Testpoot,Conn.

Dear 7lizabeth Rider dontgomery,

I am naturally very encouraged to know that
you comtemplate listing Andy in your new book about books, and the
story of thier mnaking.

I haQé often wondered why the hell writers and artistfever 2o
tiru the enormous'pain, effqrﬁ;sweat and tears it takes to wkite
a story or for that matter a\significant Tbzlish sentence, paint
a plecture,or construct a poem, and then encourazie the ayth that they
dash these things off 1in casual moods of alry inspiation.
Beraaps you will throw some 1ight on this nystery.

I an somewhat at a disadvantage in the face of your questloqaire
As much of the data regarding tiame and ppace has escaped me and the
particular story or picture book of Andy was never written at all.
W wRUAM S IANRL AT ugaany

I can howevgr zive you a more intimate gcnisiiqo{qthat]jour ﬁrsni
dible gquestionnalire amight reveal. |

-

I have always stronzly felt that laughter was one of the zgreat heal

inz agents for the burdens of numanity.Ilt lightens thea at least.

And I have always cheriShad a sectret aabltlon tc e eble in soane wa

h¢k$v'03r°adyng

way to this contagion of healing laughter.Another interest d)'theo#>/
A

I have ca&gemplated ig the telling of a story entirely in picutres

witnout the use of words;In this coﬁ}ry only Lynn Ward has done 1t

in his fine novels in wood cut.Of course the comiihdoes tﬁis in a

way but relies heavily on ballon captions and a complication of
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bilties of pure pic

plop rather than the siaple but unlimited possi g
turising.

At this point hers is how Andy evovled.

Irs. Paugherty wa» ﬁas written several =xcelleat juveaniles, plays

and novels , and ayself were spending a long winter evenidg inlour
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1 the Connecticut backwoods about fifty alles froa

[
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frontier exbin
Hew York. We were having some fine talk about the ;00d plays we had
seen and of course dlscusslng the charms of Bernard Sh%¥8 paay And¥®
“ £
clege and the Lion}@; had seen 1t performed in _ew York Years ago.
As you may recall 1t was the Lion that stole the show and had all
New York rolling in the isles as they say f~r a whole season.
It was in this mellow 1253 that T wadt into ay studio before turnléy
in and suclkl?y sketched 1n pencil the picube sequence of Andy and ¢t
the Lion.I naturally and unconciously visuallised the story in tenws
of ay own middle western childhood. The problen that interested ae
I A RV N o ~=a¥)
was to tell a story witk humor, 300d will and agfectlon entirsly the
thru the medium of pictures without words.
The sketches lay in ay sttudio for weeks amons the wilderness
of a thousand and one drawinzs palntings and pariphanalj that litter
this untidy shop. —
Wnen supplies run low 1%t is ay prac‘ice to 30 into the settlements
to trade and barter and stock up for the next stretch. Putting the
sketches in the pocket of my store clothes I adventured to the zreat
city with cohsiderable misgiving and distrust.Greatly confused in
the rushing st~eam of 1its energtic inhabitatns,I happily remebered
. , and imagination
day dasee , as a person with a sense of humog\zqd 28 4 creative
editor with the rare gift of extracting the best from the, youas
writers and artists Eﬁ; childrens bonoks, for-—whoea I had illustrated
h)
Beénets John SBrowns Bndy and other book97ﬂ4v~ikﬁaf,
Iiss #assee was vastly amused wlth the sketckes and said you aust
This ,
nake this into a book at once.®% is an answer.ito prayer , Babd YOou we
nay be sure I sald Amen.
The finished drawingswere made in brush and ink and a seperate

set®of drawings for the yellow plate which enriches and fzives depth

t> the printed impression.
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Up to to this point there were to ba no words accompaning the pictu
tures but When the proofs came in the editors decided that people
were unaccustomed to readinz plctures without teﬁh and that bLhere

\ . , e .
aust be words. As I had nVer written anytning except personal

correspondance I pasged this up. " aditors amielgmewwse drafted a ¥

Faf v
text but tnis didag¢t work. Finally as a last resort liss “assee and
N I*

I sat in her office and wpote on the back ~f each sketch a line that
gounded rignt .1t was Look abhoul nalf and hour and was great fun

and the whole fitted together perfectly.

at the New York Public librar¥

As a ha-py flnale the faious Spenger collection of rare manuscript

§
A

hought the original drawings 1O 2dd to their collection of represné

tative American a in this field.

0ddly enough this account seems to be the exception tiat pkoves
the rule about books and pictures being fashloned thﬂ: blood tears
and sweat. Or maybe ay theory 1is 2ll wrong anyway.
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In the Haycraft Authors and 11lustrators of childrens books

is an autoblography which 3zilves you the angwers to mnost of your
guestionnaire.And if you st1ill want more with some photozraphs I the
think I can dig up something in the files.
T side with those artlst&and writers 'who are finding in the heart
and meaning of American 1life and 1ts people thelr theme and inspirat
tion.The surface here has only been scratched, the possiblities for
ri:h expression are unlimited.

If I have failled to supply what you want on this thea »f Andy I ha
have anyway made the above effort to be cooperative.

whth best wishes for the new project,

gincerely




