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H ere we go a g a in ! Two m onths into a new eolleetive and stilt 
putting out the issu es!

Out most / eeent b en e fit , i  he Sca rle t M enace <a p u b lic  fo rum  
on prostitutes rights and  the issue  of decrim in a liza tion ) , ju st 
about f i l le d  the Seattle Mane th e a tre . S ca rlo t H a rlo t ( (  a n d  
he igh ) w ow ed the e tow d  with excerp ts o f h e r one woman show , 

I  he \d\ entiu  es o f Sca rlo t H a r lo t , a de-m ystification  o f p ro s­
titu tion .

( ( ) )  ( ) l  T  fo u n d e r M a rg o  St. .fam es rapped on . as on ly M argo  
S t. .fam es can . about p ro h ib itio n istie  laws and how to change  
them . In  a television in terview  the next day . she en jo in ed  viewers 
to “ stay tunedto the Passage fo r  updates on the f ig h t  fo r  deerim i-
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nalization!" We'll try not to let her 
down.

Cookie Hunt of the Women's Coa­
lition to Stop the Green River Murders, 
talked about the sensationalized press 
coverage the murders have received 
and the fact that violence towards wo­
men is escalating. She pointed out pos­
sible connections between murder of 
prostitutes in Seattle, Vancouver, BC 
and Portland, Oregon. (A statement 
from a Vancouver, BC group—ASP, 
Alliance for the Safety of Prostitutes- 
is included in this issue on page 7; it 
arrived tod late to be presented at the 
forum.

U.W. anthropologist Debra Boyer 
talked about the Green River Murders 
special task force, and its recently ac­
quired computer. For the first couple 
years of its existence, the Task Force 
filed information about the women 
who were murdered and possible mur­
der suspects on 3x5 index cards.

Boyer told the forum audience that 
prostitution laws in this state make it 
more possible for women to be mur­
dered. She called the laws "the last 
vestiges of patriarchal controls on fe­
male sexuality," and said that the de­
criminalization of prostitution should 
be a major concern of feminists.

On October 13, another partially 
decomposed body was found and later 
identified. A few days later the Seattle 
P-t detailed speculations that the killer 
might be posing as a policeman and 
"arresting" his victims.

The Task Force lists 27 young wo­

men as official Green River Murder vic­
tims. In fact, there could be many more.

■ Most of the women on the official list 
were associated with prostitution. This 
is a fact that cannot be discounted. When 
a mother in her mid-30s who was not a 
known prostitute was put on the mur­
dered list, the media acted surprised.
Only "bad girls" are supposed to be 
Green River Murder victims, right?
Women who sell their sexuality in order 
to survive are generally considered 
"bad girls."

We feel that it is necessary to take 
the stigma out of prostitution. It is 
because of this stigma that not enough 
has been done to stop the murders. 
Prostitutes do not have the support of 
the general community. They are con­
sidered outlaws, pariahs. Perhaps this 
is why, inthe nearly three years since 
the first body was found, a psycho­
pathic killer is still onthe loose.

We urge our readers to write their 
state legislators to urge that a commit­
tee be appointed to examine prostitu­
tion laws. We ask people to call and 
write to the Seattle and King County 
councils to urge a period of amnesty 
for prostitutes until the Green River 
Murderer is caught. And we ask you 
to work with the Women's Coalition 
to Stop the Green River Murders.

As long as people are designated as 
outlaws for selling their sexual services, 
the feminist movement has a long way 
to go. It's time for us to call off our 
old tired ethics and push for the de­
criminalization of prostitution. JH/NW P

Letters
Dear Northwest Passage,

Big Mama Rag has stopped publish­
ing after 11 years of feminist journal- 
lism! Our last issue was April 1984. 
Political and personal differences 
within the collective reached the point 
where we could not continue the pro­
ject together. We hope another group 
of women will continue BMR, but 
nothing concrete has developed at 
this time.

We hope to continue keeping the 
office open for local women and 
groups to use the equipment and 
resources there. We welcome dona­
tions for this. Write to BMR, 1724 
Gaylord St., Denver, CO 80206; or 
call (303)322-2010.

Thanks for all your support over 
the years!

In  continuing struggle, 
deb luger & susanna sm ith 
Denver, CO

Editor, NWP\
In response to Jack Bugler's article, 

"Garbage: A Burning Issue" (October)
I would like to offer this commentary: 

Understandably, the term "garbage 
burner" incites thoughts of stinking 
fumes not unlike some that emanage 
from landfills or backyard barbecues. 
But an emotional opposition to a pro­
mising technology is unfair to the agen­
cies that support it and to the commu­
nity at large that has not-or will not 
—avail itself of the opportunity to 
learn more about the processes involved.

Space prohibits an adequate reply; 
however, I will say that charging pro­
moters of Refuse Fired Energy Systems 
with only profit in mind is begging the 
question.

Begin now to learn about recycling 
and revising your life styles.

M yron Harr 
Kent, WA

A nd here s Jack. . . the w riter replies.
Stinking fum es indeed! The c ity 's  

own pollu tion  sta tistics indicate a 
good deal more than a bad smell.
Many citizens, especially those in S E  
Seattle have studied the technology 
in depth and have made strenuous 
e ffo rts to dissem inate inform ation, 
som ething the C ity Engineering De­
partm ent seems rather disinclined to do.

It 's  certa in ly all right to turn a 
p ro fit on refuse disposal, but should  
that p ro fit go to corporate interests, 
or to the citizens o f the C ity? Should  
industrial developm ent bonds-public 
money—be used to increase die p ro fits  
o f already, healthy private corporations? 
Especially when technologies tike 
recycling cou ld  create three times the 
payro ll and be organized as a public, 
a worker-owned corporation o ra  
com bination o f the tw o?

I  agree with Harr that recycling is 
our best, safest and m ost econom ical 
option. B u t garbage burning as a 
prom ising technology,"com e on,

M yron, th ink again.

w_
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To the Polls in Nicaragua
by James Stack

Managua-based journalist 
William Robinson’s 

perspective of Nicaraguan 
November elections

" l do n 't know  what w ill happen in the future i f  
our conditions aren 't m et and / don 't want to say 
what we II have to do ... Those from  the outside are 
the ones who w ill decide our destiny. "

Nicaraguan "opposition leader" A rtu ro  Cruz in an 
interview  with La Prensa, August 1984.

W ith these words, Arturo Cruz issued a thinly 
veiled ultimatum to the Nicaraguan people 
as he prepared to leave Nicaragua at the end 

of August on a mission to discredit the Nov, 4 elec­
tions that he and the far-right coalition CDN had 
opted to boycott. Cruz encountered a mixture of in­
difference and hostility from the Nicaraguan people 
as he tried in vain to justify the position of the Contras 
and to organize a boycott of the country's first free 
elections in history at political rallies he held during 
August. CDN stands for Democratic National Coordin-i 
ating Body.

After two years of self-imposed exile in the United 
States, the former Nicaraguan ambassador to Wash­
ington had returned as the emissary of "those from 
outside" and his message was clear: surrender your 
sovereignty, your social and political gains, grant am­
nesty to the Somocists and hold our kind of elec­
tions, or you'll have the U .S. Marines to deal with.

For the last three years, Managua-based journalist 
William I. Robinson has been covering events surround­
ing the coming elections and other Nicaraguan affairs 
for publications such as the M onthly Review , The 
Guardian, The M ultinational M onitor, In  These Times, 
and Fron tline. He was in Seattle October 12 through 
15 as part of a 16-city tour to speak out against dis­
torted news coverage in the U.S. media of the political 
process emerging in Nicaragua, to report on the pro­
gress of preparation for the elections, and to raise 
money and donations of supplies for the Agencia 
Nueva Nicaragua (ANN), the independent but editor­
ially pro-Sandinist news agency in Managua where 
Robinson is employed as a staff reporter.

Robinson spoke to about 200 people on October 
13 at Seattle University's Pigott Auditorium and pre­
sented a slide show depicting various aspects of life 
in revolutionary Nicaragua, including a glimpse of the 
current situation along the Honduran border.

The U.S. media have portrayed Cruz and the CDN 
as the vanguard of a widespread opposition movement. 
Robinson noted that the parties comprising the CDN 
(see sidebar) could claim a cdmbined membership of 
barely 1,000. He also challenged the notion that the 
CDN had ever intended to enter the electoral arena 
in the first place. Besides not having enough support 
to mount a serious challenge at the polls, Robinson 
said that the behavior of Cruz and ultra-conservative 
allies like Mario Rappaccioli, millionaire businessman 
and leader of the private business group COSEP, and 
La Prensa editor Pedro Chamorro had confirmed the 
already popularly held belief among Nicaraguans that 
CDN was nothing more than a political front for the 
Contras seeking to overthrow the Sandinists and in­
stall a regime beholden to U.S. interests.

The Reagan administration has attempted to charac­
terize the elections as a fraudulent rubber stamp for a 
Sandinist "dictatorship." Robinson pointed out that,, 
contrary to the prevailing assumption promulgated in 
the U.S. media, the Sandinist decision to hold elec­
tions was not an eleventh-hour maneuver to curry fa­
vor with Western leaders, but rather an outgrowth of 
FSLN policy dating back to 1969. At that time the 
Sandinists declared that universal suffrage in free, 
democratic elections would form the foundation of 
a new, anti-Somocist society.

According to Robinson, even if the Sandinists 
wanted to cheat, the legal framework of the elections 
does not leave room for fraud. In accordance with the 
electoral law, all participating parties are going to re­
ceive $900,000 from the state for campaign expenses, 
and there is no restriction on raising additional funds 
either within .the country or abroad. In order to guar­
antee all parties equal .access to the media, the two 
public television channels and the 16 state radio sta­
tions are required to set aside 30 and 45 minutes re­
spectively each day for campaign ads, with the time 
to be divided equally among all parties.

In addition, voting is voluntary, secret, and by 
direct ballot. All citizens 16 and older are eligible to 
participate. Each party has the right to appoint an 
inspector at every one of the 5,700 polling centers to 
guard against irrégularités, and the votes will be count­
ed in the presence of these inspectors.

Citizens will be voting to fill the offices of pres­
ident and vice-president and all the seats in the 90- 
member National Assembly. Seven parties, ranging

from the right to the far left (see sidebar), w ill compete 
for a total of 1.5 million votes. By most accounts, the 
Sandinists are expected to win with about 80% of 
the vote.

T he November 4 elections will be a clear 
departure from the past. All previous 
elections have either been reserved for a 

minority of the propertied classes, or imposed by 
occupying U.S. marines. From the Sandinist per­
spective, the Nov. 4 elections will serve two funda­
mental objectives. First, they will institutionalize 
the revolution and provide a juridical framework 
for the new society being created. Second, they will 
defend the revolution. The Sandinists hope that 
a constitutionally elected government legitimized 
by popular vote will forestall and direct U .S. m ili­
tary intervention in Nicaragua.

By moving up the date of the elections (origin­
ally scheduled for 1985) to Nov. 4, two days before 
the U.S. elections, the Sandinists succeeded in 

outflanking both their far-right opposition and the 
Reagan administration. When the move was announcec 
Feb. 21 of this year, it set in motion a chain of 

'events that ultimately worked to discredit the CDN 
internationally if not in the U.S.

From the outset, the CDN raised several objec­
tions to the new electoral law, which all other par­
ties except the CDN helped to draft. CDN refused 
to participate in the process except on its own 
terms. It opposed the loss of legal status for parties 
not taking part in the elections, voting rights for

members of the army and militia, banning of ex- 
Somocist national guardsmen and Contra leaders 
from elections, and the regional division of repre­
sentation, which they claimed would favor the 
FSLN.

The Sandinists made some concessions, such 
as altering the system of proportional representa­
tion to favor smaller parties, increasing television 
access time for all parties, and prohibiting members 
of the armed forces from becoming candidates. But 
they rejected the CDN's preposterous demand that 
voting rights be stripped from the army and mil­
itias and granted to Contra leaders and Somocists.

By May the Supreme Electoral Council, a non­
partisan body appointed to oversee the conduct 
of the elections, announced the election timetable. 
The campaign would last less than two months and 
nominations would close at the end of June. The 
CDN objected and petitioner the Supreme Elec­
toral Council to extend the time allowed for cam­
paigning and the deadline for nominations. The 
Council granted an extension of the nomination 
deadline to July 25 and lengthened the campaign 
period to three months.

A t the end of May, the Sandinists relaxed 
certain provisions of the State of Emergency, 
which had been in effect since March 1982. In 
order to allow parties to prepare for the campaign, 
anti-government public demonstrations were per­
mitted, censorship was slackened and La Prensa 
was allowed to print strongly anti-Sandinist 

material.
Although the State of Emergency had been eased, 

the fact that it had not been lifted completely tend­
ed to cast the CDN in the role of the unfairly dis­
advantaged opposition in the eyes of many Western 
governments. But, according to Robinson, events 
accompanying Cruz's return to Nicaragua from
the U.S. on Ju ly 23 began to turn international 
opinion in the Sandinists' favor.

Upon returning from "ex ile " Cruz was greeted 
by only 300 people at Managua airport. "And half 
of them were reporters," said Robinson, who was 
present. The small turnout was particularly em­
barrassing in view of the fact that La Prensa had 
been running banner headlines for days heralding 
Cruz's triumphant homecoming.

Even prior to Cruz-'s arrival, Mario Rappaccioli 
revealed that the CDN had already decided to boy­
cott the elections. Once this was out of the bag, 
none of Cruz's feigned attempts at negotiations 
were taken seriously by Nicaraguans. After Cruz 
elevated the least-stressed demand in the CDN pro­
gram-negotiations with the Contras before sched­
uling elections-to the primary demand, and he re­
ceived the expected response from the Sandinists,

CDN announced formally that it was boycotting 
the elections.

The whole CDN charade angered many in the 
Western diplomatic community. One Western am­
bassador was recently quoted as saying, "Giving up 
the right to play the political game is like signalling 
that they are relying on the Americans to put them 
in power through invasion."

A U.S. invasion of Nicaragua may not be far off. 
Even considering the difficulty Reagan will have 
inventing a pretext for further aggression after Nov. 
6, four more years in office will give him ample time 
to find one.

Meanwhile, people can help fend o ff  d isin for­
mation in the U. S  media by helping Agencia Nueva 
Nicaragua continue to survive and dissem inate in­
form ation. A n  ongoing m aterial a id  campaign fo r 
AN N  is being conducted as a sp in o ff o f Robinson's 
tour. The 2 0 0 people a t h is Seattle U. presentation  
donated $ 1 ,5 0 0 cash. To find  ou t what AN N  needs 
and where to send it  w rite:

AN N  M aterial A id  Campaign

Seattle, WA 98114 or ca ll 721-0656.

Nicaragua’s Political Parties
Popular Action Movement—Marxist-Len- 
inist (MAP— ML): Founded in 1972 as 
split from FLSN ; some Trotskyist influ­
ence. Its armed militias fought in insur­
rection, then refused todisarm. In 1980, 
daily newspaper "E l Pueblo" confiscated 
by government and entire MAP—ML 
leadership arrested as "ultraleftists." 
Favors rapid radicalization, greater state 
role in economy, no political role for 
bourgeoisie. Presidential candidate: 
Carlos Cuadra.
Nicaraguan Communist Party (PCdeN): 
Split from PSNin 1970. Founded and 
dominated by popular leader Eli Altamir- 
ano. Hard-line Moscow tendency, but 
no official relations with Soviet CP 
Leads small but important labor union, 
CAUS, active among textile workers. 
Wants system of "workers' soviets." Pre­
sidential candidate: Allan Zambrana 
(CAUS general secretary).
Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN): Tradi­
tional Moscow-line CP, but less rigid than 
PCdeN. Led by working-class hero Do­
mingo Sanchez. Allied to FLSN in Coun­
cil of State. One faction joined FLSN in 
1978. Small but influential labor union 
(CGT—i), active among construction 
workers. Believes FSLN is necessary for 
the time being but that PSN will eventu­
ally emerge as vanguard. Presidential 
candidate: Domingo Sanchez.
Sandinist National Liberation Front 
(FSLN): Founded in 1961 as nationalist,

Marxist, anti-imperialist revolutionary 
organization. In power since 1979. 
Headed by nine-man National Director­
ate. Claims 900,000 members of Sandi- 
nista-affiliated mass organizations. Pre­
sidential candidate: Daniel Ortega (pre­
sent coordinator of governing Junta)
Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC):
A party of socialist Catholics; split from 
PSC in 1976. Allied to FSLN in Council 
of State. Led by Mauricio Diaz. Advo­
cates greater worker control through 
cooperatives. Has small trade union, 
CTN—A. Presidential candidate: Maur­
icio Diaz.
Independent Liberal Party (PLI): Foun­
ded in 1944 as split from traditional So- 
moza-controlled Liberal Party. Tradi­
tional base is support in second city 
Leon. Radical but anti-Marxist liberal 
ideology in European mainstream; mem­
ber of Liberal International. Allied to 
FSLN in Council of State until Arpil 
1984. Presidential candidate: Virgilio 
Godoy (Labor Minister until March 1984). 
Democratic Conservative Party (PCD): 
Direct descendant of traditional Conser­
vative Party, with base of support in 
third city, Granada. Split in June 1984 
over participation In elections. Now led 
by Clemente Guido and other middle- 
class professionals, who are accused by 
Right of being pro-Sandinista. PCD 
member Rafael Cordova Rivas is mem­
ber of governing Junta. Still unclear 
which of two conservative parties has

grassroots support (see PCN below). 
Presedential candidate: Clemente Guido. 
Social Christian Party (PSC): Founded 
in 1957. In mainstream of conservative 
Christian Democracy, with ideology of 

"social communltarianism." Only mem­
ber of CDN alliance with clear political 
program. Has been voice of moderation 
within CDN, though condemns FSLN as 
"communist dictators." Decision to boy­
cott elections has caused problems with 

party rank and file. Led by Adan Fletes, 
potential CDN vice-presidential candidate. 
Social Democratic Party (PSD): Founded 
in 1979 by dissident conservatives as veh­
icle for middle classes to take control of 
revolution and guide it toward European- 
style mixed economy. Not recognized 
by Socialist International. Member of 
CDN; led by CDN president Luis Rivas. 
Constitutionalist Liberal Party (PLC): 
Founded in 1967 as split from traditional 
Liberal Party. Intended to recapture old 
liberal values of "progressive capitalism"; 
now dominated by conservative interests. 
Not recognized by Liberal International. 
Led by Alfredo Reyes.
Nicaraguan Conservative Party (PCN): 
Founded as split from PCD in June 1984. 
disagreeing with PCD decision to partici­
pate in elections. Led by millionaire 
businessman Mario Rappaccioli. Identi­
fied with old creole aritstocracy and large 
landed and business interests. Not yet 
officially recognized as legal party. Domi­
nant voice in CDN.

“All previous elections have either been reserved for a minority of the 
propertied classes, or imposed by occupying U.S. Marines.”
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Rainbow
Bismarck

by Smoke Signal

U h .. .1 don't recall." These words were the bulk 
of the testimony given by FBI Agent Hodges, 
witness for the prosecution at Leonard Peltier's 
evidentiary hearing early in October in Bismarck, North 

Dakota. What came to light during the hearing was that 
Hodges, an FBI ballistics expert, had actually checked 
only seven of the 137 shell casings sent to him for 

examination. He also had never made certain of exactly 
where the evidence was being sent from. On the basis of 
this minimal effort he had gone ahead and testified before 
a grand jury (this fact was hidden until this last hearing), 
and presented the testimony that put Leonard away for 
years. FBI documents that defense attornies William 
Kuntsler and Lew Gurwitz obtained under the Freedom 
of Information Act were heavily censored and in 
addition, the FBI released only 12,000 of the 18,000 
pages in their possession, for "national security reasons." 
Nevertheless, even these documents pointed out that 
the FBI was well aware of certain facts that clearly prove 
Leonard's innocence. A glaring fact among these is that 
the firing pin on the gun connected with Leonard could 
not have fired the shells that killed the FBI agents.

The real breakthrough happened after the hearing 
ended. In the last 10 minutes the defense called into 
question the origin of the handwriting in certain crucial 
points in Agent Hodges' notes of testimony. They 
demanded that a handwriting analysis expert be called 
in to check Hodges' notes. Prosecutor Crooks and Agent 
Hodges flatly maintained that this demand was "insult­
ing and "irrelevant" and that the handwriting was only 
that of Hodges and his lab assistant. Judge Benson 
looked at the notes and argued that nothing seemed 
amiss, but would agree to a handwriting analysis if the 
defense found such a waste of time to be necessary.
The hearing was over, temporarily.

L ess than two hours later, the courtroom was 
once again filled to capacity. Agent Hodges 
had admitted that the handwriting was neither 
his nor his assistant's, thus calling into question every 

shred of testimony presented by the U.S. in this case.
You can figure out what Agent Hodges said when asked 
whose writing it was. Kunstler asked that, in the light 
of the new evidence, the hearing be continued at a later 
date. The judge agreed, so it will happen most likely 
in November.

As important as the hearing itself are some of the 
implications raised by how this particular hearing was 
conducted and the complete news blackout that accom­
panied this important chapter in the history of the U.S. 
justice system. Why was this hearing not made known 
to the nation by the media? There were representatives 
of the major networks there. Why were only three 
reporters allowed contact with Leonard, sans cameras, 
and even then for only 30 minutes? The Soviet news 
agency TASS was not allowed into the state of North 
Dakota, let alone into the courthouse. Simply the 
amount of armed force there would have been sufficient 
for national news.

A billboard in Bismarck, North Dakota

I W O  nunorea-pius people. Tor the most part Indian, 
came to North Dakota from many places to pray for 
and show solidarity with Leonard. They came to pray 
for justice. The U.S. officials came prepared for a 
major combat scenario. There were Special Weapons 
Attack Teams present on the rooftops, armed officers 
with attack dogs patrolled every floor of the Federal 
Building, and surveillance helicopters buzzed the town. 
All persons entering the courthouse were subjected to 
two searches as well as required to go through a metal 
detector at the entrance to the building and another 
metal detector before going into the courtroom.

In the courtroom alone there were 10 armed U.S. 
marshals with their eyes trained on the audience at all 
moments, as if they expected this courtroom filled with 
peaceful people—including Sioux elder women as well 
as small children—to break out in a wave of violence. 
These men were no standard security cops. They had 
the look of highly trained paramilitary goons with cold, 
set faces and the baleful stares of men whose sole func­
tion is to liquidate people. As Lew Gurwitz expressed 
in the courtroom, for the record, "This is clearly a 
precedent. These men are being trained, this hearing is 
being used as a training ground for a style of oppression 
that has never been equalled before in the American 
judicial system. It is a stain on the history of the courts. 
This kind of intimidation in a court of law is reminiscent

‘ It would have been 
Wounded Knee all 
over again.’

of pre-war Germany under Hitler."
Nonetheless, the hundreds of thousands of dollars 

being squandered on security overkill served only to 
make the peaceful supporters all the stronger in their 
mode of action. There was not space for even the small­
est departure from the attitude of prayer that was the 
main form of action, otherwise, as a Choctaw woman 
put it, "It would have been Wounded Knee all over 
again."

There was a 24-hour walking prayer vigil for the 
duration of the hearing, which lasted for three days 
and two nights. A Buddhist nun from Japan, named 
Jun-san, sat outside the Federal Building from sun-up 
to sun-down maintaining a chanting vigil. She had been 
fasting for 19 days praying for Leonard's freedom and 
was to continue fasting until after Dennis Banks' sen­
tencing, which was a few days later in South Dakota.

Every time the court adjourned a drum ceremony 
was held outside the front door of the Federal Building, 
and a Lakota medicine man led a prayer circle to the 
four directions, Grandfather Sky and Grandmother 
Earth in the traditional way. A spirit of unity prevailed 
among the different tribes. The courtroom was filled to 
capacity through every minute of the hearing.

Leonard Peltier's spirit is high. Throughout the 
hearing he had a sacred pipe on the table in front of 
him, and he often smiled and raised his fist to his friends 
in the room. They have been trying to break him in 
prison but they have not been able to do it.

To communicate with Judge Benson, write 
Judge Paul Benson, Old Federal Bldg and Courthouse, 
Fargo, ND 58102

The International Office o f the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee, 2524 16th Avenue South, Seattle, 
Washington 98144, (206) 3226261 o r322-6262 
To stay currently informed about Indian struggles read 
the newspaper C R A Z Y  HORSE SPIRIT, available free 
from the LPDC.
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Red Alert at 
Big Mountain
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Courtesy of Leonard Peltier Defense Comm.

B ig Mountain is currently in a state of red alert. 
Livestock are being impounded right off the 
range. Officials of the BIA are trespassing, 

harassing families and escalating their agenda of psych­
ological warfare on the traditional peoples of the Joint 
Use Area. The deadline for voluntary relocation is 
April 1986. The absolute mandatory deadline, when 
forced removal is expected, is July 1986.

The Elders of Big Mountain have offered effective 
nonviolent resistance to the fencing crews that come 
to divide the land, fh one recent incident, a group of 
Elders blockaded the crew and their spokesperson, 
Pauline Whitesinger, told the boss that they were pre­
pared to stand there until the people in Washington 
came and talked to them face to face. The crew backed 
off. But they will be back.

In October, the Navajo-Hopi Relocation Commission 
appropriated around $20 million dollars for 1984-1985 
from Congress. To date, more than $500 million have 
been used by the Commission.

The stress being generated by the relocation machine 
is destroying the morale and lifestyle of the Navajo. 
Stress-caused illnesses and suicides are very common. 
Traditional Hopi leaders are denouncing the relocation. 
They are not at all in agreement with tactics being em­
ployed by the "progressive" tribal councils and the U.S. 
government to erase the people from the land and free 
it up for coal and uranium development, all under the 
thin facade of a "land dispute" between the Hopi and 
the Navajo people.

The Big Mountain Legal Defense/Offense Committee 
(BMLDOC) is filing lawsuits against realtors and loan 
sharks who have taken financial advantage of relocatees. 
This defense is essential because of the high level of 
racism in the border towns and the heavy anti-Indian 
sentiment among the judges and juries. Recently, 
a Navajo man who had relocated with his 10 children 
was awarded $2 by a racist judge. The man had filed suit 
against a loan company for $72,000 because he had 
lost his home in a loan scheme. Afterwards, one of the 
jurors admitted that the all-white jury disliked Indians 
and did not like the idea of Indian children growing 
up in our communities." The entire jury had sworn 
under oath at the start of the court proceeding that 
they were unbiased. More than 50% of the relocatees 
have lost their homes to loan racketeers.

The BMLDOC is only able to afford to enact a small 
portion of their agenda of action due to lack of funding. 
All the work is voluntary, and is presently limited to 
suing on behalf of the relocatees and preparing for a 
federal lawsuit against the Relocation Commission, as 
they have amassed ample proof of the failures of the 
Commission. Lawyers from Arizona and other states 
have been meeting to put together a federal case based 
upon this evidence. Lew Gurwitz, who is a main organ­
izer of the BMLDOC as well as a defense attorney for 
Leonard Peltier, is a very dedicated and resourceful law­
yer. The BM LDOC needs help now, to prepare for the 
government and corporate onslaught that the Navajos 
face in 1986.

As of early 1985, the BMLDOC is planning to set in 
motion the initiative for the repeal of Goldwater's 1974 

ftjblic Law 93-531, the mandate for removal of the 
Indians residing in the JUA. We are in the final leg of a 
struggle that could prove to be a great humane and spir­
itual victory; or the ugliest chapter of genocide to happen 
in this land since the full-scale slaughter of Indians in the 

. 19th century. It is up to us not to let the "Long Walk 
Of The Navajos, led by Kit Carson in the last century,' 
be repeated. Hopi and Navajo traditional leaders are ' 
calling this relocation program "The Long Walk To Death" 
for the Hopi and the Navajo people.

This is not an isolated struggle. It is the eye of the 
nuclear hurricane; the front line of the energy war. It is 
also the last stand of a traditional people who are calling 
now for people to help in any way possible. The Elders 
of the Navajo and Hopi have acknowledged the positive 
energy coming from the people of the Northwest and 
are sending a messenger here, a Sundancer named Willie 
Lone Wolf, to tell us of his people's struggle and lay the 
groundwork for a journey of the Elders to the Northwest. 
Willie's mission is to speak to any groups who will listen 
and wish to help. He is deeply respected among the 
American Indian community for his Sundancing, and he 
is a traditional drummer and singer. If anyone in Seattle 
would like to hear Willie Lone Wolf, please contact NW 
Big Mountain Support Group in Olympia. He will be in 
this region around October 25 

For current information about the struggle and how  
you can help, send a donation to help with mailing costs 
(a dollar or more) to: NORTHW EST BIG MOUNTAIN  
SiP P O R T  GROUP P.O. Box 10234, Olympia, WA 
98501. If  you can, please send a donation direct to the 
BMLDOC. They are working hard with very few resourc­
es: BIG  MOUNTAIN-JUA LEG A L D EFEN SE/O FFEN SE  
CO M M ITTEE, 124 N San Francisco St., Flagstaff, A Z  
86001. (602) 774-6923.



Whose Recovery? Ilfs A Rich Man’s
According to Reagan, “profit is our 
most important product”

by Paul Stanbery

When Ronald Reagan claims 
Franklin Roosevelt was his 
idol, he's not just whistling 

the theme from The High and the 
M ighty. The only way he was able to 
lift this country out of the Depression 
that two years of Reaganomics created 
between 1981 and 1983 was the biggest 
handout scheme in U.S. history. Except 
that Reagan handouts aren't for the 
laid-off laborer in the food bank lines;

the most isolated North Americans. 
Americans bought electric appliances, 
began using cosmetics and new hygiene 
products, adapted to new patterns of 
food distribution, energy consumption, 
and transport.

But, far from exhausting U.S. pro­
ductive capacity, domestic markets 
were soon satiated and, as the 1920s 
drew to a close, it was the diminished 
profitability of U.S. industry and the 
snowballing unemployment that resul­
ted (far more than such superficial 
symptoms as the stock market crash 
and the great credit contraction of the

they're part of a giant-sized relief pro­
gram for large corporations that has 
merely coincidental benefits to the 
national defense of the Republic.

And, as national defense, the program 
is dangerously inappropriate. The U.S. 
lacks what Kennedy's New Frontier 
people called "flexible response" (i.e. 
military alternatives short of atomic 
bombardment) to conventional Soviet 
offensives like the Hungarian, Czech 
and Afgan invasions. Yet the Reagan 
administration keeps investing in com­
plicated superweapons systems, most 
of which will have to be scrapped if 
disarmament negotiations ever succeed. 
Is it defense the Reaganites are really 
trying for?

WHOSE R EC O V ER Y ?
Conservatives have been saying for 

years it was only the military buildup 
for World War II that lifted the U.S. 
out of the Great Depression. So Rea­
gan's advisers knew exactly what to do 
when their Reaganomics experiment 
fell flat on its face. They had managed 
to get a Congress disoriented by astound­
ing Conservative membership gains in 
the 1980 elections to approve across- 
the-board spending cutbacks.

And we got to see the U.S. economy 
collapse like a house of cards as a result. 
Reaganomics provided impressive, al­
most laboratory-certain proof of the 
neo-Keynesian hypothesis that govern­
ment spending is necessary to support 
full-employment capitalism. All we . 
need to do is look back into history to 
see that the main problem with the 
U.S. economy, far from the lack of 
productivity decried by those hungry 
for quick profits, is that it has been 
too productive ever since the First 
World War. More goods are dumped 
into the marketplace than U.S. con­
sumers can purchase.

P R O D U C T IV ITY  V S . 
PU RCH A SE POW ER

After supplying material for four 
years of Europe's first global war, U.S. 
industry—with the aid of newspapers, 
profusely photo-illustrated magazines, 
and the new media of radio and motion 
pictures—created a vision of home life 
that transformed the lifestyle of all but

early 30s) that brought on the Great 
Depression.

R A V A G IN G  F E D E R A L  
F ISC A L P O LIC Y

When Reagan came into office and 
began to prune government spending, 
he wanted to accompany his budget­
cutting with substantial taxcuts for 
the well-to-do that would, presumably, 
allow more consumption by the private 
sector to make up for lost government 
markets. Unfortunately, those cuts 
that did win Congressional approval 
embodied the "trickle-down" theory, 
a Reaganomics cornerstone postulating 
that when you give money to the rich, 
they spend it on things made by the 
poor. This theory, of course, runs 
entirely counter to the teachings of 
economic history. Experience sup­
ports a "trickle-up" theory: that any 
money the poor get eventually ends 
up in the hands of the rich.

But Reagan's administrators cut pro­
gram after program and the result was 
nationwide financial disaster. The 
President had only ended up doing to 
the country what he had done to 
California as its governor: ravage gov­
ernment fiscal policy while posing as 
its savior. The rich spent the refunds 
but on new investments. Small and 
moderate-sized businesses, whose pro­
prietors comprised Reagan's most ard­
ent supporters, were left floundering 
for lack of either government or con­
sumer markets; their control became 
increasingly concentrated in the hands 
of centralized financial interests. Fin­
ancing the biggest peacetime military 
buildup in American history-coupled 
with the typically lower tax revenues 
produced by a Depression—has given 
the U.S.A. a national indebtedness 
that dwarfs anything in the past.

It should be no surprise, with such 
incredible government largesse behind 
it—greater than any spending program 
the Democrats would have dared spon­
sor—that the nations's economy seems 
to show signs of recovery. Reagan's 
most impressive accomplishment has 
been to spend with an irresponsible 
profligacy that would make the most 
seasoned New Dealer blush, while 
(continued on page 18}

World
D espite a preponderance of evi­

dence to the contrary, U.S. 
political and economic leaders 

continue to trumpet an economy on 
the rise. "Are you better off now than 
you were four years ago?" Economic 
indicators show positive growth. The 
gross national product is up, interest 
rates are down. The implication is 
that you're either better off, getting 
better off, or you w ill get better off. 
And if you don't, the fault and the 
guilt lie with you.

But some of the U.S. government's 
own statistics say otherwise. And up­
ward movement from where? From 
when? According to the U.S. Depart­
ment of Labor, Federal Home Loan 
Bank and the Department of Commerce:

Jan. '81
Employment

(civilian, seasonally adjusted)
Number of unemployed 7.847 8.543

(in millions)
Number of "discouraged" workers 

benefits expired, no longer looking

July '84

(in millions) 1.25
Overall unemployment 7.4%
Nonwhite unemploym't 12.9%

Wages
Average weekly take-home 

(in 1967 dollars) $184.83
Average weekly take-home 

(in current dollars) $213.96

Prices
Consumer Price Index $260.5 

(all items)
Increase from previous 11.7% 

year

Interest Rates
Prime interest rate 20%
Difference between interest 

and inflation 9%
Mortgage rate 13.26%

1.35
7.5%
16.9%

$175.76

$297.72

$311.7 

4.1%

13%

9%
14%

Additionally, the negative balance 
of trade and the federal budget deficit 
have increased four to six times in the 
last four years. However, profits for 
U.S. corporations have increased by an 
average of 27%.

TH E R ICH  G E T . . . .
The suggestion that the economy 

is better for individuals ignores the 
historical realities of the U.S. economy: 
realities of wealth, privilege and power, 
usually inherited, concentrated in the 
top 2% of the population, with a trickle-

fer of income from the middle classes 
and the poor to the already rich.

C LO SER  TO  TH E GROUND
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that 

one out of three citizens received some 
form of government assistance last year. 
Programs based on income (Social Se­
curity, unemployment. Medicare) helped 
one in five, while those based on need 
(food stamps, Medicaid, Aid to Families 
With Dependent Children) helped al­
most 20%. Average monthly family, 
income from all sources is $ 1,747 for 
whites, $1,231 for Hispanics and $1,076 
for blacks. Households headed by wo­
men with children averaged only $795 
per month.

Women and nonwhites have been 
especially hard hit by the Reagan "Re­
covery." The movement of women 
into so-called nontraditional jobs has 
decelerated. The chance for women 
entering the workforce as clerical work­
ers has increased from 25% in 1950 to 
33.3% in 1980. Women's average in­

comes continue to lag: in 1955 women 
workers earned 64 cents to every dollar 
earned by men; today women earn 59 
cents. And 6,236,000 households are 
now headed by women with children 
under 18.

Black families with one working 
parent have averaged a $2,000 loss in 
disposable income in the last four years. 
The "official" level of poverty in the 
black community is nearly 26%-the 
highest since 1966 when the data was 
first available. Long-term unemploy­
ment (six months and longer) among 
blacks has risen by 72% since 1981, 
compared to a 1.5% rise among whites.
The overall "official" poverty rate is 
up to 15.2%—more than 35 million 
people are now "officially" poor. Pov­
erty rates for people 15 and older are: 

Black women 35.8%
Black men 23.8%
White women 12.0%
White men 8.8%

NEW JO BS "D IS/JP P EA R "
Despite a slower population growth 

than that of the non-industrial countries, 
the U.S. population will increase by 30% 
by the end of the century. Washington 
state has one of the highest population 
growth rates in the country, and one of 
the most rapidly deteriorating econo­
mies. The state's basic industries are 
suffering—or are they?

Certainly employment is decreasing

A volcano of statistics spells out 
the disaster of the economy and 
highlights the growing gap 
between the top 20 and the other 
80 percent.

down that ends with the top 20%. The 
Federal Reserve Board and six other 
federal agencies are examining how 
wealth is distributed among the popu­
lation. Their preliminary findings:

The top 2% of families—earnings of 
$100,000 or more—control 30% of all 
financial assets. These families own 
50% of all privately owned stock, 71% 
of all tax-free bonds, and 20% of U.S. 
real estate. They also control 39% of 
all taxable bonds. (We're talking fami­
lies, not corporations.)

The Urban Institute reports that 
over the last four years the top 20% 
of income-earning families has increased 
its disposable income by 2%. The sec­
ond highest 20% of income-earning 
families has stayed even with inflation. 
The remaining 60% of U.S. families has 
seen real disposable income decline by 
2%. This represents a $25 billion trans-

rapidly. The ASARCO smelter in Taco­
ma will soon shut down (500 jobs gone); 
local steel manufacturers are selling out 
(Bethlehem—300 jobs could be lost) or 
going out of business (Leckenby-275 
jobs gone, Isaacson Steel closed last 
year). The aluminum industry is sliding 
downhill despite consumer-subsidized 
low-cost electricity. ALCOA and Kaiser 
have already laid off more than 350 
workers in the last year. ARCO and 
Martin Marietta will be leaving the busi­
ness in Washington, leaving the fate of 
hundreds of jobs up in the ozone.

The local shipbuilding industry is 
sinking fast. Todd Shipyards, Lock­
heed Shipbuilding, in Seattle, and Ta­

coma Boat will drop 1,500 jobs by the 
end of this year. Todd and Lockheed 
have already laid off more than 4,000 
workers since 1982. The timber indus- 
(continued on page 18}
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The Philippines: 
the Gathering 

Storm .
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by Erica Goldstein
"We love you r com m itm ent to demo­

cratic principles. " -U . S. Vice Pres. 
George Bush toasting Philippines 
President Marcos, Manila, 1982

O' n August 21, 1983, former 
Philippine Senator Benigno 
Aquino was assassinated as 

he descended from the airplane return­
ing him to Manila. While most Amer­
icans had been unaware of events in 
America's former colony halfway 
around the world. Stephen Solarz 
(D-NY), who chairs the House Sub­
committee on Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, summed up the situation:
"The Philippines is heading straight 
toward a political and economic 
disaster. This is another Vietnam 
waiting to happen.''

The roots of the crisis run deep- 
far beyond the drama of August 21. 
Aquino's return from exile was a 
timely response to a situation demand­
ing drastic changes in the policies and 
the leadership of the government. Of 
his murder, oppositionist Luis Villa- 
fuerte, a former trade minister under 
Marcos, explained, "The Aquino 
assassination merely exploded sooner 
what would have happened later.
The fundamental causes of the crisis 
were already in place.''

T E E T E R IN G  E C O N O M Y
The Philippines has one of the 

developing world's largest foreign 
debts (more than $26 billion) and the 
lowest investment efficiency in South-

east Asia. Unemployment exceeds 
30% and inflation averages 50%. Even 
prior to the Aquino assassination, the 
country's economy was in serious 
trouble. A  recent study by economists 
at the University of the Philippines 
challenges Marcos regime claims that 
the current economic chaos is due to 
"external difficulties" or that it is a 
byproduct of the assassination, finding 
the causes instead in the regime's pol­
itical and economic policies. In parti­
cular, the study criticizes nonproduc­
tive outlay, the use of government 
connections for private gain, and 
overreliance on foreign loans. It also 
stresses that the economic problems 
require political solutions.

The parties to the unfolding poli­
tical confrontation are the repressive 
Marcos regime; an opposition move­
ment, which grows ever broader, 
stronger, and more militant; and the 
United States, off center stage but 
equally important.

When the U.S. granted independence 
to its colony in 1946, it insisted on the 
enactment of laws allowing special 
privileges to U.S.-owned companies, 
to the detriment of domestic ones.
The Philippine economy has been 
profoundly impaired as a result.

But the most important of U.S. 
interests are military. Clark A ir Force 
Base and Subic Naval Base secure air 
and sea lanes in the western Pacific.
They also provide logistical support 
for U.S. forces in the Indian Ocean 
and the Persian Gulf. These bases are 
considered irreplaceable by prominent 
U.S. military experts.

These factors make political instab­

ility in the Philippines a major U.S. 
concern. Prior to the Aquino assassin­
ation, the U.S. had consistantly sup­
ported Marcos—Carter as well as Reagan. 
The feeling of the State Department 
and the CIA was that Marcos had so 
effectively destroyed the power and 
popularity of the elite opposition by 
the late 1970s that he was the only 
effective protector against the increas­
ingly organized and militant left and 
thus the only reliable guardian of the 
U.S. bases and company interests.

P O LIT IC A L S T R IF E
The traditional opposition group 

of capitalist politicians including 
Aquino had been squeezed out of 
power by the imposition of martial 
law in 1972 and the consolidation of 
Marcos' personal power in the subse­
quent decade. Following the assassin­
ation of one of its most well-known 
and well-respected members, large 
numbers of.the elite opposition have 
moved to join forces with other parts 
of the anti-Marcos trend.

The nation's business and profes­
sional sectors, primed by the deepening 
economic crisis, have joined the oppo­
sition movement too in the wake of 
the Aquino murder.

Another sector increasingly active 
in the opposition is the Catholic Church. 
More than 87% of the 52 million

the Aquino assassination; and outline 
a clear and reasonable plan for presi­
dential succession. Were these demands 
met by Marcos?

The May 14 elections were marred 
by voting fraud and abundant violence 
against the opposition and its candi­
dates. Despite the fact that it is illegal 
not to vote, 20 to 40% of the people 
boycotted the elections, in response 
to the call of the more militant segment 
of the opposition. Still, the participa­
ting group of the opposition won 60 
of the 180 seats in the National Assem­
bly. These factors and Marcos' violent 
response to post-election demonstra­
tions served to further undermine his 
credibility and to make the elections 
a 1096 for him.

The establishment of the Agrava 
Commission to investigate Aquino's 
murder was marred by the resignation 
and dissolution of two previous com­
missions with the same task, and by 
serious questions from the outset 
about its impartiality and its ability 
to get to the truth about the assassin­
ation. Although the Commission still 
hasn't announced its findings as of 
this writing, it is unlikely that a com­
plete explanation of the events will 
ever be made public.

And finally, the regime has not 
meaningfully addressed the demand to 
structure presidential succession.

“Prior to the Aquino assassinationf the U.S. 
had consistently supported M arcos-Carter 
as well as Reagan.”

Filipinos are Catholic, and the Church's 
influence in society is strong. It has 
been increasingly outspoken in calling 
the regime to task for the.deterioration 
of economy and society. The growing 
number of arrests of priests, nuns and 
lay workers on charges of subversion and 
and rebellion has added tensions to 
relations between regime and Church. 
Cardinal Sin, leader of the Philippine 
Church, has issued pastoral letters 
calling for the end of military atrocities 
and U.S. military aid, and recently went 
public in urging participation in peace­
ful anti-government demonstrations.

Organizations among the Left include 
those of trade unions, students, teachers, 
women; groups organized in direct re­
sponse to the Aquino murder (Justice 
for Aquino, Justice for A ll-JA JA ;
August Twenty-One Movement—
ATOM); the Communist Party of the 
Philippines; and the national Demo­
cratic Front (NDF), an umbrella org­
anization of legal, semi legal and 
underground organizations of youth, 
teachers, peasants and workers.

These groups, with subsequent new 
ones spawned by campaigning for the 
May 1984 legislative elections (see 
below), formed the Coalition for the 
Restoration of Democracy (CORD), 
now a major unit of the opposition 
to Marcos as it formulates plans for 
the transition from dictatorship to 
democracy. The main points of its 
program are the resignation of Marcos 
and his cabinet; a transitional govern­
ment; the drafting of a new constitu­
tion to be submitted to the people for 
approval; genuinely democratic general 
elections as soon as possible; the release 
of all political prisoners; and the full 
restoration of democratic rights.

T H E  N EW  S T A G E  O F  
A N T I- M A R C O S  A C T IV IT Y
The aftermath of the Aquino 

murder has thrust the United States 
onto a precarious perch. The erosion 
of the credibility of the Marcos regime, 
the increasing strength and militance of 
the opposition movement, and the 
deterioration of the economy have 
compelled a shift in U .S. diplomatic 
posture. A concrete expression of this 
was the cancellation of Reagan’s pro­
posed trip to the Philippines in Novem­
ber 1983. In addition, the U .S. Con­
gress placed three demands on the 
Marcos regime: hold elections for 
representatives to the National Assem­
bly; fully and impartially investigate

U .S . IN A  JAM
The deficient response to the 

demands of the U.S. Congress hardly 
deters Reagan's support of Marcos.
It does, however, aggravate dissent 
in Congress and the State Department 
about the U.S.'s response in turn.

Try harder to make Marcos milder? 
Some analysts argue that U.S. interests 
are "hostage" to him because of the 
military bases. But Marcos is losing 
control, the polarization of Philippine 
society gets more extreme, and the 
power and appeal of the more militant 
anti-U.S. forces of the opposition 
continue.; to rise. This growth is also 
seen in the guerrilla war waged by the 
Communist Party's military arm, the 
New People’s Army (NPA), which has 
gone from an estimated 8,000 in 1980 
to about 20,000 now.

Disengage from Marcos? The push 
towards true democracy in the Phil­
ippines contradicts U.S. interests.
What demands for democracy the U.S. 
can support are cosmetic. Parallels to 
Nicaragua and Iran are obvious as the 
U.S. continues supporting an ever 
more isolated and repressive dictator 
while speaking of democracy and 
human rights. Members of the U.S. 
Congress and the Reagan Administra­
tion are well aware of these parallels, 
which contribute to their anxiety as 
the U.S. government once again backs 
itself into a corner for a doomed cause.

ment's attempts to curtail Marcos' dic­
tatorial powers, Ha can still arrest any 
person whom he chooses without char«

Act. The bolstering of his political pow-

stitution has given him the power to 
single-handedly enact legislation,

The elections may have presented a

as a prerequisite to the establishment

pines. For more information contact

Coalition Against the Marcos Dictator­
ship, P.Q Sox 14302, Seattle, WA
»114 .



We’re N ot AU 
H appy H ookers
from ASP

P rostitution is not the glamor­
ous and exciting profession 
society and even some prosti­

tutes' rights groups would have you 
believe. Prostitution is hard and 
dangerous work and we women who 
do it are among the most vulnerable, 
oppressed and exploited of all women. 
The statistics speak for themselves: 
*60% are single mothers (living below 
the poverty line)
*50% are women of color (in Vancou­
ver)
*80% have been sexually assaulted as 
children
*one in four women is raped sometime 
in her life—prostitutes are raped an 
average of 10 times a year 
*13% of adult women, at sometime 
in their life, have had to turn to pro­
stitution for money to survive 

Prostitution is indeed a very sad 
reflection of the limited opportunities 
open to women in this society, and 
until we live in an egalitarian one— 
where women have equal access to 
the opportunities that men have- 
more and more women will continue 
to be forced into prostitution. Fur­
thermore, pimping, not prostitution, 
is the oldest profession, as men created 
the situation by which women had to 
prostitute themselves.

In the last 10 years the women's 
liberation movement has gained con­
siderable ground. Criminal sanctions 
against prostitutes is one of the ways 
the government is usurping those 
rights we have fought so hard for, and 
keeping women in "their" place and 
under control. It also perpetuates the 
whore/madonna dichotomy, as men 
get to define what constitutes a 'bad' 
woman or a 'good' one. Unfortunate­
ly, women who try to retain the 
madonna status by not supporting 
the 'bad' women do not realize that 
they too can be labelled 'bad' women 
anytime men choose to do so.

As prostitutes and women, we have 
to fight back and challenge some 
dangerous myths.

myth: Prostitutes make lots of money, 
fact: The reality is the prostitutes who

do earn a good living are the exception 
and not the rule.

myth: All prostitutes are junkies or 
alcoholics.
fact: Prostitutes use drugs or alcohol 
to alleviate stress on the job. They 
use no more or less than the business­
man who has several martinis at lunch 
and after work, or the housewife who 
uses valium and alcohol to cope.

myth: All prostitutes have pimps, 
fact: Prostitutes and pimps are allies 
only in the sense that they are both 
seen as social pariahs. Fact is that

natives, fine and jail us.
myth: Prostitution is a choice, 
fact: For most of us prostitution is 
our only option. The word "choice" 
would imply there are other options 
available, when there are not. Por 
most of us, prostitution is a decision— 
a last resort—and we resent white 
middle-class women who enter the 
profession and who have other options 
saying it is a choice and how they like 
it and wouldn't do anything else. For 
them it is a choice but for most of us 
it certainly is not

By perpetuating the happy hooker 
image, these women sell out the street 
prostitutes, and reinforce all the harm­
ful and dangerous myths that groups 
like ours are working so hard to dispel. 
They create an image that prostitution 
is exciting, fun, glamorous, nurturing, 
helping men with sexual hangups, and 
very profitable. They even have the 
nerve to say that being a prostitute

many prostitutes do not have pimps.

myth: Prostitution is immoral and 
therefore a moral issue, 
fact: Prostitution is an economic 
and human rights issue. To be a 
prostitute is to be stripped of all 
human and civil rights. What is 
immoral is a government and society 
that create the conditions by which 
many women and children have no­
where left but the streets, and then 
turns its back on them. What is 
immoral is a government and society 
that turn women and children into 
whores and thieves in order to survive, 
and instead of working on viable alter-

enhances one's love life! Believe me,
I have been a prostitute for 20 years 
and spent a great deal of that time 
celibate due to the fact that working 
as a prostitute really messed up my 
sexuality.

That working (prostitution) is in 
fact even sexual for prostitutes is in 
question. A woman's sexual identity 
is still dominated by the concept of 
"being in demand" or "appealing," 
as defined by males.

We've never thought of prostitutes 
as nurturers or healers—what a prepost­
erous idea! The women we talk to on 
the street share this view. The trick is 
on a power trip—he buys you and he

gets to call the shots. If he rapes, 
assaults or robs you, you usually have 
no legal recourse. So we do not see 
being a prostitute as taking on one's 
full sexual power or being in control, 
because ultimately the man has it all.

We think that those who perpetuate 
all the happy hooker myths/images 
are doing us all a great disservice. It 
is too bad that their sensationalism is 
what draws media, and is what the 
media reports to the public. We don't 
want to portray prostitutes as pathetic, 
helpless victims. The fact is, we are 
victims in the sense that all women 
are oppressed, but some of us are more 
oppressed than others and prostitutes 
are some of the most oppressed of all 
women.

Decriminalization (abolition of all 
laws regarding prostitution) is one way 
to allow women some autonomy over 
their lives, such as working hours and 
conditions. We are totally against 
zoning areas, legalization or tender­
loin or red-light areas, or any criminal 
sanctions. All of the above make the 
government/men the biggest pimps of 
all and serve only to keep women 
under the thumbs of men. Where 
there is legalized prostitution, the 
conditions for the women are tanta­
mount to slavery, as is the case in 
Nevada and the Mustang Ranch.

Decriminalization would allow 
women to advertise freely, work out 
of their homes, work in bars and 
lounges again, form collectives (houses) 
where the house is licensed as a busi­
ness rather than the women. Decrim­
inalization certainly would take most 
prostitutes off the streets. Women 
would be safer working with each 
other in a common area.

Decriminalization in itself is not a 
complete answer without other vital 
steps being taken, such as: increased 
welfare rates; iocorporation of sexual- 
abuse and incest-awareness programs 
in the school system; safe houses for 
runaways; more street workers; more 
daycare; more affordable and decent 
housing; more job training; equal pay 
for work of equal value; education of 
people who work with prostitutes and 
juveniles (police, social workers, 
teachers, etc.).

Social attitude changes are needed 
but, unfortunately, while you can 
enact laws, you can't legislate attitudes, 
for The Alliance for the Safety of 
Prostitutes, Sally deQuadros and 
Marie Arrington
For another point of view, see pg. 18.

GOOD LUCK, AND I HOPE YOU MAKE A LOTTA MONEY

(This poem is dedicated to the safety and wellbeing of the women who 
work at Hong Kong, Aiko’s, Yoko’s and Lilac Saigon in the Tenderloin.)

If there s one thing I know, it’s that I definitely don’t wanna go back 
to work in the Tenderloin.
I don’t care how good the money is.
I don’t care that the tourist customers pay over a hundred for a half 
and half.
I don’t care if I could be making three hundred a night.
I won’t work at night. Night girls fight. I’m a day girl.
I don t wanna go back and work at 467 O’Farrell Street where I was 
raped on August 7, 1979 by two black punks with a knife and couldn’ 
bring myself to call the police. J
I don’t wanna suppress my fear.
I don’t wanna be a victim.
I don’t wanna be raped again.
I don’t wanna live the fast life. ——
I don’t care how much you paid at Magnin’s for your creme-colored 
high-heeled boots. They make you look like you’re gonna fall down.
I don’t wanna spend my money on last year’s shop-lifted silk blouses 
and slit skirts that the junkie booster brings around.
I don’t wanna cook chicken in the sauna and rice in the electric 
pressure cooker and eat on the floor anymore, even though it was good 
and we came to know and love each other.
I don’t wanna avoid discussing anything too personal.
I don’t wanna lie about how much I make.
I don’t wanna be ashamed of doing twenty dollar blow jobs.
I don’t wanna refer to myself as a masseuse.
I don’t wanna smoke dope and watch you return from the bathroom 
stumbling on junk.

I don’t wanna pretend I don’t see the bruises your boyfriend gives you.
I don’t wanna be the one who never gets picked.
I don’t wanna know what I’m worth.
I don’t like it when cockroaches crawl on my customers.
I don’t wanna fuck poor men with anti-social looks on their faces.
I don’t care how much money you say you make.
I like you. I mean, I like some of you.
But I don’t feel safe. Don’t blame me for leaving.
I have to move up. I’m going to wotk in the financial district.

—Carol Leigh
(Reprinted with permission from “Autobiography of a Whore,’’-copy­
right 1983, Carol Leigh.)
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IT’S ABOUT TIME
women’s book cente»-

524] University NE

periodicals
posters

books
records

topes
525-0999'

Celebrate
Circulation!
at N EW  S E A T T LE  M A S S A G E

Swedish Massage • Shiatsu • Reflexology 
Call 632-5074 for an appointment.

Open seven days a week.

4214 U n iversity W ay N .E .
Gift Certificates Available

Exp lore  the A lternative -En jo y  the tim e and m oney spent getting there

■

A laska, San Fran ., Los Angeles, East Coast... San Francisco  Hom e O ffice
. * _______ (415) 285-2441 or

Baha C alifo rn ia  $299  for 2 w eeks!!! 1-800-227-4766

P u e r t a
y.*:-

ms
m

Mexican 
R e s t a u r a n t
A u th e n tic  M exican  F ood

open Monday through Saturday 
11:30 am to 8 :45 pm 

Corner of Pike & 10th

Orders To Go

• NOW S E R V IN G  C O C K T A IL S  •

\
I WISH I WAS vk  
DEEP INSTEAD 
OF JUST MACHO/

/

nt>

Left Bank Books
92 - Pike St., 622-0195

A.K.A. Books
5519 - University Way N.E., 522-8864

y  y p & n f  A f a r j f s * / * : y ,

cause
celebre

cafe
5 2 #  *

/ x m z / n a r iz  / ¿ ¿ *

< y & 2 V 7 , K Ä 7

/ o ¿ ? ó 4 / h  7 t e - & r  / a j/ y  ¿ a v . f

Graphic A pts Camerawork

• Typesetting •
PMT's • Halftones • Film Negatives • Reverses 
Film Positives for Silkscreening • Velox Prints 

Special Effect Halftones • Posterizations

Fast Turnaround • High Q uality • G reat A dvice 
10% D iscount fo r Good C auses 

★ ★ ★  Friend ly Fo lks

Typographies
500 Terminal Sales Bldg V1932 - 1st Ave. (at Virginia) 
Located near north end of Public Market 623-9820 ■
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pŜ  'H® ôO®
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rî !
^\0^

*se.^ V 1 '.<<'•

>°9

,ífÁ '*Sí

*&!*&**'

4 ß ? > '

’ VÍ'C' V“

.<

v^6 '
&1 * ¿3S&**•

W 5 ^b ' -̂ \ô  . <e*
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F 7-11 am

Confessions o f a
by Melissa Laird Caffeine Addict

When I took my six-week old son 
into a naturopath clinic, I told 

the two student clinicians that he was 
suffering from colic. We discussed 
the foods that can add to gas pains 
in children: cabbage family vegetables, 
eggs, milk, chocolate, tomatoes, and 
pickles. I told them I had eliminated 
these almost totally from my diet.

The clinicians gave me the glassy 
tolerant stares of nurses in a psych- 
ward, looking nervously at my son 
who hadn't started crying in spite of 
their stethoscopes, pulse-taking and 
undressing. The muscular doctor 
dressed in a long Indian dress marched 
in and boomed, "Well, what are you 
eating?"

I repeated that the only thing on 
the list that I still ate was about a 
cup of goats' milk in the morning on 
cereal. "Oh, and coffee in the morn­
ing."

"Coffee?" she said, the blood 
rushing to her face. "The caffeine 
can get into the breast milk!" she 
snapped, looking about as calm as a 
sociologist at a child abuse conference.

"Well, it's only a cup a day," I lied.
I usually drank at least two strong 
cups each morning. "When I cut it 
out, it didn't seem to make much 
difference," I said, weakly. Cutting 
it out had amounted to one day when 
I drank one cup instead of two.

"Usually it's one food that causes 
colic in young babies," she said ration­
ally. "Though I don't see why he has 
colic only at night when you drink 
coffee in the mornings."

The clinicians shuffled papers, 
suggesting that perhaps soy products 
were making the breast milk too strong. 
My son started to holler, having been 
ignored during the discussion. One

of the clinicians adjusted the lighting.
"That's how he sounds in the 

evening when he has colic, only it lasts 
three or four hours," I said. I began to 
question how much time drinking 
coffee was really saving me—not to 
mention that I didn't want my baby 
to suffer.

my name on the official coffee list 
about 15 minutes after my job started. 
Being on the coffee list meant you did 
didn't have to pay every time you took 
a cup of coffee—you just put an "X"  
by your name. Every couple of weeks 
you got a bill for 15 cents times the 
number of X's. I was one of the 
biggest users, though I considered 
myself more health-conscious than 
most of the booze-drinking, capillary 
broken, meat-eating staff on the floor. 
Looking at the tallies of X's, I thought

I always thought that caffeine 
mobilized my typewriter and was the 
fire behind my literary career, though 
as yet nonprofit and unpublished. 
After all, Salinger mentions all-night 
coffee binges during his best passages. 
And Dylan's "One More Cup of 
Coffee" was, I thought, one of his 
best songs. Everyone knows about 
Coleridge and his opium. Surely the 
drugs had nothing to do with why 
these guys ran out of juice for writing.

Besides, coffee gave me the edge 
if before 9:00am I got calls from a 
collection agency. I'd be prepared 
with "The family you want is in Tierra 
del Fuego. I'm just housesitting."

When I worked on one of the teach­
ing floors of University Hospital, I got

to myself, 'you mean some of them 
go for a whole day without a cup?'

One day a woman crossed her name 
off the list and wrote, "I took the 
pledge!" Someone else wrote, in the 
high-consciousness fashion of the 
place, "What pledge? The blind 
lemon?" Then the price went up to 
20 cents a cup. Fewer X's were being 
put on the chart, and more people 
started taking the pledge. But a few 
of us loyalists kept hanging on.

At Thanksgiving break, before I 
became pregnant with our son, it was 
time for our four-day fast. We would 
be drinking only juices and water and 
eating no food. While fasting, many 
people deal with visions of spaghetti 
or chow mein or whatever their favor-

ite dishes happen to be for the first 
couple of days. Not me. Visions of 
coffee cups danced through my head 
the whole four days. When I broke 
the fast and drank a cappuccino, I 
felt like an alien being had injected a 
foreign stimulant into my DNA code.
I was ready to take on the whole 
world—standing still, of course. Like 
the speed freak who took an exam.
She wrote all the essay questions in 
thorough detail with time to spare.
But she forgot to spread her hand­
writing along the page. At the end 
of the two-hour exam period, one 
thick spot of black ink the size of a 
dime decorated the empty blue book.

After eating food again, I readjusted 
to coffee. After all, coffee is a cheap 
and legal drug and booze is not inspir­
ing to me. Coffee must be good, I 
thought. I've been drinking it for 
half my life and my parents turned 
me on.

The clinicians weighed the baby 
and the doctor declared him in good 
health—except for the mysterious 
colic. 'Try our homeopathic remedy- 
chamomile tablets. If he's not over it 
in a week, give us a call. Oh—and 
you'll have to give up coffee since 
caffeine is an antidote to homéo­
pathies."

The next day I cold-turkeyed, 
experiencing a pounding headache 
all day that I later found out accom­
panies caffeine withdrawal. In a few 
days our baby was almost colic-free. 
After a couple weeks, I discovered 
a morning rush through exercise 
and found that I could still type a 
complete sentence without caffeine.
I've stopped having anxiety attacks 
thinking that when the phone rings, 
it's going to be a collection agent. It 
turns out that if you remember to 
put the stamps on and mail them, 
most of the bills get there in time.

Not only that: it is still wonderful 
to see my son's smiling face and know 
that he got me to take the pledge.

MORNINGTOWN
9am —Midnight

T u e s-Sun.

JENNIFER HALL,

325-4225
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World Briefs

Sahara War Simmers
Despite New York Times reports 

hailing the imminent defeat of the 
Polisario Liberation Front in the 
Western Sahara (former Spanish col­
ony) at the hands of Moroccan im­
perialism, the war continues unabated. 
The U.S. and France continue to prop 
up King Hassan's royal dictatorship 
with economic and military aid. This 
aid has facilitated completion of an­
other section of Morocco's earthen 
wall around the so-called "useful Sa­
hara" (that portion of the country 
with readily extractable minerals and 
principal population centers—pri­
marily the northern quarter of the 
country). Nevertheless, the Polisario 
reportedly engaged 30,000 Moroccan 
troops who were building the wall in 
heavy fighting.

Polisario has also renewed sea- 
launched attacks behind Moroccan 
lines and seriously damaged port fa­
cilities in the northwest. The rebent 
curious alliance between Libya and 
Morocco is being hailed in the West 
as a death blow to the diplomatic ef­
forts of the Polisario. So far, however, 
the reverse is true. The government- 
in-exile set up by the Front has re­
ceived additional diplomatic recogni­
tion this year, particularly in Africa.

For Morocco, the cost of main­
taining 100,000 troops in the Western 
Sahara is proving disastrous to the 
economy. Running a two-to-one trade 
deficit, Morocco's debt problems are 
much worse than those of the Latin 
American countries, relative to the 
size of its economy. Unrest continues 
within the country as the king attempts 
to raise food prices, curtail government 
debt and cut down consumption. With 
new loans from the World Bank, the 
IMF and commercial banks, Morocco 
faces the demands of its creditors for 
austerity and the desire of its people 
for affordable necessities.
Sources: Africa Now, Africa News,
New York Times

Canada Adds to Nuclear Weapons 
Proliferation
Canada's governmental nuclear agency 
provided technology on the reproces­
sing of spent nuclear reactor fuel- 
knowledge considered by experts to 
be the main hurdle to achieving a

nuclear bomb—to South Korean 
nuclear technicians this year, according 
to the October 14, 1984 edition of 
Sunday Morning, a weekly radio news 
show of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC). The agency 
involved. Atomic Energy of Canada, 
Limited (AECL), refused comment 
to Sunday Morning's investigator.

The information-sharing reportedly 
occured over a 12-month period end­
ing in the summer of 1984, in fulfill­
ment of South Korea's request.

Sunday Morning compared the 
incident to two during the 1970s. In 
1974, India exploded its first atomic 
bomb using materials and technology 
supplied by Canada under pledges of 
nonmilitary use. Later the French, 
again in compliance with a South 
Korean request, provided that country 
with know-how having military poten­
tial, until U.S. protests compelled 
France to halt the activity. Sunday 
Morning reported that A E C L  halted 
its technology-sharing this year "only 
after strong U.S. State Department 
protests."

Tom Cochran, the head of the Nat­
ional Resources Defense Council in 
Washington, D.C., and a physicist, 
told the CBC show that of three ele­
ments required to produce a nuclear 
bomb—plutonium production, spent- 
fuel reprocessing and competent 
bomb design—reprocessing is the most 
difficult Nuclear power plants create 
plutonium out of their uranium fuel, 
but the plutonium is too dispersed in 
the spent fuel to be usable. Spent- 
fuel reprocessing thus entails extract­
ing the plutonium.

Other experts consulted by Sunday 
Morning claimed that international 
control of nuclear proliferation is 
terribly lax and that South Korea's 
fear of U.S. abandonment is what has 
motivated its quest for "the bomb." 
South Korea, in case anybody didn't 
know it, is a major U.S. military base 
with tens of thousands of troops as 
one element of the U.S. presence.

Canada has long been involved with 
South Korea's nuclear industry, having 
sold South Korea its three commercial 
power reactors; this accounts for the 
continuous presence of South Korean 
nuclear personnel at the A EC L  facili­
ties. The CBC broadcast also noted 
that Canadian nuclear reactors are 
more copious generators of plutonium 
than those of other nuclear-industry 
nations.

—Dale Chock

•  l .

keeping them sweet: Grenadians receive US aid via task force

Grenada: Occupation and Trial
Still under U.S./Caribbean-puppet 

occupation, Grenada is now the scene 
of what promises to be a long and sen­
sational trial. In the dock are 19 peo­
ple accused of murdering Prime Minis­
ter Maurice Bishop and 11 others fol­
lowing the disastrous split in the then- 
ruling New Jewel Movement. The k ill­
ings on October 19, 1983 were used as 
a pretext in the U.S.-led invasion of 
the island on October 25, 1983. The 
degendants refused to enter pleas and 
are without legal counsel. The trial

will resume on November 1 after the 
court appoints legal representatives 
for the accused. The defendants 
claim they have been tortured in de­
tention and challenge the validity of 
the court. Although most political 
groups on the island say it's too early 
and some call for the removal of oc­
cupying forces prior to any elections, 
the U.S.-dominated interim govern­
ment has scheduled elections for a new 
government for December 3.
Sources: N Y  Tim es, M ultinational 
M onitor

by Stan Smith

Bangladesh
Hundreds of thousands of people 

flooded Dhaka, Bangladesh's capital, 
on October 14 to demand an end to 
the martial law regime headed by 
General Ershad. The political groups 
sponsoring the rallies called for an 
interim regime leading up to parlia­
mentary elections December 8. The 
groups say they will not take part in 
the elections as long as Gen. Ershad 
holds power.

Source: N Y  Times

Philippines: Repression Continues
Men in military fatigues waylaid and 
shot to death an opposition leader on 
an isolated road on October 19. The 
murder took place in front of his wife 
and three year-old child. Alexander 
Orullo, 38, was killed on the outskirts 
of Davao City, 610 miles south of 
Manila. His wife, Nenita, was found 
in a state of shock by passersby.

Orcullo, a former economics prof­
essor, was regional secretary of the 
opposition Nationalist Alliance for 
Justice, Freedom and Democracy 
(AJFD) and a director of the Coalition

of Organizations for the Restoration 
of Democracy (CORD). Both groups 
are militantly opposed to the Marcos 
regime.

A local newspaper editor said 
Orcullo had been threatened by form­
er seperatist rebels allegedly in the pay 
of the military. The local constabulary 
commander denies allegations of milit­
ary complicity.

On October 16 the lawyer who 
represents the family of the straw man 
accused by the Marcos regime of killing 
Benigno Aquino was arrested. Lupino 
Lazaro was arrested in conjunction 
with a libel suit by Eduardo Conjuang- 
co, a close associate of President 
Marcos. Lazaro had claimed in a news- 
newspaper interview that the accused 
assassin, Rolando Galman, was a "fall 
guy" for the military and had been 
taken to a home owned by Cojuangco 
two days before the murder. Conjuan- 
gco is chairman and chief executive 
of the giant San Miguel Corporation. 
Sources: AP, UPI

Chile: Dictator Jails, Then Releases 
Opponents

Seven opposition union and party 
leaders were first jailed overnight, then 
released, at the command of Chilean 
dictator General Augusto Pinochet.

The seven, and an eighth who was­
n't apprehended, had been charged 
with endangering national security for 
leading the national protest and work 
stoppage September 4 and 5. Agence 
France Presse also considered the lead­
ers' call for a general strike Oct. 30 to 
have motivated the short-lived crack­
down.

According to the Interior Minister 
Oct. 10, Pinochet ordered the with­
drawal of charges "for the sake of na­
tional unity," but warned that the re­
prieve should not be taken as a sign 
of weakness.

The September demonstrations, 
held to demand the return of democra­
cy, were brutally put down by the re­
gime at the cost of nine dead, dozens 
wounded, and about 500 arrestees. 
Sources: A P , Agence France Presse

Eritreans, Tigreans and Oromos Take 
the Offensive

Eritrea has been the scene of fierce i 
war for national liberation since 1962. 
The war was the result of a takeover 
of the former Italian colony by Ethio­
pia, which terminated a federation of 
the two forces of Eritrea after WWII. 
Despite thrseizore of power in the 
1970s by Ethiopia's leftist military, 
the war continues and has intensified.

Ethiopia, despite the military-led 
revolution that has changed the polit­
ical, economic and social landscape, 
continues to function as an Amhara 
peoples' empire state. The Amharas 
have long been dominant in Ethiopia, 
imposing their political control, lan­
guage and culture on the non-Amhara 
majority of Ethiopia's peoples.

Last year several Soviet-supported 
offensives failed to end Eritrean resist­
ance, and this year it is the Eritreans 
who are on the attack. In the first half 
of 1984, the main Eritrean liberation 
group, the Eritrean Peoples' Liberation 
Front (EPLF), has scored some aston­
ishing victories. After successes in the 
northwest early this year, the EP LF  
overran Ethiopian positions on the 
foothills along the Red Sea coastal 
plains in northeast Eritrea. A huge Ethi- 
opean buildup in this area was wiped 
out. These victories put the Eritrean 
resistance movement in control of the 
entire country, save the capital and 
one port. And these are subject to 
guerrilla attack. The EP LF  offensive 
represents the worst defeat for Ethi- 
opean forces in the 23-year war.

Saudi Arabia

Kenya

grean People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) is in control of almost the 
entire province. No Ethiopian garri­
sons in Tigre are safe from attack.
The TP LF has also assisted two other 
liberation groups opening antiregime 
fronts in Wollega and Gondar provinces.

In southern Ethiopia the Oromos, 
who make up 19 million of the coun­
try's 35 million people, have launched 
their struggle for liberation under the 
leadership of the Oromo Liberation 
Front (OLF). The O LF is active in 
four south-central provinces: Wollega, 
Sidamo, Bale and Gararghe. The O LF  
•reportedly has up to 6,000 guerrillas 
backed by a peasant militia number­
ing more than 12,000. The Ogaden 
(Hararghe) is also the scene of attacks 
by the West Somali-Abo Liberation 
Front (WSLF) backed by the Somali 
regime. Differences between the 
Oromos and the West Somalis over 
territory have made it difficult for the 
O LF to get supplies through Somalia.

Despite the promises of the mili­
tary dictatorship headed by Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, 10 years of power and 
billions of dollars in Soviet military 
aid, Ethiopia seems in worse shape 
than it was under the empire. The 
new Marxist-Leninist Ethiopian Wor­
kers Party launched and headed by 
Mengistu represents only the interests 
of the military and urban elites. Addi­
tionally, the country faces a severe 
crisis from a decade-long drought.
More than eight million people are 
directly affected by this natural disas­
ter. 1985 looks to be a critical year 
for Ethiopia's people and for the mili­
tary dictatorship headed by Mengistu, 
the present chair of the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU).

Sources: A rica  News, N ew A frican , 
A frica  Now, InterPress Service
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Navy Spies on Battleship Opponents
The Navy has begun its counterattack 
against the opponents of nuclear 
weapons in New York Harbor. The 
Navy's announcement in July 1983 
that the renovated battleship U.S.S. 
Iowa and a surface action group of 
six other warships would be based on 
Staten Island has been the focus of 
anti-military activity because the ships 
will be equipped with nuclear weapons.

Now the Navy has assigned Robert 
Allen Ravitz, a captain in the Navy 
Reserve, to spy on the opposition. 
Ravitz' initial efforts have not been 
very impressive. On June 7, he report­
ed to his control officer, Captain 
Owen J. Resweber of the Atlantic 
Fleet Command Headquarters in 
Norfolk, Virginia, that he expected 
demonstrations "this summer and 
quite probably around the visit of 
naval ships." This had never been 
discussed by any of the peace move­
ments.

Ravitz, who is a senior vice presi­
dent at the McCann-Erickson adver­
tising agency, was invited to address 
the Committee for a Nuclear-Free 
Island on September 13. The Comm­
ittee offered to make his spy mission 
easier if Ravitz would be brave . 
enough to speak to the group. The 
Committee even offered to give him 
copies of all documents and even a 
copy of the keys to the houses where 
many Committee members live. Of 
course, they wanted Ravitz to do as 
much in return. Of course, Ravitz 
never showed up.

There are now two bills before 
New York's City Council that would 
ban the entry of nuclear weapons 
and nuclear materials in the city.
The Committee for a Nuclear-Free 
Island continues to rely on two tactics: 
making the public aware of the threat 
of basing nukes in major cities, and 
gaining support from established poli­
tical figures. Already in August,.11 
members of Congress from the New 
York area wrote to the Secretary of 
the Navy demanding that he answer 
unequivocally whether or not the 
Navy intends to bring nuclear weapons 
into New York Harbor.

For more information, contact the 
Committee for a Nuclear-Free Island,
P.O. Box 509, Staten Island, N Y  
10314; (215)843-4256.

—Tom Hamilton

i

Banks Will Appeal in Custer
Dennis Banks, 47, co-founder of the 
American Indian Movement, was 
sentenced to three years in prison on 
1975 riot and assault convictions.
The charges came from a February 
6, 1973 clash between demonstrators 
and law officers. Banks and others 
had demanded a stiffer charge for a 
white man accused of manslaughter 
in the stabbing death of an Indian 
man. On the day of the riot, many 
people were not allowed into the 
hearing and violence broke out. The 
violence was police-provoked.

Banks surrendered to authorities 
after nine years in exile from South 
Dakota, first in California and later 
on the Onandaga reservation in New 
York State. Banks fled because he 
feared assassination in a South 
Dakota prison. Banks said he 
surrendered to clear the record and 
free himself from the threat of legal 
harassment, to be able to live securely 
with his family and to help Indians 
fight against racism and discrimina­
tion.

Among several character witnesses 
testifying on Bank's behalf was 
Russell Means, another founder of 
the American Indian Movement. 
Bank's lawyer, William Kunstler, 
said the convictions and the sentence 
would be appealed to the South 
Dakota Supreme Court.

Life Is Cheap In Those Foreign Lands
A four-year-old girl was found dead 
of starvation on Seattle's Capitol Hill 
and her aunt pleaded guilty to second- 
degree manslaughter. The girl's body 
had multiple cuts and bruises on the 
forehead, wrists, knees, and genitals, 
definite signs of sexual abuse. The 
aunt has no previous criminal record 
and deputy prosecutor Linda Jacke 
says she will recommend a sentence 
of one year and one day in prison, 
less credit for time in jail since the 
aunt's arrest. And that's justice, 
Seattle-style. Meanwhile, media at­
tention focused on the Year of the 
Child has apparently played a part in 
the increase of reported child abuse 
cases. In 1983, 510 cases of child 
abuse were reported to the Seattle 
police. In 1984 it will be 720 by 
year's end and a police official pre­
dicts 1,000 cases may be reported 
in 1985. The average age of abused 
children is 8 .

and/or Dissolves Itself After 10 Years
and/or, one of Seattle's leading con­

temporary arts organizations for more 
than ten years, announced October 17 
that it will discontinue the use of its 
name and end its identity as an initiator 
and programmer of arts activities.
Four divisions of and/or— Focal Point 
Media Center, Nine One One, Sound- 
work, and an Artists' Grants Program 
—will continue to develop as individual 
divisions under the existing corporate 
umbrella.

"The decision to end and/or comes 
from many of the same perceptions 
that caused it to be founded," said- 
Director Anne Focke, who will not 
continue with the organization.
"and/or began as an artists' response to 
a particular time and set of circum­
stances, and in many ways we have ac­
complished what we set out to do."

"Seattle now has a number of ener­
getic groups dedicated to contemporary 
art and artists; we are proud that many 
of these had their start with and/or," 
Focke said.

Coop Federation Gives Recognition
The Puget Sound Co-op Federation 

(PSCF) has announced its 1984 recipi­
ents of awards to individuals and or­
ganizations that have made outstand­
ing contributions to cooperative devel­
opment. This year, the newly estab­
lished Anacortes Plywood Cooperative 
and Henry Polinder—40-year veteran 
of the Northwest Dairymen's Associa­
tion, a regional cooperative association 
—will share the PSCF Cooperative 
Development Award.

The re-establishment in 1984 of the 
Anacortes Plywood Cooperative is a 
return to the cooperative origins of 
this mill. It was founded in 1938 as 
Anacortes Veneer, Inc. and operated as 
a cooperative until 1969, when it was 
purchased by Publisher's Forest Prod­
ucts Co. Publisher's operated the plant 
until 1981 when it was closed in the 
midst of a deep recession. The worker- 
initiated effort to purchase the $2.4 
million plant was the result of coopera­
tive efforts between the workers, the 
City of Anacortes and the State de­
partments of Employment Security 
and Community Development, which 
assisted in providing loans and start-up 
grants.

Henry Polinder is a local dairyman 
and founder of the NDA. The NDA 
started with 40 members and today 
has grown to represent more than 
1,500 dairymen in Washington, Oregon, 
Montana and California.

Other recipients of PSCF awards in­
clude local politician Gene Lux, Cen­
tral Co-op (Cooperative Award for 
Management) and the Senior Caucus of 
Group Health Cooperative (Coopera­
tive Volunteer Service Award).

Metro Levies Toxic-Discharge Fines
Metro (Municipality of Metropoli­

tan Seattle) has fined four businesses 
in Auburn, Redmond and south Sea­
ttle a total of $4,650 for violating 
Metro and federal standards for pre­
treatment of toxic waste.

Santa Clara Circuits North, 15133 
NE 92nd S t , Redmond, received the 
largest fine—$2,400-for discharging 
excess copper four times this year: 
February 1, March 19, May 30 and 
June 20. The business was also fined 
$200 for discharging excess nickel 
May 17.

Water Service Corp., 1910 - 21st 
Ave. S, Seattle, received a $250 fine 
for a copper and chrome spill June 20 
and another $250 for failing to report 
the spill to Metro.

Advanced Electroplating, 9585 
Eighth Ave. S, Seattle, received an 
$800 fine for discharging excess nickel 
June 27,

Electrofinishing Co., 510 A St. SE, 
Auburn, was fined $500 for discharging 
excess copper and cyanide August 16 
and $250 for failing to report the 
violation to Metro.

Metro regularly monitors about 
170 businesses with discharge permits 
to make sure they are complying with [ 
Metro and U.S. EPA waste pretreat­
ment standards. Metro monitors all 
significant dischargers whose volumes 
and types of wastes (oils, acids, gaso­
line, solvents, heavy metals, etc.) may 
adversely affect the wastewater treat­
ment process. Metro also randomly 
samples some dischargers whose busi­
ness activities indicate they might be 
violators of discharge limits.

To enforce regulations, Metro can 
levy fines ranging from $50 to $5,000 
per day, issue compliance schedules 
and cease-discharge notices, suspend 
or revoke permits for discharging 
wastes into the sewer system and seek 
to recover costs that have been incurred 
as the result of an illegal discharge.

Northwest Indian Women's Circle 
Emergency Alert - L IF E  A T STAKE!
The NIWC is calling for immediate 
action to be taken in the form of let­
ters, phone calls, or telegrams to pro­
test the abuse of Michelle R ichards. 
She is being held at the Pennington 
County Jail in Rapid C ity, SD  because 
she refuses to testify to the Grand Jury. 
No charges have been filed against her. 
Because of this basic violation of her 
rights she has been fasting for 38 days 
and her life is in severe danger. When 
her mother last saw her, Michelle was 
handcuffed to her bed by her ankles. 
She is a Lakota from the Pine Ridge 
reservation . She is 28 years old and a 
mother. Do not let her die! This is 
the only protest open to her against 
this outrageous illegal repression of 

her basic right to .remain silent under 
the 5th Amendment.
Please send telegrams to or ca ll:
Judge Davis, Pennington County Court 
House, Rapid C ity , SD, 57771 
(605) 394-2571 o r K O TA -TV , Dave 
Barker, M arcy Christianson 
(605)342-2000 o r Rapid C ity Journal 
Ken Bakka (605) 342=0280

’¿o

The World Is Your Oyster
The Leonard Standley salvage yard 
has apparently illegally dumped hun­
dreds of discarded electrical trans­
formers into Burley Lagoon at the 
head of Henderson Bay on south 
Puget Sound near Purdy. The result 
is possible cancer-causing PCB con­
tamination of commercial oyster 
beds in the Lagoon. The EPA disco­
vered that Standley purchased at 
least 1,000 transformers from Tacoma 
City Light and more from Seattle 
City Light, Puget Power, the Depart­
ment of Defense, and others. Stand- 
ley apparently dumped the PCB- 
laced oil into Burley Lagoon and 
then resold the metal casings and 
copper cores. Nice work, Leonard!

White Train Flash
There is some startling news in the 
saga of the "White Train," which is 
reputed to carry hydrogen bombs to 
the Trident base at Bangor. The trial 
of a women's affinity group came 
to an abrupt end in Poulsbo, WA 
on Friday morning October 19, 
when it was determined that the 
train had been traveling illegally.
The train crew had not done a 
mandatory brake test in Vancouver. 
All charges were dropped against 
the women and they were allowed 
to go free. Two more trials are to 
follow.

This train with unchecked brakes 
was reputed to be carrying 144 
nuclear bombs, each with the explo­
sive power of five Hiroshimas. It 
was not traveling legally;'therefore 
anyone who blocked its progress 
from Vancouver, WA, in ascivilized 
manner could not be charged with 
blocking a legal train.

—Big Turkey

Group Health Faces Bad Air
Group Health moved its headquar­
ters into the new Elliott Bay Office 
Building, and the air in the building 
has adversely affected the health of 
some workers. Similar complaints 
have come in from workers in other 
modern high-rises. At fault are the 
internal ventilation systems that re­
circulate the air, have windows that 
don't open and are tightly insulated 
to save on energy costs. Common 
pollutants include carbon monoxide, 
carbon dioxide, tobacco smoke, sol­
vent (e.g. paint) fumes, and even 
body odors. Civilization has its 
price.

Spokane Ignores Passage Article
The Spokane City Council has approv­
ed $100 million to burn garbage and 
create electricity. And the city has 
sucked in 7 of 11 cities and towns in 
Spokane County into the dubious 
scheme. The city manager says 
more studies are needed and financing 
must be found before the plant can be 
built. There's still time!
(see Garbage, A  B u r nine 
Issu e ," October 1984.)'\

by Jack Bugler
Local Shorts
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Not A Red Herring; 
Seeing Real Reds

SEEIN G  R ED  (opens Nov. 2  at the Grand Illusion) 
Directed by James Klein & Julia Reichert

J im Klein and Julia Reichert were both raised 
in the 50s and radicalized by involvement in 
the antiwar and feminist movements of the 60s. 

In 1970 they became filmmakers, producing Growing 
Up Female and in 1976, Union Maids, a 50-minute doc­
umentary about labor struggles during the 1930s. Union 
Maids concentrated on the lives of three women. One 
of the women, Sylvia Woods, had been a Communist 
duringthe 30s and was still an active member. Through 
their conversations with her, they discovered the party's 
important involvement in the development of the Amer­
ican labor movement. Having both been raised in staunch 
ly anti-Communist homes and envisioning Communists as 
rather shadowy, trench-coat types, they were surprised 
by the warmth and intense idealism they encountered in 
Sylvia Woods. They realized that thisignorance of what 
kind of human beings had composed the Communist 
Party was probably shared by most Americans. They 
decided to make a documentary about the lives of Amer­
ican Communists. After seven years of research and 
some 400 interviews with past and present party mem­
bers, Seeing Red was born.

Seeing Red  is an oral history structured around a 
series of interviews interspersed with period film footage 
and music. In choosing the 16 interviews that were to 
appear in the film, they tried to achieve a gender, racial 
and regional balance, strongly weighted toward rank- 
and-file working-class Communists. With the exception 
of three, all those interviewed left the party during the 
period of Khrushchev's disclosure of the crimes of Stalin. 

The film's real strength comes from the interviews.
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although the period filmclips and stills provide a rich and 
fascinating background. The interviewees are open, warm 
and life-affirming, their intense idealism often contagious. 
They talk about various aspects of their involvement, 
from their initiations in the labor struggles of the 30s to 
the shock and disillusion they felt upon hearing Khrush­
chev's disclosures. High points during the interviews in­
clude longshoreman Bill Bailey's reminiscences of the 
McCarthy era when "Communists turned up in everybody's 
soup," Sylvia Woods' description of chasing the FBI from 
her doorstep, and writer Carl Hirsch's tearful reading of 
a letter written to his wife during a migrant farmworkers' 
strike in Missouri in the 30s.

As Julia Reichert says in a recent interview, "We never 
intended to make a history of the Communist Party of 
the U.S. per se. What we found fascinating, and what we 
were driven to make a film of, was the lives of these peo­
ple who chose to be Communists." Although there is a 
historical narration to which the interviews and filmclips 
are attached, giving the film a roughly chronological . . 
structure, it is sketchy, quickly passing over or even omit­
ting such important topics as Stalin's suppression of non- 
CP elements during the Spanish Civil War, the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact and the impact of the Rosenberg case on 
party members. Even so, Seeing Red is a very moving 
portrait of people with great idealism who saw the neces­
sity for change and committed themselves entirely to 
that end. As Pete Seeger says during one interview, "If 
you're going to mourn, don't mourn for a fighter who 
made a mistake and lost, but mourn for the suckers who 
never put up a fight."

-G ary Wilkie

Rickshaw Boy
Directed/Written: Ling Zifeng 
Cinematography: Liang Ziyong 
Music: Zu Xudan
Cast: Zhang Fengyi (Shanzi), Siqin Gaowa (Huniu), 

Yan Bide (Liu)
Adapted from a novel by Lao She.

I t's hard to recall a stronger or more willful 
female lead than Siqin Gaowa [pronounced 
"see-chin"] in the new feature film from main­

land China, Rickshaw Boy. Petulant, manipulative, 
shrewd, seductive and charming, Siqin Gaowa is magnifi­
cent as Huniu, the scheming daughter of Master Liu, a 
rickshaw shop owner amid the economic and political 
ruins of Beijing in 1920. Although well into her 30s, 
Huniu is still single and living with her father. As his as­
sistant, she is pitiless and handles the "rickshaw boys" as 
hardheartedly as any Simon Legree. When Shanzi, an 
ex-employee of her father, returns from a disastrous at­
tempt at self-employment, she becomes overjoyed. 
Shanzi, is young, strong, handsome and obsessively goal- 
oriented. He wants his own rickshaw. Huniu has other 
ideas. As the film progresses she manages, through an 
adroit combination of charm, allure, manipulation and 
threats, to seduce and finally marry Shanzi, launching a 
series of events that lead inevitably to their destruction.

Rickshaw Boy is one of the first new feature films 
from mainland China to be shown in America. Although 
it lacks the production values we usually associate with 
Hollywood film, it has many beautiful moments and the 
seduction scene, perhaps comparable only to that in 
Tom Jones in its joyous ribaldry, is in itself worth the 
price of admission. This film represents a major shift 
in Chinese cinema since the period of the cultural revolu­
tion. Rickshaw Boy is one of the earliest films of a new 
wave of realism that is sweeping across the People's 
Republic of China. Opportunities like this do not occur 
often enough in Seattle. Take advantage, see this film 
during its short stay.

-G ary Wilkie

A Soldiers Story

A  Soldier's Story, the film adaptation of Charles 
Fuller's Pulitzer Prize-winning A Soldier's Play, 
is a murder mystery wrapped up in a musical 

drama with surprisingly provocative sociological impli­
cations.

The film, which has attracted wide attention because 
of the acting of Howard (Ragtime) Rollins and the 
motion picture debut of Patti LaBelle, revolves around 
the life and motives of Master Sergeant Vernon Waters 
who is shot and killed on a lonely road outside his Deep 
South army base near the end of WWII. It is obvious to 
all concerned that Vernon Waters was the victim of the 
Klan or other Southern racists and the Army, respond­
ing to Black pressure, dispatches Rollins, a military at­
torney, to investigate the murder. Rollins plays Daven­
port with aplomb and, unlike the sergeant who adopts 
white values and tries to impose them on others, Daven­
port believes that racial advancement will only come as 
the result of active participation in society without 
abandoning Black heritage and self-respect.

—Ira Gruber

CIN EASTE INTERVIEWS: ON TH E A R T  AND 
POLITICS OF TH E CINEIWV 
by Dan Georgakas and Lenny Rubenstein 
Lakeview, 1984, 396 pp., $11.95 paper

Interviews include Fassbinder, Sembene, Bertolucci, 
Costa-Gravas, Wertmuller, Sarris, Wajda and others. A  
thorough exploration of the links between art and poli­
tics that goes beyond the usual leftist straitjackets of 
realpolitik. "None of these filmmakers devoted their 
careers to demeaning and exploiting their audiences," 
the forward notes. "There is where the politics comes in."

BLOODS: AN O RAL HISTORY OF TH E VIETNAM  
WAR BY BLACK VETERAN S  
by WallacesTerry
Random, 1984, 311 pp., $17.95 cloth

A portrait by 20 black veterans that explores their 
complex and unique experience. Attempts to give a rep­
resentative feel for those who shouldered a vastly dispro­
portionate share of the burden in this part of America's 
continuing saga of tragedies. Here is the racism, the 
cruelty, the vileness, the courage, the cowardice that 
result from such cauldrons; or, as Seymour Hersh puts 
it, "why we should never go to war again."
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Incapable Of Administering \bur Own 
Lives, Ibu Delegate That Administering

To Elected Officials

YOUR SH IP OF FOOLS
Don’t Change Life—Change Leaders

But in political term s, even most telling poll was a reformed sports-re  áre other uses to which 
crats adm it, the challenger seems week magazine. The the days of Runvon can be out 
fallen short of the kind of decisive 100 voters who called was m o reü S d yn o w  B u tV S t i í f S  
experts say he needed to overcome expressed for his p o p u lé  f S f f  7 ™  5  c S í^ r h í
president's substantial lead in voter polls dent. Among eluded ThePoseidon A d irs hav/ün 

An Associated Press panel of seVen more likely a n d T T ie W ^ M  i C  
judges unanimously gave Mondale the victory ins last est was in J of n rh e flu iM flr —0 n t listen. On in the Kansas C ity . Mo., faceoff. giving s a il Ifce .h T fn
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possible long-gone anachronism. '  ’



The W hore
by Carol Leigh

Well, here I am again. The Whore.
I admit it. 'Oh, no. This can't 

be,' you think. Not an actual, real-live 
prostitute spilling the beans in this radi­
cal rag? Isn't that dangerous? Won't 
she be arrested? What if her mother 
finds out?’

And dangerous it is. Yet I forsake 
my well-being in an effort to satisfy 
your overwhelming curiosity about 
what prostitution looks like from the 
inside out.
Besides, I'm proud. Sex work is nurtur­
ing, healing work. It could be considerec 
a high calling. Prostitutes are great wo­
men, veritable priestesses. Maybe that's 
an exaggeration.

"Prostitutes always glorify their 
w ork," says X . "They have to glorify 
it or they couldn't stand to do it ."

X is an ex-prostitute. Ex-prostitutes 
are out of touch with the true glories 
of the trade. Plus, they were never 
very good at it. That's why they're 
ex-prostitutes. But I suppose everyone 
has their prejudices.

And so I strive to sift these complex­
ities, to seek and present The Truth.

Naturally, I've been barraged with let­
ters from the curious masses. I've edited 
their substance to the quintessential.
For instance:

Dear Scarlot,
Is it true that women made prosti­

tution illegal? You said so once.
—Doubtful

Dear Doubtful,
No. I was over-reacting. I exagger­

ated. I guess I'm just angry at every­
one. But some women helped.

Dear Harlot,
Is anything you say true?

—Just Wondering

Dear Wonderinq,
Yes.

Dear Whore,
Me and my friends never even think 

about prostitution. You shouldn't 
assume everyone is curious. By the 
way, what is truth?

—Socrates

(Reprinted with permission from 
The Continuing Saga o f Scarlot Harlot, 
copyright 1984, Carol Leigh.)

continued from  page 5
try, Washington's number two, has ter­
minated approximately 15,000 workers 
since 1978. Industry leader Weyerhaeu­
ser is still in the lead with more than 700 
layoffs in the last few weeks alone.

The aerospace industry (Boeing and 
friends), number one in terms of em­
ployment, is the pnly dim spot—and 
there are no bright spots. Boeing says 
it will hire 400 workers in .1984-85. 
Presently, Boeing has 64,000 employees, 
down from a high of 105,000 in 1968. 
Boeing laid off more than 800 workers 
in 1983.

The recession in employment has 
many causes. New technologies, move­
ment of operations to cheaper labor 
markets overseas (e.g., Weyerhaeuser's 
operations in Indonesia) or in the U.S. 
(e.g., Weyerhaeuser's plans to build a 
S50 million stranboard—a plywood 
substitute—plant in North Carolina, for­
eign competition, reinvestment of 

corporate profits in the acquisition of 
other businesses rather than plant reno­
vation or new facilities—to name a few. 
Already in 1984 corporate takeovers of 
existing companies have topped the
1981 record of $82 billion.

Two crucial factors are the demon­
strated weaknesses of existing labor 
unions faced with the wage-rollback-or- 
layoff dilemma, and the deliberately 
induced recession of Reagan's first two 
years. Reagan used the time-tested and 
politically sanctioned method of reduc­
ing inflation by creating recession and 
consequent unemployment. Measured 
from the depths of the recession in
1982 (the worst in U.S. history since 
the 1930s), almost any "indicator" looks 
good in 1984.

CO RPO RATIO N S STAN D  T A L L
The decline in employment opportu­

nities at reasonable wages is being used 
by corporations to further weaken—with 
an eye to eliminating altogether—the 
already fragile unions. Recent examples

are Weyerhaeuser's use of nonunion 
labor for plant construction in Long­
view, and Todd and Lockheed shipyards' 
demands that their unionized workers 
accept pay cuts of $2/hr or more, or 
face permanent unemployment. No 
mention is made of wage/benefit reduc­
tions for management or engineering/ 
technical staff. Nor of lowering profits.

Under Reaganomics, the one indica­
tor consistently up is the rate of corpor­
ate profits. Local examples for the third 
quarter of 1984 (compared to the third 
quarter of 1983) include:

PACCAR Inc. (Bellevue truck and 
rail car mfg) $38.3 million, up 300%.

Peoples Bank (Seattle based) $4.55 
million, up 25%.

Sea Land (Port of Seattle's largest 
customer, moving to Tacoma next year) 
$27.9 million, up 300%.

Weyerhaeuser $58.3 million, up 10%.
IT 'S  O N L Y  J U S T  B E G U N
Given this volcano of statistics and 

the obvious reality that one can check 
by talking to people on the streets of 
the cities and the small towns, it's clear 
that a major and perhaps crucial crisis 
for the economic system is close at 
hand. Of course, for the poor and the 
working class, it's an ongoing crisis.
And it will deepen. As the economic 
collapse for workers spreads into the 
middle classes, we may awaken to the 
economic terrorism being waged against 
us by the monied and corporate inter­
ests. Ronald Reagan is calling for a 
second American revolution, and per­
haps we can accommodate him.

Olivia Ward, writing for the Toronto 
Star, poses two possible outcomes: "For 
many, especially the rural poor, even 
service jobs are unlikely. And some 
experts predict violent revolution if 
widespread unemployment is not solved 
in the future. But other experts be­
lieve that the opposite is more likely:
The longer people are out of work, the 
more alienated and politically passive 
they become, and then they are likely 
to accept authoritarian government."

WHOSE R E C O V E R Y ?
continued from  page 5

apparently convincing the U.S. public 
that a vote for him is one against big 
government. The really baffling sit­
uation, however, is not that the economy 
seems to be recovering, but that what 
recovery there has been is so sluggish 
that it can leave us with doubts there 
has been any recovery at all.

LEA V IN G  TH E W O RKERS O UT
To find out why the recovery has 

been so halting, we have to go back to 
the assembly lines that made American 
First World War industries so product­
ive. One of Henry Ford's first princi­
ples in setting up for mass production 
was that workers should be paid enough 
to allow them to buy what they pro­
duced.

That principle was among those that be­
came law when the U.S. labor movement 
got enough political clout to force the 
issue during the Great Depression. The 
backbone of U.S. prosperity has been 
our high wage level. American workers

Many American workers are with­
drawing their support from labor unions 
because they attribute today's generally 
reasonable working conditions to the 
humane character of management rather 
than what history proves was labor's 
collective refusal to accept exploitation.

There now seems little concerted op­
position to those who seem to echo the 
view of both major political parties: 
that wages and benefits, if they cannot 
be cut back, should at least not be in­
creased. The major parties still disagree 
on whether the reorganization of major 
firms to void union contracts or reloca­
tion overseas to avoid the cost of hiring 
U.S. labor should be condoned. While 
Republicans have so much Congression­
al strength. Democrats seem unable to 
do anything to stop these practices.

The outcome is that the median U.S. 
worker has less money to spend.
Current figures show that U .S . real wages 
(those measured in constant dollars)

•ANOTHER ’i EAK. OF BALANCEO G R O W T H '

have increased as inflation halted during 
the Reagan Depression. But most 
middle-income Americans seem to feel 
they now have less to spend. What's 
really happened?

First of all, the basis for calculating 
the cost of living was reorganized in 
1981 to exclude (of all necessities!) 
housing. If your rent has gone up since 
early 1981, it doesn't count in your 
cost of living.

Secondly, it seems that the astronom­
ical salaries being paid certain manager­
ial workers (the head of Warner Com­
munications took home $17 million in 
1981)'have badly skewed average earn­
ings figures so that, while aggregate 
wage bills may well be increasing, most 
laborers feel their earnings are not 
keeping pace.

S T R A N G L IN G  T H E  
C O N S U M E R  IN D U S T R Y

The principal triumph of Reaganomics 
| is that prices have stayed down without 
| government price controls. How? By 
j  leaving the problems produced by de­

creased spending capacity to the belea­
guered business people in the high-risk

area big money is most loathe to enter: 
competitive (i.e., small) retail trade.

Retailers have to keep their prices 
down or they can't sell; they must 
attract large volumes of customers.
Even if inventory costs rise, retailers 
can't raise prices unless consumer de­
mand warrants it. If they have to, 
they'll make cheap bulk purchases of 
foreign goods or inferior merchandise, 
they'll cut back on purchases of slow 
turn-over items, they'll go deeper into 
debt and settle for lower profits. But, at 
currently still-high interest rates, the 
loss of retail profit puts dangerous strain 
not only on the retailer but on the bank­
ing system itself, which is often forced 
to extend credit rather than force ail­
ing businesses to close their doors and 
stop repaying debts altogether.

What we see is the slow strangulation 
of consumer industry while government 
contractors prosper and, in few cases, 
increase the wages of their workers to 
match. Industry claims it uses exces­
sive profits to improve products and 
production processes, but the experience 
of our last few years indicates that in­
dustry follows a dictum that paraphras­
es what Reagan used to say on T.V. 
for General Electric: "p ro fit is our most 
important product."

According to such financial commun­
ity mouthpieces as the Wall S treet Jo u r­
nal, profitable U.S. industries—while 
avoiding "conglomerate-type" mergers 
that diversify their activities—are cur­
rently either acquiring new holdings in 
their own field or, in a relatively new 
phenomenon that supports claims J.K. 
Galbraith made years ago in his prophe­
tic "economic thriller," The New Indus­
trial Sta te, they are often simply buying 
out their own stockholders while stock 
market prices are low.

IT  W O U L D  H E L P  I F _____
What must we do? It would help if 

the Democrats gathered and publicized 
statistics of their own, or reinterpreted 

! the ones provided us by government 
institutions from a wage-earner's perspec­

tive. It would help if Congress estab­
lished a standing percentage of profits 
(or losses) that would legally have to be 
reflected in wage changes. It would 
help even more if labor was made an 
equally responsible partner with capital 
in the production process by making 
laborers stockholders in their compan­
ies.

U.S. industry has always been suspi­
cious of worker participation, possibly 
because it might mean the elimination 
of many unnecessarily inefficient man­
agement prerogatives. When Walter 
Reuther's United Auto Workers attempt­
ed to make an agreement that would 
have distributed Ford Motor's com­
pletely family-held stock to its workers 
after the company's Edsel failed so mis­
erably in model year 1957-58, the con­
tract was declared unconstitutional by 
the courts and Ford stock went on the 
open market. This was at a time when 
worker management had made Stan­
dard Motors in England, producers of 
the Triumph sports car, one of the 
world's most successful auto-makers 
(until a combination of British unions 
and rival auto manufacturers bought 

out the company and made it abandon 
worker decision-making).

Unless the consumer share of our 
national wealth is somehow increased, 
the massive influx of industrial pro­
fit into our major financial institutions 
—which is being immediately reinvested 
at the first apparently profitable 
opportunity—will only fertilize the 
seeds of financial disaster by under­
writing the construction of firms that 
have no chance of finding a market.
The excessive and essentially unsound 
"monkey see, monkey do" investment 
policies of the early '70s, particularly 
overseas, based on projections that 
failed to take account of the " law " of 
diminishing returns, have already 
pushed the world financial community 
to the precipice. One might be temp­
ted to say "good riddance" if they 
wouldn't be taking one's own savings 
with,them when they go over the edge.
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H ell folks, you did it again! You 
responded in veritable droves to 

our offer of free personals ads. We knew 
you would, becsause it's a well-known 
fact that le ftists need love too! (Just 
a little word to the wise, everybody:
Do try to keep those ads short if you 
realiy want to meet someone sweet\
We know whereof we speak.

We're offering ads on a sliding-scale 
contribution basis for the month of 
December. The deadline is November 
20. Our sliding scale works this way: 
the more you have, the more you give. 
Pull-ease hash out more dough if you 
wanna run a long ad ! If you're poor 
or in prison, you can still run a Passage 
Personal for free.

We will be setting official rates for 
Passage Personals in January. We haven't 
decided yet what to charge, but rest 
assured that our personals will be tw ice 
as nice  at something like h a lf the p rice  
of your local alternative.

Remember: our ad of the month 
gets a free Superlative Massage...and, 
as ever, I f  a t firs t you d on 't succeed, 
run another ad!

To reply to a Passage Personal, write 
I to the box number at the end of each 

ad, c/o the Northwest Passage, 1017B 
E. Pike St., Seattle, WA 98122.

Rubenesque Blonde, 26, seeks male 
partners for talk and fun leading to 
romantic interlude on fourth date. De­
sirable qualities: open-minded, trust­
worthy, generous, sincere, with healthy 
libido. Sanity, smooth talk, $ not re­
quired. Feminists, artists, outdoorsmen, 
pagans, cooks , mechanics appreciated.
Herb yes; cigs no. Photos will be returned.| 
Reply Passage Box 34. Thank you.

Unpretentious in Ballard. Politically 
aware male, 28, not unattractive, want­
ing to increase my political involvement 
(as well as my personal involvement). 
Also into folk music, biking, hiking and 
more. Would like to meet compatible 
feminist-oriented women for shared ac­
tivities, friendship, even romance. Reply 
Passage Box 42.

Sure, I'm ready for a serious relation­
ship with a woman that shares my con­
cern about nukes, defense spending and 
all the other rhetoric we hear. Maybe 
even thinks Green politics is the answer, 
and is willing to put some effort into 
seeking that answer. If you're interes­
ted in meeting a secure, 30s, almost vege­
tarian that cares, respond to Passage 
Box 78.

Real sweetheart. Real radical. No new- 
age, retread hippies. Woman not exclu­
sively seeking heterosexual relationships 
Passage Box 89.

Looking for a Friend and Runner,
who's looking for a man, 38, 6'2",
190 lbs, nonsmoker, feminist, bisex- 
ually open, financially independent; 
seeks mutually supportive, committed, 
open relationship with self-confident, 
multi-faceted, radical woman who's 
into cartwheels, sharing. Dodge Darts, 
personal growth, skinny dipping, re­
sponsibility, autumn leaves, and who 
finds joy in running and/or other in­
tense physical exercise. A courageous, 
laughing, passionate person with a 
dancing smile who chooses love in­
stead of jealousy, directness instead 
of self-protection, creativity instead

Passage
of conformity and who is seeking a 
caring, adventuresome, on-going 
friendship which includes long walks/ 
runs, seaside camping, and San Juan 
kayaking. A thinking, energetic, vul­
nerable woman with an alternative 
political analysis who is outraged by 
injustice, and who balances strength 
with compassion, personal freedom 
with social responsibility, sensuous 
lovemaking with bawdy fun...one 
who celebrates mind, body and spirit. 
I'm a junk collector, orphan, thinker, 
creative dancer, revolutionist, Aquar­
ian, literalist, seeker who chooses 
growth instead of complacency, un­
derstanding instead of ego, substance 
instead of appearance, freedom in­
stead of license. Let's go for a romp 
in the park! Write: Bill Wigenton/
2533 Westlake N./Seattle/98109

announcements
SIXTH CONGRESS of Pan American 
Federation of Nursing Professionals, 
in Managua, Nicaragua, 11/28-12/4. 
For more info, call 328-2378.

THE FRONT ROOM TH EA TER  
GUILD , a lesbian-feminist theater, 
is holding auditions for "Last Summer 
at Bluefish Cove," a comedy by 
Jane Chambers, which will be staged 
in January. Parts are available for 
eight women ranging in age from early 
twenties to mid-forties; previous ex­
perience not essential. At Seattle 
Mime Theater, 915 E. Pine, 10 a.m. 
—4 p.m. For more info, and audition 
appointments, call Patricia Van Kirk, 
789-1527.
SEATTLE VENCEREM OS BRIGADE! 
Recruitment of the 16th contingent 
of the Venceremos Brigade has begun. 
P.O. Box 22332, Seattle WA 98122; 
329-3494 or 723-7543.
"IT'S ABOUT TIM E" womyn's 
bookstore is having financial prob­
lems. Send donations of any amount 
to 5241 University Way N.E. If you 
can help with a fundraiser, call 
525-0999 for more information.
WOMEN ARTISTS are invited to 
submit slides for jurying for the ‘ 
Women's Cultural Center Gallery.
12 artists will be selected for a month­
ly show in 1985. Submission dead­
line is Dec. 1. 632-4747.

SHANTI SEA TTLE provides free 
counselling and emotional support 
for individuals facing life-threatening 
illness and bereavement. 324-7920 
or 322-6720.

TH E WOMEN'S CEN TER at Shoreline 
Community College provides programs 
and services for campus and commun­
ity women and men. Also has many 
videotpapes and audio tapes available 
for classroom or personal use ($5 
handling fee for off-campus use).
The Women'sStudent Network has a 
potluck dinner on the second Thurs­
day of each month. 546-4606.

MEN'S TH ERAPY GROUPS, spon­
sored by Men's Counseling Network 
(329-9919). Tuesdays: North of UW 
7—10 p.m., facilitated by Doug Cook 
and David Gray, $50—$100/month. 
524-9786. Wednesdays: Location to 
be announced, 7 -10  p.m., Doug 
Cook & Chris Richards, $50-$  100/ 
month. 524-9786. Thursdays:
Capitol Hill, 5—7 p.m.. Jay Craver & 
David Gray, $50-$100/month. 323- 
6966. MCN is also sponsoring a Gay 
Couple Workshop which will be held 
on a weekend in early November.
Jay Craver and Don Zimmer will co­
facilitate. 323-6966 or 325-9197.

ADULT CHILDREN OF A LC O ­
HOLICS. Women's and men's 
groups; facilitated by Donna Carr 
and Robin Shapiro. Sponsored by 
Chemical Dependency Program. 
682-4695.

SEA TTLE AIDS ACTION 
COMMITTEE. An open, community- 
based, grass-roots organization dedk 
cated to the love and support of all 
people with AIDS. 113 Summit 
Ave. E., Apt. 204, Seattle WA 98102. 
323-1229.

Laissez-faire lassy, fa ir____ with a
shapely derrière (not to mention quite 
a pair). Seeks a man who really can 
to make up for the ones that couldn't 
(and a few who could but wouldn't!) 
Seriously, though, I may be ribald, but 
I'm also a strong Marxist feminist. No 
pigs, please. Only the very sincere need 
apply to Passage Box 63.

GWM, mid-20s, 5'8, bearded, clean-cut. 
Wants to meet other GWMs 30s on up, 
reasonably fit, nonsmokers to talk about 
books, music (rock and all other kinds), 
poetry, etc. Occasional, friendly, caring, 
safe sex (I tend to be attracted to hariy- 
chested men) is possible, though not a 
requirement. I don't often go to the 
bars. Write me. I'll write back, we'll 
take it from there. Cheers! Tom, P.O. 
Box 23102, Seattle, WA 08102.

Writing politically correct and personally 
preferable personals. I'm always happy 
to give free advice on the subject. Leave 
a message for Jennifer at the Passage.

Single woman seeks married business­
men for discreet relationship. Send 
business card to Passage Box 91.

•  PUBLICATIONS •
Announcing the fifth annual SIGNPOST 
PRESS PO ETRY COMPETITION for a 
chapbook of verse, for poets anywhere 
writing in any form. The poet whose 
collection is chosen will receive $50 
and 50 copies of the chapbook. Sub­
missions should consist of 20 pages of 
poetry (exclusive of title page and other 
front matter) and be accompanied by 
$4 reading fee. The poet's name, 
address and, if possible, phone number 
should appear on the title page. Re 
Results of the competition will be 
announced in March, the winning 
chapbook manuscript in Spring of '85. 
Deadline for submissions is Dec. 31,
1984. Send^ntry and SASE to 
Signpost Press Poetry Com petition,
412 N. State St., Bellingham, WA 
98225.

•  WANTED •

WANTED: MENTOR to teach me 
carpentry—rough/finish—in exchange 
for my knowledge of active/passive 
solar and energy-efficiency.
Tom 789-4617.

•  FOR SALE •
M ICHAEL JACKSON fans: For sale, 
rare 1971 Life Magazine with Michael 
and entire family on cover. Excellent 
condition. Also articles on Frank 
Zappa, Grace Slick, Richie Havens 
and others. $5 or best offer. Send 
bids to: Ron Mukai, 1017B E. Pike, 
Seattle WA 98122.

•  WORK WANTED •

Ron Mukai, former NWP columnist 
is looking for work: Experience: free 
lance writer, newspaper postal agent, 
janitor, printers assistant.
Salary requirements: peanuts.
Job preference: anything legal. 
References available. Call 725-9246 
evenings.
P.S. My column was cancelled so un­
expectedly I didn't have a chance to 
say goodbye to my readers. Thank 
you for your support and as Ludwig 
von Beethoven said in his final hours, 
"Applaud, friends, the comedy is 
finished."

Personals
Unemployed Poetaster. 32-year-old 
male. Nonprofessional drug user. Un­
healthy, emotionally and financially 
insecure, uninspired, nonathletic was­
trel. No speciaf talents, plain looks, 
often with bad attitude. Insincere. No 
interest whatsoever in: hiking, tennis, 
chess, dancing, fine dining, your chil­
dren, theatre, opera, culture, market 
strategy, developing meaningful relation­
ships, or anyone's cozy fire. I seek any 
woman who will condone or celebrate: 
long wet walks on dull grey days, feeding 
ducks stale bread, pointless conversation, 
sharing cold germs. Reply to P.O. Box 
85817, Seattle, WA 98145-1817.
43-year-old country/western professional 
musician presently incarcerated. Seeking 
solid relationship with a one-man wo­
man. Marriage in mind-children okay. 
Six months to a year left to do. Reply: 
Elvin Henderson, No. 42777, 2605 
State St., Salem, OR 97310.

s Fat Cat seeks^warm and loving older 
woman or man (bi-affectionate). Must 
have well-heated house, full cupboard, 
and large lap. I am unwanted at my 
present household but little do they 
know my real beauty. Reply-Ms.
Brown, NWP Box 010.

Male lesbian from NYC very intelligent 
looking for a woman who can relate to 
my special identity-6’0, 130 lbs.
Write Passage Box NYC.

Overworked, underpaid 24 y.o. white 
boy (who has happily adapted to 
those things) with severe caffeine habit 
would like to meet a pleasant, intelli­
gent woman (somewhere around my 
age) to be friends with. Caffeine 
addicts, smokers, and other social 
deviants are encouraged to respond 
to this. Non-smokers-who-are-repulsed- 
by-smokers, yuppie mentalities, and 
people who will hang up on my answ­
ering machine need not respond.
Passage Box L.O.U.I.E.
Honest & Affectionate man, poly­
gamous but not promiscuous, seeks 
woman with kids, career, or other 
partner(s). In my mid-30s, more 
gnomish than elfen, I still want to 
learn and explore and play. You?
Write to AJ, Passage Box 20.

Classifieds
•  OPPORTUNITIES •

THE SEA T T LE  ARTS Commission 
is seeking applicants for terms begin­
ning January, 1985. Commissioners 
serve two-year terms with­
out pay. Applicants should have a 
substantial background in or know­
ledge of the arts and be able to invest 
time. Send a resume and letter of 
interest by November 19 to Ned Dunn, 
c/o The Mayor's Office, 1200 Munici­
pal Bldg, Seattle, WA 98104. Call 
625-4223 for info.
IS TH ER E L IF E  A FTER  THE 
ELECTIO N S? Yes! No matter who 
wins, politicians still need to be held 
accountable with citizen pressure.
Washington Fair Share, the statewide 
citizens group is now hiring articulate, 
political individuals for its outreach 
staff. Work to clean up toxic wastes, 
keep utility rates down. Travel and 
career opportunities with our national 
Citizen Action network. $8,000- 
$11,000/year; hours, 1:30-10:00pm.
Call 329-9764.

G A Y COMMUNITY Social Services 
seeks new board member. We are 
looking for someone with energy 
and enthusiasm and an interest in the 
lesbian and gay community to regular­
ly attend board meetings and perform 
follow-up work. We are also seeking 
volunteers to work an average 4 hours 
monthly. Deadline for applications is 
Nov. 15, 1984. Write GCSS, P.O.
Box 22228, Seattle, WA 98122.
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CB fo r  the People
from AROI

M any of you who are reading this 
i probably have never considered 

using a citizens band radio. Well if 
you're working for peace, squatters 
rights, anarchist action or what have 
you, CB could and should be used by 
the Movement.

In the early days you had to have 
a CB call sign issued by the FCC in 
Washington, D .C ., and no one ever 
tried anything creatively different for 
fear of fines and short-term jail sen­
tences for breaking communication 
laws pertaining to the 27MHz band. 
From 1965 onward, as youth rebellion 
against traditional values took place, 
there was a brief period on citizens 
band where lively discussions were 
heard, music filled the airwaves, and 
you could feel the revolution of the 
late '60s spreading like wildfire over 
11 meters. Many revolutionaries have 
used CB radio in Mexico, El Salvador, 
and Nicaragua for field communica­
tions. In England, CB pirates use 
27MHz, but the English government 
has made it illegal.

A fter the war in Vietnam was over, 
CB went back slowly to becoming 
controlled by people from mainstream 
American society, using call signs, 
talking about cars, radios, nothing

any real meaning. This went on from 
about 1974 until 1980. That's when 
a group of liberals, anarchists, peace 
and progressive folks in a small Conn­
ecticut town each decided to buy 
citizens band radios, and formed the 
first alternative CB organization since 
the inception of two-way communica­
tions on this band in 1959.
They call themselves the Alternative 
Radio Operators International (A R O I). 
Their two-way CB broadcasts can be 
heard regularly in Connecticut and, if 
the skip conditions are right, as far 
away as eastern Canada, on 27.105MHz 
channel 12.

Conversations have dealt with anti­
nuke, politics, health issues, communal

[ G r a n d  I l l u s i o n
1 5 0 T H  & U-WAY N .E :T 2 3 -3 8 3 5 |

“A MAJOR ACT OF 
POLITICAL

DEMYSTIFICATION, 55

f i f i

— J. Hoberman, Village Voice

FME, TOUGH
The film is less about dogma, than 

about American Idealism. It’s social 
history of a high order.”
— Vincent Canby, N.Y. Times

ACADEMY AWARD NOMINEE

SEEIN
FROM THE 

MAKERS OF
UNION MAIDS' REE>
STORIES OF AMERICAN COMMUNISTS

living, peace issues, music for people 
and more. Since anyone can talk on 
the radio, there have been problems.

The ARO I has had transmissions 
jammed and the channel invaded from 
time to time by supporters of tradition­
al American values and lifestyles who 
feel threatened. This has caused non­
violent radio guerrilla action on the 
airwaves. The A RO I currently has 26 
members with CBs in Connecticut.

CB has always had laws censoring 
free expression because of FCC rules. 
One good thing has occured in the last 
two years: CB licenses are no longer 
required to go on the air. Even if they 
were, groups like A RO I would still be 
pirating on the CB . The concept of 
free radio is a great way to form another 
type of alternative radio community.

This is a more direct way to promote 
an exchange of ideas and positive 
action.

As far as obtaining a CB radio, you 
can buy a new 40 channel for $100 or 
less, AM only; or AM/SSB, for around 
$200 to $300 brand-new. If you don't 
want to spend a lot, good used sets are 
available at garage sales, flea markets, 
or in local for-sale-type newspapers. 
New units can be found in chain com­
munication stores like Lafayette, Radio 
Shack, and—for better prices and a 
wider variety—independently owned 
communications outlets. Besides buy­
ing a CB, you need an antenna and CB 
antenna cable to get out to the other 
people you will be talking to. After 
that's been completed, just get a 
grounding rod and ground wire and 
you're ready to operate.

Finally, if you have any further 
questions about alternative citizens 
band radio for the people, or would 
like to start Alternative Radio Operator 
International groups on the air in your 
area of the planet Earth, write and 
enclose a S/0SE to A R O I, 198 Hickory 
Lane, Southbury, C T  06488.
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