday Harbor

mbpp.org

not had a fatal accident,”
Haug said.

Senator Bill Nelson of
Florida is demanding the
Department of Transporta-
tion conduct an audit of the
FAA’s enforcement practices
following frustration in the
Allegiant Airlines case.

Meanwhile, Congressmen
Rick Larsen, Peter Defazio
and Luis Gutierrez have
requested an explanation
of what the department is
going to do to be sure these
encounters do not continue,
according to NBC.

There have been no fatal
cases or crashes in Allegiant
Airlines planes. Last year
Allegiant Airlines flew 12
million passengers on 99
different planes to 120 des-
tinations, according to their
records.

Long Acting, Reversible Contracepion
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Lummi artist donates 15-acre island retreat to Western
B el

E
&

Ann Morris, creator of the bronze sculptures in the "Sculpture Woods," donated her forested property to Western,
which will be used to enrich the university's creative and artistic learning. // Photo courtesty of Mark Brovak

Ali Raetz
The Western Front

Western has been gifted
a donation of 15-acres of
retreat space and forested
land on Lummi Island from a
renowned sculpture artist.

Ann Morris, the creator of
the bronze sculptures that in-
habit the tranquil forest sur-
rounding her studio, is do-
nating her forested property
known as “Sculpture Woods”
to the Western Washington
University Foundation.

Western will sustain Mor-

*

ris’ creations, maintain the
landscape and use the space
to enrich the university’s
creative and artistic learn-
ing, according to a pamphlet
made by the Western Wash-
ington University Founda-
tion.

The pamphlet said the
space on Lummi Island will
be used as an alternative
learning environment, as
well as a place to hold schol-
arly activities, recitals and
retreats for Western students
and special guests.

Kit Spicer, the dean of

¥

Western’s college of fine and
performing arts, has been a
key figure in making this do-
nation possible for Western.
“Everyone that I've talked
with that’s been [to Sculpture
Woods] feels that this is a
special place for creativity,”
Spicer said. “You can just feel
creative energy in the land,
the woods, the sculptures,
the structured studio. Every-
one has been delighted by
the whole idea of this.”
While the space is not yet
fully operational, Western
plans to experiment with

ﬁi O S

: U\\..ﬂ&ud‘ S .
The bronze scultptures that inhabit the Lummi Island space were 1nsp1red by the
"forested land of mist and rain." // Photo courtesy of Mark Brovak

small events, Spicer said.

Morris is a notable artist
whose unique work has been
shown all across the country.

In an essay to the Muse-
um of Northwest Art, Morris
said she finds inspiration
for her bronze sculptures of
humans from “the forested
land of mist and rain, where
ravens rule and bones wash
up on beaches.”

She said she is especially
fascinated with bones, which
can be seen in many of her
art pieces.

According to a Western

Today article, Morris said,
“Sculpture Woods has been
in the making since 1995.
The studio, in its quiet
natural setting, has been the
home of my creative work.
What has emerged is a place
where my art lives and more
can be generated. The gift of
Sculpture Woods to West-
ern Washington University
Foundation is given in the
hope of this Place continu-
ing to inspire creativity in
all who come here, Western
students, professors, the
public. May it be a gift that
continues giving.”

Senior Matt Gudakov
said it will be exciting to
have more options for music
students to host their senior
projects.

He said it can be difficult
to secure a spot in the main
concert hall with the number
of music students who need
to perform final recitals.

Western has been in
communication with Mor-
ris about the donation since
winter 2014, Spicer said.

The final papers of trans-
fering the property over to
the WWU Foundation were
signed December 2017.

Spicer said Morris is cur-
rently leasing back the land
from Western, and under her
discretion Western events
may be held there. She will
continue to lease the proper-
ty for as long as she desires.
When she decides to end her
lease, the full rights of the
property will turn over to the
foundation.
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Bellingham ties for first in cleanest air quality report

The city's geographical location, wind and air patterns are reasons for its high ranking

Stella Harvey
The Western Front

Breathe in, breathe out.
Bellingham’s air is among
the cleanest in the country,
according to the American
Lung Association’s 2018
State of Air report.

Each year, the ALA
compiles and analyzes data
to inform people about
their city’s air quality, ac-
cording to its website.

This year, Bellingham
tied for first place in both
cleanest metropolitan areas
in the U.S. for ozone and
24-hour particle pollution,
according to the report.

Brian Heinrich, chair
of the Northwest Clean Air
Agency Board of Directors
and deputy administrator
of the City of Bellingham,
said the American Lung As-
sociation’s report is great
for Bellingham residents.

“When I look at the
report, I think of what it
means for folks who live
here, particularly those at
risk for respiratory ill-
nesses,” Heinrich said.
“For folks who suffer from
asthma or any sort of lung
ailment, [Bellingham] is a
little bit of a respite.”

The NWCAA has been in
charge of protecting the air
in Island, Skagit and What-
com counties since the
passage of the Washington
State Clean Air Act in 1967,
according to their website.

Seth Preston, commu-
nications program manager
at NWCAA, said this report
is important for people
across the country who
need to know the state of
the air where they live.

He said high levels of air
pollution can make peo-
ple’s existing health prob-
lems worsen over time, or
even be the cause of new
health problems for people

who did not previously
have a condition.

“The bottom line is
pollution follows people,”
Preston said. “Where you
have more people, you are
likely to have more pollu-
tion.”

The 2018 State of Air
report examines levels of

takes those events into
consideration in future
reports.

Preston said ozone
levels are a measure of how
different chemicals react
with sunlight and heat
to combine with ground-
level ozone, the air people
breathe. He said these

Heinrich said Belling-
ham’s geographic location
near the bay, normal wind
and air patterns and the
fact there are no large pol-
luters inside city limits are
some reasons the air here is
highly ranked.

For some students, this
report confirms what they
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Infographic courtesty of Seth Preston

ozone and particle pollu-
tion found in official moni-
toring sites across the U.S.
from 2014-16, according to
the American Lung Associ-
ation’s website. The report
uses the most current data
available for analysis.

Preston said it is im-
portant to take into con-
sideration that the report
does not include the 2017
wildfires in the area that
sent smoke into the region.
He said it will be interest-
ing to see how the ALA
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chemicals, also called vola-
tile organic compounds,
can be released during
everyday tasks like filling

a car with gas or running a
lawn mower.

Twenty-four hour
particle pollution mea-
sures what is in the air at
a specific time and date
and can be impacted by
wood stoves not working
properly, outdoor burns or
industrial sites that release
a lot of air pollutants, Pres-
ton said.

already thought about Bell-
ingham.

Freshman Hayley Hagen
said she is not surprised
to hear Bellingham’s air is
among the cleanest in the
country.

“I think Bellingham is
pretty clean. I don’t see
a lot of pollution. And
obviously Western is very
green,” Hagen said.

Freshman Sky Singer
did not think Bellingham
would receive such a high
ranking.

“I’m surprised, just
considering how many peo-
ple I know and see around
smoking. I'm happy, but
was not expecting that,”
Singer said.

Preston said the North-
west Clean Air Agency
works with more than 500
sources of air pollution to
help limit the emissions
from their operations. He
said these efforts, com-
bined with the natural
geography and conditions
in Bellingham, help keep
the air clean.

Heinrich agreed, saying
the agency has a very good
working relationship with
many industries within
the Whatcom, Skagit and
Island county region.

“I think one big take-
away is [that] this is a good
example of how regula-
tion can work,” Heinrich
said. “We have a number
of refineries in the area,
as well as other industries
that have an air-polluting
component to their activ-
ity, but through regulation
and cooperation this is a
way we can make it work
together.”

Preston said the report
is a reflection that Belling-
ham is on the right track,
but there is always room
for improvement. He rec-
ommends everyone look at
their own contribution to
air pollution to keep the air
clean for everyone.

“People tend to focus
on the other person or in-
dustrial sources as the big
source of pollution, but it’s
vehicles and wood smoke
that really play a major
role,” Preston said.

For more information
on the 2018 State of Air
report, or to find out how
your hometown ranks, visit
the American Lung Asso-
ciation's website.
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City Council holds educational forum on deer ban ordinance

Senior legislative analyst says feeding wildlife will have negative effects on the animals and environment

Grace McCarthy
The Western Front

Around 30 residents
attended an educational
forum on a new deer and
racoon feeding ban at
Bellingham City Hall on
April 16.

The ordinance went
into effect November
2017 after passing 6-1 by
Bellingham City Council.
Black-tailed deer were the
primary concern for the
ordinance as residents be-
came more concerned with
their neighbors feeding
the deer.

The City Council has
received approximately 40
complaints since the issue
gained notoriety in 2017,
Mark Gardner, senior leg-
islative policy analyst for
the City Council, said.

A $250 fine attached
to the ordinance is only
to be used as a last resort,
Gardner said. Education
and spreading awareness
are first on the agenda for
2018. Only residents who
are repeat offenders will
be subject to the fine.

According to the City of
Bellingham’s website, bird
feeders, landscaping used
as food and food intended
for domestic or farm ani-
mals are exempt from the
ban.

According to Gardner,
deer that are fed will con-
gregate in large groups,
causing risks to both
humans and deer. This

Both student and deer respecting the other's realm. When fed, deer will congregate in
large groups, resulting in digestive disorders and disease. // Photo by Mathew Roland

heightens their impact on
landscape and gardening,
causes digestive disorders
for the deer and spreads
disease.

Cole Caldwell, super-
visory biologist for the
Washington State Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife,
also spoke at the forum.
Caldwell informed the
public that deer can at-
tract predators such as
black bears and cougars.

“People think if they
didn’t feed the deer, they
would all die,” Gardner
said. “So hopefully we
are educating them that
they don’t need to do that.
The deer know how to get
food.”

Gardner said there have
been no scientific surveys
to measure deer popu-
lations in Bellingham.
However, there are early
talks of conducting a deer
census to track popula-
tions over time, possibly
in partnership with Hux-
ley College.

“The issue is that there
are obviously a lot of deer
and, regardless of the
exact number, feeding
makes it worse,” Gardner
said.

According to Gardner,
the City of Bellingham and
the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
are the entities that have
enforcement powers, de-

pending on the issue and
the magnitude involved.

Residents expressed
the need for more col-
laboration between city
departments on this issue.
Concern also arose sur-
rounding habitat fragmen-
tation, the reduction or
separation of an organ-
ism’s natural environ-
ment. In this case, roads
are a big culprit in deer
getting hit by vehicles.

Heidi Zeretzke, West-
ern lead gardener, is no
stranger to deer on West-
ern’s campus. Spring
beckons brazen deer to
campus rose gardens.

To mitigate this,
Zeretzke said she and her

team spray an egg-water

solution on the most pop-
ular plants and occasion-
ally wrap the tree trunks.

“They just stroll down
the street, in front of the
bus, or across the Old
Main lawn, and they just
don’t seem to have any
fear of people,” Zeretzke
said.

She said deer are most
pesky around the Ridge-
way residence halls due to
the native plants there.

David Wallin, depart-
ment chair of Western’s
environmental sciences,
agrees with Zeretzke that
urban deer don’t have
many natural predators.

“My guess is that there
are as many, or more, deer
here than there ever have
been, historically,” Wallin
said.

Wallin doesn’t see deer
as a problem, but under-
stands people shouldn’t be
feeding the deer. He imag-
ines if one of his neigh-
bors was feeding deer and
there were 20 to 30 deer
in his yard, he’d be upset
because of the effect on
his landscaping.

For Gardner, there is
no perfect solution in ur-
ban wildlife management.

“We’re learning and
trying to work together,
and hopefully we’ll come
up with some things that
make it all work a little
bit better for everybody,”
Gardner said.

Western's Society of Plastic Engineers utilize waste for 3D printing

Daniel Lee
The Western Front

Sustainability is a long-
term goal of Western’s
facilities. Robust compost and
recycling services are avail-
able, and campus is littered
with fill-up stations for reus-
able water bottles.

But what can you do with
non-reusable plastic bottles?

One club on campus is work-
ing to develop a way to melt
down plastic bottles into fila-
ment that can be used in 3D
printing.

Senior Nick Wisner, chap-
ter president of the Society of
Plastic Engineers, spoke about
the club’s mission and goals.

“Last quarter we collected
materials, worked on the
cleaning process [and] shred-

ded a bunch of material into
pellets that we can extrude,”
Wisner said.

The 3D printers on campus
are extrusion printers, which
means melted plastic is care-
fully applied to a surface, like
frosting a cake, through a
computer-driven nozzle and
then solidified into a durable,
solid piece of plastic, Wisner
said.

In the production line, non-reusable plastic bottles are turned into usable
filament for 3D printers. // Photo by Daniel Lee

The goal of the project is
to turn old water bottles into
a filament that any extrusion
printer around campus can
use. Companies have already
successfully printed with
recycled plastic before, but
the goal of the club is to create
cheaper printing all around
campus, Wisner said.

“We believe there is a
demand for this,” he said.
“And we think that if we can
recycle materials on campus
into usable 3D printing fila-
ment that’s safe to printin a
not closed-off environment,
this will be something that
everyone on campus will be
interested in.”

A few buildings on campus
already have 3D printers and
could utilize a cheaper source
of plastic, Wisner said.

Wisner said work on the
project has been slow but
methodical. The club has to
work closely with Bellingham
recycling facilities.

Members of the club are
already going around campus
looking for plastic bottles

to collect. The club uses #1
bottles, which denotes what
plastic the bottle is made of
and can be seen by a number
one on the label, Wisner said.

Some students on campus
are excited at the prospect of
3D printing becoming more
accessible.

Junior Ryan Everett is
especially excited about the
project.

“It’s a really good idea,” Ev-
erett said. “One, to reduce the
amount of plastic at landfills
and ending up in the ocean.
It’s being used for learning
purposes, so it’s two good
things in one.”

Freshman Brandon Stott
said he is optimistic about the
sustainability and environ-
mental side of this project.

“I'd say that [it’s] a reason-
able source for your materi-
als,” Stout said. “If it’s recycled
material, then that’d be better
than someone going out and
creating new materials for this
instead [of] using what we
already have.”
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Students helping students

Help from peers at the Tutoring Center can help ease
the spring quarter struggle

By Alaena Fletcher
THE WESTERN FRONT

Spring quarter can be rough.

Summer is right around the corner,
but despite the improving weather there
is still studying to be done. That’s where
the Tutoring Center comes in handy.

Western’s Tutoring Center, located in
Wilson Library 280, is a resource any-
one can utilize, from the freshman tak-
ing their first college course to the senior
getting ready for graduation.

Katrina Buckman, a coordinator at
the Tutoring Center, said the center is
popular at the start of fall quarter but
sees a drop in attendance as the school
year goes on.

She said often during fall quarter, the
center is packed with students needing
help. Long wait lines can scare some stu-
dents away for the rest of the year, she
said.

“Especially in the spring, we could
definitely accommodate more students,
so I wish they knew that coming now
would be more productive,” Buckman
said. “They’d have more time with the
tutor.”

Drop-in tutoring is the main service
offered at the center. Students can get
help with their math and science GURs
ranging from chemistry and pre-calcu-
lus to economics and astronomy. Study
groups with a few students working to-
gether are also offered.

“We also do study skills [education]
where students can make appointments
that last about 45 to 50 minutes to go

Editor-in-Chief for 2018-2019
jeopardy.wwu.edu

over an individualized plan to help
them succeed in college,” Anna Or-
tung, a peer advisor in the center,
said.

She said those skills include time
management, test-and-note taking
and study tactics.

Barb Quick, the assistant director,
said the Tutoring Center has about
75 employees. She said five to six tu-
tors with different specialities are on
hand at any given time.

In order to work at the center, tu-
tors are required to have taken and
passed the course they are tutoring
for with a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

Sarah Schnadelbach is an office
assistant at the center and said the
tutoring sessions are never about tu-

A tutor and student work together in the tutoring center. // Photo by
Roisin Cowan-Kuist

tors giving the right answer. Instead,
they are intended to encourage active
participation with the student.

“It’s supposed to be a process that en-
gages the students in solving the prob-
lem themselves,” Schnadelbach said.
“So when they leave the Tutoring Cen-
ter they have started to develop to work
on those challenging problems on their
own.”

Senior Nathan Hopkins said he has
been coming to the Tutoring Center for
over a year after a friend suggested it
when he was struggling with Chemistry
121.

“What’s nice about here is they’re not
professors, they're students just like me,
and they want to see it an easy way just
like T do,” Hopkins said. “So I'll come
here and I walk out feeling so much

Send your resume + cover letter to Megan.McGinnis@wwu.edu

Apply by May 11, @ 10am

more confident with the material.”

According to Buckman and Schna-
delbach, the Tutoring Center tracks
about 45,000 visits a year. That comes
out to an average of about 200 students
per day.

The Tutoring Center doesn’t offer
help with humanities or social sciences,
leaving that to the Hacherl Research and
Writing Studio. However, they have re-
cently added tutoring on an engineering
class and will offer tutoring on certain
courses if they get enough requests, Or-
tung said.

Quick said it looks like the center will
be receiving extra funding in the fall to
increase staffing as well as a pilot pro-
gram for a Tutoring Center Quiet. It will
be on the third floor of Wilson Library
and contain about three to four tables,

Olx

open 16 to 20 hours a week.

“The TCQ — that’s not the official
name yet — would be for students who
are not able to study when it gets really
noisy in here and want an alternative
venue,” Buckman said. “It wouldn’t be as
collaborative, but they could work one-
on-one with a tutor and get support in a
more conducive environment.”

Quick said she has been pursuing the
idea of a quiet Tutoring Center area for a
year. Her goal would be to, one day, of-
fer satellite tutoring, with small centers
around campus located near difficult
classes to provide help for students all
over campus.

“Sometimes, all [students] need is a
boost in confidence,” Buckman said.

ldltor-ln Chief for 2018-2019
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rashionable finds on a ollp

Score a new spring outfit without

breaking the bank

By Mia Steben
THE WESTERN FRONT

Although the Bellis Fair Mall is a
tempting place to shop, thrift stores
are not only a cheaper alternative
but one that can result in some great
looks, as well. Thrift shopping can
also help the community and recycle
clothing.

For the majority of college stu-
dents, finding extra cash to spend on
clothing can be difficult, but that’s
when secondhand stores come in.
Thrift stores like Buffalo Exchange

Laura Martin shows off r
new backpack. // Photo by Mia
Steben
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and Goodwill can provide better
deals and brand names for students,
plus shopping locally also brings
money back into the local economy.

A $20 bill might not get you much
at a department store, but at a thrift
store in Bellingham that bill can buy
an entire outfit.

Following the budget, each per-
son chose an outfit that fit their per-
sonal style--and wallet.

BUFFALO EXCHANGE

Sophomore Laura Martin is wearing
an American Eagle dress and a Victo-
ria’s Secret satchel. At Buffalo Ex-
change, the dress cost $8.50 and the bag
cost $12.

Totaling $20.50 without tax, the out-
fit was ever-so-slightly over budget.
However, Martin said she was fine with
that.

“It was a nice material, decent price
and you could pair it with anything,”
Martin said.

Buffalo Exchange had a quick turn-
over from winter to spring items, show-
casing many springy dresses and lighter
colors.

“It was a bit of a treasure hunt. It
was quite fun,” Martin said. “If you’re
looking for your own unique style, thrift
shopping is the way to go.”

Sophomore Kaili Laakso found a
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pair of comfy kick-back jeans and a Ha-
waiian t-shirt, a casual spring look.

Excluding tax, Laasko paid $20 to-
tal for both items. She said she loved
the top and bought it for an upcoming
event.

“I’'m going to wear it for a concert,”
Laasko said. “I saw some of those shirts
in Forever 21, like that style, for $20-
$30, and I found that for like $10.”

After spending time in both thrift
shops, both Western students were sat-
isfied and excited about their findings.

Both Western students were sur-
prised and excited about their findings

“At first I was a little unsure because
I wasn’t really into thrift shopping,”
Laasko said. “I don’t really like using
used items, but I was actually pretty
surprised [with] what I found.”

GOODWILL

Laura’s simple outfit of a white T-
shirt and black shorts both only cost a
low price of $2.99 each.

Martin said she was happy with the
casual t-shirt she found.

"It wasn’t an extravagant look, but
for just one for walking around campus
kind of day,” she said.

Kaili is wearing a bomber jacket,
black cropped t-shirt and high-waisted
jeans, totaling around $18.97 without
tax. In fact, Kaili also went and bought
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Kaili Laasko sports her new
outfit from Goodwill. //
Photo by Mia Steben

the pants.

Laakso was excited about her pur-
chase. She said, “They felt like they
were pretty brand new, they didn’t seem
very worn.”

They were well-maintained Ralph
Lauren blue jeans, which retail for over
$50 or more. Goodwill was also gear-
ing up for the springtime with a huge
selection of shorts and T-shirts.

pregnancy.testing & limited OB ultrasounds

nationally accredited

www.whatcomelinic. Com\
(360) 671-9057 \
1310 N. State St.
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Director Wes Anderson's new movie, "Isle of Dogs," is a story of adventure,
friendship and a journey to return a lost friend

By Drew Stuart
THE WESTERN FRONT

There’s no other filmmaker like
Wes Anderson.

This is nothing new to anyone
familiar with his work, but it is a
remarkably fitting sentiment to put
forth after watching any of his films
for the first time.

Anderson’s distinctive symmetri-
cal shot composition and his loose,
dry writing style are immediately
noticeable and easily enjoyable.

With his latest film, “Isle of
Dogs,” Anderson’s work has never
been stronger.

“Isle of Dogs” was written and
directed by Anderson, and follows
Chief, a stray dog exiled along with
the rest of his city’s dogs to a land-
fill called Trash Island.

Voiced by actor Bryan Crans-
ton, known for acclaimed TV series
“Breaking Bad,” Chief and his fel-
low dogs must learn to survive after
the mayor of Megasaki City bans all
dogs and ships them to Trash Is-
land.

However, when a young boy
named Atari, voiced by Koyu
Rankin, leaves Megasaki City to
find his dog Spots on Trash Is-

Anderson's logo for the movie
poster. // Illustration by Julia
Furukawa

land, it’s up to Chief,
Rex, voiced by Edward
Norton, King, voiced
by Bob Balaban, Boss,
voiced by Bill Mur-
ray and Duke, voiced
by Jeff Goldblum, to
reunite Atari with his
faithful companion.

Anderson fans will
likely appreciate Mur-
ray’s appearance. Mur-
ray is an Anderson
veteran, appearing in
every one of his films
since his second film,
Rushmore.

Initially, “Isle of
Dogs” might seem to
have a standard ad-
venture story plot, but
it’s the execution that
makes it stand out.

Right off the bat,
the style of “Isle of
Dogs” is markedly dif-
ferent than Anderson’s
past films. Instead of
his usual palette of
vibrant pinks and yel-
lows, “Isle of Dogs” is
painted in stark reds,
grays and browns.

Trash Island is fit-
tingly dotted with

murky brown colors Spots, the lost dog. // Illustration by Julia Furukawa

and gray blocks of gar-

bage everywhere, while

Megasaki City is washed with deep
crimson throughout most of the
film. Under the rule of an authori-
tarian cat-loving regime, Megasaki
City’s red color palette provides a
perfect backdrop for the desolate
tone of the movie.

And, of course, the scenery is
some of the best around.

Rarely are any backdrops reused
and yet each location in the film
is filled with detail. It makes the
world Anderson creates feel richer
and deeper, immersing the viewer
into the film with ease.

All of this lends itself to the sim-
ple story and succinct comedic writ-
ing. The story isn’t complicated,
allowing more time to develop the
characters Chief, Atari and Tracy,
voiced by Greta Gerwig, director of
last year’s Oscar nominated film,
“Lady Bird.”

Each of the main dogs has am-
ple opportunity for recurring jokes
too, incorporated in deceptively-
conversational dialogue and quirky
remarks. “Isle of Dogs” revels in its
mountain of chuckle-worthy hu-
mor.

Of course, the camerawork is
classic Anderson.

His most recognizable trait is
clearly present in “Isle of Dogs.”
The great thing here is that it
doesn’t feel overused. Yes, nearly
every shot is symmetrical, but it
provides cohesion. At times, it’s
used for dialogue. Other times, it’s

used comedically to emphasize the
dynamic between characters. An-
derson’s style here is distinct, but
not pedestrian. It’s masterful.

It’s time to give a disclaimer: this
is not a kids movie.

Despite this movie being about
dogs, there’s enough bloody vio-
lence and death in “Isle of Dogs”
to warrant its PG-13 rating. The re-
strained, sarcastic humor is a dead
giveaway as well.

This isn’t “Minions” and it isn’t
“Shrek.” It’s a movie about dogs that
is both heartwarming and bleak. It
might be a better choice for an adult
date night.

However, despite its many mer-
its, “Isle of Dogs” is not perfect.
Most of the film is in Japanese, ex-
cept for the universal language of
barking.

With this language barrier, the
movie becomes slightly less acces-
sible. There are no subtitles for the
Japanese dialogue spoken by most
human characters, but in their
place are characters in the story
who often translate the human dia-
logue into English.

The work is so well done in these
instances that at several creative
moments in the film, the acting is
so human that any language speak-
er can infer what is happening with-
out subtitles or translation.

Then comes the issue of romance.

Some viewers might have an is-
sue with Anderson’s portrayal of

the female characters and their ro-
mantic endeavors. Tracy and Nut-
meg, voiced by Scarlett Johans-
son, are practically the only female
characters in “Isle of Dogs.” That’s
not bad at face value, but each faces
problems related to their role in the
story.

Tracy is a fleshed out character,
yet has a romantic element with
another character in the story that
isn’t well explored. Why it’s even in
the movie is something of a mys-
tery.

As for Nutmeg, she contributes
little to the story, aside from being a
vessel for Chief to develop his char-
acter. She has great dialogue, but
her role in the film is so miniscule
that it feels like she’s only there to
serve as part of Chief’s character.

Still, “Isle of Dogs” is an excel-
lent film.

It captivates the audience from
beginning to end developing lik-
able, adventurous characters who
encounter palpable danger. The
film has style, but doesn’t fore-
go substance, the two elements
are instead bonded together and
strengthen the movie.

“Isle of Dogs” is another quality
film by Wes Anderson, and it’d be
a shame if you were to miss it. It is
now being shown at Regal Barkley
Village Stadium 16.
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If you've been keeping up with local
activism, Maru Mora-Villalpando is
probably a familiar name by now.

Mora-Villalpando has been called a
“modern day freedom fighter” for her
years of activism in the Seattle and
Bellingham area and is known nation-
ally and internationally as an immi-
grant rights advocate.

She is outspoken about her undocu-
mented status and has been fighting
deportation since she was issued pa-
perwork to begin the deportation pro-
cess in December.

Mora-Villalpando is one of at least
16 undocumented leaders in the immi-
grant rights movement who have been
targeted by Immigration and

FRONTLINE

Opinions of the Editorial Board

City's silence fails immigrant rights activist and community

bers at risk of deportation. They also
condemned the council’s choice not to
officially become a sanctuary city last
year or adopt an ordinance advocates
believed would provide the support
our undocumented community needs.

The council voted to approve a less-
effective ordinance instead, despite
hours of testimony from community
members advocating in favor of be-
coming a sanctuary city.

The AS Review reported that, while
many people at the City Council meet-
ing supported becoming a sanctuary
city, council members seemed like they
felt torn due to the number of phone
calls and emails they received from

munity members are at risk of being
deported.

In targeting Mora-Villalpando, ICE
is sending a clear message to undocu-
mented people: stay silent and do not
dissent, or you will be next. Members
of the community have been quick to
support and stand beside her in her
fight, but the city’s silence again leaves
the undocumented community lacking
support.

If someone from the city or coun-
cil were to come out in solidarity with
Mora-Villalpando, it wouldn’t be the
first time a city official advocated in
support of immigrants at risk of de-
portation. New York City Mayor Bill

both documented and undocumented,
have been marginalized, exploited,
abused and dehumanized for more
than 100 years. Talking about immi-
gration today without including this
context ignores the heart of the issue
— people are being mistreated.

ICE tears families apart. They ar-
rest parents dropping their kids off at
school. They target people through the
Department of Licensing. This creates
a culture of fear that undocumented
people must live in every day.

To live in fear of deportation means
to live on edge, fearful that your fam-
ily will be taken away, or feeling like
you don’t belong in the place you

call home, as many undocu-

Customs Enforcement. She
believes she’s being targeted
because of her activism. This
sentiment is echoed by advo-
cates about her and other ac-

"Without that solidarity, undocumented people fight-
ing for visibility and support are left to stand alone."

mented immigrants and their
families say they feel. Being
undocumented comes with a
whole other world of barriers
that most U.S. citizens don’t

tivists, like Ravi Ragbir and
Jean Montrevil.

Western’s Blue Group, a group for
undocumented students and their al-
lies, has become a local leader in im-
migrant rights activism and is among
the groups raising funds, circulating
petitions and acting in solidarity with
Mora-Villalpando.

To publicly come out as undocu-
mented and advocate in solidarity with
others strengthens the community.
Members of Blue Group do so despite
their unique position as undocument-
ed students and the inherent risk that
comes with activism.

The group organized a demon-
stration at Bellingham City Hall last
week pressuring the Bellingham City
Council to publicly support Mora-Vil-
lalpando and other community mem-

community members who were op-
posed.

The City Council effectively adopted
measures to make undocumented im-
migrants feel safer without using the
official term “sanctuary city,” which
is what the protesters at City Hall last
week said they need.

The city essentially said “we support
you” without letting undocumented
people dictate their need for support.
By avoiding the term, the city may
have wiggled out of “getting politi-
cal,” but they also failed our immigrant
community. They failed to stand with
them. Without that solidarity, undocu-
mented people fighting for visibility
and support are left to stand alone.

A year later, the city is again failing
them by staying silent when our com-

de Blasio wrote a letter to ICE asking
them to allow immigrant rights leader
Ravi Ragbir to stay in the U.S. when he
faced deportation in February. State
Senator Maria Cantwell brought Mora-
Villalpando as her guest to President
Trump’s first State of the Union ad-
dress one month after ICE began her
deportation process.

Much of the Bellingham commu-
nity prides itself on being inclusive and
fairly progressive on topics like LGBTQ
rights and environmental issues, but in
failing our undocumented community,
the city has failed to be truly inclusive.

Regardless of your political stance
on immigration and undocumented
people, the fight for immigrant rights
spans a much larger issue.

The U.S. immigrant community,

experience.

Supporting Mora-Villalpando and
the rest of our undocumented immi-
grant community may seem political
in this current climate, but it doesn’t
have to be. It doesn’t have to mean you
agree with unauthorized immigration,
it just means you agree that human
beings should be treated with dignity
and respect. It’s not about legality, it’s
about providing support and visibility
to a marginalized group who are being
exploited.

The City Council has an obligation
to support Mora-Villalpando and the
undocumented community in What-
com County. For the city to withhold
public support for a vulnerable com-
munity is to stay silent in the face of
injustice and condone their systematic
oppression.

The Western Front Editorial Board is composed of Taylor Nichols, Kira Erickson and Eric Trent

Anthony Barrios
Junior, design

"Yeah, I think that they contrib-
ute to society and they contribute
to the city. They work and they
pay taxes like everybody else, so
they might as well be treated just
as fairly as everybody else."

Viking Voices

Do you think the city should do more to support undocumented immigrants?

Sabrina Batingan
Junior, sociology

I definitely feel if there was more

being done we would know about

it. I feel like there can always be

more that can be done for minori-
ties.”

Matthew Ferris
Senior, human services

"Yeah... I think that in Belling-
ham, in particular, there is a very
liberal atmosphere, and a lot of
the time it can go just into the
talk. Like ‘yeah, we should do

more.

Compiled by Chelsea Smiley

Jeremy Talusig
Senior, chemistry

"Yes, I think any city should.

I think Western does a pretty
decent job because I've heard the
president of the school saying he
supports it in the weekly newslet-

ter that he sends out. That he’ll
try to protect the students here."
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Western gets outdoorsy

The Outdoor Center has a variety of options to aid your excursions this spring

Alison Eddy
THE WESTERN FRONT

Night hiking, mountain biking, biolumines-
cent bike and swim, rock climbing, sea kayaking,
mountaineering and white water rafting are just
some of the trips students can take this quarter
through the AS Outdoor Center, located on the
first floor of the Viking Union.

According to its mission statement, the Out-
door Center provides outdoor-related opportu-
nities for Western students, faculty, staff and
alumni. It rents out equipment, plans excursions,
provides training and educational clinics and has
a bike shop where students can learn how to fix
their bike.

Kelly Oberbillig, AS Outdoor Center’s market-
ing and resource coordinator, said she encourages
everyone to participate in the outdoor center ex-
cursions, regardless of their experience level.

“They are really designed for anyone with no
experience level, and they are really custom to
whatever the experience level of the participant
is,” Oberbillig said.

Sophomore Mazzy Flynn has participated
in seven trips so far at Western. Flynn said last
spring, she went on a sea kayaking trip around the
San Juan Islands. She said she saw hundreds of
jellyfish, sea urchins, otters and other aquatic life.

People of all abilities can come on these excur-
sions, she said.

“TI've been on trips where I had no experience in
the trip type, but the guides were really good and
helped everyone learn everything they needed to
know,” Flynn said.

Oberbillig said the Outdoor Center provides
free instructional clinics every Tuesday at 4:30
p.m. to educate people on the different trips and
equipment. She said she really wants to engage
people who aren’t as familiar with outdoor activi-
ties and might hesitate to join an excursion.

“The clinics are a free opportunity to learn how
to get out and interact with your local environ-
ment,” Oberbillig said.

There is a free clinic on May 29 where the
guides will go over the best adventure spots in
Bellingham, she said. The clinic guides will talk
about all the different outdoor activities and spots
students should visit over the summer.

The outdoor center also provides instructions
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The Outdoor Center at Western on Monday, April 23. // Photo by Kevin Lake
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Freshman Heath DeMartini repairs his bike at the Outdoor Center on Monday, April
23. He's had the bike for over a year. // Photo by Kevin Lake
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and recreation opportunities for more water-
based activities at Lakewood on Lake Whatcom,
Oberbillig said.

Jeff Davis is the program manager at Lake-
wood. Lakewood is a waterfront facility with over
60 watercraft available for recreational use five
days a week spring and fall quarter and seven days
a week in the summer.

Davis said Lakewood has canoes, kayaks, pad-
dleboards, windsurfers, sailboats, small boats and
big boats which are available for recreational use
or for instruction through private lessons or class-
es through Western.

He said people can rent equipment for a low
cost to try on their own or with help from Lake-
wood staff.

“The goal is to encourage people who don’t tra-
ditionally participate in this sort of thing to give

it a try under the circumstances of it not costing
very much and our staffing approach,” Davis said.

In addition to the lake activities, Davis said
there is also a challenge course on the property
that is run by the Outdoor Center.

“There is just no reason to
Sit in your room or stare at
your phone.”

Jeff Davis
Program manager

Sophomore Iva Reckling is a facilitator at the
challenge course. She works to take groups out on
the course and run the different programs.

“We are mainly safety-oriented,” Reckling
said. “We want to make sure all of our partici-
pants have the correct briefings on how to use
their harnesses and helmets.”

Reckling said groups will come to the chal-
lenge course with a goal, and she will design a
program to help them meet that goal.

She said groups start on the game field for
activities that don’t require equipment, move to
the low ropes to practice building the skills they
want to work on and then finish out the day on
the high ropes.

“The challenge course is a very cool opportu-
nity for people on campus or in the community
to facilitate in-team building and leadership,”
Reckling said.

Davis also said there are many parts of cam-
pus that are opportunities for people they won’t
have in their working lives.

“There is just no reason to sit in your room or
stare at your phone,” Davis said.

The Outdoor Center is open Monday through
Friday for all four quarters. Oberbillig said she
encourages everyone to stop by, ask questions
and get outside.
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Men's soccer ties with Highline Saturday

Naomi Schapiro
THE WESTERN FRONT

Perseverance and strong defense led to a tied
men’s soccer game between Western and Highline
Community College on Saturday, April 28.

The first home game of the season was at 2 p.m.
at Robert S. Harrington Field. This was the men’s
soccer team’s fourth game of its eight-game spring
season.

The game started out slow, with no score until
26 minutes into the game when Highline broke the
tie.

The score remained 1-o0 until the 36th minute,
when Western senior defender/forward Stephan
Jinneman scored a goal. He then scored another
goal in the 40th minute.

Western’s defense and resilience were positives
in the game that helped lead to its comeback, Reed
Smith, an audience member and soccer player at
Sehome High School, said.

Despite this turnaround, no one scored for the
remaining minutes of the game after Highline’s
second goal was scored by freshman forward Ry-
ley Johnson, and it ended in a tie.

“I think that if they continue to perform like
they did in the second half, they are going places,”
Smith said. “They looked really strong and if ev-
eryone stays active and hungry, it'll go really well.

For senior midfielder/defender Garrett Strawn,
this wasn’t the result he wanted, but he said spring
season is all about getting better.

“We brought out more energy in the second
half,” Strawn said. “We want to represent Western
well.”

The Vikings are set to compete at the Great
Northwest Athletic Conference Championships at
Western Oregon University May 11-12.

Notice of Public Hearing:
Proposed Rule Changes to Chapter 516-36 WAC and adop-
tion of new Chapter 516-35 WAC

Notice is hereby given that Western Washington University is proposing
amendments to its Washington Administrative Code related to use of
university property - freedom of expression and assembly and use of

university facilities - scheduling. A public hearing will be held at 12:15 p.m.
oh May 22, 2018 in Old Main, Room 340 at the Bellingham campus located
at 516 High Street.

The purpose of the hearing is to allow all interested perscns an opportunity
to present their views, either orally or in writing, on the proposed changes to
Chapter 516-36 WAC and adopticn of hew Chapter 516-35 WAC.
Proposed changes to Chapter 516-36 WAC include: change in title from
"Use of University Facilities-Scheduling” to "Use of University Proper-
ty-5cheduling and General Use. New Section WAC 516-36-001 describes
the general policy and purpose of the chapter. New section WAC
516-36-004 directs readers to chapter 516-35 WAC for rules regarding
freedom of expression and assembly. New section WAC 516-36-008 definas
terms used in the chapter. Amended section WAC 516-36-020 states how to
request use of university property and who should receive the request. New
section WAC 516-36-025 outlines the duties of the requester and states
provisions that may be placed on use of university property. Amended
section WAC 516-36-030 includes limitations on use of university property.
New section WAC 516-36-035 concerns fees. The current rule has a fees
sections; however, due to organization of the amended chapter it was
relocated and a new section was created. Amended section WAC
516-36-040 states how university property may be used for private or
commercial enterprise or charitable use. New section WAC 516-36-060
describes how to obtain a permit for a parade.

Proposed new Chapter 516-35 WAC is titled Use of University Property -
Freedom of Expression and Assembly.

Advance copies of the proposed rule amendments and the proposed new
rule may be obtained by contacting Jennifer Sloan, Rules Coordinator, 516
High Street, M5 9015, Bellingham, WA 98225-9015, by email at Jenni-
fer.Sloan@wwu.edu, or by phone at 360-650-3117. Copies will also be
available at the hearing.

Complete your
General University Requirements (GURs)
at SVC, while home for the summer.
Sciences ® Psychology ® Math and More!

Persens wishing to provide written comment may submit their remarks to
Ms. Sloan at the above mailing or email address by May 21, 2018.
To request disability accommodation for this hearing, please contact

Jennifer Slean at 360-650-3117 or by email at:

Jennifer.Sloan@wwu.edu by May 11, 2018.
WESTERN

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

Save Money ® Enjoy Smaller Class Sizes
Learn from Nationally Recognized Instructors

For course details & how to get started:
www.skagit.edu/summer | 360.416.7700
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Community rallies for Western hockey alumnus

Sixty four players on four teams raised money for Andrew "Rusty" Liebel who was diagnosed with ALS

Maddie Smith
THE WESTERN FRONT

Community members far and wide came together to
raise over $16,000 for a Western men’s hockey alumnus
on April 21.

“Rivets for Rusty,” an ice hockey tournament fund-
raiser, was held at Bellingham Sportsplex for Andrew
“Rusty” Liebel who was diagnosed with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, or ALS, in December.

Retired Vancouver Canuck Garth Butcher was
among a list of donors for the fundraiser.

Butcher donated signed jerseys, VIP tickets to a Ca-
nucks game and dinner in the press box, Debra Bray, the
event organizer, said.

The Canucks tickets were bid on for thousands of dol-
lars, she said.

The event was also organized by Kyle Neal, another
Western alumnus who played with Liebel on the hockey
team for four years. Both graduated fall quarter 2017.

Excluding beer sales, all of the money raised in the
tournament will be donated directly to Liebel and his
family, Neal said.

The money that was raised will go toward Liebel’s
medical bills and the renovation of his house to make it
more accessible to him in the future, Neal said.

There was plenty of interest in the tournament from
community hockey players. It didn’t take long to get 64
players to fill the rosters of the four teams that played in
the tournament, Neal said.

“It’s not a big community, but it’s a really tight com-
munity,” Neal said.

Support for the the fundraiser included a beer garden
from Aslan Brewery, a silent auction, players from the
Western men’s hockey team, community hockey mem-
bers, El Tapatio taco truck and All Star Design.

Andrew "Rusty" Liebel poses with other Western hockey players during the "Rivets
for Rusty" fundraiser on April 21. // Photo ourtesy of Ellie MacDonald

Throughout the event, Aslan beer sales and El Tapa-
tio taco truck sales were constant, Neal said.

Billy Holbrook, another Western men’s hockey alum-
nus who graduated last spring, traveled from Nashville
to be at the fundraiser. Holbrook said Liebel is one of his
best friends. The two were responsible for much of the
administrative work for the team, Holbrook said.

Holbrook and Liebel said they shared the common
goal to “strengthen the program for when we were
done.”

Liebel did all of the scheduling for the team, which
was no small task, Neal said. Most players do the sched-
uling for one year and then pass the responsibility on to
another player, but Liebel did it all four years, Neal said.

Nolan Kirby
THE WESTERN FRONT

There is one specific bench at Western that ev-
ery skateboarder loves. Most students just see it
as another bench to sit on.

But this one specific bench in Red Square is dif-
ferent from all the other benches. It isn't capped
off with metal bars, meaning this is one of the
only skate-able benches on Western's campus.

Skateboarder Muk De Guzman, a senior who
loves to skate the bench, said, "A lot goes on in
Red Square and skateboarders bring another dy-
namic. The bench is one spot on campus we can
all come together to skate. It's like a vector for
community.”

Another skateboarder, senior Erick McGee,
said there are good vibes at Red Square where
there is "great flat ground, lots of space and peo-
ple skating around the same skill level.”

When it comes to skating the bench, De Guz-
man said, "We respect other people, we keep an
eye out for people walking. Respect first."

But there are issues that come with the bench,
too.

Amites Sarkar, a math professor in Bond Hall,
comes out to ask skaters to leave who are disrupt-
ing his class.

"There are two things: The main one, when I'm
teaching a class it's distracting for my students
and me," Sarkar said.

The second problem, Sarkar said, is he isn't
the only person who dislikes the noise skating
brings to Red Square.

"I have been told by students and professors
that the noise is a problem," Sarkar said.

Sarkar made it clear that he doesn't hate skat-
ers.

“I have nothing against [skaters] at all,” Sarkar
said. “I really believe in freedom of expression.”

But Sarkar emphasized that it's because of the

problems skateboarding is causing for his class-
room.

De Guzman and McGee said they have been
asked to leave by Sarkar more than a few times.

"He's come up to me so many times," McGee
said. "He's nice about it though."

De Guzman agreed with McGee.

"It's like seeing an old friend, I feel like I inter-
act more with him than any other faculty mem-
ber," De Guzman said. "He's brave and probably
speaks for a lot of people. At the same time I still
wanna do it."

When Sarkar asks skaters to leave, he said,
sometimes he’ll go down and the skaters can be
polite and it's heartwarming. But that’s not al-
ways the case. Sarkar said there is also pushback
from the skaters somedays.

"I think it’s a great thing, it's just not compat-
ible with me teaching my classes," Sarkar said. "I
have nothing against them."

According to Western’s transportation policy,
skateboarders are restricted from the following
areas on campus: Lawns, stairways, steps, sculp-
ture, artwork, hand rails, loading ramps, building
interiors and benches.

They must also dismount and walk in areas
designated as permanent or temporary walk
zones from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. during regular class
days during the academic year.

“The bench is one spot on
campus we can all come
together to skate. It's like a
vector for community.”

Muk De Guzman
Skateboarder

Students in Red Square practice skate-
boarding tricks on a bench popular
among skateboarders at Western. //
Photo by Roisin Cowan-Kuist
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Track places first at final home meet

Men's and women's track has strong showings in effort to earn GNAC-qualifying marks

Mckenna Hunt
THE WESTERN FRONT

Even with the wind and the rain, the Vikings
came to compete at their last home meet of the
outdoor season on Saturday, April 28.

Both the women’s and men’s teams placed first
overall with the women racking up a total of 147.5
points and the men at 184 points.

The 37th annual Ralph Vernacchia Track Meet,
held at Civic Stadium and hosted by Western,
proved to be a successful day for the Vikings as
many athletes won their events and attempted to
beat their personal records, despite the stormy
weather.

Pee Wee Halsell, head coach of the track team,
said so far he’s seen some good stuff from his ath-
letes, including junior high jumper Maddie Tay-
lor. Taylor won her flight with a height of 1.63
meters, just short of her personal record.

“Maddie went at PR heights, and I think that’s
happening in the hammer,” Halsell said. “Bran-
don Pless was getting there and Avery Lux was
getting out there with some PR’s as well so the
weather shouldn’t affect it.”

Bryan Lee, a Western junior who was officiat-
ing the hammer and discus throws, confirmed
that Pless and Lux were doing well in their throws
with Pless winning his flight and Lux following
close behind in third.

Redshirt freshman Avery Lux PR’d by a meter
and a half and threw 174-feet while Pless, a se-
nior, threw two feet under his PR.

In addition to Western athletes, some Western
alumni showed up to compete against their for-
mer teammates.

In the javelin, Western alumnae Bethany Drake

and Katie Reichert placed first and second, with
sophomore Raquel Pellecer following in third.

Pellecer was hoping to hit the automatic na-
tional provisional mark of 50.03 meters, which
would confirm her spot to nationals, but was just
short with a mark of 47.18 meters, which has been
a consistent mark for her throughout the season,
according to past meet markings.

Junior javelin thrower Alex Barry won his
flight with 60.87 meters but came up a little short
of his PR of 64.77 meters.

“I won, which was a bonus, but I threw 15 feet
under my PR,” Barry said.

Barry has been battling injuries including a
strained groin and tendinitis in his elbow and
leg, but will still head into the Greater Northwest
Athletic Conference Championship ranked No. 1.

“'m just trying to win conference for my
team,” Barry said.

Tupre Wickliff, junior high jumper, proved to
be another strong competitor who won his flight
at 1.98 meters and is currently leading the GNAC
rankings.

“Going into this meet I just wanted to get some
good jumps out,” Wickliff said.

Wickliff said he had some good attempts at 6
feet 10 inches, which if hit, would've secured his
spot for nationals.

“GNAC is where I'll hit 6-foot-10 and 6-foot-11
and then get that nationals spot,” Wickliff said.
“Overall I think it went really well. It’s been a re-
ally consistent season so I'm happy.”

Assistant coach Eric Dudley explained his
goals for the last home meet.

“It’s late in the season so we're trying to get
people qualifying marks to get on the bus for
the GNAC championships in two weeks,” Dudley

said.

Hosting the meet at their home field may also
prove to be an advantage, Dudley said.

“I feel like you have a little more control over
your environment and that feeling of control
tends to lead to great performances,” Dudley said.

Dudley also explained that having family,
friends and alumni out to watch creates a great
vibe and a feeling of support for the athletes.

Dudley said he was confident that his athletes
would perform well under the weather circum-
stances.

“You know, we’ve run fast in the rain before,
and we’ll run fast in the rain again if we have to,”
Dudley said.

The Vikings are set to compete at the GNAC
Championships at Western Oregon University
May 11-12.

“You know, we've run
fast in the rain before
and we'll run fast again
if we have to.”

Eric Dudley
Assistant coach

Students compete in the 37th annual Ralph Vernacchia Track Meet at Civic Stadium, on April 28. These athletes are competing
in the 110-meter men's hurdling event where sophomore Cordell Cummings placed second. // Photo by Kevin Lake
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Call: Jackie at 360-594-1582 Email: jackie@seelocalproperty.com
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Brand New Building
Available Early September
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i e a4 . « NEAR WWU
e & 7 N : h | A \ v COMMUNITY REC-ROOM
TOURS EVERY TUES/THURS AT 3:30 & 3:50 v/ WASHER & DRYER
STARTING 4/23 - SIGN UP AT APEX-PROPERTY.COM ¥ MICROWAVES
v/ DISHWASHERS
STUDIOS -2 BEDROOMS - 3 BEDROOMS v/ BIKE STORAGE
« MODERN FINISHES
« FIBER-OPTIC CABLE
HARVARD « BASKETBALL COURT
705 & 709 32nd Street 1 « MODERN FINISHES
SuZteS « TV WALL MOUNTS
« COVERED PARKING

WTA bus stop directly in front of the community lounge!

560-527-9829 APEX-PROPERTY.COM





