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Slugs Speak Out
Dear NWP:

I had heard that slugs were very 
unpopular around a garden. I had never 
seen one. One damp and cloudy 
morning I saw a strange thing on our 
lower doorstep. I examined it more 
closely and decided it was a slug. I got 
down closer to get a better look at it — 
from  its feelers on its shiny head to its 
rear, which appeared rough. I looked 
and looked. I even got our magnifying 
reading glass so I could watch it more 
closely. As I continued to watch, I 
noticed that its feelers were moving 
back and forth as if it were trying to 
tell me something. I got down really 
close and listened. Sure enough, this 
was its ¡story:

/ know that no one likes me; 
everyone puts salt on me If they see 
me and that means the end of me. I 
am too slow to move out of the way 
of the salt, so there is nothing else 
for me to do but to become a blob 
where the salt hits me. / wish 
someone would like me — / can't 
help what / am. / wish someone 
could see that I'm not all bad. / 
usually eat fungi and decaying 
plants. / have to eat something, and 
If a garden plant gets in my way, / 
eat it."

Its feelers moved faster. I leaned 
down to listen more c losely — already I 
was beginning to feel sorry fo r it > — I 
became really interested.

I'm really not too bad. / never 
harm anything except the few 
plants / eat. / come out mostly at 
night, or on dark days like this one. 
/ crawl slowly, very slowly, over dirt 
and grass. / would like to be 
someone's pet. / could wiggle my 
feelers and crawl for him. / live to 
be three or four years old if  the salt 
doesn't find me. / could visit with 
you each early morning for a while 
and then go to my damp home for 
the day."

lt\  sighed and his feelers moved 
sadly. "But slugs are like snakes: the 
only good slug is a dead one. Thanks 
for listening to me. / ([does me a lo t o f 
good just to have someone look at me 
and listen to me. ”

It) crawled slow ly o ff the step and 
disappeared in the leaves underneath.

Later I found out more about slugs: 
their life cycle. Some are both female 
and male; some mate while suspended 
from  a mutually-made mucous rope. 
The eggs are laid in a protected place 
and when they hatch they are like 
adu lt slugs except fo r their size. I w ill 
be more tolerant o f slugs and realized 
that everyone has , right to its way of 
life.

Pepita

Let's Take Control
Hello People,

I w rote the fo llow ing letter and am 
sending you a copy because I am now a 
participating citizen o f this country. It 
may not seem like much to anyone else 
but to me it's a really big thing because 
I am stating my opin ions and 
demanding response instead o f just 
letting things slide by w ith no controls.

It seems to me that the government 
leaders in this country and probably all 
over the world are playing very ugly 
games with peoples' lives and I am 
starting to do what I can to stop it.

I would like to subscribe to the 
Passage and w ill send cash as soon as 
possible.

Let's take contro l o f our lives. I love 
you all.

Dear Mr. N ixon,

I'm w riting th is letter because I'm 
concerned about your appointment o f 
A tto rney  General Patrick Gray III to 
the post o f D irector o f the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.

I have a few serious questions about 
your actions and about the man that 
you appointed:

I. Why do you want to keep this 
issue out o f the realms of politics?

2. What does Gray mean about not 
w a n t in g  th e  p ress to  control 
government? We, the people, are in 
contro l o f the government and the free 
press is one o f our too ls fo r keeping 
that control.

3. What is it that makes you feel 
that Gray deserves your and, therefore, 
our " im p lic it  personal confidence? "

4. Why are you putting a man w ith 
no law enforcement experience in 
contro l o f the most important law 
enforcement agency in the country?

5. Does Gray have any more 
qualifications than his "intense self 
d isc ip line" (from the Seattle P.l.) as 
displayed by his qu itting smoking and 
exercising three times per week?

6.
Does the fact that he supervised ten 

submarine captains during the Korean 
War qua lify  him  to co-ordinate the 
activ ities o f the 24,700 (figure supplied 
by the Seattle O ffice  o f the F.B.I.) 
employees o f the Federal Bureau o f 
Investigation?

I expect your serious considerations 
o f the above questions and I await 
your reply. Thank you, from  a 
concerned citizen.

Sincerely and respectfully submitted, 
R ichard C. Connelly 

4218 7th N.E.
Seattle

Gay Insight
Dear NWP:

Currently in Bellingham, there is 
form ing an organization, like none seen 
here before. Through the efforts o f a 
few  local college fo lk , myself included, 
the Gay Com m unity o f Bellingham is 
slow ly emergingiinto the light o f formal 
existence. The new Non-M ilitant group 
w ill hopefu lly be patterned after 
Seattle's Dorian Society, w ith an 
education committee, whose purpose 
w ould be to speak throughout the 
B e l l i n g h a m  c o m m u n i t y  o n  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  A ls o ,  a G ay  
Counselling Service would be provided. 
Activ it ies fo r the benefit o f the gay 
com m unity are planned.

Not unlike Seattle's Dorian Society 
when they first started, our numbers 
are small, and fo r a good while w ill 
on ly  be able to grow w ith the passing 
o f the news by word o f mouth. I 
encourage all my Gay Brothers and 
Sisters to please w rite to me, Doug 
Cee, in care o f the Passage O ffice, for 
inform ation and/or support.

Doug Cee

Crafts Cooperative
Dear Creative People o f Bellingham:

Some of us in the area have been 
getting together and ta lk ing about 
starting an arts and crafts co-operative 
here, to serve the needs o f old and 
young who are non-professionals. We 
would like to see involved a work-shop 
area, a gallery, a supply depot.

Th is co-op would belong to YO U , 
and if you've ever wished something 
like that would exist around here, 
now 's the tim e to get involved, and 
help it get o ff the ground.

We are having a meeting on 
Saturday, May 20, starting in the 
evening at 7 p.m. The address is 925 
24th St, Bellingham (Southside).

We would like to  invite anyone in 
the com m unity who has an idea or 
ideal they'd like to share SERIOUS 
BIZ FOLKS!

If you can 't come but would like  to 
communicate, w rite Jean Mustoe at the 
above address, or Maryann Fie lder on 
Rutsatz Road, Deming, Wash. 98244.

thank you

Southern Busts
Dear NWP;

The fo llow ing inform ation was 
gathered in January and February 1972 
in Acapulco, Mexico. I went to the jail 
tw ice, on visiting days, and also talked 
to  people when they got out. Fo r the 
past year there have been around 30 
Anglos per month jailed fo r grass 
possession. The fines run from 
$500-3000 dollars American depending 
on the amount. In the month of 
January there was some $35,000 fines 
paid fo r some 30 cases. Most o f the 
arrests are made by 3 plainclothes 
Mexican narcos who usually travel in a 
Volkswagen camper. They raid night or 
day and are usually succesful, so 
informants seem to  be in the picture.

There are no bookings, hearings, 
ch a rges , t r ia ls ,  s ig n a tu re s , or 
paperwork. You phone the ONEIawyer 
who is in on the game and he does the 
dealing fo r you. Then you phone home 
fo r money. No money, no get out. 
A fte r the bail is paid, it is a bail not a 
fine, you are ordered out o f the 
country immediately.

The Mexican user is never bothered 
and the pusher rarely, so th is is strictly  
an American-Canadian bust.

Also: jo ints are sold freely by the 
guards for 40c (American) apiece.

A lso: V is its in privacy are allowed 
w ith wives, girlfriends, etc. tw ice a 
week.

Kenneth Martin 
Be lli

"It" Advocate
Dear Passage

Sure do see a lot o f ads in your 
paper and others that say (something 
to th is effect), "please take my puppies 
or kittens and save them from  an 
U N T IM E L Y  D E A T H a t the pound."

I. Why not get your pets fixed? Some 
say, "I don ’t want to d iddle w ith  my 
animal's gonads, it would make her or 
him "unnatu ra l"? I don 't want to 
deprive my animal o f the joys o f sex or 
motherhood; etc." In the first place, 
pets aren't "na tu ra l" because man has 
domesticated them and they live in 
houses and are fed food out o f cans or 
bags and associate mostly w ith 
humans.

2. Most importantly, I understand 
that most o f the protein that goes into 
American pet food comes out o f the 
mouths o f Latin American peasants 
and the profits go into the pockets o f 
the rich fat bourgies. (I wish I could 
quote you some quantity and profit 
figures o f the pet food industry - really 
a mind-blower, but I don 't have them 
handy.) A t  any rate, by not denying 
your pet this sexual pleasure, you are 
denying a lot o f oppressed people the 
pleasure o f a decent diet. (Of course, 
there are a lot o f po litica l problems 
involved too).

3. Why pay a vet or the pound 
to  take the guilt o f death? If you have 
allowed your pet to proliferate to  the 
extent that you cannot find  homes fo r 
the k ids or afford to keep them, then it 
is your responsibility. Put your kittens 
in a bag w ith  a brick and throw  them 
in the river, or blow  o ff a puppy's head 
w ith a pistol, or even do it the way 
they do it at the pound - but 
participate in the process o f death just 
once, and then let your pet reproduce 
again.

So don 't appeal to me to save your 
animal children. The best I can do is 
encourage that they not be born. My 
pretty, sexy little  Siamese girl-kitten is 
never going to reproduce, even if  it 
takes the price o f two lids to have her 
fixed.

In peace and love fo r the animal 
kingdom and all mankind, 

Susan Barrett.

New Hampshire Blues
Dear People,

A s a guest subscriber from  across the 
great American landmass, I have been 
very well impressed w ith your paper, 
particularly your work in saving 
wilderness from  extinction. We have no 
such paper here; nor fo r that matter do 
we have much wilderness. The White 
Mountains o f New Hampshire are 
h one ycom b ed  w ith trails, roads, 
highways, and mines. The Adirondacks 
o f upstate New Yo rk  have retained 
much o f their splendour though in the 
last few  years o f the 16 years I've spent 
clim bing there, there is an increasing 
amount o f broken glass,»paper waste 
and unnecessary firewood cutting. 
What w ith warm weather coming you 
might include an article on efficiency 
in camping and hiking. Many ignorant 
lovers o f nature are destroying b it by 
b it that which they cherish.

C indy 
Cambridge, Mass.
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I wonder i f  they’ * 
let me subscribe?

I wonder i f  he 
smokes dope’
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Northwest Passage - the fortnightly journal of ecology, 
politics, the arts, and good healthy livin' - welcomes new people 
who want to help. Come to our staff meetings, held each 
Monday evening at 7:30 at 1000 Harris Avenue, and let us know 
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self-addressed envelope for return or acknowledgement.
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An injury to one

is an injury to all

You bet yer ass  ̂
1 subscribe to the 

Northwest Passage

have to adm ire 
is candor. a

In our fight for social justice we can learn many lessons front American 
Labor who has fought long and hard for the rights of workers. The 
fundamental truth we must realize is that change does not come 
quickly or easily. The fight for the eight hour day was begun by Ira 
Steward in 1863. On Nov.15, 1916 five IWW members were shot 
during a strike in Everett which secured the eight hour day in the 
lumber industry. Not until after WW II did it become institutionalized 
in American life. In 1873 the Workingmen’s Benevolent Association 
was branded as a “foreign conspiracy to overthrow society by force 
and violence” because ot its efforts to unionize along industrial rather 
than craft lines. Not until 1936 did the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations succeed in this struggle. Neither will our struggle be won 
or lost in a year or two.

We should also note that the weapons of corporate interests and 
their government cohorts have not changed measureably over the 
decades. The shooting o f Fred Hampton and the lynching and 
mutilation o f Wesley Everest by a Chehalis posse in 1919 differed only 
in the frankness o f the perpetrators. The abuses of the police at the 
Chicago Democratic Convention differed little from the abuses of 
General MacArthur’s and Colonel Eisenhower’s troops in the expulsion 
of World War I veterans from the nation’s Capitol in 1932. The insidious 
actions of Pinkerton’s industrial spies in 1873 differ little from the 
insidious actions of Pinkerton’s 6000 or more industrial finks being 
used by employers today.

Since the oppressor’s tactics have not changed, the reasons behind 
labor’s triumphs and failures should be studied. In all cases of 
progressive victories, solidarity has been the ramrod with which the 
bastions of reaction have been sundered. Divisiveness fostered by 
red-baiting and prejudice have sapped labor’s strength when allowed. 
Solidarity o f men and women, blacks and whites, farmers and laborers 
fighting in the streets when necessary, at the polls when expedient, 
have secured the rights and privileges of the white, working class.

This brings us to the most important lesson to be learned from labor 
history; which is that we cannot allow ourselves to be bought off when 
one more group reaches a decent standard of living. When the poor 
white of Appalachia emerge from the economic oppression gripping 
them; when the American Blacks and Chicanos, the American Indians 
achieve social justice, we must not cease our efforts.

When the officials o f the AFL began picking crumbs from the 
employer’s table, the CIO emerged to carry on the struggle. When the 
CIO succumbed to the witch-hunts o f the McCarthy period the 
independent unions placed themselves in the line of fire. Today the 
militant black and chicanos refuse to be silenced.

Not until all the world is free from hunger and deprivation can we 
cease our struggle. Our radical heritage demands no less than this.

T.K.B.
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America’s Hidden Heritage
by tom begnal

Perhaps the reason is that they were 
militant Pennsylvania coal-miners who organized a 
strike in 1875 for an eight-hour day, or that they 
were “advocates o f  the Commune and emissaries o f  
thelntemationai.’Perhaps the reason is that they were 
all hung in 1877 for crimes they did not commit.

Labor's Unto ld  Story, w ritten by Richard 0 . 
Boyer and Herbert M. Morais, is published by the 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of 
America. It presents a moving and powerful narrative 
o f men and women struggling and dying under the 
oppressive yoke o f the m onopoly capitalists and 
bringing dign ity to their labors. In the words o f the 
authors:

" Labor's story, still untold and largely 
missing from textbook and conventional history, is 
more than an account of strikes, spies, and 
frame-ups, of organizing and building unions, of 
men and women fighting and dying for better lives 
in a better America. It is more than the grim 
drama o f Big B ill Haywood shooting It out with 
hired gunmen in the mine wars o f the Rockies; or 
of Parsons crying with his last breath as he stood 
on the gallows, 'Let the voice o f the people be 
heard!'; of or the sit-down strikers at Flint whose 
bravery fanned the flame of C.I.O. sweeping across 
the land with the speed o f a prairie fire.
"  Fundamentally, labor's story is the story of the 

American people. To view it narrowly, to 
concentrate on the history of specific trade unions 
or on the careers of individuals and their rivalries, 
would be to miss the point that the great forces 
which have swept the American people into action 
have been the very forces that have also molded 
labor."
These forces which affected both the capitalists 

and the workers were numerous. The first tumultuous 
event was the C iv il War:

"The poet Wait Whitman had gone there to 
help . . . .  His journal, which he kept throughout 
the war, is a catalogue o f death. . . .  He wrote. . .  
'Opposite an old Quaker lady is sitting by the side 
of her son, Amer Moore, 2nd U.S. Artillery, shot 
in the head. He will surely die. / speak and he 
answers pleasan t/y.'

As Amer Moore lay dying, young J. Pierpoint 
Morgan, magnificently whole and completely 
healthy, stood in his Wall Street office, calculating 
the profit he would make from his speculation in 
gold. There had been another Union defeat, which, 
by depressing the nation's currency, would bring 
him a pretty penny since it had driven up the price 
of his hoarded gold."
A no the r notable period was the so-called 

Progressive Era, between 1901 and 1917. Labor 
seemed to be making hard-won gains both on the 
picket line and at the polls.

"It was against these sweatshop conditions with 
their low wages, killing speed-up and hazardous 
working set-up that tens o f thousands of Jewish 
needle workers from New York's East Side 
revolted in a series o f great strikes. In 1909 twenty 
thousand shirt-waist makers, four-fifths of whom 
were women, went out on strike. Their bravery 
and unity on the picket lines led the then not too 
militant Sam Gompers, A .F .L . president, to make 
the following observation:

'The girls were w illing  to go hungry and 
many o f them did so; they braved the ru ffian ly  
police while peacefully picketing, went to 
imprisonment as part o f their du ty to their 
comrades when sentenced by unsympathetic 
magistrates, sk illfu lly  and energetically aroused 
a sentiment in their favor in the com m unity, 
and fina lly  convinced their employers that they 
had learned the merits o f com bination fo r their 
p la in ly just purposes'."

Meanwhile, "Old John D. [Rockefeller], who had 
shrunk until he resembled a mummy with bright 
bird-like eyes, had fastened on the innocent 
enjoyment of giving a single new dime to every 
person he m et." (That they did mention In school.)

But a m ulti-m illion dollar conglomerate doesn't 
take defeats lightly and labor's gains were qu ick ly  
eroded during the period o f "the Golden Insan ity" 
fo llow ing the First World War. Th is was the period o f

the burgeoning stock market and the burgeoning Ku 
K lux  Klan; a time when Sacco and Vanzetti were 
electrocuted fo r organizing workers and defending 
immigrants; a time when Judge Webster said in his 
instructions to the jury o f Bartolemeo Vanzetti, 
"This man, although he may not have actually 
com m itted the crime attributed to him, is 
nevertheless morally culpable, because he is the 
enemy o f our existing institutions." It was a time 
when Major General Smedley Butler o f the United 
States Marine Corps wrote:

"/ spent thirty-three years and four months in 
active service as a member o f our country's most 
agile military force -  the Marine Corps. / served in 
all the commissioned ranks from second lieutenant 
to major-general. And during that period / spent 
most o f my time being a high class muscle man for 
Big Business, for Wall Street, and for the bankers. 
In short, / was a racketeer for capitalism.

Thus / helped make Mexico and especially 
Tampico safe for the American oil interests in 
1914. / helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place 
for the National City Bank to collect revenues in. / 
helped purify Nicaragua for the international 
banking house o f Brown Brothers in 1909-1912. / 
brought light to the Dominican Republic for 
American sugar interests in 1916. / helped make 
Honduras 'right' for the American fruit companies. 
in 1903. In China in 1927 / helped to see to it that 
Standard OH went its way unmolested."

The Golden Insanity bu ilt on red scares and graft, 
on the open shop, the speed-up and w ild  gambling, 
ended in the great depression o f the thirties. The 
authors state:

"There was food, millions o f tons of it. But 
people soon were starving as the food was 
destroyed or left to rot because it could not be 
sold at a profit There was clothing, warehouses 
filled with it, and millions were shivering for tack 
of it as the depression continued, but theclothing 
could not be used to keep the people warm 
because the people had no money to buy it.

"Hundreds o f small businessmen committed 
suicide as their concerns failed, but Big Business 
grew steadily larger as President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt told Congress in 1938 when he said, 'in 
tim e o f depression bigger business has 
opportunities to grow bigger still at the expense of 
smaller competitors. ' ,

"Thousands o f men, with’ the old feeling that 
they were failures, holding themselves personally 
accountable for a national calamity, sat silently in

kitchens as their grandfathers had done in the 
depression of 1873, maddening desperation 
simmering within them."

When that simmering desperation culminated in 
the Unemployed Councils, the rent strikes, the World 
War 1 veterans’ march on the Capitol, the solidarity o f 
the oppressed outweighed the red-baiting o f  the 
Liberty Leaguers and America Firsters. Solidarity 
outweighed the machine guns o f  Edsel Ford’s private 
army. A t the bailot box, it saved America from the 
Fascism that was growing out o f  a similar situation in 
Italy and Germany.

The worker's right to a decent wage, decent 
working as well as living conditions, and time to 
enjoy the fru its of their labor was institutionalized by 
Roosevelt's New Deal, the C.I.O.'s industrial 
o rgan izing, and labor's indispensable role in 
production and fighting o f World War II. With the 
startlingly effective tactic o f the sit-down strike, the 
newly-formed C.I.O. broke the back o f the open-shop 
industrialists and won the hearts o f the American 
working public. Big Business was not w ithering 
amidst labor's gains, however. During WWII while 
workers' wages were frozen at a 15% raise from  1941, 
prices rose 45% and corporate profits soared to 250%. 
No sooner had Japan attacked Pearl Harbor when the 
A .F .L ., the C.I.O., and independent unions pledged
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not to  strike fo r the duration. Meanwhile the 
Temporary National Econom ic Comm ittee reported: 
"Speaking bluntly, the Government and the public 
are 'over the barrel' when it comes to dealing with 
business in time o f war. The experience o f World War 
/, now apparently being repeated, indicates that 
business will use this control [ the planned economy 
being set up in anticipation o f war] only if  it is 'paid 
properly'."

The pay was the appointment o f the 
chairman o f the board o f General Motors as Secretary 
o f State, while Bernard Baruch, Nelson Rockefeller, 
Dean Acheson, as well as hundreds o f other 
businessmen and their lawyers, took over positions o f 
contro l in the awarding o f war contracts and the 
deciding o f policies. Industry further consolidated 
itself during the war, preparing for the Co ld War 
w aged a g a in s t  the International Comm unist 
Consp iracy, American trade unions, and the 
American public.

Labor again met the challenge, fighting against the 
red scare, the company spy, the speed-up and 
anti-labor legislation. They fought hard to retain 
those rights that their brothers and sisters won 
through years o f struggle. And  those who have not 
been bought o ff by crumbs from  the employers' 
tables are fighting still. The young militants, the 
blacks and browns and whites, are fighting to make 
democracy more than an ideal espoused by a high 
school historian; to make liberty and justice for all a 
reality.

For they know  that:

"Labor united, and united with its allies, is an 
absolutely irresistible social force that can return 
this rich and lovely American land to the 
American people whose sweat and blood have 
made it great. The people's unity has a power in 
excess of any hydrogen bomb; a power that 
cannot be thwarted unless people remain divided 
and weakened by monopoly's stale old cry o f Red.

Labor's story gives every reason for confidence 
that the time will come when war and poverty and 
persecution for opinion's sake are only memories 
of a cruel past."

If there is anyone who doubts that public 
education is a tool in the hands o f corporate interests 
and those defending the status quo, I dare them to sit 
back and recollect their high school history lessons. 
Remember the names o f the men who made America 
what she is today? Andrew  Carnegie in steel; Jim  Fisk 
and Jay Gou ld in railroads; John D. Rockefe ller in 
oil; J. P. Morgan in high finance. Th is being done, 
pick up a copy o f Labor's Unto ld  Story. Read it and 
question. Question why the true nature o f these men 
was glossed over, hidden by half - truths or no truths 
at all. Question why the role o f the working man and 
woman and ch ild  in building this country was 
scarcely alluded to in the classroom. Ask yourself 
why you've never heard o f Thomas Munley, James 
Carroll, James Roarity, Hugh McGeehan , James 
Boyle, Thomas Duffy, Michael J. Doyle, Edward J. 
Ke lly , A lexander Campbell, John Donahue, Thomas 
P. Fisher, John Kehoe, Patrick Hester, Peter McHugh, 
P a t r ic k  T u l ly ,  Peter McManus, or Andrew 
Lanahan.
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Fair Practices?
FORD  HAS A  BETTER  ID EA

[Ed itors ' Note: What follows is the first half o f a 
long interview LNS d id recently w ith  four members 
o f the United Black Workers (UBW) from  the 
Mahwah, New Jersey Ford plant: W ilbur Haddock, 
George Bowens, Monroe Head and Bruce A llison.]

C O U LD  YO U  T E L L  US W H AT  TH E  R A C IA L  
B R E A K D O W N  IS A T  TH E  P LA N T , W H AT  K IN D  
O F  A R E A  M AH W AH  IS?

W ILBU R : The tota l work population runs
between 4500 and 5000. Black and Third World 
workers make up over 50% of that population. We 
have three shifts: the day shift, the evening shift, and 
the m idnight shift. The m idnight shift is mostly 
porters and maintenance men, who clean up. On the 
evening shift, that's also predom inantly say 80% 
Black and Th ird  World. The day sh ift is on ly about 
43% Black and Th ird  World -  mostly it's o lder white 
workers. They have the easier jobs, in commercial 
[tru cks].

The area o f Mahwah itself is about 30 miles from 
New Yo rk , in what we call K lan or Minuteman 
territory. You 're  dealing w ith  people who grew up in 
the country, backward th inking white people. It's 
sim ilar to the situation at A ttica, where you have 
white guards from  the country, rural areas, in charge 
o f Black and Th ird  W orld inmates from the cities. 
Well, most o f the supervisors at the Mahwah plant are 
from  the area around Mahwah, and from  upstate New 
Yo rk , They don 't have much contact w ith B lack and 
Th ird  W orld people, and most o f the workers are 
Black and Th ird  World.

C A N  Y O U  B R E A K  IT DOWN F U R T H E R ?  WE 
U N D E R S T A N D  T H E R E  A R E  A  LO T  O F H A IT IA N S  
IN T H E  P L A N T  NOW.

W ILBU R : Well, in 1963 when Blacks began to 
speak out and a bunch o f us went to  the march on 
Washington, Ford M otor Company began to realize 
that they were going to have a problem on their 
hands. We shut the plant down when we went to 
Washington. By 1967, when the first rebellions 
started, that really shook them up. They said, hey, 
these B lacks are getting too uppity. So they started 
brining in more Spanish-speaking and Puerto Rican 
brothers, and hiring fewer Blacks.

Th is was all right fo r a while. But then thanks to 
the Young Lords, and other Spanish-speaking groups, 
Puerto Rican workers began to get more aware 
themselves. So then they started to  taper o ff on 
hiring Puerto Rican and Spanish-speaking workers 
and began to bring in Haitian workers, who speak 
mostly French.

More recently, last year to  be exact, they came up 
w ith the idea o f bringing in women fo r the first time. 
Women were coming out to have interviews and 
examinations. They went so far as to hire two — w ith 
the promise o f hiring hundreds and hundreds more. 
What th is did was throw  a type of scare into the men. 
They were worried about losing their jobs (you know 
how the economy was last year), and being displaced

by women, and so on. Here they were try ing to create 
a whole new atmosphere and a whole new faction 
between the men and the women who would be 
com ing in to  take their jobs. As o f now, nothing has 
been done. But Ford still has this up their sleeves to 
use against workers.

G E O R G E : One of the Haitian brothers to ld  me 
himself that in Haiti Ford advertised in the papers 
down there, that there were jobs at Ford M otor 
Company. And they went into the Haitian 
com m unity here in New Yo rk , and recruited Haitians 
to come out into the plant. They were defin ite ly 
try ing to offset the trend o f workers getting together, 
because most Haitians can 't speak fluent English. In 
fact, a lot o f them can 't speak any English at all.

MONROE: Because of the whole thing with 
the Duvalier dictatorship in Haiti the people will not 
participate in wildcats because they still have families 
in Haiti. They have to be cool when they're inside 
this country. But there are some young
workers who belong to the Friends of Haiti, that are 
doing some things inside the plant.

WILBUR: For a long time the Haitians kept to 
themselves, rather than be seen talking to us or seen 
sitting with us, because that fear was there. But you 
see signs of this breaking down. The fact is that we're 
all under the same type of oppression at the plant, 
regardless of whether the person next to you can 
speak English or not. If he's being harrassed, or if he 
can't go to the bathroom when he wants to, or get a 
drink of water, then he's got to realize that we do 
have a common bond here, even though he can't 
speak English too well.

But there's still the fear there as far as women are 
concerned. And  I'd hope that maybe some of the 
women's groups would check that out, to see why 
Ford has not hired more women workers, and see 
why they d id stop, after they went so far as to tear 
out walls to bu ild special lockers and things. And we 
were sending quite a few women out there ourselves, 
to put in applications fo r jobs, but nothing happened! 
They were going to hire a couple o f hundred, but 
they d idn 't.

G E O R G E : To  put it in a context too . . . you 
know  they orig inally hired four women, two whites, 
two Blacks, and the two Blacks on nights, two whites 
on days. Now  there are no Blacks. There's two 
whites. One on days, one on nights.

CA N  YO U  T E L L  US W H AT  K IN D  O F C A R S  
A R E  M A D E  T H E R E , W H AT  T H E  W O RK  IS L IK E ?

G E O R G E : Well, we make both cars and trucks. We 
make two types o f cars, the LTD 's and the Galaxies. 
The car asembly line is supposed to run 52 cars an 
hour. Bu t on the average yo u 'll find them running 56 
to  60 an hour, which is vast speed-up. A t  the same 
time they're running 60 cars, they're cutting back on 
manpower.

Here's another example o f how  they divide 
workers up. They tell you, you make a suggestion 
that does away with th is guy's job and we'll give you 
f ifty  bucks. It's the divide and conquer thing. Get a 
lot o f workers to do this, make suggestions, get more 
work, overload their buddies.

W ILBU R : Well, in commercial, we make the 
trucks, and the commercial department is the money 
department. We're working now, 10, 11 hours a day,
6 days a week. Passenger is on ly working 8 hours, 5 
days a week. So you see they create another division 
between those who work in the passenger, and those 
in commercial.

The commercial feels a little  better than the 
passenger, because they're making overtime. The 
passenger guys are mad at the commercial guys 
because they're making the money. Plus even though 
we in commercial are working that many hours, 
which means that there are more jobs, they're still 
not hiring any more workers.

So that gets into your speed-up, and your 
continual harrassment by the company, so that they 
can get more out o f the workers. Like, nowadays, 
w ith a job that used to take three people to do, now

one man is doing the job, and they're still getting the 
same amount o f production or more. A  lot of 
people read about so-called high salaries that workers 
are supposed to be getting. They don 't understand 
that when you look into how much time, how much 
sweat we put into those jobs, we're really not making 
anything at all, compared to what Ford makes.

A  ca r costs them to make about two 
hundred-some dollars, and they sell the same car for 
$3000, so figure how much they make.

G E O R G E : In about a week's time the Mahwah 
plant pulls about $20, 30 m illion  clear money — just 
from  one spot, one plant. And Ford has hook-ups 
throughout the country, plus overseas, where they 
import their parts and save on labor. So if you run 
this down to the brothers, they understand this 
because it's easy to relate to how they're being 
exp lo ited by line speed-up.

M O N RO E: It'll take a worker, any worker, five 
minutes to understand surplus value, to see the whole 
thing, where it's com ing from, and parts, and how the 
rubber corporations and the steel corporations are all 
tied in. They see it every day.

I th ink that if people really are serious about 
working with workers they should deal w ith  these 
problems that exist in the plant, rather than just 
spouting o ff rhetoric. 'Cause you have men who have 
worked there fo r 25, 30 years broken, they come in 
strong men and they leave there bent over, broken.

You can see them come out at the end o f the day, 
8, 10 hours a day. It's really p itifu l. These people 
have put their whole lives into it. Most o f them don 't 
even last to receive their benefits. They die. Or they 
retire after th irty , years, they live maybe a year and 
then they die. Their bodies, their hearts are so used to 
that pace, day in and day out, that they can't adjust 
to the change. So most o f them don 't even live more 
than a year or two after they retire.

G EO R G E : If you can visualize line speed-up and 
tim ing . . . say it takes 69 seconds for one car to pass 
you. Now let's say you 're working. Maybe your 
operation takes you 45 seconds to do. Now  they 
don 't want y o u  working on ly 45 seconds. They want 
you working 68 of that total 69 seconds. Th is is 
constant, 8 hours a day.

W ILBU R : The difference between your white 
workers and your Black and Th ird World workers is 
that most o f your white workers can say, well, I'm 
not going to do this, and they go someplace else — 
they have a father-in-law, or sister, or somebody, and 
they can get another job. So it's not much of a hassle 
for them.

But most of your Black and Third World that 
come there, they’ve got to stay there. They've got to 
do that job, and the company knows it. So this is 
who they really zero in on. That white worker comes 
in and says I'm not going to do this. They'll find 
another job for him. But the Black worker says I'm 
not going to do this — boom, he's out the door. 
Because they know that they can hold this over his
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UNITED FARM WORKERS

siatas! ___
trampling out the vintage
ft

Anyone who has read The 
Grapes o f Wrath, or who has heard gruesome 
stories o f the lives o f farm workers during thej 
depression, knows of- the terrible conditions w ith 
which this group of laborers has always had to 
contend. Most would be surprised to learn, 
however, that very little  has changed for the farm 
worker since the 1930's — he is still underpaid, 
exploited, subjected each day to extremes of heat, 
dust and dangerous pesticides, and forced to live in 
labor camps where the most basic health and 
safety regultions are flagrantly violated. A  United 
States Senate Sub-Committee found in 1969 that: 
"N o  other segment o f our population is so poorly 
paid, yet contributes so much to our nation's 
wealth and welfare."

Farm workers have known fo r decades that as 
individuals they are powerless. A s  an organized 
unit, however, these workers have a voice that 
C A N  be heard.

Strikes have been organized in the fields fo r as 
long as agricultural workers have been in this 
country. Until 1965, however, every strike 
attempt was stopped, often vio lently, by the 
financial and political power o f the growers. A s  a 
result o f a very powerful grower lobby, farm 
workers were specifically exclused from the 
benefits and protection o f the National Labor 
Relations Act, written in 1935 to guarantee basic 
rights to most o f this country 's laborers.

In September o f 1965, after several years of 
organizing, a successful grape-workers strike was 
called by Cesar Chavez and Larry Itliong in 
Delano, California. The growers attempted in 
various ways to break this strike. Workers were 
imported from Mexico to take the jobs that the 
strikers had left open. Wages were increased 
slightly to lure striking laborers back into the 
fields. The strikers were strong, however, and 
w illing to sacrifice all in their efforts to build a 
union and some hope fo r the future.

G R A PE  B O Y C O T T  WINS T H E  S T R IK E

In 1966, w ith strike supplies running low, Cesar 
Chavez decided that the workers could not w in 
their battle alone — they must have the support o f 
the American public. He therefore announced a 
consumer boycott o f all Californ ia and A rizona 
ta b le  grapes. The response he got was 
overwhelming, and the United Farm Workers 
began negotiations soon after w ith Schenley 
Enterprises.

The grape boycott took five long years, but 
fina lly  ended victoriously on September 1, 1970, 
with contracts covering 80% of the table grapes. 
A t  this same time, the United Farm Workers also 
signed contracts w ith five major wine-grape 
growers: Perelli-M inetti, Christian Brothers, Gallo, 
Paul Masson, and Almaden. These contracts 
provided wages o f $1.75 per hour, a hiring hall, 
pesticide controls, health and safety regulations, 
and special medical coverage.

HUELGA! IN SALINAS
O n ly  two weeks later, on September 17, 1970 ,1 

fo llow ing a strike involving 8,000 lettuce pickers, 
Cesar Chavez announced a nationwide boycott of 
Californ ia - A rizona head lettuce. A  few growers, 
including Freshpict, InterHarvest, D 'A rrigo  Brothers 
and Finerman, signed contracts w ith the United Farm 
Workers immediately, but the vast majority o f lettuce 
land was unionized at th is time.

The lettuce boycott continued from  September 
1970 through March o f 1971, when growers, affected 
by a successful boycott o f their products, fina lly  
agreed to negotiate. A  'm oratorium ' was called — and 
it was agreed that no boycott activ ities would take 
place as long as the growers bargained in good faith.

In September o f 1972, however, almost one year 
after the moratorium  on the lettuce boycott began, 
negotiations broke o ff completely between the 
United Farm Workers and the lettuce growers. Union 
negotiators felt that the growers were not bargaining 
in good faith -  that they were, in fact, on ly stalling 
fo r time and had no real intentions o f signing 
contracts. Thus, ta lks were discontinued and the 
nationwide lettuce boycott has been resumed.

NIXON -  "UNION BUSTER"

During the time when the lettuce moratorium 
was on, and Union representatives were bargaining 
w ith growers, the United Farm Workers were 
conducting a boycott against nine non-Union Napa 
Va lley wine companies. Th is boycott attempt has led 
the United Farm Workers in to a much larger and 
more d iff icu lt struggle — a struggle o f life  or death for 
the Union. The National Labor Relations Board, with 
pressure from  the w ine and lettuce growers and help 
from  the Republican party, has made a move in 
Federal Court to destroy the United Farm Workers 
by taking away their right to secondary boycott.

The Union claims that this mcwe by the N LR B  is 
blatantly discrim inatory. For thirty-seven years, 
growers have tried to keep farm workers from 
organizing by excluding them from  national 
legislation. Now that farm workers are building a 
union, the Republicans want to make use o f the 
punitive provisions o f the N LR B  to destroy that 
Union. A lso, all previous Board decisions have made 
it clear that farm workers cannot be restricted by a 
law (the N L R A , for example) that does not also 
protect them.

Cesar Chavez, D irector o f the United Farm 
Workers, has charged: "N ow , after we have found a 
way to struggle non-violently and to make progress 
fo r ourselves and our children, the Republican party 
is attempting to take away the boyco tt."

If the injunction is granted against the farm 
worker boycott, it would have serious ram ifications 
in boycott offices across the nation. For example, it 
would no longer be legal fo r boycott personnel to set 
up informational leaflet o f picket lines outside 
grocery stories selling non-Union products. A lso , farm 
workers would be prohibited by law from  conducting 
representational strikes — strikes intended to gain 
in itia l Union recognition from employers. In other

words, th is injunction, if granted, would take from 
farm workers their on ly  effective non-violent tool.

1. Please, write a letter 
today protesting the attempt by the National Labor 
Relations Board to obtain an injunction against the 
United Farm Workers' secondary boycott. We need at 
least 2,000 more letters from  Washington state.

Write:
Senator Robert J. Dole
Chairman o f the Republican National Committee 
310 First Street Southeast 
Washington, D. C. 20003

Protest the action by 
the Republican - dom inated N LR B  to deprive farm 
workers o f the boycott w ithout providing them w ith 
a sim ilarly effective and non-violent method of 
gaining union representation and, w ith it, some hope 
fo r the future.

A N D
Obtain a petition o f protest against the N LR B  

from  the Bellingham office and help to co llect 
signatures.

2. Call or v isit the local United Farm Workers 
support committee closest to you.

B E L L IN G H A M

Steve Patterson 
1315 Indian Street 
(733-7008)

OR

Francisco Hinojose 
College o f Ethn ic Studies 
Western Washington State College

S E A T T L E

United Farm Workers 
5809 17th N.E.
(L A  2-8480)

Find out from  them what you can do to support 
the boycott o f non-Union lettuce and the boycott o f 
the Republican party.

3. D O N 'T  B U Y  H EAD  LE T T U C E  unless your 
grocer shows you that it came from a box which 
shows the UN IO N  L A B E L .

4. D O N 'T  SHOP A T  S A F E W A Y  STO RES  
(EVER ). Safeway has spent five years trying to break 
the farm workers union by selling scab grapes, 
lettuce, and wine. They are owned and contro lled by 
growers all over California.

5. D O N 'T  E V E R  CRO SS A  F A R M  W O R KER  
P IC K E T  L IN E . The most effective tool the farm 
workers have fo r gaining contracts is the picket line. 
To cross that line, and shop at a store that is hurting 
the union, is more destructive than anything else you 
could do.
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From Bellingham to the Barrios
[Editors' note: For over a year now. Jerry Malone, WWSC Sociology Dept has 
been recruiting volunteers to work for the United Farm Worker's Organizing 
Committee (UFWOC). Since he began, thirty-one persons, mostly students, have 
volunteered. Organizer's wages are $10a week plus room and board. Their duties 
range from tailing lettuce trucks leaving non-union fields to explaining to 
consumers the facts behind the boycotts. Here there are jobs for unemployed 
idealists with no threat of layoffs for a long, long while. Below are excerpts of two 
letters received by Jerry from students working in California.]

T.K.B.

Outside White Security I f  you hurt their pocketbook...

S3K

To  describe organizing w ith UFW OC, I also have to  describe th is 'feeling 
organizing' that comes w ith walking the streets o f Oakland. Com m unity 
person-to-person contact is the first basic thing I have learned and that you work 
on one-to-one relationships w ith people. They in turn w ill bring organization to 
others. A t  our weekly San Francisco meetings, Fred Ross, who organized Cesar, 
constantly stresses the importance o f house meetings, where you come ta lk at 
people's homes about the Union and what and how it effect them. You yourself 
must be completely sold on what you 're trying to accomplish and must convey 
that enthusiasm to other people. And in first knowing their situation in life 
(dealing w ith poor blacks is certain ly d ifferent from  white liberals). These needs o f 
people are then turned into an important organizing too l fo r you - sensitivity. A t  a 
small independent liquor store in a poor black section, a plea fo r the togetherness 
o f m inorities and the working class. It is extremely sp irit lifting fo r both the picket 
and the customer ( a k ind  o f 'power to the people').

In San Francisco the 'Farm  Worker Weekends' have been the highlight o f our 
week. I have never fe lt such warmth or determ ination in a group o f people 
Workers who had won contracts, but see the struggle fo r others not so fortunate to 
be Union, as a constant on-going thing, travel 8-10 hours to spend weekends w ith 
the boycotters picketing. I've found that even the language barrier has not stood in 
the way o f togetherness. I've spent hours walking in pickets w ith men who don 't 
speak my language, nor me theirs, and we both know  what we are fiqhtinq fo r 
together.

This struggle founded on non-violence will continue to organize and win 
especially because of this approach. In non-violence, the Birchers have no place to 
relieve any excess anxieties, but are faced with the look on the face of a very tired 
and very exploited farm laborer. He derives very little satisfaction out of being 
obnoxious or violent with a picketing farm worker, because in return for this all he 
usually gets is words.

The union works and the boycott works and every day something new happens 
to put the union one more inch ahead in the race fo r social change. In terms of 
organization that is very important because new people want to be able to relate to 
a concrete change that has been brought about by the organizing company and 
can become excited from  there. A lso, I should include that self-sacrifice is 
defin ite ly a part o f the foundation o f the unions' togetherness. Our weekends, 6 
day work week, $10 week and room and board, all put the struggle in terms o f 
oneself. Now  in organizing a person's motives fo r wanting to jo in  a p icket line or 
come to a meeting are not the most important thing. That he does something is
Number One.

Probably the most important things I have learned, besides basic organizing and 
poverty, have been personal perceptions on living w ith  people, working with 
different races, and just plain o ld being away from  white secure m iddle class 
America. When I came to  Oakland I was certainly naive about street life  and the 
whole scene, and now I feel like I'm leaving w ith a much d ifferent attitude about 
my color, the things that it does for me job-wise, my money and my educational 
opportunities in comparison to farm workers as well as poor blacks. These are the 
kinds o f things that you don 't read about in books or learn in a classroom, so as far 
as my education goes, it's been a worthw ile experience to come here.

V ic k y  W itt
Feb. 26, 72

The easiest way to illustrate what I've done w ou ld  be to describe how we 
conducted this w ine boycott.

We start out by approaching liquor store owners and asking them to remove the 
stock being boycotted from  their shelves. Using all the moral justification for 
asking this o f them, we usually got a negative response, so we're forced to picket. 
The threat o f a picket line is sometimes enough to get them to agree. We tried to 
picket at least a few hours a day. Eventually the store w ill give in and we move on 
to another and picket. Once a store is liberated we continua lly  check back to make 
sure they don 't slide. Time each night is spent calling supporters for picketing the 
next day. A lso  the evenings are spent (sometimes) holding all important house 
meetings. This is where we go into the homes of supporters and meet with new 
people to explain about the union and to boycott and recruit new support. 
Daytime hours are spent talking to high school and college classes and other 
organizations. Weekends were very special because farmworkers would come to San 
Francisco and help us picket. Workers from  the San Joaquin and Napa Valleys 
would picket w ith us all day Saturday and much of Sunday. Saturday evenings 
were spent in a large meeting in San Francisco going over w ith the farmworkers and 
the staff what was accomplished that day and what was happening nationwide. 
These meetings and weekends were very good. There was also a Bay Area meeting 
every Tuesday to plan strategy fo r the coming weekend and to discuss how the 
previous weekend went. We also had short daily meetings in the individual boycott 
houses.

/ learned much by working on the boycott staff. / learned how to run an 
effective picket line and from this / learned how to handle the police and other 
agitators. / learned how to approach businessmen such as store managers, and that 
the only thing they understand is power. If you hurt their pocket book a little 
you'll get response. Although not true in all cases, it was generally the case.

Through the picket line I learned that people must be confronted w ith 
themselves and the issues, and it usually takes a lot o f e ffort and patience to get 
sympathy from  the majority o f the people crossing picket lines. One learns that 
you can 't run a boycott w ithout com m unity support. Active  not passive. The on ly  
really effective way to get that active support is through house meetings. Through 
house meetings one learns how to approach people because the support is won not 
so much by what you say but how you say it and how sincere you come across. 
One also learns the importance o f the living environment when trying to carry on 
important work. When you work and live together it makes it very hard to get 
along sometimes. But if you can work out the living situation so it's workable and 
positive, then that positive energy generated in the house carries out to the field 
and your interaction w ith other people.

Meetings among the staff are also vital. It's very important to get all the 
problems and personal hassles out on the table right away, not letting them fester 
and eat away at you. They are also vital from an organizational standpoint. I 
learned that you can't make a half-assed comm itment to something like this — it's 
got to be all or nothing fo r many different reasons.

The effects on my life have been overwhelming. I've been exposed to a whole
new reality which in itself brings about many changes. It's amazing how my 
self-confidence has grown since I've started working w ith the boycott. The silly 
fears and inh ib itions one has before one starts, crumble as you get more involved 
and committed. Self-awareness has grown as well as self-respect. My experiences 
have also brought out many self-weaknesses which I must work hard to rectify. But 
my ab ility  to deal w ith people confidently  has increased vastly. Many new people 
have become a part o f my life as well as many d ifferent life styles. I've seen what it 
means to give o f oneself to others and know ing what that com m itm ent means has 
changed me considerably. I don ’t know  if I'll be able to return to Bellingham and 
the life style I left w ith the knowledge I've gained on the boycott and of the 
boycott. The knowledge I've gained o f the Union and what it means to people, not 
on ly  on the Farms, but poor and oppressed people everywhere, has filled  me w ith  
both hope and love, as well as a new humbleness .

Duane Anderson

M m m û iü
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AFL-CIO Raps Ñixonomics
Statement by the AFL-CIO Executive Council, 

Washington, D.C., Aug. 19,1971.

When President Nixon took office on January 20, 
1969, America was in the 95th month of the greatest 
period of sustained economic expansion in history. 
The unemployment rate was 3.4%, the lowest in 15 
years.

Mr. Nixon had based his campaign for the 
presidency on two issues: the war in Vietnam and the 
dangers of inflation. He told the American people 
that the inflation rate o f 4.2% then existing was 
unacceptably high. He promised to control inflation 
and stabilize the economy without unfairly burdening 
any one segment of the economy and especially 
without increasing unemployment. He promised, in 
fact, to pursue policies that would create 5 million 
new jobs during his term. One month after taking 
office he reiterated, in a letter to the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council, his pledge to curb inflation 
“without asking wage earners to pay for stability with 
their jobs.”

President Nixon undertook to cool the 
economy by tightening the money supply and 
reducing expenditures.

His self-styled game plan has proved an 
unmitigated disaster.

Because o f M r. N ix o n ’s econom ic mismanagement, 
the number o f unemployed workers has nearly 
doubled over the last 2Vi years. More than 5 m illion  
workers are w ithout jobs; 14Vi m illio n  Americans are 
on the re lie f rolls; the number o f persons liv ing in 
poverty has risen to 25Vi m illion  - the first increase in 
10 years. More than 800 communities are econom ic 
disaster areas.

At the same time, instead of reducing inflation, 
the Administration’s misguided policies actually 
accelerated it. The 4.2% inflation rate rose to 5.4% in 
1969, Mr. Nixon’s first year in office. It climbed to 
5.9% in 1970, the highest rate in 20 years, and the end 
is not in sight.

Month after month, as unemployment mounted to 
6%, the use of industrial capacity declined to 73% 
and interest rates soared: to the highest level in a 
century. Mr. Nixon refused to take effective action to 
strengthen the economy. He vetoedrecovery measures 
proposed by Congress. He impounded more than $12 
billion appropriated more than Congress for 
constructive, socially useful programs. He ignored 
powers givenhim by Congress to impose ceilings on 
interest rates. He refused to channel credit and 
investment into badly needed public programs. He 
opposed efforts by Congress to give them powers to 
stabilize the economy.

In the face o f clear evidence to the contrary, 
the Adm in istration insisted that its game plan was 
w o rk in g ,  th a t  in fla tion  was declining, that 
employment was improving and that a ll was well. In 
fact, the President o f the United States deliberately 
sought to mislead the people o f the Un ited States 
about the cond ition o f the economy.

On August 15, the President unveiled his new 
“game plan.” Even then, he lacked the courage to 
admit that his tight-money policy had failed, and the 
honesty to admit that his previous game plan had led 
to America’s economic mess.

Instead of sound solutions, the President offered a 
new bag of tricks; instead of programs to provide 
employment and meet the real needs of the American 
people, he resorted to Madison Ave; gimmickerv.

The AFL-CIO has, since February 1966, said that if 
the economic situation warrants extraordinary overall 
stabilization measures, the AFL-CIO would cooperate 
so long as restraints were equitably placed on all costs 
and incomes - including all prices, profits, dividends, 
rents and executive compensation, as well as 
employees’ wages and salaries.

We said repeatedly that we were prepared to 
cooperate with mandatory government controls - if 
the President decided they were necessary - provided 
such controls were even-handed and across-the 
-board. But we have opposed any and all attempts at 
one-sided curbs on workers’ wages, without effective 
curbs on prices, profits, interest rates and other 
incomes.

The President’s program simply does not meet that 
test o f equity.

All workers’ wages were frozen for 90 days. 
During that period all cost-of -living adjustments were 
prohibited. Seniority, longevity and merit increases 
due workers are barred. Productivity increases are 
nullified,

Specifically exempt from any freeze are interest 
rates, profits, stocks, the price of land, capital gains 
and dividends, except for the Administration’s pious 
hope that dividends will not be increased.

The freeze is unequitable, unjust, unfair and 
unworkable.

Prices are at record levels and will surely continue 
to rise while wages have been frozen at a real earnings 
level below 1968.

Workers have been bearing the burden of both 
inflation and recession for 2Vi years. And now they 
are being forced to bear the additional burden o f a 
freeze.
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The effect of the President’s freeze is to nullify 
every collective bargaining agreement in private 
industry which provides a wage or salary adjustment 
during the 90-day period. Of course, employers will 
thus pocket additional profits; for their prices already 
reflect wage increases that are due, but which the 
President says cannot be paid.

The President contends that his wage-price freeze 
is preferable to wage-price controls because, he says, 
effective controls would require the creation o f a 
major new bureaucracy.

This is a poor excuse for failing to give the country 
a stabilization program that would be equitable and 
enforceable.

What Am erica needs is tax justice, not expanded 
tax w indfalls. E ffective loophole-closing - especially 
in  the area o f  capital gains, depreciation, tax-free 
m unicipal bonds, depletion allowances and the like  - 
w ou ld  perm it expansion o f pub lic  fac ilities and raise 
su ffic ient add itional revenue to enable a reduction in 
the relative tax burden o f low- and moderate- income 
families.

Instead, the Administration has chosen to give 
more tax breaks to wealthy corporations. This raid on 
the federal treasury would be financed by delaying 
welfare reform, postponing promised help to 
financially- strapped states and cities, cutting federal 
employees to wait until July 1, 1972, for a wage 
increase they have already earned.

The A d m in istra tion  proposes to permit 
corporations to establish export subsidiaries - 
Domestic International Sales Corporations - whose 
profits would not be subject to the federal 
corporat income tax, until such a time as they are 
returned to the parent corporation in the form of 
dividends.

The yearly loss of federal revenue is estimated at 
from $630 million to 925 million. This loss in 
revenue would have to be made up by other 
taxpayers - primarily by middle- and low- income 
taxpayers.

The DISC loophole provides no incentive to 
increase U.S. exports. The tax deferral w ou ld f low  to 
a ll firm s fo r all their exports, so long as the exports 
are conducted by  D ISC subsid iaries- - regardless o f 
whether such exports increase, decline or remain 
stable.

The im portant issue o f  the deteriorating U.S. 
position in  w orld  trade needs direct government 
action rather than tax subsidies fo r  big business.

We support the President’s actions on the dollar; 
however, we believe honest and candor would have 
been best served if the President had admitted that 
his actions amounted to a devaluation o f the dollar 
on the international money market. There is nothing 
to be gained by playing word games with the 
American people.

We agree that actions had to be taken to curb 
international money speculators. But it  is important 
to know  who these speculators are. Therefore, we

renew our call fo r an early a iiu  thorough 
C o n g re s s io n a l In v e s t ig a t io n  o f international 
speculation against the Am erican do llar, includ ing the 
activ ities o f  American-owned international companies 
and banks, and the p ro fits they made from  
undercutting their nation ’s currency.

Other options - more equitable, more constructive 
and more effective - were available to the President, 
but he ignored them.

In fairenss to the American people, the President 
should chanel public money to people, instead of to 
corporations.

He should free the $12 billion in federal funds that 
he has frozen.

He should act to control interest rates, the greatest 
single contributor to inflation.

He should act to control stock-market speculation. 
Instead, through uncontrolled capital gains, the very 
people who pay little o f no taxes are receiving huge 
new windfalls through speculation in the stock and 
bond markets. Wall Street is not a barometer of the 
nation’s true economic health.

He should channel investment away from 
speculative enterprises such as resort hotels and 
gambling casinos and toward housing for low and 
middle-income families.

He should act to halt the export of American jobs 
and to curb the export o f Americn technology and 
capital.

He sh ou ld  act to extend unemployment 
compensation for those whose benefits have been 
exhausted through prolonged unemployment.

He should act to promote public employment by 
implementing badly needed federal construction, 
conservation and environmental programs, and by 
speeding action to put money in the hands of state 
and local governments.

He should, at long last, begin planning for 
reconversion from wartime production to a peacetime 
economy.

O f course the President’s contention that 
unemployment during his administration was caused 
solely by the winding down of the war is not true. 
Yet he has not established a single viable program for 
finding jobs for veterans or for those previously 
employed in defense industries.

Above all, he should implement programs to create 
jobs, in both the public and private sectors instead o f  
siphoning off more and more public funds for the 
benefit o f rich corporations.

We have absolutely no fa ith in the ab ility  o f  
President N ixon  to successfully manage the economy 
o f this nation fo r the benefit o f the m ajority o f  its 
citizens.

Therefore, we call upon the Congress to assert 
contro l over the economy, to provide an effective, 
equitable and enforceable econom ic stabilization 
program and to reject any and all adm inistration 
proposals that w ould benefit on ly  one sector o f the 
economy at the expense o f  a ll others.

Specifically, we urge the Congress to reject the 
P resid en t’s proposals to further enrich the 
corporations at the expense of the poor and needy 
and the public treasury.

We will fight to block his discriminatory attack on 
the jobs and the wages of federal employees.

We will insist that controls on prices and wages be 
made equitable, and that all other forms of income - 
profits, interest rates, executive compensation, 
expense accounts, the prices of stocks and bonds - be 
brought under equal restraints.

The Adm in istra tion  is attempting to outlaw all 
strikes during th is 90-day period.

We fla t ly  reject the Adm in istra tion ’s contention 
that it  has any such power. In peacetime, this is an 
assertion o f d ictatoria l powers completely foreign to 
the American concept o f  freedom. Even in  wartime, 
no other President asserted such a right. We w ill not 
abide by any such dictate and we w ill advise our 
members to resist any such attempt.

We reiterate the pledge we have made on 
numerous, occasions since February 1966. We will 

cooperate with fair, equitable, across-the- board 
mandatory controls on all costs, prices and incomes 
including profits, interest rates, dividends, and 
executive compensation as well as workers’ wages and 
salaries. The President’s program does not meet that 
test. We will not be a party to deceiving the American 
public into believing that the President’s program is 
fair, equitable or workable.
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Hard Hats Had It “OUT NOW! . . . the way to protect our troops and prisoners 
Statement of Hawaii AFL-CIO 

and all Hawai’ trade unions

photo by terri dixon

“We have never . . . followed blindly, and never 
will, every edict that emanates from the official 
headquarters . . . .  The AFL-CIO is not infallible, and 
many of us feel that it is out of step withthe thinking 
of the 13 million members it represents.

“We do not believe that the leaders of our great 
American trade union family speak for that family in 
supporting the President in the present war 
dilemma.”

Thomas J. Lloyd, President, and 
Patrick E. Gorman, Secretary - Treasurer, 

Amalgamated Meatcutters, 
The Butcher Workman, 

June-July, 1971.

“ In Viet Nam, the U.S. lost over 6,000 aircraft 
valued at more than $6 billion as of the end of 1969 . 
. . $6 billion could buy a fully equipped elementary 
school for 1000 children, a fully equipped junior high 
school for 1300, and a fully equipped senior high 
school for 1600 in each o f  260 communities plus a 
starting salary of $7000 for each of 35,724 teachers 
— one teacher for every 27 children.”

1500 delegates to the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers convention, 

May 28, 1970, calling for withdrawal 
of all combat troops in Indochina by 

end of 1970, and for complete withdrawal of all 
American military presence by June, 1971.

“The immorality of United States involvement in 
Viet Nam, and that of all its citizens, is that we are 
cramming war and terror down the throats of the 
Vietnamese people . . . .  We supported every corrupt, 
dictatorial, right-wing government south of the 
Demarcation Line as established by the 1954 Geneva 
Agreement. We tried to pass o ff as fact, an illusion 
that the Geneva Agreement separated Viet Nam into 
two sovereign nations . . .

“All along we have been propping up a 
government that is artificial and unnatural so that it 
may serve as our ‘legal’ purpose for our involvement 
there. I t is in reality a non-government. . . .

“The war goes on not because the North 
Vietnamese and the National Liberation Front are 
engaged in a continuing struggle to unify their own 
nation, but . . .[because] . . . our government is 
attem pting to establish a de facto government in 
South Viet Nam by force . . . .

Raymond A. Dickow, 
Editor, 

Butcher workman

%4

“It is most important, then, that workers and 
union members be wary of measures that seek to curb 
personal freedom and individual liberties. It may 
sound good to toss an unwashed, long-haired hippie 
in jail w ithout a fair trial, but once a government 
starts suspending liberties of some people, there’s no 
telling where it will end, or who will be next to go.

“And labor unions and workers have the most to 
lose in this game.”

Allied Industrial Worker
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■ the time has come to end our role in Viet 
Nam . . . .  To the President, to the Congress, we 
plead: End this conflict. Get on with the war against 
the evils that beset America here at home — the 
unnecessary evils of poverty and pollution-, the 
unnecessary evils o f unemployment and inflation; the 
unnecessary evils o f discrimination, and of discord 
and discrimination between our old and our young. . .

C. L. Dennis, President, 
Brotherhood of Railway 

and Airline Clerks, 
member AFL-CIO Executive Council, 

BRAC Convention, May 24, 1971.

ain't gonna pay  for war no more
Shau n  M a lo n e y , head o f  In te rna tiona l 

Longshoremen and Warehouse Workers Union Local 
14 — Seattle, Ann Johnson, President o f the 
Associated Students o f the University o f Washington, 
and Dr. W illiam  B. Cate, president - d irector o f the 
Church Council o f Greater Seattle, called fo r a 
one-day economic boycott to protest N ixon 's 
brinkmanship policies in V ie t Nam. They asked fo r a 
suspension o f all purchases on Wednesday, May 17.

Dr. Cate stated, "F o r  most people we hope it w ill 
be a day o f no work, school, recreation, or purchasing 
as usual." Ms. Johnson, who initiated the boycott 
plans, said that moral persuasion has not worked, but 
"m oney talks and we hope we w ill be heard."

Clergy and Laymen Concerned, a national 
organization, is carrying on a boycott campaign 
against Honeywell Inc. Th is huge conglomerate 
p roduces Rockeye II Cluster Bombs, Guava 
Bomblets, Gravel Mines, W AAPM  (wide area 
a n t ip e rso n n e l mines), SPIW (special purpose 
individual weapons), and more fo r use in V ie t Nam, 
as well as CS-1 and CS-2 gas and rio t control 
chem icals fo r use here and abroad.

They also produce E lm o movie cameras and 
projectors, Strobonar electronic flash equipment, 
Pentax cameras, Takumar lenses and Preview slide 
projectors, co lo r slide duplicating equipment and 
darkroom equipment.

To learn how you can actively support this 
campaign and to receive their newspaper, American 
Report, write:
Clergy and Laymen Concerned 
475 Riverside Drive 
New Yo rk , N. Y. 10027

The Conscientious Consumers Bulletin states: 
"The CCB was created because we th ink  that many 
vital social changes can be markedly helped -  or 
severely hindered — by our behavior as consumers. 
Because our spending patterns can and do have clear 
effects on the social well-being o f our country and of 
our national neighbors . . . .

"T o  those Americans . . . who are already vocal in 
effecting long overdue changes, we extend our 
warmest invitation to give selective buying a chance. 
Obviously, all we can do is give you the inform ation 
we gather. You have to take it from  there if .it is to do 
any good."

In addition to the Honeywell boycott, CCB asks 
you to support the Women's Strike fo r Peace in their 
protest o f Intermational Telephone and Telegraph for 
their production o f electronic sensors used in 
Southeast Asis. The sensors can 't tell the difference 
between soldiers, o ld men, women, children, water 
buffalo, etc., but lead equally to their deaths w ith 
inhuman precision.

ITT  subsidiaries produce Wonder Bread (builds 
strong bodies 12 ways). Hostess Cupcakes and 
Twin kies. Profile Bread, Morton's Frozen Foods, and 
operates Sheraton Hotels.

CCB also states that "General Tire and Rubber 
C o m p a n y  m a n u fa c tu r e s  General Tires, 
Pennsylvania Tennis Balls, owns RKO Theatres and 
Radio Stations . . . and makes many components of 
the Sadeye duster bomb, as well as components and 
dispensers for other antipersonnel weapons." 
Antipersonnel weapons range from "bombs which 
spin thousands o f killing and maiming pellets to 
projectiles that shred people and nail them to trees."

The CCB is available by mail at 15 cents for the 
first copy, 5 cents each additional, $2 for a 10-issue 
subscription. Write:

Conscientious Consumers Bu lletin  
Box 3528
Washington, D. C. 20007

If boycotts are to be successful we must make 
them known to those being boycotted. Perhaps a card 
would suffice. Write:

Honeywell President 
Stephen F. Keating 
2701 Fourth Ave. S.
Minneapolis, Minn. 55408

General Tire President 
Thomas F. O'Neil 
First General St.
Akron, Ohio 44309

ITT President 
Harold S. Green 
320 Park Ave.
N. Y. C., N. Y. 10022

Or perhaps a call to their local distributors would 
help (especially if you called every fifteen minutes).

by

Quite a change from thè days o f Christ.
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Eye with a Soul
This latest in a series o f  exhibitions 

at Gallery 1199, Drug and Hospital 
Workers ’ Union, is a service both to the 
art community and to members o f  the 
Union, as well as to the public at large.

In sharp contrast to the “new 
realism” now fashionable in Madison 
A venue galleries, Max Gins burg’s 
realism has its roots and reason for 
being in a clear commitment ot the 
working people. His style is tailored to 
communicate with an audience largely 
uninformed in matters aesthetic and 
therefore still largely unconcerned.

Ginsburg's paintings mirror the 
workers’ world and their concerns in 
our society. I f  the members o f  1199 
are a good sample, they respond 
etnphatically and with a strong sense o f

response to aesthetic and plastic values, 
that there lies the greatest danger to 
the development and maturation o f  a 
great social art. The great realists o f  the 
past (Goya, Daumier, Lautrec, etc.) 
have much to teach us. A study o f  
their work can clarify our own way to 
a powerful social, humanistic art. Their 
message is clear. It calls for a massive 
simplification o f pattern, the shape to 
carry the essence o f  the meaning; 
simplification and obliteration o f  all 
unnecessary detail and a unified 
structure created by intertwining 
rhythm and the movement o f  light — 
painting o f  volumes instead o f  surface 
detail and texture.

identification. Though the chic “new 
rea lis ts” share in some degree 
Ginsburg’s technical approach (a use o f  
p h o to g ra p h y , etc.) they, unlike 
Ginsburg, seem to pride themselves on 
being a “faithful eye, ” an eye without 
a soul, without a social point o f  view, 
inert and unmoved. Such neutrality in 
our corrupt and decaying society is 
bound to be greeted with applause and 
financial success by the makers o f  taste 
in the art world o f  the establishment, 
because it is not neutral at all. Not to 
take a position o f  social responsibility 
is, in fact, taking a very definite stand 
in favor o f  no change. Where there is 
no life, and no commitment, there can 
be no movement — no change.

It is precisely in an underestimation 
by some artists o f  the mass audience’s

P E O P L E 'S  W O RLD
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Environment and Unions:

The atom ic energy commison (A E C ) reserves the 
right to judge whether the risk to the pub lic is greater 
from  shutting down a power generating station during 
periods o f high demand, o r from  perm itting it  to 
operate at high radiation levels. Th is disclosure was 
made by Lester Rogers, -director o f  te A E C 's  D iv ision 
o f Rad io logica l and Environm ental Protection, under 
questioning during A E C  hearings to establish “ as low  
as practicab le" radiation emission levels from  nuclear 
power plants. A  news release (March 6 ) from  National 
Intervenors,, a coa lition  o f 60 environmental groups, 
states that Lester testified that when the need fo r 
e lectric ity  is great, as determ ined by the A E C , “ there 
is no specific p roh ib ition " against a reactor being 
allowed to  em it rad ioactiv ity to the surrounding 
population at levels up to one-tenth the yearly dose 
set by the Nationa l Council on Rad iation Protection 
as a maximum fo r the general population.

Po llu tion  abatement costs w ill not be severe in  
fourteen major industries, according to a report by 
th e  C o u n c il on Environmental Quality , the 
Commerce Department, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. The report notes that contrary to 
some businessmen’s d ire predictions o f  econom ic 
stress, the costs o f  contro lling  a ir and water po llu tion  
can be passed on to consumers (although add itional 
in fla t ion  may result) and that there w ill be a m in im al 
number o f jobs lost because o f abatement procedures 
(Business Week, March 18). Some small plants w ill be 
forced to close, but those plants are already o ld  and 
marginal, and most lik e ly  would be closed by  1980 in 
any case. The authors o f  the report d id  not consider 
abatement o f either noise or solid waste po llu tion, 
but d id  note that air po llu tion  contro l alone cou ld 
result in  large annual savings in health and property 
damage costs that now  total some $16 b illio n  per 
year.

Atm ospheric v is ib ility  is decreasing in  the eastern 
U S . S c ie n t is ts  associated w ith  the Nationa l 

Oceanic and Atm ospheric Adm in istra tion  (N O A A ) 
have found that at three locations studied, occasions 
o f low  v is ib ility  (six miles or less) have increased from  
an average o f 21.5 percent fo r the period 1962-65 to 
an average o f 33.1 percent fo r the period o f 1966-1969. 
The averages refer to period ic da ily  observations 
made at airports in  Akron-Canton, Ohio; Lexington, 
Ken tucky; and Memphis, Tennessee. Removal o f 
factors o f location  and weather differences from  the 
calculations d id  not sign ificantly affect the trend o f 
de c rea s in g  v is ib ility . A  N O A A  news release 
(February) states that the increases in  atmospheric 
haziness, or restricted visibility," must be a result o f  
either natural or man-induced causes. Since no known 
natural additions to the atmosphere occurred during 
the period concerned, the N O A A  scientists concluded 
that particulate po llu tion  must be the cause o f 
decreasing v is ib ility .

by roxanne park
"Ecology issues are puny considerations to a 

hungry man. Z
— Harry Bridges, 

President, ILW U

"What price will we pay for jobs?"
Gosp irion, 

President, O CAW

Ecology is usually thought of as the one safe issue 
with which nobody disagrees. How could anyone be 
against clean air, green parks, and flowers? As the 
environmental viewpoint has developed in this 
society, though, its pristine pedastal of harmlessness 
has been eroded. Clean air and green parks become 
juxtaposed to jobs, money, and production.

If anything has been learned by the ARCO permit 
hearings. Initiative 256, and numerous environmental 
lawsuits, it is exactly the very serious social forces 
which counterpose ecology. In its move from an 
aesthetic, "nice" consideration to a serious issue, 
ecology is now being asked to defend itself against 
questions which are not simple or clear cut. There has 
been tendency for the environmental movement to1 
refuse to face these questions and to hide behind the 
skirts of "moral purity" or "public interest." If such 
a movement is to be anything more than a garden 
club topic, it must face these questions squarely.

Obviously, one of the questions ecology must face 
is its relationship to workers. As environmental 
legislation provides for stricter enforcement of 
standards, plants have responded by threatening to 
close down rather than clean up. Very recently Henry 
Ford II warned that automotive assembly lines could 
be shut down in 1975 if federal emmission standards 
for 1975 models are not suspended. Ford has the 
p ow er of threatening 800,000 persons' 
unemployment with such a shutdown. In Everett this 
year Weyerhaeuser announced it would close down its 
sulphite mill because meeting the pollution control 
requirements would cost $10 million. Terming the 
action "strictly an environmental closure," the mill's 
shutdown put 330 people out of work. A  full page ad 
in a Washington paper attacked the Department of 
Ecology for being a "Job Polluter", which aimed at 
putting people out of work.

Such "environmental b lackm ail" c learly polarized 
workers and ecology. Environmental concerns begin 
to be seen as dangerous enemies to the worker. A s  the 
Teamster V ice President E inarolen characterized it, 
" I f  some measure meant to stop po llu tion resulted in 
the loss o f jobs fo r our members, then clearly we 
would be in con flic t o f interest. You know, o f course, 
we would have a lo t o f clean water and clean air but 
no economy, and that is no so lution e ither."

Th is con flic t o f interest between ecology and 
workers is at the same time paradoxical when one 
considers who suffers the most from  pollu tion. 
Industrial workers pay the extremely high costs fo r 
po llu tion  — w ith their health. Theprofessional person 
living in the suburbs can escape the serious effects o f 
po llu tion. Workers in an industrial town are not able
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ever to leave the po llu tion. In the steel m ill town, the 
worker lives down the road from  the plant and 
breathes the air every day. The coal m iners breathe 
coal dust, which is 14 times worse than any c ity 's  air 
po llu tion. The m iner breathes th is dusty every day 
and has one ou t o f two chances o f developing a black 
lung disease, or coal m iner's pneumoconiosis. A s  
Ralph Nader said, "We've heard time and tim e again 
that po llu tion  affects us all, it's a unitary problem, so 
we should bind ourselves together on it. It does affect 
us all, but it affects blue collar workers and their 
fam ilies much m ore."

If the worker is in such a dangerous and critica l 
position, one's firs t question m ight be w hy the 
workers have not been the vanguards o f the 
environmental cause. Obviously, there have been 
enormous inform ational gaps in the workers' 
knowledge about such matters. The plant certa in ly 
w ill not o ffer such inform ation' and up until recently 
there has been a startling lack o f concern fo r th is 
class' health hazards. Doctors who treated coal 
workers diagnosed their conditions as asthma, not 
coal dust. Workers at the Intalco plant are given 
frequent fluoride level tests and exams because o f a 
state law, but the workers are not warned o f the 
extreme dangers o f such a pollutant. O n ly  if  a w orker 
continua lly  refuses to  maintain health practices such 
as washing does the company indicate that the 
situation might be critical.

The workers are obviously caught with both their 
jobs and health on the line. One cannot understand 
the issues of the environmental movement without a 
grasp of this paradoxical dilemma. One response to 
this dilemma is for the environmental movement to 
embrace not only the environment "out there" but 
also the environment "in there" -  in the mines, 
factories, and plants. A  merger of concern for 
occupational hazards and environmental hazards by 
environmentalists could militate against the 
environmental blackmail of companies who threaten 
to close down.

UNION POTENTIAL

The other avenue which must be utilized is that o f 
the unions. The potential role o f unions is one o f the 
m o re  e x c it in g  and positive aspects o f the 
environmental movement. In recent times the 
interests o f unions appear to be str ic tly  materialistic, 
conservative, and contro lled by the established 
power. Th is ou tlook  usually has little  knowledge of 
the radical h istory o f the unions. Once one begins to 
appreciate th is historical precedent, the unions may 
be seen as a more viable force fo r change.

There is a group in British Columbia which has 
been organizing the unions around environmental 
issues. ESCA  (Environmental Systems Com m unity 
Association) has had certain successes which indicate 
the v iab ility  o f the unions' potential role.

ESCA  was organized as a radical off-shoot o f SPEC 
(Society fo r Po llu tion  and Environmental Control) 
over a year ago. Two o f ESCA 's  founders, Gerald 
Culhane and Rob in Harger, first became intriaued by
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Conflict or Comrades
the relationship o f unions and ecology during SPEC 's 
campaign against MacM illan Bloedel, an immense 
forestry operation.

When organizing for SPEC, Culhane became 
convinced of the potential impact the unions could 
have with MacMillan. He petitioned the trade unions 
to include an environmental clause similar to those 
requiring job safety committees in their contracts. 
When there was no response, he picketed the 
International Woodworkers of America. In 1970 the 
International Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite, and 
Paper Mill Workers introduced an environmental 
clause in their bargaining concepts. Vice President of 
this Brotherhood Pat O'Neil told a Labor Congress 
Convention in Edmonton that, "We're told to wait a 
little longer, not to rush things or we might disturb 
the economy, not to change things right now because 
there will be a better opportunity in the near future. 
Well, it's a false argument. We've been waiting and 
waiting and we've got more poverty, more poor, and 
more pollution." The Pulp and Paper Workers later 
endorsed the environmental clause along with the B. 
C. Federation of Labor.

Through a spectacular set o f actions against 
MacM illan Bloedel, SPEC  was able to establish the 
further connections between the worker and an 
environmental interest. The Po llu tion  Contro l Board 
o f British Colum bia held an inqu iry into the practices 
o f the forest industry. SPEC  members contacted 
numerous pulp m ill environmental committees and 
were able to amass substantial amounts o f 
incrim inating evidence against MacM illan. The 
workers showed SPEC  people the exact points o f 
discharges, and helped to guide the investigations. 
The extensive documentation and evidence was not 
expected by the forest industry, and SPEC  made an 
outstanding impression on the workers. A s one 
worker noted, "The  hearing . .  . enabled the work(er) 
to realize there is some power they can exert 
ind ividually, right on the plant level. It makes the 
working conditions better and one realizes they can 
effect change. It's a healthy educational process."

The radical actions d id  not suit several o f SPEC 's 
membership, and Culhane and Harger resigned to 
form  ESCA . E SC A  is dedicated, in Harger's words, 
" to  try ing to get these unions more and more 
involved in taking environmental stands. We want to 
continue to educate union people — to show them 
how they can use environmental issues to  expand or 
implement their own programs." ESCA  does not mail 
its material to other anti-po llution groups, but rather 
sends its inform ation d irectly  to  the plant and the 
unions. Culhane and Harger are intent on taking the 
environmental issues out o f the university and putting 
them into the company town where they can have 
social influence and transformation.

RESULTS

The results o f ESCA 's  efforts tell the tale o f much 
po litica l work -  there have been both significant 
achievements and discouragements. Culhane said that 
in several o f the plants the personal risks o f the 
workers became om nipotent in the face o f plant 
closure, and a lo t o f backsliding occurred. The 
environmental seminars which were a part o f the 
contract clauses were more entertaining than 
educational, and needed to develop a great deal 
before they could be seen as substantial activities. 
These "paper achievements," however, were coupled 
w ith independent evidence that the issues had begun 
to sink in and have their meaning.

In November o f 1970 more than 250 men signed a 
petition to demand a hearing on the practices o f their 
copper mine on Vancouver Island. These men 
organized the petition themselves and recognized 
their responsib ility, asserting that they wanted a 
hearing even if it meant losing their own jobs. 
Culhane commented, "That's real; that's authentic!" 
and then described the actions o f some other workers 
in downtown Vancouver. In May o f 1971 the workers 
refused to  continue spraying asbestos on the huge 
office  build ing until safety provisions could be settled 
on which would ensure that the spraying could be 
done w ithout damage to the surrounding area. The 
men walked o ff the job against their leadership's 
authorization until the management agreed to use 
asbestos w ith a sealer in it.

In one pulp m ill the workers demanded an 
environmental clause and had the management 
respond by giving them a vis itor's tou r o f the plant.

They took the workers around, then returned to the 
office and said, "See, everything's f in e ."  The workers 
would not accept such an absurd response, and 
pushed the clause through.

In the United States a few sign ificant union 
actions have indicated that sim ilar moves are possible. 
The A FL -C IO  resolved in 1971 to " jo in  w ith other 
labor unions throughout the world to contro l 
po llu tion. Deploring the lack o f a national plan to 
deal w ith the impact o f environemtnal needs on 
industry, the union insisted that labor have an equal 
sha re  w ith  government and management in 
developing such a p lan." Several unions have 
proposed statutes which would proh ib it companies 
from  engaging in environmental blackmail. The O il, 
Chemical and A tom ic Workers Union International 
adopted a recommendation in August o f 1971 that 
emission standards based on zero po llu tion  be 
established w ithout delay.

Several unions have engaged in collective 
bargaining fo r not on ly their plants but fo r the 
com m unity at large. The Steelworkers Union resolved 
that no plant or business should be allowed to perm it 
noise, light, or radiation, in add ition to gases, solid 
wastes and flu ids, to escape into surrounding 
neighborhoods.

Culhane stressed this connection o f concern 
between the plant and the area outside the plant: 
"O nce the workers sees the po llu tion  inside the plant, 
the awareness does not stop at the plant's gates. The 
borders o f the plant dissolve and a world-view is 
provided.

The world-view o f ecology was o f prime im port to 
Culhane. He believes that the ecological perspective is 
one which people can trust because its answers are 
real and viable. Rather than fa ll into the traps o f what 
he terms 'protest po litics,' Culhane asserted that the 
environmental viewpoint could answer the question, 
'What do you propose?' " I t  seems that the inherent 
force o f the environmental movement answers that 
question, because if you go into it you start com ing 
up w ith answers right away. N o t just w ith problems. 
That's the interesting emphasis. A nd  as you develop 
answers, you find , to  your surprise, that they hang 
together. You  come to trust the ecological view 
because the answer it delivers is a w orld  v iew ."

Information from:
"Labo r Unions and Eco logy ," Clear Creek, May

1971.
Roger Lubin, "Eco -U n ion  — Labor and the 

Environmental Movement in Canada", Clear Creek,
1972.

Interview w ith Gerald Culhane.
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NOTES
The Public Service Commission of New York 

State has expressed an interest in redesigning the 
electricity rate structure so that higher charges 
would be made for greater use of electricity. 
This would be a trend away from the present 
arrangement whereby consumers of large 
amounts of electricity receive discounts. At a 
rate hearing in February, officials of the 
commission questioned Consolidated Edison 
representatives as to who bears the responsibility 
for peak demand, implying that whomever is 
responsible should bear the greater cost. A 
report released by the commissionin mid-March, 
though, states that increasing rates for higher 
residential electric use would cause “negligible” 
cutbacks by residential consumers. Electricity 
costs are too small an item in the household 
budget to be effective as an economic incentive. 
A spokesman for the commission told 
Environment that later studies will consider rate 
restructuring for industrial and commercial use.

Claims by Earth magazine that the Air Force 
tested a lethal nerve gas on North Vietnamese 
troops have been denied by the U.S. Defense 
Department, according to an Associated press 
report (St.Louis Post-Dispatch, March 15). 
Gerard Van der Leun, managing editor of Earth 
magazine, stated in an article that VX gas was 
used in Cambodia three years ago to test the 
combat effectiveness of the gas. The story was 
earlier published in a Swedish newspaper, 
Dagens Nyheter, and translated by a member of 
the U.S.-based Dispatch News Service. A 
spokesman for the Defense Department denied 
that the U.S. has ever used nerve gas or any 
other lethal chemical agent against enemy 
forces.

The preparatory committee for the United 
Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
completed its work in mid-march, according to a 
UN news release, March 15. The conference will 
be held in Stockholm June 5-16. The three major 
items to be considered by the conference will be 
a Declaration on the Human Environment, 
which will constitute the first attempt at 
international agreement on “the new principles 
of international behavior and responsibility on 
which effective management of the global 
environment must be based”; an Action Plan to 
provide a blueprint for concerted international 
attack on specific environmental problems; and 
the creation of a new, permanent unit of the UN 
to “give common direction and leadership” to 
international environmental activities.

The new American Society for Ecological 
Education, concerned with introducing ecological 
studies into elementary and secondary school 
curricula, was formed in December, 1971, and is now 
offering charter memberships at $10 and student 
memberships at $2. Write Curry College, Milton 
Mass., 02186.

Existing at the very base of the food chain,only 
plants have the ability to take raw products from the 
soil, air, and water and manufacture food. As a result, 
no life on this planet could exist without the presence 
of plants. Better think again about saying “hello” to a 
green plant today!
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by shelly anderson 
and bill corr

[Editor's Note: The authors,
members of the Capitol H ill co-op in Seattle, have 
been researching the relative food values of raw milk 
and pasteurized milk for several months]

Thoughts

Discovering that the m ilk industry was the 
fourth largest in the U.S. was not the least o f the 
surprises when we got into this project.

Our bias against any kind o f processing inclined us 
to th ink k ind ly  o f raw m ilk. On the other hand, we 
believed to begin w ith that the apparently harmless; 
process o f pasteurization was like flick ing  a house fly  
out o f the foam o f a glass o f beer: The f ly  was gone 
and all the goodies o f the beer remained intact.

As sources in th is in itia l investigation we turned to 
the usual food reform books, libraries, and the more 
obvious government agencies. The most informative 
establishment source we found so far was Lampert's 
Modem Dairy Practices. The co lo rfu l publications o f 
the industry designed fo r the general public were 
basically non-informational.

The food reform people other than Rodale 
generally agree that m ilk  is a very good food, and 
there is also pretty widespread agreement about the 
superiority o f certified raw m ilk. Talk ing to 
government authorities, however, gave us the feeling 
that what "ce rt if ie d " raw m ilk is where it is, and 
what is legal is a somewhat complicated question.

The establishment sources we checked make the 
fam iliar claim that pasteurized m ilk  is still one o f our 
best foods, that the losses due to pasteurization are 
m inimal and that they are made up by additives and 
the rest o f good American diet. (Are there people 
who still believe in the 'good American diet'...?)

Pasteurization and homogenization together have 
c re a te d  a p ro d u c t  whose apparent safety, 
standardized flavor and co lor plus long shelf life 
answers the needs o f the food industry. In discussing 
this point, Carlton Fredericks mentions,that there has 
not been one case o f disease traced certified raw m ilk  
in f ifty  years, and that 70% of the m ilk-borne 
epidemics have been traced to  m ilk  products due to 
improper handling o f m ilk after pasteurization. 
Undulant fever does not seem to be much o f a 
problem. The health department says less than 10 
cases in 10 years fo r the state o f Washington. 
Accord ing to the K ing County Extension Service, 
Washington is presently a Bang's free state and has 
been fo r about three years. The extension Service also 
says that calves vaccinated against th is disease during 
the first 4-7 months are permanently protected 
against it, and its transmission to man, although 
periodic checks are desirable.

W HY NOT P A S T E U R IZ E ?

The fo llow ing are the main points that the food 
reform people have against pasteurization and m ilk 
processing:

1. Permits lower standards in milk handling.

Cows producing m ilk fo r pasteurization, says 
Fredericks, may be inspected as infrequently as every 
six months. One government source said that it m ight 
be a year or more between inspections. The 
requirements fo r production o f certified raw m ilk 
calls fo r more frequent - even da ily  - inspections o f 
the cows, as well as frequent inspections o f the m ilk 
handlers and culture tests on the m ilk itself every two 
weeks or more. A lso  in certified raw m ilk  production 
the m ilking equipment is cleaned more often and the 
cows carefu lly washed before each m ilking. The 
bacterial count on such m ilk is therefore sing ificantly 
lower than on m ilk from  dairies that rely on-high heat 
treatment to reduce the count, which may be as high 
as I m illion  (as opposed to 8,000, fo r example, in 
certified raw m ilk). Some may say, w ith  Catharyn 
E lw ood, "W ho wants to drink m ilk  that is so impure 
it has to be cooked to k il l offensive bacteria?"

2. Is non-selective in destruction o f bacteria.

T h a t  is, b o th  beneficial and potentia lly 
non-beneficial bacteria are killed. Lactic  acid form ing 
bacteria are an example o f this. Lactic acid, which 
causes m ilk to  sour, is important in creating an acid 
medium in the intestines which favors the absorption 
o f calcium  and other acid soluble minerals, and 
retards the growth o f negative bacteria. It is also 
important in inh ib iting the action o f  harm ful bacteria 
which may be present in the m ilk. Pasteurization k ills  
most o f the lactic acid form ing bacteria.

3. Contributes to substantial losses of Vitamin C.
Although the amount o f this vitam in may on ly  

average about 20 m illigrams per quart in raw m ilk, 
still th is can be a significant addition to some diets. 
Rorty  and E lwood note that every year the loss o f 
ascorbic acid due to pasteurization equals the vitam in 
C content o f the entire citrus crop o f the US.

7/

4. Causes a basic alteration in the character o f the 
milk.

Pasteurization may be handled d ifferent ways. A s 
o f the I960's, the fo llow ing methods were most 
common: 145 degrees fo r 30 minutes; 155 degrees fo r 
20 minutes, 161 degrees fo r 15 seconds, 190-200 
degrees using steam heat; 285 degrees fo r 15 seconds; 
300 degrees fo r % second. There is general agreement 
that some losses o f vitamins, hormones, enzymes, and 
antibodies do occur at these temperatures, and that 
some o f the remaining vitamins, minerals, etc. that 
are not heat sensitive may undergo su ffic ient change 
to make their assim ilation more d ifficu lt. Estimates
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run from  38-80% loss o f the B complex factors alone. 
Lampert's guide to the effects o f pasteurization (see 
table at end) on certain vitamins, minerals, etc. was 
chosen because it represents the m inimum level o f 
loss that we were able to find  so far. Th is is what the 
establishment says you lose when you drink 
pasteurized m ilk.

Perhaps the most serious - and iron ic - loss occurs 
in calcium, one o f the things we drink m ilk  for. The 
standard test fo r pasteurization is the destruction o f 
the enzyme phosphotase, which occurs in raw m ilk. 
A fte r the m ilk  is pasteurized it is checked fo r 
phosphotase; if the enzyme is no longer active, the 
m ilk  is considered "safe." Apparently it sometimes 
happens that some form of phosphotase may 
"reappear" after pasteurization, although we have not
been able to discover how often this happens or 
whether or not it is in all ways sim ilar to  the enzyme 
before pasteurization.

The catch in the destruction of phosphotase is that 
it is a critical factor in the body's ability to absorb 
calcium and phosphorus from milk. Elwood states 
flat out that these minerals cannot be absorbed 
without it; other nutritionists indicate that the 
absorption may simply be rendered much more 
difficult. Calcium absorption is .aided) by, among 
other things, vitamins A  and D - but the A  may be 
affected by homogenization (Davis, Vine) and even if 
the milk is irradiated or concentrates added to it to 
supply D, the amount of this vitamin is still low. In 
addition to the destruction of phosphotase, the 
calcium itself may undergo a loss and/or alteration 
that may make its assimilation still more difficult. 
Estimates on this loss run from 10-50% of the calcium 
becoming "less available" to the body as a result of 
pasteurization.

Cooking the m ilk  may have consequences on the 
protein and as yet unstudied trace elements whose 
long range effects are still unknown, but there have 
been experiments indicating that nutritional losses 
may be more serious than previously believed. The 
claim  is that such losses are not really serious because,

as Lampert says, "m ilk  is not the sole food in a 
well-balanced d ie t." Those o f us who strive fo r a 
balanced diet are inevitably thwarted to  some degree 
by losses o f nutrients due to poor soils, long or 
improper storage, fau lty preparation, problems of 
absorption once the food is eaten, etc. to  say nothing 
o f the person who fo r one reason or another relies on 
processed chain store foods or "Fast foods" from 
carry-outs and drive-ins.

E lwood mentions problems o f scurvy and 
po lyneuritis associated w ith pasteurized as opposed 
to raw m ilk; resistance to T .B . increased when 
ch ildren were fed certified raw as opposed to 
pasteurized m ilk.

EXPERIMENTS WITH CATS
Fredericks, in discussing the dangers o f too much 

cooked protein in our diets, cites experiments by Dr. 
Francis Pottenger on three generations o f cats. One 
group was fed raw m ilk; the other groups were fed 
pasteurized, evaporated, etc. m ilk. The m ilk 
composed 2;3 o f the cats' diet; the other one third 
consisted o f "foods known to  support good health in 
cats." Briefly , the experiment ran fo r on ly  three 
generations because at the end o f three generations 
the cats on flu id  pasteurized and other process m ilks 
could no longer hold their heads up easily o r perform 
simple craw ling and clim bing exercises - much less 
reproduce. Those on raw m ilk flourished.

Lampert, in defense o f pasteurized m ilk, cites an 
experiment in Lanarkshire, Scotland, in 1926 on 
school age children receiving an adequate d iet and up 
to  one pint o f raw or pasteurized m ilk daily. The 
study showed no difference in growth and weight 
gains between the two groups. The experiment,
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however, was conducted fo r on ly  fou r months, 
involved a very small amount o f m ilk, and only 
growth and height were compared. No comparisons 
were made, apparently, in terms o f resistance to 
disease, instances o f nervous conditions, fatigue, 
performance in school, etc. More im portantly, there

seems to be a real lack o f careful study spanning a 
period o f years and the relationships o f raw and 
pasteurized m ilk to life span, persistence of sexual 
drives, onset o f degenerative diseases, general 
resistance, and so on, which is o f considerable interest 
to  those o f us who make m ilk a significant part o f our 
total diet. Th is is one reason why Pottenger's 
experiment is valuable.

A  Canadian publication "Northern  Neighbors" 
which specializes in inform ation about the USSR 
states that m ilk  was w ide ly prescribed for workers in 
metal plants. Th is «checks w ith the experience o f 
American welders, who used m ilk  to  counteract the 
effects o f galvanic poisoning. It is important to get 
more inform ation on this to  see how  it bears on the 
problem o f lead, mercury, chrom ium, cadmium, etc. 
(which now seem to be showing up more and more in 
our food, a ir &  water) and to find out about the 
relative merits o f raw vs pasteurized m ilk  in coping 
w ith  th is problem. We ran into references o f 
"che la ting " in relatin to this; it has something to do 
w ith bringing together metal atoms and hopefu lly 
getting rid  o f them. We need more info on this.

O ther factors related to  the processing o f m ilk  fo r 
commercial purposes:

Antib io tics: according to  Lampert, there is no 
really convenient o r inexpensive test as o f the I960's to 
test fo r the presence o f antib io tics in m ilk - 75 tons 
yearly, says Borgstrom, are injected into the udders 
o f cows w ith  mastitis (generally the result o f sloppy 
m ilking, using machines). Frequently the three-day 
waiting period before the cow 's m ilk  can be used fo r 
commercial purposes is ignored. In addition to the 
dangers o f producing allergic reactions in people 
sensitive to pen ic illin  and/or build ing up resistance 
against the wonder drugs, the presence o f antib iotics 
in m ilk  may tem porarily reduce the bacterial count o f 
the m ilk and give an inaccurate impression o f the 
cleanliness o f the conditions under which it was 
produced.

Sanitizing agents: ch lorine has been w idely used as 
a sanitizing agent to clean m ilk  equipment because 
larger quantities can be used before it begins to 
impart a flavor to the m ilk.

Add itives and preserving agents: miscellaneous 
references to  formaldehyde, hydrogen peroxide, 
bleaching and additives such as vegetable four (to 
enhance co lo r in low  fat m ilk) have been persistent 
but vague. A n y  inform ation on these or others would 
be o f interest.

W a te r: although technica lly prohibited by
Washington State law, there are first hand stories o f 
d ilu tion  o f m ilk fo r commercial purposes. We would 
like more inform ation on this and, related to it, 
whether or not cows drink ing fluoridated water 
excrete fluorides into the m ilk.

(A  quote from  Jean's article in Georgia Straight: 
"Y o u  mean that you w on 't te ll the pub lic what levels 
o f pesticides and herbicides you are allow ing in 
m ilk ? "  I asked. 'Well, no, I don 't th ink, the public 
cou ld handle th is type o f in fo rm ation ," answered the 
Regional D irector o f the Federal Food and Drug 
Adm in istration).

Whatever arguments can be made fo r flu id  
pasteurized m ilk  as a necessary compromise, most o f 
the other processed m ilk  products on the chain store 
shelves are really questionable. Th is applies less to

butter than to processed cheese and ice cream. The 
additional processing o f dried, evaporated, etc. m ilk  
products incorporates all the objections to flu id  
pasteurized m ilk and perhaps others we hear about 
but do not have enough inform ation at this time to 
discuss.

Speaking as this article does to m ilk  drinkers - 
there is indeed a lot o f evidence that S A F E  raw m ilk  is 
a magnificent addition to our diet, combining as it 
does all the things that the establishment says 
pasteurized m ilk should do (but may not).

We believe that S A F E  raw m ilk is one of the best 
nutritional buys whether we pay 80 cents a gallon 
picked up on a farm or $1.25 a gallon at a T R U S T E D  
store. If this is true, no money is saved by using 
powdered or other processed m ilk; in fact, qu ite the 
opposite may be true. It seems to  us that those 
people can consider themselves very lucky who can 
get G O O D  raw m ilk  from  a cow  or goat, one 
preferably not drinking fluoridated water.

U N A N S W E R E D  Q U ESTIO N S

We found a dearth o f  up-to-date inform ation in 
pertinent areas: pesticides and fa llou t residues in m ilk  
and feed; processing practices and attitudes towards 
raw m ilk  in in advanced foreign countries; current 
processing practices in the states; research centers 
wehre work is being done, etc. These are some 
questions about which we need more information:

I. What is the effect o f heat on protein, specifica lly 
the high heat pasteurization process?
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2. To repeat, the Canadian FD A  authority, quoting 
the Georgia Straight article, stated that all enzymes are 
k illed  by the stomach acids thus largely invalidating 
the fresh food or raw m ilk  thesis. What does happen?

3. Inform ation on the chelating factor as a means 
o f  dealing w ith metallic poisons. Effect o f 
pasteurization?

4. Inform ation on m ilk  as an anti-ulcer therapy. 
Effects o f pasteurization?

Please w rite to the authors c/o Cap ito l H ill Co-op, 
12 th and Denny, Seattle, Washington.

Thanks to Jeff, Monica, Ms. Dodge, Em, Jean and 
thefriendlylibrarians.

Note: We got so carried away w ith our academic 
bu llshit science approach that we cou ldn 't f it  in our 
anecdotes. Our emphasis on G OOD , S A FE , 
T R U S T E D , C E R T IF IE D , ETC. is to head.off letters 
about the uncle back east who got undulant fever 
'cause he w ou ldn 't let the government man on his 
place.

P.S. - We hope that some people w ill explore for 
the Passage the various anti-m ilk theories. (This P.S. is 
fo r people who d idn 't read the tit le  and got mad at us 
fo r just touting m ilk.)

Lam pert's  b reakdow n o f losses due to  pasteu riza tion :

Th iam in  - 25%  lost d u r in g  pasteu riza tion .
B s ix  - " c o n s id e ra b ly  reduced”  o r 

in ac t iva te d .R ib o fla v in  - n o t a ffected  b y  heat, 
b u t very  lig h t sensitive. Exposu re  to  ligh t 
m ay destroy  80% o r m ore.

B tw e lve  - n o t affected

N ica c in  - n o t a ffected
pan to then ic  ac id  - Lam pert d oesn ’t com m en t on th is , bu t 

Davis says P ac id  is very unstab le  to  heat.
fo l ic  ac id  - destroyed  b y  lig h t and heat
B io tin  - n o t a ffected .
V . A  -not d ire c t ly  a ffe c ted  b y  pasteu riza tion , b u t m ay 

undergo some change o r loss due to  hom ogen iza tion . It is 
a ffe c ted  b y  con ta c t w ith  a ir and hom ogen iza tion  fo rces m ilk  
th rough a no zz le  at high pressure.

V it .  C  - lig h t and  heat sensitive; a ll o r large ly  lost du ring  
pasteu riza tion .

V it .  E  - Lam pert doe sn 't d iscuss th is, b u t Davis says tha t 
E is sensitive to  heat and  exposu re  to  air.

lipase - im p o rtan t fo r  u t iliz a t io n  o f m ilk  fat; does no t 
survive pasteu riza tion .

phosphotase - im p o rtan t fo r  ab so rp tion  o f ca lc ium  and 
phosphorus; does n o t surv ive i Pasteu riza tion .

la c t ic  ac id  fo rm in g  bacteria  - Borgstrom  says these 
organism s enter the m ilk  d u r in g  hand ling  a fte r it  is drawn 
fro m  the  cow ; im po rtan t in creating  ac id  env ironm ent in 
in testines favorab le  to  ab so rp t ion  o f ca lc ium  and o the r acid  
so lub le  m inerals; largely destroyed  du ring  pasteu riza tion .

A il m ajor d isease-producing  organisms are destroyed  by 
pasteu riza tion : T .B . undu lan t fever, sep tic  sore th roa t, 
R icke tts ia  p roducers, and scarle t fever are n o t considered a 
p rob lem  in  pasteu rized  m ilk . Sa lm one lla , how ever, is a 
p rob lem  in im p rop e r ly  hand led  m ilk , pasteurized  espec ia lly , 
because the m ilk  n o  lonqer has the ac id  fo rm ers to  p ro tec t it,' 
(during the firs t 1 2 -2 4  hours a fte r m ilk in g  th is germ icida l 
charge is m ost e ffe c tive ). The p o in t is, how ever, tha t hea lthy 
cow s p rope rly  hand led  under san ita ry  co n d it io n s  d o  no t 
transm it these diseases.

Sources o f in fo rm a tion :

Ade l I e Davis, Le t 's  G e t W ell: Le t's  Eat R igh t to  Keep F it; 
Le t's  C o o k  It R igh t.

Catha ryn  E lw o od : Feel L ik e  a M illio n  
Rodale: The Com p le te  B o o k  o f F oo d  and N u tr it io n  
Franc is Lappe: D ie t fo r  a Sm all P lanet 
Jam es R o rty  and  N . P h ilip  Norm an: B io-O rgan ics: Y o u r  

Foo d  and Y o u r  Health
C a r lton  F redericks  and H erbert B a ily : F oo d  Facts and 

Fallac ies
J.C . Ayres and others, ed.. Chem ica l and B io log ica l 

Hazards in Food
W illiam  Longgood: Poisons in Y o u r  Food
Jam es Turner: The  Chem ica l Feast
Leslie  V in e : E co log ica l Eating
Lam pert: M odern D a iry  P ractices
Georg  Borgstrom : The M ic ro b io lo g y  o f Foods, V o l.  2
Seattle  and K in g  C o u n ty  Health  Departm ents
Seattle O ff ic e  o f  the F D A
K in g  C o un ty  E x ten s io n  Service
Seattle  P ub lic  L ib ra ry
" I f  I d o n 't  see yo u  in the  fu tu re , I'll see yo u  in the 

Pasteur."
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Marcuse cont. • • •

N ow  I subm it tha t these co nd it ion s  are 
no t s im p ly  surface phenom ena; rather they 
are roo ted  in the very deve lopm ent o f 
m o n o p o ly  s ta te  c a p i t a l i s m ,  o n  a 
neo-im peria list- base, and on a global scale. 
The question  is, do  they ind ica te  the a b ility  
o f  the system  to solve its in terna l 
con tra d ic t io n s , o r are they  o n ly  tem pora ry , 
and if o n ly  tem po ra ry , fo r  how  long? Le t us 
have a lo o k  at w hat I th in k  can co rre c tly  be 
ca lled  o n ly  a "tem po ra ry  s ta b iliz a t io n ."  
Althou^i temporary. I believe tha t the 
s ta b iliz in g  aspects w h ich  we see today  are 
m ore than surface, tha t they are roo ted  in 
the very structu re o f advanced cap ita lism . 
A nd  that p recise ly  fo r  th is reason, the 
s ta b iliz in g  forces are at one and the same 
tim e  forces o f d is in teg ra tion .

I can o n ly  try  to  give you  the bare 
s k e le t o n  o f  t h is  in d e e d  d ia le c tica l 
re la t io n sh ip  between the pos itive  and 
negative forces in present-day cap ita lism . The 
s ta b iliza tion  w h ich  is now , I be lieve, 
approach ing  its in terna l l im it , th roughou t 
com bines these pos itive  and negative features 
as inseparab ly connected . O n ly  one exam ple: 
the com pe tit io n  fo r  cons tan tly  raising the 
p ro f itab le  p rod u c tiv ity  o f labor constan tly  
augments the wealth o f com m od it ie s  and 
services, o f com fo rts  and luxu ries, w h ile  at 
the same tim e perpetua ting  pove rty  and 
m isery at home and abroad. A nd  the high 
standard o f liv ing  w h ich  a m a jo rity  o f  the 
peop le in the m etropo l s t ill en joy means that 
the peop le must m ake them selves, m ust 
con tinue  to  make them selves, instrum ents o f 
a lienated  labor and perform ances fo r  the ir 
en tire  life  in order to  be ab le to  purchase th is 
cons tan tly  augm ented mass o f com m od it ie s  
and services. Moreover, the rising costs in 
ra ising p rodu c tiv ity  (in the M arx ian  fo rm u la , 
the higher organic com pos it io n  o f cap ita l) 
leads to  a fan tastic  concen tra tion  o f 
econom ic  pow er, to  a sa tu ra tion  o f  the 
m arket and to  expansion  abroad, expansion 
in t o  th e  m o re  backw ard  cap ita lis t ic  
coun tries, and expansion  in to  the T h ird  
W orld . A t  the same tim e  a vast m ilita ry  
estab lishm ent secures th is  cap ita lis t liv ing  
space and provides the biggest sing le 
se lf-perpetuating  c u s t o m e r  fo r  the
destructive products o f m onopo ly  cap ita lism ; 
prov ides the greatest s tim u lus, and a 
destructive stim u lus fo r  the econom y. To  
tha t we have to  add the creation , afte r the 
Second W orld  War, o f  a com m on ove rrid ing  
interest to  fo rm  a un ited  fro n t against 
com m un ism  to  meet the th reat o f the 
narrow ing w o rld  m arket. Th is fo rce  o f 
s ta b iliza tion  to o  is now  com ing  to  an end.

To  sum  up th is part: In M arx ian terms 
what we have is again the "curse o f ch ron ic  
o ve r-p rodu ct ion ,"  a lthough the Am erican  
industry  operates o n ly  w ith  abou t 75% 
capac ity ; the curse o f ove r-p roduction  in the 
fo rm  o f add itiona l blessings fo r  the priv ileged 
popu la tio n  in the m etropo l and increased 
m isery fo r  the v ictim s o f the system  at home 
and abroad. It is again the classical 
co n tra d ic t io n  in cap ita lism  upon w h ich  
M arx ian theory focuses: the irre conc ilab le  
co n tra d ic t io n  between the g row ing socia l 
w ealth  on the one hand and its increasing ly 
destructive use. It is the un ion  between 
techn ica l progress and hum an d ep r iva tio n—it 
is the un ion between reason and ab su rd ity—it 
is a un ion  between reason and unreason. It 
a lw ays amuses me what great q u a n t ity  o f 
scho la rly  e ffo rt is spen t in  d e fin ing  and 
exp la in ing  the theatre o f  the  absurd, the 
lite ra tu re  o f the absurd, and so on, where 
there is o n ly  one real and huge exam p le  o f 
absu rd ity  in the w o rld  tod ay , and tha t is the 
very soc ie ty  in w h ich  we live.

N ow  if there is indeed a serious th rea t to  
the established order, we can expec t an 
answer— a reaction on the part o f  the 
estab lishm ent. The answer is given in the 
e ffo rt to  stream line the m anagem ent and 
'n teg ration  o f the ex is ting  so c ie ty  under 
com prehensive con tro ls , the emergence o f 
w hat can indeed be ca lled dem ocra tic  
to ta lita r ian ism . I w ou ld  lik e  to  em phasize 
th a t th is to ta liza t io n  o f con tro ls , w hat I call 
the One D im ensional S o c ie ty , starts in the 
process o f p rodu ction  itse lf and from  there 
spreads over the en tire  material and 
in te l le c tu a l cu ltu re . I th in k  we can 
d istingu ish  three series o f to ta liza t io n .

CAPITALISM  A F T E R  M A R X :
C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A M E R IC A

F irst, it  is cha racte ris t ic  o f m onopo ly  
state cap ita lism  tha t it  accom p lishes the 
sub jection  o f all pa rticu la r cap ita lis t ic  
e n t e r p r is e s ,  a l l  in d iv id u a l  cap ita lis t 
enterprises, subjects them  to  the in terest o f 
c a p i t a l  as a w h o le  (in M arx , das 
Gesam ptcap ita l) and the interest o f cap ita l as 
a w ho le  is now  presented and assured by  the 
state, bv the governm ent, by the m ilita ry  
estab lishm ent. A n d  at the same tim e , in 
response to  the emergence o f cap ita l as a 
w ho le , the emergence o f w hat M arx ca lled  
the Gesam tarbeiter, the  "co lle c t iv e  labo re r,"  
w h ich  means the rup ture  between the 
trad it iona l re la tion  between ind iv idua l inpu t 
and incom e. I w ou ld  lik e  to  illu stra te  and at 
the same tim e  c la r ify  w hat is m eant by 
reading you  a q uo ta tion  fro m  M arx . Th is w ill 
show  in what an am azing  way he an tic ipa ted  
tendencies, that became rea lly  e ffe ctive  o n ly  
a lm ost 100 years later.

photo by nils von veh
"N o longer the individual laborer, but 

rather the socially combined labor power 
becomes the actual agent of the collective 
work process. One individual works with his 
hands, another with his head; one as 
manager, engineer, technologist, and so on, 
the other is overlooker (Marx's term for 
supervisor); a third as direct manual laborer 
or mere helper. Thus, more and more 
functions of labor power are being subsumed 
under the immediate concept of productive 
labor and the workers under the concept of 
productive workers. They are directly 
exploited by capital, and it is a matter of 
indifference whether the function of the 
individual worker, who is only a member of 
this collective laborer, is more remote or 
closer to immediate manual labor. The 
activity of this combined labor power is its 
im m ediate productive consumption by 
capital, self-realization of capital, ¡mmediatr1 
creation of surplus value. (Chapter 6, vo l. I 
of Capital).

I read you  th is  rather d if f ic u lt  q uo ta tion  
because it show s w ith  unm istakab le  c la r ity  
th a t M arx was fu lly  consc ious th a t w ith  the 
advance o f cap ita lism  the com pos it io n  o f the 
w o rk in g  calss is go ing to  undergo decisive 
changes and th a t no t o n ly  b lue co lla r 
w o rkers  b u t w h ite  co lla r w o rkers, m idd le  
class representatives, are to  be coun ted  as 
im m ed ia te  creators o f su rp lu sva lu e . There is 
indeed, and we don't have t<£Marx for that, 
a b u n d a n t ev idence of the changing 
composition of the working class. A nd  that is 
the second series o f to ta liza t io n  w h ich  I w ant 
to  en te r in to  here, nam ely  what we have 
under monopoly capitalism is an extension 
of the base of exploitation, extension far 
beyond blue collar labor to what Marx called 
unproductive workers and the strata of the 
middle class. Le t me give yo u  o n ly  very few  
figures:

It is estim ated , and it  is supposed 
to  be a conservative estim ate, tha t in 
1980, 7 o u t o f ten w orkers w ill be
in services and n o t in m ateria l
p rod u c tio n , w h ich  condenses in  one
fo rm  the num erica l d e c lin e  o f the
b lue co lla r p ro le ta r ia t in p ro p o rt io n  to  
w h ite  co lla r. A n o the r in d ica t io n  o f the 
changes in the com pos it io n  o f the
w o rk in g  class is: in 1968 o n ly  34 .7 %
were em p loyed  in the p rodu c tio n  o f 
goods, w h ile  65.3%  were em p loyed  in 
governm ent and services. These figures 
are taken fro m  a source w h ich  cannot 
poss ib ly  be suspect - from  the
E co n o m ic  Repo rt o f the P resident of

N ow , I spoke o f the ex tended  base 
o f e x p lo ita t io n , m eaning the  trend , 
w e ll-know n in advanced cap ita lism , tha t 
fo rm e rly  independent strata o f m idd le  
class small and m edium  business now  
are com ing  more d ire c t ly  under the
co n tro l o f cap ita l. A n d  n o w  the 
th ird  and last series o f to ta liz a t io n ;  
nam ely w hat I have a lready m entioned  
— the concen tra tion  o f  socia l and 
po lit ica l co n tro l. I th in k  yo u  know  
enough abou t th a t, perhaps even 
th rough personal experience, and it
m ay su ffice  that I just enum erate the 
main m an ifesta tions o f it. W itness the 
obv ious erosion o f bourgeo is
dem ocracy , the  ab d ica tio n , the 
se lf-em ascu lation o f Congress in to  a 
parliam en t w h ich  even the m ost fascist
leader cou ld  envy fo r  its w illingness 
to  grant whatever is asked fo r  in the
name o f nationa l se cu r ity . Y o u  have 
the increasing pow er o f the executive; 
you  have the in t ro d u c t io n  o f regressive 
trade po lic ies, the rise o f th e  po lice
state, the o ffens ive  against education  
(of w h ich  I w ill say a few  words
later on ) and an aspect w h ich  I
w ou ld  lik e  to  stress here, nam ely the 
highly important use of language as 
an instrument of coordination and 
integration, as an instrument of 
insuring servility and obedience. What 
I mean is that the Orwellian language, 
to a degree not foreseen by Orwell
himself, has become the language of 
official communication. I w ant to  give 
you  o n ly  tw o  w e ll-know n exam ples 
because there s t ill are some people
w ho  apparen tly  d id n 't  no t ice  tha t th is 
is an exercise in  O rw e llian  language. 
The bom b ing  o f N orth  V ie t  Nam  was 
supposed to  be in re ta lia tion  o f an 
invasion by N orth  V ie t  Nam . I have 
fo r  a long tim e asked m yse lf h o w  it  
co u ld  poss ib ly  be possib le  tha t one 
invades one's . own co u n try  from  
w ith in . I d id  n o t f in d  a so lu tio n . 
N orth  V ie t Nam  and Sou th  V ie t
Nam , as shou ld  be know n by  now , 
are no t tw o  separate coun tries, bu t 
tw o  d iffe ren t zones o f co n tro l and
adm in is tra tio n , estab lished a r t if ic ia l ly  in 
the Geneva Conven tion  as tem pora ry  
dem arca tion . A n d  the war in  V ie t  
Nam  is a c iv il war, organ ized  and
perpetuated  by  the U n ited  States 
governm ent.

S e con d ly , as reasonreason fo r the
th a t we have to
the lives o f our

Indoch ina. Again , 1
tr ie d  whatever log ic  there m ay ex ist, 
d ia le c tica l and no t d ia le c tica l log ic , 
and  I co u ld n 't  m ake any sense ou t 
o f it  because it  seemed to  m e, and 
it  s t ill seems to  me, tha t the o n ly
way rea lly  to  save the ir lives and to  
p ro tec t the ir lives is to  get them  out 
o f there as q u ic k ly  as possib le  — ou t 
o f there dow n to  the last p ilo t , the 
last te chn ic ian , and the last advisor.. 
Unless that is go ing to  be the case 
the war w ill no t be te rm ina ted . N ow  
let me recap itu la te  the s itu a tio n  as I 
have tr ied  to  c ircum scrib e  it. W hat is 
the d is tin c t iv e  feature o f m onopo ly  
state cap ita lism  at th is  ju n c tu re ?  It is, 
w ith  the extens ion  o f the base o f 
e xp lo ita t io n , a sharpening and w iden ing  
o f the u lt im ate  co n tra d ic t io n . Th is 
u lt im a te  co n tra d ic t io n  at the present 
stage is no t o n ly  cap ita l versus wage 
labor, bu t also cap ita l versus the 
en tire dependent popu la tio n . Th is  is
the true  rea lity  beh ind  the veil o f
the so-called consum er so c ie ty , one o f 
the greatest m isnom ers, because if 
there was ever in h is to ry  a soc ie ty  
ru th less ly  organized in the in terest o f 
the p roducer -  th a t is to  say, o f 
those w ho  co n tro l p rod u c tio n , and not 
the consum er — it  is ce rta in ly  
the so-called consum er soc ie ty .

T R A N S F O R M A T IO N  O F  CONSCIOUSN ESS  

A N D  N E E D S :

T H E  NEW P R O L E T A R IA T  f  fc ■;
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Now , if there is any th ing  in these 
ind ica tio n s , i t  m ay w e ll be th a t the 
consum er so c ie ty  is the h ighest stage 
o f cap ita lis t deve lopm en t, w h ich  means, 
in th e  M arx ian  co n cep tion , th a t the 
consum er so c ie ty  m ay well tu rn  ou t 
to  be the grave-digger o f cap ita lism . 
H ow  is tha t even im ag inab le? A t  tfiis  
stage, cap ita lism  has ach ieved th e  
sa tis faction  o f basic needs ioC  the 
m a jo rity  o f the p opu la tio n  in the 
m e tropo l. A n d  because it  has ach ieved 
the sa tis faction  o f basic needs, it  is 
con s tan tly , whether it wants it  o r  no t, 
c reating  w hat we may call 
transcend ing  needs. T ranscend ing  needs 
in  the dual sense, that they are
supe rfluous fro m  the p o in t o f v iew  o f 
mere use value, mere ex istence — and 
transcenden t in the sense th a t they 
dem onstrate the obso lescence o f the 
cap ita lis t pe rfo rm ance p r in c ip le , the 
obsolescence o f the need to  spend 
ones life  in so c ia lly  necessary labor 
w h ich  in fa c t is so c ia lly  necessary fo r  
the m aintenance and grow th o f the 
status quo , b u t ce rta in ly  n o t necessary 
fo r  a hum an soc ie ty . N ow  M arx , 
again, cons idered  p rec ise ly  th is  stage as 
the last stage o f cap ita lism . A nd  I
w ill give you  a rare ly  pub lished 
quo ta tion :

"The great historic role of capital is the 
creation of surplus labor -  labor which is 
superfluous from the standpoint o f mere use 
value, mere subsistence. The historic role of 
capital is fulfilled as soon as, on the one 
hand, the level of needs has been developed 
to the deyee where surplus labor, over and 
above work for the necessities of life, has 
itself become a universal need, generated by 
the individual needs themselves, and when, 
on the other hand, the strict discipline of 
capital has schooled successive generations of 
labor in industriousness and this quality has 
become the general property of the new 
generation." LC-ir r̂v*»ft-vssg_ p .

You 'll see that the last sentence is
in co rre c t, b u t it  does no t in  any 
way inva lida te  the am azing  fo resight
o f th is  p red ic tion : nam ely , that w ith
the ascent o f th consum er soc ie ty  
(because th a t is exac tly  w hat M arx 
describes here) the h is to r ic  ro le  o f
cap ita l is fu lf ille d .

Now, if such decisive changes have 
taken place, no wonder that the 
impulses, the motives for radical
change, are also changing. They seem 
to be located beyond material 
privation, and they seem to be
summarized in the vital need for a 
qualitatively different way of life, 
where the human being is no longer 
an instrument of labor and 
role-playing, but the subject of 
self-determination, of creative work, the 
subject in new relationships between 
the sexes, between the generations, in a new 
relation between man and nature. And I 
believe that precisely these transcendent 
needs are becoming more and more effective 
impulses among the population.

By v irtue  o f these goals — the new  goals 
— a n d  the real p o ss ib ility  o f  the ir 
sa tis faction  th rough the end o f the cap ita lis t 
m ode o f p rodu c tio n , the 20th cen tu ry  
revo lu tion  w o u ld  be m ore rad ica l than any 
preced ing  h is to rica l revo lu tio n . A n d  it  w ou ld  
presuppose a rad ica l tra n s fo rm a tion , no t 
o n ly  o f in s t itu t io n s  an re la tionsh ips, bu t also 
o f needs, and a radical transfo rm ation  o f 
c o n s c io u s n e s s .  Consc iousness, a new  
co n sc io u sn e ss , no t iden tica l w ith  the 
tra d it io na l p ro le tarian  consciousness Which 
re fle cted  the 19th cen tu ry  s itu a tio n , nor a 
re fined  bourgeo is consciousness o f an e lite  — 
b u t a soc ia l, and no t a p rivate, d e f in ite  
negation , o f the cap ita lis t perform ance 
p r in c ip l e  itse lf, and its consu m pti on
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m ore...
standards; it  w ou ld  be the setting  up  o t new 
p r io r it ie s . I subm it tha t a w o rk in g  class 
w h ich  indeed has no longer the o ld  class 
consciousness, b u t a class consciousness 
extend ing  to  the new  s itu a tion  — tha t is to  
say a w o rk in g  class w ith  these q u lita t iv e ly  
d iffe ren t goals, w o u ld  indeed be the new 
w o rk in g  class, the new  revo lu tio na ry  class. 
Thus, the w o rk in g  class w ou ld  s t ill be the 
revo lu tio na ry  Sub ject today . But as a 
radically transformed class and as a class in 
which the proletariat, properly speaking, 
would only be one part. A  class extended in 
accordance with the extended base of 
exploitation into the middle classes, into the 
suppressed racial and nationalminorities, into 
the intelligentsia, and into the community of 
women. Th is means, and I recall the series o f 
t o t a l i z a t io n  I m entioned  befo re , the 
to ta liza t io n  o f the revo lu tio na ry  Sub ject 
itse lf, now  const itu ted  fro m  p ra c tica lly  aU 
strata o f the dependent popu la tio n .

I th in k  it  is obv ious tha t th is Sub ject, o f 
w h ich  you  rem em ber we have to  show  that it 
emerges w ith in  the ex isting  so c ie ty , tha t th is 
Sub ject, fo r  the tim e being, ex ists o n ly  in 
itse lf, as a po ten tia l Sub ject. Bu t I believe 
tha t it  f in d s  a lready tang ib le  expression in 
the cen trifuga l tenencies w h ich  underm ine , 
at th is stage o f cap ita lism , the requ ired  
perform ances o f peop le at w o rk  and at 
le isure. What we see is a dec line  o f the 
operationa l values w h ich  are ind ispens ib le  fo r 
the continued function ing o f the new  cap ita lis t 
system . Here again, a mere enum era tion  o f 
w hat is happen ing  before  our eyes shou ld  be 
su ffic ien t. I w ant to p o in t ou t tha t these 
changes are n o t m ere ly  id eo log ica l, tha t they 
are n o t m ere ly surface changes, tha t they 
re fle c t exa c tly  the chang ing stru ctu re  o f the 
cap ita lis t so c ie ty . I m en tion  o n ly  the 
fo llow ing : We see w hat we m ay call
"K eynes ian ism  w ith  a vengeance;" tha t is to  
say, the o ld  p r in c ip le  w h ich  M ax Weber 
c a l le d  " in n e r  w o r ld ly  asce tism ," the 
com m and to  save and save in order to  invest; 
th is p r in c ip le  is open ly  overth row n and 
consum ing  and spend ing in consum ption  
..becomes a life  e lem ent o f the consum er 
so c ie ty .

Furthe rm ore , in accordance w ith  the new  
im pulses, and the spreading rea liza tion  that 
you  d o n 't  have to  w o rk  the way the soc ie ty  
condem ns yo u  to  w o rk , we can see a de f in ite  
w eaken ing  o f the w o rk  d isc ip lin e , a 
w eaken ing o f re spon s ib ility , o f id en tifica tio n  
w ith  the job . We can see system atic  q ua lity  
de te rio ra tion , the p lanned obso lescence and 
absenteeism  in A m e rican indu stry  has reached 
a new  high, w h ile  acts o f ind iv idua l and 

. group sabotage, espec ia lly  in the au tom o tive  
indu stry , are becom ing  a lm ost norm al. In 
ad d it io n , we see at several p laces a 
ra d ica liz a ro n  o f w o rke r ' dem ands beyond  
the trad it iona l e co no m is tic  trade un ion 
dem ands — nam ely , dem ands fo r  a radical 
reorgan ization o f w o rk  itse lf, and no t fo r 
o n ly  the im provem ent o f  spec ific  w o rk ing  
con d it io n s  and higher wages. Now , obv ious ly  
th is may ind ica te  tha t the poten tia l may 
reach the stage o f rea liza tio n , b u t in o rder to  
become a poten tia l subverting  fo rce  o ther 
co nd it ion s  m ust p reva il. Aga in , a b r ie f 
enum eration:

F irs t o f all the deco m pos it io n , fu rther 
decom pos it ion , o f the consum er so c ie ty  a sa  
resu lt o f its inheren t econom ic  and p o lit ica l 
con trad ic t io n s . That such d is in teg ra tion  may 
be underw ay is ind ica ted  b y  the fa ct that 
in f la t io n  has becom e endem ic in the system , 
that unem p loym en t is th reaten ing  to  rise, 
that real wages are dec lin in g  — reversing a 
trend  that had preva iled  u n til the early  
1960 's — and— I m entioned  th is before , tha t 
fo r  the firs t tim e in te rcap ita lis t ic  co n flic ts  
emerge. Nationa l versus U n ited  States cap ita l 
and the aggravated co m pe tit io n  between the 
U n ited  States and Japan, on the one side,, and 
the European m arket on the other.

S econ d ly , the po ten tia l Sub ject can becom e 
a real Sub ject o n ly  in  the long  process 
o f p o lit ic a l education  -  p o lit ic a l education  
in th eo ry  and p ractice . Th is is today  m ore so 
than ever before  because the m o n o p o lis t ic  
m ach inery  o f in fo rm a t ion  and propaganda 
has, as you  know , ach ieved contro l even over 
th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  e ven  o v e r  th e  
unconsciousness o f a large stra tum  o f the 
p opu la tio n . The break of this hold is a 
precondition of radical change and at present 
the task of radical education falls quite 
logically on non-integrated minoritarian 
groups. — qu ite  lo g ica lly , i f  indeed the new  
con d it io n s  o f m o no po ly  cap ita lism  w h ich  I 
ou t lin e d  are operative and no t o n ly  surface 
phenom ena. I w ou ld  lik e  to  stress tha t these 
groups -  again I m en tion  them : the b lack  
and b row n m ilitan ts , students, yo u th , 
w om en, in te lligen ts ia  — they are no t by 
them selves revo lu tionary  groups and in no 
way a substitu te  fo r revo lu tio na ry  masses, 
b u t th ey  are cata lysts fo r  the process o f 
revo lu tio na ry  change, and, w hat is even more 
neglected, they are no t operating  in a 
vacuum ; they  have th e ir  own autonom ous 
base -  T H E IR  A U T O N O M O U S  B A S E  IN 
T H E  G H E T T O E S , the ir au tonom ous base in 
the schoo ls and un ivers ities, and the students 
today are b y  no means m ere ly  a m idd le-class 
p riv ileged  e lite . Le t us no t fo rget tha t the 
un ivers ities indeed are supposed to  tra in  
cadres fo r  so c ie ty , bu t p recise ly because they 
have th is fu n c t io n  they can a lso  be used fo r  
the cadres o f a F U T U R E  so c ie ty , as they 
have indeed a lw ays been used th isw ay . Even 
in the m ost reactionary  un ive rs ities — even in 
Prussian un ivers ities under the m onarchy  — 
have been centers o f rad ica l educa tion . I o n ly  
have to  p o in t to  M arx h im se lf, w ho is indeed 

a p ro u d u c to f a Prussian un ive rs ity  i f  ever there 
was one.

N ow , in order to  say a lit t le  m ore about 
p o lit ic a l educa tion : the main p o in t tha t 
shou ld  be made in  a ll these d iscussions — the 
fram ew ork  for th eo ry  and p ractice  today  — is 
the coun te r - revo lu tio n . I believe tha t th is is 
e x a c tly  what we have, w hat we see, in th is 
co u n try : the organization o f the coun ter - 
revo lu tion  at hom e andabroad ,a  preventive 
coun te r - revo lu tio n  because it w as. no t 
preceded by  any revo lu tio n . W hat does th t 
mean fo r  rad ica l theo ry  and practice?
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A N A L Y S IS  O F  T H E  M O V E M E N T

First of all, it means that the n ice  heroic 
period of the movement is over — the period 
of spectacular action, the period during 
which radicalism could still be fun. It 
woulcki't work any more; the situation is too 
serious. And the question is: what can be 
done in this situation? Let me first repeat: 
the widespread reaction to the intensified 
repression  is well-known defeatism, 
escapism, cynicism, and apathy among the 
movement. I think it is utterly unjustified 
and is an exhibition of self-masochism on an 
unprecedented scale. I t  is a resu lt o f the 
system atic  repression o f w hat the student 
m ovem ent has ach ieved in an am azing ly  
sho rt tim e . If, in 1962  o r 1963, perhaps less 
than 20% o f the Am erican  peop le were 
against 1he war in V ie t  Nam; tod ay , acco rd ing  
to  conservative po lls , over 85% are against 
the war in  V ie t  Nam , and I be lieve tha t is 
to  the greatest e x ten t the ach ievem ent o f the 
student m ovem ent. A s  is the observation o f 
the c iv il rights m ovem ent in the ea rly  1960 's, 
as is the successfu l e ffo rt to  tu rn ou t an 
adm in is tra tio n  in Ch icago, an e ffo rt that is 
perhaps no t the last one because here is 
another adm in is tra tio n  to  be tu rned  ou t and 
to  be tu rned  o u t as q u ic k ly  as possib le.

The second task o f the m ovem ent today is 
the search fo r  an e ffe ctive  o rgan iza tion . 
Spon tan e ity  isgood ; spon tane ity  is necessary; 
spon tane ity  a lone has never accom plished 
anyth ing . A n d  again I w ou ld  lik e  to  read to  
you  a quo te  from  ioneo f those w ho  are 
s u p p o s e d  to  be the protagon ists o f 
spon tane ity  as revo lu tionary  p ractice  Rosa 
Luxem burg . (It is, o f course, in d iscussion 
w ith  Len in .)

"Lenin seems to demonstrate that his 
conception of socialist organization is quite 
mechanistic. The discipline Lenin has in mind 
is being implanted in the working class, not 
only by the factory, but also by military and 
the existing state bureaucracy, by the entire 
mechanism of the centralized bourgeois 
state. This is not the form of discipline the 
working class needs. The self-discipline of 
thei social democracy is not merely the 
replacementof the authority of the bourgeois 
rulers with the authority of a socialist central 
co m m itte e  1'and now  the decisive 
sentence']. The workingclass will acquire the 
sense of the new discipline.the freely assumed 
self-discipline of social democracy, not as a 
result of the discipline imposed upon it by 
the capitalist state, but by extirpating to the 
last root its old habife of obedience and 
servility."

Y ou  see here that there is anothe r reason I 
read the quo te , h o w  aware Rosa Luxem burg  
was o f the necessity o f a rad ica lly  changed 
class consciousness am ong the w o rk in g  class 
itse lf. E x t irp a t in g  to  the last ro o t the ex isting  
trade un ion  consciousness and the in fe c tio n  o f 
the w o rk in g  class w ith  the values and 
interests o f thecap ita lis t system .

Now the search for organization, an 
organization as indicated here to be 
sef-imposed — an organization from below, 
indeed organized spontaneity. A  decentralized 
organization for the time being on local and

regional un its. A n d  here, I th in k , is the p o in t 
where the m ovem ent shou ld  have a close lo o k  
again a t the tra d it io n  o f the so-called counc il 
m ovem ent— w orkers co un c ils  and beyond  — 
tha t is to  say, general assem blies in the loca l 
b a s ic  u n it s ,  facto ries, shops, o ffices, 
residentil ne ighborhoods v illages, farms, 
whatever it  ay be. Loca l general assemblies 
w h ich  in tu rn e le ct delegates but not as 
representatives. The councils are not 
representative government, because the 
delegates, thus elected, are revokable at any 
time if desired by the direct assembly.

I canno t go in to  th is  p rob lem  in any m ore 
de ta il. What is envisaged is a gradual 
co o rd in a t io n  and in teg ra tion  o f such loca l 
assemblies, in an e lecto ra l process, w h ich , 
how ever, assures th roughou t, un til y o u  have 
reached the federal assem bly, the basic 
p r in c ip le  o f co n tro l from  be low  and d ire c t 
dem ocracy  — nam ely that the delegates from  
the low est to the h ighest m ust be revokable 
at any tim e . Th is o n ly  a b r ie f ind ica tio n .

A  U N IT E D  FR O N T

N ow , the fo rem ost task today , im p lied  in 
the preceding one, fo r  the new  as well as the 
o ld  Left, is in m y v iew  the b u ild in g  up of 
num erica l strength. Quantitative growth has 
to  precede the turn into qualitative 
difference. It was so then as w e ll as today. 
A nd  th is b u ild in g  up o f num erica l strength 
means above a ll a truce, a un ited  fro n t 
between the fa ction s and groups on the le ft.

And this, in turn, presupposes a suspension 
of the ideological differences and conflicts 
which, under the beginning counter - 
revolution, have become entirely unrealistic, 
deteriorating into mere rhetoric without any 
relation to the reality. I am  fu lly  aware o f 
the im portance  o f theo re tica l and ideo log ica l 
d iffe rences in revo lu tio na ry  theo ry  and 
p ractice , bu t such d iffe rences m ake sense and 
must be a llow ed  to  lead to sp lits  as they d id , 
o n ly  i f  they are rea lly  deve loped on the basis 
o f  a s itua tion  in w h ich  revo lu tio na ry  a c t iv ity  
is no t o n ly  p lausib le  b u t real -  that is to  say, 
in a s itu a tion  in w h ich  indeed revo lu tionary  
masses ex ist, have to  be organ ized , so tha t 
the strategy that is being discussed is not 
m ere ly fantasy and a rm cha ir debate, bu t 
som eth ing  that can be tested in rea lity . I 
believe, and I want to say it here as strongly 
as I possibly can, without the formation of a 
united front on the left, without an alliance, 
even with groups which are not as radical as 
one likes them to be. perhaps horribly to 
think even with some liberals — without such 
a united front on a temporary basis, there 
will be no progress. A n d  I w o u ld  lik e  to 
rem ind  the se lf-sty led  super-rad ica ls that it 
was Len in  h im se lf w ho  once said tha t there 
are s itu a tion s in w h ich  the true Bo lshev ik  
a llies h im se lf even w ith  the dev il. N ow  I 
w o u ld n 't go that fa r, b u t y o u  see w hat is at 
stake.

O n ly  such a un ited  fron t, such a 
tem pora ry  a lliance , can bring  about, and 
b ring  abou t as q u ic k ly  as possib le , the 
p rim ary  im m ed iate goal today — the 
o v e r r id in g  g o a l t o d a y :  nam ely the
te rm ina tion  o f the war in V ie t Nam . It is the 
ove rrid ing  goal because, at least am ong the 
le ft, the consciousness shou ld  now  he there 
th a t the termination of the war in Viet Nam 
may well be the first stage of the beginning 
of the end of the capitalist system itself. You  
canno t have th is end d ire c t ly . Y ou  are m uch 
too  weak to  ach ieve the destruction  o f 
cap ita lism  by  yourselves. Th is w ill com e in 
stages, in m any stages, and today  the end o f 
the war in V ie t Nam  seems to  me indeed the 
firs t stage. M oreover, the un ited  fron t, and 
o n ly  the un ited  fro n t, can be p rodu ctive  in 
the ways still ava ilab le to  the o ppo s it ion , 
such as dem onstra tors, p icke t lines, boyco tts , 
whatever they m ay be. I know  very w e li 
w hat the answer here is. It w ill be an endless 
repe tition , and the endless repe tition  w ill 
necessarily weaken our strength. I subm it 
that in p o lit ic s  the exact oppos ite  is the case. 
Som etim es we can learn from  ou r enem ies. 
R epe tition  — constan t repe tit io n  is no t a 
w eaken ing  b u t a strengthen ing  because again 
and again it dem onstrates in a tang ib le and 
v is ib le  way tha t there is indeed oppo s ition  — 
dem onstrates it  in a v is ib le  and tangib le way 
to  those w ho have n o t y e t no ticed  it. And  
here indeed  the b u ild in g  up o f strength 
shows you  the im portance  o f  dem onstra tion .
A  dem onstra tion  o f a few  hundred, although 
necessary,; I w ant to repeat that — a 
dem onstra tion  o f a few  hundred m ay not 
ach ieve m uch. A  d em onstra tion  o f 5 ,000 , a 
dem onstra tion  o f 50 ,000  m ay no t achieve 
m uch. Bu t a d em onstra tion  o f one m illio n  
m ay a lready be the beg inn ing  o f the 
revo lu tio n . You cannot predict the point 
w here dem onstration will turn into 
s o m e t h in g  that is m ore than a 
demonstration.

A N T I-IN T E L LE C T U A L IS M  A N D  TH E  
C O U N T E R  R E V O L U T IO N

I have a lready stressed the basic ro le  o f 
education  in a coun te r - revo lu tio n  s itua tion .
I w ant p rec ise ly  here in a un ive rs ity  to  stress 
it  again — to  stress it  again because one of 
the diseases, chronic diseases, from which the 
movement suffers is the anti-intellectualism 
which is widespread in its ranks. I w o u ld  lik e  
to  rem ind yo u  that in a so c ie ty  ¡35 com p lex  
as ours, know ledge, th eo ry , is m ore 
ind ispensab le than ever befo re , and w ith o u t 
such know ledge — w ith o u t th eo ry  as a guide 
fo r  revo lu tio na ry  p rax is  there w ill be no  
ch a n g e . E duca tion  is o f the highest ¡e. 
importance in a society which does whatever 
it  can to reduce education to voca tiona l and

professiona l tra in ing . C e rta in ly  a repressive 
so c ie ty , and ce rta in ly  the ex is ting  one, needs 
m ore than ever before such voca tiona l 
tra in in g  fo r the jobs it has to  give out. Such  a 
so c ie ty  is and must be h igh ly  sensitive to  any 
o ther edu ca tio n , any edu ca tion  that goes 
b e y o n d  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  
A n t i- in te lle c tu a lism  is there fo re  one o f the 
strongest weapons in  the hands o f the 
estab lishm ent. A n d  if you  parro t th is lin e  it 
w ill be to  y o u r  ow n de tr im en t. Y ou  can take 
the w o rd  o f those w ho w ou ld  know ; no 
m atter h o w  an ti- in te lle c tua l y o u  w ant to  be, 
you  w ill never be ab le to  com pete  w ith  
Agnew , com pete w ith  N ix o n , to  com pete 
w ith  a ll those (especia lly in the state where I 
am  liv ing) w ho  com p la in  tha t fa r to o  m any 
students today  go in to  the hum an ities  and 
socia l sciences where no  good can poss ib ly  
com e o f it, and  tha t shou ld  be stopped. A nd  
I th in k  that b y  now  you  have no ticed  that 
budget cuts are by  no means a fin anc ia l o r 
o n ly  a fin anc ia l d ec is ion , bu t above a ll a 
p o lit ic a l means against edu ca tion .

SOCIALISM  OR BAR BAR ISM

I conc lude : I have tr ied  to  o u t lin e  the 
signs o f d is in teg ra tion  w h ich  I th in k  we can 
observe in the system . But the fact that a 
form of society has become outdated and 
obsolete — that it is no longer capable of 
advancing human ptogress, that it must 
engage in ever more violent destruction — all 
this does not mean that it is about to 
collapse. This so c ie ty  s t ill has enorm ous 
resources on a g lobal scale and strong a llie s 
the w o rld  over. A nd  this so c ie ty  ce rta in ly  has 
the m ach inery  and w ill use the m ach ine ry  
against the still-w eak  fo rces o f lib e ra tio n . 
There is no inexorable law according to 
which the transition from capitalism to 
socialism is inevitable, is inexorable. This 
transition depends on the consciousness and 
the action of human beings who want to 
fight for it. And that introduces the element 
of chance, the element of freedom. M arx ian  
theory has a lw ays know n the a lte rnative : 
soc ia lism  o r a relapse in to  barbarism . In our 
s o c ie ty  barbarism  announces itse lf as 
neo-fascism ; fascism  at a h igher stage. It is 
true: the con d it io n s  that ex is ted  in Germ any 
do not prevail in the U n ited  States. Th is is 
no t necessary. H is to ry  m ay repeat itse lf bu t 
ce rta in ly  doesn 't repeat itse lf in e x a c tly  the 
same fo rm . A nd  a fa r m ore advanced 
cap ita lis t co u n try , such as the U n ited  States 
w ill ce rta in ly  f in d  o ther fo rm s o f  fascism , as 
it w ill f in d  o ther w ays o f in trod u c in g  
fascism , and I recall to you  W illiam  Sch ire r 's  
quo te  to  th is coun try  w ill be the firs t in 
h is to ry  to  in troduce  fascism  by the 
dem ocra tic  vote. The signs fo r such a 
deve lopm ent are there.

F i r s t ,  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  the 
approach ing  lim its  o f  im pe ria lis t expansion. 
Then, a feature cha rac te ris t ic  o f fascism , the 
ever-closer am algam ation o f b ig  cap ita l 
governm ent, and the m ilita ry  and po litica l' 
estab lishm ent. Fu rthe rm ore , the a va ilab ility  
o f a co m pu te r ized  co n tro l o f  the en tire  
p o p u la t io n  a n d  the a va ilab ility  and 
p ra c t ic a b ility  o f o ther fo rm s o f con tro l; as it 
m ay have com e to  y o u r know ledge, th is  
co u n try  seems lite ra lly  perm ea led  today by 
arm ies o f undercover agents and in fo rm ers. 
M oreover, we have the bu ild -up  o f the 
so-called coun te r - insurgency forces w h ich  
m ay com e in  handy , no t o n ly  in La tin  
Am erica  and in o ther parts o f the w o r ld , 
bu t perhaps even at hom e. We also  have the 
a lready fr igh ten in g  ex ten t o f the popu la r 
vote going to  such a cand idate as Wallace.

Perhaps m ost fr igh ten ing  is one o f the 
sources of fascism  — the vast re s e iv o ir ' o f  
fru stra t io n  e xp lo d ing  d a ily  in war crim es, 
gratu itous v io lence, c rue lty  — as shown in 
the trea tm en t o f ou r vast p rison p opu la tio n , 
in the ex is ting  " e q u a lity "  before  the law, in 
th e  inhum an scandal o f  our mental 
in s t itu t ion s , in the experim en ts w h ich  indeed 
a lready fo reshadow  th ings tha t happened in 
G erm any,experim en ts w ith  inm ates and 
patients, p a rtly  financed  by the Pentagon, 
and the in fam ous experim en t w ith  cancer 
patients — I th in k  it was in C leve land — w ith  
so-called to ta l rad ia tion ; tha t is to  say, the 
en tire body  was exposed to  such rad ia tion  
w ith  the e ffe c t that 25% o f those w ho  
underw ent the experim en t d ied.

N ow  we are no t yet having a fascist 
regime by any means; o therw ise  you  
w o u ld n 't be here — o therw ise  I ce rta in ly  
w o u ld n 't  be here. If we w o u ld  have one, it 
w o u ld  be too  late, because fascism  has never 
been defeated from  w ith in . But it  m ay well 
be getting too  late A n d  if  y o u r  generation 
doesn 't fig h t it, if  the  jun c tu re  is not f in a lly  
estab lished between b lack and b row n and 
w h ite , between the innum erab le  factions 
am ong the new  le ft, between the ghettoes 
and the campuses, if it  is n o t rea lized  that 
they are all v ic t im s o f th is so c ie ty , they are 
all in the same boa t, and that o n ly  together 
they can do  it — if  th is rea liza tio n  does no t 
com e soon, it m ay very well be to o  late. 

_Thank_yqu very m u ch .
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Intalco:
Bard Jurors Prejudice Judgment

by roxanne park
In recent weeks two actions related to the Barei vs. 

Intalco case (NWP, March 20-A pril 2) have occurred. 
The first was the filing o f an affadavit in the Superior 
Court two weeks ago by Bard's attorney. A juror in 
the case, Ms. Betty Reay, signed an affadavit 
testifying as to some of the jury's decison-making 
process and specific comments by the bailiff:

Betty Reay, being first du ly  sworn on oath,
deposes and says:

That she was one o f the jurors in the above matter, 
o ccupy in g  position no. 4. That during the 
de libera tion  of the jurors, Audrey Harrison, 
occupying position no. I, checked the income tax 
exh ib its o f the p la in tiffs w ith the cattle flow  chart, 
also an exhib it, and she declared the Barcis cheated 
the government, should be arrested and they should 
receive no award whatever. She also said that Intalco 
is the biggest income tax payer in the county and if 
we give the Barcis a lot o f money, the employees w ill 
lose ther jobs; that Whatcom County needs the 
economy o f Intalco. Audrey Harrison also stated that 
she lived in the area of a 40 per cent particulate 
dropout o f fluorine zone and she stated none o f her 
trees or plants are damaged at all; they look healthy. 
She said she thought the younger Barci bought his 
land just fo r speculation because he know  that 
Intalco was coming in, and that he wasn't a farmer, 
but was an ice cream cone seller. Audrey Harrison 
also to ld  the jury that this is more money than she 
ever earned in a lifetim e and that the Barcis should be 
required to earn their own.

H.J. Forsberg, juror no. 3, stated to the jury that 
he was a Japanese prisoner o f war, and the United 
States treaty w ith Japan determined that Japan was 
not liable for any restitution to Am erican prisoners. 
He said he had not been given any money fo r his 
suffering, so why should we give the Barcis any 
money fo r "p ie  in the sky."

the
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Mrs. McKay, juror no. 5, also spent much of the 
deliberating time on the income tax returns, agreeing 
wit Audrey Harrison and William Perry, juror no. 9, 
that something'was out of order. The term "fishy" 
was used. Mrs. McKay said that she drove by the 
Barci property nearly every day on her way to work 
in Ferndale and that the only time there is any 
pollution on the land is a few days in summer, when 
the air is still, and that they had no real pollution 
problem. She further stated that she lived at Neptune 
Beach and there is not much trouble there from 
pollution. Regarding trees, she said that 5 or 6 trees 
that the Barcis claimed were damaged by fluoride 
were actually blown down by the wind; that she saw 
them lying by the fence. She also stated that someone 
came into her store during the trial and told her in 
substance,"lf you give the Barcis so much as $500.00,
I will never speak to you again." She also stated that 
there are all kinds of cases lined up behind the Barcis 
and that they are out to get Intalco, and the farmers 
that have settled out of Court are very happy.

The jurymen by majority said that Dr. Hodge's 
testimony was not that he said that the fluorine 
probably caused the eye trouble, but on ly  said it 
possibly was caused by fluorine and therefore they 
should not find any damage.

The jury also said that Intalco d id not adm it 
anything intentional or w ilfu l in their acts; that these 
were on ly the words o f Shenker alone.

Roy McMurtrie, bailiff, to ld  the jury members that 
Shenker had called him and asked him a number o f 
questions, like where the jury was going and when 
they were going to lunch and that sort o f

inform ation; that he wasgoing to call the Judge about 
it and that nothing like Shenker's inquiries during 
trials had ever happend to him w ith anylawyers 
before as bailiff. A  few minutes after that statement 
to the jury, he to ld  the jury to stay in their rooms, 
lock their doors and not answer a call o f anyone. 
A ffian t and affiant understands at least one other 
'group propped a chair against the doorknob. The 
jury was to ld  by Mrs. M cMurtrie that the jury was 
being watched and that they should not talk at all to 
anyone other than the jury members.

The legal significance o f this affadavit is not 
yet certain. Portions o f it  are potential grounds 
for a mistrial, particularly the bailiff's actions. A 
jury's dec ¡son making process cannot be 
impeached unless it involves proven interference 
or information from outside the case. The 
comments by Mrs. McKay in the affadavit might 
be disputed in court because of the discrepancies 
in her testimony while being questioned for jury 
duty (She testified that she does not frequently 
go by the Intalco plant).

This document is especially valuable to 
analyze the kind of decisions which were 
included in the case. This kind of information 
could be grounds for requesting similar cases to 
be tried outside of this county. It would seem 
impossible to have a trial without the kind of 
connections Mrs. McKay had when Intalco has 
such an omnipotent presence and involves so 
many people..

Media Misunderstanding

page 22

The following editorial was carried by KGMI 
radio concerning an article / wrote on their 
coverage o f the trial ("The Conspiring Silence "  
NWP, A pril 3-16).

KGM I radio news has been accused of bias - 
favoring the Intalco A lum inum  Corporation in 
the reporting o f the recent Barci tria l - the 
accusation com ing in an article w ritten by 
Roxanne Park fo r local circulation.

Today's comment is fo r the purpose of 
refuting such a charge. Hopefu lly  in all news 
reporting, but particularly in the reporting o f 
legal actions such as the Barci vs. Intalco trial, 
KGMI has every intention to avoid bias or 
reports that might hinder the cause o f justice.

Let us exam ine the specifics o f Miss Park's 
accusation. She charges that KGM I apparently 
selects the news to maintain the cred ib ility  o f 
Intalco being a "good neighbor" and "good 
industry." Obvious indication of KG M I's  bias, 
according to Roxanne Park, was our report that 
a memorandum was filed by Intalco attorneys 
se e k in g  to  prevent Barci from getting 
informationregarding Intalco from  its employees. 
Miss Park writes that she learned this by tracing 
down a rumor a few days after the tria l - and she 
learned the memorandum was filed over a year 
ago. She says KGM I paid no attention towards 
the date o f the memorandum.

HERE IS THE TRUE STORY OF THE  
INCIDENT WHICH PROMPTED MISS PARK  
TO SINGLE OUT OUR NEWS REPORT AS 
BIASED. The Barci-lntalco trial ended on March 
12th. On March 1st, Intalco attorneys had filed a 
first supplemental trial memorandum claiming 
that testimony about FUTURE accumulation of 
fluorides was irrelevant to the trial. The plaintiff 
was claiming damages for past invasions. This 
document did not get into the Clerk's hands, 
and was not available to reporters through the 
normal system at thecourt house until the end
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of the courtroom activity. No one seems to 
know exactly where the papers were until they 
were erroneouslystamped with the clerk's date 
of Receipt March 12th. KGMI Newsman Ken 
Bertrand picked up the document on that date, 
and indeed took very special note of the date 
because that is what made him think it was a 
new development, and reportec|on its filing. The 
mistake in the date of filing was later discovered 
and paper is now in the file of the Barci trial 
with the correct date inked in. Because it was 
not broadcast until after the trial, our story, 
erroneous date and all, could have no effect on 
the outcome.'

We thank Miss Roxanne Park for her interest 
in local news, andhopeth is  response w ill be as 
worthy o f her attention as was the earlier 
activ ity about which she was misinformed.

It is obvious, that one mistake about the 
document was compounded twice. Clearly no 
blame can be given to KGMI for the erroneous 
date on the paper. However, / made no assertion 
that the coverage had an affect on the trial's 
outcome. / was trying to argue a more subtle 
bias which would cause a news media to 
emphasize one event over another:Picking up on 
that memorandum rather than the trial's 
substantive evidence concerning the damages of 
fluoride, seems to indicate an interest in one side 
of a story being aired.

/ apologize for further compounding the 
mistake about the document. / would also like 
to inform KGMI that the NOrthwest Passage is 
not connected with Western Washington State 
College, to whom you addressed the letter. We 
appreciate older people who are concerned 
about the truth. Let us however be more careful 
with our connections.

-r.p.



Auto Workers Strike:
" We’ll tear this place down 

brick by brick!!”
by sieve babson

Lordstow n, O. (LNS): “ Workers 
Increasingly Rebel Against Boredom .”  
“ G M  in  Troub le.”  “ The Spreading 
Lordstown Syndrome.”  “ The G M  
E ff ic ie n cy  Move that Backfired.”

These are just some o f the headlines 
that appeared in papers like The New 
York Times, and magazines like 
Business Week during the three week 
long General Motors strike at the 
Lordstown, Ohio Vega plant in March 
1972.

And if  nothing else, that strike 
made it crystal clear to corporation 
heavies and working people alike that 
there is a growing militancy among 
American workers. It’s no coincidence 
that the upsurge o f such a struggle in 
the last four years has occurred during 
a period of important change in the 
balance of power between the U.S., 
Japan and Europe. These inter-imperial 
rivalries -  together with long-term 
changes in the nature o f U.S. business 
expansion abroad — have an immediate 
impact on American workers.

The impact is most obvious in cases 
like Lordstown, where the Vega is 
produced specifically to counter 
German and Japanese competition in 
U.S. auto markets. Domestic demand 
for cars is levelling off and is horning in 
on a sizeable share of that stagnant 
market — VW’s, Datsuns and Toyotas. 
So GM had to build a snappy little 
compact as cheaply as possible to hang 
in there and save its profit margin.

Consequently, the Vega assembly 
line was engineered to produce 100 
cars in an hour (as opposed to the 
average 50-60) and signs have been put 
up inside the plant to remind workers 
o f the foreign threat, thereby justifying 
the speed-up and the impossible 
working conditions.

Can you imagine doing something 
for eight hours over and over FAST 
and not being able to stop -  like 
carrying 80 pounds and running for 
eight hours?” asked one Lordstown 
worker.

Speed-up isn’t by any means limited 
to Lordstown. The same deterioration 
o f  p l a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  
dehumanization o f work exists in 
plants across the country, but most 
visibly in steel, autos and electronics 
where management has responded to 
stiff foreign competition by speeding 
up work, increasing job loads and 
ignoring safety standards. As foreign 
co m p etit io n  continues to grow, 
struggles over these issues will 
u n d o u b t e d l y  b e c o m e  m o r e  
widespread. Strike notices have been 
posted  at GM’s St. Louis and 
Wilmington (Delaware) plants and 
workers at the Norwood (Ohio) plant 
are aleady out over the same grievances 
as at Lordstown.

As American corporations lose their 
market to more competitive imports, a 
second response o f management is to 
move production overseas to cut costs 
— again at the American workers’ 
expense. The immediate impact o f  
“runaway” plants is unemployment:

when RCA moved production from 
Memphis, Tennessee to Taiwan in 1970 
it laid o ff over 4,000 workers; General 
Electric has laid o ff 2,000 workers 
recently in a move from Syracuse, New 
York to Singapore; and General 
Instrument closed two plants in New 
England to move to Taiwan and 
Portugal -  laying off 3,000 - 4,000 
workers in the process.

All o f these cases are typical of 
d e v e l o p m e n t s  in the major 
m anufacturing in d u str ies. The 
AFL-CIO estimates that over 400,000  
jobs have been “exported” abroad in 
the last five years by U.S. 
multinational corporations, with no 
indication that the stream o f runaway 
plants will subside in the 1970’s.

The threat o f  foreign com petition 
is used, then, to ju s tify  speed-up and 
the export o f  jobs. In turn, the threat 
o f job  export is used by management 
to enforce wage cuts and intim idate 
workers. In Frig ida ire ’s Dayton, Oh io 
plant, the management blackmailed the 
local un ion in to  accepting a $20 a 
week wage reduction by threatening to 
move production to  Japan. A nd  at 
Youngstown Steel, workers recently 
accepted a cut in  their incentive plans 
rather than risk the chance that the 
company would make good on a threat 
to shut down the m ill.

new period has begun in U.S. and 
world history, inaugurated in part by 
Nixon’s New Economic Policy o f last 
August but with roots in economic 
developments of the last 15 years.

One o f the primary elements in this 
process of change has been the new 
pattern o f capital exports. For many 
years, U.S. corporations limited their 
major overseas operations to railroads, 
agriculture, mining and petroleum 
production. The dominant companies 
of this period were firms like Standard 
Oil and United Fruit — companies 
whose overseas activities raked in 
profits by ripping off natural resources 
but had little apparent effect on 
American workers.

But in the 1960’s, not only did the 
rate o f overseas investment rise (U.S. 
controlled overseas assets went from 
$31 billion in 1960 to $78 billion in 
1970) but an increasing proportion o f  
U.S. foreign investment took the form 
o f  manufactur i ng plants  and 
equi pment .  With manufacturing 
companies like General Motors, United 
Shoe Machinery and Westinghouse now 
taking the lion’s share o f overseas 
investment, blue collar workers have 
been forced to take an increasingly 
negat ive view of U.S. business 
expansion abroad since their jobs are 
directly affected.

Transitron Electronics Corporation 
of Boston was able to discourage union 
organizing for many years by claiming 
it would leave the country if the union 
got into their plants. When the union 
persisted, Transitron built a factory in 
Mexico to protect its sagging profit 
margin. With the Mexican plant in 
operation (paying $.50 an hour wages), 
the company has closed down its two 
factories in the Boston area — laving 
off 1,700 workers.

Speed-ups, layoffs, dehumanized 
work, stagnating wages -  all the 
elements contributing to the strikes 
and wildcats o f recnet years — are 
closely related to long term changes in 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade and the 
development of U 3. imperialism. A

The tremendous scope o f that 
expansion is evident when you take a 
look  at the relative share o f  w orld  
production contro lled by U.S. owned 
overseas factories and mines. By the 
late 1960’s, U.S. foreign subsidiaries 
produced $200 b illion  worth o f goods, 
larger than the national product o f all 
but the w o rld ’s two most industria lized 
countries -  the U.S. itse lf and Russia. 
F o r t y - f iv e  companies monopolize 
almost 60% o f the flood  o f direct 
overseas investment.

The reliance on foreign subsidiaries 
has become so pervasive among large 
companies that 80 o f the U.S.’s 200 
biggest corporations now have more 
than one quarter of their employees,
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sales, earnings, or assets overseas.
The motives behind the decision to 

move production abroad vary from 
case to case. When building plants in 
Europe, the American firm’s major 
desire is to get inside Europe’s tariff 
walls and tap its growing consumer 
markets. Such a strategy obviously 
precludes serving those markets by 
exporting goods from American plants, 
a solution that would be in the interest 
o f  American workers. (Though 
management claims such an approach 
is  i m p o s s i b l e ,  many foreign  
corporations have been able to 
compete in American markets without 
having plants here, many of them -  
such as Volkswagen -  using only 
marginally cheaper labor. American 
corporations could do the same if they 
were willing to accept a lower level of 
profit.)

In moving production to the Third 
World -  Latin America, Africa and 
Asia -  the abysmally low wages paid 
to the workers is the principal lure for 
American businessmen. The potential 
for increasing profits is obvious: while 
General Electric pays $3.50 an hour to 
a worker in one o f its Massachusetts 
plants, it can get away with paying 
only $.29 an hour for the same work in 
Singapore.

Corporations claim that the decision 
to move production inside foreign 
tariff walls or to take advantage o f low 
paid foreign labor is forced on them by 
the competition of European and 
Japanese corporations. This is true in 
part, but a significant proportion of 
this “foreign” competition, it turns 
out, isn’t so foreign.

Often, it’s not so easy to tell the 
difference between foreign and U.S. 
controlled enterprises -  particularly in 
the auto industry.

“They push that quite a bit at 
General Motors the All-American 
Vega, said one Lordstown worker. 
“They never speak about their West 
German shifters, though.”

The British Vauxhall, German Opel 
and Japanese Isuzu are all controlled 
by GM; the British Cortina and 
German Capri by Ford; and the British 
Hillman by Chrysler. These “foreign” 
cars share a large chunk o f the import 
market. The Opel came in a close third 
behind Volkswagen and Toyota in U S 
sales in 1970. And sales for all such 
U.S.  “ re-imports” increased 78% 
between August o f  1971 and August o f  
1972. The combined overseas assets of 
the big three automakers made up a 
major part o f their total assets: 40% in 
the case o f Ford, 31 % for Chrysler and 
20% for GM.

The same situation characterized 
the electronics industry, where the two 
biggest Japanese competitors, Toshiba 
and Mitsubishi ,  have extensive 
ownership and licensing ties with GE 
and Westinghouse respectively. In both 
cases, the largest single bloc of shares 
in the Japanese “competitors” is 
owned by their American counterparts.
GE and Westinghouse control, or have 
minority interests, in numerous other 

continued on page 23



Prospects For Revolution
In Advanced Industrial Countries

[Ed note: The following is a transcription 
I of a speech made by Herbert Marcuse at the 
| University o f Washington, April 27, 1972. In 
I spite of its length and occasional difficulty, 
we thought it important to run this article - it 

| speaks directly and clearly to us here and 
today. If parts of the speech get a little bit 
tough, perservere - it is well worth it.]

by herbert marcuse

An  academic lecture is business as usual, and there 
shouldn't be any business as usual until the genocidal 
war against the Vietnamese people has come to an 
end. To  help bring about th is end, the on ly  thing an 
academic lecture can hope to do is to make some 
more people conscious o f what is going on, to make 
some more people see the internal connection 
be tw een  inhum an ity , aggressiveness, injustice, 
frustration here, and what is going on in V ie t Nam 
there; to see the connection between racism and 
exp lo itation at home and abroad. Unless this 
connection is fina lly  severed, there w ill be no real 
change, neither in this country nor anywhere else. 
The war in V ie t Nam is indeed the key to the 
beginning o f the end of the capitalist system, and 
unless this is seen, we w on 't be able to make one step 
forward.

I would like to discuss w ith  you the prospects o f 
radical change, especially in th is country. And  I 
would like to po int out that already the top ic presents 
an unusual problem. What is at stake is the possib ility 
and pattern o f radical social change in an advanced 
industrial society, and this is a novelty in history. A  
successful revolution in an advanced capitalist 
country has never occurred. Together w ith  this 
historical uniqueness, the question necessarily arises 
whether the Marxian model o f the transition from 
one society to another through a revolution — 
whether this model is still valid and applicable in the 
advanced societies o f today. I would like to  give you 
the gist o f my answer right away.

I think Marxian theory still is the key, and the 
only key, to understanding and guiding radical social 
change today, if Marxian theory means more and 
other things than the regurgitation of concepts 
developed in the 19th century; if it means that we 
take it seriously, that we take it at its word as a 
dialectical theory and try to develop internally the 
basic Marxian concepts, so that they comprehend and 
project the structural changes in monopoly state 
capitalism.

THE MARXIAN MODEL

I would like tonight to try to circumscribe, at 
least, the problems involved here. Let me recall very 
briefly the Marxian model, the basic conception. 
Accord ing to it, a revolution is a result o f a class 
struggle which is in turn determined by the 
development o f the productive forces clashing with 
the established mode of production, the established 
relationships o f production. The two models o f such 
a revolutionary transition are from  feudal to 
bourgeois society, and from  bourgeois capitalist 
society to socialist society. The two antagonists are in 
most cases bourgeoisie and feudal nob ility , and 
proletariat versus bourgeoisie. Now the point I would 
like to stress, because it is o f the greatest importance 
fo r the evaluation o f our prospects, is that according 
to this conception an economic revolution precedes 
the political revolution; that is to say, precedes the 
seizure of power by the new class. For example: in 
the transition from  feudal to capitalist society, trade, 
commerce, manufacture became productive forces 
W ITHIN the framework o f feudal society and started 
to threaten the agrarian-based feudal relationships 
and productions which necessarily restricted and 
lim ited the new productive forces. The urban 
bourgeoisie, the representatives o f these new 
productive forces, had already captured the key 
positions in the feudal economy before the great 
revolutions took place,, the c iv il wars in England and 
the great French Revolution o f 1789 to 1794. This 
was the pattern o f the transition from  feudalism to 
capitalism. In the transition from  capitalism  to 
socialism, the same case in very varied form: the 
rising productiv ity o f labor — that is in  the last 
analysis technical progress — m ilitates against the 
restric tions imposed by the requirements of 
profitable production, o f profitab le use o f the 
productive forcqs. And the industrial workers, the

proletariat, become the base and the basic social class 
which actually carries through the reproduction ot 
th is society. In both cases you have the emergence of 
the new revolutionary forces w ith in  the o ld society.

Now, in the Marxian conception, the proletariat is 
the majority o f the population. The v ictim  o f the 
capitalist society, it possesses no property except its 
own labor power and therefore does not share the 
repressive and explo itative interest and values o f 
capitalist society. And by virtue o f th is negative 
quality, the proletariat, free from  these repressive 
needs and values, can organize the productive forces, 
not in the interest o f itself as a specific class, but in 
the interest o f society as a whole, in the interest o f 
humanity.

Th is po int is decisive. According to Marx, the 
revolutionary class also carries a revolution of needs 
and a revolutionary consciousness. This class is not 
integrated into the established society — its interests 
and values are not the prevailing interests and values. 
It is, as he formulates, a class in this society, but not 
OF this society. Th is is a new historical Subject, and 
on ly in this qua lity as a new historical Subject is it 
capable o f liberation. Th is subjective side of 
revolution, namely that it presupposes the emergence 
of a new consciousness, o f a new sensibility, o f new 
values and new needs, is usually m inim ized in 
Marxian theory itself. Very frequently freedom and 
equality, socialism in a genuine sense, are considered 
on ly a result o f the socialist revolution, a by-product 
o f the new social institutions. But, unless the new 
Subject expresses itself prior to the revolution, and in 
the revolutionary process itself, all we could expect 
from  the transition from  capitalism to socialism is 
again quantitative progress, perhaps a more rational, a 
more streamlined society -  but not a qualitatively 
d ifferent society.

In the Marxian conception the proletariat, having 
become conscious o f itself, and of the impossibility 
o f improving its condition, o f liberating itself w ith in 
the established system, th is proletariat seizes politica l 
power, abolishes the class insitutions and functions of 
the state,of a majority over a m inority. I repeat, the 
pro le ta ria t, at this state o f the development, has 
become the m ajority o f the population. This is in 
contrast to bourgeois democracy, in which actually a 
m inority  rules over the vast majority. D ictatorship? 
Yes, as long as the remnants o f the o ld ruling class are 
still active. But already at th is stage an indeed 
democratic dictatorship inasmuch as it is the ru l6 of 
the majority over the m inority.

Let me sum up the features o f the Marxian 
conception in the famous terms of the subjective and 
objective conditions o f revolution. The subjective 
cond ition is usually condensed in the form ula— the 
existence of po litica l class consciousness. The main 
objective factors, as just mentioned: the proletariat 
as the majority o f the population; a proletariat ready 
fo r an organization guiding its revolutionary practice; 
the existence o f an econom ic crisis o f the capitalist

system which is aggravating and makes the ruling class 
fina lly  incapable o f assuring the normal functioning 
o f society. These, according to  Marx, are the 
subjective and objective preconditions o f revolution. 
Is this model valid today and applicable to  the United 
States? Apparently it is not, and we w ill have to see 
how much of th is appearance is sim ply due to a 
prevailing unwillingness to th ink through the Marxian 
concepts which, as I hope to show, actually anticipate 
to a degree hardly realized, the present situation.

THE APPLICABILITY OF MARXISM TO D AY

It is usually said that what speaks most against the 
app licab ility  o f the Marxian concept to the present 
situation is his concept o f impoverishment. Obviously 
the impoverishment he describes in the first volume 
o f Capital does not prevail in the United States. 
Therefore, one has introduced the concept o f relative 
impoverishment, a dangerous concept unless again it 
is focused there where it makes sense. It is nonsense 
to  understand by relative impoverishment a situation 
in which a working class fam ily has a one-fam ily 
house and two automobiles, while the rich boss 
around the corner has four automobiles and a 
mansion. That may be unjust and unfair, but it is 
hardly an impulse fo r revolution. There is, however, 
another and very real and brutal sense o f 
im p o v e r is h m e n t ,  n a m e ly  th e  t e r r i f y in g  
dehumaniziation going on in the advanced industrial
society; , . ....................

a dehumanization which is nothing
merely spiritual and ideological and which finds its 
most brutal form in the organization o f the assembly 
line, and in the speed-up systems imposed on the 
workers on the assembly line. If that is not 
impoverishment, human impoverishment in its most 
brutal form, I don 't know what it is. So, if we can 
now at least put aside the notion o f impoverishment 
as m ilitating against applying Marxian theory to 
contemporary American society, is there stronger 
evidence why it is not applicable? I suggest that we 
can mention the follow ing:

First o f all, in the United States we see the 
continued stability o f the system and its ab ility  of 
handling, up to now, its econom ic d ifficu lties. 
Secondly, revolutionary masses are absent in this 
country, and consequently there is no revolutionary 
mass party. I would like to point out, although I 
cannot go into it here, that the situation is entirely 
different in France and in Italy, and perhaps today 
even in England, where many o f the objective 
conditions, and even the subjective conditions, still 
prevail. F ina lly , is Marxian theory applicable to a 
country in which the power o f a well-functioning 
adm in istration—which represents the greatest and 
most terrifying concentration o f m ilita ry  and police 
power e ve r- is assembled in a few hands?

continued on page 20
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Auto Workers Strike continued from page 9

foreign companies in addition to then- 
own wholly-owned plants in Europe, 
Africa, Latin America and Asia. By 
1971,  GE had 82 such plants, 
Westinghouse 40.

It is the increase in these alternative 
and cheaper production facilities 
o v e r s e a s  t h a t  a l l o w s  U . S .  
multinationals to speed up the pace of 
work at home, lay off workers and 
lower wages — if American workers 
resist, the company can cite the 
“foreign threat” and suggest that 
production may have to be moved 
overseas to cut costs.

“ See, they [G M ] are bu ild ing a new 
plant fo r Vega’s in Ontario,”  said Bob 
Thompson, a youngwhite Lordstown 
worker, during the recent strike. “ Buy 
American, you  know; everything is 
made in Am erica so they go to Ontario 
and bu ild  a plant there. I t ’s all bu llsh it. 
It makes me sick. A nd  so they ’re 
threatening, well, i f  Lordstown doesn’t 
work, then we’l l  shut it  down. That’s 
what I was told at a company 
orientation meeting. They said that 
when they got the line (in  Ontario) 
going at 50 cars or so, then they’d slow 
the line down at Lordstown and start 
laying people o ff.”

American unions are responding to

such threats in two ways. The first, and 
realistically the least likely to succeed, 
is the Burke - Harte bill now before 
Congress. Backed by labor -  and 
op p o s e d  by the Chamber of 
Commerce, National Association of 
Manufacturers and other business 
groups — the bill would increase taxes 
on U.S. overseas subsidiaries, repeal 
certain tariff loopholes which work to 
the advantage o f  multinational 
corporations, set restrictions on the 
export of production and technology, 
and establish quotas on a wide range o f  
imports.

Except for the tariff quotas (which 
would aggravate inflation by protecting 
U.S. industry from foreign price 
competition) the bill is generally a 
good one and would go a long way 
toward making overseas plants less 
profitable — thus discouraging further 
f o r e i g n  i n v e s t m e n t  by the 
multinationals.

The big problem is that the bill has 
the support o f  very few congressmen. 
They are not eager to bite the hands 
that  feed them by passing an 
anti-business law.

major proponents o f this strategy are 
unions in industries hard hit by the 
export of production: the United Steel 
Workers (USW), United Auto Workers 
(UAW), the International Union of 
Electrical Workers (IUE), the Oil, 
Chemical  and Atomic Workers 
(OCAW).

The USW helps mining unions in 
Surinam (a Dutch colony on the 
northeastern shore o f South America), 
the UAW backs locals in Ford’s Peru 
plants, while the IUE recently aided 
Bolivian workers in a bitter strike 
against GE’s Bolivian subsidiary.

The vision of American unions 
reaching out to workers throughout 
the world and together forcing U.S. 
corporations to deal with working 
people’s needs rather than scooping up 
more and bigger profits is a 
magnificent one with far reaching 
implications. But at this point at least, 
it is a pipe dream.

In addition, this approach coincides 
conveniently with long-standing CIA 
efforts to link up unions in Third 
World countries with their American 
counterparts (rather than let them 
develop ties with more militant and 
ideological labor organizations in 
socialist countries). To this end, the

CIA has regularly funneled money into 
the International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions, which is dominated 
by the AFUCIO.

The vast majority of U.S. unions are 
now pitifully unable to deal with the 
issues of wages and working conditions 
in this country, and the distinction 
b e t w e e n  u n i o n  leaders and 
management is not always as clear as it 
should be. (Take for instance the 
United Mineworkers Union under the 
guidance of Tony Boyle, which has the 
controlling percentage of stock in the 
National Bank of Washington which 
gives low-interest loans to congressmen 
and non-union coal operators.)

It is still left to be seen whether 
companies will get away with all their 
increased productivity tricks with 
Nixon’s New Economic Policy so 
heartily endorses. But if Lordstown is 
any indicator, they’ll be seeing some 
rough times ahead.

One striker spelled it out. “If they 
decide to close down this plant 
(Lordstown) and move to Canada,they 
won’t have much to leave, ‘cause we'll 
tear this place down brick by brick. ”

“Andfollow them up there too ,’’ 
another man added.

con tinued  from  page 5

Last week, this guy who just came back from V ie t 
Nam, white fellow, and he comes over and is try ing to 
do his job, hanging in there, and his father who is a 
supervisor came over and said, “ My son's not going 
to do this job. If you can't find anything better fo r 
him to do, then he can go someplace else and get a 
job ." He's a supervisor, he knows what's going on. It's 
all right for his son to get out o f there. But I've got to 
stand there and do that damn job, and I look at this 
cat and I say he can get away w ith th is and I can't. 
White workers, if they could understand the 
differences here, then I th ink they 'll be qu icker to 
realistically deal w ith this nrohlem.

L ike in skilled m aintenance- electricians and 
pipefitters — the whole apprenticeship program was 
changed after the rebellions, so that more B lack and 
Th ird World people could become skilled tradesmen. 
S t ill since '67 we've on ly  gotten five in there, and 
they in 20 and 30 whites every year. They still don 't 
have the Blacks in there. So the tension is going to be 
there.

G EO R G E : You've also got to keep in mind 
that we have a union out there. Well, they like to be 
called a union, although they don 't represent the 
workers. The union's position is that there's nothing 
they can do.

You see, they've been co-opted. They ’ve made all 
these different deals so that they aren't going to 
represent the workers any more. For instance, our 
union in particular is a company paid union, where 
the company pays the union office  salaries. So 
they're not going to bite the hand that feeds them.

D OES TH IS  GO  A L L  TH E  W A Y  DOWN TO TH E  I 
C O M M I T T E E M E N  [T H E  U N IO N  P E O P L E  
E LE C T E D  B Y  W O R K E R S  WHO A C T U A L L Y  W O RK  
IN T H E  SH O PS]?

M O N RO E: That was one of the things we found 
out in 1969 when we occupied the union hall. We 
went through all their files and had that stuff 
Xeroxed and we found out that the company was 
paying the committeemen. If something happens in 
the shops, you can 't find one of them around. 
They're outside in the bars, or at some major 
conference, spending the union dues -  $10  a month.

Wl LBU R : Blacks and Th ird World people make up 
over 60% o f the UAW  across the country. You've got 
plants in Detro it that have 90% Black workers, 
sometimes 98%.

I just can 't remember the amount o f money we 
put into the union m onthly -  maybe $10  m illion  in 
m onthly dues — that Black and Th ird  World workers 
put into the UAW . And you look and see — I th ink 
there's three Black members on the international 
board, and they're shaky. I don 't th ink there are any 
Latin or Haitian members. I th ink there's one woman 
on the board. When you th ink that we make up over 
50% o f the membership, and all that money that we

put in there and yet we have no representation, no 
voice, something's got to give. And it's headed in that 
d irection now.

G E O R G E : The brother may have mentioned 
earlier, about the weapons in the plant. The work is 
so bad now that you have foremen who are afraid to 
go into their areas, or walk in their areas, or turn their 
backs on their men. And  the men realize th is and use 
this to their advantage. We feel that it ’s on ly  a matter 
o f time before someone in that plant becomes 
seriously hurt.

photo by B ill

We ve been out and talked to state agencies and 
informed them that these kind o f conditions exist 
and their reaction is "there's nothing we can do; our 
hands our tied ." $o we're going to throw  the blame 
on them. When it comes down, it 'll be their fault, 
because they've been told. *

BR U CE: Ford pays so much to the state o f New 
Jersey in taxes alone that the whole state's not going 
to mess w ith Ford. Not until things get really bad

anyway. And that's why it's important to take a 
two-pronged approach to it. You organize the 
com m unity because then they see that it's not only 
the workers -  it's the workers' families, it's church 
groups, it's c iv ic groups, that are concerned about the 
cond itions in that plant. So they can't turn down all 
those people, and say again, that it's an isolated 
incident, simply because the plant is isolated 
[geographically].

The union allows the company t o  h a v e  the dual 
po licy  that they have: one po licy  for White workers, 
and one po licy fo r Black workers. So say a young 
white worker comes in there. And  he has a worker's 
consciousness, but he's also human. So he comes in 
there and he says hey, I don 't have to do this hard job,
I can slide on my skin. Well, sooner or later, it might 
be a year or two years, but if that's going to be his 
job fo r life, he's going to slide that way. I mean, who 
wants to work like a machine? So then they don 't 
identify  as workers, they identify as White workers, 
they identify as Black workers, but not just as 
workers.

The union allows this d iscrim ination. That's why, 
if necessary, we have to work ourselves into positions 
o f contro l in that union, so that we can force it to do 
what it's supposed to do.

And  on the speed-up thing — it's in the contract 
that the union has no say so over production 
standards that d irectly  affect the brothers that are 
working the jobs. They can elim inate other jobs, put 
the work on somebody else, and still it's w ith in  the 
contract. And that's a labor union.

They've been making promises, but nothing 
concrete has been changed. And Ford says well, we 
have to make a profit. But we all know  they have a 
margin o f profit. For in order fo r them to have that 
profit, they're taking something away from  me and 
everyone else, something that I'm entitled to, that 
I'm supposed to have, that I work for. But I don 't 
receive anything.

W ILBU R : Say the engine is made in some Latin 
American country, maybe certain other parts w ill be 
made in some southeast Asian country, and shipped 
over here. They're try ing that in some countries now. 
They're just putting it together here.

I th ink  that a lot o f your skilled labor is beginning 
to realize what this is all about. That's why they've 
begun to raise their voices in the past year. Because 
they see what is happening. We've been hollering for 
years and they're beqinninq to wake up because it's 
touching them. They're being laid off.

Ford is going to build a plant in V ie t Nam. Ford is 
build ing another plant in South A frica , and it's going 
to keep on doing this.

If it can be done cheaper there, if the parts and 
labor are easier to get there, then people over here are 
going to be out o f a job. And  when that happens . . . 
these are real issues that have to be dealt w ith. So 
w e 'll wake up one day and see th is plant closed down, 
that plant closed down, and people w on 't understand 
why.
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Welcome to the...

Hoffman vs. Hoffman
(UPI) -  Contem pt convictions imposed by U.S. 

D istr ic t Court Judge Ju lius J. Hoffman at the tria l o f 
the Chicago Seven were overturned last week/ by the 
7th U.S. Court o f Appeals.

The appeals court said any contempt tria l should 
be before another judge, and the U.S. attorney said 
the government would take the defendants to  trial.

The appeals court ruling was 3-0 that the 10 
contempt sentences imposed by Hoffm an at the 
conspiracy trial were void and that those who had 
received sentences o f longer than six months -  nine 
o f the 10 — should have jury tria ls before another 
judge.

Hoffman, 76, now a senior judge, refused to 
comment on the decision.

In pe tro it, Abb ie  Hoffman, one o f the seven, to ld  
newsmen he was "e la ted" w ith  the decision. "O f 
course we're elated but it's k ind o f unfortunate this 
last act o f justice has to come on the eve o f World 
War III," Hoffman said.

Gathering of the 
Tribes

Money for Medics
The President is bringing US soldiers home from 

Indochina. But the United States A irfo rce , the 
bombers, the helicopters, and the air support troops, 
remain to wage war as fiercely as ever. The N ixon  
Adm in istration is reducing casualties to  po lit ica lly  
"to le rab le" levels, while continu ing to pursue a 
m ilita ry  v ictory  in Indochina. But nothing has 
changed fo r the people o f Southeast Asia on whom 
the high explosive bombs, the napalm, and the anti
personnel weapons continue to  fall.

The Medical A id  Comm ittee fo r Indochina is 
co llecting funds to  purchase medical supplies fo r 
v ictim s o f American intervention in SE Asia. O ffic ia l 
US medical relief programs are not reaching the 
people who have suffered from  the continuing war. 
Instead, medicine and other supplies have been used 
fo r m ilita ry  purposes, including pacification and 
propaganda programs. Moreover, the few medical 
programs intended fo r civ ilians rarely benefit them 
be cau se  o f  a d m in is tra t iv e  bureaucracy and 
corruption.

Therefore, all help sent by the Medical A id  
Comm ittee w ill be directed to  those people who are 
outside the sphere o f o ffic ia l US medical aid. We w ill 
u tilize  all available channels to insure that medical 
supplies w ill be distributed to  those areas o f North 
Vietnam, southern Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia 
where the need is greatest.

Funds w ill be utilized fo r purchase of (I) medical 
supplies (anti-malarial drugs, antib iotics, vitamins, 
etc.), (2) medical equipment as requested by 
hospitals, and (3) medical textbooks and journals.

The people o f Indochina are not our enemies. 
Their c iv iliza tion  and culture, their freedom and 
independence are part o f the wealth o f th is earth. The 
immediate and total w ithdrawal o f all US (and US 
supported) forces and weapons from  SE Asia is 
essential to their survival. One way we can actively 
oppose  adm inistration policies o f death and 
destruction is to send medical supplies to the victim s 
o f this aggression
Please send contributions to:

Confronting the 
Council

Many of us are frustrated, continua lly  trying 
to find  new ways in which to  have our voices 
heard. On Monday, May 8, three o f us attended 
the Bellingham C ity  Council meeting to check 
on the possib lity o f it being an effective channel 
towards com m unity action on local issues. One 
issue considered through the public hearing was 
the ¡annexation o f the Lake Padden area. Over 
twenty citizens o f the Padden area were at the 
council meeting to protest the action which 
would place their area under c ity  jurisdiction. 
Their views were noted and the c ity  council 
voted not to annex the area.

Near the end o f the evening, while May Reg 
W illiams tried to gavel him into silence, Henry 
Schwan asked the council to pass a resolution 
denouncing N ixon 's escalation o f the war. He 
was informed that he was out o f order and 
should first w rite a letter to be placed on the 
May 22 agenda. With Mayor Reg W illiams head

On Ju ly  I, I972, near Aspen, Colorado, hopefully 
on 3000 acres o f land set up for the purpose - there is 
going to be a gathering fo r all people - worldw ide. & 
the invitation reads:

We, who are brothers and sisters, children of God, 
fam ilies o f life on earth, friends o f nature & o f all 
people, children o f humankind calling ourselves 
Rainbow Fam ily Tribe, hum bly invite:

All races, peoples, tribes, communes, men, women, 
children, individuals - out o f  love.

All nations & national leaders - out o f  respect.
All religions & religious leaders - out o f  faith.
All politicians - out o f  charity.

To join w ith us in gathering together for the 
purpose o f expressing our sincere desire that there 
shall be peace on earth, harmony among all people. 
This gathering to take place beginning Ju ly  I, I972, 
near Aspen, Colorado - or between Aspen &  the Hopi 
&  Navajo lands - on 3000 acres o f land that we hope 
to purchase or acquire fo r th is gathering - & to hold 
open worship, prayer, chanting or whatever is the 
want or desire o f the people, for three days, but upon 
the fourth day o f Ju ly  at noon to ask that there be a 
meditative, contemplative silence wherein we, the 
invited people o f the world, may consider &  give 
honour & respect to anyone or anything that has 
aided in the positive evolution o f humankind & 
nature upon this, our most beloved &  beautiful world 
- asking blessing upon we people o f th is w orld & hope 
that we people can effectively proceed to evolve, 
expand, & live in harmony & peace.

Amen.
Rainbow Fam ily o f Living Light 

P.O. Box 5577
Eugene, O R EG O N  97405

Medical Aid Committee for Indochina 
474 Centre Street 
Newton, Mass. 02158

B'ham receives 
Care package

Last fall, at the peak o f thç Boeing depression 
in Seattle, a c ity  in Japan sent a shipment o f rice 
fo r the hungry people in their sister c ity , Seattle. 
The Agricu lture Department had just made a 
po licy  against releasing surplus food - th is 
sym bolic g ift from  Japan induced them to  
reverse that decision. Some of th is rice has 
found its way to Bellingham.

Three 100-lb. sacks are being distributed 
through the Food Bank at the Salvation A rm y 
Build ing on DuPont.

There w j|| be a food drive fo r the Food Bank 
on the South Side on Saturday, May 27. Anyone 
who can help in co llection, meet at the Fire 
House on Harris Ave. at 10 am. For further 
inform ation, call 733-8860.

of the c ity  council, a letter concerning the war 
possibly w ill not bring about positive action, 
however, the prospect o f getting together 
con ce rned  com m unity people and being 
effective on local issues is encouraging. The 
potential fo r using the c ity  council as a focal 
po int fo r com m unity action is unending - 
stopping the truck route through the southside. 
getting com m unity support fo r the co-op 
gardens, bu ild ing public parks, better housing, 
free outdoor concerts, and c ity  support fo r a 
free clin ic.

We contacted both the mayor's o ffice and the 
c ity  com ptro ller to discover the procedure one 
goes through to bring an issue to the c ity  
council's attention, and to  bring about a public 
hearing. Both o ffices were very vague about the 
process, insisting that the process is determined 
by the issue. The first step in every procedure is 
to write a letter concerning the issue to the c ity  
council. You may at this time also send in a 
petition asking fo r a public hearing on the issue. 
It is then up to the c ity  council, after 
considering the issue, just what action is taken. 
The reading of the letter w ill be put on the 
agenda at the council meeting, but it is then the 
prerogative o f the c ity  council just which steps 
are taken after this. The vagueness o f this 
process may intimate that action is d ifficu lt 
thorugh the c ity  council. However, w ith much 
consistent packing o f the council chambers w ith 
com m unity people, and continual barraging of 
letters to the c ity  council, we w ill be heard.

The next city council meeting will be held at 
8 pm May 22 in the council chambers, second 
floor fo city hall (across from the public 
library). Transportation will be arranged from 
1000 Harris St. at 7:30 pm. If you can arrange 
transportation, please bring a car and a friend.
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Farmworkers
Picket

The United Farm Workers' National Union 
announces nation-wide picketing against offices o f 
the American Farm Bureau Federation, to  take place 
in fo rty  major cities thru -  out the United States.

Said Sarah Welch, of the Seattle Boycott office, 
"We are picketing the Farm Bureau because its 
leaders are illegally using the vast wealth and power of 
their organization to destroy organizing activities 
among America's farm workers. Among other 
anti-Union activities, the Farm Bureau has used 
tax-exempt money to attack the Farm Workers 
Union, led by Cesar Chavez, by introducing 'right to 
work' legislation, organizing company unions and 
opposing progressive legislation to protect the rights 
of farm workers."

The new campaign was announced in view o f a 
recent agreement reached between the United Farm 
Workers and the National Labor Relations Board. A  
Californ ia grower's association had sought to  gain an 
injunction, through the N LR B , against the United 
F a rm  W o rk e rs  r ig h t  to  boycott. Through 
negotiations, an agreement was reached which 
reaffirms the right o f farm workers to use the 
secondary boycott.

The Farm Workers Union plans to exercise this 
right through a nationw ide boycott o f head lettuce. 
Cesar Chavez, d irector o f the United Farm Workers, 
to ld  a news conference on May 3rd: "Negotiations to 
get contracts covering employees o f lettuce growers in 
Imperial and Salinas valleys in California and the 
Yum a area in A rizona have collapsed. I estimate it 
may take three years or more before the growers 
grant their workers a contract." (Los Angeles Times)

"T h is  boycott o f lettuce w ill never be won 
w ithout a massive campaign against the Farm 
Bureau," said Ms. Welch.

The Farm Bureau, in a press release from their 
national office in Park Ridge, Illinois, stated: "Farm  
Bureau is currently active in supporting farm labor 
legislation in Congress and in several state legislatures, 
including Arizona, Colorado, New Yo rk , Oregon, and 
Wyoming. Farm labor b ills have been passed in 
Kansas and Idaho. A  fa ir labor practices in itiative has 
been proposed fo r voters o f California, and is 
supported by the Farm Bureau."

"These legislative proposals," commented Ms. 
Welch, "would outlaw the boycott and impose such 
lengthy election procedures that farm workers would 
be unable to organize successfully a collective 
bargaining unit. The sponsorship of this legislation is

not only deterrent to the signing of contracts for 
lettuce workers, but to the organization of 
agricultural workers nationally."

A  mass letter-writing campaign to the U.S. Senate 
Comm ittee on Finance by the United Farm Workers 
is expected to prompt investigation o f the Farm 
Bureau's non-profit status.

Coffee and.... 
the BPD?

As anti-war protests raged across the country, 
Bellingham was not left out o f the spirit. Groups in 
Bellinqham staged some o f the more creative protests, 
ranging from m ining and hole-digging to haranguinq. 
Last Monday night a group o f protestors were gaveled 
out o f order at the C ity  Council meeting when they 
attempted to get the c ity  to adopt a strong statement 
condemning N ixon 's escalation. A fte r canvassing for 
such a statement all week, the individuals planned to 
return to the C ity  Council on Monday, May 22 (8 
pm) Everyone is encouraged to attend th is meeting 
and help to make a powerful showing.

In an e ffort to encourage and plan action, a 
general organizational meeting was held on Tuesday 
evening. Abou t 300 people showed up to debate 
whether to strike or not to strike, etc. Several 
suggestions, ego trips and power plays later, the group 
decided to marchdown to the Federal Bu ild ing and 
hold an all night vigil. 500 people marched down in 
the dark and began the vigil to the accompaniment o f 
musical instruments, singing, chants. The vigil was 
saved from  being "just another dem onstration" by 
none other than the police. The police became the 
heroes o f the evening, providing the demonstrators 
w ith coffee, barricades, and birthday greetings. They 
drove in and promised to co-operate if the students 
would sign and distribute the fo llow ing statement:

"As a taxpayer / request that you, as an elected 
official, take immediate steps in accepting your 
responsibility to maintain a quality police force by 
placing a high priority on police salaries. Bellingham 
police officers should be paid salaries in line with

other Washington State first-class cities. Yours in full 
support of a quaity police force."

Although there was some protest about signing 
such petitions, the general sentiment was that such 
alliances were exciting:

"Oh isn't this neat!"
The demonstrators displayed a po litica l naivete 

which allowed such alliances and also turned the vigil 
into more o f a rock festival than a protest o f 
continuing atrocities to human beings. There was very 
little  anger in the crowd, and negligible discussion o f 
the issues at hand. By 8 am the protestors had packed 
up their wine bottles, beer cans, and popcorn, and 
returned to the hill. Such a vigil could on ly occur in 
Bellingham.

Student groups co-ordinated canvassing and letter 
w riting campaigns for the next two days. An attempt 
was made to hold a voter registration march on 
Friday, but after a couple o f unarousing Christian 
speeches on ly about 25 students joined in the march. 
There was something patently absurd about 25 
people marching on Bellingham to end the war.

The more significant actions came from  small 
arcane groups engaging in guerilla theatre and creative 
protest. Three boats rode out and mined Bellingham 
Bay w ith about 100 co lor balloons which had the 
word "m ine " written on them, the  event was picked 
up by both A P  and UPI and spurred an enthusiastic 
response because of its ingenuity.

One group calling itself "16 against the w ar" snuck 
into Mayor Reg W illiams back yard on Friday 
morning and dug a mock sym bolic crater, leaving a 
red-stained doll and a sign which read "B oo m !"  Head 
Y/ppie Reg Wiliams to ld  a Bellingham Herald reporter 
that "the people who did it crawled ou t from their 
respective rocks in the m iddle o f the night to deliver 
their messages o f protest. I have a message I would 
like to deliver to them in the m iddle o f the day, and 
my message is this: I back the President o f the US 
one hundred percent." Really, Reggie.

A t  a local supermarket some protestors dressed up 
as butchers and set up a table w ith the sign, "Dead 
Vietnamese babies, 29 cents/lb." Such individual 
protests are expected to continue through this 
coming week, but mostly the poeple w ill be waiting 
to see what N ixon  does. And they aren't laughing.

Western Washington State College 
Art-Film Series Presents:

PO LITICAL CINEMA: M AY 19 -  PANTH ER PANCHALI
"Th is is the first film  in the 'A pu  Trilogy ', dealing w ith a Bengali 
fam ily  and the boy Apu. It is a masterpiece o f film ed fo lk lo re .“

7:00 and 9:15, WWSC Music Aud ito rium  $-75 - students; $1.25 - general
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D6M.IT IN HE 
STREETS

(No risk—you can return any
you don’t sell)

PAPERS AVAILABLE AT:
In Seattle'

TH E EASY  SHOPPE, 1406 NE ^pth 
near the U 

In Bellingham:
H YD E LEA TH ER  CO., 1226 N. State 
upstairs at Puget Sound Records
BELLINGH AM  FOOD COOP 
1000 Harris, Southside

In Everett:
SM OEK INC., 3II4 Colby

Selling the Passage is easy & legal. Try it & see.
Make a fantastic I2 cents per copy. Just tell the 
man behind the counter what you want. Speak 
slowly and distinctly.
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Casey Jones - The Union Scab

by joe hill

The Workers on the S.P. line to 
strike sent out a call;

But Casey Jones, the engineer, he 
wouldn’t strike at all;

His boiler it was leaking, and its 
drivers on the bum,

And his engine and its bearings, 
they were all out o f  plumb.

Casey Jones kept his junk pile 
running;

Casey Jones was a working double 
time;

Casey Jones got a wooden medal,
For being good and faithful on the 

S.P. line.

The workers said to Casey: “Won’t 
you help us win this strike?”

But Casey said: “Let me alone, 
yo u ’d better take a hike. ”

Then Casey’s wheezy engine ran 
right o ff the worn-out track,

And Casey hit the river with an 
awful crack.

Casey Jones h it the river  
b o tto m ;

Casey Jones broke his 
blooming spine,

Casey Jones was an Angeleno,
He took a trip to heaven on the S.P. 

line.

When Casey Jones got up to heaven 
to the Pearly Gate

He said; “I ’m Casey Jones, the guy 
that pulled the S.P. freight. ”

“You’re just the man,” said Peter; 
“our musicians went on strike;

You can get a job a-scabbing any 
time you like. ”

Casey Jones got a job in heaven; 
Casey Jones was doing mighty fine; 
Casey Jones went scabbing on the 

angels
Just like he did to workers on the 

S.P. line.

The angels got together, and they said 
it wasn’t fair.
For Casey Jones to go 
around a-scabbing everywhere.

The Angels Union No. 23, they sure 
were there,

And they promptly fired Casey 
down the Golden Stair.

Casey Jones went to Hell a-flying.
“Casey Jones, ” the Devil said, “Oh 

fine;
Casey Jones, get busy shoveling 

sulphur -
That’s what you get for scabbing on 

the S.P. line. ”

They Can 't Understand
Story o f the Seattle General Strike 

by anise

What scares them most is 
That NOTHING HAPPENS! 
They are ready 
For DISTURBANCES.
They have machine guns 
And soldiers,
But this SMILING SILENCE 
Is uncanny.
The business men 
Don’t  understand 
That sort o f  weapon.

It comes
From a DIFFERENT WORLD 

Than the world THEY live in. 
It is really funny 
And a bit pathetic 
To see how worried 
And MAD
The business men are getting. 
What meetings they hold,
What WILD RUMORS 
They use
To keep themselves 
STIRRED UP.
Yet MOST o f  them 
Might be real pleasant 
HUMAN BEINGS 

Except that life 
Has separated them 
Too much from common folks. 
It is the SYSTEM 
O f industry
That makes them sullen 
And SUSPICIOUS o f  us,
Not any NATURAL depravity. 
It is the system- 
That trains them to believe 
In the words o f  our 
Beloved Ole,
That they can bring in 
Enough ARMED FORCE 
To operate our industries.
But how many 
MACHINE GUNS 
Will it take to cook 
ONE MEAL?
It is your SMILE 
That is UPSETTING 
Their reliance
On ARTILLERY, brother!
It is the garbage wagons 
That go along the street

Marked “EXEMPT 
By STRIKE COMMITTEE. ” 
It is the milk stations 
That are getting better daily, 
And the three hundred 
WAR Veterans o f  Labor 
Handling the crowds 
WITHOUT GUNS,
For these things speak 
O f a NEW POWER 
And a NEW WORLD 
That they do not feel 
A t HOME in.

The Tragedy of Sunset Land

by loren roberts

There’s a little western city in the 
shadow o f  the hills

Where sleeps a brave young rebel 
‘neath the dew;

Now he’s free from life’s long 
struggle, his name is with us still;

We know that he was fearless, tried 
and true.

In a homely pine board coffin our 
warrior lies at rest.

Those henchmen turned loose on 
him one day -

These parting words were spoken: 
“Boys, I  did my best!"

-Where the old Chehalis river flows 
its way.

The monarchs o f  the forest were 
secure in their regime

When they took brave Wesley 
Everest’s life away.

His name will be a memory in the 
workers’high esteem-

Where the old Chehalis river flows 
its way.

When the sunlight floods the hilltops 
and the birds will sing once more.

In that valley we will settle down to 
stay.

There to organize the workers on 
that lonely woodland shore-

Where the old Chehalis river flows 
its way.
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Of Breadlines and Bureaucrats
by ken sherman

" Seattle, whose newspapers brag daily of the least 
unemployment o f any city on the coast, takes a 
proper civic pride in her soup lines... Soup-line 
standing was the most interesting of all, because the 
men talked. One fellow of about twenty-five was 
saying: "I'll tell you whati wrong with this country. 
There's too many millionaires. There ought to be a 
law to keep a man from gettin' more'n half a million. 
Them millionaires gits all the money and locks it up 
in banks, and keeps it from circulatin'." The other 
man objected: "That'ud help maybe, but that's 
socialism. We don't want to go dividin up. What a 
man gits he wants to keep. No socialism won't work, 
it ain't human nature."

The I.W.W. broke in scornfully: "Yes, you guys 
knows a lot, you does. What has y'all got ta divide 
up? Standin' room in a soup tine. Say, boy, long as 
folks talk that way, the workin' man won't git 
nothin' bettern' a soup line. That's the way ya bin 
talkin evah since ya' was bohn, an wahtta ya got 
now? A soup line!"

The anti-socialist answered him: "You'd better 
keep your mouth shut or you won't be in a soup line, 
you’ll be in ja il."

"Jail?" came back the I.W.W. "jail?Say, boy, that 
don' scare me a bit. Ah's bin in jail before. Ah's bin 
beat ovuh the haid with a policeman's dub, Ah's bin 
kicked in the ribs and beat up when Ah went 
demonstratin'. Ah's bin atalkin like this for a long 
time, an Ah ain't agoin to do no shuttin up now. No 
sir reel..."

/ turned to a man behind me. "Do you think these 
soup lines will last all winter?" "Oh, yes, they'll last," 
he solemnly assured me, "they gotta last. Why all us 
stiffs would go ta breakin' windows for grub, if  they 
didn't."

-Garland Ethel, Nation Magazine, 2/25/32

Even today, you can find  people that w ill te ll you 
that Washington State had it comparatively easy 
during the depression. But at the time that Garland 
Ethel wrote his observations o f Seattle, there was a 
food rio t in Anacortes that wiped ou t a small 
food-chain store. There were no soup lines in 
Anacortes. O r jobs, or money. There was growing 
dissent in the A rm y, repression o f students at the 
University o f Washington. The state legislators were 
afraid o f the I.W.W.'s, and the memory o f the 
massacres in Centralia and Everett were still fresh in 
people's minds, made worse through rumors, because 
no newspaper in the state had printed articles on 
what had happened in those two towns.

In late November, 1932, a select committee called 
on Professor Donald A . MacDonald, o f the 
Department of Sociology in the University o f 
Washington. They wanted him to make a study on 
social welfare to present to the state legislature after 
th e  C h r is tm a s  holiday. Professor MacDonald 
apparently was a conscientious man. In all good faith, 
he gathered his colleagues and students and spent 
three weeks o f intensive study on the problem. When 
the legislature convened on December. 30, he 
presented his study, which proposed the fo llow ing 
points:

1. Organization o f a state relief adm inistration, 
w ith  local (county) headquarters. The local 
adm inistration would delegate home relief and work 
relief to the unemployed. State funds would not total 
more than 50% of the funds, the remaining to come 
fro m  th e  F e d e ra l R e co n s tru c t io n  Finance 
Corporation.

2. Depression is not a temporary problem. A  
permanent State Re lief Welfare Department should 
be set up.

3. Work relief is costly and indirect. Most o f relief 
funds should be in the form  o f home relief. Wages 
should be paid in cash, and should not be 
conspicuously lower than the prevailing wage scales.

4. The state should supply competent unemployed 
w ith too ls and credit.

5. Federal loans should be obtained fo r the 
organization o f credit associations and cooperative 
associations, to put a large part o f reconstruction in 
the hands o f the unemployed.

6. A  State Department o f Labor and Industry and 
a State Em ploym ent Bureau should be organized.

7. Vocational Rehabilitation Centers should be set 
up, to re-educate the unemployed.

The State Legislature received his comments 
warmly, and promptly turned them into a bill that 
would be variously called "The MacDonald Bill," 
"The Slave Act," and "The Forced Labor Peonage 
Bill."

One o f the young legislators assigned to the 
transform ation o f MacDonald 's suggestions was your 
friend and mine, Warren Magnuson.

When the bill came out, it contained the fo llow ing 
provisions:

1. App lican ts must register w ith the local 
adm inistration. Shannon, head of the K ing County 
adm inistration, used this provision to make sure that 
applicants fo r food vouchers lived on 95c per week 
per person. His comment: "W hy, I live on a do llar a 
week m yse lf." He also made sure that people who 
had been on strike could not re-apply for food 
vouchers.

2. L o c a l a d m in is tra t io n s  may determine 
apportionment o f funds between home relief and 
work relief. W ith a little  help from  industrial lobbies, 
the local adm inistrations decided to  junk home relief 
and issue food vouchers (Blue Eagles) fo r work relief 
only. Factories and logging operations fired all their 
employees and re-hired the unemployed on food 
vouchers for a th ird  o f the previous wage scale. And 
half of what they paid in food vouchers, they got 
back from  the Federal Government.

3. Re lief should be inalienable by consignment 
or transfer. In other words, funny money, not cash, 
was used to pay work relief employees. It was good 
on ly at the local grocery to buy food or repair tools. 
The grocer, undoubted ly, already had an interest in 
your past grocery bill.

4. Rules adopted by the local adm in istration w ill 
have the force and effect o f law. Th is was the kicker, 
which in effect said that the local adm inistrators 
could w rite their own ticket. Which they did. They 
hired men fo r less than a do llar a week, charged 
one-fifty to the c ity  or county fo r the man's service in 
a work gang, and pocketed the difference. But they 
weren't being especially unethical. The Salvation 
A rm y d id the same. Shannon, again, boasted that he 
could get any kind o f man you wanted, 'engineer, 
architect, gardener, or whatever' fo r less than a do llar 
a week.

By March, 1933, a general worker's strike was 
called. Mass marches and demonstrations were 
directed against Shannon and his adm inistration, and 
the State Legislature. Before the strike. Shannon had 
said that a fam ily four's relief would range from  I to 4 
dollars a week. The lowest a fam ily  o f four got after 
the strike was $3.50 a week.

A  new newspaper, The Vo ice  o f A ction , was 
started, w ith headlines in the first issue an inch high 
that said '18,000 w on 't scab!' Miners, loggers, fru it 
growers and longshoremen joined the strike, and the

I.W.W.'s, w ith popular support,” marched on the 
Capitol to demand a Worker's Unem ploym ent 
Insurance B ill, w ith guaranteed welfare covering every 
type o f involuntary unemployment: pregnancy,
sickness, accident, layoff, and old age. The bill was 
introduced in the State Congress, but d idn 't pass.

In the meantime, the Voice of Action published a 
simple graph: Tusko, at the Woodland Park Zoo, got 
$2 a day for feed, a prisoner at McNeil Island was 
allowed 80c a day; a dog at the dog pound, 35c a day, 
and a child on welfare, 14c.

People were evicted because they turned on their 
gas and electricity and water after not paying their 
bills fo r months; they cou ldn 't pay b ills w ith food 
vouchers. The I.W.W.'s organized eviction parties to 
sit on fawns o f people about to be evicted, to attempt 
to stop the police from  throw ing furn iture and 
possessions in the street.

The type o f graft and social welfare set-up evident 
in the 30's was considered necessary by the people in 
power. It was broken down, not by angry people, but 
by a changing set o f social circumstances: gradual and 
painful econom ic recovery,and W orld War II. It could 
have been done another way, w ith  a little  more 
organization and faith; a little  more power through 
cooperation. But the wobblies were feared by the 
people in the streets, even by the ones that had been 
thrown there, and were hated by the people in power. 
No other group had the organization and power 
necessary to do the job.

Today, MacDonald 's suggestions are all in 
evidence: we have D V R , State Unemployment, 
welfare, and unemployment insurance. But the 
concessions certainly weren't won in the 30's, 
although the fight started there. It took a lot o f time 
and broken heads, and even deaths, but m ostly time.

Last month, the Department o f Agricu lture (not 
the unemployment agencies o f the state) decided to 
cut a large part o f food stamp recipients out o f its 
budget (the address o f the Dept, o f Agricu lture in 
Seattle is 909 1st Ave.).

Fine; more than one can play the game.

D id you know that the D ivision o f Vocational 
Rehabilitation w ill pay up to $37.50 an hour for 
shrink therapy, and w ill pay four fu ll years' tu it ion  to 
the college or university o f your choice? A ll you have 
to do is visit a shrink (paid fo r by D VR ) and get 
classed as Psycho, which most o f us are, at least to 
the extent that not too many o f us want to fit 
ourselves to a society that demands a certain extent 
o f madness to begin w ith. And if you can't get food 
stamps, that doesn't mean you can't try. Nothing ( I 
have it on good evidence) worries the clerks and 
counselors in the State agencies more than a backlog 
o f clients, and lots o f paper work. An  absolute 
amount o f red tape and hassles and you have an 
absolute breakdown o f th is particular system, which 
seems, again, to the people in power to be a necessary 
system. To  break it, all we need do is cooperate.

Sources:

Nation Magazine, 1928-1934 
Voice of Action, 1933-1935, U.W. microfilm 

Mill Town by Norman Clark 
The Iron Heel, by Jack London
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a night o f free

Galaxies in 
Hec Edmundson

by nils von veh

A ll I've been hearing about the past 
few days is discussion about who you 
know  that got Ro lling  Stones tickets. 
The people who d id get tickets 
expended great amounts o f time and 
energy - just to get the goddamn 
tickets, m ind you!!

Now  all this has made me just a bit 
b itter and cynical after witnessing one 
o f the best musical concerts I believe 
has transpired anywhere in my v ic in ity  
- ever. The event I'm referring to is the 
appearance o f A lice  Coltrane, Micael 
White and John K lemmer in Seattle, 
May II. The musicians were all just 
beautiful, it was a beautiful night and 
the price was right. So where was 
everybody?

One nice thing about the people 
that were there, though was their 
incredible mellowness and downright 
polite behavior. For one who is as leery 
o f concert crowds as I am they were a 
genuine delight, even though a few 
more people w ouldn 't have hurt a bit.

John Klemmer
o i w í t t w ¡og
Cô 'UntThrab "U :«r>
Luff MeTouChT”«‘A -j 
v a ' "va >ai: L .t Nvctw 
*■ v- wv' L<4? v. •» -' • e car

mlcnael wtine soirlt dance

A fte r some initia l delays the concert 
got under way w ith the John Klemmer 
quartet. During the first half o f his set 
Klemmer seemed to have d ifficu lties 
staying in time w ithhis rhythm  section. 
A lso , his saxophone effects w ith 
e c h o p le x  c a u g h t the audience 
unprepared, and somehow it seemed 
that he was never really able to  tota lly  
connect w ith wherever the audience 
was at, except fo r once. That once was 
his performance o f "Constant Th rob ," 
the tit le  song of his current album. The 
audience seemed to be really captured 
by his playing here, probably because 
it  was th e  simplest and most 
uncluttered saxophone performance of 
his set.

I've since then listened to the album 
Constant Throb and liked what I heard 
there immeasurably more than what he 
did at the concert. The music on the 
album is much more together and is 
just the sort o f thing someone who 
listens to a lot o f rock would be able to 
relate to very qu ic ly. (Does that mean 
you?) For another thing, it's downright 
fun to listen to music, Klemmer 
staying right on top o f things all the 
way through.
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Next to perform was Michael 
White, v io lin ist, w ith piano, bass and 
percussion accompaniment. If the 
name Michael White is unfam iliar to 
you , perhaps if I mention the fact that 
he was form erly a member o f The 
Fourth Way, inklings o f recognition 
might tug at your mind. If I also told 
you that The Fourth Way performed at 
the Strawberry Mountain Festival in 
B.C. a few years back, a few o f you 
may well remember a b it more. But 
then again you may not...

In any case, regarless o f what has 
happened in the past, Michael White 
really zapped the people who were up 
here in the present. V io lin  is qu ick ly  
coming into its own as a d istinctive 
jazz and rock instrument. M ichael 
flowed right into the spirits o f his 
audience, and showed them some new 
places that exist there.

If you're interested in making some 
of the same excursions into the spirit 
that the audience made that night, you 
are heartily encouraged to p ick up on 
his album. Spirit Dance. His playing is 
beautifu lly intricate and exciting and 
w ill make you feel sorry you d idn 't get 
a chance to see him perform in person.

SLIGHT ASIDE

While speaking w ith bassist Charlie 
Haden at the concert, he mentioned 
that he was not really in the mood to 
play right then, m ain ly because of 
events related to Emperor D icky 's  
goingson. Charlie seemed to  agree w ith 
me, however, when I said that the 
sp irit o f the people must periodically 
be regenerated by things such as 
music,especially in times like these.

KNCO) IKf IMIIID IMKMl QHMIOlfGMHH'OUHi IIITH M M< OMUMS
HI fOMUMUlV M SMI! 0MKM« 'HI IHIIMUM iMMMMCMUUCl 
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In the further course o f my 
conversation w ith him, Charlie related 
how, while on tour w ith Ornette 
Coleman in Portugal, he was arrested 
and interrogated because o f hid 
dedication o f a song at a concert to the 
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s t r u g g l e s  o f  t he  p e o p l e s  o f  
Mozambique and Angola to obtain 
independence. That event seemed to 
have had a strong effect on Charlie, 
and prompted me to rem ind people o f 
an excellent album o f his entitled 
Liberation Music Orchestra.

To  anyone who is fam iliar w ith 
Charlie Haden’s bass playing, the 
quality o f the music on any album of 
his would be immediately known. If it 
is o f any help to you others, Charlie 
Haden is the regualr bass player for 
Orenette Coleman; in addition, he has 
also appeared on albums w ith Keith 
Jarrett, John M cLaughlin and A lice  
Coltrane. And  if  that doesn't say 
anything to you, I don ’t know where 
to  begin.

Here's what Charlie Haden says 
about the album:

This album was conceived several 
years ago when I first heard the songs 
from the Spanish Gvil War... The 
music in this album is dedicated to 
creating a better world; a world 
without war and killing, without 
racism , w ith o u t p o v e r ty  and  
exploitation; a world where men o f  all 
governm ents rea lize  the vital 
importance o f  life and strive to protect 
rather than destroy it. We hope to see a 
new society o f  enlightenment and 
w isdom  where creative thought 
becomes the most dominant force in 
all peoples’lives.

Charlie Haden, incidentally, played 
w ith  A lice  Coltrane that night.

Alice Coftrane With Strings 
World Galaxy

MY FAVORITE THINGS • GALAXY AROUND 01ODUMARE 
GALAXY IN TURIYA • GALAXY IN SATCHIDANANDA 

Narration on low by Swann Satchindananda on A LOVE SUPREME

If any o f you are at Tam iliar 
w ith A lice  Coltrane's rpuSic, you must 
know  the d ifficu lties I face every time 
I attempt a description o f her recorded 
music. The overwhelm ing rush of 
emotions that her live appearance 
brought upon me is even more 
im possib le  to verbalize, however. 
A lice 's  performance was intensely 
pow erfu l, alternately sending me 
floating o ff into terrains w ith hazy, 
dream like dimensions and, other times, 
slamming me against the walls o f my 
raw emotions.

The ensemble w ith A lice  consisted 
o f Ben R iley  on drums, an incredible 
five person string ensemble, and, as I 
have already mentioned, Charlie Haden 
on bass. The material A lice  and her 
ensemble played was mostly from  her 
most recent album W orld Galaxy. 
When I first heard that album I 
cou ldn 't believe my ears. The layers o f 
sound manifested on it I have written 
about previously. What was tota lly

unexpected was how completely A lice  
was able to recreate, and yes, even 
transcend the performances on the 
album in person.

I realize my sentences abound in 
superlatives, but when the top ic is A lic  
Coltrane's music, I really find  it 
d iff icu lt to do otherwise. Her music 
that night swept over the audience in 
waves, each one leaving the members 
o f the audience higher on the shores of 
their unconscious.

A t  the concert and the next 
morning I had the opportun ity to meet 
w ith  many o f the musicians who 
p e r f o r m e d  t h a t  n i gh t .  T h e i r  
friendliness and the unharried manner 
w ith  which they related to the music 
and their roles as musicians was in 
sharp contrast to the egotistical, 
u p t i g h t  m anner o f many rock 
superstars. None of these musicians 
was making a fortune that night, nor 
d id  they want to. A ll they wanted was 
to turn people on w ith their music.

C h a r l i e  H a d e n  e x p r e s s e d  
unhappiness about how many white 
rock stars have ripped o ff black 
musicians, copping their r iffs and their 
lyrics, and making thousands, while the 
people who inspired them usually live 
in poverty. It's a well known story, but 
sad nonetheless.

Alice and I discussed why it is that 
more people aren't turned on to the 
music she and other "free fo rm " artists 
are creating. A lthough the reasons fo r 
t h i s  are re a lly  uncertain, A lice, 
nonetheless, expressed confidence that 
sooner or later people w ill reach a 
more mature stage, and then her music 
and the music o f other jazz (free form, 
is what A lice  prefers to call it) 
performers w ill be there fo r people to 
turn to.

My time spent w ith A lice  left an 
especially strong impression on my 
mind. Her kind, qu iet manner was 
strong evidence that her sp iritua lity  is 
not a shallow, surface artifice. My 
moments w ith her and her music w ill 
be long remembered.

You, meanwhile, w ill have to 
content yourself w ith just listening to 
the albums. And remember, don 't pass 
up the chance to hear superb music the 
next time Impulse! sponsors a concert 
near you. You w ill be missing some o f 
the most beautiful music happening if 
you do!



Ginseng- GROW Grow Your Own
G IN SEN G  C U L T I V A T IO N

The cu ltivation o f ginseng is a long and exacting 
art. It is a very magical and patient process that w ill 
teach anyone a lifetim e's learning of loving, caring 
and tending o f a very precious plant. Ginseng is one 
o f those unique medicináis that possess the energy to 
heal and balance an extensive variety o f ailments. 
Ginseng keeps our lungs operating at vital capacity, 
and helps maintain blood sugarbalance. Furthermore, 
it w ill process out tox ic  poisons from  the body, even 
a poison as potent as strychnine. It is also useful as a 
post-operative medicinal to greatly increase recovery 
and improve muscle tone even in paralytics. More 
im portantly, ginseng is a good preventative, a purifier 
o f the body that keeps the adrenaline down and 
balances internal body functions so that we may live 
and breathe with a b it more c larity , love and insight.

The process o f cu ltivation is approxim ately a seven 
year process. That is in itself unique, for you must 
solidify your own living situation before you can even 
begin to undertake cultivation. Ginseng is very 
patient, but stresses stability in order for growth. 
Another thing to keep in m ind when you begin 
cu ltivation, especially if you know  ginseng, is that it 
is very like ly  that in the near future ginseng w ill 
become a prescription drug in this country. A lthough 
its virtues are not recognized medically as yet in the 
United States, it is currently being closely scrutinized, 
simply because both the Soviet Union and China have 
and are conducting extensive positive research on 
ginseng and are verify ing its remarkable abilities.

Ginseng has suffered a monumental rendering 
world-w ide so that today on ly  a very few areas 
possess the w ild root, whose virtues, from  what is 
known, far exceed that o f the cultivated variety. In 
the w ild, ginseng grows in the shade in deciduous 
forest. The shade, though, is not absolute, but the 
plants are ou t o f the direct rays o f the sun. The shade 
comes from  several d ifferent levels o f trees, hence 
promoting good air circu lation around the plant. 
A lso, the plant is surrounded by a m ultitud inous 
abundance o f tree root systems, giving the ginseng 
on ly scanty nourishment and a very slow growth rate. 
Vet in spite o f this, the austere habit o f the ginseng 
allows it to acquire remarkable properties and live, if 
not disturbed fo r hundreds o f years. The soil must 
not be o f clay nor o f sand so ginseng avoids these 
extremes and the seed takes many months to 
germinate.

by jeff and lynn
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Plan for Ginseng Garden 24x40 Feet — Ground Plan one line, 
overhead dotted.

W i t h  a ll these peculiar requirements, the 
cu ltivation o f ginseng becomes rather complicated, 
yet if you attempt to duplicate the conditions o f the 
forest when cu ltivating you w ill have the most 
success. The location o f the ginseng bed must avoid 
h ills facing the south and narrow valleys which both 
have a tendency to become overheated in the soil, 
which cannot go above 70 degrees w ithout 
causing stress to the ginseng. The basic garden set-up 
has several variations, and perhaps by further reading

and thought - observation you can decide which 
approach or m odification seems to be the best 
method for your situation. V irg in  soil o f a clay loam 
variety is the best, but if the soil o f this type is not at 
hand, a lightened soil m ixed w ith well-rotted manure 
(small amounts), old saw dust, rotten wood, leaves, 
and sand to light heavy clay soils is recommended. It 
is v ita lly  important that the soil is well-drained and if 
necessary you should put in drain tiles in your 
ginseng bed to assure proper drainage.

B u ild ing  a ginseng bed is not a com p lica ted  
process. The ideal s itua tion  is to u t ilize  a natural 
stand o f trees fo r shading, but if  th is  is not possible, 
then a lath panel shading structu re  w ith  vines m ust be 
used.

An o ld ginseng grower C. H. Peterson from Blue 
Earth Country, Minnesota, fashions his beds by the 
fo llow ing design: he believes the w ider the beds, the 
better — providing you can reach all parts of the bed 
by a pathway VA feet wide. Each post set in the 
garden should be a little  over six feet so that you are 
able to walk around the garden. It is also advisable to 
run paths outside the beds and to shade them also. 
A ll garden beds are well elevated to insure freedom of 
root growth, and to keep people from walking in the 
gardens. Once the basic core is well established, the 
lath panels to shade the plants can be nailed in place.

It is very d ifficu lt to germinate ginseng seed, for it 
takes at least 18 months by natural methods, 
although now the process has been greatly speeded up 
by the adm inistration o f fungicides and gibberillins 
which promote rapid germination. This is hardly a 
natural process, but it is worth evaluating if you have 
absolutely no luck in germinating seed. The best 
process, if all goes well, is to wait out the 18 months. 
Once cu ltivation is established, careful weeding is 
necessary at the beginning of each growing season, 
and after four years you may begin to harvest some 
of the root.

The climate here is suitable fo r cultivation; in fact 
back in the 1930's ginseng was cultivated in the 
Skagit Va lley.

Serious cu ltivation requires consultation w ith a 
variety o f sources recommended as follows:

Ginseng and Other Medicinal Plants, by A. R. 
Harding, 1966. The bu lk o f th is article was taken 
from  this source.

Ginseng Culture, by W. W. Stockberger.
Growing Ginseng, Farmers' Bulletin Mo. 2201, and 

biological abstracts.

•OD T R I P  
ith  me

E D E L I

[pies 
[meats
[bagels 
[granola
[pickles 
[peanut butter
[homemade breads 
[raw milk cheeses

w . C.

There’s only one thing you really have in this country. It is a vote. It is yours 
for County Commissioner, protecting shorelines, city councilman, legalizing 
marijuana, or whatever else you really want to be. It is also getting that 
rampaging asshole Nixon out of his high-chair, though it’s sad to have to say 
that about the President o f the U.S.A. You probably came to B’ham to get laid 
back, but apathy about politics is just what will keep basic social reforms only 
an ideal. Why can such changes happen now? Just think about how you feel. A 
helluva lot o f other people want change too. Some didn’t know that until two 
weeks ago. Now is the time it can happen... people are together again. If there 
are not alternatives and alternative candidates, we must begin turning over rocks 
in our own neighborhood because the potential is there. It is time we have the 
votes if we deem it important enough to use them. Put up or shut up. Register 
to vote now.

There is free space in our shop for any local candidates or grass roots 
coalition ready to spend a little effort to make the world a little better space in 
which to live. Are you part o f the we?

PUGET SOUND RECORDS 
1226 N. State St., B’ham 

We now close at 7:00 pm weeknites

TOAD HALL IS

natural

spoo6 auiosaiouM

Although psychiatrists are passe, down at Toad 
Hall there's always one in. Ask for counseling with 

■ your next pizza (now made with organic flour) until 
we're shut down for practicing life without a license. 
Or better yet, just bring us a smile. Still, incredible as 
it may seem, the best pizza anywhere. Neurotic or 
not, you'll find us at Eleventh & Harris on the 
fashionable Southside of Bellingham.
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MONDAY, May 15
A C L U , Whatcom County Chapter, Spring 

Action Auction and Dinner. Giovanni 
Costigen to speak. Dinner at 6, speaker and 
a u c tio n  at 7 :3 0 . Unitarian Church, 
Gladstone and Franklin. Inf o' or reservation, 
phone 734-8022.

Ch. 12, CBS News Special, "Higher 
Education - Who Needs It?"

FRIDAY, May 26

Hitchhiking became legal in Washington 
two weeks ago, in case you didn't know.

M a y  15-May 21 - B lo ssom tim e in
B e llin g h a m . B lossom tim e queen fina ls  
pageant, Be llingham  H igh S ch oo l, 8 p.m . 
ton igh t (Yes, such th ings rea lly  s t il l happen).

A  m uch better way to  spend yo u r evening 
- the Passage m eeting, 7 pm , upsta irs at 1000 
Harris. Com e and p lay  Post O ff ice  w ith  us. 
Y o u 'l l get hom e in tim e to  see -

"N ig h t o f  the Iguana," K V O S  (Ch. 12),

Movie, "World of Suzie Wong," Ch 12 
K VO S, 9 pm.

SATURDAY, May 27T U E S D A Y , May 16

Food Bank Drive on the South Side. 
Anyone who can help, meet at Harris and 
14th fire stationat 10 am.

Bobby Seale at the U.W . F o llo w  the 
crow ds.

Be llingham  Housing  A u th o r ity  m eeting, 
4 :3 0  pm , C ity  Hall.

1967 - Nhat Chi Mai im m o la ted  herse lf in 
Saigon to  protest the war.

Birth of Isadora Duncan (1876).

Northwest Folk Life Festival, Seattle 
Center. Free to public. Sunday and Monday 
also.

Birthday of that fourth great revolutionary and 
Prisoner of War, Gordon Davison o f the O .D.C.Happy B irthd ay , Jo an ib ird ! SUNDAY, May 28

W E D N E S D A Y , M ay  17

Boycott A L L  C O N SU M ER  ITEM S Don't 
go to any stores today. This is part of a 
regional protest against the war and our 
economy s dependence upon it.

Army corps of Engineers hearing on flood 
control, Shuksan Middle School, 7:30 pm.

Je su s  C h r is t  S u p e r s t a r , "  Queen 
E lizabe th  Theatre , Vancouve r, 8 pm  (thru 
Satu rday).

Bahai lecture, same as last SundayTUESDAY, May 23

a a r d v c t r kOregon primary.

Thanksgiving is exactiy 6 months away

. a n d  

a r t s
1222 North State 

<3 doors south of Shakay't) 
Op*" «»t* nights until •  p.tr 

734-4043

Mother Earth News soot
National Lam poon .75
Seperate Rea lity  2.9!
The Fox fire  Book 3.9!
Bushcraft 3.9«
Raja Yoga 3.7!

WEDNESDAY, May 24

Some more old time flicks at Fairhaven 
Auditorium, 7 & 9 pm. 50c.

Play, "The Hangman," WWSC. 8:15 pm. 
Viking Union 4th floor. $1.50 public. Also 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday."  Frankenste i 

"T h e  Raven ," 
A u d . 50  c.

n meets the wolfman," and 
films, 7 & 9 pm, Fairhaven

THURSDAY, May 25

"Citizen Kane", 6:30 and 9, L-4, free! 

Theodore Roethke's fc*rthdatei>l908.

T H U R S D A Y ,  M ay  18

Why no t go to  w o rk  fo r  M cG ove rn  
Oregon th is w eekend? G o  sign up  at V U  C 
o r at the M cGovern  tab le on the WW 
campus.

M etro  Sym pos ium , "Puge t Sound  Water 
Q u a lity ,"  Eames Theater, Seattle. A ll day 
and to m o rro w  too .

"T h e  Mouse that Roared 
p.m ., L-4, W W SC, 50  c.

F R ID A Y . May 19

B irthday  ce lebration  fo r  th ree great 
revo lu tionaries - M a lco lm  X ,  Ho Chi M inh , 
and Ju d y . Teatim e, 2405  E lizabe th .

"Pa ther P anch a li,"  W W SC T h ird  W orld  
C inem a Series, Indian f i lm  w ith  m usic by 
Ravi Shankar, M usic A u d ito r iu m , 7 &  9:15 
pm .

V ik in g  Festiva l in Pou lsbo , Wash

Late N igh t M ovie , Ch. 12, O xbo w  
Incident. 11:35.

Here’s your chance to revive the good 
old days with two Rainier Beer calendars from 
the years 1905 and 1906.

They cost only a buck apiece 
and they’re full color reproductions 
of the turn-of-the-century originals.
They’re just plain pretty reminders -j| 
of good times and the good beer that *. 
Rainier’s been making since 1878. *'

A beer good enough to drink by the bucket. 
We call it Mountain Fresh because that’s the 
way it tastes.

And besides, your mother or girl friend 
can’t get up-tight when they see such a 
wholesome calendar on your wall.

Mountain Fresh Rainier.
Good beer. Since way back when,

For a  full 20x30 reproduction of these ra re  authentic 1900 calendars, rush  $1.00 per calendar (no stamps) to: Old Time Rainier Calendar,
3100 Airport Way, Seattle, 98134. Ju s t specify “ the one on the le ft"  (1905) o r, “ the one on the r ig h t"  (1906). By the way, these calendars are  really useable. 

I t so  happens th a t 1905 dates correspond to 1972 and 1906 corresponds to 1973. Who says time doesn 't m arch  backw ards.

Northwest Passage, May 15-May 28, 1972

Time marches backward
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WANTED

L IZ  R E N A Y  C O R N E R :  M ode ls w anted 
by one-tim e Passage photographer. G racefu l 
peop le , in tune w ith  the ir bod ies. N o t fo r 
p u b lica tio n . Sm all pay or pho to s in trade. 
Call Dave, 676-0752 .

A D O G T IO N :  Hom e w anted fo r  1 male 
b row n te rrie r dog. 1095  H St. (Road past 
Lynden ). Free.

Q U E S T  T O  T E S T : I w ant to  learn to  
ana lyze  the nu tr it io na l value o f p lan t foods, 
and toana lyze  so il fo r  N , P, and K  p lus trace 
m inerals. A n yo n e  able to  he lp , please call 
M ary . 676 -0879 , evenings.

R U M IN A T IO N S :  Have beau tifu l house 
on rive r at base o f m ounta ins in  need o f 
repairs; have n ice garden in need o f gentle 
assistance, have fa ro u t boa t in need o f 
scrap ing  and pa in ting ; have w o rkab le  stove 
t h a t  d ig s  c o o k in g  o rgan ica lly ; have 
m isch ievous Lab pup  that needs a tten tion ; 
have tw o  hands and b ig  heart — need tw o  
m ore hands and b ig  heart. Phone o r w rite  
George, 691 -6716 , R t. 1, B o x  91 M M , 
G ran ite  Fa lls , W ashington 98252..

V O L U N T E E R S  are needed fo r  th e  fina l 
weekend before the Oregon p r im ary  to  w o rk  
fo r  Senator M cG ove rn . A  b ig  w in  w ill be 
rea lly  im portan t go ing in to  the C a lifo rn ia  
p r im a ry . R ides and riders are bo th  needed. 
Sign up at V U  0 06  o r  the M cG ove rn  table 
ou ts ide  the V ik in g  U n ion .

FOR SALE OR TRADE

B A R G A I N  F O R  E Y E S :  200  mm
Tam rron  lens, f.35 . Sharper than you  th in k , 
com p le te  w ith  sk y lig h t f i lte r  and case, lens 
shade and N ikon  adapter. Focus to  6 feet. 
$100  or trade. Call 676 -0752 .

H O PS  SE E D : Hawaiian Baby W oodrose 
Seed. $ 1 /packet. B o x  361 , Redw ood  C ity , 
C a lifo rn ia .

N O W  E A R  TH IS : Used stereo w ith  tw in  
speakers and new  needle. Best o ffe r  o r  trade. 
733-1687 .

H E L P !  M ust sell '6 3  V W  V an . Beau tifu l 
c o n d it io n . '59  V o lv o  544  — runs w e ll. 
676 -8187  days.

S A L E  O F  W O R L D L Y  G O O D S : P iano , 
cha in  saw, lum ber, stove, re frige ra to r, etc. 
Sat.-Sun., M ay 20-21, 5617  N o rthw est Rd ., 
384-1131 .

E N G IN E E R S :  Fo r sale, re b u ilt  4 0  h.p. 
clean-air engine insta lled  $200 . Ca ll Caro l o r 
B ro ck  at 734-8022.

P O W E R  T O  T H E  P E D A L L E R S !  F o r sale,
1 year o ld , 2414" fram e Am erican  Eagle 
(N ish ik i)  sem i-pro b ic y c le , w ith  fenders; 
$100. Call Denn is at 734 -6124  and leave 
name and nurrtber.

M O T H E R S  D A Y  S P E C I A L :  F o r sale, 
good 1600  cc  V W  engine, w recked  '5 7  Gh ia  
b od y . Bob, 733-0239 .

H E R B S  T H A T  T U R N  Y O U  O N  and 
m any o ther b o tan ica ls , sp ices, co sm etic  
b le n d s ,  h e rb  b o o k s . Send stam ped, 
self-addressed enve lope o r $ .25  fo r  our 
b rochure . Magic Garden Dept. 2, Box 332 , 
F a ir fa x , C a lifo rn ia  94930 .

[Herbal T rips note: V e ry  expensive lik e  
$ 1.00 o r m ore/ounce.]

A U C T IO N ! !  Co l. J im 's  Sumas A u c t io n , 7 
m iles no rth  o f Be llingham  on  the G u ide  
M erid ian , has a b ig  au c tion  every Sa tu rday at 
7  p .m . F ine  buys on fu rn itu re , to o ls , 
m isce llany . Open Thursday and F r id ay  12-5, 
A ll day  Sa tu rday. Phone 398-7831 .

E A S Y  A S  A B C :  A s tro log ica l B irth  
C o n tro l. Free personal in s tru c tio n . Call
733- 0239 .

T Y M B A L S :  Five p iece d rum  set fo r  sale: 
snare, bass, tom -tom s, h i-hat, splash. Cost 
$300, sell $150. Call 332-1263 .

V IS IT  H O N E Y C O M B :  2nd f lo o r , 1000 
Harris Ave., open w o rkshops in weaving, 
b a t ik , natura l d y ing  each a fte rnoon  from  
a b o u t  1 2 : 0 0 - 5 : 0 0  T u e sd a y  th rough 
Sa tu rday. We also sell yarns, em bro ide ry  
thread (116 co lo rs , $ .08 /ske in ), raw  w o o l, 
sp ind les, sm all loom s, p ro c io n  dye , raw  s ilk . 
F o r  m o re  in fo rm a t ion  call Pa tty  at
734- 0083 .

T E L E G R A P H  M U S IC  W O R K S  is now  
o p e n .  We repa ir and m ake stringed 
in s t r u m e n t s  lik e  guitars, banjos, and 
du lc im ers. W e're at 1000 H arris , 2nd f lo o r , 
above the Food  Co -op  — o r ca ll Ja ck  Hansen, 
676 -0858 .

H A U L IN ':  T ru ck  and w o rke r fo r  h ire , 
$2 .50  an hou r o r trade. C huck . 676 -8616 .

^ .Connex ion s '^
Connections are published as a public service. They are free of charge to 

individuals and to groups offering inform ation for the common good or 
general enlightenment. Rates to businesses are 12 cents per word. Send ads 
(and money) to: Connections, Box 105, South Bellingham St tion, 
Bellingham, Wash. 98115. If not received by the Friday prior to an issue, 
they will be held over until the next issue. Connections containing language 
deemed by the editors to be offensive to a substantial portion o f our reader* 
may be refused or reworded without notice.

P E D A L  P E D D L E R :  Sekai 10-speeds -  
the fin est b ike  ava ilab le  in its  p r ice  range. 
N ow  $99 .50  at T w is ty ’s A n n ex , I llin o is  at 
M e rid ian . M in o r ad justm ents free forever. 
Guaranteed fo r  one fu ll year. 733 -7676 .

M A K E  Y O U R S E L F  H E A R D :  Fo r sale, 
used Bogen M -120 P .A . system . $100  o r best 
o ffe r. 734-8035 .

R E N T -A -G A R D E N :  Garden p lo ts  fo r
rent. R ich  sandy loam , no rocks. P low ed  and 
rotavated . Call 384 -4166  o r 384 -1497 .

2 -W H E E L  D E A L :  C o lu m b ia  5-speed b ike  
fo r  sale, new  bearings, pedals, b rake  pads. 
$45 . 734 -3196 .

M U S IC  B O X : F o r sale: a Kenw oo d  amp. 
The m odel: 5150 . The pow er: 180 watts. 
The p rob lem : it  w o rk s  fin e  b u t it 's  to o  b ig  
fo r  m y needs. The extras: 1 0 "  U tah speaker 
in cab ine t, m ic roph on e , speaker w ire , 10 "  
speaker cab ine t. The  a ll-encom passing  price: 
$225 . A lso  Ben Hogan go lf c lubs fo r  sale — a 
fu ll set and bag fo r  $70 . Ca ll Wes a t 
733-0791 o r 2624  Queen St.

C O L D  F E E T :  T rade any num ber o f  
th ings fo r  a carpet. Call and te ll us abou t 
y o u r  rug. 676 -0752 .

W E A V IN G  Y O U R  B A G ?  J teach ! M y 
hom e or you rs  (even if  y o u  d o n 't  have a 
loom ). Call 733 -1075  evenings.

B A R R 'S  C A M E R A  S P E C I A L :  Po la ro id  
Square Shoo te r f i lm , regu la rly  $3 .99 — 
lim ite d  o ffe r $2 .60  per ro ll. Three ro lls  per 
custom er. Barr's, 108  E . M agno lia , righ t here 
in beau tifu l d ow n tow n  B 'ham .

PLACES TO LIVE
S IG N  UP: Sm all fa rm  c o m m u n ity  on 

W h idbey Island. Partnersh ip  shares ava ilab le 
in jo in t  purchase o f 6 0  acres beau tifu l 
fa rm land  w ith  stream , m oun ta in  v iew , 
a ll-day sun, w oods and deve loped water. 
W ant peop le w ith  serious interests in 
a g r ic u l t u r e ,  la n d  c o n s e r v a t io n  and 
co m m u n ity  w h o  w ill p a rtic ip a te  in  over-all 
p lann ing  and design o f rura l - ag ricu ltu ra l 
co m m u n ity  having bo th  p riva te  fa m ily  
farm steads and perpetua l open space and 
w o o d la n d s .  M o dest investm ent made 
possib le  b y  m utua l deve lopm ent. Leave 
message fo r  K e lly  Dodge a t 382-5555; 
382 -4900  or 382 -6442 . P .O . B ox  98 , 
C lin to n , W ash ington 98236 .

L IV IN G  S P A C E  R E Q U IR E D :  On o r afte r 
June 1st, tw o  room s in house, o r a small 
hom e. Please w rite  M argaret C o rm ie r, 1903 
V in e  S t., B erke ley , C a lifo rn ia . ,

G E T  W E IR D  Q U IC K !  Buy 20 acres o f 
paradise on a m oun ta in  in N . Idaho — a high 
v iew  fro m  a real hom e, g land -bu ilt b y  a poet. 
8 m iles fro m  now here , garden, a ir and water. 
F ire  y o u r  im ag ina tion , then w rite : W. T. 
K itte rm an , B o x  9 08 , Tensed, Idaho 83870 . 
$8000 . 6 dow n and assume tw o  in  small 
paym ents.

1 6  A C R E S , w ooded  and secluded, 
ad jo in in g  the Canadian bo rde r. P rice  is 
$ 10 ,200  w ith  a lo w  dow n paym en t. U n ited  
Tow n  &  C o u n try . 734-2909  o r 398-7756 .

♦
A N O T H E R  16 A C R E S :  Ranch , 

loca ted  in  N ooksack  schoo l d is tr ic t  w ith  
f r o n t a g e  o n  S w ift C reek. House is 
s tru c tu ra lly  sound w ith  cem ent foun da tion  
and newer roo f. Needs pa in t job . E xce lle n t 
land  fo r  pasture o r ro w  crops. L ow  p r ice  o f 
o n ly  $23 ,500 . L ow  dow n paym en t o f 
$2 ,500 . Owner con tra ct. H ank Hayne, 
U n ited  Tow n &  C o u n try , 734 -2909  or 
398-7756 .

C O U N T R Y  H O U S E  W ITH  S Q U IR R E L S ,  
racoons, v iew  o f Puget Sound  and O lym p ics  
m isp laced on Queen Anne  H ill su rrounded  
[rea lly] by w oods needs one peacefu l fem ale 
to  com p le te  c irc le . L o w  frequency  A lp h a  — 
Theta . $40  fo r  own large bedroom . D o n 't 
have, d o n 't  w an t te lephone o r T. V . W rite 
Karl Bergerson, 2204  12th Ave. W., Seattle 
98119 .

NOTES FROM PRISONERS

W R IT E  M E: I 'M  L O N E L Y ,  24  years o ld , 
w h ite , male, A ries. I need letters. W ill answer 
a ll. Steve Lew in , no . 127741 , P .O . B ox  777, 
M onroe, W ash ington 98272 .

A N O T H E R  L O N E L Y  P E N  P A L :  Young  
w h ite  male in p rison w o u ld  lik e  to  
co rre spond  w ith  those, tha t are interested 
in w rit in g . M ichae l Gregg, P .O . Box 777, no. 
357963 , M onroe , W ash ington 98272 .

P R IS O N E R :  Age 26 , 5 '1 0 " , 180 
lbs., b row n  eves and ha ir, co u ld  rea lly  dig 
hearing  from  people o f a ll ages and races 
w h o  have an open m ind  and a ren 't a fra id  to  
express w hat's  on th e ir  m inds. I am G em in i. 
A ll le tte rs answered. R obe rt W. Jacobs, Box 
777 , M onroe, W ash ington 98272 .

IM P R IS O N E D  P R O S E : Inmate a t M onroe 
is w r it in g  b o o k , " In s id e  the P rison W a lls ." I 
need a used typ ew rite r. Is there anyone w ith  
a heart b ig  enough to  donate one  to  m e? If 
so, send or b ring  to : Charles C o rre ll, no. 
625455 , B o x  777 , M onroe, W ashington 
98272 . Thank  you .

A  M O R A L  P R O P O S IT IO N : Yugoslav ian 
refugee, granted p o lit ic a l asy lum  in th is 
co u n try , is now  in p rison  fo r  v io la t in  o f  the 
Dangerous D rug A c t. He is soon to  be 
paro led , b u t then Im m igration o ff ic ia ls  w ant 
to  send h im  back to  Yugoslav ia , where a 
p robab ly  ja il sentence o f 30  Y E A R S  A T  
H A R D  L A B O R  awaits h im . One way to  
avo id  d epo rta t io n  is marriage to  a U .S. 
c it ize n . If y o u  w ou ld  cons ider m arry ing  h im , 
w rite : R udy  Usak, no. 227033 , Secretary, 
La tin -A s ian  C o a lit io n , Box 777 , M onroe, 
W ash ington 98272 .

T O  T H O S E  O F  Y O U  T H A T  A R E  
C U R IO U S  abo u t life  a t M cN e il Island Prison.
I w o u ld  lik e  to  share the v iew  I see w ith  any 
one w ho  is in terested. I d o n 't  have any o f 
the so lu tio n s  to  any o f the p rob lem s, bu t I 
can describe w hat I see. Paul David  Su tton , 
n o . 3 4 0 3 2 ,  B o x  1 0 0 0 , S te ilacoom , 
W ashington 98388 .

H E L P  W A N T E D ?  I am  a p risoner here in 
M onroe  ab o u t ready to get released (August) 
and  I need a jo b , som ew here b u t the 
p ig-in fested  tow n  I'm  from  (Wenatchee). I 
h a v e  a l o t  o f  experience ( laundry, 
warehouse, tru ck  d riv ing , m asonry w o rk , 
m echan ic, som e b od y  and fender, kno w  how  
to  use parts cata logue, etc.) so I need a ll the 
he lp  I can get. In o rder fo r  me to  stay aw ay 
fro m  W enatchee, I m ust go on work-release. 
So som eone please he lp  me m ake it  on  the 
streets. C o n ta c t R ichard  Baum , no . 6 25919 , 
P .O . B o x  7 77 , M onroe, W ash ington 98272 .

NOTES TO COMMUNITY
»

T H E  N O R T H W E S T  P A S S A G E  N E E D S  
YOU! The Passage runs on vo lun teer energy 
and r igh t n o w  we co u ld  use a b it  m ore. 
There are vacant jobs and jobs w h ich  need to  
be shared as sum m er is com ing  fast and 
peop le  w ant to  save part o f  the ir energy fo r  
s w im m in g ,  h ik in g ,  sa iling , gardening, 
tru c k in ',  and just getting in to  it.

Some o f the jobs requ ire p rev ious ly  
a cqu ired  sk ills ;  m ost just need w illingness to  
learn som eth ing  new . It so rt o f  expands you .

Here are some o f the th ings we need 
peop le  to  he lp  w ith :

T ypese ttin g  — done in Seattle on the 
Sa tu rday be fo re  an issue is p r in ted . Includes 
lu n ch , d inn e r, a long  day , and a r ide  in the 
Passage's very ow n '56  B u ick . We rea lly  need 
tw o  o r three o r as m any as there are fast and 
e ff ic ie n t typ is ts  as w e ll as peop le to  d o  o ther 
th ings [some fun  th ings lik e  th in k  o f zany 
cap tio n s fo r Connex ions] .

D is tr ib u t io n : peop le are needed to  hand le 
the Be llingham  (M ondays) and the Seattle 
(Tuesdays) d is tr ib u t io n .

M a i l in g :  s o m e b o d y  to  take over
subscrip tion s , seeing th a t new  ones are fille d  
and exp ired  ones stopped. We can a lw ays use 
peop le  to  he lp  fo ld , stap le, labe l, and bund le  
the papers fo r  m ailing .

A ll sorts o f o ther jobs need to  be carried 
on and there are o thers w h ich  we w ou ld  lik e  
to  start if we : had m ore free energy. So fin d  
ou t how  the Passage happens bv becom ing 
part o f it. O ther benefits  are Passage d inners, 
p icn ics , baseball games and getting  to  know  a 
lo t  o f  rea lly  n ice  and rea lly  d iffe ren t people.

We meet every M onday  evening at about 
7 :3 0  P-m. at 1000  Harris Ave. on  the second 
f lo o r  above the C o m m u n ity  Foo d  Co -op  and 
the G oo d  Earth  Po tte ry  and nex t to  the 
H oneycom b  and Outrageous A u d io . See you  
there.

Northwest Passage, May 15-May 28, 1972

C O N G O  B E A T - IN  every F rid ay  a fte rnoon  
next to  Foo d  Co-op . J3 p  TA .

S L O W  P IT C H  so ftb a ll league now  
fo rm ing  fo r  greater B 'ham  area. A  la id -back 
game fo r  men and w om en. A sk  a round  
co m m u n ity  center, H p-m

P U T  Y O U R  M U S C L E  W H E R E  Y O U R  
M O U T H  IS: A n yo n e  w ill in g  and able to  he lp  
b u ild  tra ils  in Sehom e H ill A rb o re tum  is 
urged to  con tac t Ms. Jo y  K re ll, Sehome H ill 
A r b o r e tu m  C oo rd in a to r, at 676 -2921 , 
o r R oom  45 , High Street H a ll, W W SC, as 
soon as possib le.

M O R E  V O L U N T E E R S  O F  A M E R I C A  
(you & me) w ant to  he lp  som ew here? S top  
in at the W hatcom  V o lu n te e r Center, 314  E. 
H o lly , R oom  202 , 676 -8727 .

S A L A L  IS A  G O O D  O L D  H E R B :  Note 
from  Herbal T rips: exce llen t fo r a ll body  
aches and pains in c lud ing  headaches.

M U S IC IA N S  (non-com m ercia l m usic) 
If ya d ig  crazy  riffs  and a lo tta  ho t lic k s , 
Make th is the s w it c h e d  get so lid  k icks. Just 
tru ck  on dow n  the avenue, Jo in  our Sw ing  
Band, fo l lo w  th ru , 'cause man . . . it 's  a 
m e llow  groove. (A T2 -0838 , Seattle)

M A G IC  BU S: There is a fin e  stash o f my 
hom egrow n on G reyhoun d  Bus no. 7244. 
Loosen 2 screws on panel above trash can in 
to ile t. Y o u r  happy  jou rney  is taped to  the 
low er part o f the soap d ispenser.

G L A D  E V E R Y B O D Y  had a good tim e at 
the trade fa ir and  M ay Day Festiva l. C ou ld  
you  d ig  a regular flea m arke t to  sell and 
trade yo u r wares?

B O Y C O T T  the One S top  Pet Shop next 
to  C la rk 's . Suppo rt In itia tive  275. Prevent 
u n n a tu r a l  e n v ir o n m e n t s  fo r a lready 
endangered and beleaguered an im als fo r  the 
sake o f m oney and ego - enhancem ent.

C H I L D R E N  N E E D  C O M M U N IT Y  L IF E  
TO O : If you  are in terested in having you r 
c h ild  pa rtic ip a te  in the Co-op Nursery th is 
sum m er please f i l l  o u t an app lica tio n  o r call 
now . A lso , we are again desperate fo r  toys 
and s tu ff lik e  that. C a thy , D o rm  11 and 12 
Fairhaven Co llege, 676 -3021 .

R U M M A G E  S A L E  B Y  T H E  W IL L IN G  
W O R K E R S :  M ay 20 th , 9  a.m . to  4 :3 0  p.m ., 
1315  State Street.

P U T  Y O U R  M U S C L E  W H E R E  Y O U R  
M O U T H  IS: A n yo ne  w ill in g  and able to  he lp  
b u ild  tra ils  in Sehom e H ill A rb o re tum  is 
urged to  con ta c t Ms. Jo y  K re ll,  Sehom e H ill 
A rb o re tu m  C o o rd in a to r , at 676 -2921 , o r 
R oom  45 , H igh Street H a ll, W W SC, as soon 
as poss ib le . Questions and com m ents 
concern ing  the proposed a rbo re tum  are also 
w e lcom e.

A S T R O L O G E R S  T A K E  N O T E : In the 
cha rt o f  the U .S. governm ent (Asc. 13 :32  
L ib ra ) a doub le  tran s it is ta k ing  p lace; 
Uranus over Satu rn ris ing  in the firs t house, 
Satu rn over Uranus in the 8 th . U ranur over 
Saturn co in c id e d  w ith  Ch ina 's  adm iss ion  to  
the U .N . (it is now  retrog rad ing  back  across 
the same po in t); the last tim e Saturn passed 
over Uranus (and then Mars, Venus, Ju p ite r  
and the sun in the 9 th ) was du ring  WWI I, at 
a tim e w hen the war was being expanded in 
Europe. Satu rn is in exac t co n ju n c tio n  w ith  
Uranus on May 22nd , the day o f N ix o n 's  
p roposed v is it to  M oscow , and a lso o f 
p r o p o s e d  n a t i o n w i d e  a n t i - w a r  
denonstra tions. Th is pe riod  is certa in  to  
b ring  som eth ing  m ajor and unexpected , and 
may n o t be to o  p leasant. If we all m ake it 
th rough , the governm ent w ill again get som e 
unexpected  bad news !on the scale o f 
Ch ina 's U .N . V ic to ry  ce leb ra tion ) on o r 
a round  Ju ly  30 th . When s p a c e  (and the 
co lle c t ive  w ill o f  the Passage sta ff) perm its , 
both the U .S. chart and N ix o n 's  chart w ill be 
p r in ted  in the Passage. ’T il then , astro logers, 
in fo rm  the peop le by w ord  o f m outh.

J E R R Y  S O M M E R S E T H :  Thanx fo r a ray 
of hope in the prison o f  despair. NW P S ta ff.

S A U S A G E  E A T E R S :  T h e  a c t iv e
ingred ien ts o f D ra in -O  dra in  cleaner are: 
Caustic  soda, 54.20%; A lu m in u m  4.10%; and 
S O D IU M  N IT R A T E  30.45%  (and they pu t it 
in sausage to  a id  the d igestion?).
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