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AS general election decides new Executive Board
Colin Murphy

The WesTern FronT

The general elections 
for the Associated Stu-
dents concluded Friday, 
May 3, voting in the new 
AS Executive Board for 
2019-20 and passing 
two referendums with  
voter turnout at 15.1%, 
according to AS Election 
Coordinator Alec Willis. 
Votes were cast in a rank-
choice voting style, and 
positions with multiple 
candidates went through 
rounds of candidate elim-
ination.

Newly-elected AS 
President Lani DeFiesta 
won with 1,065 votes. 
Opposing candidate Ab-
dul Malik Ford received 
941 votes, and losing by a 
margin of 124 votes.

Grace Drechsel won 
the seat for AS Vice Presi-
dent for Governmental 
Affairs in the second 
round with 957 votes 
against Tatum Eames. 
Astrid Duenas Diaz re-
ceived 556 votes, losing 

the first round, followed 
by Eames, who had 759 
votes by the second 
round and ultimately lost 

by a margin of 198 votes.
Yesugen Battsengel 

won the seat for AS Vice 
President for Diversity 

with 1,113 votes, winning 
by a margin of 368 votes 
against Josiah Scott, who 
received 745 votes.

The position for the AS 
Vice President for Sus-
tainability went to Trever 
Mullins, who won in the 

second round with 1,087 
votes against Jesse Bass 
who received 642 votes in 
the second round. Crow 
Chloupek lost in the first 
round with 434 votes.

Emily Gerhardt won 
the seat as AS Vice Presi-
dent for Student Services 
in an unopposed race 
with 1,620 votes.

Selome Zerai won the 
seat for AS Vice President 
for Activities unopposed 
with 1,641 votes.

Adah Barenburg won 
the seat as AS Student 
Senate Pro Tempore un-
opposed with 1,558 votes.

A referendum to 
amend the AS constitu-
tion was passed, with 
1,799 “yes” votes.

Another referendum 
proposed by Zero Waste 
Western passed with 
1,636 “yes” votes and 422 
“no”. This referendum 
will change the price 
of coffee and other 
beverages on the menu 
to include the price of a 
disposable cup.

From back left to bottom right: Emily Gerhardt, Selome Zerai, Lani DeFiesta, Adah Barenburg, Yesugen Battsengel, 
Grace Drechsel and Trever Mullins are the newly elected AS Executive Board. // Photo by Emily Porter

Grievances filed by AS presidential candidate

Laura Place
The WesTern FronT

The Western Front 
will continue to report 
on this story it develops.

Former candidate for 
Associated Students Presi-
dent, Abdul Malik Ford, 
has filed nine official griev-
ances against current AS 
employees and fellow elec-
tion candidates. Ford al-
leged that the nine individ-
uals broke the AS election 
code, either by endorsing 
candidates or campaign-
ing against him during the 
election. 

Ford lost the presiden-
tial race by 124 votes to 
Lani DeFiesta on Friday, 
May 3. The grievances 
were filed on Monday, 
May 6, against newly-
elected AS executive board 
members DeFiesta, Trever 
Mullins and Grace Drech-
sel, current AS board 
members Millka Solomon, 
Camilla Mejia, Levi Eck-
man and Anne Lee, and 
AS employees Pauline El-

evazo and Dayjha McMil-
lan. 

Section IV of the 2019 
election code, which was 
recently amended, states 
that AS employees may 
not “as employees or in-
dividuals, endorse candi-
dates,” and “may not, even 
as individuals, work on a 
campaign for or against a 
candidate, with the excep-
tion of their own as a filed 
and eligible candidate.”

The code does not ad-
dress whether shares, 
retweets or likes of en-
dorsements or posts cam-
paigning against candi-
dates on social media also 
violate the election code. 
Punitive actions for violat-
ing the code may include, 
but are not limited to, a 
$25 fee or disqualification 
of a candidate. 

On April 29, a docu-
ment written by McMil-
lan titled “A Call Out Built 
from Love” criticizing 
Ford’s leadership abilities 
was shared multiple times 
on Twitter and Facebook. 
McMillan is AS senator 

of Fairhaven College, and 
said they filed an initial 
grievance against themself 
prior to posting the state-
ment. The document de-
tailed McMillan’s negative 
experiences in giving Ford 
feedback about his alleged 
lack of action to combat 
homophobia within West-
ern’s Black community.

“I am saying all of this 
because I want people, who 
are voting, to know what 
kind of candidate [Ford] 
is,” McMillan’s statement 
read. “I do not believe he 
is equipped nor qualified 
to be AS president. I think 
he has a lot of learning to 
do before he can honestly 
say that he can support the 
entire campus.” 

The statement received 
heavy pushback from sup-
porters of Ford on social 
media. It was also shared 
by several AS employees, 
including four of the seven 
members of the current AS 
board of directors.

Eckman, AS vice presi-
dent  of academic affairs, 
defended his decision to 

share McMillan’s docu-
ment. He said he saw it as 
a way to spread the word 
about McMillan’s experi-
ence with Ford, and did 
not think it qualified as a 
violation of the election 
code. 

Eckman acknowledged 
that sharing the document 
could be perceived as a 
violation of the election 
code, but that a system of 
checks and balances exists 
within the AS to ensure fair 
review of grievances. He 
said the grievance board 
does not include AS board 
members or AS student 
senators.

“It’s completely at-large 
students that make these 
choices… It’s completely 
autonomous of us.” 
Eckman said.

Ford said his goal in fil-
ing the grievances was to 
hold members of the AS 
Board accountable for not 
adhering to election poli-
cies.

“It's important for me 

Abdul Malik Ford claims AS employees, fellow candidates broke election code
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Corrections

- The name of the club 
associated with Students 
for Bernie that hosted the 
documentary screening on 
May 6 is WWU YDSA, not 
Young Democrats of WWU.

- The ROP is now named 
the SAIRC

Cameron Ohlson
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A child in an animal costume marches in the 16th annual Procession of the Species parade on Saturday, May 4. The parade 
started at City Hall and ended at Maritime Park where people gathered and played music. //  Photo by Zachary Jimenez

Check out these events this week!

Men's Soccer | 7 p.m. Whatcom Community College $5

Stories Deployed | 4 p.m. Wilson Library Reading Room

Emma Hill Live Music | 21+ 6 p.m. Firefly Lounge $8 
ESC Block Party feat. Culture Shock | 7 p.m. P.A.C.

ESC Night Market | 6 - 9 p.m. Red Square
AS POP performances | 3 - 7 p.m. Red Square
Farmers Market | 10 - 3 p.m. 1100 Railroad Ave.

Boundary Bay Trivia Night | 21+ 5 p.m. 
Boundary Bay Mountain Room $1 

Trivia Night | 21+ 7 p.m. Kombucha Town Culture Cafe $2

Women's Soccer | 6 p.m. Bellevue College soccer field $8
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Events calendar compiled by Chris Johansen

Word search created by Crista Blowers

CAP • GOWN • TASSLE  •  CELEBRATION 
GRADUATE •  FUTURE •  BACHELORS

MASTERS • ALUMNI 

to file these grievances be-
cause I was deprived of the 
opportunity of a fair election 
process. I, as well as others 
have been affected by these 
violations and it's shocking 
that absolutely nothing has 
been done about it,” Ford said 
in a written statement to The 
Western Front. 

Lee, AS VP for Student Life, 
announced their official en-
dorsements of candidates De-
Fiesta, Drechsel, Mullins and 
Yesugen Battsengel in a Face-
book post on Thursday, May 
2. According to the election 
code, this violates the policy 
regarding candidate endorse-
ments by current AS employ-
ees.

In a written statement to 
The Western Front, Lee said 
they consciously made the 
choice to break election policy 
and publicly endorse candi-
dates.

“I did what I needed to do 
to show solidarity with the 
[Queer, Transgender and Peo-
ple of Color] community and 
the concerns shared by QT-
POC students. I’d rather make 
a statement that breaks a code 
(a code that people - the board 
and the [Representation & En-
gagement Programs] wrote) 
than remain neutral as some-
one who’s serving in a lead-
ership role. I am accountable 
to the students and am facing 
what’s coming because of my 
choice, and I stand by it,” Lee said.

AS President-elect DeFi-
esta is implicated in one of 
Ford’s grievance filings for 
sharing Lee’s endorsement on 
her Instagram account on May 
2. As an actively campaigning 
candidate in the election, De-
Fiesta said she did not believe 
sharing Lee’s endorsement, 
despite Lee’s status as an AS 
employee, would break the 
election code.  

“Nowhere does it say I, as 
a candidate, can’t share an 
endorsement in support of 
my campaign,” DeFiesta said 
in a written statement to The 
Western Front. 

Prior to his official filing, 
Ford publicized his concerns 
about alleged campaign code 
violations in a document titled 
“The Rigged Election,” shared 
via Facebook on Saturday, 
May 4. In the document, Ford 
compiled screenshots of social 
media posts that he claimed 
were examples of election 
code violations, as well as cor-
respondences about his con-
cerns with AS board program 
coordinator Annie Byers and 
AS elections coordinator Alec 
Willis. 

Mejia and Solomon de-
clined to comment on griev-
ances filed against them. Mul-
lins and Elevazo could not be 
reached in time for publica-
tion. Drechsel declined to 
comment until after her griev-
ance hearing. 

To view the documents 
mentioned in this article, visit 
the online version of this ar-
ticle at: www.westernfronton-
line.com.

HomesNOW! to build first 
tiny home at Safe Haven

In a planned $50,000 upgrade, project to expand to 20 tiny homes 

Mallory Biggar
The WesTeRn FRonT

Nearly a month after its 
transition from Winter Haven 
to Safe Haven, HomesNOW! 
is making plans to turn their 
tents into tiny homes. 

Jim Peterson, president of 
HomesNOW! and the Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment Department, discussed 
replacing one tent in Safe Hav-
en with a tiny home, according 
to Lisa Pool, a senior planner 
with the City of Bellingham.

Safe Haven, located at 620 
Alabama St., is a temporary 
safe camping site for the Bell-
ingham and Whatcom County 
homeless community, which 
requires a rigorous application 
process upon admittance, ac-
cording to a previous Western 
Front article. 

Peterson said HomesNOW! 
came to an agreement with 
the city to replace one of the 
tents at Safe Haven with a 
tiny home by May 11. Peter-
son said he hopes that by Nov. 
1 of this year, Safe Haven can 
substitute more tents with tiny 
homes at the new site. 

Doug Gustafson, the tech-
nical director of HomesNOW!, 
said the city has approved a 

new site for the camp to relo-
cate to once Safe Haven’s 90-
day permit is up. The site will 
begin with seven tiny homes 
and 13 tents, and the tents will 
gradually transition out as tiny 
homes are built. It would cost 
an estimated $50,000 to build 
20 tiny homes, according to 
Gustafson.

“We have already raised the 
money for the first tiny home, 
which is going to be construct-
ed at Safe Haven,” he said. 
“It's being built as a prototype 
so the city and the public can 
see the structures we're talk-
ing about for final approval.” 

As for Safe Haven, with 20 
residents, the camp is current-
ly running strong, according 
to Peterson.

At the Whatcom County 
Council meeting on April 23, 
members of the HomesNOW! 
board of directors Rachel Du-
val, Gustafson and Peterson 
spoke on behalf of Safe Haven 
and about the data they’ve col-
lected from the camp so far.

“We’ve had to evict some 
residents because they can’t 
follow our rules, but at the 
same time it’s worked out,” 
Gustafson said at the meeting. 
“We [have] six residents per-
manently housed outside of 

the camp.”
Around 72% of residents are 

over the age of 40, with 70% of 
residents also having a source 
of income. Sixty percent of 
residents have a chronic medi-
cal condition, Gustafson said. 

Safe Haven conducts an 
exit poll when residents leave, 
either by choice or eviction, 
Gustafson said. According to 
the poll, 60% of residents were 
not evicted, 20% were evicted 
for multiple reasons, 10% were 
evicted because they were not 
a good fit and 10% were evict-
ed for drug and alcohol related 
issues. 

“We’re not trying to keep 
people at our camp forever; 
it’s meant to be temporary,” 
Gustafson said. “You get a lit-
tle bit of help, you get a place 
to store your stuff, a kitchen, 
electricity, water. After a cer-
tain amount of time, you save 
up a little bit of money, then 
you don’t need to stay at the 
camp anymore.”

HomesNOW! is hosting a 
building event for their first 
tiny home Saturday, May 11, 
where community members 
can help them build or make 
food for the workers, accord-
ing to their Facebook event 
page.

AS
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UNIVERSITY DINING AND CATERING SERVICES 

WE SOURCE FROM 55 LOCAL 
AND REGIONAL PARTNERS 

Kombucha Town - Bellingham, WA 
The Bagelry - Bellingham, WA 
Tony's Coffee - Bellingham, WA 
Avenue Bread - Bellingham, WA 
Erin Baker's - Bellingham, WA 
Hempler's - Ferndale, WA 
Chuckanut Bay Foods - Ferndale, WA 
Cloud Mountain Farm Center - Everson, WA 
Edaleen Dairy - Lynden, WA 
Knutzen Farms - Skagit Valley, WA 
Draper Valley Farms - Skagit Valley, WA 
Ralph's Greenhouse - Mt. Vernon, WA 
Dreamland Specialty Foods - Shoreline, WA 
King's Gourmet - Seattle, WA 
Theo Chocolate - Seattle, WA 
Ellenos Yogurt - Seattle, WA 
Schwartz Brothers Bakery - Seattle, WA 
Choice Organic Tea - Seattle, WA 
Sunfresh Freezerves - Seattle, WA 
Franz Family Bakeries - Seattle, WA 
Continental Mills - Tukwilla, WA 
Island Springs Organics - Vashon Island, WA 
Reser's - Kent, WA 
Yami Yogurt - Auburn, WA 
Zoi Yogurt - Auburn, WA 
Ostrom's Mushroom - Olympia, WA 
Wilcox Farms - Roy, WA 
Domex Super Fresh Growers - Eastern, WA 
Rainier Fruit Co. - Selah, WA 

Carpinito Brothers - Kent, WA 
Basin Gold - Warden, WA 
Bolthouse - Prosser WA 
Borton & Sons - Yakima, WA 
Bouchey - Wapato, WA 
Duris Farm - Puyallup WA 
Richter - Puyallup, WA 
Chelan Fresh - Chelan, WA 
Farmer's Own - WA 
Davidson Commodities - Spokane, WA 
DeGoede Farms - Lewis County, WA 
Domex Superfresh Growers - Yakima, WA 
Fewel Farms - Prosser, WA 
Stretch Fruit Leather - Allyn, WA 
Tazo Tea - Kent, WA 
Tree Top - Selah, WA 
Inaba - Eastern Washington 
Sunset - Eastern WA 
First Fruit - Eastern Washington, WA 
Shepherd's Grain - Portland, OR 
Hilltop Produce - Troutdale, OR 
Bob's Red Mill - Milwaukie, OR 
Pacific Seafood - Clackamas, OR 
Tillamook - Tillamook, OR 
Cal Farms - Oregon City, OR 
Carlton Farms - Carlton, OR 
Hermiston Melons - Hermiston, OR 
Truitt Family Foods - Salem, OR 
Hill's Premium Meats - Pendleton, OR 

Columbia Fruit - Woodland, WA • aramar~ 
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Decision to remove racial slur from 
classrooms reversed by ACC

Former faculty senate president Kristen Larson resigns from Academic Coordinating Commission following a 5-4 vote on racial slurs

Kayla Sousa
The WesTern FronT

Content Warning: 
Referemce to N-word. 

A decision to remove the N-
word slur from classrooms was 
reversed at an Academic Coor-
dinating Commission meeting 
on April 30. 

Kristen Larson, former fac-
ulty senate president and repre-
sentative for the College of Sci-
ence and Engineering, resigned 
in protest from her position 
during the meeting. 

“The Academic Coordinating 
Commission just demonstrated 
just how little value we place on 
the [student] experience, how 
little privilege we are willing to 
give up and how little discom-
fort we are able to tolerate in or-
der to improve their classroom 
environment,” Larson said.

During the ACC meeting on 
April 16, Larson proposed a 
motion to affirm that it’s unac-
ceptable for faculty to say the 
N-word slur in the classroom, 
referencing the Constitution of 
the Faculty of WWU and Fac-
ulty Senate Bylaws. 

Larson notified the commis-
sion chair and reached out to 
the commission to help write 
the motion before the commis-
sion meeting. Larson’s motion 
was brought to the commission 
during the items from the floor 

session of the meeting. The mo-
tion was discussed and passed 
by a vote of 4-3, according to 
Levi Eckman, Associated Stu-
dents vice president of academ-
ic affairs and AS student senate 
chair pro-tempore. The West-
ern Front cannot verify the vote 
from the ACC meeting minutes 
because they have not been 
published online for public 
view. According to Lizzy Ram-
horst, faculty senate parliamen-
tarian, the release of the ACC 
meeting minutes is temporarily 
delayed due to the absence of 
the commission recorder.

“The motion only passed 
because students voted for it,” 
Eckman said. 

The four votes were from 
three student representatives 
on the commission and Larson, 
according to Eckman.

The first item of business 
at the commission meeting on 
April 30 was to revoke the mo-
tion that was passed at the pre-
vious meeting. Rescinding the 
motion would prevent it from 
heading to faculty senate. This 
item of business was not pub-
lished on the Academic Coor-
dinating Commission agenda 
which is unusual, according to 
Larson.

Instead, the motion to re-
scind Larson’s motion was 
brought to the commission dur-
ing a board report given by She-

lia Webb, chair of the ACC, ac-
cording to Larson and Eckman. 

“My frustration is that the 
executive board of the Academ-
ic Coordinating Commission 
made the decision to bring this 
up for a vote but did not give us 
prior notice about it,” Nicole 
Ballard, AS student senator at-
large, said.

Eckman said Larson 
should’ve been told before-
hand as a sign of respect and a 
courtesy, because she under-
stands the commission’s meet-
ing structure as a former faculty 
senate president. 

“I was at least under the im-
pression that Kristen was given 
a heads-up that this was hap-
pening,” Eckman said. “She re-
ceived nothing and I think that 
is really unprofessional.” 

Eckman said the board re-
ports are given by an execu-
tive member of a committee 
about their weekly activity from 
meeting to meeting, and are 
designed to be informative and 
not typically utilized to propose 
motions.

“I think it should’ve been 
an agenda item instead of in 
a board report so that people 
could have prepared,” Eckman 
said. 

Ballard said she found the 
manner in which the executive 
board introduced the motion 
to rescind frustrating because 

it was put into a board report 
rather than on the agenda, de-
valuing all voices in the conver-
sation.  

“I would have loved to have 
brought a new motion forward 
with new language to be voted 
on,” Ballard said. “But because 
there was no communication 
from the executive board, there 
was no possibility of that hap-
pening.”

Larson said Webb and Ste-
ven VanderStaay, vice provost 
for undergraduate education, 
told commissioners that West-
ern would be in serious legal 
trouble if the motion passed at 
the previous meeting were to 
head to senate. 

“Shared governance and 
parliamentary procedure were 
used as weapons bolstered by 
fear mongering and intimida-
tion,” Larson said. “I am disap-
pointed and ashamed.”

Larson asked Ramhorst if 
the motion would be on the 
minutes of the previous meet-
ing. Larson said Ramhorst 
avoided answering her ques-
tion.

Larson claims there were 
private meetings to revoke the 
motion between the chair and 
chosen leadership without the 
rest of the commission.

Ramhorst said although 
there were enough people for 
the April 30 meeting to begin, 

Webb said to wait for more fac-
ulty to arrive, according to both 
Larson and Eckman. 

“I was also a little bit con-
fused because I am one of the 
executive members that should 
have been in that conversation,” 
Eckman said. 

The vote to revoke Larson’s 
motion passed, and the only 
votes against the motion to re-
voke were from Larson and the 
three student representatives, 
according to Eckman and Lar-
son. 

“The conclusion to be drawn 
from these actions is that fac-
ulty governance leadership is 
deeply invested in maintaining 
the status quo of white suprem-
acy and inflames white fragility 
to do so,” Larson said.

Larson said her colleagues in 
the College of Science and En-
gineering should be wary that 
their college is now without 
a representative on the ACC. 
Larson said she has witnessed 
the senate and the commission 
bludgeon people of color, fac-
ulty and students, by both word 
and deed. 

“Faculty senate has become 
where white people tell 
themselves that everything is 
fine and that nothing needs to 
change,” Larson said following 
the meeting. “Think carefully 
before engaging with a structure 
that so violently silences the 

Crista Blowers
The WesTern FronT

A campus advisory notified 
students on Monday, May 
6, of an arson investigation 
following a fire set to a wall 
outside the Environmental 
Studies building. The fire 
destroyed a poster advertising 
an event held by Students for 
Life of America, called “Lies 
Feminists Tell”.

According to the alert, the 
fire was set on Saturday, May 
4, and caused approximately 
$500 worth of damages.

“We are handling this fire as 
an arson. Intentionally setting 
such a fire is foolish and very 
dangerous,” Darin Rasmussen, 
chief of University Police said. 
“We are actively investigating 
and I hope we can find the per-
son responsible for this crime.” 

According to Washington 
State Legislature section RCW 
9A.48.030, arson in the second 
degree is a class B felony and 
could result in up to 10 years 
in jail, a fine of $20,000 or 
both. Kristi Hamrick, media 
strategist for Students for 
Life of America, said Students 
for Life is an organization in 
support of the pro-life stance 
on abortion.

“We strongly condemn this 
act of violence and intimidation. 
We challenge anyone who 

disagrees with us to come 
to hear the presentation on 
Thursday instead of resorting 
to cowardly acts of violence,” 
Hamrick said. 

Hamrick added that 
students can attend and 
participate in the free event 
hosted by Kristan Hawkins, 
president of Students for Life 
of America. 

“What is tragic about the 
current discussion on life is that 
those who dehumanize the pre-
born now dehumanize those 
who defend them," Hamrick 
said. "Abortion mentality can 
destroy civil discourse and how 
far some have fallen from the 
compassionate response to the 
human rights issue of our day,” 
Hamrick said. 

Students For Life 
encourages students to ask 
questions and have an open 
discussion on abortion.

The event will be held on 
Thursday, May 9, in room 
105 of the Communications 
Facility, from 7-9 p.m., 
according to the organization’s 
Facebook event page.  

Police encourage anyone 
with information regarding 
who may be responsible for the 
fire to call University Police at 
360-650-3555. 

Anonymous tips or infor-
mation can also be reported at 
360-650-7233.

Whatcom County Jail treats 
inmates with opioid use disorder

Ian Ferguson
The WesTern FronT

The Whatcom County Jail 
will begin implementing an 
opioid addiction treatment 
program to inmates who are 
addicted to opiate-based drugs. 
The program was finalized in 
a settlement agreement over a 
civil lawsuit between the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union and 
Whatcom County Jail.  

On June 6, 2018, the ACLU 
filed a class-action lawsuit 
against the Whatcom County 
Sheriff's Office for denying in-
mates with opioid use disorder 
— a disability acknowledged 
and protected by the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act — 
their medication, according to 
court documents. 

While the sheriff's office 
said they were developing the 
program prior to the lawsuit, 
the ACLU claimed their policy 
of refusing treatment was 
illegal. 

Over the past year, Whatcom 
County and the ACLU have 
worked to develop a proper 
program and have come to a 
settlement, which was signed 
by all parties on April 26, 
according to the settlement 
document. The settlement is 
now awaiting approval by the 
court. 

A report by ACLU said the 
settlement is the first class-
action lawsuit that has resulted 
in a jail changing its entire policy 
to provide a treatment plan to 
all individuals diagnosed with 
opioid use disorder. 

According to a report by the 
sheriff's office, the medication-
assisted treatment program, 
referred to as MAT, has three 
phases, two of which have al-
ready been implemented.

Bill Elfo, the Whatcom 
County sheriff, said the first 
phase began in September of 
2018 and intends to help in-
mates who are experiencing the 
physical symptoms of opioid 
withdrawal — using drugs to 
slowly taper them off opiates 
and diminish the withdrawal 
period. 

The second phase allows 

patients who were already on 
a treatment program prior to 
their incarceration to continue 
with their program while incar-
cerated, Elfo said. This phase 
began in February.

He said that while the first 
two phases are still in their 
beginning stages, the impact 
of their implementation has 
not been substantial. This is 
primarily because there isn’t 
a large pool of people that are 
medically qualified for the pro-
grams.

Elfo said the third phase 
is where they hope to see the 
greatest impact. 

Elfo said the final phase will 
begin in about five weeks and 
will give willing inmates the 
means to begin a treatment 
program while incarcerated. 
This is intended to aid inmates 
with opioid use disorder into a 
lasting recovery.  

“Phase three is where we re-
ally want to see the progress of 
being able to connect with peo-
ple and hopefully get them out 
of the criminal justice system,” 
Elfo said. 

The lawsuit in 2018 was 
filed by the ACLU on behalf of 
two inmates who were denied 
access to medication for opioid 
use disorder, according to an 
ACLU report.

The report says because 
opioid use disorder is 
acknowledged and protected by 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the Whatcom County Jail 
policy of refusing medication 
was illegal. 

“Singling out a group of 
people because of their disabil-
ity and denying them access to 
medical services to which they 
would otherwise be entitled is 
prohibited under the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act,” the 
ACLU stated. 

Elfo said the Sheriff's office 
have been working on a MAT 
program since 2016, nearly 
two years prior to the lawsuit. 
He said it was a “pioneering 
activity,” and at the time there 
was not a clear set of protocols 
established to easily adopt and 
implement a MAT program. 

He said they received a small 

grant to study what success-
ful MAT programs around the 
country looked like.

There were two main 
hurdles in the process, Elfo 
said. The first was the lack 
of community-based MAT 
programs in Whatcom County. 
He said they were hesitant 
about treating people in jail 
only to release them with no 
option to continue treatment. 

Now, with the 
implementation of phase three 
on the horizon, Whatcom 
County has several community-
based treatment programs, 
Elfo said. 

The second issue was the jail 
itself, he said. The drugs used 
with MAT — primarily Subox-
one — have a high potential for 
abuse. 

“People use it to get high,” 
Elfo said. “It happens all the 
time.” 

Because of this, detoxing 
inmates have to be observed 
closely and must be held sepa-
rately from other inmates. He 
said the jail did not have the ad-
equate space to implement this. 

“We believe it’s an illness, 
addiction, and we want to be 
able to treat it better, and get 
people out of the criminal 
justice system and into the 
treatment system,” Elfo said. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, two thirds of all 
drug overdoses in the U.S. 
involve an opioid-based drug. 
The number of drug overdoses 
from opioids was nearly six 
times higher in 2017 than in 
1999. 

In a 2017 report,  the 
Whatcom County Medical 
Examiner found that 26 people 
had died of overdoses in the 
county— most resulted from 
mixing opioids with other 
drugs like methamphetamine, 
cocaine and alcohol. 

“Whatcom County has 
been suffering from the opioid 
epidemic, just like the rest of 
Washington and our nation,” 
Elfo said in a report. “MAT 
helps people manage their ad-
diction and saves lives.” 

'Lies Feminists Tell' event 
poster set ablaze on campusFollowing class action lawsuit by ACLU, Whatcom County Sheriff’s 

Office implements opioid addiction treatment program

The burning of the 'Lies Feminist Tell' poster is being 
investigated as arson.// Photo by Abby Theige
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International Workers’ Day benefit honors undocumented workers and their families

Brodie Pirtle
The WesTern FronT

In August of 2018, 16 
undocumented workers were 
seized on their way to work 
at Granite Precasting and 
Concrete Inc. in Bellingham. 
Eight months later, a 
number of the men and 
their families shared their 
experiences of being targeted 
by U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement at the 
International Workers’ Day 
Benefit at Localgroup Studio on 
Wednesday, May 1. 

The benefit put on by Raid 
Relief to Reunite Families and 
Community to Community 
honored workers who have been 
deported or faced the threat 
of deportation. Community 
to Community is a women-
led grassroots organization 
dedicated to food sovereignty 

and immigrant rights, and Raid 
Relief to Reunite Families was 
co-founded by family members 
affected by the raid as a way 
to fund bonds, legal fees and 
living expenses for the families, 
Raid Relief to Reunite Families 
co-founder Marisol Chapina 
said.

Since the raid, nine of the 
16 men have been deported 
and the other seven are cur-
rently awaiting court hearings 

to receive their work permits 
and visas, she said. Many of the 
men’s families have been liv-
ing without a source of income 
in the meantime, according to 
Chapina.  

The event included a panel 
discussion with the men who 
worked at Granite Precasting 
and Concrete Inc. and their 
families, along with a silent 
auction and live music. The 
auction included works 

from local artists, along with 
coupons to local businesses. 

Edgar Franks, a Community 
to Community organizer, 
discussed the way immigrants 
help build the labor movement 
and contribute to the fight for 
civil rights and services. Franks 
said people need to realize that 
the labor movement is also a 
global movement. Franks said 
there is not enough protection 
for immigrants, resulting in 
large amounts of deportations. 

"There is a lack of oversight 
and protections even though 
institutions don't do that job, 
changing this is a global job," 
Franks said. 

According to Chapina, 
the men have not been to 
work for eight months, and 
they are working through 
the government shutdown 
which set back court dates to 
move forward with the visa 
process. Some of the men are 
doing volunteer work with 
Community to Community, 
and some of the men are even 
going back to school to learn 
English, she said. 

Jorge Interiano, one of 
the men detained following 
the raid, talked about his 
experience during the panel. 
Interiano said when wages were 
low in Honduras, he risked his 
life to leave and provide for his 
family. Before being detained, 
he said he enjoyed working in 
construction. 

"My heart was filled with joy 
being here in the United States, 
and it is difficult to explain how 
I feel about what happened,” he 
said.

Laura Noriega, whose 
husband Julio was deported Vincent Feliciano (Salish Son) performs at the International Workers' Day Benefit in Bellingham May 1, 2019. // Photo by Zachary Jimenez

following the raid, also shared 
her story of having a loved one 
detained by ICE. 

"It was a normal day, and 
nobody could imagine what 
was about to happen to us," 
Noriega said. 

Noriega said she is unable 
to work as a mother of five chil-
dren. She said she was very ap-
preciative of all the donations 
from the community.  

The last member of the panel 
to speak who was detained in 
the raid, Jahn Zúniga, said he 
had already experienced the 
deportation a family member. 
He said he has not seen his 
father since he was taken away 
by ICE five years ago. 

Zúniga was in the Northwest 
Detention Center in Tacoma 
for five months before being re-
leased in January, he said. He 
explained how poorly he was 
treated while being detained. 

"Humiliation happens 
when you are detained, and 
treatment in the detention is 
completely inhumane," Zúniga 
said.  

Members of the panel went 
to Olympia in March and 
talked to state legislators in 
hopes to get information about 
changes in the future regarding 
undocumented people 
being deported. Interiano 
and Noriega went to Latino 
Legislative Day to talk to state 
legislators about lobbying for 
better protections. 

"I am hoping our actions 
help families in the future, so 
they don't have to go through 
what I am currently," Noriega 
said.  

According to Zúniga, he was 
one of the seven men detained 

Local Bellingham band The Mary Ann''s Wins Battle of the Bands

and released on bond. Interiano 
has court dates starting 
Thursday, May 2, but some of 
the other men detained won’t 
have theirs until 2022, Chapina 
said. It is a long process to 
receive work visas after being 
detained by ICE, Zúniga said. 

The Localgroup Studio 
provided the space for the 
event and all the proceeds from 
the silent auction went to the 
Raid Relief to Reunite families. 
Boundary Bay Brewery 
donated alcoholic beverages 
and Jalapeños donated food for 
the event as well.  

Local artist Salish Son per-
formed at the event as well. 
Vincent Feliciano, the man be-
hind Salish Son, expressed how 
his music is empowering to his 
community and Salish people 
that don't have the platform to 
share their voice. 

Chapina spoke about the 
next steps for helping the 
families affected. She said the 
organization is working hard 
to assist the families with legal 
fees and funds.   

Franks reminded everyone 
at the event how close to home 
the government is detaining 
these workers explaining 
where the detention centers 
are in the county. "There 
are three detention centers 
in Whatcom County; it's a 
discipline mechanism that is in 
the system," Franks said.  

Franks also explained how 
the workers are a huge part of 
the labor movement. 

“We need to realize that the 
labor movement fight is also a 
global movement,” Franks said. 

Members of the panel and 
organizations that put the 

benefit together expressed 
their thanks to the community 
for their efforts multiple times. 

Chapina said anyone can 
donate and support these 
families through Community 
to Community at c2cinfo@
foodjustice.org.

(above) Edgar Franks gave 
an opening statement at the 
International Workers' Day 
Benefit in Bellingham May 
1.  // Photos by Zachary 
Jimenez

(right) Laura Noriega shared 
her family's story during 
the panel discussion at the 
International Workers' Day 
Benefit in Bellingham May 
1. // Photos by Zachary 
Jimenez

Maxwell Leidig
The WesTern FronT

The audience at the 
Bellingham Alternative 
Library anxiously awaited 
the judge’s to announce the 
winner of Western’s Battle 
of the Bands, Sunday, May 5. 
Audience members clapped 
and cheered as Ruben Gomez 
announced The Mary Anns 
will perform at Western’s 2019 
Lawnstock music festival on 
the Communications Lawn.

The Mary Anns, an 
Americana-inspired band, 
took the stage with a modern 
folk sound combined with a 
classical violin. The five piece 
band is made up of Skylar 
Tibbetts, Skylar Kaster, 
Serafima Healy, Elijah Kirk 
and Ben Weaver. 

Tibbetts and Healy said 
they have been playing music 
together for over a year and 
a half. Since the two started, 
they’ve slowly recruited three 
more members including the 
newest addition, drummer 
Ben Weaver. The performance 
was his second time playing 
with the Mary Anns. 

“We feel extremely lucky 
to have played with such 

talented musicians and having 
been part of such an awesome 
event as a whole,” Tibbetts 
said. “The great thing about 
this community is regardless 
of who won this ‘battle’, the 

other bands still came up to us 
afterwards to congratulate us.”

Gomez, the Associated 
Students Underground Coffee 
House coordinator, ran three 
previous rounds of Western’s 

Sounds of the Underground: 
Battle of the Bands competition 
at the Underground Coffee 
House, but decided that the 
final round be held off-campus. 

“My favorite all-ages space 

is the Alternative Library,” 
Gomez said. “It’s close to 
campus and it's a nice change 
that helps to integrate the 
Bellingham music community 
with the Western music 
community.” 

The four finalists, Analog 
Brass, Idell Drive, Sidney 
and the Guys and the Mary 
Anns  were selected through 
three rounds of competition 
leading up to the finals.The 
three judges, Katie Grey, 
director of the Makeshift, 
Hollie Huthman, co-owner 
of the Shakedown and Alan 
Schellenberger, Western’s 
Music Department alumnus 
and drummer in Bob Fossil, 
chose the winner from the 
group of four finalists. 

Analog Brass, a six-piece 
brass group, started the 
night off by marching from 
Western’s campus all the way 
down Billy Frank Jr. Street, 
playing for onlookers and 
pedestrians before marching 
to the venue.

Analog Brass played a five-
song set, including an instru-
mental rendition of “Old Town 
Road,” a popular country song 
by Lil Nas X and Billy Ray 
Cyrus. They finished off their 

set with a packed audience and 
a line extending outside the 
door with people waiting to get 
in.

Idell Drive, an alternative-
rock trio based out of 
Bellingham, switched up 
the mood by striking heavy 
guitar riffs. Despite it being a 
school night, the energy and 
amplitude of Marcus Benson, 
Alex Golombek and Zach 
Cowin kept peoples hands up 
and the heads bobbing. 

Sidney Amos, Zach Bassett 
and Ryan Barney took the 
stage under the name Sidney 
and the Guys for the last act 
of the night. Their mixture of 
piano, guitar and drums had 
the audience jumping up and 
down before transitioning into 
a slow piece to close out the 
night.

Kyle Venooker, a volunteer 
at the Alternative Library, said 
it is important to have  safe and 
radical places for marginalized 
people to come and amplify 
their voices. 

“There's a lot of really 
positive stuff that happens 
here,” Venooker said. “We get 
to foster a really diverse and 
unique music scene.” 

Tibbetts said The Mary 

The Alterative Library sign 
welcomes people to the 
finale of the Sounds of the 
Underground Battle of the 
Bands on Sunday, May 5. // 
Photo by Maxwell Leidig

Analog Brass crosses High Street on their way to the Alternative Library after playing for pedestrians 
and onlookers during their march down Billy Frank Jr. Street to the venue.  // Photo by Maxwell Leidig

(above) The Mary Anns 
practice outside before their 
permormance on May 5. // 
Photo by Mike Oh

(right) The Mary Anns perform 
at the finale of the Sounds of 
the Underground Battle of the 
Bands at the Alternative Library 
on Sunday, May 5. // Photo by 
Mike Oh

Anns have several shows com-
ing up, and are busy preparing 
to release new music soon.

“We are also releasing an 
EP shortly and will have shirts 
later this month,” Tibbetts 
said. 

 According to Tibbetts, the 
four bands plan on holding a 
jam session in celebration of 
the event. 

• 
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"They don’t take in account that a lot of 
students have a lot of primary family. They 
don’t realize that there are a lot of first 
generation students and they want to see 
their siblings graduate. I wouldn’t want my 

family watching me from a TV screen."

Kayla Cisneros
Business and Sustainability

“Graduation is a really big thing. For 
those who have a really big family it's 
also a big deal. You only graduate from 
college usually only one time, I think 
they should have a certain amount of 
tickets other than the small amount. If it 
was to be held outside or if Carver was 
bigger or they just redid the layout it 

could be accommodated for.”

Tyler Brohaugh
Business

“I think you should take pride in 
graduating college and being able to 
invite your entire family to watch you 
walk and only having five tickets, you 

won't be able to do that."

Sadie Mcgregor
Early Childhood Education

“I do think it’s kind of lame thinking 
about that and having to choose. If there 
are students that have split families, 
there is not a lot of space available to 
celebrate that as a family. It can be really 

challenging.”

Michelle Christensen
Human Services

Compiled by Mona Ghorbani

Do you think the 
limit on the amount 
of grad tickets you 
can get negatively 
affects students?

VIKING VOICES

aries
don't let the 
easiest path 
tempt you. 
it's well-worn 
in only one 
direction.

gemini
if you have the 
energy to be 
upset about it, 
you probably have 
the energy to do 
something about it.

taurus
any trial you 

face has nothing 
to do with your 
own magnitude. 

earthquakes are 
almost always 
imperceptable

cancer
you've worn a 
hole in your 

comfort zone 
. if you fall 
through it, 

who will 
catch you?

leo
if your voice gets 
stuck in your 
chest, push it out 
of your heart 
instead.

virgo
Your idols have dirty 

hands but if you 
squint real close you 
could probably tell 

already, right?

libra
The affection you 

crave is liquid, 
it'll fall 

through your 
sieve. find 
something 

solid this week.

scorpio
There's someone 
in your ear 
telling you 
only what you 
want to hear. 
echoes sound 
better outside. 

sagittarius
The truth is better 

left under 
several layers of 
lies in this case. 

it'll come out 
when it's ready. 

Don't push it.

capricorn
Changes are on 
the horizon. it's 
easier to let them 
happen to you, but 
it's not always 
better. you can 
make it happen, too.

aquarius

Who's telling you 
what to do? 
Who's telling 
them what to do? 
Do you think it's 
you?

pisces

horoscope
may 8 – may 15  
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Contrary to popular belief, the whole 
point of entering college is to leave it. One 
piece of paper and a hat with a funky little 
tassle and suddenly the world is, in theory, 
your oyster. It’s the most important day of 
some people's lives. More than the birth 
of your children or your wedding, your 
college graduation celebrates a tangible 
recognition of your four, five, six years 
of hard work. It’s something everyone 
you love should be able to watch you 
experience. 

The University of Washington has a 
phrase on their website about graduation 
tickets:

“We will do everything possible to 
ensure that students are able to invite as 
many family and friends as they wish.”

However, it’s important to note that 
an average of 5,000 graduates sit in the 
center of Husky Field for their ceremony, 
a stadium that holds up to 70,000 people. 
That means each graduate can fit around 
12 people there to watch one of the most 
important days of their life.

Unfortunately, at Western, you get 
four or five free tickets to your graduation 
ceremony. That number may not even 
cover everyone’s immediate family. The 
problem isn’t in the tickets — it’s in the 

capacity. Western is simply expanding 
too fast for a space as small as Sam Carver 
Gym to hold enough people to watch their 
loved ones graduate. 

Graduation numbers hover at about 

1,800 students during spring quarter. 
Divided into four ceremonies, students 
graduating in Carver Gym can make sure 
their five closest loved ones are able to 
grab tickets. Students with extra tickets 
will often take to the re-sale of their 
surplus tickets, creating a bloated and, 
transparently, slimy supply and demand 
situation. For the record, if you send 
back your extra tickets, the school will 
redistribute them. 

Students and their families have the 
option to queue for one more ticket, but 
there’s no guarantee they’ll receive it, and 
grandma may be forced to wait outside, 
or watch the livestream of the ceremony 
in the Science, Math, and Technology 
Education building. 

The SMATE building livestream was 
set up as a way to direct that overflow of 
attendees. It’s a good idea, but it won’t solve 
the underlying issue at hand; Western 
accepts too many students. In 2015, they 
accepted nearly 4,000 new students. In 
2018, that number has gone up by nearly 
300 people, but there haven’t been any new 
dorms since 2011. Departmental budgets 
and hiring numbers have mostly stayed 
the same. So has the graduation rate. So 
where are we fitting in all these students, 

Outgoing students are affected by Western's 
increasing incoming student rate

The other day I got sick. I had intense 
nausea, stomach pain, dizziness, joint pain 
and fatigue. This went on for a few days, so I 
decided to call the Student Health Center. I was 
encouraged to speak to a nurse on the phone 
prior to scheduling a same-day appointment.

After I explained my symptoms, the nurse 
asked me if it was possible that I was pregnant.

“I’m male, so that’s unlikely,” I replied.
Granted, I hadn’t provided the nurse with 

my W number, so there was no way for her 
to look at my health chart, but why did she 
assume I was female? 

I do not have a uterus. I have never had a 
uterus. I am cis. I am male. I am gay.

I am also becoming increasingly annoyed.
Over the years, I’ve been continually sur-

prised at how those in the medical profession 
make assumptions based on my voice. I am 
never misgendered in person, but this happens 
to me frequently over the phone.

The first time was with the pharmacy while 
I was in high school. My doctor had sent an 
prescription over, and I received a call to verify 
my information since I hadn’t been a customer 
at this location before.

What could’ve been a quick call turned 
into an extended conversation wherein the 
pharmacy employee was unable to get my 
insurance to work. We went back and forth, and 
eventually resorted to verifying every single 
detail on file for me in their computer system.

We checked the spelling of my name, my 
address and other details to no avail. And then 
the pharmacy employee asked, “female, right?” 

Nope, I am not female. I just have, for lack 
of a better descriptor, a gay voice. And then the 
insurance worked.

This has happened to me many times, 
including a call with Premera Blue Cross 
insurance where the customer service agent 
didn’t believe I was who I said I was; and 
insisted I had to be my mother instead.

I hope just one medical professional at the 
health center (or anywhere) reads this and takes 
a moment to think about the assumptions they 
make. I’m not particularly upset about this be-
cause it was so laughable, but that is unlikely to 
be everyone's experience.

Making assumptions based on someone's 
voice is stupid. Let’s not do that.

In the meantime, you’re all invited to my 
baby shower.

Not pregnant, 
just gay

Guest Opinion 
Reporter Cooper Campbell

You need rules to 
live, but only 
when they're 

convenient 
to what you 
were already doing. 

Emily Feek
The WesTern FronT

The force was strong in 
Bellingham on Saturday, May 
4, as “Star Wars” fans poured 
into Old School Tattoo and 
Piercing for their third an-
nual flash sale.

 The sale was from noon to 
7 p.m., giving fans an oppor-
tunity to get walk-in tattoos 
designed by Paul Foertsch 
and Ramsey Rye. The flash 
sale offered a limited number 
of designs, both new and old, 
for customers to choose from, 
Old School’s social media 
manager JD McKnight, said.

 Foertsch, the owner of Old 
School, said holding a “Star 
Wars” flash sale was a natu-
ral choice for the shop and its 
artists.

 “Most of us here in the 
shop grew up in that era 
and have a deep love of ‘Star 
Wars,’” Foertsch said.

 The first May 4 flash sale 
was held in 2017 and ran 
Thursday through Saturday, 
but has since been scaled 
back to one day, according to 
Foertsch.

 Their love of the fran-
chise was visible in the shop, 
including themed art on the 
walls created by Old School 
artists, a Millennium Falcon 
Lego set mounted beside 
Foertsch’s workstation, a 
shadow box of Princess Leia 
created by Rye and a man-
nequin wearing a Boba Fett 

costume that Foertsch as-
sembled.

 Before the event started, 
Foertsch and Rye stopped to 
take pictures with Eric Pope, 
an Anacortes resident visiting 
to celebrate “Star Wars” 
day by marching around 
Bellingham in a Chewbacca 
costume.

 A wide variety of 
fans entered the shop to 
participate in the flash sale, 
from tattoo novices to tattoo 
veterans covered in ink. A 
trio of participants even 
commuted from out of town 
to participate in the event. 
Jordan Foley of Burlington 

and Marissa and Michael 
Shearer from Mount Vernon 
described themselves as “Star 
Wars” super fans.

 “It just seemed too good 
to pass up,” Michael Shearer 
said.

 Shearer already had a tat-
too of the rebel alliance logo 
when he entered the shop and 
left with a pair of wrist tattoos 
featuring TIE fighter and X-
wing  starfighters.

 “The Empire Strikes 
Back” was a fan favorite at 
the event. The artists asked 
customers which “Star Wars” 
movie was their favorite, and 
Foertsch said almost every-

one’s answer was Episode V, 
although someone did cite 
Episode III as a favorite for 
its “meme value.”

 Despite the shared allure 
of the “Star Wars” movies, 
each customer had a different 
reason for getting their space-
themed tattoo.

 For Jenna Grossarth it 
was about nostalgia. Gros-
sarth said she wasn’t a big fan 
of the franchise and didn’t 
have a favorite film, but her 
mom loved the series and she 
associated it with her.

 “It’s more like thinking 
about my mom,” Grossarth 
explained.

 Grossarth chose a 
Chewbacca tattoo, and placed 
it on her calf next to a tattoo 
of a character her husband 
designed. Another reason she 
got the tattoo was because she 
jokingly refers to her husband 
as “Chewie,” Grossarth said.

 University of Washing-
ton student Maddie Domico 
participated in the flash sale 
and got her first tattoo, an X-
wing starfighter encircled by 
a wreath. She said she loved 
the series and the designs 
that Old School was offering, 
and she was planning on get-
ting a tattoo anyway.

 The tattoo artists brought 
their passion for both “Star 
Wars” and tattooing to the 
event. Rye and Foertsch were 
joined by fellow Old School 
tattooist Jesse La Farge, who 
didn’t design his own tattoos 
for the event but helped tat-

too customers.
 Foertsch has been tattoo-

ing at Old School since 2002, 
and said he loves tattooing as 
both a job and an art form. 
He said he considered going 
to art school in Seattle but 
ended up moving to Belling-
ham and later taking on an 
apprenticeship with a local 
tattoo shop.

 “I kind of fell into it,” he 
said. “Once I got into it, I re-
alized it was a really good fit 
for my personality and skill 
set.”

 His fellow artist, Rye, 
learned to tattoo from the 
previous shop owner. After 
his apprenticeship ended, he 
chose to continue working at 
Old School, Rye said.

 “It’s a good location and I 
like the people I work with,” 
Rye said. “I didn’t see any 
reason to leave.”

 Foertsch, Rye and 
McKnight all agreed that 
the shop’s culture was a 
significant reason why they 
enjoyed being at Old School, 
both for interactions with co-
workers and with customers.

 “It’s a lot of talking to peo-
ple and hearing their stories,” 
McKnight said. “You get to 
meet a lot of cool people.”  

Regardless of whether 
customers are having 
tattoos custom designed 
or participating in flash 
sales like the “Star Wars” 
Day event, everyone brings 
their own experiences to the 
process. 

'Star Wars' fans celebrate May the fourth with fresh ink
Tattoo newcomers and old-timers alike come together for “Star Wars” themed tattoos at Old School Tattoo and Piercing 

Maddie Domico marks her body for the first time with a "Star 
Wars" tattoo at Old School Tattoo & Piercing during their 
“May the Fourth Be With You” sale. Domico said she favors the 
original "Star Wars" movies over the newer ones, hence the 
starfighter tattoo. // Photo by Emily Porter
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Love skater Shammunition ex-
pressed appreciation for new 
members.

“A lot of people that already 
play derby hop around leagues 

and then also, though, we re-
ally love fresh meat coming 
in and learning the game and 
growing on that pool because 
once you start it’s like you 
can’t stop,” she said. 

If there’s one thing Haz-
zard wants potential players 
to know, it’s that the sport is 
extremely inclusive to people 
of different backgrounds and 
experiences, she said. 

“The key to [roller derby] 
is that anybody can try it,” 
Hazzard said. “When I first 
started skating, I was skating 
with someone who was doing 
their Ph.D. in molecular chem-
istry and somebody who was 
the mother of four children … 
There’s just this wide variety.” 

You can catch more derby 
action at the league’s next dou-
bleheader on Saturday, May 18 
at WCC’s Pavilion. The first 
bout between the Cog Block-
ers and the Snake Pit Derby 
Dames from Coeur D’Alene, 
Idaho starts at 5 p.m. and 
Team F.L.A.S.H will take on 
Tough Love at 7 p.m. 
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Bellingham Roller Betties
Aryonna Willoughby
THE WESTERN FRONT

People boisterously cheer 
from cramped gym bleachers 
over the sound of blaring rock 
music as roller skaters deter-
minedly hustle past each other 
on a makeshift track. This isn’t 
your typical skateway. Bright 
outfits, crazy face paint, wacky 
names, and helmets and pads 
mark the skaters as roller der-
by athletes.

This was the scene at the 
second competition of the sea-
son for the Bellingham Roller 
Betties, Bellingham’s women’s 
roller derby league. Founded 
in 2006 by a group of local 
skaters, the league is currently 
in the middle of their 12th sea-
son. 

Roller derby is a full-con-
tact sport in which one skater 
from each team, the “jam-
mer,” races around an oval 
track in order to earn points. 
The catch? The jammer has 
to evade four players from 
the opposing team, known as 
“blockers.” 

One fan of the sport, Holly 
Tobosa, said she sees the ath-
letes as role models for her 
own daughter . 

“I like to bring her. It’s re-
ally positive, [there’s] a lot of 
strong women,” Tobosa said. 
“We just love it- the pace of it, 
the body positivity, the inten-
sity, the sportsmanship, and 
the music.”

After the Betties first-ever 
game in 2007, things took off 
quickly. Dottie Hazzard works 
on the league’s marketing 
committee and coaches Team 
F.L.A.S.H, one of the three 
home teams that make up the 
Betties. She said the crowds 
started getting too large so 
the league had to move away 
from competing at the Lyn-
den Skateway and relocate to 
Whatcom Community Col-
lege’s Pavilion & Student Rec-
reation Center. 

Since then, things appear 
to have worked out. The com-
petitions draw in a diverse 
crowd. A large ensemble of the 
young, old, and everyone in 
between filled the majority of 

the bleachers on the April 27 
doubleheader.

According to the league’s 
webpage, volunteers set up a 
“Bitties table” outside of the 
gym, offering activities such 
as arts and crafts and skater 
autographs for younger fans. 
In addition to having family 
seating options available, the 
venue also offers a beer garden 
for fans 21+.  

Hazzard said there are 
many different volunteer op-
tions that people can sign up 
for, and most of them don’t re-
quire a pair of skates.

The Betties appreciate help 
with setting up the gymnasium 
on bout days and working con-
cessions, ticketing, and mer-
chandise booths. Other vol-
unteer opportunities include 
security at the beer garden and 
taking down the track after the 
bouts, Hazzard said. Volun-
teers also get free admission to 
the bouts, where tickets typi-
cally cost $15. 

For those interested in 
competing, the league hosts 
an eight-week long training 

camp called “Booty Camp” ev-
ery August for $40. Although 
Hazzard finds the price pretty 
affordable, she admitted it can 
start getting expensive con-

sidering the added cost of the 
needed equipment. However, 
the league does offer equip-
ment for people to try out for 
free for the first few days.

Those interested in joining 
shouldn’t worry about their 
possible lack of skating experi-
ence, Hazzard said. 

“If you’ve done track, you’re 
going to do great. If you’ve 
done weightlifting, you’re go-
ing to feel confident. If you’ve 
been a couch potato for the last 
20 years and you just want to 
make some friends, you’re still 
going to be fine,” Hazzard said. 

Upon finishing with train-
ing, athletes then become 
members of The Grit Pit, the 
league’s skaters-in-training 
program. Once in The Grit 
Pit, athletes become eligible to 
be drafted by one of the three 
hometeams: Team F.L.A.S.H, 
Tough Love, or the Cog Block-
ers. 

After coming away with a 
tight win over the Petersburg 
Ragnarök Rollers from Alaska 
on the April 27 bout, Tough 

 A family-friendly atmosphere and serious booty-kicking come together at the Bellingham Roller Betties’ roller derby matches

Michelle Townsdin (Dita Von Teeth) skates around the rink during a bout against the Petersburg 
Ragnarok Rollers on April 27. // Photo by Zachary Jimenez

Tough Love player Brittany Vermeer (Killah B) gets her shirt 
tugged by teammate Michelle Townsdin (Dita Von Teeth) during 
a bout. // Photo by Zachary Jimenez

Racing for Records
Andrew McClain

THE WESTERN FRONT

“It’s always been my dream 
to break records,” Karling-
ton Anunagba said of his 
track aspirations as he sat 
in Sam Carver Gymnasi-
um, surrounded by pictures 
of Viking Hall of Famers.

At 17 years old, the first-year 
Western track & field sprinter is 
on the verge of doing just that.

However, Anunagba had al-
ready covered a lot of ground 
before he even had the chance 
to lace up his shoes as a Viking.

Born in the state of New 
York, Anunagba is a dual U.S. 
and Nigerian citizen. He at-
tended high school at Atlantic 
Hall in Epe, Nigeria, where at 
14 years old, he set the school 
record of 10.7 seconds for the 
men’s 100-meter. It’s a mark 
he would surely have im-
proved with more time at At-
lantic Hall, but he graduated 
soon after setting the record 
and started high school early.

After graduating, Anunagba 
had some time to kill before 
going to college. Leaving his 
parents behind in Lagos, Ni-
geria, he traveled back to New 
York with his twin sister, Kar-
en Anunagba. In New York, he 
spent almost three years train-
ing to become a better runner.

“I stayed in Manhattan, 
so it was always noisy and 
busy,” Anunagba said. “Bell-
ingham is way different.”

However, Anunagba point-
ed to that difference as one of 
the main appeals of Western.

“I chose Western because 
I wanted to try someplace en-
tirely new,” Anunagba said.

It’s a decision his fam-
ily, including four sisters and 
a brother, fully supported.

“I was kind of nervous 
for him [to go to Western,]” 
Karen Anunagba said, add-
ing that the distance between 
them was her main concern.

Despite that nervousness, 
Karen Anunagba said she saw 

it as a great opportunity for 
her brother. Anunagba trans-
ferred to Western in Janu-
ary and his sister said she 
has already seen him make 
great progress as a runner. 

“He’s getting much 
faster,” Karen Anunag-
ba said. “It’s fun to see.”

Anunagba said he’s worked 
hard to see that improve-
ment, but also gives credit to 
the coaching staff at Western.

“The only obstacle in my 
way was my running form,” 
Anunagba said. “I didn’t know 
how to run properly, so when 
I got to Western coach Dud-
ley took his time to work with 
me, and now I’m getting it.”

Assistant coach Eric Dud-

ley spoke highly of Anun-
agba in terms of raw ath-
letic potential, but also 
praised the young sprinter 
for being an avid learner.

“When he was re-learn-
ing his running form he took 
the lessons to heart,” Dud-
ley said. “He would take 
feedback, think about it, 
and then ask questions.”

Dudley said it’s a sign of 
how seriously Anunagba takes 

his sport. That seriousness ex-
tends to his academics as well.

Anunagba said that his goal 
is to maintain a 3.7 GPA or 
higher, but he doesn’t think 
he’s set the bar too high for 
himself as he seeks his de-
gree in business management.

“I just have to look at 
my own personal goals,” 
Anunagba said. “If I work 
hard, I know I can live up 
to my own expectations.”

Anunagba doesn’t 
let that goal keep him 
from having fun, though.

Dudley described him as 
being a bit of a jokester and 
said that he helps keep the 
atmosphere light when the 
strain of competition can 

start to feel overwhelming.
“He’s just fun to have 

around,” Dudley said.
Angelo Fernandez, a sec-

ond-year sprinter and hurdler 
for the Vikings, said he couldn’t 
agree more with that sentiment.

“The first thing I noticed 

about him was just what a 
friendly guy he was,” Fer-
nandez said. “He thought 
everything was funny.”

The second thing Fernan-
dez noticed about Anunagba?

“This kid is faster 
than all of us,” Fernan-
dez said while laughing.

Fernandez described An-
unagba as having a good head 
on his shoulders, and praised 
him for wanting to learn and to 
become a stronger runner. It’s 
a desire that Anunagba attrib-
uted to his competitive nature.

“I always want to win my 
races,” Anunagba said. “I don’t 
even like to come in second 
place. I always want to be on top.”

It’s the kind of statement that 
oozes confidence, but Anunag-
ba said he still gets nervous be-
fore races. He said he fights off 
those feelings by putting in his 
earbuds and turning his mu-
sic up to drown out the world 
so he can focus on his goal.

Anunagba has made a lot 
of mature decisions on his 
journey, including being strict 
with his diet and social habits.

Anunagba said he tries his 
best to eat healthy, includ-
ing lots of fruit and chicken. 
That dedication includes giv-
ing up his favorite soda, Fan-
ta Orange, in favor of water. 
He’s also traded out the rag-
ing keggers that typically de-
fine the college experience for 
games of FIFA with his friends 
and going to the movies.

“I don’t party. I focus 
on track and school,” An-
unagba said. “Some people 
might think it sounds boring, 
but it’s the way to success.”

Anunagba said his dream is 
to become a professional run-
ner. It’s a goal that he said won’t 
come easily, but he doesn’t feel 
like there’s anything hold-
ing him back from trying.

“You just have to disregard 
all the negative stuff and try 
your hardest,” Anunagba said. 
“If you do your best, good things 
are going to come to you.”

Goofy and fun until it's time to run, Karlington Anunagba knows how to turn it on when it comes to competition

First-year Karlington Anunagba traveled from Lagos, Nigeria and moved to Manhattan with his 
siblings three years ago before joining Western's track & field team.. // Photo by Emily Porter
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Sports roundup:
Spring season coming to a close

Kayla Sousa
THE WESTERN FRONT

Women’s Soccer

Women’s soccer hosted the 
University of Washington for 
an exhibition match at Robert 
S. Harrington Field on Thurs-
day, May 2. The game was the 
last match on the home field for 
the Vikings during the team’s 
six-game spring exhibition 
schedule. At halftime, the score 
was tied up 1-1. The Huskies 
held their defensive positions 
and scored another goal in the 
last half, taking the win over 
the Vikings with a final score of 
2-1. Western will continue on to 
their last game of the spring se-
ries on Tuesday, May 14 against 
Bellevue College at the Bellev-
ue College soccer and softball 
complex. 

Women’s Rowing

The Women’s rowing team 
traveled to Seattle to compete 
in the 33rd annual Windermere 
Cup in Seattle on Saturday, 
May 4. The three crews from 
Western  — the Varsity 8+, Var-
sity 4+ and the second Varsity 
8+ — each placed fourth in their 
races through the Montlake 
Cut. The four crews were up 
against other collegiate teams 
in the levels of Division I, II and 

III. The Varsity 8+ finished in 
the Erickson Cascade Cup with 
a time of 6 minutes 53.053 sec-
onds against the University of 
Washington’s third Varsity 8+ 
that won the race in 6:39.835 
minutes. The Vikings will race 
in one more regatta in the regu-
lar season against the Stanford 
Lightweight team and Central 
Oklahoma on Saturday, May 
11 in Redwood City, California. 
The NCAA Division II Women’s 
Rowing Championships will 
take place on May 31 to June 1 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Track & Field

The men’s and women’s track & 
field teams competed in the Ken 
Shannon Invitational Track & 
Field Meet on Saturday, May 4 
in Seattle at Husky Stadium. Of 
the men’s team, first-year Ryan 
Witters and third-year Cordell 
Cummings took first place in 
their events. Witters won the 
400-meter with a time of 51.20 
seconds and Cummings won 
with a time of 52.62 seconds in 
the hurdles. Five javelin throw-
ers from the women’s team 
placed in the top 10 of 12 com-
petitors. Third-year Raquel Pel-
lecer finished third in the event 
with a top mark of 43.60-me-
ters/143-0. This meet was the 
last event in the 2019 regular 
season for the Vikings. Coming 

up, the Great Northwest Ath-
letic Conference Outdoor Track 
& Field Championships, which 
will be held on Friday, May 10 
and Saturday, May 11 in Mon-
mouth, Oregon.

Men’s Soccer

Men’s soccer hosted High-
line College for the fourth game 
in the team’s six-game spring 
exhibition season at Harrington 
Field on Saturday, May 4. The 

Upcoming 
Viking Action

Home

Away
Men's Soccer

v Whatcom CC // May 8

Men's Golf
West/South Central Regional // 

May 9-11

Track & Field
GNAC Outdoor Championship  

// May 10-11

Women's Rowing
Stanford/Central Oklahoma

// May 11

Women's Soccer
v Bellevue College // May 14

Men's Soccer
v Sounders U23

May 11 @ 2 p.m.

Vikings scored goal after goal 
against the Highline Thunder-
birds, winning the game with 
a final score of 11-0. The men’s 
team is scheduled to play in 
its next exhibition game on 
Wednesday, May 8 against 
Whatcom Community College 
at the Orca Field. The men’s 
final home game of the spring 
series is on Saturday, May 11 
against the Sounders U-23. 

Western women's soccer player Zoe Milburn fights for the ball 
during a game against the University of Washington on Thursday, 
May 2.  The Vikings lost the game 1-2.  // Photo by Zachary 
Jimenez
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